
ru led  by a fascist cliquc al the tim e, placed obstacles in the wny of an  agree
m en t betw een Britain, F rance and  the Soviet U nion designed to prevent a 
H itler attack  — obstacles w hich lirita in  and  F rance d id  no th ing  to e lim inate.

W hen the Soviet U nion realised that all attem pts to build  a firm anti-H itler 
alliance were in vain because of im perialist intransigence, it cam e to the 
conclusion that it would have to take n different course to protect its own secur
ity. In August 1939 it signed a non-aggression pact w ith G erm any, w inning n 
breath ing space of nearly two years during  w hich it was able to bu ild  up  its 
defences and strengthen the socialist foundations of the Soviet state, th rea t
ened as it was on two fronts — nazi G erm any to the west and  m ilitarist Ja p a n  to 
the east. T his non-aggression treaty has been m uch  criticised by the enem ies of 
the Soviet U nion, bu t subsequent events w ere to prove its validity. ■ 1'

For Britain and  France the agreem en t was a chilling signal that H itler was 
not going to carry pu t his struggle against Bolshevism on their term s. T he  
nazi leadership  reasoned tha t it w ould have to  sub jugate  the w hole of E urope 
before it w ould be safe to launch  an attack  against the Soviet U nion .

After Poland was overrun, the period of the ‘phoney  w ar’ set in, w ith 
B ritain and  F rance failing to act, w hilst nazi G erm any  invaded D enm ark , 
N orw ay, H olland  and  Belgium . F rance’s tu rn  cam e next w ith the bourgeois 
governm ent capitu lating  in Ju ly , 1940. T h e  invasion of Y ugoslavia, A lban ia  
and  Greece followed and  in the far cast J a p a n  occupied  large parts of C h ina  
and  Korea. In all these countries only the com m unists offered organised 
resistance, b u t the speed w ith w hich the fascist forces took over, owing to  the 
lack of resistance by those bourgeois governm ents, bu ilt up  the m yth  of 
H itler’s invincibility. •

A t this stage nearly all of E urope, w ith the exception of B ritain , lay at 
H itler's feet. At his disposal he had  the com bined  econom ies of all the 
occupied countries and  the suppo rt of the fascist coalition w hich, ap a rt from 
Ja p a n  and  Italy, included such allies as F in land , H ungary , B ulgaria and  
R om ania. As far ns the west was conccrncd , it was n ease of the m onster biting 
the hand  that had  fed it. U nder his co m m an d , H itler had  300 million people 
and  he had  m ore coal and  steel than  the U SSR. E urope w as thus a source of 
labou r and  resources for the w ar he now felt m ore confident o f w aging to th e ’ 
east. M oreover, since his forces w ere in  contro l of the A tlantic shoreline, he 
considered tha t he had  secured his rear. * . . >

. • ' • i . • 1 i .
T h e  S o v ie t U n io n  A ttack e d  . •
T h e  thunderc louds of w ar had  built up  over the Soviet U nion . O n  J u n e  22, 
1941, the nazi generals un leashed  a blitzkrieg (lightn ing strike) across the
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Soviet frontier; A three-m illion-strong arm y had  been  assem bled w ith 193 
divisions com prising  the first echelon of attack. T h e  nazi forces, having 
overrun m any countries, w ere experienced in m o d em  w arfare an d , despite  
stiff resistance, the ir lank  and  m otorised  units sped deep  in to  Soviet territory . 
T h e  aim  was to knock ou t the R ed A rm y and  w ith in  tw o m on ths reach the 
U ral m oun ta ins , the line dividing the E uropean  part of the Soviet U nion  
from the Asian part. J a p a n  w as expected to advance on  the U rals from  the 
east. So confident was H iller of success tha t he  already  had  invitations 
p rin ted  for a victory d in n e r at L en ingrad’s fam ous A storia hotel and  the nazi 
d ic ta to r expccted to en te r M oscow  w ith in  six weeks.

T h u s  com m enced  the G reat Patriotic W ar, so n am ed  because the Soviet 
people w ere defending th e ir socialist m o therland  in a w ar on  w hich the 
fu ture of all m ank ind  depended . T h is  was a ju s t w ar against the fascist 
aggressor, b u t it was not m erely a w ar betw een two states. In th e  first place it 
was a class w ar in w hich the m ission of the fascist enem y w as to destroy 
socialism an d  w ith it the  w orld w orking-class an d  national liberation  
m ovem ents.

* \ * * •
T h e  E n e m y  A d v a n c e  H a lte d
T he  early days of the w ar were grim  ones indeed. T h e  R ed A rm y was 
com pelled to retreat and  relinquish large parts of Soviet territory. From  the 
outset, L eningrad had  been besieged by nazi forces operating  from Finland. 
T he  Baltic republics, Byelorussia and  the U kraine w ere overrun, the enem y 
broke through to the Black Sea and  advanced steadily on M oscow. Bui the 
tim e for easy w ar for H itler’s forces was over. T he  sm all Brest Litovsk fortress 
on the Polish frontier had held ou t for six weeks. By the tim e the w inter o f 1941 
was setting in, one-th ird  of the enem y invasion force lay dead  o r w ounded.

T h e  Soviet people w ere shaken b u t no t dem oralised  by the initial success 
of the invasion. T h e  C o m m u n ist Party  of the Soviet U n ion  rallied and  
organised  them  for the w ar effort. TTie w hole coun try  was pu t on  a  w ar 
footing u n d e r  Ihc d irection  of th e  S late D cfcnce C om m ittee  headed  by 
S talin. Everyw here co m m un is t party  m em bers w ere to  th e  fore, insp iring  the 
soldiers and  the people, volunteering  for the m ost dangerous m issions and  
tasks, be these on the battlefields, at the points o f p roduc tion  o r in  the 
occupied  territories w here partisan  (guerilla) d e tach m en ts  w ere form ed to 
harass the aggressor’s rear an d  m ake Soviet land  b u m  u n d e r  his feet. In a 
trem endous feat of organisation , 1,360 industria l an d  agricultural 
enterprises were moved to the U rals an d  the eastern  R epublics of the Soviet 
U nion , w here they w ere soon in operation  for the w ar effort.
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A lready H iller’s blitzkrieg had  failed, fur ihc Soviet U n ion  was no easy 
viclim like the o ther countries he had  overrun. 'H ie  fascist offensive began to 
w eaken, w hilst Soviet resistance increased and  becam e steadily better 
organised. T h e  oW lerof the day in this grim  open ing  phase of the w ar was to 
halt the enem y, w ho had to Tight for every inch of territory, llesieged 
L eningrad w ni tu rn ed  into nn im pregnab le  fori rem and  w n ilo  hold nut for An 
Incredible 900 days of starvation and  b o m b ard m en t un til Its relief. By 
O ctober, with the enem y 16 kilom eters from M oscow, the battle  for the 
Soviet capital had  begun.

T h is  was the m ost critical stage of the w ar, w ith the nazis launch ing  w hat 
they hoped w ould be the final offensive on the city. T hey  h ad  b rough t up  
fresh reserves, and  a force of 80 divisions converged on  M oscow. T h e  
traditional N ovem ber 7 parade  was held in R ed S quare , w ith the colum ns of 
infantry, tan k san d  artillery passing the Lenin m auso leum  and  going straight 
on to the front. W ith the Party declaring  “T h e  defeat o f the enem y m ust begin 
at M oscow !" the Soviet com m and  b rough t up  fresh organised  forces and  in 
D ecem ber launched its first m ajo r counter-offensive. T h is  was a trem endous 
test for the Red Arm y w hich crashed  th rough  th e  nazi lines an d , by the spring 
of 1942, had  throw n back the enem y 400 kilom etres from the Soviet capital.

T h e  battle  of M oscow was a decisive event of the w ar. It shattered  the m yth 
of the G erm an arm y’s invincibility, w recked H itler's blitzkrieg p lan  and  
forced him  into a prolonged w ar. It revealed the streng th  of the Soviet U nion  
in w ar, gave hope to  the w orld and  streng thened  the anti-nazi cam p.

A n ti-F asc is t C o a litio n  ; -•! •> •• 1
O n  Ja n u a ry  1 ,1942, tw enty six states, includ ing  the U SSR, USA and  Britain 
agreed to form an  alliance to defeat the H itler-M ussolin i-T okyo Axis. T h e  
m ore sober British and  A m erican statesm en understood  the dangers of 
fascism presented to their ow n countries, 'l l ie y  realised tha t w ithout the 
Soviet U nion il was im possible lo hull 1 litlcr.'M oreover, the USA had causc 
to unders tand  the treachery of the aggressors w hen the Jap an ese  launched  a 
surprise attack on their naval base at Pearl H arb o u r. A com pelling  m o tive . 
beh ind  the U S and  British decision  was to see im perialist G erm any , as a 
com petito r in the world m arket, crushed . At the sam e tim e they hoped  to see 
the Soviet U nion w eakened. •>* .. ••

S en a to rT ru m a n , the future A m erican P resident, sum m ed  it u p  w hen he 
said: “ Ifw e see that G erm any is w inning we should  help R ussia, b u t if Russia 
is w inning we should help G erm any ."  Put an o th e r way, the wish was “to sec
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H itler in the grave an d  R ussia on  the operating  table." B ut the people o f 
Britain an d  A m erica, inspired  by the heroic Soviet feats, forced their rulcre to 
adop t a m ore resolute policy. B ritain and  the USA undertook  to open a 
second front in E urope as soon as possible, bu t it was an o th e r th ree years 
before they fulfilled this p rom ise, an d  in nil this tim e the Soviet U n ion  stood 
nlonc In E urope w here 7.0% of the world w nr was being w aged. i

W hilst the A m ericans fought th e ja p a n e se  for contro l of coral islands in the 
Pacific, C hurch ill followed the m yopic policy of regard ing  th e  no rth  African 
desert ra th er th an  the English channel as the shortest rou te  to G erm any . T h is  
co n d u c t prolonged the w ar an d  therefore cost m illions m ore  lives, 

i  . , • .

D ecisiv e  B a ttle s
D uring  the course of 1942 the initiatives still lay w ith the nazi aggressor w ho 
built u p  a new  offensive in the south . W ith  a m illion strong force the enem y 
broke th rough  the Soviet defences and  drove on  to  the Volga. T h e  aim  w as to 
seize S talingrad  (now  V olgograd) an d  push  on to the Soviet oilfields at Baku. 
Success w ould have enab led  H itle r to sm ash th rough  to the M idd le  East an d  
Ind ia . *•.

O n  A ugust 23, 1942, the great city on the Volga was flattened and  the 
fiercest ba ttle  of the w ar took place as literally every street, house an d  room  
was fought for. T h e  fighting raged for m on ths w hile the w orld w atched 
anxiously, aw are tha t its fate hung  in the balance. T h e  Soviet co m m an d ’s 
p lan  w as to w ear the enem y dow n w hile bu ild ing  u p  fresh forces on  his flanks. 
By N ovem ber 19, a shattering  blow w as un leashed  an d  H itler’s 6th A rm y of
330.000 troops was encircled an d  g radually  crushed . In February , 1943,
96.000 survivors su rrendered . N ever before in history h ad  such a large 
form ation of troops been  su rro u n d ed  and  destroyed.

T h e  tide o fw ar w as tu rn ed  o n  the Volga an d  the G erm an  arm y  could  never 
be the sam e again . , , •

■ C hurch ill tried to  m ake o u t tha t il was th e  Bailie o f El A lam ein that 
changed  the course of the w ar. It is instructive lo point ou t th a t the G erm an  
general R om m el had  a m ere 9 divisions u n d e r  his com m and  in  the African 
desert, w hilst the G erm an  forces at S talingrad  com prised  22 divisions, o u t o f 
a total o f 257 fascist divisions on the ‘R ussian ’ front. „

W ith  this signal victory th e  R ed A rm y at Iasi w rested the initiative from the 
enem y an d , in w hat can  be regarded  as the second period of the G reat 
Patriotic W ar, com m enced  the struggle for the expulsion of the invaders from 
Soviet soil.
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'I'liis was no easy task. T h e  fascist beast had  been lam ed , b u t it wa* not yet 
beaten . H itler had built up  freshly equ ipped  arm ies, bu t to  too had  the Soviet 
U nion. Soviet scientists and  w orkers im proved tank  an d  aircraft design and  
developed w eapons like the ferocious rocket missiles popularly  know n as 
‘K atyushas’. Factories functioned round  the clock and  a con tinuous stream  
of im proved arm s and  eq u ip m en t (lowed to the front. Soviet industry  was 
producing  2 | tim es m ore tanks and  20,000 m ore p lanes than  G erm any . Not 
only was the Soviet U nion beg inn ing  to p roduce  m ore w eapons, b u t these 
w ere proving superior in battle . • ■*

By Ju ly , 1943, the nazi com m and  sought to reverse the ir S talingrad  defeat 
by a ttem pting  to launch an o th e r pow erful olTensive. T hey  concentrated  their 
forces in the region of K ursk, sou th  of M oscow, and  w ith a ba ttering  ram  of 50 
divisions, 20 arm oured  and  m otorised , hoped to sm ash th rough  the Soviet 
defence line. T h e  battle tha t developed at K ursk w as the biggest in history,- 
involving huge num ber? of planes, tanks and  artillery. T h e  G erm an  olTensive 
was not only halted, b u t the R ed A rm y launched  a spectacu lar co u n te r
offensive w hich dem olished the enem y and  hurled  h im  back across the 
D nieper, opening the w ay for the liberation  o f Kiev and  the U kraine. K ursk 
placed the G erm an  forces in a n ear catastrophic  position. T hey  w ere never 
again able to  assum e the offensive. T h e  ou tcom e of th is ba ttle  so significantly 
altered the balance of forces and  capacity  betw een the two adversaries th a t it 
is rightly considered the tu rn in g  point of the war.

T h e  E n e m y  D riv e n  fro m  S o v ie t Soil
By the end  of 1943, the tide o f w ar was irreversibly changed  in favour of the 
Soviet U nion . D uring the course of 1944, trem endous blow s ra ined  dow n on 
the enem y form ations in Byelorussia and  the w estern U kraine. T hese  were 
d ram atic  proof of the Soviet a rm y’s m astery of m ilitary art, w ith generals 
such as Zhukov and  Rokossovsky proving them selves the m ost ou tstand ing . 
T he  enem y had to con tend  w ith the Soviet partisans w ho cam e into their own 
as the Red A rm y advanced. T rem e n d o u s chaos was sown in the enem y ranks 
as they a ttem pted  to retreat. T h e  aptly  nam ed  ‘Railw ay W ar’ launched  by 
the partisans against the enem y supplies accounted  for live tim es m ore 
dam age than  allied bom bs. In the su m m er of 1944, th e  R ed A rm y m oun ted  a 
general olTensive along the w hole front from L en ingrad  to the sou th . By the 
au tu m n  the enem y had  been driven from Soviet soil. T en s of thousands of 
cap tu red  G erm ans who had  once d ream ed  of seeing M oscow received the 
opportun ity  as they were m arched  th rough  the city’s streets to captivity. O n
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Soviet »>il the G erm an  arm y lost 8 m illion m en , killed and  cap tu red , 19,000 
guns, 62,000 planes and  55,000 tanks.
: But the nazis had  exucted a horrific loll in  the Soviet lands they had  

overrun, 'tt ie y  had  destroyed 1,740 tow ns an d  cities, razed to the g round
70,000 villages, slaugh tered  civilians o r driven them  in to  slavery. W herever 
they set fool, they left ashes and  ru ins. F o u r h u n d red  m ines were destroyed in 
the D onetsk coal basin ; 25 m illion people w ere m ade hom eless. T h e  lo ti  to 
industry  w as 679 billion roubles and  the estim ated  com plete  cost o f the w ar 
was 2} trillion roubles. T h e  20 m illion dead  (one  m illion  alone in the siege of 
L eningrad) was an incalculable loss. ,it

By com parison  the U SA  m ade a profit o u t o f the  w ar of 52 billion d o lla n  
and  lost only 340,000 soldiers. C a r acciden ts in the  USA accoun t for th is 
n u m b e r of casualties every five years. O f course, no t a single b o m b  fell on 
A m erica. ; ; • , ..

• ** **t
L ib e ra t in g  E u ro p e -  , ,
1  he R ed A rm y now tu rn ed  to its cam paign  of liberating  the E uropean  
countries from the yoke of fascism. Eleven E u ropean  coun tries, includ ing  
Poland, w ere freed by the Soviet forces w ho w ere greeted  everyw here as 
lib e ra to rs .', ; . . . .  .

By this stage the long aw aited open ing  of the second front in F rance had  
taken place in1 J u n e , 1944. T h e re  is no d o u b t this w as spu rred  on by the 
decisive victories the Soviet U n ion  had  been  scoring on  the Byelorussian an d  
U krain ian  fronts. By then  the w ar had  already  en tered  its conclud ing  stage. 
As m any  as 370 enem y divisions had  been w iped o u t on  th e  Soviet-G erm an 
fro n t'an d  nazi G erm any  was incapable  of m aking  good these losses. T h e  
chief consideration  of the U S and  British ru lers w as to share  the ‘victory p ie ’, 
w ith postw ar alignm ents in m ind , an d  to  shake h an d s  w ith the 'R u ss ian s’ as 
far to the east as p o s s i b l e . . , . • ,
■ 1 he A m erican  and  B ritish arm ies m ade  slow progress from  the west, even 

though  llicy hnd overw helm ingly superio r force. T h e  C erm n n  troops they 
fated  w ere H itler s second best, for the m ost experienced  divisions w ere 
concen tra ted  on  the eastern  front. A t the lim e of th e  N orm andy  landings 
there w ere only  50 G erm an  divisions in F rance  and  by the tim e the R ed A rm y 
was p reparing  to cross on  to G erm an  soil in Ja n u a ry , 1945* H itle r had  only 20 
divisions facing the allies in the W est.

A t this po in t the A m ericans an d  British w ere engaged  in  the so-called 
Battle o f the Bulge in the A rdennes m o u n ta in s  o f F rance. W hen things w ent 
w rong for them , C hurch ill appealed  to Stalin  to advance the da te  of th e
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proposed Soviet offensive and  Stalin  obliged. H itler w as forced to  transfer 
ano ther 12 divisions to the eastern  front and  th e  G erm ans thus had  only 8 
divisions to face 1,000,000 A m erican and  B ritish troops. It is salu tary  to note 
in passing th a tT ito ’s partisans in Y ugoslavia tied dow n 16 G erm an  divisions.

In the closing period of the w ar H itler and  his henchm en  were hoping th a t 
the w estern allies w ould do a deal w ith them  and  save their ik in i from the 
advancing R ed Arm y forces. T h e  nazis w ere p u tting  u p  token resistance in 
the west and  desperately digging in against the advancing Soviet tide. In the 
b itte r fighting for Berlin, 300,000 Soviet soldiers gave th e ir livesj b u t no th ing  
could prevent the final collapse of nazi G erm any  u n d e r  the h am m erb lo w i of 
the Soviet forces. G erm any was defeated and  th e  fascist leaders and  w ar 
crim inals suffered the grim  re tribu tion  of p o p u la r justice . ' 1 •••■'■

As a result o f the Yalta C onference the Soviet U n ion  undertook  to declare 
w ar on J a p a n  in o rder to bring  the w ar to a speedy end . T h e  declaration  was 
m ade on A ugust 8,1945, and  Soviet forces im m ediately  acted against the 1.3 
m illion strong Jap an ese  arm y in M an ch u ria . T h is  force w as rou ted  by 
S ep tem ber and  all its eq u ip m en t was h an d ed  to the C h inese com m unists. 
However, on  A ugust 6 and  9, 1945, the USA d ro p p ed  atom ic bom bs o n ‘ 
Ja p a n , killing hu n d red s of thousands of c iv ilian s 'in  H irosh im a and  
Nagasaki. T h is  was an act o f b arbarism  for w hich  there  w as no m ilitary 
necessity. Ja p a n  was already finished as a fighting force. T h e  m ain  reason for 
d ropp ing  the bom bs was to w arn  the Soviet U n ion  of the U SA ’s potential as 
an  aggressor. . » • •  •. (•.

S o u rce  o f  S o v ie t V ic to ry  ■ • ! •
T he  Soviet U nion  played the chief p art in b ring ing  the w ar to a victorious 
conclusion. It saved hum anity  from fascist slavery an d  in so do ing  fulfilled its 
in ternationalist du ty  to  the  peoples o f the w orld. T h e  gains of the  socialist 
revolution and  of Soviet pow er had  been  pro tected  and  socialism  was tu rned  
into a world system. W ith the defeat of the m ost reactionary  capitalist 
country  and  the w eakening of o thers, the w orld balance of forces wns 
radically altered and  m any countries in eastern  E urope an d  A sii w ere set on 
the socialist path . As a result of the w eakening of im perialism  and  the 
enorm ous desire for freedom  tha t spread everyw here in the w ake of the w ar, 
the colonial system began to  collapse.

As to  the source of victory in the G rea t Patriotic W ar and  the crush ing  of 
H itler in  Berlin, this is no t h ard  to p inpo in t, even though  the im perialist 
falsifiers of history will have us believe it was the R ussian ' w in ter and 
particularly  G enerals D ecem ber and  Ja n u a ry  w ho were responsible! ■ '
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falsifiers o f history will have us believe it w as the R ussian  w in ter an d  
particu larly  G enerals D ecem ber and  Ja n u a ry  w ho w ere responsible!

T h e  R ed A rm y proved m ore th an  a m atch  for th e  nazis, in  all conditions, 
w hether su m m er o r w inter, on Soviet soil o r G erm an  soil. T h e  Soviet people 
triu m p h ed  because the ir socialist system  enab led  them  to m obilise the 
necessary h u m an  and  m aterial resources for victory. T h e  Soviet people were 
fighting to defend their way of life and  the gains of th e  O c to b e r revolution 
against an aggressor w ho w as fighting for m otives o f im perialism  an d  
conquest, to subject the w orld to the bestial contro l o f the m aster-race in the  
in terests o f the m onopolists. T h e  Soviet so ld ier w as a pa trio t a n d  an  
in ternationalist. As Lenin prophetically  stated: *T he w orkers an d  peasan ts 
can  never be defeated if they are fighting for socialist pow er".

C onsequen tly  the  Soviet people, un ited  and  de te rm in ed , w ere ab le  to 
w ithstand  trem endous hard sh ip s and  d isplayed unexam pled  end u ran ce , 
sacrifice and  m ass heroism  to m ake th e ir victory possible. T h e  in sp ire ra n d  
o rgan iser of the people was the C o m m u n is t Party  w hich w elded together th e  
A rm y and  the people, the front an d  the  rear. By .their personal exam ple th e  
com m un is ts in sp ired  the fighting m en  an d  th e  w orkers to perform  heroic 
feats. *1 w ant to go into battle  as a  com m unist*  w as the sen tim en t th a t fired 
the best of the Soviet people. • . . , .

T h e  F ig h t fo r  P e a c e  T o d a y
T he  Soviet peop le’s great v ictory  being ce leb ra ted  on  M ay 9 is also o u r  
victory  and  o u r celebration . T h a t v ictory  is d irec tly  linked  to  the struggle fo r 
w orld  peace today. Now, as th en , im perialist w arm ongering  th rea tens u* all 
w ith  extinction . Now, as then , the  Soviet U nion is the sheet an ch o r o f w orld  
peace and  hum anity . . • ••
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ZOYA ON GUARD
. • : . V. ' ' » ’

By ANC Khumalo

I first saw Zoya
aglow  in the M oscow  M etro 1 ' >" :
then learnt her nam e ! ••• ■ ■ ■ ■ > ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

It was love at first sight ■
I w as drawn to Z oya • • •

like the m oth ................  " ' ■ '

to brightly burning (lam e <

A partisan girl on guard ■ ! i
n oble and strong ................................  ,
her sculpted form lovingly cast ' r • »••• *•*
radiating spirit and life • . •• • ' •• . -•

M y guide w as quick  to im part • • ' •*» : i
the tale of couragc and devotion

G uarding M oscow ’s approaches  
from the icc age onslaught 
she fell into the grip o f dem on s  
w ho tore away her cloth ing  
hurling her into the ice hard night 
hoping to unlock her tongue

But she w as frost to them  
heart ablaze with love 
for her m otherland
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So they strung her up  
like a pagan offering 
on their drunken crusade

It is known
how  that crusade began  
and en d ed  w here it began ...

J  '  '  t  t  ,

Z oya perished in that pagan n ight ; .
but forever g low s i • \ •
and not on ly  in Soviet hearts ' ; !
but for all on  our p lanet 
w h o cherish the su n sh in e

A nd in our world today •
w h en  ice age pagans
aga*n gam b le  on ghostly  crusades •*
ch allen gin g  the right to the light 
o f  every hu m an  being

Z oya pulsates lifebeam s .
o f  firm resolve
like the sun  bestow ing energy  
into the lushgreen  spring
I.. Is, •
Z oya on guard . . .
at the Izm ailovskaya station
stands like a sh ield
betw een the pagan night
and the light. ’
* » , •  ■ •  , ,
N olc: T h e  poem  refer, ,o Zoya K osm odem yanskaya, the partisan  hero ine 

executed by the n az i, in N ovem ber, 1941. A ,  ta tue  of h e r stands a t the 
l2m a.lovskaya M etro  siation, M oscow. Both Zoya a n d  h e r  b ro th er 
w ho was a fighter pilot, w ere aw arded  th e  title H ero  of the Soviet’
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U.S. "STAR WAR" 
PLAN MUST BE 
SCRAPPED!

« • . (

Some points made by ANDREI 
GROMYKO, Foreign Minister of the 
USSR, in a television interview with a 
group of political analysts from the 
Soviet mass media in Moscow on January 
13, 1985.

lfo n e  strives to put an  end to  the arm s race and  to the rem oval of the th rea t of 
war, o r to p u l it briefly, if one strives for a lasting peace, it is necessary to 
ensure tha t the arm s race docs not begin in space and  is stopped on earth .

*** 1 • '• ”* 
W eapons in tended  for use against objects in space should  be categorically 
b anned , ju s t as w eapons designed for use from o u te r space against the Earth 
as a p lanet. In o ther words, against objects on the g round , on  the sea, in the 
atm osphere . ’ - .

***
1 m ust say th a t during  a long tim e U S p roponen ts of the p lan  for the so- 
called large-scale anti-m issile defence w ere "d row ning” individual 
com ponents, individual phases of tha t p rob lem , never differentiating 
betw een them . L ater on they realised, na turally , th a t th a t position was weak; 
facing criticism  and , I w ould say, exposure of its na tu re , they som ew hat 
corrected it and  cam e to the conclusion  th a t the dep loym ent of relevant
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objects and  the ir testing could be p roh ib ited . I liey  first stated  this clearly in 
G eneva. » • • • » *>

As for research , they  claim  that itsh o u ld  be conducted . T h e ir  m otivation 
was tha t research cou ld  be ho t p roh ib ited  all the  sam e since such a b ah  could  

•be verified. T h e  prob lem  of verification is of course difficult. If research ii 
done by way o f  p reparing  relevant papers indoors, obviously, verification will 
no t be  easy. • '  1 • ; •: . t .  • , t ■ t

B ut there  is often som e proving g ro u n d  next to a 'lab o ra to ry  an d  it is used 
for relevant purposes. •! (■ ..

Even assum ing  th a t verification is difficult, w hy should  w ork ’be 
conducted , even if it is called  research, w hen there  exists an  accord  tha t the 
goal o f the u ltim ate  and  com plete  elim ination  of n uc lea r w eapons should  be 
pu rsued? •* • !•' • '  • ■

W hy should  research  be conducted  to  develop a w hole system  o f new  types 
of w eaponry for dep loym ent in space? So the position of the US 
adm in istra tion , a s  regards the research  is v u ln e rab le . W hy should  
p repara tions be carried  ou t, even a t th e  initial stage, for the subsequen t 
testing an d  dep loym ent o f new  types o f a rm am ents?
' -And w ho can  guaran tee  th a t the line will be d raw n  after research  has been 
com pleted? W ill no t there  be people, scientists an d  o thers, w ho will say: we 
have spen t so m any  billion dollars on research , so w hy waste all th is m oney? 
Isn ’t it b e tte r  to use it and  go over to the nex t phase, th a t is, testing and  
dep loym ent?  C an  this hap p en ?  It certain ly  can . W e know  the US 
adm in istra tion  and  know  the situation  in th e  U n ited  States. T h a t is w hy the 
policy o f conducting  research w ith a view to developing a large-scale m issile 
defence system  stands criticism , b o th  m orally  and  politically, an d  I w ant to 
stress this m ost resolutely. T h is  policy is vu lnerab le  an d  m ust be rejected.

Frankly speaking, there  is a very short d istance betw een th is position and  
absurd ity .

1 he fact that this p lan o r  system  — they like the w ord “system* b e tte r— has 
been called “defensive" by the U S A dm in istra tion  does not change anything. 
Som e sections of the pub lic  are taken in  — this should  be ad m itted  frankly. 
But, o f course, there  is no th ing  at all defensive ab o u t it.

T h ese  are  offensive w eapons an d  th e  w hole p lan , frankly speaking, is a 
p lan for aggression. I em phasise , aggression. W e are resolutely against it. W e 
th ink  tha t anyone trying to tak ea n  honest stand  on these questions should  be 
aw are of the goal p u rsu ed  by this p lan .
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Let us allow, by way of theoretical analysis, th a l the U n ited  States has 
developed this system but docs not use its capability  to launch  missiles at the 
Soviet U nion  and  to delivera nuc lea r strike. But it w ould  have a possibility to 
d o  so if it had  such a shield. W ould  it no t be used for p ressure, for blackm ail?
: T h is  fits the line of the U S adm in istra tion  a im ed  at securing a position of 
world dom ination , a position enab ling  th e  U n ited  States to d ictate its term s. 
In  this case it is a m atter of concern  to the Soviet U n ion . W e resolutely reject 
th is system , th is entire p lan. I w ant to stress anew  th a t the firm basis fo rdo ing  
business in the future is equality . E quality  an d  equal security. T here .is  no 
o th er basis. • : •:>’ '• •». ,<. v  • :

Even if there are people in the U n ited  States w ho believe th a t th e ir country  
will achieve dom inance  in one way o r ano ther, by carry ing th rough  its p lan  to 
develop the above system or w ithout im plem enting  it, and  th a t the Soviet 
U nion will find itself in a subord inate  position, they are m istaken. It is a gross 
mistake. T h is  will never happen . I w an t to stress anew , using the occasion, 
w hat K onstan tin  C hernenko  po in ted  ou t in his sta tem ents a n d  w hat he 
personally w rote to President R eagan, this is ru led  ou t. W e will never allow it.

W e have colossal m aterial and  intellectual resources, sufficient to ensure 
o u r security. T h is  holds true  both  for the Soviet U n ion  and  for o u r  allies and  
friends. O u r  people had  sufficient streng th  to em erge victorious from the 
unpreccdented ly  devastating w ar against G erm an  N azism . T h e  world was 
am azed to  see this happen . T h e  Soviet U n ion  carried  the b ru n t of the w ar. 
Figuratively speaking, ou r people, politically, w ere em itting  n uc lea r energy. 
A nd they were victors. T hey  will never allow any coun try  o r  a g roup  of 
countries to d ictate  conditions stem m ing  from  ideological considerations. 
A nd th a t the A m erican plans are  pervaded in good m easure w ith ideological 
considerations is beyond d o u b t an d , I th ink , this is clear to everyone in the 
Soviet U nion  and  not only in the Soviet U n ion . n • ■ . 1:1*- I

»<•, • • • »••»* * * !»
• • t "li * • . I «•» **’• ' • . J» *• I •

\ .A  .! . • •» •’;« *• •... .) • » • .  ■

DRAMATIC GROWTH OF 
THE DEMOCRATIC TRADE 
UNION MOVEMENT

:* •. ! .. • :  ' • ;

by L.N. Machlalela
• ■ : .:i ■■ i v  •.

“O ur struggle is advancing in a defiant way so that the regime 
cannot rule in the same old way". (South African Congress of 
Trade Unions, National Executive Committee, statement, 
November 1984.) • • • ..</

T h e  grow th o f- the dem ocratic  trad e  u n io n s in th e  last ten  years has 
accom pan ied  the accelerated  resistance to national oppression, T h e  urbari 
w orking class have at last pressed back th e  b o u n d arie s  of state a n d  em ployer 
repression and  jo in ed  th e  trade  un ion  m ovem ent in th e ir thousands. T hey  
totalled 713,134 in 1975;974,970in 1980and  1,545,824 in 1983,- a n  increase of 
58% ‘in less th an  th ree years. ' •> „■

For th e  first tim e in  the industria l history o f S ou th  Africa, the  African 
w orkers form the largest single g roup  of organised  w orkers (43.4%  as against 
33:34% for w hite an d  22.7%  for C oloured  an d  Ind ian  w orkers). Yet only 15% 
afe u n io n i s e d , 'a n d '4.5 m illion w orkers rem ain  to  be recru ited . T h e  
dem ocratic  trad e  un ion  m ovem ent nonetheless is already  a form idable force 
an d  despite  the fact th a t it is still in its infancy, it is, a longside th e  w om en, the 
youth  an d  the ru ra l poor, a m ajo r co m p o n en t o f resistance to  the regim e, the 
em ployers and  the state. ••

.O f the one and  a ha lf m illion w orkers w ho are  a ttached  to  trade  un ions the 
m ost im portan t form ations are the dem ocratic  an d  in d ep en d en t un ions that 
in g rea ter o r lesser degree link the ir struggles for wages and  g rea ter control 
over the conditions of p roduc tion  w ith  the u rb an  conflicts concern ing  rents, 
housing, education , influx contro l a n d  struggle for political rights. W hile the
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federations (w ith the exception of C U SA  and  the in d ep en d en t G W U ) have 
no t yet form ally affiliated to th e  U nited  D em ocratic F ront, the ir constituen t 
un ions have directly o r indirectly identified them selves w ith the political 
cam paigns for national em ancipation , w hich they recognise (at tim es m ore 
sharply th an  the ir leaders) as indispensable to th e ir success on the shtfp floor., 
and  the end ing  of social and  econom ic Inequality! ■ •'

T h e  m ajo r configurations of the dem ocratic  trade  un ions are: , <»
N *• :f 2 _ jj, > ' \ : 

M E M B E R S IN  1983 %  O F T O T A L  1983 
C U SA  ” . .  140592 J L ' j f ’
FO SA T U  108 i 66 T ! * "  •7.0d/o
IN D E P E N D E N T  696 755 45.1%
T O T A L  945 513 61.2%

T h e  rem ain ing  union m em bers (38.8% ) are lodged in  racist federations 
from w hich the m ore class conscious w orkers are steadily extricating 
them selves, a lthou th  the process is slow. (T here  was a 10% decline in 
T U C SA  m em bersh ip  in 1983: 54,000 bo iler m akers and  25,000 m em bers of 
M1CW A). T h e  two m ain  bodies are: "•!. ‘ '

1983 1984 1983 - .  1984
SA C O L  121 890 N /A  - .7 .9 %  * ; , N /A
T U C S A  478 420 90 000 30.9% • N /A

f , • ; f

B e fo re  W ie h a h n  ’ '*
In  the sam e way as the burgeon ing  black trade  un ion  m ovem ent has 
accom panied the m ovem ent of national resistance to the regim e, it has also 
been at the centre of profound  an d  com plex changes ih the grow th and 
structure  of capital. T h is  was m anifested initially in the increase in the 
workforce and  (since the seventies) the restructu ring  of the lab o u r force and 
lab o u r relations legislation, as the app lication  of new  technology m ade  its 
im pact upon  the cconom y. •

T h is  process has w rought substan tial changes w hich no analysis of the 
con tem porary  trade un ion  m ovem ent can  afTord to overlook: it forms the 
backdrop  to the “W iehahn  legislation" w hich, on  behalf o f th e 'la rg e r  
dom estic firms, local conglom erates and  m onopoly  capital, partially 
reversed th ree quarte rs of a cen tu ry  of exclusory lab o u r practices to re
arrange the industrial relations system , and  by im plication , the racial 
division of labour. T h e  speed of these developm ents an d  the historic
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transform ation  o f 'th e  lab o u r m ovem ent over a single decade, q u ite  often 
m ask the enorm ity  of cap ita l’s retreat in the face of th e  national resistance to 
the regim e an d  the worker*’ challenge to  the gross exploitation  tha t 
accom panied  the  econom ic changcs since the end  of the sixties. '

T h e  W iehahn  R eport was officially p resen ted  on  M ay Day 1979 — an 
Irony tha t capital m ay in the fu ture regard  w ith le u  en thusiasm  than  the 
proposed legislation generated  at the  tim e. It reflected the d^llan t w ay in 
w hich class an d  national struggles had  advanced an d  the facl tha t ne ither 
cap ita l’s needs n o r its capacity  to  con ta in  th e  struggles m ad e  it possible for it 
to con tinue  in  th e  sam e old way. For the w orkers to  apprecia te  the im pact of 
th e ir resistance, they  need  only look back on  th e  decades of discrim inatory  
legislation th a t obstructed  th e ir earlier o rganisation : th e  racist consolidating 
legislation of 1911; th e  exclusory provision o f '‘th e  1924 Industria l 
C onciliation  A ct; the W ar M easures th a t frustrated  th e ir  un ion isation ; the 
two and  a half decades of the b u reaucra tic  im prisonm en t of the black  trade 
un ion  m ovem ent betw een 1953 and  1979, includ ing  the strait-jacketing 
legislation of the  Native L ab o u r (S ettlem ent of D isputes) Act o f 1953 w inch 
w as-vain ly idesigned  to  b leed  the trad e  un ion  m ovem ent to  d ea th ; the 
no torious Industria l C onciliation  A m en d m en t Act of 1956 w ith its extensive 
provisions for jo b  reservation accord ing  to  race, an d  th e  challenging  of 
industria l negotiation  th rough  bu reau cra ts  o f the B antu  L ab o u r Office.

T h e  S ou th  A frican C ongress o fT ra d e  U n ions (SA C T U ) functioned  u n d e r 
the m ost rigid attem pts by em ployers an d  the state to  institu tionalise a 
bu reaucra tic  system  of racist industria l relations. SA C T U  grew in defiance o f 
the harsh  an ti-trade  u n ion  legislation o f th e  tim e, w hich en trenched  racist 
jo b  reservation, recognised N O  A frican trad e  un ions an d  offered advisory 
w orks com m ittees instead. E m ployers,bu reaucra ts an d  police com bined  to 
provide a classically repressive s tructu re  for the m an ag em en t of black 
w orkers. M eanw hile , the  last Act o f 'the 50’s legislated against strikes and  
legally registered  black trad e  un ions. 1'
.%•« -  ..." •
W ie h a h n  in  P e rs p e c tiv e
Between W iehahn  an d  th e  early sixties,' th e  period of th e  greatest econom ic 
grow th an d  technological change, th e  regim e w as characterised  by the m ost 
rigorous national oppression  and  class confron tation . T h e  form er was 
accom panied  by the tigh ten ing  of labour-regu la ting  m echanism s (labou r 
bu reaux  —  influx contro ls — pass laws) in o rd e r to  canalise the workforce 
and  supply lab o u r to the developing sectors o f the econom y, especially to  the 
transnational an d  o th e r foreign investors, w hose capital has invaded the
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m ining, autom obile , textile, hosiery, pe tro leum , chem ical, capital goods and 
engineering industries betw een the Sharpeville an d  Sow eto uprisings. By the 
beginning of the eighties, total foreign investm ent had  gone over the 25 
billion do llar m ark  and  m anufactu ring  alone accoun ted  for 43%  of the total 
foreign investm ent in 1973 — the year th a t proved to be a  w atershed  in the 
history of the dem ocratic trade  un ion  m ovem ent. ! ! t .

In  th a ty ta r ,  the class confron tations w ere characterised  by the 1973 strike 
waves a n d .th e ir  afterm ath . T h ese 'w e re  directly  lin k ed .to  the  econom ic 
grow th of the sixties and  early seventies, in .w hich  profit rates rose to 25% 
(com pared  to  14% in som e developing coun tries an d  as low as 4% in the 
advanced industrial countries). G igan tic  changes in th e  stru c tu re  of capital 
accom panied this grow th. T h is  took the form  of large-scale rep lacem ent of 
m en by m achines and  the massive recru itm en t' o f w om en 's lab o u r as 
m echanisation  changed  the lab o u r processes an d  rendered  the w ork m ore 
m ono tonous and  the Jeast well paid. . • *• • . ' i | i* 1 ■ c  <•••

A new  arm y of unem ployed  em erged  from  cap ita l’s assault on the cost of 
p roduction . O n e  m illion A fricans w ere unem ployed  in th e 's ix tie s  and , 
betw een then  and  the p resent, the figure has risen to .3 m illion ,'nearly  a 
q u a rte r  of the workforce. T h e  arm ies o f unem ployed  ad d ed  to the 
populations of the ban tu s tans, in effect, dom estic  lab o u r colonies w here the 
inhab itan ts, already righ tless-and  voteless; w ere also  deprived of the ir 
citizenship. •" ».• ■ I .1'

T h e  state assisted this process by revising the in stitu tional m ach inery  of 
national oppression an d  revam ped the u rb an  areas legislation, the pass laws 
and  the system  of lab o u r bu reaux  to  “harm onise" (i.e. coerce) w orkers to 
supply their labou r pow er .to em ployers w here it w as m ost needed, 
irrespective of the level of wages o r  individual choice. W hilst the regim e 
extolled the v irtuesof the free m arket, it institu tionalised  a system  of force and  
com pulsion in the lab o u r m arket th a t has few, if any, equals in the w orld.

However much the new labour relations system might be projected as a package that 
"drracialises ’ capitalism, collective bargaining is totally undermined so long as it is 
accompanied by any form o f institutionalised command over the labour fo n t.' Workplace 
victories in South Africa have tittle solidity in the long term without national liberation. 
This is the A chi lies Heel o f * Workerism ", with its base on the shop floor and its isolation 
from those forces who are equally oppressed but away from the points o f production, t

T w o phases can be d iscerned in the period since Sharpeville: T h e  first was 
h ighly ,characteristic of the sixties, w here the co lour b a r  in industry  was 
upheld  by nn assortm ent of strategies includ ing  legislation, negotiation 
betw een w hile unions and  m anagem ent, and  custom ary  practice. T h is
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how ever did not succeed in overcom ing the crisis o f  skills w hich the 1.4 
m illion w hite em ployees cou ld  no t fill. A policy of “floating" the co lour b a r  
was adop ted , together w ith a search for overseas im m igran ts and  a p rocessor 
jo b  d ilu tion  w hich served to increase the en try  in to  industry  of A frican 
w orkers in skilled' capacities —  at low er ra tes of pay. T h is  • classic 
phenom enon  of con tem porary  capitalism , th e  constan t fragm entation  of th e  
w ork process; 'desk illing ' an d  jo b  re-classification, was accom pan ied  by  
changes in teChnolbgy w h ich 'en ab led  large n u m b ers  of the  black lab o u r 
force to perform  the new  m echanical skills. T h e  role of w hites as supervisors 
increased, a s 'w e ll as the ir w ages, the h igh price o f th e ir  lab o u r being  
recognised (as ever) as th e  cost o f the co lou r b a r. F or th e  m om en t th e  
disadvantages w ere offset by superio r profits. • ■

In  effect the floating of the co lou r b a r  w as a substitu te  for statutory inaction . 
C hanges in the racial division of lab o u r w ere likely-to  be as politically 
subversive am ong  the ru ling  p arty ’s trad itiona l suppo rters (the w hite  
workforce, the petty  bourgeoisie) in  the sixties, as they are  now  in th e  eighties, 
i W h at m arked  off th e  second phase from  the first w as th e  co-operation  of 
m onopoly  in terests, 'w hose cap ita l needs w ere n e ith e r satisfied n o r 
com patib le  w ith  th e  existing o rdering  of th e  racial division of labour. 
M oreover, the regim e w as p repared  to confront its form er allies an d  co-opt 
o th e r e lem ents of the popu la tion , som eth ing  it cou ld  no t do  earlier. T h e  
patch-w ork changes and  the ad  hoc a ltera tions to th e  racial division of lab o u r 
w ere expensive, inadequate,-inefficient an d , ax they stood, inconsistent w ith 
the requ irem en ts  of m onopoly  capital. T h ey  also d id  no t square  w ith th e  
codes o f conduc t w hich had  been  estab lished  in  the  U SA  an d  E EC  countries 
to m ake investm ents in  South  Africa m ore acceptab le  in  th e  face of grow ing 
criticism .
: E m ployers had  fof a long tim e, in the ea rlie r phases o f the co u n try ’s 
grow th, capitalised on  the historical cheapness an d  regu lation  of A frican 
lab o u r pow er. T h e  extensive changes p roduced  in the two decades betw een 
I960 an d  1980 — an industria l revolution in m any  resp ec ts— led em p lo y en  
to change the ir pa tte rn s  of em ploym ent, an d  the state to change its style o f 
industria l m anagem en t. B ut no t before the  exploitative practices th a t 
accom pan ied  nearly  two decades .of econom ic grow th produced  th e  
inevitable explosion — d u rin g  th e  strike waves o f 1973 an d  again in  1976, 
w ith the u rb an  revolts tha t started  in Soweto.  ̂ 1
t T h e  industria l scenario th a t confronted  W iehah n  w hen h is C om m ission 
of Inqu iry  in to  L ab o u r Legislation m et in 1976 was quantitatively  different 
from the previous decade, o r any  o th er tim e in  the co u n try ’s history. T h e
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grow th in ihe clothing, textile, m etal, m achinery  and  transport industries 
had  transform ed the face o f the econom y — and  w ith it the size and  stability 
of the workforce, the density  of the u rb an  population ,, the1 d em an d s  on 
housing, transport, schools, services and  am enities: the la tte r being item s for 
w hich neither the em ployers n o r the ir stale had  trad itionally  felt m uch  
com m itm en t to find resources. - i  • >|J.

It also h ighlighted the poverty wages. T h e  ratio  of average African to 
average w hite wages in 1977 — one  year after the Sow eto Revolt — was one to 
four in m anufacturing ; one to five in construc tion  and  one to seven in m ining. 
A long w ith the below -subsistence wages w ent the d ea rth  in services,’ the 
inflated rents and  food prices — an d  the su bo rd ina te  legal sta tus o f u rb an  
A frican w orkers and  the differential legal statUs of m ig ran t w orkers on 
contract. .• •' • i ..»!

T h e  changes in the econom y and  the grow th of th e  u rb an  w orking 
population  had  m ade il m ore difficult for the state to con ta in  resistance than- 
at any  tim e before. M oreover ihe econom y con tinued  lo 'ex p a n d t.in  
m anufacturing , ihe n u m b er of firms had  grow n by 60% betw een 1945 and  
1976, and  led to an increase in em ploym ent, o u tp u t an d  capital investm ent.' 
T h e  low level of wages con trasted  sharply  w ith the h igh level o f o u tp u t per 
average firm. A fter W orld W ar II, the  average o u tp u t per firm w as R 117. T h is  
grew three tim es by Sharpeville and  seven lim es by th e  Sow eto uprising . 
W hat was specially pertinen t was the leap  in the average investm ent in plant, 
and  m achinery  — the m ajo r factor tha t revealed th e  presence of foreign 
capital — w hich produced  changes in the w ork process, the division of lab o u r 
and  giant increases in p roduction . T h e  grow th in  the n u m b e r o f w orkers, 
w ork places and  o u tp u t is best apprecia ted  w hen seen in tab le  from: ;

T • * •
M anufacturing  1945 «? • 1960 1976
E stablishm ents (firms) - • 9,316 •* 10,264 ; r  15,461- 
Av. O u tp u t (rands) 117,800 • • i -349,6001!' 753,500
Av: investm ent in p lant • •„! •!» \ •* • . . .  r • »
and  m achinery  (rands) 39,200 >. 77,500 • ■ - •: 151,800

• 1 •'* . h.t 
T h e  significance o f this for the lab o u r m ovem ent — w hose resistance .in the 
m id  sixties m irrored  the intensified repression th a t accom pan ied  th e 'u rban  
expansion and  industrial concen tra tion  — canno t be. overem phasised. 
C om pared  w ith the m ass strikes of the-1950’s, only 2000 w orkers w ent on 
strike d u ring  the 1960’*. T h e  strikes w ere for increased wages, im provem ents 
in conditions and  protests against political repression. But the decade was
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•
not a m ilitant one. Il is easy for critics to  say w ith h indsigh t tha t had  the trade  
un ion  activity on  the shop  floor been  stronger, be lte r o rganised , m ore 
m ilitan t, the  charac te r of the  decade w ould  have been  lest bleak for th e  
la b o u r  m ovem ent. But it w as no t an  era  for m ilitan t trad e  un ion  activisti: the 
in tense repression of S A C l’U personnel, ihe  repressive legislation and  
collusion betw een police, em ployers an d  ihe slate lo suppress the lab o u r 
m ovem ent, provided little scope for a dem ocratic  m ass m ovem ent of Ihe 
tragic un ions. O th e r  critics po in t to S A C T U ’s alliance w ith the C ongress 
M ovem ent in the fifties, an d  suggest that as a reason for th e  heavy retaliation  
of the state an d  the consequen t qu ie t of ihe late sixties. B ut this is lo deny the very 
strength o f SA C TU : il was from its linkage with Iht A N C  and its allies that it drtw its 
vitality, resources, political assurance and Ihe confidence o f Ihe workers —  before and 
long after Ihe banning o f the ANC. T h e  alternative (a w orkerist app roach ) w as to 
work w ith in  the p aram eters o f the ap arth e id  {abour legislation an d  cou rt co
op tion  by the em ployers an d  regim e. T h e  prob lem  i4 no t un fam iliar in  th e  
p resen t tim e. • • *„• <’

, • , . .  •. • ■ • . ' :
'\ -I . * >J «. \ ' • * * •*. : '•»' • •

E c o n o m ic  G ro w th  a n d  C h a n g e  !*r ' . ;■
D espite the  relative qu iescence o f the sixties, th e  struc tu ra l changes in  
em ploym ent, o u tp u t and  the im pact o f m echan isa tion  d u rin g  the decade 
and  in to  th e  seventies, belied th e  surface “ca lm ”. Indeed  the processes at 
work ,w ere > corrosive to  the existing political suppression  and  form  of 
industria l relations contro l. In  the space of tw enty five years, betw een 1951 
and  1976, all the social con trad ic tions th a t had  previously been  o n  the 
agenda m ultip lied  incalculably  as foreign investm ent advanced lo sustain  
ihe econom y. By 1980,2000 foreign com pan ies inc lud ing  65 transnationals 
had  extended, i th e ir opera tions to S ou th  Africa. D om estic concerns, 
conglom erates an d  m onopoly , capital separately  o r  in  co-operation  
com bined  to sustain  ihe regim e, defend it in ternationally  an d  de te rm ine  its 
'strategics. In  re tu rn , the state (in close co llaboration  w ilh the  m ilitary) acted 
lo secure (he app rop ria te  cond itions for (lie rep roduction  of m onopoly 
capital a n d  organise itself lo con ta in  the ru ra l poo r an d  the unem ployed . A t 
the sam e tim e it developed strategies to cope w ilh the im pact o f the a rm ed  
struggle an d  in ternal resistance to  class an d  naiiohal oppression. By th e  tim e 
Sow eto flared u p  in to  revolt, the  level o f grow th had  surpassed  all the 
calculations of the reg im e’s n u m ero u s ideologues an d  social p lanners, as the 
;following table show s:'; ■ • ». • i
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• '

G row th of em ploym cnl in m anufactu re : •** . i
■ 1951 ' ! 1970 • 1976

T ota l em ploym ent • 536,275 1,095,577 1',362,079
O u tp u t per m an  (rands) ' 1,189,381 ' 3,101,889 4,517,513 
Av. value of m achinery
per m an  (rands) 885 '* i 1,481 • ■••1,639

i , ' t' : “ '<"• ,■ *• 
T h e  im pact of the change was fell in the seventies, w hen wages fell in

relation  to inflation; the cost of food escalated an d  so d id  the co jl of clothing
and  transport. Between 1958 an d  1971, prices rose by 40%. D uring  th a t tim e,
those who w ere in em ploym ent ■— euphem istically  styled structurally  or
technically o r seasonally o u t of work — becam e increasingly desperate .,

T h e  industrial expansion p roduced  a new  level of de te rm ina tion  ^nd
m ilitancy am ong the u rban  w orking class and  has not aba ted  since it started
a t th e  end  of 1972, except for brief pauses. ., . ,

T h e  n e w  m ili ta n t u n io n ism  • • 1 :
T h e  1973 strikes tha t heralded  the W iehahn  legislation are, on th e ir ow n,a 
special chap te r of South African lab o u r history. T h e ir  significance lies in the 
scale of strike action — 165,000 w orkers struck w ork in D u rb an  in the course 
of the year, beginning in Ja n u a ry  w ith the brick w orkers,'w hose 61,000 
strikers d em anded  a rise from R8 to  R20 an d  m arched  in a dem onstra tion  
w ith a red flag before them  (for the traffic, they explained!) T hey  d id  no t get 
all of the rise they w anted b u t the ir m ass confron tation  w ith  th e  em ployer? 
and  their un ity  led to their victory and  set the scene for o th e r struggles and
im portan t victories. r . .............. .!« 1

T h e  wave of m ilitancy w as too pow erful for the em ployers to respond  to 
w ith custom ary  force. M oreover the changes in technology and  the ir h igher 
re tu rn  on capital (profits) m ade it easier for them  to abst>rb!lhe increase in 
wages tha t the w orkers had w on. M echanisation  in the fu ture w ould m ean  
fewer w orkers and  the proces* of intensified m echanisation  therefore 
proceeded th roughou t the d rrn rir . T h e  lurgc-scnie investm ent (capable of 
sustaining short-term  losses) m ade em ployers less d ep en d en t on' police 
intervention in the ir industrial relations and  they sensed th e  potential for 
w idespread d isrup tion  of p roduction . T o  som e extent this was borne  ou t in 
the following year w hen the strikes assum ed a national character: 22,000 in 
the T ransvaal, 23,000 in the O FS , 18,000 in N atal and  13,000 in the C ape.

It is from this period that the dem ocratic  un ions em erge, som e new , som e 
previously form ed. In 1971 there were 10 pathetic  parallel unions, som e of 
them  a fiction o f their paren t bodies. By 1974, in the w ake of the strike wave
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there w ere tw enty five un ions w ith 66,000 worker*, 17 of these form ed after 
1973.,,T h e ir  trad itions w ere inform ed by - S A C T U  in th a t political 
involvem ent i n - t h e ’ com m unities an d  in the: struggle • for na tional 
em ancipation  w as accepted  as ind ispensab le  td  m eaningful advances a t th e  
econom ic level. . • *•••••.' f.r f . j  •• ' •».» ' *>

T h e  un ions learn t by trial and  e rro r on  th e  shop  floor on in th e  process of 
o rganisation . W hat characterised  the new  m ilitan t u n io n ism ,w a i th e ir  
de te rm ina tion  to confron t the pow er of the em p loyers,'desp ite  the heavy 
social, political (and  physical) consequences. T h ey  developed th e ir u n io n s 
w ithout the > institu tional p rocedu res  of collective i bargain ing  th a t the  
su b sequen t Black L ab o u r R elations Act p ro v id e d ,a lth o u g h  they  w ere to 
learn  th a r not even this gave them  im m un ity  from  the  state, em ployers o r th e  
police. T h ey  w ere form ed desp ite  ,the lack of in form ation  ab o u t th e  form al 
m ethods of trade  u n ion  organ isation  — o r difficulties norm ally  associated 
w ith the organ isation  o f those w ho h ad  never before been  un ion ised :' a :

T h e  Sow eto uprising  fuelled the flames of the new  un ion ism , dem onstra ting  
once again  the significance o f struggles beyond  the  shop  floor. It is significant 
tha t W iehah n  followed,cIosely o n  the Sow eto uprising , his C om m ission  
beg inn ing  in  1,976,and  addressing  itself to th e  potentiality  of crisis in  lab o u r 
relations — b u t no t im m u n e  to  the w ider ram ifications of industria l conflict. 
T h e  C om m ission , appo in ted  to  investigate lab o u r legislation, w as 
confron ted  by a rapid ly  expand ing  n u m b e r of black in d ep en d en t trad e  
un ions. T h e  econom ic developm ent over the past decade  had  ru n  in to  crisis, 
described  by the ru ling  class as struc tu ra l. B ut it was clearly deeper. 
W iehahn  w as o rdered  to  cope w ith ‘ the crisis in  labour* an d  the drift o f 
capital aw ay from S ou th  Africa in  th e  afterm ath  o f Soweto: to  dea l w ith  the 
increased in ternal d isputes, especially m echan ism s of conflict-settlem ent 
th a t d id  no t include the security police an d  whiclf w ere m ore consistent w ith 
the various recom m endations and  conventions of the In ternational L ab o u r 
O rgan isa tion .and  the codcs of conduc t referred to above. ? . .
,i (.T ransnational investm ent in S ou th  . Africa reflected a sensitivity, to 
accusations of coercive lab o u r practices: not only a t the po in t o f p roduction  

' bu t in the fram ew ork of the system  itself. Its investm ent in S ou th  Africa w as 
d ictated  by the  high an n u a l re tu rn  it y ielded, a n d  th e  earlie r capacity  o f the  
regim e to con ta in  industria l and  political conflict. T h e  en trep ren eu rs  had  in 
a sense invested in the regim e as m u ch  as in the various econom ic enterprises. 
T h e  cond itions tha t w ould be m ost conducive tq  th e  rep roduction  of the ir
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capital requ ired  a re-ordering of the institu tional arrangem ents, particularly  
those tha t w ere overtly d iscrim inatory . T o g e th e r w ith the task of finding 'a 
form ulation th a t w ould m eet these requ irem en ts, W iehahn  was finally set 
the task of elim inating  “bottlenecks* w ith in  lab o u r policies — ie to find a way 
to e lim inate  strikes. H is report was p resen ted  on  M ay 1st 1979.
< T h e  governm ent responded w ith indecen t haste: a W hite P aper was 
circulated  betw een M ay and  O cto b er 1979 an d  in th e  la tte r m on th  a new  
Industria l C onciliation A m en d m en t Act w as in troduced . In  the following 
m on th  the N ational M anpow er C om m ission  w as established,"headed by 
Professor W iehahn  himself. Industria l relations w ere seen to be fluid and  the 
role of the original W iehahn  C om  m ission was m ore o r less to design an d  plan 
a lab o u r policy and  program m e for th e  sustained  surveillance an d  contro l of 
the industria l relations system. Its recom m endations inc luded  one un itary  
trade  un ion  system  ra th e r th an  separa te  system s, a lthough  there was 
provision for racially ex c lu s ive ' trad e  un ions. A t the outset, ’ the  
recom m endations included the need  for registration  for full participation  in 
the industrial relations system . 'IT m  m ean t the disclosure o f m em bersh ip  
records, nam es of officials and  the u n io n 's  financial affairs to the registrar. 
Initially, only perm anen t u rban  w orkers w ere e lig ib le 'fo r trade  un ion  
organisation  — bu t following an o u tiry  from the organised  m ovem ent the 
right to trade  un ion  m em bersh ip  was ex tended  to  cdntracV w orkers. T h e  
establishm ent of an Industria l C ou rt to deal w ith un fair practices was clearly 
in tended  to condition  em ployers to the new  d ispensation  and  to provide a 
carro t for registration. • . • . • *

, • . . • • . . ,1 ■ Vt !>• . . ■ "i • '•■'•ti

C o -o p tio n ?  ' •' ' ' ! ' '■ ' ; !
T h ere  are various in terp re tations o f the W iehahri ' legislation. T h e ir  
im portance lies in the degree to  w hich un ions take the legislation a t face value 
and  accept the provisions of the L ab o u r Relation* Act and  its subsequen t 
am endm en ts . Full participation  in  the Industria l R elations System  includes 
registration, access to industrial conciliation boards, the industria l courts 
and  the various o ther 'concessions', ' l l i c  d an g er lies in the possibility o f co
option  by the em ployers and  contro l by the S tate. W iehahn  set ou t to design 
and  plan  a lab o u r policy ' ahd  p rog ram m e am ong o th e r things for the 
sustained surveillance and  control o f th e  industria l relations system , 'the ' 
Im portance of the registration process'ough t no t to be m inim ised. It is the 
first step in the process of contro l and  the institu tional m echanism  by w hich 
the finances,m em bersh ip , office personnel and  proceeding^ of the un ion  can 
be m onito red  by the State.
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. ‘ It com es as no surprise  tha t the L ab o u r R elations A m en d m en t Act o f ju ly
1984 retrieved the initiative for the state an d  m ade  it m ore difficult for 
unreg istered  un ions to  reach ag reem ents w ith  em ployer?. T h e  am en d m en t 
provides tha t ag reem en ts reached  betw eep em ployers an d  un ions a re  no t 
enforceable in cou rt if c ither party  fails to supply  the D ept, of M anpow er w ith 
details o f the ir constitu tions, m em bersh ip , office address, nam es of office 
bearers an d  failk to keep its finances in good order. T h e  am en d m en t w as a 
response to the success the un ions had  in w inn ing  recognition  agreem ents 
w ithout succum bing  to the m on ito ring  processes involved in  form al 
registration . By, 1983, 194 un ions w ith an  average m em bersh ip  size of 6,566 
had  registered, and  p iany  o f them  h ad  partic ipa ted  in the industria l 
conciliation m ach inery  and  the Industria l C o u rt. In  th e  la tte r case w ith som e 
success, a lthough  the flexibility and  favourable disposition  of the C o u rt is in  
jeo p ard y  w ith h in ts from the state th a t the in te rp re ta tion  of un fa ir lab o u r 
practice will be m ore  lim ited in the future. A pproxim ately  46 un ions w ith an 
average m em b ersh ip  size o f 9,712 have refused to register in  the belief tha t 
m ilitan t leadersh ip  an d  shop  lloor unity  could  force em ployers, to  sign 
recognition  agreem ents irrespective of form al registration. O n  princip le, 
how ever, they rejected state contro l an d  th e  voluntary  subm ission  of 
inform ation to the state th a t cou ld  place th e  un ion , its personnel an d  its 
m em bersh ip  in jeopardy . T h e  'reg istra tion  d eb a te ' as such  began w ith the 
advent of the W iehahn  legislation, a lthough  the process of state contro l and  
cooption is no t new  to the S ou th  A frican lab o u r m ovem ent.

T h e  C o -o p tio n  o f  th e  w h ite  w o rk e rs
T h e  industria l conciliation m echan ism  w as th e  op tion  the state im posed  on  
the w hite w orking class, following the 1922 R an d  revolt and  nearly  a decade 
o f w hite un ion  m ilitancy. It was less than  an historical com prom ise b u t 
p referable to ou trigh t suppression-of trade  un ions at th e  tim e. Instead  it 
institu tionalised  the u n ions ' pow er and  left capita l in com m and . T h e  
h isto rians of the 1924 l.C . Act confirm  the sta te 's  success in co-opting a n d  
b ureaucra tising  the  lab o u r m ovem ent. T h e  Act facilitated the form ation of 
un ions and, enab led  them  to take advantage o f the new  netw ork of 
regulations and  institu tions. But the 'ad ro it nego tia to r’ an d  the bu reaucra tic  
office adm in is tra to r replaced the m ilitancy of th e  shop  floor so tha t the rank  
and  file becam e increasingly alienated  from the, bargain ing  process. 
A ccom m odation  ra th er than  confron tation  was m ore often th e  case as the 
strike w eapon becam e m ore o r less obsolete. B etw een the passageof the Act 
a n d  1929, only 6 strikes had  taken  place and  the succeeding years reduced
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that n u m b r still further. A governm ent com m ission that'review ed the Act 10 
years after Its passage observed (correctly) “th a t (statu tory) w age regulation  
m ade un ions less m ilitant" and  they w ere quick  to confirm  th a t the Industria l 
C onciliation  Act was an indispensable p art of the industria l relations
process. A ccording to R ob Davies (1982): ”• •'' 1 
> "Within the union structures power passed more and more into, the hands of a 

bureacracy of permanent officials who spent most or their t jme involved in statutory 
. bodies with employers and government officials, ^ lo re  and more .decisions were 

taken at the lop and almost inevitably ... common interests multiplied across the 
table in the boardroom ../ ' * ' ( ''
Few w ould deny the co-dption of the w hite em ployees. T h e  price they paid 

for the en trenchm en t of the ir privileges and  racial exclusivfcneis in the 
collective bargain ing  process was the m ilitancy an d  independence  of the ir 
unions. It is a w ell-worn phrase of M arx tha t h istory  enacted  once is d ram a: 
the second tim e round  it is farce. In  this instance, after decades of struggle in 
w hich the black dem ocratic trade  un ion  m ovem ent has established itself 
th rough  the m ilitancy of its m em bers, its incorporation  w ould  be little short 
of tragedy.1' ‘ : ’

,*• ; ;• \ t  • •

i  ,  •  , ' m I  • ’  r  ■ ’ W | ;  ,  *  J

'I • *♦ : I* i;.*::* &'*V-’ * "•» 1
• • . • • i, .• * ••••■ .*•?,*» .s •' I'
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. . .  * • •• -i* •

"R em em b er tha t an  injury to one is an in jury  to all, be he black o r w hite. 
W hile the black w orker is oppressed, the w hite Worker canno t be free.

“Before L ab o u r can em ancipate  itself Black w orkers as well as W hite m ust 
com bine in one organisation of L abour, irrespective of craft, co lour o r  creed. 
T h is  is Bolshevism: T h e  Solidarity of Labour*. • • , : 1
From  the leaflet “T h e  Bolsheviks are C om ing" by D. Ivorf Jo n e s  and  L .H .

G reene, 1918.
> i • : • 
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LESSONS OF THE 
TWO-DAY 
STAY-AWAY

' !

. By R.E. Nyameko

F or two days, N ovem ber 5th an d  6th, 1984, worker* in th e  T ransvaal stayed 
away from w ork in response to the leaflet d is tribu ted  for a regional T ransvaal 
stay-aw ay. T h e  leaflet was d is tribu ted  in m any  thousands in the black 
tow nships. It read : “Y our sw eat, y o u r lab o u r an d  you r energy  have been  
exploited for years and  cen tu ries . • • ;

For decades and  generations, th e  b lood o f y o u r people h as been  sham efully  
spilt in  vain. ...........  .
“S tand  up , you w ho are  oppressed and  cru shed . ,
“W ake up , you w ho are’ oppressed and  exploited.
“R ise up , you w ho have been  fooled a n d  hoaxed ."

T h e  leaflets d e m a n d e d :: ' " :' -
N o m ore  ren t increases in th e  tow nship . ' - . • • • • '  * i
N o m ore bus fare increases. • • •
N o m ore tax and  G S T  increases.
N o m ore police an d  arm y in the tow nships. , .  , , . y .
N o m ore  com m un ity  councils in  the tow nships. * ..........
T ra d e  un ion  leaders and  o th e r le a d e n  m ust be freed from  ja il.
T h e  S im ba Q u ix  w orkers m ust get th e ir jo b s  back .1 < j '
T h e  governm ent m u s t give s tuden ts  a  be tte r education . T h e y  m ust stop 
teachers beating  studen ts. T hey  m ust stop age lim its and  allow  all s tuden ts  to 
finish school. A nd the governm ent m ust allow  studen ts to choose th e ir ow n 
SR C  s.
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“A xikhw elw all!” — Wc W on 't R id e '— i» th e . head ing  on this leaflet 
d is tribu ted  in  thousands in  the black tow nships of the T ransvaa l before the 
tw o-day stay-aw ay last N ovem ber. ■ ■ .1

T h e  leaflet an d  d em an d s were issued by the T ransvaal R egional Siay- 
Away C om m ittee (T R SC ), and  d is tribu ted  by people from m any 
organisations. T h e  T R S C  was not aflijiated to the U n ited  D em ocratic F ront 
(U D F), b u t the 37 T R S C  organisations, includ ing  C U SA , are affiliate* of 
U D F. T h a m i M ali was C h a irm an  of the T R S C  and  is also C h a irm an  of the 
U D F  in Sow eto. H e is of the new  generation  of young blacks w ho were 
b looded — politically speaking — in the upheavals of 1976-77. H t  told the 
Financial Mail:
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"In previous stay-aways there were problems with the hostel dwellers, we realised 
we had not done our work there. This time we did a (ot of groundwork there before 
wc produced the stay-away pamphlets. The first meeting convened by COSAS was 
on October 10th. Wc dccidcd to go to the communities and assess our strength 
there... Wc got a very good response.*1
C hief C a tsh a  B uthelezi w arned  th a t stay-aw ays are  ill-advised un til there 

is black unity . 1 he police said the sam e. T h e  people have proved in  action 
tha t they arc  no t going to listen to B uthelezi’s reactionery  advice.1 '

T h e  people  did no t rush  in to  the stay-aw ay. People chose a  special 
C om m ittee  — the C om m ittee  decided  to have th e  stay-aw ay on the 5th anc} 
6 th N ovem ber. W orkers needed  tim e to talk ab o u t it.4 

A shop  stew ard from  a big factory in Jo h a n n e sb u rg  said:
“Workers need time to decide such things..; Workers must talk about things like 
stay-away. They must have meetings and decide for themselves.*4 
T h e  people decided. A ccording to th e  findings o f th e  L ab o u r M onitoring  

G ro u p  (L M G ), an  academ ic  body w hich has p roduced  a p relim inary  
analysis of the stay-aw ay, they a ttem p ted  to con tac t all firm s in the Prctoria- 
W itw atersrand  an d  V ereeniging — PW V  — area  w hich have recognition 
ag reem en ts w ith an  in d ep en d en t un ion . R esponses w ere received from 71 
firms; six firms refused to divulge inform ation . T h e  findings o f the group  
were: U nionised  factories gave overw helm ing su p p o rt to the stay-aw ay with 
som e 70% of the com pan ies in  th e ir sam ple reporting  a stay-away rate o f over 
80%. T l. • unionised  factories w ere concen tra ted  in the East R and  an d  the 
V a a l— the areas w here the stay-aw ay rates w ere highest. •

T h e  stay-aw ay in  A tteridgeville tow nship  was alm ost total, bu t com m uters * 
from  B ophu thatsw ana w en t to  work. T h e  pattern-w as sim ilar in  Brits w ith 
tow nship  dw ellers suppo rting  the stay-aw ay a n d  com m uters w orking. All 
sectors w here un ions w ere i p resen t w ere equally  aflectcd. M in ing  w as an  
exception, w ith lack of partic ipa tion  being a ttrib u ted  to isolation from  the 
tow nships an d  jh e  afterm ath  of the ir recent strike.

T h e  stay-aw ay d id  no t w eaken on  the second day: 56% of estab lishm ents 
m uinlnined the sam e level o f stay away on bo th  days; 20% w eakened; and  
24% actually  intensified on  T uesday . T h e re  was no significant difference in 
th e  response of m igran ts an d  tow nship  dw ellers to the stay-away. M igran ts 
form ed a significant p roportion  of the  w ork force , in  n ine  of the 71 
estab lishm en ts surveyed. In  five o f these there  w as m ore th a n  90% 
partic ipation  w hich suggests a critical w eakening of the influence of Inkatha  
on  the R and . C hief G atsha  B uthelezi’s opposition  to  the stay-aw ay call 
d istances h im  even fu rth er from the m ainstream  of opposition  in South  
Africa. ' . .  • . . . . .
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•
in  sliori, the iwo-day stay-away elicited a 60%  response in the PWV area — 

w ith any th ing  up  to 800,(XX) people partic ipating . It was m ost successful 
w here strong trade union organisation  existed. T h e  nu m b ers  involved in the 
slay away arc considerably h igher if the approx im ately  400,000 studen ts who 
boycotted school on those two days arc  in c lu d ed .5

T h e  B osses w e re  sh o ck ed
Em ployers and  governm ent w ere shocked by this tw o-day stay-aw ay, w hich 
was a big success. T h e  reaction of the regim e was b ru ta l. T e n  people were 
killed, m ostly in battles w ith police on  the first day  of (he strike. Six m o(hers 
were killed on (he night o f N ovem ber 5-6, w hile at least 12 Africans an d  one 
w hile, a  policem an, w ere in jured .

O n  N ovem ber 8 security police ra ided  three offices — U D F, T h e  M edia 
and  R esearch Services (M A R S) an d  F O S A T U  — deta ined  six m em bers, 
includ ing  four m em bers of the T A SC , T h a m i M ali, M r M oses M aycgiso, 
Regional Secretary of M A W U , M r T h e m b a  N o n tlan an e  of the M unicipal 
and  G eneral W orkers’ U nion , M r Peter M akgoba, R egional C h a irm an  of 
C O SA S and  M r O b ed  Bapcla, an em ployee of M A R S — in fact by then  at 
least 50 trade un ion , studen t an d  com m un ity  o rgan isations' m em bers were 
in deten tion . • '

T h e  regim e w arned th a t it cou ld  no( allow “its lab o u r and  econom ic 
spheres to becom e a political battlefield. N o m atte r how u n p o p u la r il m ight 
m ake us in the outside w orld, strong action  will be taken  against instigators, 
arsonists and  radicals” .* •

Very few em ployers took action  against (heir em ployees for par(icipa(ing 
in  the stay-away s. But the governm en t’s oil-from -coal p lan t Sasol at Secunda 
fired 6,500 w orkers — because they supported  the stay away in the 
T ransvaal. •• >>;•.

T h e  re g im e ’s v ic io u s  re v e n g e
O n  (lie first day of the May-Awity, at 5 o 'c lock 'in  the afternoon , helicopters 
llcw over the hostels and  d ro p p ed  thousands of pam phlets . '1 lie pam phlets 
told the w orkers to  be back a t work by 10 o ’clock the next m orn ing  — or they 
w ould lose their jobs. T h e  w orkers’ leaders had  an  all-n ight m eeting . T hey  
decided to call a m eeting of the w orkers early in the m orn ing . T h e  leaders 
w anted to tell the w orkers to th ink  ab q u l going back to work.
'  T h ey  told the bosses ab o u t the m eeting  and  the bosses agreed to let the 

w orkers have a m eeting in th e  hostel g rounds. T hey  also agreed not to call the 
police o r the arm y. T h e  m eeting  started  at 6 o ’clock th a t m orn ing . But soon
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afier two 'h ip p o s’ drove in to  the hostel g rounds an d  stra igh t in to  th e  w orkers’ 
m eeting . T h e  w orkers got very angry  and  decided  to carry on  w ith the strike.

O n  T uesday  the 6th N ovem ber the C hem ical W orkers’ Industria l U n ion  
was inform ed tha t 6,500 w orkers w ere fired. T h e  next day  the police 
su rro u n d ed  the hostels. T h e  w orkers were told to pack their belongings and  
leave. O u tsid e  the w orkers found the m oney vans, an d  they w ere paid  off 
u n d e r the eyes of the police. N ext to the m oney vans, the buses were w aiting 
w ith signs on them  — Q w aqw a, B ushbuckridge, K w aZ ulu  an d  T ranskei. In  
the w ords of the un ion , the w orkers “w ere bussed  back to the h u m an  
d u m p in g  g rounds in the b a n tu s tan s”. T h e  m anager at Sasol b lam ed , 
instigators “w ho forced w orkers to stay aw ay from work*. T h e  fired w orkers 
m ain ta ined  tha t nobody forced the w orkers to stay away from  w ork; in  fact 
the ir u n ion  told the ir m em bers (hat w orkers from governm ent factories d id  
no t have to jo in  (he s(ay-away. But the w orkers at Sasol w an ted  to stand  
together w ith all the  o th e r w orkers in  the T ransvaal.

C learly the regim e h ad  decided to fire the 6,500 w orkers to pun ish  (hem  
an d  the thirty  o r forty thousand  people for w hom  they w ere the only 
breadw inners. T h e  regim e also hoped  to b reak  the C hem ical W orkers’ 
Industria l U n ion . • • ' •’

H o w  (h e  U n io n  w as B u ilt
M r T sh id iso  M othup i, w ho spoke at the w orkers’ m eeting, h ad  w orked at 
Sasol for four years before becom ing an  organ iser for the U n ion . H e said: 
“Sasol is one of the biggest fac(orics in  Sou(h Africa, bu( they  pay very low 
w ages". 0 ( h e r  leaders said: ‘ T h e  bosses saw (hat (he u n ion  w as geu ing  
stronger in  th e  factory”. • - ■ • •• “

T h e  leaders bu ilt th e  u n ion  by m eeting  w ith sm all g roups of w orkers in 
hostel room s and  in  private hom es in  the tow nship  late a t nigh t. T hey  spoke 
ab o u t (heir best w eapon — unity. Slowly they bu ilt (heir un ion ... Slowly the 
un ion  w on rights for Ihc w orkers — to pay m em bersh ip  fees to (heir union by 
slop o id cr, (o let the organisers talk to the w orkers in hostels an d  the hall. 
W hen the bus fares w ent up, the un ion  got the bosses to pay for p art of the bus 
fares. W hen  the w orkers said they d id n ’t w an t to get the ir w ages sent straight 
to th e ir bank  accounts, the u n ion  again  got the em ployers to pay w orkers in 
cash.

Every lime wc won more rights for the workers, we won more members*, said 
Tshidiso. “Just a few weeks ago, ihc workers elected shop stewards. Now that the 
. workers and their families will go hungry, our union is much weaker. Wc all know 
that in the struggle there are ups and downs. We will now work even harder. The 
struggle does not end here*.
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M r M uncne Yoliswa, as lie clim bed  into ilic bus iliai was taking h im  back 
to th cT ra n sk e i, said: “T h ere  is no tim e for us lo feel sorry or afraid. W e m ust 
show Sasol (hat we are brave.* ■ t •

O n  the very day that M r Yoliswa spoke, the Rand Daily A /oi/published the 
stay-away figures released by the Federa ted  C h a m b e ro f ln d u s trie s  m em bers 
as, K em pton  Park 100%; Springs 90% ; G erm iston  85% ; W adeville 95% ; 
in d u slria  betw een five and  50% ; U oksburg u p  to 98% ; D enver 20% ; 
V anderbijl-park  90% ; Uenoni 50%; Uenrose 60% ; E landsfontein 20% ; 
R andfontein  9% ; and  S and ton  20%.* T h ese  figures are  h igher th an  those of 
the L abou r M onitoring G ro u p  qu o ted  above. T h is  is no d o u b t d u e  to the fact 
tha t six firms refused to  divulge in form ation  an d  th a t L M G  had  no t 
researched in  the Pretoria area.

Steve M b a th a , A ssistant Secretary of In k a th a  on  the East R and , spoke the 
language of the Sasol bosses w hen he said: “W e feel they w ere victim s of a  • 
situation  no t of their own m a k in g ... W e in Inka tha  b e lieve ... the stay-aw ay 
was ill-timed*.* ,

C om rade  O .R . T am bo , President of the A frican N ational C ongress, in his 
m essage on Ja n u a ry  8, 1985, on  the occasion of the 73rd anniversary of the 
b irth  of the A N C  said: "W e should  treat the  in jury  done to  the 6,500 Sasol 
w orkers as an  injury lo all w orkers, and  to all o f us".

FO SA T U  an d  all dem ocratic  un ions cam paigned  for the re insta tem en t of 
the 6,500 Sasol w orkers an d  m obilised in ternational w orking-class support 
for th is a im . . .

It should  be noted  that the tw o-day stay-aw ay was called for the T ransvaal 
only. Social and  labou r analysis and  jou rna lis ts  decla red  the stay-aw ay a 
success, w ith the exception of the Ciliien w hich  declared  it a  failure because 
the strike d id  not take place in N atal, for w hich the p ap er th anked .C h ief 
G atsha  B uthelezi. ,,,,

. • i ; 1

A Z A P O  N eg a tiv ism  .
T h e  black consciousness organisation  A Z A PO  a t its fifth na tional congress 
in C ape T ow n held on D ecem ber 17, 1984, discussed a pap er delivered by 
Rev. Jo e  Seoka (the present D eputy  President). After abusing  the organisers 
of the stay-away for being caugh t up  in th e ‘ passion for self glorification’ , he 
m ain ta ined  tha t the two-day stay-aw ay on the R eef had  no t advanced the 
working-class struggle in South  Africa. “Seven thousand  w orkers had  learn t 
a very b itte r lesson never again  to heed  the calls for stay-aw ays, for only
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distress an d  suffering follows from them ... the boycott o r stay-aw ay was 
basically a w eak w eapon*.

H is views are  qu ite  con trary  to those of M r M an en e  Yoliswa.
'A fter leng thy  discussion a n d  the expression o f  negative altitudes 

rem in iscen t of the U nity  M ovem ent’s hostility  to strikes, stay-at-hom es an d  
o th e r form s of m ilitan t action , A Z A PO  w as obliged a t its C ongress to  give 
w hat it called 'qualified ' su p p o rt to legitim ate w eapons of pro test. Saths 
C ooper, the ou tgo ing  D eputy  P residen t, told the C ongress th a t “the 
resolution  was in tended  to reb u t the charge th a t A zapo rejected all 
boycotts... an d  express the o rgan isa tion ’s su p p o rt for th e  revolutionary black 
w orking class*. .. ; .
' A Z A P O  also decla red  th a t the m ain  enem y is capital. Som e delegates 

p ro tested  th a t denunc ia tion  of ap arth e id  alone  w ithou t opposition  to capital 
w as coun ter-p roductive .10 ‘

T h is  is an  advance on  the defeatist a ttitu d e  adop ted  in  the past by the 
U nity M ovem ent, the N ational F orum  an d  A Z A P O  spokesm en tow ards the 
concept of m ass struggle favoured by the liberation  m ovem ent as a  w hole and  
articu la ted  in the p rog ram m e of action of the U nited  D em ocratic F ront. 
H ow ever, one m u st no te  A Z A P O ’s singling ou t o f th e  'revo lu tionary  black 
w orking class’, th u s  ignoring  the w orking class of o th e r com m unities.

Let us m ake no m istake ab o u t the com position  of the South  A frican 
w orking class. T h e  SA C o m m u n ist Party  th ro u g h o u t its history has 
em phatically  app lied  the  concept of the w orking class in a M arxist-L eninist 
way to include wage earners of all races an d  bo th  sexes. W e  stand by this; 
w hile condem ning  those w hite w orkers w ho in troduce  racial chauvinism  
in to  the trad e  un ions an d  w orking-class o rganisations. ' ••

W ith  reference to Rev J o e  Seoka's s ta tem en t th a t the '“stay-aw ay has no t 
advanced the W orking-class struggle in S ou th  Africa*, we could  do  well to 
refer to L enin  w ho said: ■ • • ••••• '■

•Every strike concentrates nil the attention and all the cITom of the workers on some 
particular aspect of the conditions under which the working class lives. Every strike 
gives rise to discussions about these conditions, helps the workers to appraise them, 
lo understand what capitalist oppression consists of in the panicularcasc and what 
means can be employed lo combat this oppression. Every strike cnriches the 
experience of the entire working clais. If the strike is successful, it shows them what 
a strong force working class unity is, and impels others lo make use of their 
comrades' success. If it is not successful, it gives rise lo discussions about ihe causes 

i of the failure and lo the search for belter methods of struggle.*1.1 • I

T h e  tw o-day stay-away b ro u g h t to  the fore the conflict betw een elem ents 
o f big business an d  the state. I t jo lted  w hite S ou th  Africa in to  a realisation of
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how dep en d en t the country  is on  the co n trib u tio n  of black w orkers, how 
vulnerable com m crcc and  industry  are to the w ithdraw al of the ir la b o u ra n d  
how deep  the level o f black d iscon ten t has becom e. '

T h e  leaders of big business expressed th e ir w ish to preserve the “free 
en terprise  system , to ensure the ir econom ic survival an d  position o f control 
over econom ic resource* as an  issue separate  from w hite suprem acy". T ony  
Bloom , m anag ing  d irec to r of P rem ier M illing, one of South  A frica's m ajor 
corporations, called on  the governm ent to open  negotia tions w ith the  A N C . 
R epresentatives of capital called for the rem oval o f ‘influx con tro l', the G ro u p  
A reas Act a n d  o th er pillars of the ap arth e id  system . . , 1

G avin Relly, C ha irm an  of the A nglo A m erican  C orpora tion , said: < . 
“If wc, and the country, are to reap the benefit of investments we have to be able to 
rely on the on-going use of more skilled labour without the disruptions of a, 
migratory labour system... If we are to realise the full potential of a free enterprise 
society it is not enough only to be racially integrated on a work basis... Important 
changes to the Group Areas Act arc needed if we are to be able to attract 
professional people of colour to manage our mining operations." . ' . i
M r Justice Ja n  Steyn, C hief Executive OlTicer of the U rban Foundation, said: 

‘ We in South Africa believe in a  free enterprise econom ic system. Blacks 
V currently perceive capitalism  to be the o ther side of racism ...” H e said it was
! necessary to destroy ‘ the myth that salvation lies on the road to naive socialism."

Regional congresses of the Progressive Federal party have called for an end to 
military conscription and for the party to open its m em bership to m em bers of all 
races, defying the Political Interference Act w hich prohibits people of different 

i racial classifications from belonging to the sam e political party .,* . (',■’» <> , ,
T h e  leader o f the ultra-right Conservative Party, D r A ndries T reurnicht,- 

told a political rally on N ovem ber 27 that the governm ent is ignoring its own 
w arnings o f a few years ago that racial in tegration  w ould lead to civil war.

W ithin the ruling party itself there are grow ing differences as to w hat form a 
‘solu tion’ to the present crisis should take. Em erging from these conflicts is a 
new m ovem ent am ong vcrligtc (enlightened) A frikaner intellectuals w ithin 
the Piirty who dem and  that changcs be m ade now  — not only in style b u t also 
in structure. • • ’ ■

T h e  debate  goes on. T he  stay-away has activated political discussion am ong 
people of all races, nationalities and  classes. i’

. ••• i • 
T h e  m a in  c o m p o n e n t o f  th e  s ta y -u w a y  '

T h e  T ransvaal Stay-away C om m ittee  w as form ed after the C ongress ol 
South  African S tudents (C O SA S) called  a m eeting  of black organisations to 
discuss the educational, civic an d  lab o u r ‘crisis’ confronting  blacks.
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' .T r a d e  un ion  delegations w ere presen t. T h e  C om m ittee  consisted  of 
T h am i M ali, T h c m b a  N otlo tanc  of the M unic ipal a n d  G eneral W orkers’ 
U n ion , M oses M ayegiso, T ransvaal Secretary  of M A W U , and  M r E phraim  
‘O u p a ’ of th e  Sow eto Y outh  C ongress. T h e  two trade un ion  leaders on  the 
C om m ittee  succccdcd in m obilising the u n ions ' su p p o rt for the stay-away.

T h e  U nions w hich suppo rted  the stayaw ay included: the F ederation  of 
S ou th  A frican T rad e  U nions, w ith n ine  affiliates an d  a m em bersh ip  o f nearly  
110,000; the C ouncil of U n ions of SA, w ith  12 affiliates an d  a m em bersh ip  of 
m ore th an  140,500;'the C om m ercial, C atering  an d  A llied W orkers’ U n ion  of 
SA, w ith a  m em bersh ip  of betw een 100,00 an d  130,000.,J ■ '

P rofessor E dw ard W ebster o f the W itw atersrand  U niversity h ad  this to 
say: “T h e  tw o-day stay-aw ay strike on  M onday  an d  T uesday  was the m ost 
successful stay-aw ay strike in the 35 years th a t it has been  used as political 
w eapon... T h e re  is a  strong correlation  betw een the degree o f organised 
lab o u r in  an  area and  the success o f the  stay-aw ay.*l>

For som e years radicals at hom e an d  in  exile have deb a ted  w hat role the 
A frican trade  un ions can play in the national liberation  struggle. Som e 
radicals have argued  th a t the changcs b ro u g h t ab o u t by the L ab o u r 
R elations A ct 57 of 1981 do no t represen t any  forward m ovem ent, b u t are 
cosm etic an d  in tended  to tam e the A frican unions. M ost progressives, 
how ever, have argued  th a t the Act was a blow against racialism , a tr iu m p h  for 
m ilitan t w orking-class action  and  the in ternational suppo rt it received, and  
an  advance in the position of the dispossessed w orking class.

T h ere  is no d o u b t the tw o-day stay-aw ay provided a striking vindication of 
the la tte r view. H owever, it also exposed prob lem s tha t m ust be dealt w ith in 
the future.

•T h e  scabbing o f the com m uters w ho w ent to w ork in  P retoria and  Brits. 
W e have to get to the w orkers in  the b an tu s tan s and  explain tirelessly tha t o u r 
struggle is the ir struggle, an d  tha t w orkers’ solidarity  is essential for victory. 
W c succccded w ith the m ig ran t w orkers; wc m ust now win over the 
com m uters.

* The non-partic ipa tion  of the African m iners, largely d u e  to  their isolation 
in  the com pounds. It is lim e for the trade u n ion  m ovem ent to cam paign  for 
the abolition  of these an tiq u a ted  an d  d ehum an ising  institu tions an d  the 
lab o u r system  they represent.

*T hc scabbing activiiiei of Inkathu  w ith C h ief Uuthclezi at its head . It ii 
now clear th a t Bulhelezi supports the regim e on the key issues o f a rm ed  
struggle, d isinvestm ent, strikes an d  boycotts. W e m ust explain to the people 
th a t u n d e r his leadersh ip  Inkatha  is an  obstacle to the ir liberation . M em bers
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o( Inkatha can  and  m ust be m obilised to w ork an d  fight side by side w ith the ir 
b ro thers and  sisters in the dem ocratic  trade  un ions, you th , w om en ’s an d  all 
organ isations of o u r  m ovem ent. ..* • ' '

‘ The role played by un ions affiliated to T U C S A  in this stay-away m ust be 
exam ined. . • •»:

In the w ords o f 'fh a n ii M ali, the stay-away has show n “tha t we have pow er 
in o u r  hands. It showed that we c a n b r i n g  the m ach inery  of this country  to a 
standstill.*14 ‘ .. '

T h is  has been proved in the T ransvaal. O u r  coun try  is big. N ow  we have to 
organise the w orkers in all cen tres to have “ pow er in th e ir h a n d s ’ at the sam e 
lim e. ' • '  ' " . - s ' .  1
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AFRICA NOTES 
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. By Macandrcw 

ETHIOPIA: Socialist and Capitalist Aid ‘
.......  — *

O n e  of the greatest scandals of the E th iop ian  fam ine has been the way 
W estern  politicians an d  m edia have a ttem p ted  to b lam e an d  pun ish  
E thiopia because of the alleged sins of its governm ent — always described  as 
“M arxist* an d  “Soviet-backed*. T h e  fact tha t fam ine has gripped m any 
countries in Africa, bo th  capitalist an d  non-capitalist, includ ing  o u r  ow n 
South  Africa, w here the m aize crop has been  a  d isastrous failure, is hard ly  
ever m en tioned . E thiopia has been  singled o u t for a tten tion  — possibly 
because il is one o f the few coun tries in  Africa w hich has a ttem p ted  to cope 
w ith the d ro u g h t in  an  organised  way. It is acknow ledged th a t m any western 
countries have been  slow to com e to the aid o f the suffering E th iop ian  people 
because they are re luctan t to  d o  any th ing  to help  the econom y of a  socialist- 
o rien ted  coun try  survive the p resen t crisis. R em em bering  th a t the regim e of 
the late em pero r H aile  Selassie w as overthrow n because he had  failed to do  
any th ing  to lim it the effects of the great fam ine of 1974, the enem ics o f 
socialist E th iop ia  have been  hoping  that p o p u la r d iscon ten t arising from  the 
presen t fam ine will sim ilarly lead  to the destruction  of the governm ent o f
M engistu  H aile M ariam . ............... . . . .

In  O c to b er 1984 the British academ ic C harles Elliot, fo rm erd irec to ro fth e  
charity  C hris tian  A id, accuscd bo th  B ritain and  the U n ited  S tates of 
deliberately  w ithholding food a id  frgm E th iop ia  in the hope tha t th e ir action 
m igh t con tribu te  to th e  destabilisation  o f the M eng istu  governm ent.' In  
E lliot’s ow n w ords: ' ,

“Their long hostility to the regime caused them to refuse to release adequate funds 
for food*. * , •» • . . • , • • •
Perhaps this is also the exp lana tion  why m uch  of the aid prom ised so freely 

by w estern leaders in the last q u a rte r  o f 1984 failed lo arrive a t its destination , 
o r w as sent instead to an ti-M eng istu  secessionist g roups in  neighbouring  
countries. ' • ' . » ■« !  ■ ' •
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M e n g is tu  R ep lie s
Speaking at a  press conference in  A ddis A baba Iasi N ovem ber, P resident 
M engistu  attacked western jou rnalists  an d  politicians for spread ing  "false 
an d  baseless reports* lha i ihe E th iop ian  governm ent had  been m ore 
concerned  w iih spending m oney  on ce lcb ra lio m  accom panying  the 
foundation  congress of ihe E th iop ian  W orkers ' Party  th an  w ith relieving ihe 
fam ine. In particu lar, he attacked  those w ho tried  lo m ake ou t th a t the 
w estern countries had  supplied far m ore aid  than  the Soviet U nion, w hich 
was supposed to  be E th iop ia 's  “best friend*.

W hile expressing gratitude for aid com ing  to  E th iop ia  from  all quarters,
P resident M engistu  said:

“It ii very dilTicult to compare assistance given lo socialist Ethiopia by the socialist 
camp, and the USSR in particular, with llic food aid given lo us at present by ihe 
USA and some Western countries. T o show that the assistance lo revolutionary 
Ethiopia by the USSR cannot b e  compared lo a limited amount offood, one just has 
to see  —  even during Ih e  celebration of the 1 Olh anniversary of our revolution — the 
parade reflecting Ethiopia's growih in a short time which it had not seen in the 
previous 40 years, the building of various development institutions and industries, 
and the question of how big a share the USSR and other socialist counlriesmade in 
achieving this*.
P resident M engistu  said that in add ition  lo a id  by way o f food supplies, the 

Soviet U n ion  had con tribu ted  ihe m eans o f delivery.
“It is the helicopters and aeroplanes of ihe USSR lhat are now transporting three- 
quarters of the relief aid lo various pans of the country. As you know, ihe Arab 
world refused us fuel, and the fuel which we are using lo activate our economy and 
deal with ihe current dangerous situation comes from the USSR*.

• P residen t M engistu  said som e w estern coun tries w ere hoping  to prom ote 
their ow n political a im s th rough  ihe ir h u m an ita r ian  a id  to E thiopia. T hey  
w ere trying to underm ine  the revolutionary  process now u n d e r w ay in the 
coun try  by forcing ihe governm ent lo negotiate w iih the terrorists and  
secessionists in the no rthern  regions w here the fam ine w as m ost severe, 
alleging lha t th e  E thiopian  governm ent w as keeping back food front lltcsc
areas. P resident M engistu  replied: ••

“It it true, it is noi something which we deny, there are some terrorists in some pans 
and some corners of our country. After moving around in some of the forests and 
mountains, they live by stealing from the peasants, who are suffering a lot. "I'here 
are also certain mercenaries who oppose ihe economic system pursued by 
Ethiopia. We do not deny this. _

“llul the majority of such terrorist mercenaries and mafias arc not in Ethiopia. 
There are terrorists and mafias in every European country, who kill leaders in 
broad daylight and destroy property. So what is jusl? That these terrorists and anti- 
people bodies be brought lo justice or lhal ihcy be given a political forum in ihe
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name of humanitarian aid? Is lliis a humanitarian view? Is it not interfering in the 
internal affairs and violating the sovereignty and unity of a country?".

P residen t M engistu  said:
“We have heard of efforts made in other parts of Africa lo use ihe temporary natural 
and man-made problems and weaknesses of some countries to blind them lo 
apartheid, the mosl revolting system of our lime, and lo help it. Now we sec some 
quarters, who have a similar objective and desire, trying — individually or as a team 
— to use the current drought in Ethiopia. This is something which cannot be tried 
in Ethiopia. It cannot be contemplated, lei alone carried out. We will never 
negotiate with terrorists, let alone now. Even at a lime when ihe (Italian) fascists 
were raining poison, dropping chemical bombs, our people never negotiated wiih 
fire.* .
T h e  world was shocked in to  a  realisation  of ihe gravity o f the fam ine in 

E th iop ia  as a result of the screening on  television last N ovem ber of scenes of 
suffering an d  dea th  am ongst the starving popu la tion  in ihe w orst affected 
regions. T h e  im pression was crea ted  th a t un til th a t m om en t the E th iop ian  
governm ent itself had  done little o r  no th ing  to cope w ith the fam ine. In  fact, 
the E th iop ian  Relief an d  R ehab ilita tion  C om m ission  estab lished  by the 
E th iop ian  governm ent in  M arch , 1984, repo rted  tha t over 5 m illion people 
w ere facing a food shortage in  13 adm inistra tive regions a n d  appealed  for 
u rgen t in ternational aid. T h e re  w as very little response to this appeal until 
the T V  p ictures w ere show n. W ho, it m ay be asked, au thorised  th e  visit of the 
T V  crew s to  the fam ine area? H ow  is it th a t the foreign relief agencies 
operating  in  E th iop ia  have all p raised  the w ork o f E th iop ian  governm ent 
agencies in  d is tribu ting  fam ine relief?

Im p e r ia lis m  a n d  N e o -c o lo n ia lism
B ui above all it should  be realised tha t the recu rring  fam ine an d  deepening  
poverty of African and  o th e r th ird  w orld countries is no t m erely an  act of 
G od, b u t largely a consequence of cen turies of p lu n d e r and  exploitation  of 
the h u m an  and  n a tu ra l resources of the th ird  world by im perialism  and  neo- 
cplonialism . T h e  U n ited  N ations R epo rt on  C h ild ren  pub lished  in 1961

. . i  •; . ..-.',.1 
“ll is a tragic fact lhal at the beginning of the Second United Nations Development 
Decade there are more sick, under-nourished and uneducated children in the 
world than there were ten years ago.

* Unless the international community is prepared to give vasdy greater support, 
the nexl len years will find the number of neglected children increased by millions 
■— despite all the efforts of developing countries including some to curb population 
growth.* '• • * i* '
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