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Dear friend,

N Recent internetionel events have been very favourable

4o0r the forces of peace. The historic Geneva Conference assisted
in the easing of the tense morld climate, end the great Helsinki
Assembly for Peace proved to the world the strength of the Peace
Movement end the desire of millions of human beings. It is time
that the South African Peace Council takes stock of the existing
international situation and consolidate the peace movement in

our country*

The Secretariat of the South African- Peace Council
has decided that a meeting of theAbe called iIn* order to put
the Council on a proper working ba”~s, and to discuss and decide
on matters of emergency.

A meeting has therefore been convened for the 1st,
November,1955, (Tuesday) at the Kholwad Board-Room, 27, Market
Street, Johannesburg, at 6.p.m.

AGENDA.

S / i). Report of Secretariat. )
*>11 Report on World Peace Council.
y i ué. Discussions on Report.
1v). Adoption of Secretariat®s draft
proposals of future campaigns.
i- Correspondence.

vi). Finance. i r
vi11) . Other matters applicable to b.A.t".b,

It 1s 1mperative that this meeting be well-attended
and therefore please make evtry effort to be prest-"t*

With greetings of Peace,
Yours for a peaceful world,
Leon Levy.

fnrigECBETARIAT.
South African Peace Council



SECRETARIAT $ ¢ T m

Of TRK 1st November, 1955
WORLD COUNCIL OF PEACE
« /.

ESTATE. HAUS

WIEN IV
molivald-flatz s

AUSTRIA

Dear Friend,

As you already know, a meeting of the Fure”u
of the <orld Council of Peace was held in Vienna on 12th
81d 13th October. This meeting discussed the intornc.tioncil
situation, examined the ways iIn which the spirit of Geneva
could he reinforced and perspectives opened up a. the eve
of the four Foreign Ministers®™ Conference. Following its
adoption, we sent you the text of the Appeal to Public;
Opinion issued by the Bureau at the close of this meeting.
Cgh}ake advantage of this opportunity to send you another

We are also enclosing for your information
a copy of the letter summarising the work of the Bureau
which the Secretariat has sent today to all National
Committees. We hope thrt the i1deas contained iIn this letter
will be of assistance to you when vou are working cut,
together with ether leaders of the movement, your plan of
action for reinforcing and developing the struggle for perce
in your country.

) we should be very glad to receive your vlilws
on the ideas put forward by the Fureau.

with best wishes,
Yours sincerely,

For the Secretariat
of the "forld Council of Peace

Jean Iy ffitte
General Secretary

Fncl : Copy of letter to National Committees*
Copy of Appeal to Public Opinion.
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1, Toko a raallatlc wlow of tho laauoa at ataka undar
nodarn oondltlona of tho conaaquancaa of war, «nd #
tho altomatlvo of "‘paacaful oo-axlatanao™.

2. Racognloo tho tranandouo galna alroadr aohlarod in thi
aaAoo of Varld Paaea, through tha “Jfald Poooo Hotomk I
and tho otond of all paao+»lorlng pooploo*

3* soo that thcro la no rotroat from tho olroadjr pooltin
roaulta of "OoMTaZX*

4. Oostinoo to ooo that tho will of tho Paoploa for
Poaoo i« atrofcgly and eloarljr folt, abon future
nogvtlatlena taka plaea, and

6. Daaand that (lavon— ito doal eonorately with tho
fallowing ypMtlt~l oototandlng prottMi w m
othoro
if

L General m aar—nant»
11* European Sonrlti»

111. Ro-imlfloatlan of Gormasjr* fuarantood agalnat
v tho revival of German Klllterleaw J
It* mprerenent In Jgat»¥eat Relatione,

1 Zn ether worda "'Lot no oaok Poooo and pgrona It'™*

i~ Yam fraternally,

(£.C. THOMPSON)) .



m

m m k.
JILJ K JWBLA .JM6aBKE g .m

SECRETARIAT b4l

orm

WORLD COUNCIL OF PEACE

ESTATE-HAUS

tFIBM IV

VEIIViLB ri*71> Vienna, March 2, 1956.

AUSTRIA

Rev. THOKP30lI
South Afrloa

Dear Friend,

We wish to inform you that the extraordinary
session of the Warld Council of Peace oonvened by the
Bureau at its Helsinki meeting, about which our President

has already sent you a letter, will be held iIn Stookholm
from April 5-9, 1956.

We would be grateful i1f you would inform us
whether you can come and, i1If so, to give uS the details
of your arrival so that we can make the best
possible arrangements for your reception and accommodation.

V."rth best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

For the * retariat
of the World ’ouncil of Peace

A\ "\/

Jean Laffitte
General Secretary
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Oof the
WORLD COUNCIL OF PEACE

/m Vienna, July 6th, 1956.

Dear Friende,

The Bureau of the World Council of Peaoe net in Paria from June
23 - 26. Thia aeaaion, which waa opened by a report from our Preaident
Frederick Joliot-Curie, waa the occasion of far-reaching diacuaaiona in
whiob the Majority of Bureau membera took part. We are Bending you the
twc texta adopted by the aeaaion:

1) A atatement addressed to all forceB working for peace,
including allnational peace movements;

2) A latter to the governments of the United States, the
U.S.S.R., and Great Britain.

The firat document was issued to the preas in Paris immediately

after the Bureau meeting finished. The second has Just been sent by
Professor Joliot-Curie to the governments concerned; it was also sent,
eO0r information purpose8, to the governments of all countries and

«aa the aubject of a press communique.

Theae two texts will be sent directly to international organisat-
ions and leading personalities with whom the World Council is directly
in touch. The diffusion of these texts to the various circles of public
opinion and the different national organisations by ateAoua means such
directly, by articles in the press, contacts and meelfiSgs, depends on
the initiative of national committees.

1) The atatement of the Bureau of the World Council of Peace
based on the far-reaching changes that have taken place in the internat-
ional aituation. The relaxation of tension effects, to a different
degree, nearly all countries and has released new forces for peace and
disarmament. This situation imposes on the movement the necessity to
adapt itself rapidly so as to be able to play its full role.

The statement clearly reflects the Bureau’s concern to do every-
thing it oan to help bring about the indiapensable reconciliation and

co-operation between all th”se who want peace. It ia a statement of
intention but at the aame time the Bureau has tried to create the condit-
iona necessary for making it effective. With this in mind it adopted

the concluaiona of a commission which it set up to look into these
problems and then agreed by vote to a certain number of decieions of
principle which can be summed up as follows;

a) To reaffirm and develop further the autonomous character of
the national movements. This autoncwy applies not only to
their jwn aims or activities; it needs to be accompanied
by auch changes of form and methM as may be necessary to
create the most favourable conditions for the development of
their activitiea and of co-operation with *ther forcea for
peace in their countries.

b) To develop regional actions, based on the many problems
which are of similar interest to the countries of a certain
region or continent. Such activities will help to bring
closer together those who work for peace in these regions and
make the world action of the peoples for peace more effective,

/... =2 -



c) To modify the composition of the various bodies of the move-

ment, The World Council, the Bureau and the Secretariat
should, 1in their structure, more broadly reflect the partic-
ipation of those who support the Peace Movement. As TFirst,

and immediately realisable steps, the Bureau has taken the
following decisions:

- to aak the national committees represented on the Secretariat
to review this representation as soon as possible in the
sense desired;

- to give greater Mobility to the Secretariat by m""T« frequent
missions, by lengthy stays in different countries or regions
and al30 by the nomination of secretaries residing in countries

" other than that in which the Secretariat has its headquarters.
Such changes and additions to the composition rf the Secretariat
should, however, not turn it into a body which, because of its
size and the wide dispersal of its members, would find it
impTBsible to function as a collective body; *

- to do away with the position of General Secretary in order to
strengthen the guarantee of full equality between members of
the Secretariat and so to make it easier to broaden its
composition without political exclusiveness.

The Bureau decided tha;t the- President, the Vice-Presidents and
members of the Secretariat rhould study changes to be made in order that
they can be more th roughly examined at a future meeting.

These decisions are simply a first step in the transformations and
adaptations contemplated by the Bureau®"s statement. They apply to problems
-vhich are of interest to the whcle of the movement. 1~ is therefore
extremely important that the carrying out of these decisions and the drawing
up of further decisions which may be made should be done with the help and
participation of all national co.mnittees.

2) The Letter to the three governments deals with a question to
which public "“pinion in all cour.”~ri»s is particularly sensitive. It
thus giveB all the national m"-vtmtsnts a means 1if action which would allow
a combined and forceful _expresjLon < public opir.i-r-n to gain the speedy
ending of atomic weapons tests. At the Eime time it meets the deBire
expressed by the Bureau to speed up and develop the activities of the
movement, which would allrw it to widen its contacts with o -“fr forces
for peace. w

Hcging that your movement will benefit from these Bureau decisions

in the development of its activities,

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

for the Secretariat of the
WArld Council of Peace.
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ESTATE-HAUS
WIEN 1V
mOllvald—platzi

AUSTRIA

Vienna, August 18, 1956

Dear Friend,

f T?®@ ®"ents whlch followed the decisions adopted by

* } Jn Gove”nraent wlth regard to the Sue® Canal are
a serious danger xor peace and the Secretariat of the World

Council of Peace has therefore recalled to all governments
and to world public opinion the principles of the Movement.

a,,»,,0¥eiSre ®cndjnS ~ou a copy of the statement issued
step A1 a y°U tO let US have your vlewa Qll thia

Yours sincerely,

For the Secretariat of the
World Counoil of Peaoe

Nino Fogliaresl
Secretary

Enel:
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