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T T I E  S T A R ,  J O H A !

THOUSANDS OF NATIVES TURNED AWAY

KEF LOCATIONS FULL: MANY 
OVERCROWDED

•APPALLING CONDITIONS” AT 
BENONI AND GERMISTON

L ocations on th e  Reef are  inadequate  fo r th e  thousands of 
na tiv es  pouring  Into th e  town*. All o f  them  a rc  full, and m any
an - overcrowded.

Kx tension schem es a re  In hand  to  several cen lrcs , bu t even 
When hundred* m ore house* have been bu jit the  dem and for 
accom m odation will n o t be fu lly  m et.

A u tho rita tive  aurveya ahow th a t  condition* In aotno Reef 
location* a ro  appalling . —

SPECIAL SURVEY OF TOWNS’ 
PROBLEMS

duslvely Tor providing new building* 
—not for reconditioning—but •  arnoua 
obstacle 1* the  lack of lund a t on 
ctwnomic pnee. Negotiations in mi* 
direction arc  in progress.

Overcrow drd and insanitary. and 
with an adult population much in 
excess of local labour requirr-mrr.-.s. 
the  location is commonly rugant d <•> 
o monncc to the  health  of both Euro­
pean* and native*. It* immediate 
nerd* arc healthy* dwelling*, an 
abundant pure w ater supply tby the 
provision of more ta p e  a modem 
sewerage syrtero and the to ta l demo­
lition of many shacks and ahantlM  
which an- unfit for hum an habitation  

"P rom  every point of view condi­
tion* in the  location are appalling." 
“ Id the Mayor. M n. 8  A Hilts. in an 
interview, " a n d  although I am no 
longer convener ol the  Public Health 
and Native A tta in  Committee t  svill 
do m> utmost to see tha t the improve­
ment *cheme i* adopted and carried 
out."

Although th e re  la a  certain  am ount 
of overcrowding the  6pnngs location 
ha* th« reputation of being one of
th e  m u s t on the  Reef 

T he municipality has a pent a  con­
siderable *um providing facilities and 
omenltle* I t  1* th e  only locution on 
the  Reef to be provided with w ater­
borne sewerage. A* far as it  known 
only one other location in the  country 
ha.s w ater-borne sewerage.

Macadamised road* have been pro­
vided and upon* ground* have been 
am alrucu-d for the  Inhabitant*

'  Wi n m e mg tn tliu  of nauvc* w> 
the  town* we leel th a t our location 
accommodates more than  we would 
h»w  umiur ideal conditions." «nid 
Mr* i i  H Wright chairw oman of the 
Public Heal tii Committee of the 
Bprtnga Town Council “ We have t,v 
day *im « 10.000 native* in the Spring* 
location.

MORE LAND NEEDED

• Wr a re  dam* ever} thing posaiblr 
to  m eet the  dem and lor house*. A 
* u n  L  try -In r.rudv a im on  immedi­
ately t n  the  e o n s iru c .n i of 150 cot. 
tajros and we are endeavouring u> 
establish a hoatel for about 600

’ We are also doing ou t best to hnd 
m l table ground for a new location 
B u t (.hi* tm* not been an easy m ailer. 
We have inspected ground in many 
part* 01 lbe  municipality o n *  of the 
g reat dii&cultirs is the  distance of 

• these areas from the  centre of the 
to-*n.

1. was decided to Inquire into the 
m a ile r  extensively before making any 
decision and no decision ba* been 
n u d e  yet."'

A new sport* Rround t* to  be laid 
out outside the location and the  pre­
sen t apart* ground I* to be utilised 
f>w ‘lie construction of the  new cot-

A native hotistng achem* for which 
iaoiu-Hi ^ .u  allocated a* *n
. r» '••-r. J  l o t i *  included among
0TUP4MU »hlrt» will be considered 
■anorxt*;-1>> Uie Borunii Town Council, 

(mprovi ,n*;i . nave bean m ade in 
the  •.<•.!* ,#i but i  ,u n e »  of h iu s im  
enoditioa* there and in the  **:.»•■ c 
a a a a r  #.-npba*i*.ii :he necessity of 
tackling vh.it is acute problem 
and th a t i* » m cn ao  to public 
health.

The plane n e d i  to oe dem olish^  
and  rebuilt, for ,th« condition* gener­
ally nre admittedly bad—" appalling 
I* no* Mam* councilln.-* dearribr ihrni 

,  T he  municinat health  departinen 
ha* done much good work In an 
eno rt to oli-aii up tiir are# and nd 
It of I la undesirable inhabitant*

LAND DIFFICULTY

A iub-eoinmittee ol the  Publ'r 
H ealth  and N s.ivr Allaire C"mmirto» 
t-.tro tly  cniuioi'ird  ihe  petition and 
having cob.vtred w ith Mr F RudM-n 
OoVcrriment inspector >1 tarattons 
and Mr K W J.mieaon ol ihe 
Ceutrsi H<*isin# BwsiJ framed a re­
port * n » h  mil iral the  Councils 
atL rude in i»c m atter 

The £20<J 000 loan m u ii do used ox

B R A K P A N

Once known a* a "cesspool of In- 
lauity and a menace to  the henlth of 
: l»  European community." ih r  Brak-

jgi?. niiurr. JprajApfl. i».^Mtv 4 .
the  beat on the Reef U real Imprjve 
m e n u  have been made since 1834, 
when the  Town CouncjJ frnocd -.he 
location and more atrlngent regula 
lion* were Introduced 

Under thege reguiaUons every native 
d r itn n g  to  Cuy property and  build or 
live in the  location na* to *ati*fy the 
tuperlntendent th a t he is of suffi­
ciently good character and is employed 
In the town. A native visiting the 
location for a few day* ha* to have 
a  lodger * p e rm it In  th is  way the 
population of the  location I* kepi 
under control and the  illicit liquor 
trade ha* been cu rta iled  

There arc  about 5,000 resident* in 
the  location and between 800 and 
I 000 tcnanUL I t  Is not overcniwded. 
On an  average there  are  about live 
people on each a land  and  the  build­
ings a re  d e a n  a n d  airy.

ROADS AND RENTS.

The location la amply provided with 
public buildings Then* arc five 
churches, one communal hall, which la

CRITERION

C O D  S  C O U N T R Y  A N D  T H E  
W O M A N

LirJO. BENONI

A W O M A N  A L O N E

•trrt-t* and public building*
«upnhed with e ltc tnc  light and water 
i* laid on 

Tne water *uup!> I* not quite «a!ts- 
iac:or> ,ia the location ut ai the  end 
j | • m rre-inch pmr tine wnicn na* 
hoi muen onuaurr and water d.w» not 
ruu Ireely irom the tups nil ih r  time 

riie  roud* in :tie location an 1 P’Xir 
jui *;om «re being taken to impnive nem

S a n iu r )  cattdiuona nave oeen u 
proved m tne last lu 'i  year* and 
a result the nmttih of tne random* 
noa' much belter 

The rent* In the  locatiun are  fair 
I nigh for native standard* of living

The present Orrmtaton locanon wil’ 
not cmst much longer I i will either 
oe rebuilt ot n-moved to another sl'e 
I'he Union D epartm ent of Native 
A tlum  i* ukcU to  o»- a*ked to  report 
on thcw  alternatives 

The old Council dw ided in lavuui 
ol rebulldtng on the  present site, but 
the fu ture of M r location oeeamc tin 
election question  and it *cem* likely 
tha t the m ailer will be reopened 

Condition* in the location were 
described a* '  appalling in * report 
draw n up recently oy Mr F W 
Jam w ou. ol the Central Housing 
t t i .u a  who conduced  an inquiry with 
Dr L P ouru . of the  Union H ealth 
iX w arm er,: and Mi F RocUrih. of 
tiir  Native A tta in  Dopartment.

■ M o '1 ai the build ngs m  the loca­
tion have been '•rec.rd by the  un- 
t ti l lrd  native* themu-ivca m d  they 
represent a m u i  ol degenerate shack* 
gross’y overcrowded on each stand  
and grossly overcrowdPd w ithin the 
muck* tna  repon  suited 

A system ol slum landlordism 
existed and oondlUoti* were degrading

vlded for ou t o f th e  accumulated 
revenue of the  location which has been 
In axistence for over U  yean .

Th* extension* will compriae 240 
two-roomed houses a n d  190 block* of 
four single rooms W ater-borne 
sewerage wui be provided and  electric 
light will be extended to the  street*, 
public hall* and  those house* which 
require It.

HEALTHY CO N D m O NB .

A public health  clinic I* projected 
and It I* hoped th a t the  street* will 
be macadamised.

The B o luburi locstlon comilsu of 
3.000 inhabitant* who are one of the 
quietest and moat law<abidlng native 
communities on the  Reef,

The health  or the  location 1* good. 
There  are a g reat m any applicant* 

for rosldoncc. Mr. J. Baker, the 
superintendent, ha* had  many in­
quiries from native* earning about £10 
u m onth in Johannesburg who want 
to live In the  location and leave their 
wive* and families in a place n h rra  
they know they will be safe. Bok*- 
burg native*, however, come f tn t 

I t I* cxpectcd th a t most of the 
natives who are now living in the 
town will go to the . enlarged location.

KRVGEHSDORP

th

to

A survey of condition* In th e  three 
largest municipal location* on the 
West Rand. i«( Krtigcrsdurp. Roode- 
poort and Randfontein. disclose* th a t 
in every rase there I* sn  unc**»ln* 
demand for extensions. Con’in tis l 
application* are being made by native* 
to en ter th em  in  each case the  exist­
ing accommodation is fully taxed.

Provision 1* being made to increase 
the am ount of land available for the  
locations and to  erect mure houses 

The old and new locations at 
Krageradorp have the  same tale ** In 
other towns of demands for accom­
m odation which cannot be met

Wc are  exceeding •. full Jusl n o w ' 
said Mr R  M Atn*lie. -he *upcriMcn- 
deut. " a n d  we are  getting m ote appli- 
a i ions to en ter the locutJhn, princi­

pally u  lodger*, thun  we can meet. 
The many sc h em a  which are in pnv 
ptm  and the buildings which are 
being erected have swollen the  float 
Ing population ‘.o a m ark-d di-grcc 

In  the  two locations there arc 
appr^xima-ely 10000 p ^ p ir .  of wbom 
nearly 7M 0  are in the new location 
on the hill. Except for a small 
number of municipally -owned build 
tngs the  bouse* have r>een null! by 
the  stand  holders.

Further add!:Ion* to  the  Kruger*- i “*urc ftcry -CWinM1;
necessary by the  modloal officer or
health.

Provision for further municipal 
h^us^s u  contained tn the  big housing 
«cbeme which ihe m unfcinsllty t i  ex-
rmcted to sto n  In the n e a r  future , 

s expected tha t they will t>» 1
occupied almost as soon a s  they are
completed

R A N D  FOIST ELN

The more houses we build Ihe 
more natires come to  the  location vn 
search of accommodation." said Mr i 
J Dowdeswell. superintendent of the 
R andfontein m unicipal locution 

T he location hou*«» approximately 
4.000 natives, m any of whom have 
been In residence for u  long as w  
yr*r* Each day nath-r* apply for 
admission.

Additional houses were completed by K 
the  mifnicipality 13 m onths ago 

T he am enities for the  location com­
munity are rim ed. The Madubtila • 
Mall, wiucli -was oouihI C cinw r Iasi 
year, provide* ■> venue fhr all rlasww 
of enterta inm ent DancCTi and con­
certs ure held from time to  time 
lectures are  given and there are 
gymnusium classca Boxing is a * 
favourite span.

m e re  is a •mall library Some ol 
the  books are discards from the Ratio- 
ton tel n L ibrary and other* have been 
contributed

|> A lL tY  ttbvanew* Loan* on Krujrer* 
d.>rp and  K andJoniein Pro- 
c - r - «  at S | -. in terest No 
ir-SMOible loan refised  —
H siiijlourein adorca* C ornn 
.1 N inth and Villag* Sire*"*

tesi

W E U . Ill II.I MODKKN 
R^SIDHNCIi

pO M P R IS IN O  two large bedroom* 
^  d ining-room  lounge k p o  oiectnr 
ttovo. h  and c  w»(er. giuage p ilc r 
A1J00. This property m iu i be oold -  
APP>>
BENONI BOAHD OF EXECUTORS. 

63 Princv's Avenue.
Sen on i.

P.O. Box 133. Phone 4M
*S2a3

"FOOD FACTS AND DAILY 
DIETS."

LAST FIV a LECTURES 
N ot. Ifl.—“ BudgMina for HealUi ‘ 

-N ov. 2 5 ^ -" Olo's (or A ll" (D r C. C. 
P- Anntugi 

” SOUP-Mm/ fllg.”
VtVrUOi™ and Dicta*

•C Wiii leitit-ad P lo jr  and Pud- 
- “  'ills* Mary

and unhealthy.
T ins report was circulated lo all 

councillors I t h as  co t yet been dis­
cussed by the Council

Tbc population oi the  location was 
given a* 100000 In the  la iw t census 
compiled by the location au iho rttka  
Most ol those people live In shack* 
built by ihem*elv«v There are only s 
small percentage of municipal housm 
-  none Ims been built for over 1J

B O K S B U R G

R O O D E P O O R T

The Roodcpoor. location is si lusted 
on a niliside overlooking Roodepuort 
West station Each day native# ec*k 
admission either to  o b u in  a plot on ! 
which to build or sirppiy to hire * 
n w ii Each day many have to  be sen I 
away,

We never irem  ui «  the  end of ' 
this stream  of spplican ts for s tand i ot 
a  room in which to  s leep - gaid Mr 
R C Cook, the aupenntendcnt “ The 
Council has * £10 000 achvmc on hand 
for enlarging ihe location and build­
ing municipal buuu*  It wit! probably 
be in operation soon but even then  I 
shall be In a pas:’Ion to nil a ll the 
new house* in a couple of days."

Natives a re  allowed co*build their 
own house* on the s ta n d s which lhcy 
hire comparatively cheaply 

The only recnniilonal la d lity  a: 
present is a  football Bold which 1* In 
oonsiani demand throughoui the  year 
W hen the new portion of the locu­
tion I* built it is hoped tha t s  ball 
will oe provided.

The population of the  location 
fluctuate* slightly, but average* 4.000

Two locations ore to  be amalga­
m ated and a programme of building 
extension and sewerage costing 
£110.000 will s ta r t  soon tn Boksburg 

T he locstlon at Boksburg North w... 
be disestablished and the inhabitan ts 
will be accommodated In the larger 
8 :irtcnvillc  location, where th e  exten­
sion* are  to  take place 

Near the  locution the  finest native 
•port* ground out*ide Johannesburg u  
being built on a S0-«i-re she  Two 
football ground., are to be laid o u t 
tennis tw in *  will be built and basket 
ball field* will be provided for the 
schoolchildren 

The present *por* grounds are  m  
the  location and the  new ground, 
besides providing better factllllc*. will 
h a w  free land in  th e  location Unlike 
fh r extension scheme which Is betng 
financed rn^m loan rund* the sport* 
ground snd  eijuipm rnt are  being p ro

CENTURY
rnooa 144 D# riant ACT, LID 

TOMIOHT ai (
CNsRLir sunn t-t*  t»

MIND YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS

■ Panii

! KEEP YCUR SEATS PLEASE
i m i  D a  t«j  Sig-al •> u»  C«a: or

0114

ANOLOCPALIM
RELATIONS

ADDRESS TO SPRINGS 
ROTARY CLUB

Mr Claude Wilson spoke of the 
relations between Britain  sn d  Italy 
when he addressed the Springs R ourv  
Ciuh yesterday.

Mr Wilson ho* spent 18 yrare In 
Italy t

' I can’t help feeling sorrv for the 
large number of fim iltes who moved 
sw ay during snd before sancMans 
became they feared th a t there .ou ld  
be trouble or unpleanantnn**.” he 
said " Those people will not go back 
and the middle-aged Italian  will 
always fee! th a i he has lost m snv 
good friends. He look* forward to 
the day when Englishmen and Amen- 
can* will settle  down in Italy ag«in 

' I th ink  we s re  heading 'l u t  wav 
already and a rew more tro n th s  of 
patience will sec us once agatn go«l 
friends or Rome. The fncndsb lo  ol 
the Italian  people, as a peooit Is 
e e ra in iy  as strong ss ever ’t wa»

" U nfortunalely there e.,inea into 
the picture an  element of distrust. 
The younger generation ha* grown un 
not knouing the difflculUsa and 
sorrow* which w ar brings T n tv  are 
willing to have a stab  a t sny’h ln g '

A vote o f thanks on bcnalf of ihe 
club was moved by U r  Ray Taylor.

L1D0 . BENONI

Ann* Bten stare in the  production.
A Woman Atone, now allowing at 

the Lido B*nonl Henry W'JluM-in 
U also in the cast The n!m is en 
hano-d by light comedy sod esccnen; 
dancing

Three pupils of W utcrtloof House 
6tlKi.il. I ' i d  o r la. have aun  tchola/ships 
a: l l l ln n  College. Natal Tlx-y «>* 
John  11 ope-D* i Ik . who has won the 
>i*n Ellis Memorial Hcnuuiremu, and 
M urray Pran* anil Oordon H -y, who 
have won clcacd acholareblpa
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Mr. J r o b le r  On N n tiv e * ' H e a lth .  2Jnd No t .
-• M l-! 1 J  £  '  L fj >  -  H J " * -

P A G E  S IX T E E N R EEF r
MR. GROBLER ON 
NATIVES FROM 
POOR HEALTH

T O lf 'N S H J P  O P E N E D

G E L -
K j U !

“  J T 18 both sad and duturbing to see the extent to 
w hich the health o f our urban native popula­

tion is deteriorating. It is clear that when next a 
depression sets in, unless in the m eantim e there are 
efforts to im prove the position, m any o f the urban 
natives w ill not be fit to w o rk.”
The Minister of Native Affairs. Mr. P. G. W. Grobler, 

made this statement at Nigel on Saturday afternoon when he 
officially opened the new native township of Charterston. 
The township is built on an ideal spot, 31 miles from the 
business centre of Nigel, and consists of 600 dwelling hous-s, 
two large schools, several churches, a native clinic, a block 
of shops and administrative offices. Two hundred additional 
houses are being constructed.

The work was carried out departrrrcntally under the 
direction of Mr. H. Bickley, town engineer of Nigel The 
cest was £56,538, as compared with the original estimate ol 
£70,700.

The 600 finished houses are now fully occupied, and as 
soon as the other 200 have been completed the old location 
adjoining Nigel town will be completely demolished and the 
area converted into a European township.

Before the opening ceremouy, n 
luncheon was given by the Mayor and 
Councillors ol Nigel. in the Sub Nigel 
Recreation Hall. The Mayor. Mr. N. 
G am sj. presided and those present 
Included: the Minister of Native 
Affairs, Mr. P. O. W. Grobler; the 
Secretary of Native Affairs. Mr. D. L. 
Bmlt: the Director of Native Labour, 
Mr. J. Martins, and Mrs. Martins: the 
Chief Inspector of Native Srheols, Dr 
W. Elaelen, and Mrs. Eiselen; the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Springs, Mr 
nnd Mrs. George Sutter; the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Heidelberg. Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Whelan; the Mayoress of 
Nigel, Mrs. Gamsu; the Chief Magis­
trate of Heidelberg. Mr. A, A. Stan­
ford and Mrs. Stanford Mr M p  
Ackerrann. M PC., aud Mrs. Ackerman; 
Mr. and Mrs. p. j .  du Plsanle, Deputy 
Mayor and Mayoress of Nisei; Mr and 
Mra. H. E. Mackenzie: Mr. A. W P. 
Charters, the Magistrate of Nigel; Mr. 
A V. Bird and Mm. Bird.

The Mayor und Mayoress of Brak- 
pan, Mr. and Mr&. Wm. C. Smyly; Mr. 
and Mrs. \v . D. Pretorius; the Local 
Government Inspector. Mr. H. B. 
George, and Mrs. George; the Rev.

. t  P. S u k m h ; Dr- c .  p  Aiming. 
M.O.H., Benoni; Dr. P. A. Donnelly. 
M.O.H., Springs; Dr. and Mrs. M. 
Taylor-Smlth; Councillor und Mrs. W. 
T. O'Reilly Merry; Councillor and Mrs. 
H. Mills; Rev. J. Malherbe; Councillor 
Harold Loiter and Mrs. Lotter.

Lieutenant J. p. van Wyk. Springs 
Police; Lieutenant W. S. Mapleaden. 
Nigel Police; Rev. R. j .  Moore nnd 
Mrs. Moore, Heidelberg; Rev. W. J. 
Plant; Councillor and Mrs. L. J. van 
tier Heever; Rev. H. W. Wilson and 
Mrs. Wilson; Mr. and Mrs. C. D. 
Mackle; Councillor and Mra p. H. 
Thorbum; Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Mlll- 
ateln.

SINGING CHILDREN
The road to the new township was 

lined by 000 native children, all neatly 
attired in blue and white. They gave 
a Auty rendering of M N'Kosl 
Sikclela." the Bantu National Anthem, 
in Xoha. as the Minister of Native 
Affairs Bnd the long string of cars 
entered Charterston.

The iSiyor. Mr. N. Gaouu, In wel­
coming Mr. Orobler. said they were all 
well aware of the great interest he had 
In the welfare of the natives.

The cx-Mayor, Mr. H. E. Mackenzie, 
presented Mr. Orobler with a gold key. 
and on behalf of Uie Town Council, 
naked him to name the new township 
Charterston. In honour of ex-Mayor 
Mr. A. W. P. Chnrtera. the prime 
mover In the PBtabllshment of the 
location.

When Mr. Grobler rose to speaii, he 
l»ad an enthusiastic welcome from an 
assembly of about 5,000 natives and 
300 European*.

“ As I look upon this really model 
tow nship and l  think of the hovels 
Wfclrh existed In the old location and 
ot tho wretched conditions under 
which many natives still live amid the 
wealth or the Reef. I hen I Teel I mux* 
congratulate the Mavor and Coun­
cillors or Nlgcl on their far-sighted 
policy and thank them for the way In 
Whlen they are carrying out their 
Obligations i<i their native population.” 
t Not only ItA4l Iht Nigel ('etniell 

I arrlril nut wbal might hr rot»- 
altfnrrf llielr duty, lint In also having 
arhtml buildings rrrrted In Ihe 
IiwjIh.k ihrr tnul shewn an Intern! 
In the moral and apltitoal welfare 
«f Ihrir natlvra nnd »rt r temple 
It# mnat nl lit* fier i l«mn«
I baling with Ihe health of the 

M tlves Mr tirnou-r said that without a 
daunt lb* native |x-ptiiaik<n n <  'me of 
II*  moat valuable w w  u  o f this 
fiounWr I n  without native labour 
w »b  ih f  gfud Indus*tf  would i*»i 
flourish  as it did 

l o  m einieiti ihe henllli trf their 
f»alive« ««* n»«rMnr* *f parummini 
fMtloftal Mre'f'

Hi* f3f»uiwii> tmrl lafceu •  most Im­

portant step towards maintaining the 
beuJth of the nntin-3 -vhlrh tn the past 
appeared to 1«  so Inherent in th em ' 
that one was Inclined to think that! 
nothing could affect It.

Mr. CrobJrr said he would not 
enter upon the »oinewhat controver­
sial subject of how much or what form 
of education It was ndvisublr or 
desirable to give the native In hi* 
present state of development.

It was patent, however, that _  
they were to keep the urban locations 
from filling tbelr gaols and Institu­
tions with Juvenile delinquents, they 
must keep the mind* of the children 
usefully oocapted. There was 
better way of doing this than 
having them at achool.
Mr. Grobler afterwards congratulated 

the Town Engineer, Mr. H. Bickley. 
and his staff on their notable achieve­
ment, also the Town Clerk, Mr. W D 
Pretorius nnd the Chief Magistral* 
Mr. A. A. Stanford for hia work tus 
arbitrator.

Mr. Grobler delivered a special 
address to the Advisory Board and 
residents or the Nigel Locution which 
was Interpreted in several native 
languages and broadcast through Uic 
microphone. His words of advice were 
cheered by the huge assembly.

In declaring the township open. Mr 
Grobler said he wished to honour the 
names of two men who had played a 
most Important part In establishing 
the new location, namely Mr. A. W. p. 
Charters, who was Mayor at the time 
the location was being planned, and 
Mr. If. Mills, who wiu chairman of the 
Public Works Committee which 
enabled the Town Engineer to carry 
out the departmental building of the 
location. He therefore named the 
township -Charterston." and the ad­
ministrative block therein. "Mills 
Square."

The two iBrge new unlive school* In 
C harleston  wore afterward! officially 
opened by Mr. Charter* and Mr. P  j  
du Plaanle, DepulyM ayor.

m o rr o w  a f te r n o o n  a t  I  n t lD C i  *  
c e r t  w f l l  b e  g iv e n  b y  th e  p u p i ls  m  aid  
o f  a c h n o l fu n d *  T h e  o o n c o rt m il  
r e p e a le d  o n  W rd tu w d n v  a f t e r n o o n  *  
A f t e r  o a c ti ou n o ert n itn« n f  *
l lo n a l  n a tu r e  w il l b* a lK iw n  liy  U ie ' 
C in e m a  p r o je c to r  r e r w t i v  «eq ttW *d b» 
I h e  w h tJo l.

C R I T E R I O N
ltTt>UR0HI — An

1 « ‘WV ■» .1 one A 
rug Yu* ft*tr Mtrrmm i •w*mi m.NNt 

IH  * w u r n

" THKODORA GOES WII.D
.. fort™  Imtnni
Wonflar rfrili • U h iI r lain

s p r i n g s  n u m
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P o r t  E lizabeth , S u n d ay . /  

i y i /H E N  th e  M ayor, M r. J .  M cL ean,I 
W  fo rm ally  o pened  th e  one th o u ­
sa n d th  sub-econom ic house  erectec 
in  tw elve m o n th s  in  co n n ec tio n  w iti 
th e  c ity ’s; £1,500,0000 slu m  c le a ra n c  
a n d  re -housing  schem e, th e  M in iste  
of L abour, th e  H on. H . L aw rence, deA 
scribed P o r t  E lizab e th  a s  h a v in g  giverA 
a  lead  to  th e  re s t  of S o u th  A frica .

The scheme, he said, was a “mag­
nificent achievement,” and he was 

' amazed to see what a great project 
the city had embarked on When 
he went back to Pretoria, Mr. Law­
rence continued, he would be able to 
report that the Council's labours were 
bearing fruit.
T h ey  h a d  tack led  social prob lem s in  

th e  r ig h t  m a n n e r  by in tro d u c in g  th ese  
schem es. Y oung  c h ild ren  w ho grew  up 
in  th e  new  houses w ould be in fluenced  
by th e  ch an g e  of en v iro n m en t, a n d  
v arious fo rm s of vice a n d  crim e caused  
by im p ro p e r u p b rin g in g  w ould be 
-n -iiu a lly  s tam p ed  ou t. “ W h a t pleases 
m e m ost ab o u t th e se  m u n ic ip a l schem es 
in  P o r t  E lizab e th ,” h e  concluded, • & 
th a t  th ey  c a te r  fo r_all_sec tio p s o f th e
c o m n u u n S r ^ I ^ i n t i M ^ S i E ^ S S ^ ^ ^ ’’ 
as ~much a s  i t  is  th e  d u ty  of th e  Gov 

to look a f t e r E m ^ .  
a l s o ,  U n f i t s  d u ty  to  look, w  tn e  w an ts 
of n o n -E u ro p ean s .”
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2 ’ 600 More houses. C i t y 's  ^ 1 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  Scheme. 2 3 t d . . N o v ..  1 9 3 a .

m j o k f
\ N  n  e s m i  k q . t k a  n s  v a

2,600 MORE f  
HOUSES

CITY’S £1,300,000 
SCHEME

ELIMINATION OF 
SLUMS

W ork Is to  s t a r t  as soon as possible 
on build ing  1.164 m ore houses for 
E uro p ean s an d  1.500 houses for non- 
E uro p ean s a t a cost of ab o u t £1.300,000 
in econom ic an d  sub-econom ic schem es 
by th e  Jo h a n n e sb u rg  C ity  C ouncil in 
its  big drive to e lim in a te  s lu m s and  
provide d ecen t com fo rtab le  housing  
for th e  poorer sec tion  of th e  com ­
m unity  a t  a  n o m in a l re n ta l.

T h e  C ouncil also  p lan s to estab lish  
six res id en tia l clubs fo r g irls in th e  
city, a t P io n eers T ow nship , C ottesloe, 
L an g laag te , a n d  th ree  a t  Jep p e  when 
the  low ering of th e  line is com pleted  
an d  g round  now covered by a m aze 
of ra ilw ay  track s  becom es available. 
T h e  P io n eer C lub is u n d e r c o n stru c ­
tion.

SCH EM E EX PLA IN ED

In  an  in terv iew  to-day, Mr. L. Leve- 
son, c h a irm a n  of th e  Public  H ealth  
C om m ittee  of th e  council, sa id  th e  city 
e n g in e e r’s d e p a rtm e n t had  been in ­
s tru c te d  to p re p are  p lan s an d  full 
d e ta ils  for th e  proposed co n stru ctio n  
of th e  2.664 new  houses 

T h e  council had  availab le  a housing 
loan of £1.500.000 w hich was to have 
been u tilised  to  build 2,000 E uropean 
sub-econom ic houses a t  K lip riv lersberg .
In  th e  n e g o tia tio n s  w ith  th e  G ov ern ­
m en t it h ad  been ag reed  to  cede a 
large  p a r t  of th e  g round  to th e  R a il­
way A d m in is tra tio n  an d  it was u n d e r­
stood th a t  600 houses would be pu t 
up  by th em  for ra ilw aym en  to c a te r  
for th e  s ta f l  th a t  would work a t  th e  
new goods an d  m arsh a llin g  y a rd s in 
th e  co nverted  P rospect T ow nship  

T h e  co m m ittee  now proposed to use 
th e  m oney to p u t up 105 sub-econom ic 
houses in th e  V rededorp  com pound. 
634 sub-econom ic houses a t  A lberts- 
ville, 325 a t  C larem o n t, a n d  100 econo­
m ic houses a t  va rio u s p o in ts  in  th e  

i city, all foi E u ro p ean  fam ilies; 600 _  
A siatic  sub-econom ic an d  econom ic , 
houses tn C larem o n t for A siatics, and 
900 econom ic an d  sub-econom ic houses 
for coloured  people in C o ro n a tio n  
T ow nsh ip  an d  O rlan d o  

“ T h is  will give th o u sa n d s  of people 
now ex isting  in d ifficult c o n d itio n s a 
ch an ce  of living in decen t com fo rtab le  
houses w ith  room  for g a rd en s  a n d  a t 
low re n ta ls  w hich would re lease  m ore 
m oney for food a n d  o th e r  necessities. 
T h e  people would h av e  secu rity  of 
te n u re  an d  would have  no  fe a r  of be­
ing ex p lo ited  '*

F A M IL IE S R E H A B IL IT A T E D

M r Leveson ad d ed  th a t  tn  th e  ex is t­
ing sub-econom ic a n d  econom ic hous­
ing schem es m any  fam ilie s  were being 
re h a b ili ta te d  a n d  se t on  th e ir  feet.

] Several fam ilie s  h a d  reach ed  th e  s tag e  
I w here  they  could  s t a r t  pay ing  oft 
1 hom es of th e ir  own a n d  o th e rs  would 

occupy th e ir  places in th e  C ouncil's 
houses.

“T h e  g re a t th in g  th ese  people w ant, 
too, is space  fo r  a  g a rd en . M ost of 
th em  a re  very proud  of th e  g a rd en s  
they  have  c re a te d  ro u n d  th e ir  new 
hom es.

T h e  new  schefne is a n o th e r  n a il  In 
th e  coffin of slum  ten em en ts .
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T h e  p ro g re s s  o f  s lu m  e lim in a tio n  
in  B o k sb u rg , th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f th e  
m u n ic ip a l lo an  sch em e  fo r  econom ic  
h o u sin g , th e  p ro p o sed  e x te n s io n s  to  
th e  lo ca tio n , th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f a  
m o d ern  A s ia t ic  to w n sh ip , a n d  d e ta ils  
o f  th e  p ro p o se d  E u ro p e a n  su b - 
econom ic  h o u s in g  sch em e, a re  d is ­
c u ssed  in  a  sp e c ia l r e p o r t  on  h o u s in g  
p re p a re d  by th e  M .O .H . o f  B o k s­
b u rg , D r. J . j .  d U p re e z  | e r oux 
a n d  in c lu d ed  in  h is  a n n u a l  re p o rt .

" I t  is  g r a t i f y in g  to  re p o r t ,"  h e  
s ta te s ,  " t h a t  o n ly  66 o u t  o f  th e
Mo .« ° 5  221 Pro Pe r t ie s  o r ig in a lly  
c lass ified  a s  s lu m s  re m a in  u n a lte re d  ” 
T h e  b u ild in g s  w e re  c lass ified  in  ’a  
s u rv e y  u n d e r ta k e n  th e  p re v io u s  
y e a r  S ince  th e n  th e  h e a l th  d e p a r t ­
m e n t  h a d  a r ra n g e d  p e rso n a l in te r ­
v iew s w ith  o w n e rs  o f a ll  s lu m  
p ro p e r t ie s  a n d  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f 
th e  d e p a r tm e n t  ex p la in ed  to  th e m  
a n d  d e ta ile d  in  w r itin g . A s a  r e s u l t  
o f th is  71 b u ild in g s  h a d  b een  re c o n ­
s t ru c te d  a n d  75 w ere  u n d e r  re c o n ­
s t ru c tio n  five h a v in g  been  v a ca te d . 
O f th e  b u ild in g s  l is te d  a s  s lu m s  in  
th e  o r ig in a l su rv e y , 124 w e re  in 
B o k sb u rg  N o r th , 70 in B o k sb u rg  and
! L “  o th e r  p a r t s  o f th e  m u n ic ip a l a re a .

M A JO R  P R O B L E M S
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T h e  M .O .H . p o in ts  o u t  t h a t  th e  
P l e n t y  o f th e  66 p re m ise s  t h a t  
h a v e  re m a in e d  u n a lte re d  a re  r e ­
g a rd e d  a s  m a jo r  s lu m s  w h ich  sh o u ld
o f Z f  2  , ° r  clem olished, " m a n y  
o f  th e m  b e in g  y a rd  b u ild in g s  n o t

h a b ita tio n . in t6 n d e d  f ° r  h u m a n
ha J l!r t h e r  a c tio n  m u s t  n e c e s sa r ily  
be d e lay ed  u n t il  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f th e  
p ro p o sed  su b  .  econom ic  h o u s in g  
o u r ^ f f  /  ®u ro Pe a n s . in  o rd e r  t h a t  
sh n i11n  +S , lm p ro v e  co n d itio n s  
sh o u ld  n o t  m a k e  m a t te r s  even  w orse  
fo r  a n  a lre a d y  h a ra s s e d  se c tio n  of 
th e  c o m m u n ity ,"  s t a te s  th e  re p o rt ,  
u Z 1 Kg  ° Ut t h a t  “ th e  in s ta l la t io n  o f 
- ar fb° r -  sew e ra g e  h a s  a lre a d y  

, f  0 f in c re a s in g  re n ts , 
th u s  m a k in g  g r e a te r  in ro a d s  on  th e  

n a n c e s  o f th o se  w ho, b y  re a so n  of 
th e i r  sm a ll e a rn in g s , a re  fo rced  to 
o ccu p y  slu m  d w e llin g s .”

T he su b -eco n o m ic  h o u s in g  sch em e 
p ro v id es  fo r  o n ly  24 h o u se s— h a lf  th e  
n u m b e r  o r ig in a l ly  reco m m e n d e d  b e ­
c au se  it  is h oped  t h a t  th e  b a la n c e  o f 
th e  sch em e  w ill be b e t t e r  fo r  th e  e x ­
p e rien ce  g a in e d  on th is  f i r s t  e x p e r i­
m e n ta l  sec tio n . T h e re  w ill be 12 fo u r-  
room ed  h o u ses, e ig h t  th re e -ro o m e d

an d . fo u r  tw o -ro o m ed  h o u se s j 
a n d  th e  r e n ta ls  o f th e  th re e  ty p e s  w ill 

e 17/6 a  w eek , 15/- a  w eek , an d  12/6 
a  w eek . T h e  fre e  se rv ice s  w ill in ­
c lude  sa n ita t io n , 1,500 g a llo n s  of

m o n th  a n d  20 U nits o f e lec tr ic it  

R E H A B IL IT A T IO N

T h e  su b -eco n o m ic  sch em e  sh o u ld  
in t im e  develop  fro m  i ts  o r ig in a l ob-
; ! ^ K 0L ' r.ehOUSin8:’ in to  th e  co m p le te  
re h a b ili ta t io n  o f th e  s lu m  d w e llin g s  "
®t a t §® tl^e re p o rt.  "T h is  w ill be p o s­
sib le  if  te n a n ts  a re  e n co u ra g ed , once 
p laced  on a  so u n d e r  f in an c ia l fo o tin g  
to  a c q u ire  th e i r  ow n p ro p e rt ie s  u n d e r 
th e  m u n ic ip a l lo an  sc h e m e ."  T his 
w ill en ab le  th e m  to  p u rc h a se  th e ir  
ow n  h o m es b y  m o n th ly  p a y m e n ts  
n o t g r e a t ly  in ex cess o f th e  p ro p o sed  
su b -eco n o m ic  re n ta ls .

S ince  th e  en d  o f 1934, 40 h o u ses  to  
th e  v a lu e  o f £31,826 h av e  b een  com - 
p le ted  u n d e r  th e  m u n ic ip a l lo an  
sch em e.

“M o st o f  th e  e x is tin g  to w n sh ip s  a re  
now  m o re  o r  less  fu lly  b u ilt  up, an d  

c° n tln u a tlo n  ° f  b u ild in g  p ro g re s s  
w ill d ep en d  upo n  th e  p ro p o sed  new  
C ason, C o m et an d  C in d ere lla  T o w n ­
sh ip s  b eco m in g  a v a ila b le  a t  a n  e a r ly  
d a te .” J I

B e ca u se  th e  A s ia tic  p o p u la tio n  d e ­
pend m a in ly  fo r  th e i r  incom e on  I 
n a tiv e  tra d e , a  s i te  n e a r  th e  S tir to n -J  
X* e lo ca tio n  h a s  been  se lec ted  for 
th e  m o d ern  A s ia t ic  to w n sh ip  which 
will co n s is t o f  168 h o u ses. T h e  tow n  
sh ip  w ill c o n ta in  a  p ro p e rly  laid -ou  
t r a d in g  c en tre . "T o  c a te r  fo r  th  
c u s to m s  o f  th e  A s ia tic s , w ho  fa v o u  • 
th e  acc o m m o d a tio n  o f m a rr ie d  chi: ■ 
d re n  u n d e r  th e  p a re n ta l  roof, m a n  ' 
o f th e  p ro p o sed  d w e llin g s  w ill 
b u i lt  in  se m i-d e ta c h e d  g ro u p s ."

“ F U L L Y  J U S T IF IE D ”

'A n y  c o st o r  e ffe c t w h ich  can  
d ire c te d  to  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f thife 
sch em e  w ill be fu lly  ju s tif ie d ,"  s ta te  i 
th e  re p o rt ,  " a s  i t  w ill e lim in a te  a t  
a r e a  in w h ich  co n d itio n s  o f a  m os 
u n d e s ira b le  n a tu re  a t  p re s e n t  ex is t. '

A s soon a s  fin a l a p p ro v a l h a s  been 
o b ta in e d  fro m  th e  P ro v in c ia l Ad-| 
m in is tra tio n , b u ild in g  o p e ra t io n s  w ill 
be s ta r te d  on th e  lo ca tio n  e x te n s io n  
sch em e, w h ich  "w ill m a te r ia l ly  a s s is t  
in  re liev in g , a lth o u g h  i t  w ill n o t  co m ­
p le te ly  solve, th e  p re s e n t  h o u sin g 1 
s h o r ta g e . T h e  sch em e  p ro v id es  fo r 
th e  acc o m m o d a tio n  o f  a b o u t  2,000 
n a tiv e s  in 230 th re e -ro o m e d  c o tta g e s  
w h ich  w ill be le t  a t  22/6 a  m o n th , and  
145 fo u r-ro o m e d  block., to  be  le t  a t  
12/6 p e r  room , w ill be let.

-
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d e ta iled  th e  changes suggested  in  
reg ard  to  th e  M alay L ocation. 
Briefly i t  i6 proposed, by a rra n g e ­

m en t betw een th e  s ta l lh o ld e r s  an d  
th e  C ity  Council, to  su b s titu te  freehold  

| title  fo r th e  p re sen t m o n th ly  p e rm it 

system , th e  cost of freeho ld lng  ran g in g  

from  £100 In th e  case of business 1 
s ta n d s  to  £50 fo r re sid en tia l stan d s. 

C erta in  topog rap h ica l changes a re  also 
to be m ade. A broad  roadw ay flanked 
by a  b a rrie r  of trees  will be e rected  on 

th e  so u th  betw een th e  location  and  
M ayfair, a n d  a s im ila r b a rrie r  on th e  

n o rth  betw een E ig h te en th  S tre e t an d  
B raam fo n te in , an d  th e  n a rro w  25ft. 
s tre e ts  a re  to  be m ade  one-way streets. 
T h e  proceeds of th e  ch arg es fo r free- 
ho ld ing  a re  to be p a id  in to  a  special 

fund, fro m  w hich, in  th e  firs t in stance, 
will be pa id  th e  survey a n d  expro­

p ria tio n  ch arg es w hich  th e  schem e 

necessitates, a n d  th e  balance  is to be 

devoted to m uch-needed  im provem ents 
in th e  a rea  itse lf. T h e  whole schem e 

reflects g re a t c red it upon  th e  Council 
a n d  its  officials, a n d  th e  re p re se n ta ­

tives of th e  In d ia n  com m unity , a n d  it 
la to  be h oped  th a t  It will be duly 
ratified.

A* M r. J . h . H ofm eyr p o in ted  ou t 
when, as M in iste r of th e  In te r io r  in 

1938, he in tro d u ced  th e  second re ad ­
ing  of th e  BUI to p e rm it A siatics to 

acquire  freeh o ld  In c e r ta in  re stric ted  
areas, n o th in g  is m ore certa in ly  

ca lcu la ted  to  c rea te  slum  conditions 
th a n  in secu rity  of title . Once security  

is given, a n d  im p ro v em en ts become 
p racticab le , a  new  e ra  will daw n fo r  | 
th e  locality ; a n d  It would be su itab le  
if i ts  a d v en t were accom pan ied  by a
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■'j su itab le  ch an g e  of nam e. T h e  te rm  

"M alay Location'* m ay  have  been 

su ited  to th e  m in ing  cam p  conditions 
of th e  'n ineties, bu t i t  is obviously 
incongruous as app lied  to a n  up-to- 
d a te  tow nship, w ith  m an y  th ree  and  
four-storeyed m o d ern  buildings, where- 
m  th e  cap ita l in v es tm en t ap proaches 
one m illion  pounds. M oreover, th ere  
ta a  defin ite  social a n d  business s lu r  
to th e  word location, f° r  th a t  q u a rte r

J  ln  fu tu re  be a  c red itab le  tow n­
ship , a n d  n e ith e r  M alay  n o r  a  loca­
tion. i f  we m ig h t v en tu re  Qn a _

gestion, it is th a t  th e  n am e  of the  
M ayor ln  whose y e a r th e  change  is to 
tak e  place, a n d  who h im self h a s  do-' 
a  g re a t deal to  b ring  it  about, s i r  

I be ho n o u red  la  th i*  re sp e c t
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NEW' TOWNSHI] 
FOR MALAYS

TO BE KNOWN AS 
PAGEVILLE

RECOGNITION OF THE 

MAYOR’S WORK

T h e  M ayor o f Jo h a n n e sb ru g , M r. J. 
J . Page, h a s  co n sen ted  to  th e  proposed  
new  M alay  tow nship , w hich  w ill be a 
big ex ten sio n  of th e  p re sen t M alay 
loca tion , being know n as Pageville. 
T h e  suggestion , w hich  was th e  recom ­
m en d a tio n  of th e  T ra n sv a a l In d ian  
C ongress, h a s  been accep ted  by th e  
C ity  C ouncil.

T h e  asso c ia tio n  of M r. P ag e 's  n am e  
w ith  th e  to w n sh ip  t h a t  will come in to  
being in consequence of th e  ag ree ­
m en t re ac h ed  betw een  th e  C ouncil 
a n d  th e  A siatic  co m m unity , a n d  w hich  
only a w aits  th e  ap proval of P a r l ia ­
m en t in te rm s of th e  A sia tic  L and 
T en u re  A m en d m en t Act of 1936. is a  
tr ib u te  to  th e  n o tab le  e ffo rts  01 th e  
M ayor to  re ac h  a sa tis fac to ry  so lu tion , 
w hich  is now in s ig h t a f te r  m an y  y ears 
of con troversy  a n d  n eg o tia tio n .

C o m m enting  on th e  a r tic le  w hich 
ap p eared  in  T h e  S ta r  last week on 
th e  fu tu re  o f th e  M alay lo ca tio n . Mr. 
S M N a n a  sec re ta ry  of th e  T ra n s ­
v aal In d ia n  C ongress, s ta te d  to-day 
th a t  a  d e p u ta tio n  of th e  congress 
m ad e  re p re se n ta tio n s  to  th e  p a r lia ­
m e n ta ry  select co m m ittee  on th e  1936 
Act, an d  req u ested  th a t ,  as a  first 
step . In d ia n s  sh o u ld  be given th e  
r ig h t of ow n ersh ip  in  th e  proposed 
“freed o m ” a reas, inc lu d in g  th e  p re ­
d o m in an tly  coloured to w n sh ip s of 
N ew clare, S o p h ia to w n  a n d  M a rtin d a le  
a n d  th e  A siatic  b a za a rs  a n d  tow nsh ips 
such  as th e  M alay location .

T h e  co m m ittee  acceded  to  th e  re­
qu ests  o f congress a n d  a s  a  re su lt 
S ec tio n s 1 a n d  2 of th e  A m en d m en t 
Act w ere p laced  on th e  S ta tu te  Book.

R e p re sen ta tiv e s  of th e  congress an d  
th e  M alay L ocation  S ta n d o w n e rs ’ As­
sociation  m et re p re se n ta tiv es  of th e  
Jo h a n n e sb u rg  C ity  C ouncil in  Ju n e  
la s t y e a r T h e  ap p ea l su b m itted  th e n  
for In d ia n s  to  be given freeh o ld  t itle  
h a s  now been g ra n te d .

“ T h is  progressive  s te p .” sa id  Mr 
N ana, “ is welcom ed by th e  In d ia n  
co m m unity  a n d  is a n  in d ica tio n  of 
th e  re la x a tio n  of th e  law s p ro h ib itin g  
In d ia n s  from  ho ld in g  p roperty . I t  
is hoped th a t  th e  g ra n tin g  of free ­
hold title  w ill lend  a n  im p e tu s  to 
th e  g r n t  im p ro v em en ts  w hich  h av e  
been effec ted  a lread y  in  th e  M alay 
lo ca tio n  ”

T h a t  policy, h e  added , would be ac­
c e lera ted  if th e  C ouncil m ad e  p rov i­
sion  fo r econom ic ho u sin g  lo an s  u n d e r 
th e  G o v e rn m en t ho u sin g  schem es, 

th e re  w ere som e w ealth y  s ta n d -  
—ij l  th e  loca tio n , th e re  w ere 

—-not well off, a n d  by 
nbora l housing  
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Housing.
Where The Money Goes. (Mather Smith) December 1 9 t h tlQlR.

HOUSING X
E THE MONEY 

01

'he Start
: t « D t o  

ijfis o f 
(m-“ le a r-  

^ u re ly  be ad -

T o  th e  F .d itor^nj  
S ir ,— B o fo o | We 

th e  ex p eiid iD jj*  / f  
m o n ey  op h 
a n c e  schpm e 
v isa b le  to  m a ^  som e f u r th e r  s tu d y  
o f th e  r e s u l ts  o f s im ila r  sc h e m e s  in 
o th e r  co u n tries . I n  an sw er to  Mr. 
H . D a y  in  th e  H o u se  o f C om m ons, 
on M ay 26, 1938, M r. W a lte r  E llio t 
sa id  t h a t  fo r  th e  five y e a r s  e n d in g  
M a rch  31, 1938, th e  n u m b e r  o f a c re s  
a cq u ired  u n d e r  th e  v a r io u s  H o u s in g  
A c ts  b y  loca l a u th o r i t ie s  in  E n g la n d  
a n d  W ales , o u ts id e  L ondon, h a d  been  
35,000, fo r  w h ich  £8,000,000 h a d  been  
p a id  In  rep ly  to  th e  R ev. J a m e s  B a r r

th e  S ta tr- had  pa id  In ’h o u sin g  s u b s i­
d ies  £193.304.023. T h e  a g g re g a te  n u m -

'Souses "built w ith  tf ie  'h e lp  
S ta te  su b s id y  w a s  1,404,576.

M r. A. W . M adsen , in  h is  "W h y  
R e n ts  a n d  R a te s  a re  H ig h ,” sa y s : 
“T h is  h u g e  su m , ta k e n  fro m  som e 
ta x p a y e r s  to  g iv e  to  o th e r s ,” ( i t  is 
so  e a sy  to  be g e n e ro u s  w ith  o th e r  
p e o p le ’s m o n ey ) " re f le c ts  th e  s t a te  o f 
p o v e r ty  in  w h ich  peo p le  live  w hose  
w a g e s  do n o t  e n ab le  th e m  to  p ro v id e  
o r  occu p y  h o u ses  fo r  th em se lv es . N o r 
is th e  su m  th e  w hole a m o u n t o f su b ­
sidy, s in ce  m illio n s  h a v e  to  be  ad d ed  
w h ich  loca l a u th o r i t ie s  h a v e  p a id  o u t  
o f  th e  r a te s .  T h e  lan d  m onopo ly , th e  
r in g s  a n d  t r u s ts ,  h a v e  h a d  th e i r  h a n d s  
d eep  in  th is  o u t-p o u r in g  o f p u b lic  
m o n ey ; b u t  th e  h o u s in g  p ro b le m  s t i ll  
a w a its  so lu tio n .”

T h e  f ig u re s  fo r S c o tla n d  a re  n o t  in ­
c lu d ed  in  th e  ab o v e  fig u res , b u t  G la s ­
gow , to  m y  k n o w led g e , h a s  been  
sp e n d in g  h u g e  su m s  on s lu m -c le a r-  
a n ce  sc h e m e s  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  p a s t. 
A n d  th e  r e s u l t?  M r. R . M orrison , 
K .C., g iv in g  ev id en ce  b e fo re  a  P a r l ia ­
m e n ta ry  C o m m iss io n  on J u ly  28, 1937, 
sa id  t h a t :  “O f th e  276,130 h o u se s  in 
G la sg o w  a t  W h itsu n tid e , 1935, no 
fe w e r  th a n  259,769 fe ll u n d e r  th e  o v e r­
c ro w d in g  su rv e y  in  a cc o rd an c e  w ith  
th e  1935 A ct. T h is  rev ea led  a n  a lm o s t 
s ta g g e r in g  to ta l  o f 74,952 o v e r - 
c row ded  h o u se s  e x c lu s iv e  o f o v e r 
10.000 h o u se s  fo u n d  to  be u n fit fo r  
h u m a n  h a b ita tio n  a n d  h a lf  o f w h ich  
w e re  a lso  o v e r-c ro w d e d .” S ince  th e  
w ar th e  C ity  C ouncil of G lasgow  
s p e n t  £3.059 979 on lan d  p u rc h a se  of 
w h ich  £1,080,139 w a s  fo r  h o u s in g ; 
£791,626 fo r  s t r e e t s  an d  sew ers , an d  
£137,205 fo r  p a rk s .

A c ity  h e ld  to  ra n so m ! L e t th e  
to w n s  of T ra n s v a a l  b ew are .

M A T H E R  SM IT H , 
S e c re ta ry  of th e  F a r m e r s ’ an d  

W o rk e rs ’ P a r ty
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TTIE STAjR, J O H A N N E S B U R G .  T U A N S

R E A D E R S ’ VI
SLl

FE'CT) NOT A 

CAUSE

To th e  E d i t o r \ o f  T h e  S ta r
S ir ,— I  sh o u ld ' .like  to  th a n k  y o u  fo r  

th e  su b - le a d e r  ora S lu m s in  T h e  S ta r  
o f  T u esd ay . F o r  m a n y  y e a r s  w e  h a v e  
had  f a r  to o  m u c h  o f  " th e  to o  p r e v a ­
le n t  id ea  t h a t  h o u s in g  b y  itseslf w ill 
. . . so lv e  th e  s lu m  p ro b le m .” S lu m s 
a re  n o t  a  c au se . T h e y  a r e  a n  e ffec t. 
T h ey  a r e  s ig n s  o f  p o v e r ty ,  u n e m ­
p lo y m e n t, low  w a g ea . S lu m  c le a r ­
a n c e  c a n  n e v e r  d e s t ro y  th o s e  ev ils, 
b u t  If, a s  w e  e a s ily  co u ld , w e  w e re  
to  d e s tro y  p o v e r ty ,  s lu m s  w o u ld  
c e a se  to  e x is t  a n d  w i th  th e m  th e  
n eed  f o r  h o u s in g  s c h e m e s  a n d  o th e r  
fo rm s  o f c h a r i ty — slu m  c le a ra n c e  is  
re a l ly  o n ly  a  k in d  o f  c h a r i ta b le  
a c t iv ity .

In  1915 th e  M .O .H . f o r  W oolw ich  
sh o w ed  t h a t  good  w a g e s  w h ile  th e y  
la s te d  en d ed  s lu m s  in  h is  a re a . 
W o o lw ich  h a d  f o r  lo n g  b een  k n o w n  
a s  a  b a d  s lu m  a re a ,  b u t  w h en , w i th  
th e  o u tb r e a k  o f  th e  G r e a t  W a r ,  th e  
m u n it io n s  fa c to r ie s  in  W o o lw ich  b e ­
c a m e  b u sy  a n d  w a g e s  ro se , i t  w a s  
fo u n d  t h a t  w h a t  h a d  b e e h  s lu m s  
c ea se d  to  b e  su c h  a n d  th e  p e o p le  
w h o  h a d  b e e n  liv in g  in  th e m  l e a s e d  
to  be  s lu m  - d w e lle rs . T h o se  s a m e  
peop le , w ith  e n o u g h  m o n ey  c o m in g  
in  to  m e e t  th e i r  re a so n a b le  need s , 
soon  re c o v e re d  th e i r  s e lf - re s p e c t  a n d  
th e y  b e g a n  to  t a k e  a n  in te r e s t  in  
a n d  to  b e a u t i fy  t h e i r  h o m es .

P e o p le  do n o t  liv e  in  s lu m s  b e ­
c a u s e  th e y  l ik e  i t .  T h e y  liv e  th e r e  
b e c a u se  th e y  m u s t .  N o  s lu m  c le a r ­
a n c e  sc h e m e  e v e r  r a is e d  w a g es . 
S u c h  sc h e m e s  o f te n  a c tu a l ly  re d u c e  
th e  a m o u n t  th e  r e s id e n ts  h a v e  to  
sp e n d  o n  food , b e c a u se  m o re  h a s  to  
be s p e n t  o n  t r a n s p o r t  th a n  fo rm e r ly , 
b u t  the  * 1 a lw a y s  te n d  to  r a is e  r e n ts  
e lsew h ere  a n d  to  re d u c e  w a g es .

U n d e r  o u r  p r e s e n t  eco n o m ic  
s y s te m  th e r e  is  a lw a y s  a  s h o r ta g e  
o f jo b s  a n d  c o m p e tit io n  b e tw e e n  
w o rk e rs , fo r  th e  jo b s  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l ­
ab le , s e t s  u p  a  c o n s ta n t  te n d e n c y  
to w a rd s  lo w e r in g  w a g e s . I n  su c h  
c o m p e tit io n , a  m a n  w h o  m a y  h a v e  
h a d  h is  r e n t  e x p e n d itu re  red u ced  by  
£ 1  a  m o n th , th ro u g h  a  su b - 
eco n o m ic  h o u s in g  sc h e m e , w ill n o t  
h e s i ta te  to  o ffe r  to  t a k e  a  w a g e  r e ­
d u ced  b y  £ 1  a  m o n th , if  t h a t  is  th e  
Only w a y  h e  c an  k e ep  o r  g e t  a  job .

O u r  h o u s in g  o r  s lu m  c le a ra n c e  
e n th u s ia s t s  w o u ld  h e s i ta te  to  s u g ­
g e s t  a  d i r e c t  su b s id y  fo r  w a g e s , b e ­
c a u se  i t  w ou ld  be  o b v io u s to  th e m  
t h a t  th e  im m e d ia te  r e s u l t  w o u ld  be 
a  re d u c tio n  in  w a g e s  by  th e  a m o u n t 
o f  th e  su b sid y . T h ey  o u g h t  a lso  to  
see  t h a t  th e i r  s p e c ta c u la r  sc h e m e s

a r e  m e re ly  a  su b s id is in g  o f in a d e ­
q u a te  vvages a n d  a re  ju s t  as ineffective  
a s  w ou ld  be a  d ire c t  p a y m e n t  to  
su p p le m e n t th o se  w ag es .

O f co u rse , e v e ry o n e  sh o u ld  be 
p ro p e r ly  a n d  c o m fo r ta b ly  housed . 
B u t  t h a t  c a n n o t  be  ach iev ed  b y  
s lu m  c le a ra n c e  o r  su b  - econom ic  
h o u s in g  sch em es. I t  c an  be a ch iev e d  
b y  re m o v in g  th e  c a u se  o f  p o v e rty . 
T h a t  c an  be  e a s ily  done  w h e n  w e  
w a k e  u p  su ffic ien tly  to  d e m a n d  it.

N a tu r e  h a s  p ro v id ed  e n o u g h  fo r  
ev ery o n e , b u t, b y  a  m a n -m a d e  law , 
w e  h a v e  la id  i t  d o w n  t h a t  n o  o n e  
s h a ll  u se  o r  e n jo y  w h a t  n a tu r e  h a s  
p ro v id ed  fo r  a ll, u n le s s  a n d  u n t i l  
w e  f ir s t  p a y  a  la n d o w n e r  w h a t  he  
d e m a n d s  fo r  g iv in g  u s  p e rm iss io n  to  
w o rk  o r  liv e  o r  b re a th e .  T h a t  is  
w h y  w e  h a v e  p o v e r ty  a n d  u n e m p lo y ­
m e n t  a n d  s lu m s.

F . A . W . L U C A S .
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T H E  STAR. JO H A N

COUNCILLOR APPEALS FOR 
REHOUSING “DRIVE”

PROPOSAL TO RID CITY OF ALL 

SLUMS IN FIVE YEARS

MR. D. H. EPSTEIN’S LECTURE AT 

THE UNIVERSITY

latlc. Where they provided for singl<- I \  [ n \ P C  V  I  T H TT? 
natives, they usually consisted of 1 .A I I \  L

POLICY

•'A drastic and dramaUc housing 'drive.' both economic and 
sub-economic would, with reasonable expenditure, rid Johannes- 
blrg of all its alums within five years," declared Mr D. H. Epstein, 
a member of the Johannesburg City Council, In a lecture on 
“Municipal Housing" to the Students1 Architectural Society, at 
the University of the Witwatersrand last night.

Mr. Epstein said Johannesburg should spend £3,000,000 in 
the next five years. The slogan next year should be, ‘Make 
1939 a housing year."

Slums, hovels in many cases not fit other, poverty and slums hardly 
even for firewood, should be razed squalled in any other part of the

“ ,he ,roT  T  Mrclearance ahould j o  w ith rehoualng. ^  clearance., W elfare w orker,
and it was regrettable that this had and the Mayor had led expeditions
been done only in one area. Bertrams, *nto them, medical officers had drawn
where dangorou« spots were expro- ^lt*f,V°,n. 10 them- *lurns

1 i . .  a . k - K„ persisted with the tenacity of dlseaac.prlatwJ. lo be replaced by th e  excel- „  , u  u  hop<.d ;h>, ^  r e p tw h
! »«nt new housing scheme, the Maurice „f slum* in Johannesburg would not
1 Freeman Township. be justified much longer. " Make 1&3M

There should be no colour bar In f  housing year •• should b* the slogan

t h .  t h ,  p o o r ‘ . ' S a r . t a l (  apenil
peans must be catered for. but * ,000.000 in the next five y e a r s t o
natives, coloured people and the rid the city of its slum« and rehouse
Asiatics should not be neglected. people." concluded Mr. Epstein 

\"  We should aim at the possibility
NATIVE ilOC SO fO  of every family being brought up as

A P*n t a ,  O rlando T o w n ^ p . M r | ^ ^ “ s u S l y ^ r ^ n , 0^
™  ‘ p n ' “  “  n ,uc’’ on ,lum  claarance andbe found in the provision or native nouslnir as on street iirhiinr if

housing. Erected because of legal lhu  Wcre done w th ,„ a yp(lr 0f tu.Q
compulsion, native locations, not we ghould g f toward* aboiiahir.r
worthy of the name " township,” were B|„ m - B ^  w w iw ung
-du ll, drab and dreary in them- .. Wa . -houider th .
•elves." constituting. If not s  slum Ability because as human b e in s s ^ e

was said about th em -th ey  provided nTfa^U
a roof and .  place .0  pm  a * d  t *  or ” ™ ,r ^ 7 T d

Monotony was their keynote and surrounding*" ‘ I
lack of amenities, even o f U * > [_  ^  1
simplest, their deadening character-

“ "lerc they prov.........................
they usually

barracks.
Plmvllle would long ago have been 

eondemne<l as a major alum had any 
one else but the municipality been 
■ts owner. Councillors who gave way 
to righteous anger about slum land ' c - w L A M  L t  r  A R M E R S  
lord* should remember flrst that they _ .
were, by analogy, directors of a com- W AJN I R E V I E W
pany poasesslng land on which they 

i had allowed s  “ hideous «>um ** to
| exist. f  som ou s consttPONOCNT

HIGH BENTS NEWCASTLE. Thursday — That

A fu rth e r m d lc .m .n , of ruU ve T *  * »  “  °< « “ >
housing, said Mr. Epatetn. was that p'rt* *eKre» * ^ o  of the native appear*
the rents were not only high com- from the reception given by the New-
pared with wages, but they were also casUc Farmers' Awoclst.on uj a pro-
■•monatroualy unjuat ■ In ao fa r a .  bj ,  , srm „  ^  m o n u n ,

!  / “ r  ,■*”  £ ' J ***  •  WOUt rceenn i be coneenrf •*
erected from loana bearln« economic c-w M er m e rh.>:« wTtlte nucatlan and
ra te ,  of tn terra t. In to m r  c a w  from , ;1„  r 3 t c l  ^  . r o . m , “caoipKiuon
!> to  •  p rr cent w here... In European >: l0,  n * : ;u  , 1U, [Lc a -------------------------
.uneconom ic  tioiulttg tne lm e rr «  ,, ,i ,p t tM t» d  0? th e  m o w . U r
was only I per cent. c  K. Aveinu. s  prvmineni farm er ol

W ith th a  sancuon of an  expend!- a *  dlstrtc:. O u t a h a ;  he had In mmd 1
tu re  of Cl. 122.340 by th e  Housing *u  not in any sense s pol.tlcal mee:-
Board. Johannesburg will have in- iag buJ A pub:ic conference, and tha;
vwrted 13.1M.WT on th e  houalng of no politics oe allowed to en ter into the f
M.773 natives. From  th is  y ea r no d jcussion
loss would be sustained by the native T ie  suggestion for a public mee Una
revenue account, which meant, said «a» **reed lo unan^nous^. T h j  mee*
Mr Epstetn, that th* natives were n* is to oe he!d under the suspires o!
paying for municipal land and ihc sssocUtion about the end ol Janu- 1
property which In SO years would ary. 
have been entirety paid for. and also
for the entire cost of the department. RELEASED AREAS
«1Hch Included an  tn .p e c to r .te  fo r n ,  pu lthM ,  of ,
th e h e n e n t o f ^ j r o p e a r j  O o ^ m m em  in n le u e d  a.-ra. u  a "

The 'o n e  b r lfh t  . p o f  u-a, OrUndo. exerctBH* the m m d. of l o c a J f .T r r i i
with the vast schem es for future particularly in the Buffalo Fla;* a-htrh
recreation  In the d m r tn .  and the r t  J S S ' l T S
City Council was constructing Coro- Newcastle district
nation  Townahlp aa a  a p e a . l  h o u u n s Mt Bo„  ^  . j , , ,  ,M  „

| K hem e fo r coloured people. There F ;. : i  a re . had lu ffe n d  under , n  “
ivould be provision there fo r economic ^  “
and auiM conom lc h o tu c . num benns m i  L and. Act The firm er in the

, about SSO. and land had  beer, .e l  „ „  » „  ur.aol. ;o K ll b u  t l r ^  “ !
; ^  O '!""* ”  *a An experim ent .1,0 ^ r a ,d  to m ate  any Im prove
I for coloured hm aln* . u  h c did not t o o .  a  here he

T here had been much talh  about » i  The> could not ;et UUa m a-te '
; the houae. of A lU tlca. but Uttle elae. J0 on for another »  y e a n  In auch a
Mr. Epstein continued. The acherr.e j ol uncertalntj
for the converalon to  freehold of A dclcsate fro m 'th e  BufTai> Flala
p roperty  In the M alay Location and Farm ers' A aoclaaon  adtocated th a t a

wo“ !l) trnprov'  d1* ' )°m ! m eettn i be held, and tha t dele
tr lc t. but would also m ake the ja te s  be appoa-.ed to t o  to Tretorj.

n l» m  11-nrM  a .  r.n na tr _ .1.. . _ .

I

-----  — ■—  —  ^ tu  k q  to  t  r e .o r j*
housing problem worse ss  no new to InLerrtev the com rr^ anrr th. 
provision for large - scale A siatic lubjeci. This 
housing waSlcomeniplated. , mous’̂ .

RESHbENTLVL CLCBS

was agreed to unam

•• Vial ting Johannesburg's vice 
dens.' said Mr. Epstein, speaking of 
the necessity for g irls’ residential 
clubs, "w e found conditions so 
nauseating, revolting and sub-human, 

.fuul the air so foul, that even to-day 
the odour of them is still in my 
nostrils. These vice dcn8 do not in­
dicate police prosecution or moral In­
dignation, but the necessity for pro­
viding rcsidentisl clubs for girla, 
where the rental will be on a sliding 
scale in accordance with the wages 
of the tenant, say. from 7/« to Cl 
a week, which must Include board, 
lodging and laundry.

L. “ The City Council realise# this and 
will shortly build, to begin with, two 
or three hostels at Cottesloe. Lang- 
Uuigtc and Bertrams to house 300 
girls."

POVERTY AMID PLENTY

Mr. Epstein referred to the paradox 
of poverty amid plenty in Johannes­
burg. One side of the picture showeduuig. me Buuweu Mr. r  a ter son ■ sue
a  rateable value of £87,499,734; the yet been Appointed.

NEW MISSION IN 
RHODESIA

POTCHEFSTROOM MAN 
ACCEPTS POST

rROM OUR CORKCSSONOENT
POTCHEFSTROOM. Thursday.—Tht 

Rev. Edward O. Paterson, who has bee: 
In charge of Anglican native mission. 
In the Western Transvaal with head 
quarters st St. Michael's Church. Pot 
chelstroom, has accepted an offer to t 
to Southern Rhodesia near Buiawayo 
take charge of a new mission statl' 
being opened there.

It is understood that a Rhodes 
who recently died left a farm to 
church for this purpose, with at 
bequests totalling about £40.000. 
Bishop of Southern Rhodesia, thro 
the Bishop c-f Johannesburg, made 
offer to Mr. Paterson, which he 
now accepted.

Mr. Paterson's successor here has



Collection Number: AD843  

XUMA, A.B., Papers  

PUBLISHER: 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 

African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 

otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 

owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 

contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 

copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records 

sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. 

While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information 

contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical 

Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. 

Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes 

any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or 

any related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, held 

at the Historical Papers Research Archive at the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 


