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TrnNIS ~.SSCCIATICN OF sourH AFRICA 

INFORMJ\TION OOLIEI'IN 

'lliE BU.a< TENNIS FOOND;\TION 

BI'F - IDr OF THE PIDPLE 

'!he Black Tennis Foundation (BI'F} is NJI' an organisation that had its or~gms 
IN the deprived conmmity of S.A.; it was NO!' created BY ft c. com:rnm.it.y. 

It cane into being because of ~ rren ~ .... ro are N:Jr part of th.e OfYt?ressed in S .A. 
Ashe, a citizen of the US, who sorre years previously want.ed to ti'..rov1 a b:rnb on 
S.A. becau..c:;e of its Ap--:rrtheid, joined forces \'lith ONen Nilliarrs who is a citizen 
arrl a rrarber of the pri ;il~~:rl class created by Apntheid. 'l"'hc::y i.n±JOS2d t.be Ef.I? 
on the CXXlT!U..li'lity because of the needs 'TilEY, as rrari:ers of the privilege .. ~ th:>ught 
were inp:>rtant to the ccm1Wity. 'lneir priorities as enf ranchi.scd citizens of 
their respective cotmtries are not, CAN NEVER BE, our priori ties. \\herE=>..a.s they 
enjoy the tenefits of the p:>litical systerrs which reoognise them as citizens, 
we are captives of and cppressed by the SA FQlitical syst ein. Whereas t hsy hav"e 
RIGm'S bec.ause of their citizenship, ~ are ~aq-ed in a struggle FOR RIGHrS. 

BrF - 1\. PR)D(JCI' OF SEPAPJ-;TE DE'VF""LOPM1~TI, 

. I 

At the ti.'le B'I'F was forrred t11ere was :L1 existence the Tennis Four~lation of South 
Africa. 'Ibis four&tion is closely assxiated with ~ South African Tennis Union 

· (SATU) and, as such,. actively involved in praroting the ga:rre anong the privileged 
white sec-Jon. Instead of tlt.e TFSA exr.e.P.ding its activities to .LJ.cl ur1e JlLL teP.nis 
pL.:tyers in SA, a nev racial org2Tl..isa tion - ffi'F - wit.'"l the sarre aims t-m.s fonrrcrl. 
TFS.~ rerrained a vihites only foundation, and a s~ate one \o.ras created for t.he 
black~ in acoord:-mce \v.ith tre dicta.tes of the F-.pa.rt-_heid system. 

BTF is a product of the .~J?J.>..RTEEID p:Jlicies, and serves to strengthen ar.d perpe
tua:te the division of South 4~ricans L'1to different 'racial entities' . B:rF is on 
the sports level what the 14 eth"'lic edt:c·.a.tion depart:rre.nts ( jn geographic S.A.) 1 

urban/group areas and tribal authorities/tribal rranagarent ccmni.ttees are on 
ether levels: inst:l:u!'1a1ts o+= ~.parthe.id. 

b'TF - THE BLACK ARH OF SAW 

'!'he first chairrran of tlte Board of B'IF vras oone o't::}1er than the President of fr.e 
SA'IU, Mr Justice Blen Franklin. He was joined on the Board by other prominent 
SA'lU rrerrt:e.rs: P..lf Olal.Irers (fonrer P".cesident), louis Jansens (secretary) 1 C..wen 
Williarrs ( tournarrent dir~tor) 1 H. Gover and Jennifer ~lilliams. 

For the first four years of its existence these top rrenbers of SA'IU were party 
to the forrculation of BI'F t:al..:.cies. Since t.b...en sorre of than withdre11 but, ~-u 
is still adequately represented on the BIT !bard. 

'!his SA'I'J r.as made no secret of its bt~l ief in and dete.r!T'.ination to i."Tp.lare..nt 
SpJrtsapart..~eid. '1l .::: \tery e re - ... ior. o f ETF by S.z\'IU is prcof t Lcreof. ~~!~IU bel .ieves 
that it is possible to play t-an-racial tennis \vhile the racist. Por:ula.tion 
Fegistration Act, tr..e Group Areas Act, trJ.e Urban Areas Act, the L.iqu..')r law, 
the Separate t~nities Pet etc. restrict the fre€dan of noverrent and freedom 
of association of rnillicns c f blc- cks . SATU has blarred TASA for ~~ restrictions 
t.h;1t ~1ve been olaced en i.ts rre,mbe.rsr.ip by the r tF . It has not cccu.:rred to SA'I'U 

i s n . -'"' . n . .-rnat ·.or:... J. .'· .. ::1 . . · !.-"! -~ ,.,. . -;-~.ton, DT 
, .:j to ' ' . 'l ~.~ ~ \!\~.··' . '* 1' .. J '\ n;• r ,1t..'T.'j · ~, : :.:~. :p::-~· , .J. . } ... . o ··., __ , ~-.•. .-~~ r t ·.:· '11\ ·r .. n ~:...tU ~.J - !,'t\.,1. .vw .. ,.!,&.; 

m.,~m.:m ro s:'t rre rr ptmtJ:cr_,y. 
Ill?, through the 1nvol '.i .rrent of SJ.'ru 1..11 1t5 affair~, is nothing but 'ruE W.a< 
~ ~ SA'ru• 
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But what is sickening is that they exploit t.he innocence of youth, the p:>verty tJ"l..at 
exists in these ghettoes and tb.e teachers' fear of cce:r:c ion to ~i ve credibility to 
its parent bsdy - Satu' s argurents tru~ sport in South .~frica is non-racial and 
therefore SA needs to be re-accepted as a full nerber of the ITF. 
'!'hen, too, confining its other activities to a. tribal section of the COlnnu.l'li ty, mY 
can only extend it~ 'international activities for the 'benefit' of those 'races' 
which reside in the tribal horrelands/group a r eas. In otl"l.er words, BrF aims to involve 
itself according to the Apartheid dogna t:f\.at in SA THERE ARE PIDPLES (different nations). 

BI'F APProACH 'ID CCMv1UNri'Y PIDBID1S 
Considering all its asr:;ects: its creation, objectives and activities, mF's whole 

· awroach is based on the assurrption that the problems of the termis playe r can be 
divorced fran that of the camu.rll.ty. '!hey believe that t.he lack of arrenities and 
opp:>rtunities and the restrictions placed on the rrove..rrent w."1Cl asso::iation of tennis 
players are oo:r related to their status as non-citizens; this, in accordance vJith the 
cont~ntion of its first Chair man , Mr 2"ust i ce Blen Franklin, tha·t 'despite t he IX)litical 
structure of the country it is PJSSible to play non-racial sp::>rt • • 
OJr tennis proble:ns cannot be solved at the level of te..rJ."'1is only. Our teP.nis problems 
are the direct result of the Aparthei d sy"'·tem and. the solution nust, of r.ecessity, 
l:e a r:olitical one . 

... --.. - THE HANDS THAT FEED IT 

BTF exi s+-s only en charity. 'Th ... :ce can be 'K) doubt that, in ce rtain instar:ces, BTF is 
paid for being a tool of Ap:L-t.heid; it . receives rroney re.~au.se of the way i n v;nich it 
helps to sell Apartheid - here and abroad. A case in poir1t, is the Urban Fourldation 
whos e soie function it is to use clurrity to rrake the ghettoes livabl e arid t o make 
Apar~eid presentable. '!he UF collects ·~nies to supply such anenities and opp)rtunities 
which Apartheid has denied us, arreni ties which we tvlUST claim as our RIGHI'. In the 
very sarre way BIF collects rronies and receives nonies from, anongst others, tl1e Urban 
Fourrlo.tion to nuke li.fe in L~e black ghet toes 'rreani."'1gful ' . 
B:>th of them are IDr concerned wi t..l-L the bas i c rE"..a.sons resPJnsible for this state of 
affaus . . Their pri rrary func tion is ·to clisqu.:Lse the eJ.. fects of Ap_~~.E:id - ;.s ing 
aspirins to cure cancer. 

It rray be true that a feN contributors have assisted BI'F thinldng t..~t in so doing 
they are reeking a contribution to the vJelfare of the ccmnuni ty. Fran the way in 
which BI'F has used these funds it is clear that. na'1y of its projects were desir:;ned 
so as to boost ~'-le irrage of BTF or BTU. 

EXisting, as they do, solely on the fW1ds they receive, BIF is not. answerable to the· 
!" -.ple it serves but to the hands that feed it. In order to rontinue in exist:ence 
L.c;y need to satisfy the sources of til.eir funds first~ 

rn OOOCLUSICN 

BI'F is involved in finding short-·tenn answers to tb.e problem.c; that beset telLTlis 
players in the disenfraJJ.chised section of the conrnunity . They a re primarily cxmcerned 
with clearing up tJ1e ness that Ap:rrthei d has created. They are involved ir1 n~.lk.i.r:g 

. Apartheid attractive, a:anfortable and easy to · live with; making feOple feel that 
· , ~· 'Apartheid, after all , is not so bad. · · 

'll1e pr ble s o f t!-:'"' non-citi~ens o ... -.~ : the po Ie -t that exists, the a1112nitie s that 
are lacking, the restrictions place upon t h e J_reedom of rrovem:mt and free: ::iom of 
association of the players etc . . are all due to the fact that \AJe are NCN-CITIZENS in 
the land of our birth. 
'Ihe .real cancer is Apartheid; and it is t he cancer that has to be treated, not the 
syrrptans . A.Spirin.s will t errp:Jrrrily :.:; ·--;":e t !-J. pain ; l i . EVJi se, rrore an · t e"':::.e r
facilities will sof ten the bars u ess o f b .e system, but the c.:.--mce r of Apa:rt_ e id 
will rerrain. 

-BIF arrl T:l\Si-\ cannot co-exist. BrF., by i ts ve ry nature , is anti-TASA, arLCl ~'1ti-
KN-Rl\CIALISM. 
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BTF - BLACK TENNIS PRJM:J.ITON 

It is oo accident that this organisation is called Black Tennis Foundation. 
Its very narre is proof that it is structured along racial lines and serves 
the At-..:artheid creed. 

It is not a tennis foundation, but a FOtJNilZ\TION 'ID PRCM.JI'E BLACK TENNIS; 
Tennis is tennis! ~bwhere in the ~rld, except in SA, is there such a 
nonstrosi ty as BIACK TENNIS • Tennis :knc'Ms oo colour bar, and any organisation 
~volving itself in this sport rrn.lSt do so for the benefit of ALL interested in 
the garre. 

BrF AND APARrHEID NORMS 

'Ib confine itself to criteria which Apartheid created to keep itself alive , to 
oonfine itself to black tennis, is to accept in sp::>rt that which we reject in 
other, rrore :Lrrportant, ast=ects of our lives, for example: horrelands/qroup areas, 
tribal authori ties/nanagerrent comni ttees, tribal education etc. 

But, whereas these tri.hal l:xxlies and institutions are FORCED upon us by law, 
'F has. FREELY decided to be tribal. And in so doing 1 B'"fF ha.s freely becane one 

of the tools of A'f?CL,.rtheid which i s usro to oppress, to eli vide and rule the 
deprived :rre. j Of:' i ty in SA.. 

'It~e whole concept of a tribal tennis foundation is contrary to ~..e ~bn-racial 
principle which believes that .ALL are .equal in dignity and ~rth. It is 1 in 
other "W:>rds, acceptance of the Apartheid belief that SA is the hare of rreny 
PIDPLES to \vh.an sh.all be given 'rights ' and privileges according to 'etlmic 
origin '. 

~ believes . in and is detennined to irnplarent the UNIVF.ESAL principle of 
N:m·-racialism. Ti e language, re .... igious arld cultural differences 'that do exist 
in r.o WAY alter the FACT that l' ... U.. I-It.Ml'~S ARE HU'W\1.'\lS . Apartheid 1 b::x) 1 se l ecti vel y 
subscribes to this principle because they accept b'"lat ALL HGWNS ARE HUMANS AS 
U)N::; AS '11-IEY ARE t\1HITE. 

BTF /I.ND APARI'HEID I s CONF.rnES 

B1'F has as one of its objectives; •.• to prorrote the garre at all LEVELS of the 
..-..u.1lic of SA • 

. ~t 1 despite the high-sounding objective it has confined its activities to Cl.JLY 
A SEX:TION of the public of SA. And that section is detennined by 'race' as 
defined by Apart'1eid. And 'the levels of the public' can surely only rrean those 
artificial levels which only Ap3.rtheid recognises. 

BrF OR ·B'IU 

Another of its objectives is: .... to assist club (and) provincial ..... carpetition. 
In order to pursue this objective, BrF as a foundation 1 MUsr \-.:ork with an organisation 
v.Jhose prim:uy tasks these are. They Im.lSt co-operate with ei ther TASA or Sfu"tJ , ·the 
<::NLY bMJ such lxxiies, OR BI'F has to assume these tasks ard · becorre the BI.AO< TENNIS 
UNION. 

B'IF AND ThTERNATIONAL CXMY£'TITION 

BI'F ma.'<es provision in its constitution to becorre iilvol ved with international 
conpetition e 
'Ihey are at present actively i.rrpleme.Il.'ting this object_ive at only on..e level ~ that of 
supplying yellorshirted ~llbo"" s for ·t elevised tournarrer1ts featuring internattor1al 
tennis player • BrF i s eJ 1 i -in tf"l.e lack g 1et: tees 1 ;..'i"',.ere F \ ple are terded 
together because of ' r ace ' md frcm which they can only escape v..nen :heir laoour and 
spe.rrlir.g ,\·er are n ed . L:7 uses t :") 1---ck g}-::.. L oes s reservoir ..... of L· lll.JOys 
just as tl ese gnet-c.ces , f rom So:.veto t o che Car--e -·lats , are used as reservoirs ot 

1arour. ~/_.~,~.) . LL~"'J 
I_...,, A 

I 
! 

I 
' 

I 
I 
' 
I 

\ 



Collection Number: AG3403 

Collection Name:   Non-racial Sports History Project 

PUBLISHER: 

Publisher: Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location: Johannesburg 
©2016 

LEGAL NOTICES: 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 
omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

This document forms part of a collection, held at the Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, South Africa.


	AG3403-J2-3-1-01
	AG3403-J2-3-1-02
	AG3403-J2-3-1-03



