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"ffH** »KPIHS » HELD IN THE TRADES MALI, 30 OR* STREET, JOHAN-
NESBURG, OH THE 29TH MAY, 1955*

(This meeting commenced with the sieging of Nkosi Sekelele
Afrika).

CHAIRLADT : ™"Friends and fellow workers, we have met here this after-
noon as mothers, as citizens and as women of the future, to discuss
our plans and our demands that we are going to place before the
forthcoming Congress of the People. You have noticed in the leaflets
that we have eent out, that we are going to discuss the demands of the
women. You know that on June the 23th and 26th we are haring the
great Congress of the People. .

The Congress of the People is the organization that is
going to decide the future of South Africa. It is the organization
where the people are going to put forward their demands. You know
that we have been putting forward our demands all the time. Brery
time we meet at a meeting we pass a resolution and every time we meet
at a meeting we tell our followers what we want, but to this government
such as we have in South Africa, all these demands we have put for-
ward have been falling on futile ground.

Now we have decided that the South African people should
come forward and put their demands as one man.; Now the Congress of
the people i1s coming and we are sending delegates from all over the
country to represent the women of South Afriwa. You have often heard
of the congresses that have gathered abroad, now you are going to hear
of the Congress of the People that 1is to be held here in South Africa.
And we as mothers, guided by the Federation of South African Women,
are the people who should play the most important part inthis Con-
gress* If this Congress is to be a success we should make it so.

If our demands have got to be met, we have to know what these demands
are, ensure that they are put before Congress and work for the success
of these demands, because we as mothers, have given birth to children,
we who understand the future of our children, and i1t is we who must
see that the future of our children is well assured.

So 1 call on you heq? today to make this Congress of the
People a success. You will have noticed that we have speakers here
to speak on the special demands of the women, because we feel that if
we were to give everybody time to speak at a meeting like this, then
we would have to sit here for two months and not have everybody to say
what she wants or what they want. So we decided that we have women®s
organizations giving us their demands, and we compiled these demands,
and we are going to discuss these demands at this meeting.

Now..../2



Now we ask everybody to give us their co-operation bo
that we ehould finish our work in good time this afternoon. Friends
I want to ask that you should help us in getting out people who would
be able to supply sleeping quarters. We have one or two who are
prepared to do this, but we can ™ expect that they put up the whole
meeting. So what we are going to do is we are feoing to have alter-
natives, one night in this quarter and the next night in the other,
and I hope the women will come forward and offer their help. We are
having our first speaker here who 1s going to speak to you on the
demands that we as women are putting forward on schools and children.
Miss Mary Mkisi 1 "

(Shouts of Afrika Mayebuye 1)

MART MKISI : "l am to apeak to you on what the chairlady has already
told you about, what 1 have got to say to you.

On many occasions you will find that mothers should
work, and there is nobody who look after her children. I want to tell
this meeting that Nursery schools for free school children are also
wanted. Because this thing 1s very important to demand, because
every mother wants to have time for herself to look after her children,
clean their homes and do other things as a housewife. I think mothers
will agree with me on those demands.

One more important demand is birth control. As an Af-
rican | think most of our African women look at this thing with very
sad eyes. But I think 1t will not be wrong, because we have the
difficulty of our birth control. You will find that 1 will have a
child this year and the following year | have another one. That is
very unfortunate. When | say birth control I do not mean a mother
should say, I do not want children any more. You must have a space
in between your children to regain weight, bewause once you have
children every day it is ruining you own life. It i1s a bit difficult
but I feel 1 must say this.

Last week we had our conference here wner* we hai or<e of
our officials coaing from overseas. This official of ours toll us
that overseas, at all the places there are people who, when they
have so many children, they get an ho*our for that children. That
means that they try to 3ee how many children they can have. Here in
South Africa there is a big difference becausethe cost of living is
very high. | think mothers will agree with me that they don"t like
to see their children runaing up and down the streets asking for a
piece of bread from the "Europeans. So | ask this conference to agree
with me to send in birth controldemands. That 1s the first demand -
these are the several demand* th~t 1 put to this house.
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So, 1| think I will ask my friends.............. who are at the
conference today to speak about 1it".

CHAIRLADY : "Friede, your next dsmand put forward by the section
leaders - I will tell you we are agreed. Due to the fact that we have
a very long programme here we would give five t]inutes to discuss. |
will call on you people to please not go to Ranldfontein to Park Station
but to go straight to Park Station. Take five minutes and we have

two or three people to take part in this dicussion. Let us see by a
show of your hands ? Nobody want to take part ? Yes.......

SPEA_KJ&K : "Lady Chair, 1 would like to ask you a few questions re-
garding birth control. I am going to speak of the first demand, the
main point and the most important thing is this birth control. Many
women, 1if you are going to have a child this year and next year

again have another child, don"t forget that you have to carry this
burden for nine months before you give birth to the child. And after
givinft birth to thosechild you still have to struggle to give the
child the very few things, and on top of that you have to give clothing
for the child, and then when you have finished with that you ha*e
another baby to deliver. Don"t forget that life 1is very difficult
throughout South Africa and we all have to work. I would like to
know from youwhat £2.10.0, which your husbands earns, will help

you to go and bring up a family. I think amongst those people birth
control 1is the most important demand.

Probably our gentlemen friends here will be shocked when they
hear we demand birth control, and yet we are only trying to help thenm.
At least if we have this birth control we will be able to bring up
our children properly. When a child is three or four years old, then
you can have another one. There are many women who would like to work
but because of this they cannot work, and i1f these conditions are
improved they will be able to go and work every day. Thank you ™

CHAIRLADY : "Now can we please have somebody seconding that motion?
Ilright, can we just have your name, p]Base ? Betty....... "

(Shout8 of Afrika Mayebuye 1)

CHAIRLADY : "I will now call upon the next speaker to discuss the demand
Thank you".
SPEAKER : "I would like to put it to you friends that | am not against

birth control, because | am one of the people whom it affects. As |
am speaking hwe I have got eight children.

Afrika 1

The demand for birth control came in because we knew that
there were some people who are in this position. You know with
N European....oeeeooiaannnnnn. /4



women it la legal that they should practisa Mt-Wi-oantroL*-and their
husbands agree to it* You hars"lh the"clinics what are oalled birth
oontrol methods that are applied, thess things are not known to
aon-Borepsan people, but you oan get advioe given by special sisters
of this section. Especially in Johannesburg, for instance at Pox
Street at .......... House on Thursday Mornings at 10 o"clock, you can
go thsre and get youradvioe on birth control. Thera are special
sisters and doctors who advise you what to do, bat you oust agree
that you are to careless to go thsre and get your advice.

Now I want to say that that 1s not a question affecting
everybody. I must be quite frank about that, because some peopls
tell us that ohildren are our riches. That i1s the old African way
of looking at children, that is all I have got, 1 will never own
money, | will never own property, I will never own riches, and this
is all 1 have. If they said these things about fifty years ago
perhaps 1 would agree with them, but not today. Today if you have
three ohildren it i1s a problem how you are going to feed these chil-
dren and educate these children, which is the most important feature
about the children.

Row, when we look at our children in the streets here, hundr-
eds of children, thousands of children running about naked, you ask
yourself how much must a parent suffer for them and look what that
ohild 1s facing today. Now, every woman who are interestid in birth
contrgl can go to the clinic in which district that woemn lives. It
is not the birth control that we are dealing with in our demands,
but 1t will help you along, you go to the sister in charge of the
clinic in the district in which you live and she will tell you how,
what and where to get your advice. We should put forward those
demands for something that would be legal even for Non-European women
in the future™.

CHAIRI.ATFY : "Next speaker I"

SPEAKER : ™"Lady chair, | agree with some of these demands. On this
question of birth control we cannot do it if our husbVnds want children
what we can do we can ask them to give us a break™. ]

(Shouts of Mayebuye Afrika I )
CHAIHT.yrf 1 ™1 am going to call the next speaker, please™.

SPBAKEB 1 "Here are too many unmarried women who have children before
we can come to married women. We should instruct our children in this.
All ths ohildren we have today are children from school children

and children from our daughters, and married women can still try but

a child cannot try because she does not know anything about it".

CHAIRLADY : "It seems to me that some of the speakers think that when



«e speak of this very delicate matter hers we are foroing the thing
down their threats. We are not forcing anybody, we are speaking be-
oause thsrs are other women who asked us to put forward these demands,
there are* women who think we should®nt discuss this as it i1s too much
for them. How, i1f thoss womsn fsel we should®nt disouss it, well they
oam go. It is just .a demand we. ara-putting in and "if any*woman and
her husband fssl that they want to give their children a future, a
ssoured future, they are the people who will go formaftd. 1 don"t want
anybody to go away and say we are focing them. Thoss who accept it,
0.1. t those who feel i1t ie against thsir consciences, very well.

All we are doing is we are plannin®our future becauss the future 1in
this is varisd.

Now, ths next question in this discussion - is the sams lady
continuing on Afrioan schools™.

(Shouts of Afrika Mayebyye 1 )

SPEArgR * (Mary Mkisi ?) "This is the second demand that ws women shoul
d include, 1in fact 1 think that before 1 say this 1 should thank our
women for what they did in the past. In most places we had our women-
folk arrested, and most of our women have been astounded by the
government because of what they did. | must commend them for this
before I go on, and again | will make certain concessions concerning
what they did.

Our Bantu Education must have the sole object of raising
the education of the child. This old people and this old race are
superior to all others. The fundamental aim of education says that
education means the development of the social standing of the
individual. Basical education to develop and cultivate the indivi-
dual pupil. Any system purporting to the basis which 1ignores this
does not educate. I think this gathering will agree with me that
Bantu Education is something which should not exist in this part
of Africa.(Shouts of Africa.) Because Bantu Education is existing
nowhere, and Bantu Education has never existed, it only exists in the
minds - in the minds of the Nationalist Government. Let us speak
of Bantu Education as a thing and let me say that if we mothers of
South Africa agree with this Bantu Education, it is a sin th*t we will
have to anewer before God. Let us fight thii Bantu Education, let us
destroy this Bantu Education before it destroys the~futuxw of our
children.

Again 1| will agitate for the echools, school feeding and
free milk for all children in daily schools. More aursery schools,
primary schools and secondary schools. | want to appeal to the
women that they should know that their children should have free
sitting in school, because we are being informed now that the
government is paying very high for the education of Bantu children.



I want to challenge the Nationalist Government for speaking
a lis. The goTenuMnt 1is paying absolutely nothing for educating
our Afrioan children. *In the first place our Africans are being taken
away to work for farmers and they are not getting paid for i1t, our
Africans are paying tax every year, where, where, where on earth can
a man claim to be paying for education for your child when your hus-
band is still working hard to pay for that ohild, and there are ever
so many differences in status that the government is making oier
the African people.

So | think this demand must be tabled. Special schools
for handioapped children. 1 think parents will agree with me that there
axe ver se many African children who are lame, blind and can t *alk,”
surely w4 don"t see such things with Europeans,*we only see it with
Afrioans. Let us be united and fight against this and get special
schools for helpless children.

When 1| say this, 1 think everybody will agree with me that
in many areas we find that African children have nowhere to play. When
I speak 1 do not only say this for the town people, I also say it for
the rural areas. So this demand includes the rural areas as well as
the towns.. This conference will participate and eend this demand
to the Congress.

Vocational training and apprenticeship facilities. | think
every mother will go home and send in her own Jemands, we must also mak«
our own demands. I think as a mother of the Transvaal African Women®s
League, 1 think I must convey this message to the Women. I ask the
women 1in this hall to go about organising as many women as possible
and tell those women to send in their demands to the conference that
is to be held at Kliptown. I thank this gathering very much, as
long as we make these demands and work as hard as possible to gain
whatever they want. Let us fight for our peace, freedom, and the free-
dom of our voices". (Shouts of Mayebuye Afrikal)

CHAIRLADY : "Ladies, we can have one speaker to take part 1in this
discussion. Now friends, my reason for saying there will be only one
speaker forlhis measure is because I am convinced that we are all
hundred percent in agreement with this question of Bantu Education,
with one voice we can say it must be removed, we don"t want it at all

oosts. «
Now there 1is one important point | want to raise here,

when we speak of the handicapped children - when we speak of handi-
capped children who are mentally deficient, ygji know you will have
children in school who will remain in one standard for two or three
years. Their development i1s slow and they can"t grasp quickly, it 1is
because something is wrong with those children. There 1is only one
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land, farms and reserves. Ladies | have to explain that we had to ask
because

one of our gentlemen ffiends to come and give us this demand,
fell that we as women will not be able to give you the essence of
and put the demand aa i1t ehould be put

~N_ardships and grievances,
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S4SA2 . "Ladies and daughters, mothers”nd ~eluding sons of Afrika,

I am asked to come here this afternoon, | sup”se fortte specific view
giving some of the demands. Some of those “"demand, which 1 am
go ng to start with are as follows The right of all people to own
and work their own fax”s ; the development of all uncultivated land ;
81F di6*r*bUtl<h of la"4 =“sfgat all people , the mechanisation
of methods of food production ; the ecientiflc improvement of land by
A ““1 careful planning ; control of soil erosion and improve-
n o he soil, efficient orgalzation for the distribuion and

marketing of food, this I will end off by saying we demand sufficient

food for all people.
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at th. vast .P«os of land. mainly far«a which have been claim

S0.. Dutchman, you will find vast epaoea, fro- onepolnt to another
maa.urlng mil.., and fro. that point to the next point In another
direction more mils., and the man will Bay, thi» la my ian

pi.ee of land has been my birth for hundreds of years,
haan cultivated. This man only says, -Bit
grond”, that 1is the only silly thing

y

it has never
Is my plaas dlIt is my
Iin his head. - silly hsad.

HOW. this eort of thing in South Africa, this feudsl systenm,

so bad that you find a group of Africans working on this farm and
given th. smallest portion, and this on.

i.
man omna th. large piece o
land. Certainly th.r. ar. going to b. difficult!., th.r._,
imm.diat.ly you conc.ntrat. a group of peopl. on a small
land i1ncapable of maintaining th.m, naturslly .oil erosion must occur
andthecontrol b.tws.n the f.udal lord, his serfs, is that t sy w
render services for certain periods of th. year as a result that they
are unable to produce sufficient food which would go to recover our

economic progress n Tﬂ?g E8HHny, WS mHSt examine of course the other
related .vile to this business.
thee,

because

We must see 4uiVe clearly that
people have been concentrated on a small piece .Mand . have

b..n 1n contract b.tween them and their lord, ar. such that they
uhabl. to d.v.lop, th.n other social evils must come, "e.epeopl

, rt of necessity

I « - - -
great number of peopl. on a small piece of land. Of course they

ethaust th. water n»pl> on that small.pi.ee of land,
vegstation itself on that pisce of land must be destroyed and wh.n
th.se peopl. can"t make a living on that piece of land, Xer* m
be 1mmigration to town, and -hat happens when they come to town

They must first of all be faced with that dangerous Nazi
law the Pass Law, and you -ill appreciate of course that with the
abolition of pass laws 1In urban areas, so that when thee,, peop e come
from these area, where they can®t make a living at all,
come by way of Johannesburg to the town, so that,

a

necessar

they « 1

Lady Chair an
daughters of Africa. 1 mu.t say *

x “1av. achlev-
distribution of all lands amongst all people, then y
Ji4a fv,0t will solve progress in this part o* t
" ronl "'ng tha: PerhBpsSwe as people don"t realise,

that » government have organised cooperations for farmers,

farmers are under the protection of the land bank.
rn

and the

The government has
a do "nt not on an economic basis of developing the standard

rn this U S I X * of protecting the facilities for~th.s.

various other organizations to look aft.r



And the irrigation systems and the improvement of the land, the
intensifying of the improvement of the land is going on with the
assistance of the government. And that the day we should be able to
oreate a government in this country which government will build a
programme not to a collected group, but to all the subjects living 1in
this country, then we shall have achieved one of the greatest things

that man should deserve in this country. Tou will then realise your
responsibilities towards your fellow sufferers in the reserves, in the
farms and i1n the various rural areas of this oountry, being 1iIn

tremendously large numbere

The last i1tem here i1e, we demand sufficient food for all.
Speaking to daughter, and mothers, I am sure | am epmaking to people
who underetand this demmnd very clearly. To demand food for everybody,
I cannot Imagine th*t of all the thing, that the workers demand, that
there 1e anything which in fact will please God ,ore than the demand
that everybody sfcould have eufficient food. | think in this demand
liee one of thoee things, that the Congress of the People 1is really
the torchlight which must ultimately bring peace and good relations
between all races in this country”. (Shouts of Mayebuye Afrikal )

CHAIRLAEY ' ~“?risnds, | wonder if we really need aby discussion on

this demand, | think we all are agreed that the conditions on the far¥*,
are such as we have heard here. Now, can I ask for somebody to

propose and sscond these demande. Thank you, now can we have a vote
plea*. - all those in favour ? All thoee not in favour ? Now, may

we have the last portion of your demands ?"

m m , -Lady Chair, the last portion of my"denpnds - more and better
lands for the reserves ; schools for ohildren living In the reserves,
maternity, medical and social facilities in the reserves, shops and
controlled prices in the reserves, planned agricultural development
of the reserves ; the abolition of Hgratory labour which destroys our
family 11 fe by removing our husbands, and destroying their health,
by the conditions of their lebour and the compounds which they live
In. Ve say here that we demand that the reserve, become food pro-
ducing areas and not reservoirs for cheap labour. We demand the
transfer of trust lands to the ownership of African people ; the
abolition of convict farm labour , the payment of minimum cash wages
for all men and women working on farm. ; the abolition of child labour
on the farms ; free compulsory universal education for all children
in rural areas ; the inclusion of farm workers 1in all industrial
legislation. We demand these rights for all people in the rura
areas

Lady Chair, 1 am not gojng to keep your meeting long now.
I am going to leave out a few Items of the oppressive laws. | want
to deal with th. abolition of migratory labour which destroys our



life by removing our husbands. Lady Chair, I don"t know whether the
African people living in the urban areas, realise what we have been
doing. I don"t know - 1 don"t know the extent to which the people
living in the urban areas realise the effect of the items | was descri
bing in the first instance on the family life, and the social life
of the people in the Beservea. The evil of sending to a family, where
a man feaa got to leave his house for months if not years, it cannot
be, it cannot be conceived. You cannot understand why these 1issuea
have got to effect only one race in this country, perhaps in the world
namely the African people.

This clearly shows whit disregard the white people in this

country - I am not including the sensible ones who are here with us

of course - you cannot understand why they have not come to realise

that these people are men who are amarried to their beloved wives,

and that making them part with their wives for these lengths of time
destroys the whole social structure of the community. And 1 want to
impress you this afternoon until you realise fully that this is In
fact compulsory labour, this migratory labour is labour where you
are rorced, only the forcing element of 1t does not come directly,
you are brought into circumstances where you are bound, whether you
like i1t or not, to migrate. And the tragedy of it all is that this
system today 1is going down even to our children, 1ts going even to our
and that is why we demand the abolition of child labour

on the farms. Now, I am going to come to my last poitft, and I™m
coming to the most vital point in this country today. Schools for
children living in the aeiervea. On this point 1 gr bound to relate
it with Bantu Education. | want to say that for years, for

centuries the government has been collecting money from me,
it has been collecting money

*

children,

it has

been collecting money from the next man,
from everybody, and that money has never, 1 don"t know what portion

of i1t has been in use for the education and development of the African
children, 1 want this meeting to understand fully that we are bearing
tremendous responsibilities over the people in the eeBerves, because
comparatively there are no schools on the farms at all, comparatively
speaking there are not schools at all, and even before the birth of
these schools, Dr. Verwoerd has realised that there 1is sufficient
trouble with those areas which have a slightly._.........

I want to say again the words of some of the speakers on
these various demands, that we, the parents of children, must be
very guilt before God 1f we ever allow these children to have Bantu
Education, we are guilty of an offence. | want to say to this meeting,
that you have a duty to perform, namely, to sprwad education to the
rural areas and the reserves, and to bring that into effect, the only
way to help is to destroy Bantu Education here 1in the urban areas.
think.../11
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think 1t U my plain duty to Inj.ort .v.ry on. of you h.r. today

Ith th. .plrlt that 1. going to driv. you to oppo.. Bantu Education,
id not oppo.. It only, whlob la Jot .nough, tout to destroy or
ood".  (Shouts of Mayebuye®.)

I must aay th.r.for. Lady Chair, that I f..l that all theee
.mande ar. properly a.t and material In natur. and that thla meeting
hould b. advla.d to .and them to th. Congr... oO the People

houts of Mayebuye Afrika O

HAIHIADT . "Tou hare heard the demand., 1. there a aeoonder ? let.
GE it to the vots. ann EAGSE A" fd\Quy ? Thoa. abetainlng ? Againet.
«. thank Mr. Matlau for what h. hae eaid here this after-
won. Ho. ladles, 1 an supposed to he speaking to you on
,F housing, svsryhody here In this hall oan tsll people outside .hot
they want. Everybody here has an |883 Bf {HS tyBe of house she would
Lik. to live in, and therefore 1 feel that everybody sometimes dis-
cuss the prospecfs that 99ME ggy "Il be able to live in a house like

that -~ Just rsoently you know, ths City Counoil tried to raise
th. rent iIn the Johannesburg areas. They went on to say that if your
earnings were so muoh you were to pay so much for your rent. They
stsrted off by giving forms to the tenatns(tenants) in the Munici-

pal townships, they went to the extent of including your child e
earnings iInto that form, they went to the extent of asking iIf the wife
wa. a breadwinner or not, whether she worked, whether sh* added to

family account.

Now, friends, we have a battle to fight, those of us
who grow up 1in Johannesburg, you know that ws live in town here. 1
Uvefin town and I moved out of to~fwhen I was five years old and
I moved to Sophlatown ehn it was still sn empty .scant spot.
| Z I moved to Potchefstroon Sophlatown was still empty there was
sbMlutely no squatters to epeak about, but by then the Council o
Johannasburg has discovered that there must be an *rlan c© >
that is Orlando Bast and they came from town and saidthose peopl
in Doornfontein - now there you have a beautiful site outs e ere
onando Bast and if you live there for twenty year. ha hou e - I1

- - ifp must do something to break
r~Te/ > > > > 1 = i h~., ma”"g itw house.
“:Te r r r r

your daughter, look at those ideal houses and the rent i1s”uite cheap,”



and a bigger plot for gardening.

So the people fibll for the joke and said, ay son grows up and
ay daughter grows ap, | oan"t hare two rooms here | must get one of
thoae. The poor people forget that if they lived in Orlando for the
seoond year they had a claim on the Counoil, alright they deoided there
must be a much brighter house, given a muoh bigger one, they went and
built Vest Street, and they said the whole idea of owning a single

house in Orlando has fallen away. * - - e

Now what 1is happening to us now ? we live ailes and miles
out of town, the fare has been raised from time to time, today you are
actually paying 17/6 for a single ticket. Today you are confronted
with three different established places, today you are confronted with
soholls for your ohildren. Some children all these years, not only
since Bantu Education came into force, all these years have children
been travelling from Orlando to some other area to get their education.

Now, what 1is the position in thse houses ? In Orlando the
houses have no bathrooms, no ceiling, no sewaage, no inside doors, only
outside doors. There 1s no area in which you can say they have put
a bathroom in the house with running water. At White City they decided
to give us sewerage, at White City Orlando they made a bucket system.
They started adding to those buildings recently, and they decided that
those buckets must be full before they empty it. Now you can 1imagine
what those places Ifeok like i1f somebody go there in the morning after
those men have been there. The mother or the daughter has got to go
and clean up.

Now, the position is this, now we have a drain system because
there is sewerage, but they have no basins where to wash their(hands)
dishes. At White City where we have got no basins, what we have to do
now is to put a tin underneath and open the water to run in.

Now, there is Pretoria, what 1is going to happen to Lady
Selbome now ? People are told to move out of town and we understand
there are people who are ppying three shillings a day for transport -
a day to come into town and go back home. What has happened in Marabasta
d, what has happened in the Western Areas. Look at Meadowlands, where
is Meadowlands ? If you Just take a walk in that area and see how far
they are eending those people. The people who are moving in now will
have to get up three o"clock inthe morning to get to work at eight.
Now, 1 think it i1s time we should be able to live where we want to live,
if we feel we want to live in the centre of town wemust not be sent to
Doornfontein. We want houses where you have the facilities of hot and
cold water, and where you have your lavatory inside your house and you
oan go out any time of the night to your lavatory. We want lights, we
want our townships properly lit up. Now, friends, you have the biggest
power station in the country, you have in Orlando, but the people who



13 -

small the smoke of the power station have to live in darkness. Now

I want theae demands 1in houaea to go into the Freedom Charter. |If |
want to live iIn Parktown and 1 have the money, 1 would go and live 1in
ay house there. (Shouts of Mayebuye.) You take some people from
Cyrildene or Sunnyaide and put them”~in Moroka, and see if they w>uld
like 1t. Now, do you agree with me that theae demanda on housea

and on tranaport should go in ?"

AUDIENCE s "Agreed".

CHAIRLADY : "Our next apeaker here will be Mrs. Joseph our Secretary".
HELEN JOSEPH : "tfrika t"

AUDIENCE : "Mayebuye®."

HELEN JOSEPH : "Lady Chair, friends and fellow women, 1 am gojng to
be very short today because our time is going by quickly. I chose
this set of demands because these are the things that | would like to
see and these are the things I want to talk of.

These are the demands that the Coloured people when they get
old, the Coloured people when they get sick, the Coloured people when
they are well, these are the demand for the Coloured®s freedom of
speech and their right to vote. Today we are all workers here, all
of us will one day be too old to work, some of us may one day be too
sick too work, and what will happen to us then when we are too old and

too siok ?

In this country the government makesprovision for me, but it
does not make provision for all the friends | see here before me. In
every civilized country in the world the government makes provision
for the people who are too old and too sick to work, but not in
South Africa. Here the government makes provision for the white
people, they can draw old age pension, they can draw sickness pension.
The pensions are not high, they are £9 per month, but what do the

African people dr**, 1f and when they draw anything ? The pension is"nt

even paid every month, on every two months, every three months, and
how much is 1t ? A pound. A human person cannot live on that, and we
as women demand that thse things should be put right.

We demand that proper provision shall be made for all
people who are too old or too sick to work. We de™nand also attendtion
for us who are old and too sick to work and look ajfter themselves,
there should be proper places where the old people can be cared for,
and these things we demand for all people because they exist for a
few Europeans, not for all Europeans, they just exist for a few
Europeans, they don"t exist at all for the Indian people, and the
Coloured people and the African people, and we demand that the State
shall demand a proper medical service, doctors, nurses and medicines
for all people in South Africa. We demand there shall be free..... /14



free hospitals for all people In South Afrlos.

As | have said In every civ:Iised country 1in the world
these things are provided for people who are sick, and for people
who Bust go to hospital. And we demand that our wagas sfcould be
sufficient to meet the cost of living, 1le demand it because wv are
women and we know what It is like to have no money to buy food for
the children. How many women like us here are forced to go out to
work, to leave their ohildren because the wages that their husbands
earn are not enough to meet the cost of the food that they eat. In thii
country we talk about the oost of living allowance, but i1t does"nt
meet the cost of living. So we demand that that cost of living
shall be increased so that it meets the cost of living.

And we demand that all the African people as well as the
people of other races shall be protected when there 1is unemployment.
When the government started the unemployment insurance, all the
people were inoluded. Then the government said i1t is too difficult,
it costs too much to coger all the African people, so-although the
African people has paid a thousand pounds into the unemployment
insurance fund, they were then put out of it. Today only African
people who earn more than £180 a year can belong to the unemploy-
ment iInsurance. But today that fund stands at £62,000,000 and still
the African people are not all included. So we demand, and this 1is
one of our strong demands, that all"people be protected in times
of unemployment.

And now 1 come perhaps to the most important of all our
demands, that 1is, that no person in South Africa, be they man or woman,
African, Coloured, Indian or European, shall be required to carry
a pass of any sort. (Shouts of Mayebuye.)

Order 1 Order -

It 1s going to come to all of us from this government, but
I think that we are going to say that we, the workers of South
Africa, will never carry passes. ( Shouts of Mayebuye) And that is
our demand, we the women of South Africa demand there shall be no
more passes.

These are our demands, how do we get them ? We feet them
first by the biggest demand of all, and that is the vote for all the
people iIn South Africa. Every living pernor: in South Africa who 1is
old enough to think should vote, no matter what the colour of the
skin may be. He 1is entitled to that fundamental human right to"share
in the government of the country. And so we, the women of South
Africa, represented here at thic meeting, demand ther.e righst for all
the people, all the people of Africa. Afrika 1"

AUTUEJ?CE : "Mayebuye~
CHAIKLAPY .. .. ..... /15
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2541 RM21 I Tnm your respone | gather you are all In agreement

ith Mrs. Joseph. Is that so ?"

AUDIENCE : ™"Yes".

- #MAPT " "L8t US 3ee aa»0- of your hande. Thank you.

- _ - " - * l* oo
will %2& MFS. TM'e gs Vgggﬁla) to ssegg gnge5¥ter that welgﬁglﬂ

oosa -
oome to the business of the congress-. (Shouts of Afrlks 1t

MRS .(MOOSA-VUNDHLA) -Lady Chair, ftl.nds,
1 know you are all in a hurry to go home. 1"m ,
demands first and then 1 am 8O$QP 8 gsggk 18 you on tﬁzse deﬁjﬁ&{FhB

in South Africa the right to vot.
Pay for equal work

I .m be very
because

*e demand for all women
fu,l opportunity in all spheres of work, equal
equal right for the guardianship of our children.

lﬁé; u; fgﬂw%; r{g’;%%’lameSoi#% to speak on these demands 1 have

v ” P 0 you. We, the mon-wHite women of South Africa

have no say whatever in the government of our country The =

of South Africa i1s twelve million people of wh “*/ 1 1 N
hits yet we have not got the vote which 1s a very important

- b3CaU3e the Veldes the Government of the
iIs only the white people who have got the

in other countries that woln

country
country. Yet we see it

vote and not the black people, we see

Stated dmPOrt“ht Part in thelr countries where they officiate in
state bodies, Provincial and Municipal bodies, and we also see 1In

other countries such Russia, i1f tbey feel llke

2 M T - : = _
h " Tr Id'iR’tMeaﬁggg »gtfgolﬂgtua w}P§Xigegad a second officer

*»t

capable 8f "daking”such a pdsition. 837 that We « - *» «-e

TTUaira" 83 1 "as 3a*In« the vote is very important. The
an women In Natal, Transvaal and Orange Free State have not got

he franchise. But they still enjoy a little part of the franchise

men

ButTdoTN\the T I0Ured men 8nd W<hen In » < «es only.

*
Non _ HroBean wémanc¥oh5¥p5835ht %ﬁeyﬁgoEPQWi%ﬂtﬁ3p8058¥?|W$oPag a
teachers T / ~ "" ha * x _.docotors, nurses and
chers. If ,e are given the full opportunity we can prove to them

that we are capable of doing all those things.

i 11116 ~ P8ak . h > .

5ﬁérdéy we6may ﬁaég thdX<R|th %HS A%§%IC and Hydrgggﬁngombo
it is to be a mother. Ae mothers we

We see today that they are out

it ia

ot all.
ese maniacs do not know what
ino want to see life destroyed.
0 ave a third world war. These capitalists want war because

The women are the people who are asking to

for their own benefit.
....../I 6
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asking to ban war because they are the people who suffer. We
have seen the horrors which t”e atom bomb has done - has done to
innocent people, to mothers, children and fathers in Hiroshima
in Japan. \

As far as South Africa is concerned, the days are past when
we 1n South Africa can comfort ourselves with the story that war will
not come to us. This 1is avery iImportant question and you must
remember thie. South Africa 1i1s the main uranium producer forthe
American block, you all know that uranium is produced in South Africa,
and uranium is used for the atom bomb.

In the event of a third world war places like London, 1if
these centres should suffer an attack by the Atom bomb, the entire
population will be wiped out and the rest of the country will face
radiation, poison and starvation. It i1s for us in South Africa to
unite ourselves with this great movement for peace in the world.
Anyone who cares for the future of South Africa and the world will
not stand aside. Afrika 1 "

AUDIENCE : "Mayebuyel "

CHAIRLADY s "Now friends, this has been a very important portion of
ourdemands. You know once 1in a year in the month of February the
African people are always reminded of that............... that took six
hundred of our sons. We as mothers has the right to say that no son
or husband of mine will ever take part in an* war. We do not want
sueh memories, we do not want war. It does not matter whether you
are African, Coloured or Indian. We have no a battle to fight but
that i1s a battle for peace and not tc kill other people. Do you
agree with her that this i1s a demand that we all must put forward.
Do you agree ?"

AUDIENCE : "Yes".

CHAIRLADY : "Thank you very much. Now ladies we are coming towards
the final stages of our conference which Is a very 1important stage

of our conference. Now, friends we have come here together because
we want to prepare for the Congress of the People. Now, we want to
do this iIn the shortest space of time. We want to elect some dele-
gates to the Congress of the People. We want ten delegates from this
meeting. We have delgates here from Natalspruit, Boksburg, Benoni,
Springs, Sophiatown, Brakpan, Orlando and Kliptown. Now, can you
please give us the names of ten people that you would like to re-

present you at that congress.
Helen Joseph. ttoi  *

Benoni.
(Seboko) Orlando West No. 2. Mary Thlatswayo - Natalsprui
(Mekwaye) - Mrs- Moo9a ““BrallPan-
Mrs. Price - Sophiatown. Pauline Mak.e - Germiston.

Mrs. Polio - Brakpan. (Other names Inaudible.)



Wm £*«*e» m taitnwM Ffirm mm?* ee tew *epnl*ee X
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Ivilti pM]I1* (hi MaUt4 to c» mad pml fomr i year demmado »t tte
Oninaa of the People, show jJrw haada, ploaoe. Thank yoa.

In Matte, X mat to make thla = MMiinnt to tte
delegates (tel km* hooa olootad, that m 1 ottetiw aad food will te
supplied, tet dologstae oteo areeaooaaedatod, 1f ttef to ten
Hoir aoniail toa, thaj will luvo to fa# “or tteir aeralng toa» tet
otherwise food mill bo provided for ovtf|Wdjr. 1o taat understood 7m

fOTIIfCl « Too*.

synna « "Chalrladj, I ten got a friend boro I™» Mashina who Lao
ooao froa Bushbuahridge oad ho wish to emj eoaettHngf.

t "Alright, Juot wait a bit ttea we weLl take jour
rT-——r VoW( x hare oao laot speaker for two eaoeado, aad aloo that

la *re. iowallo™™

|H~ r aos?,AINIx « (Speaking la i1atlve interpreted lato ftogllsh)

"Afrlka"*

AWIftffgf *
Jpg. wp8*ABTT » "All the speakers have shown you what we need. What
Z waat to opoak to you about, It dooo not holp uo to say quite a lot

af aad yet so doa"t do it, it dooo not holp uo to say vo aro
gelag to do tfela and wo don"t do It. It doos not help us to do thio
loxk aad jot wo have not got anj aonej. If wo reailj a-an wha* wo

eaj we will do eoaething about It.

I want to giro yod a little exaaple of what is going oa.
Toa all niriitii 1 the Europeans did on flsdneoday, they showed bj their
actions that they did not want that law. 1 am asking you ladies
here today to do your work. All these things used money. Thio
oonferenee I»*a no mousy, T therefor©® ask you for aoney, even t-iese
demands will not ooas to jou if you have no money. Woaeu | a*
appealing to you, you also try and show thewhite pooplo that ywu are
aloo woman, 1 want you to $lve money now, we are goln®, to i*sk jom for
aonoj. You ere being nuked to raiee note! in order to aako this
Coagroos a sueoeos. We appeal to jou that when you get to your hoaee,
aloo try aad raise aonej. Kake it your duty to walk into every house
.nil toll thoa about this. JBeoause what we are going to do is not Just
for you aad ao, hit i1t is for those people 1in every house. We cannot
Jaot opoak about thic yet there 10 no aoaoj. That is all we ask
yoa, whatever you give will be welooae*.

I1TTA



(Singing while collection 1s being taken).

£BAIRLAOT * "r WU1l <" slve Mr- a few minutes to speak-.

MASHINA * (Speaking in Native interpreted into Ehgli.h.)

I have come here to tell you about what i1/happenin*

where 1 oo.e fro., hut 1 a* not representyfanybody /have u t

oome here. There is another fan, there...f. \ 8VejUSt
(Not interpreted further - speaker earring on*~n™ u “° ,
L * H ) " J?
(ringing of Nkosi Sekelele Afrika.) nf
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AT M QAM HATIOKAL COH&HT*flI WHENI1* MWt - n n J (Q)
Ohr. 1- **eee ShanAu.
B«o. I- K. Mhlakwane. (Bra)
Sp«*k«r. I- are. 1. Kkuaa.
Men 12.
Women le 400.
Date an* Time 26/10/66 11.80a«.
Objeot I- *»mmeee *or Women.
A*vertieement X- Verbal.

Thalrla*y opened the meeting «n* eald:- The objeot of
thle meeting 1e a e»* one eo we *eol*e* to oall this meeting eo
that you muet all hear for youreslvss. Totay the flort want as to
carry peesee Sut th. flr.t one will be called Pr~ UM«
another one for Ildentity, eo | think thle touche. heart..
toes not agree with w* women. Thle le your ohange to
your views Noyltombl dlamlni) Thle le a very serious
daman* our eerloue reaction now we are to n
think you all do not like, few wseke baok wa had a
local authorities wtkk but they denied that "m en*1U < arry paj.ee
but only a privilege paee, but svsn then we do not want that, be-
cause It will eventually lead to another pass.

UKKNOWN U/FSKALE x- Let me tell you 0f one thingJShat this
pass 1e a gate way to oarrylng of Dom pass (ref book) during™*

_war our son. went to the war «< « « » i
things but non of suoh were given ue Instead this

Is the answsr.
so | object to any pass for women.

K/FE.-ALE (mrs) NQCOBO I say I will not carry any pass,

eo | suggest
that we all refuse to carry It.

UNKNOWN N/miALE ex»!* |f to t"
It. We are women under our husbhands so e s
carry any pass.

UKKKOWN N/F. more than this pass law for women, we have
Nouhl~™n th. lo»l dort took om tl.1. Pl.o. « ™ ™ T *

. h.tt.r UTInt but now w. «r. . lo v. »r.
think It 1s white women who suggested thle kin* or passes

here to objeotagalx.kx** to this.

NOYINTOMBI DIAKINI I stand to ask you whether you agree to oarryingof
passes ? answer No. unanimously.

VTOTOITA TOBA 1 stand to say from now 1 will

not carry any ?ass
whatsoever.

ttODAH NtVAYAMA:- | obj.ot to >hl. Do. P».. _ )
are in favour of this™ for they eay their children are wo.1 t

ng
In towns.
FAORA MDLALOSS 1 also objeot to oarrylng of passes by women.
MRS MITZE W ;
H. OSTRITCH.U 1 .tan* to «y *o you Illk. to oarn, L
mouely No .Then said w# are In hard tlmee few week* we me, c
AN 1h.0P.«*u ryrws rl -uH-¢€E
i e a s jJ :
suoh in Aot now th. Oommltt.. wlU ...t »n« «.ol*. how tnl.

money will be kept and used.
DOROTHY NYEMBE said:- to all deughtere of Afrloa 1 am greatful to

be preeent to tell thle that the., two Government, are one In this



plan of patttt for woatn ptoplt fro* tht agt of 16 upwor*a everyone
will hare to carry paisas, there Is * feeble exouat that there vill

be a prilrllage pats whloh will htlp tht reel*tnt, 1 tay that It not
trut, thlt patt atan ttportatlon to you an* It will star* “oir. wcwn
worktrt In townt, all Europeana will aek for thlt pate, anl If ;ou
hart no tuch thtrt would bt work for you. 1 tay wt woul* rath*: <3#
thtn to oarry It, what It more wt will bt rlotlaa of tht Po-lce Forc”
who will bt authorise* to *eman* tuoh an* falling to pro*uoe yo_ -;1l
hart to comply with hit *ttlrtt.

vwg. t. MHIAKVANE I ttt tht *anger of thttt patttt wt will her*
*1fftrtnt ohll*rtn from *1fftrtnt men of tht Pollot Foroe ehoulC
allow ourttlrtt to carry patttt to If you loTt your hueban* object to
It.

EMELIA KAMABENG I tay patttt of any kin* art for mtn not for <oaen
tharafora | saa no reaton why 1| thoul* oarry ont, ao I will not carry
It..

MIBB FLORENCE MJICIZE sal*:- How I as oonrlnot* that tha majority of
you preatnt htrt *o not lIlkt paaaaa. tharafora 1| appaal to you to
Join our Congrett tht A.N.C. not tht Bantu national Congrtat 1 thara-
fora a*rlae you not to follow tha lattar congress

A. NENE Ohrl. 1 aa thankful for tha opportunity glren ma In thla
meeting, but | atan* to tty wt of tht A_LN.C. art oppott* to anything
that It a paptr or patt of any kin* for bofch mtn an* women. In fac*
thtrt will bt no tlfferenoe bttwttn your patttt an* aare they say all
racoea will oawry same but tlnot wt atn oarrlt* tht rtftrtno* book, *
hart tttn no Europeant Colourt* or In*lan btlng *tnan*e4 by Pollot
for any rtf. book ? to that It wh* I tay thtrt will bt 1lfftrtnot with
rtgar* to prirllagt patt | tay onot a womtn It narrle* 1 ttt no net*
for haring a prilrllagt past lthtrtfort grtatly aympathltt with you,
mort ortr thlt tyttta It an In*lraot way for *tporting your tont back
to farat only, thty know that you hart no hoatt In farat but In towna
to thty want to prorlAt faratrt with ohtap labourart.

P. MmAPI talA, Flretly I nit thank tht prttanot of all our woaen
folk to objtot to carrying of patttt for thoul* you agree to euoh

you will ba Baking thli*i aort *Iffloult for ut, rmmtow wt art all
ohrlttlant, how muoh Ao you Ilkt It whtn going to ohuroh an* you attt
a Pollotaan an* *eaan* patt froa you an* Inttta* of going to ohuroh
you go to gaol to Z any, you suit bt *ateralna* an* rafuta anything
that i1t a patt for you.

meeting oloat* at 1.36pa.

Jj/D/Mf* K. zZULU.- . -
Maabera of tha Afrloan National Congratt prattnt In thlt atttlng wtrt:-

Htnrilttta Ottrltoh 7 ijila
Dorothy Mytabt. -
Flortnot KklIxt. - *r*ew
Aaon Mena. - )
Paatol MngaAl “ flit*
Moylntoabl Dlaminl.
Sir
Partloulart of tht following woatn will follow toon at pottlblt
thut (Mrt) Shan*u. Hrt. E. Kklakwant. Mrt. *_Mkuaa(but *1* not
apaak.)

Tht atttlng wat poorly oontrollt* an* aa*t It *Iffloult
to obtain naaet of other voata who tpokt In tha at" ting*
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«81TIUTBS Of mj! MKKTINS OP THE "~OMEN*S SECTION 0? THE A.N.NC.
held in Durban.19th December .1954*
Masent were the members of the Natal League,The Cape,the Trw State
and the Tran evaal with the honour of Hr. Tshunungwa,National.
Organiser for African National Comgrese.
Mrs. L JMljcitPresident of the fi-ansvall Province Presided over the
meeting.
In her opening remark# the Chairlady said ;MWe have been given
a few hours by the National Conference to meet as the women®s
Section to discuss the following items:
(1). Problems affecting as as women and
(i1) The reason why te were put in the Programme of the
Conference.
She then asked MisslIMntwana, Former President of the
"omen"s Section,Transva”™ 1fto lead the house on the question of
the Woman®s SeM 1on in the Programme.

Miss Mntwana:M n "™ 1 had been requested early this year as the then
President of the Tran.gvaal thy tha ronPrhi thr” Iflh

Sescetary Genora”™ "W-jnake preparations for THe Nationalization of the
Women®s Section. 1 then too# sjteps towards that end,which resulted

in the Women"s Section being included in the Comferenaa Programme.
After some discussion on this question,the house agreed

upon having a National Conference the folowing year.

At this juncture, the Chair lady,called upon Mr Tshununguwa to

explain to the house what Congress 1is.

Mr Tshunungwa explained fully what Congress is,and stated the rea-

sons why Women wereaneeded in the Organisation.

"The time has paaaed when the women are to remain 1in

Kitchen””he said"we have realised that without their tafi) we

shalljaever obtain Preedon in our Lifetime!. xhe woiren must stand

together with their menfolk,in the struggle for the Liberation of

the African People.

He further stated that there are certain issues that could be fought

better by women than by men,i.e. the Bantu Education Act.

He pointed out that women must prepare themselves fo r the National

Conference of the women.

Their tasks are as folio?s*-

Organise women into confress,form Branches in the Provinces and

haw Provincial Executives in the areas where there are none,suah

as the Cape,the Free State ana Natal.

He said he was 1in agreement with those members who suggested setting

up a Commitee to prepare for the Conference.

After he had left the meeting the house agreed apon electing a

Commia t te e * fmwe-d.

Thia ~ommittee consisted of Seventeen members which were divide#

inkto our Groups,each group for the different Provinces.



M . 10, 4 1 . ®
“ M ftrfcher appointed Mfcs Ngoyi as Convener of the Jonferencs.

ABAJTU EDUCATION. -—-

Ths Chairlady on leading the house on *ant*Education,said that this
ACt was more dangerous than any of theoppresive laws passed by the
Rationalist Government wupon the African people, in that it is 1Imk
intended to dwarf the minds of the children™thus rendering them
proper and willing s”ree,

ffe can not bare children for Dr. Verwoerd to do wfcat he likes with
th«m H she said.

After a lenghty discussion on this issue,the house agreed upon the
withdrawal of the children from the Government schools as from

the 1st April,1955 when this Act shall begin.

This was endorsing the dic”sion taken by the National Conference of
the African National Congress.

MEMBERS OF THE NATIOMAL WORKING COMMITTEEE.

Transvaal.
Mrs. L_.Ngoyl, Mrs. E. Motingwa,Miss | Mntwana, Mrs C. Kraai,and
Miss V. Mngoma.

flipe.

Mrs Mahambehlala,t»"rs. Makani,!.js Sakwe, "

Free State.

Mr8 Mohlakwanara Titus,"rs Tvafora, Mrs Motaung*
Natal.

Mrs G.Kuzwayo,?"1s3 Kkize,Mrs Chabane,and Mrs G. Jhonco.
I
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