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The Week In Parliament

"Christian National Education” Debate Forced Government On Defensive 

:: Dr. Stals Was Adamant About Native School Feeding
By DR. BERNARD FRIEDMAN, M.P.

'I^H E debate on " C h r i s t i a n  

N ational E ducation” w as pro
bably the liveliest of the session. 
The Governm ent w ere imme
d iate ly  forced on the defensive. 
Dr. S ta ls disavowed any inten
tion o f forcin g the plan o f the 
In stituut v ir  C hristelike Nasio- 
nale O nderwys on our educational 
institutions and asserted th at it 
w as in conflict w ith the prin
ciples of the N ationalist P a rty . 
He w ent on to  say, however, 
th a t the notorious brochure 
signed, am ongst others, by  Dr. 
D onges and Dr. Jansen, m erely 
intended to give a general lead 
on the subject o f educational 
policy.

The M inister’s explanation is 
m uch too naive. The brochure 
represents the aspirations o f a 
pow erful and am bitious pressure 
group. T heir aim  is to establish 
an authoritarian  system  o f edu
cation. T heir plan bears an 
obvious and strik in g  resem blance 

. to  the system  of indoctrination 
practised in N azi Germ any.

Rewrote History

T he theoreticians of N ational 
Socialism  sought to provide a 
philosophical justification  fo r the 
spirit o f N azi aggression and 
invest it w ith  the sanctions of 
religion and m orality. Culture 
w as not an end in. itself; it  \Vas 
used as an instrum ent of national 
aggrandisem ent. W h atever w as 
universal and m oral in their 
g rea t poets and thinkers like 
G oethe and Schiller they re
jected; w hatever w as tribal and 
im m oral they selected and glori
fied. T hey even rew rote the 
h istory  of G erm any to m ake it 
appear th at from  the earliest 
days of the Nibelungen legends 
the Germ ans have been a 
superior people destined to the 
attainment o f power and mas-

to abolish the provision fo r the 
feeding of N ative schoolchildren. 
Dr. Stals, however, w as adamant. 
He took full responsibility fo r a 
decision w hich one suspects had 
been forced upon him by the 
reactionary elem ents in his own 

| j g ^ B  » Party  and would not yield to 
argum ent, persuasion or invect- 

f  \  ive. Governm ent s p o k e s m e n
m  mm  argued w ith singular unanim ity 

th at a misguided benevolence 
w as m aking the N atives fa r  too 
dependent on the W hite people. 
This, o f course, is a preposterous 
argum ent.

To assert th at eight million 
B antu are dependent on two 
million W hites is like  asserting 
th at the base_ of a pyram id is 
suspended from  its apex. W hite 
economy is built on the basis 
of N ative labour. B ut figures 
relatin g to the spread of disease, 
e s p e c i a l l y  m alnutrition and 

. tuberculosis, show very  clearly
trin atin g the Germ an youth our proSperity  rests on a
w ith  a m ystical tribalism  w hich crum bling foundation. The re
exalted the conception of the P °rt of the Com m ittee on N ative

tery. T hey succeeded in indoc-

herrenvolk.
The exponents o f “ Christian 

N ational Education” have the

School Feeding states that the 
scheme serves to build up resist
ance against disease. A  prudent 
Governm ent would therefore notsam e end in view. T heir plan is. . . ,  , . abolish the scheme but extend

a system  o f indoctrination. They ___________, , , , , it. l o r  money spent on promot-also select and g lo rify  w hat they ._,___ . « . . , ... m g health and efficiency would
conceive to be the distinctive Z , .  , , ..  . ,  ,, . not be w astefu l expenditure. Itfeatures of their culture. Their ___. „ „  .______ ____. .

remain tribal, prim itive and 
separate.

These obscurantists fo rget 
th a t it  is w e European* who do 
not allow  the N atives to rem ain 
tribal, prim itive and separate. 
W e brought them  into our m idst 
to serve our needs. W e are tran s
form ing them  from  a  prim itive 
peasantry into an urban prole
tariat. W hat is the use o f 
preaching the virtues of the 
simple tribal life  to an urban 
p ro letariat?  C on tact w ith  W est
ern civilisation acts on them. It 
aw akens aspirations for a  fuller, 
freer life. T hey regard education 
as the key  to a  better w ay  of 
life.

Our Obligation
I f  there is any valid ity  in the 

conception o f trusteeship, then 
it is an inescapable obligation to 
sa tis fy  these aspirations w hich 
have developed in circum stances 
which w e have created. W hat 
em erges from  this debate is th at 
the whole N ative policy of the 
Governm ent is based on a  fun
dam ental contradiction.

On the one hand there is the 
fear that N ative  progress is a 
threat to W hite suprem acy; on 
the other hand there is the 
irresistible desire to exploit the 
N ative fo r their own advantage. 
F ear of N ative progress deprives 
the W hite man of the fu ll and 
efficient co-operation of the 
N ative w hilst exploitation is con
stan tly  breaking down the bar
riers o f segregation.

O nly an enlightened N ative  
policy w hich recognises th at 
N ative progress is fundam ental 
to the progress and prosperity 
of the com m unity as a  whole 
can resolve this crippling con
tradiction.

would be an investm ent in the 
m ost precious of all the factors 
of production, nam ely the w ork
ers them selves.

system  is designed to ensure
A f r i k a n e r  exclusiveness and
domination. In short, the aim  of
their educational policy is to
produce an A frik a n er herren- fFie Re a | Reason
volk. A s  in the case of G erm any Duri the CQUrse o f tw
such a system  of indoctrination debate G o v e r n m e n t  back.

,m ust have disastrous consequen- , , , ,T .. .  . . benchers who expressed them-
ces. In our m ultiracial society selyes rather more freel on the
especially, at m ust give rise 0 sub]ect of N ative education than 
internecine conflicts and lead t<& .. TT... . ,. . _. . . . their M inister, gave the House ultim ate disaster. This debate , . . . .  . * . . .. , , . , a  very  clear insight into theirhas undoubtedly served a  usefulJ at t i t ude to N ative progress mthe progressive _____ ,general.purpose. B ut 
forces m ust not relax theiij. . . . A ccordin g to  these exponentsvig ilan ce they m ust m aintain a  - ., . . . of A partheid, the previous Gov-close w atch  on all developm ents _  .  . ... ,.. , .. . .. . . f  “ ernment, influenced by the liberalin the educational field. , _  , . ., TI . _ .elem ents in the United P a rty ,

had imposed an artificial educa
tion on the N atives. This “ liberal”

Minister’s Responsibility

W hen the .Native education education w as corrupting the
vote cam e under consideration N ative, estran gin g him from  his
the Opposition concentrated tribal origins and turning him
chiefly  on the Governm ent’s into an “ im itation W esterner” ,
decision to lim it and u ltim ately The N atives, they insist, m ust

‘‘S tudy in C o n trasts."
— The A tla n ta  Jou rn a l



What do you consider the most lmportant_..chaiiges a t  .̂ r e s e n t . tafejng •plao.s  
in  the S o c ia l  Conditions of the N a tiv e ?

The most important changes are a l l  a sso c ia te d  w ith the impact of  
Western c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  as represented "by the Europeans i n  South A fr ic a ,  upon 
the indigenous cu ltu re  of the N ative.

Among the most important changes are the follo w in g:

( i )  in cre asin g  de~t r e a l i z a t i o n  of the N ativ e, and

in cre asin g  u rb an izatio n  of the N ativ e, le a d in g  to the growth of  
a n ative  p ro -le ^ ria V .

( i i )  lo s s  of c u ltu r a l  sanctions, e . g . ,  t r i b a l  and p a re n tal a u th o rity;

( i i i )  growth of an A fr ic a n  consciousness or nationalism .
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