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Thf Forum, May 14, 1949

The Week

"Christian National Education”
Stals Was Adamant About Native School Feeding
M.P.

Dr.

By DR. BERNARD FRIEDMAN,

'I"\HE debate on "Christian

National Education” was pro-
bably the liveliest of the session.
The Government were imme-
diately forced on the defensive.
Dr. Stals disavowed any inten-
tion of forcing the plan of the
Instituut vir Christelike Nasio-
nale Onderwys on our educational
institutions and asserted that it
was in conflict with the prin-
ciples of the Nationalist Party.
He went on to say, however,
that the notorious brochure
signed, amongst others, by Dr.
Donges and Dr. Jansen, merely
intended to give a general lead
on the subject of educational
policy.

The Minister’'s explanation is
much too naive. The brochure
represents the aspirations of a
powerful and ambitious pressure
group. Their aim is to establish
an authoritarian system of edu-
cation. Their plan bears an
obvious and striking resemblance
. to the system of indoctrination
practised in Nazi Germany.

Rewrote History

The theoreticians of National
Socialism sought to provide a
philosophical justification for the
spirit of Nazi aggression and
invest it with the sanctions of
religion and morality. Culture
was not an end in. itself; it \Vas
used as an instrument of national
aggrandisement. Whatever was
universal and moral in their
great poets and thinkers like
Goethe and Schiller they re-
jected; whatever was tribal and
immoral they selected and glori-
fied. They even rewrote the
history of Germany to make it
appear that from the earliest
days of the Nibelungen legends
the Germans have been a
superior people destined to the
attainment of power and mas-

|jg’\B »
f\
m mm
tery. They succeeded in indoc-
tri'nating the German youth

with a mystical tribalism which

exalted the conception of the
herrenvolk.

The exponents of “Christian
National Education” have the

same end in view. Their plan is
a system of indoctrination. They
also select and glorify what they
conceive to be the distinctive
features of their culture. Their
system is designed to ensure
Afrikaner exclusiveness and
domination. In short, the aim of
their educational policy is to
produce an Afrikaner herren-
volk. As in the case of Germany
such a system of indoctrination
,must have disastrous consequen-
ces. In our multiracial society
especially, at must give rise

ultimate disaster. This debate
has undoubtedlg served a useful
purpose. But “the progressive
forces must not relax theiij
vigilance they must maintain a
close watch on all develoPments
in the educational field.

Minister’s Responsibility

When the
vote came under
the Opposition concentrated
chiefly on the Government’s
decision to limit and ultimately

.Native education
consideration

In Parliament

Debate Forced Government On Defensive

to abolish the provision for the
feeding of Native schoolchildren.
Dr. Stals, however, was adamant.
He took full responsibility for a
decision which one suspects had
been forced upon him by the
reactionary elements in his own
Party and would not yield to
argument, persuasion or invect-
ive. Government spokesmen
argued with singular unanimity
that a misguided benevolence
was making the Natives far too
dependent on the White people.
This, of course, is a preposterous
argument.

To assert that eight million
Bantu are dependent on two
million Whites is like asserting
that the base_ of a pyramid is
suspended from its apex. White
economy is built on the basis
of Native labour. But figures
relating to the spread of disease,
especially malnutrition and
tuberculosis, show very clearly

our proSperity rests on a
crumbling foundation. The re-
P°rt of the Committee on Native
School Feeding states that the
scheme serves to build up resist-
ance against disease. A prudent
Government would therefore not
abolish the scheme but extend
it. lor money spent—onm—promot-
mrg—hedlthS and efficiency would
not be wastéful expenditure. It
would B¢ dn—investment in the
most precious of all the factors
of production, namely the work-
ers themselves.

fFie Rea| Reason
Duri the CQUrse tw
debate Government back.

ls)eel?/CherS who eg((!)r ssed them-

of

es rather mo ree on the

0 sub]ect of Native education than
internecine conflicts and lead t&

theif Minister, gave the, I-Tguse
a very clear insight into their
attitude to Native progress m
-general.

According to these exponents
of Apartheid, the previous Gov-
ernment, influenced bﬁ{ the liberal

elements 'in "the” United Party,’

had imposed an artificial educa-
tion on the Natives. This “liberal”
education was corrupting the
Native, estranging him from his
tribal origins and turning him
into an “imitation Westerner”,
The Natives, they insist, must

Page 9
remain tribal, primitive and
separate.

These  obscurantists forget

that it is we European* who do
not allow the Natives to remain
tribal, primitive and separate.
We brought them into our midst
to serve our needs. We are trans-
forming them from a primitive
peasantry into an urban prole-
tariat. What is the wuse of
preaching the virtues of the
simple tribal life to an urban
proletariat? Contact with West-
ern civilisation acts on them. It
awakens aspirations for a fuller,
freer life. They regard education
as the key to a better way of
life.

Our Obligation

If there is any validity in the
conception of trusteeship, then
it is an inescapable obligation to
satisfy these aspirations which
have developed in circumstances
which we have created. What
emerges from this debate is that
the whole Native policy of the

Government is based on a fun-
damental contradiction.

On the one hand there is the
fear that Native progress is a
threat to White supremacy; on
the other hand there is the

irresistible desire to exploit the
Native for their own advantage.
Fear of Native progress deprives
the White man of the full and
efficient co-operation of the
Native whilst exploitation is con-
stantly breaking down the bar-
riers of segregation.

Only an enlightened Native
policy which recognises that
Native progress is fundamental
to the progress and prosperity
of the community as a whole
can resolve this crippling con-
tradiction.

Contrasts."”
Atlanta Journal

“Study in
—The



What do you consider the most Important_.chaiiges at ~resent.tafejng eplaos
in the Social Conditions of the Native?

The most important changes are all associated with the impact of
Western civilization, as represented "by the Europeans in South Africa, upon

the indigenous culture of the Native.
Among the most important changes are the following:
(i) increasing de~trealization of the Native, and

increasing urbanization of the Native, leading to the growth of
a native pro-le~riaV.

(ii) loss of cultural sanctions, e.g., tribal and parental authority;

(iii) growth of an African consciousness or nationalism.

* LW & *»
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