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THE RIOT POLICE AND THE SUPPRESSICN OF TRTTH
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TO: MEMEERS OF PARLIAMENT

Dear Sir,

A copy of & report on the "R8le of the Riot Police in the Burnings and
, Killings in Nysanga, Christmas 1976" was sent to you in January this year
by the Ministers' Fruternal of Langa, Cuguletu, and Nyanga. The subse-
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| quent banning of this report might lead some to the misguided conclusion

that ita contents give a basically untrue picture of the events in
estion. I believe it to be my duty tc write to you to testify to the

th of what was writtern.

its contents &and thaet any possible inuccuraciss discovered
of minor significancs, and rather serve to highlight the basic

v "of the totisl contenta.

Ih 2 poipt of personally interviewing sand re-checking the

acco L VEry many eye-witnesses. I have done so with cz2re and

thoro 5. I have not only aspoken %o & large number of the Residonts,

I bave 8lso made a point of visiting Migrant Workers in the Nyanga
Hostels. iy investigations confirm the contents of the Report.

Wany preparod to testify.

I am far from being alone in trying fto discover and record the truth
a2bout these matters. Apart from fellow members of the Ministera!'
Fraternsal, I have since learnt that & group of Nyanga residents have
conducted thaeir own investigation. In Janusry they sent 2 memorandum
to the Secretsry of the Cillie Commission. Their account further
confirms the fucts as presevnted in the Miniasters' Fraternal Report.
Moreover they avd several residenta are prepared to give verbal evidencs
in court. They asked the Commission to return to Cape Town, but a
reply received 2ix weeks luater mide it clear that the Commission did not

plan to return.

Police and Security Police investigute — WVhat are they doing
*ith their evidence?

Iu the mezntime the C.I.D. (Col. Kotze) arnd Security Police (Mzjor van
Niekerk) huve been making their own investigationsa. I bappren to know
that the PFolice have statements and affidavite from meveral witneases.

In spite of this, an attempt is being made to force me to divulge the

oomesa of three particular people. On 17tk February I wus sentenced to
3 months imprisonment for refusing to do so. {The matter is on appeszl).
Whut exactly do the Police expect to do with the numes they are demanding

from me? Under the circumatances, it is surely ressonuble to ask whuat
the Police are doing with nll the svidence they ulready have from several
wWitnesasen.

I feel bound to say that I find it veory difficult to believe that
oither the State or the Police are seriousmly anxious to bring to justice
Hiot Police who uot provocatively asnd brutally as a law unto themselves.
Am I wrong in assuming that, in roefusing to issue the Riot Police with
numbers on their uniforms, the State is purposely making it extremely
difficult to identify those who "sct in bad faith"? It is posat
unlikely that any specific Riot Police could be identified; +thus it
wWould seom that the course open to the Police would be to inastitute
civil proceedingna cguinst theirown Miniater of Police. Can ope rozally
believe that this is n serious pomsibdility?

Implications of Tndemnity Act.

Furtheérmore, the new Indemnity Act is going to muke it very difficult
indeed to bring 4 succesatful action aguinst the Police. Far from
facilituting the proceas whereby the Police can bring their brother
Police to court for brutul actions, it Sceoma manifest that the State
is purposely making it incresasingly difficult tc do so.
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Harasament and Suppression of the Truth.

Since we sent that Heport to lUembers of Parliament asd others, and
since the Police =tarted investigating, it appears to many of us in

the Fraternal that it is we clergy who are being investigated, and

not the activitiea of the Rioct Police. Some of us bave been subpoenned
-~ three times; some have been warned that they may be charged for pro-
ducing undesirable literature; =nut least two have been threstened with
the possibility of being forced to give evidence for the Stute; otheras
have had their homes raided. I have been warned by the Security Police
of = pomsible charge for posséssing copiea of the original Report. I<
is clear to those involved that the Report was banned as undesirable
literature beqQuuse it brought arpulliing truths to light. ¥ -

RIOT POLICE TO BLAME FOR CHRISTUAS WEBKEND UPHEAVAIS .

——— —

During December there was reaistance in some hostel areas to the anti-
shebesn campaign. The tenzions between certain "hostel dwellers"”

and "residenta" erupted into clashes. Those tensions were subsequen-—
tly exploited; nostel dwellsrs were deceived into believing that

they would be prevented from going to work and might thereby lose
desperitely needed joba. False reporta were sprezd of imminent
attacks from the "residential arsa'.

It was 2gainat this background of tension and rumour that the Christ-
ma8 weekend upheavals took placo.

It is my conviction, however (and T believe that I share this with
bundreds of those involved) that the Riot Police could without great
dirfficulty have prevented the Christmas weekend uphtavalao.

I believe furthermore (und the accounts overwhelmingly indicate)
that o section of the Riot FPolice actually instigated the violent
clashes and took mides with & group of hostel dwellers.

Further gzaawitnena nccounts.

The following are a further series of eye-witneas accounta, which I
recorded myself in personsl interviews; T questioned the people myaelf
and I believe thut they are amincere and true accountss -

1. RIOT POLICEJAN THREATENS GROUP OF RESIDENTS WITH ATTACK.

MR. M.T. informed me how he had personnlly hesrd a Riot Police-
man sbusing a group of Nysngs residents on Sunday, 26th December.
The Riot Policoman said: "Julls ism onbeskorl s julle 1= 'EBlack
Power'," ("You are rude; you ars 'Black Power'"z and then,
pointing to Hoatel dwellers wearing white "doeks" haud-clotha;.
the Riot Policeman added: "Dasrdiec mense sal julle (reaidents
slaani”™ ("Those pecople will beat you — renidents.")

‘Note: A peculinr naspect of the Christmas upheavals
Wwas the wearing of distinctive white head-—
clothe (doeks) by . section of the hostel
dwellers (migrant workers) whom Reaidents
believe were instigated by the Riot Police.

2. NEARLY KILIED AS RIOT POLICE WATCH.

MRS. P.Z. "On Sunday morning, 246th December, seeing that so
wany other houses had already been set nlight, I went to help
roemove furniture from house no. M... to suve things from being
burnt. In the early afternoon we saw Hoantel dwellera with
white doeks ind also the Riot Polics. I"'maw Riot Police
beckoning to (khwebxz) the men. Wo bolted our door. The men
With wWhite doeks then =“ttacked the houne and set it on fire.
The Hiot Police were stunding, watching, when the house was
uttacked. ¥'e soon ran out to avoid the flumes and were sot
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MBRS. P.2. (cantd.)

"I was beaten almost to death. There wWere shouts of
'*Kwanelel' ('Enouzh') and the men left. I ataggered to the
corner of 5th Avenue and Zwelitshe Drive, where I saw =2
rolice van. I uppealed for help, but instead s policeman
. said 'Jy woet ona nie rooi mmak nie met jou bloedi' ('You
.  wmuet . not make us red with your bloodi'). I was reslly red all
over with blood. I then managed to find some strength and
climbed 4into the van myself, and collapsed. They did take me

‘hospital.
inother man, who was in the house with us at the time, is still

hoapital. And & youth died of the wounda.

d thought the White man, who is above us (ophezu kwethu)
uthority would help us, I expected him to stop the

ck, but he watched on and let it happen.”

bl

. IEPFT TO BE NEARLY KILLED.

N.F. "On the 26th December, some time after midday, we were
told by the Hiot Police to stay in our homes. Soon afterwards
our house was attacked by men wearing white doeks (heud-cloths).
The house wus set alight with a petrol bomb, cnd I tried to
eéscupe by the back door. I was caught and attacked. I
managed somebow to get away and came into 6tk Avenue, where
apnother group saw me, snd I waa attacked aguin. While on the
ground, I suw a4 big Police lorry approaching ond thought that
I would now be saved. Ingtead, when the lorry drew alongaide,
the Policeman shouted 'Maak hom dood' ('Kill him') and drovs on.
Soon after that my attuckers must have thought I wns dead — I
had been hacked all usbout the head - and they left. After a
time I managed to make my way to the 0ffice, where officials
called for the ambulance."

ARM BROKEN.

MS F. "I was in my house, No. M ... Zwelitshn in Nyunga, on
the afternoon of 26th December, when it was attacked. Two
hostel dwellers with white doeks beat me up and my arm was
broken. At the time of the attack I aaw two Riot Policemen
armed wWith gunsa. They did nothing to atop those attacking
m‘”

RIOT POLICE SEOOT, OPENING WAY ¥OR ATTACK.

MR. & MRS. V.N. "Our house was attacked on Sun sy theé 26th.
We saw the hostel dwellers with white doeks together with the
Riot Police. The Riot Police shot at the residents, opening
the way for the attack. The Riot Police mude no attempt to
stop thosae who were throwing petrol bombsa.

My wife was beaten up and had to have 6 smtitches abtove her

ey o. Our house wus burnt — we lost everything - our

furniture - everything. A child in & neiarby house was killed.
A Ur. Boths (4 Black resident) was shot deud, when getting out
of bis car, after coming back from church. We are all shocked.
There had boen no fighting that we knew of before the Riot
Police shot the way through."”

/Further ...
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Furtber Incidents after Christmas Weekend Upheavzla.

6. AFRAID OF REING SHEOT BY RIOT POLICE.

m. J.w.

"On the evening of the 5th Janusry, I was standing outside the
shop, when two Riot Police came over to me. They both had
beer cans and were slightly drunk. I had a2 book in my hand,
and the one asked: 'Is jy geleerd?' ('Are you educated?').
He snatched the book from me, and T protested. He pushed me
back and said: 'Ex kom van die Tramnsvaal af - Jy is 'o kaffir;
ek is wity ek is jou baas.! (*I come from the Transvaal -
you are = kaffiry T am white; T am your master.')

"He tried to hit me and said: 'Kom, kom, baklei.! ( ‘Come on,
fight.') I refused. He then threatened to shoot me, but I
managed to run Away. I did not sleep at my place that night,
a8 I foared they might come back and shoot me."

7« BOY BEATEN UP EY RIOT POLICE AND BI“TEH BY POLICE DOG.

"One morning in Februsry T was picked up by three Riot Policemen
in 2 Langna Street, and tnken to the bushy arez not far from the
Catholic Church.

"I was then beaten with & baton several times by each of the
three Riot Police. After this I was pushed away and allowed
to Bo. A Police dog woa then set on me and bit me in the hand
apd leg. I was terrified and screaming. They esventually took
the dog off me.

"I was not taken to get treatment for my wounda, but inatead waa
kept in the cells of langs Police station for the night. My
leg was bleeding through the night. Some fellow prisconera
helped me to bandage it with rags.

"1 was brought before the Langa Court the next morning and
charged with o 'pass offence', but was acquitted when 1 produced
my psas to show that I was notually born in Cape Town. (I an
18 years old.)

"After being allowed to go, I went to the Clianie, whora =+ doctor
treated my wounds."

Fesr of Police.

I think it is important to point out once again the fear the people
hive for the polics.
¥rs, R.L. haa informed me thut she knows two people who witnessed
how Riot Police pulled her husband from his house in Zwelitsha,
Nyasnga and then allowed other men, weuring white doeks, to kill
hml
More thun onceé she has tried to urrunge for me to meset these witnesses,
but sg far in wvain, She says they are ofraid.

The eye-witness accounts contained in this memorandum should provide ample
rrima fucie evidence aa to why people fear and mistrust the Riot Polices,
and as to why they believe they know f'rom oxperience the way Riot Police
have acted and continue to s8ct aa a law unto themselves.

People believe that the introduction of the Indemnity Act will only
encourage this ominous tendency.

¥oreover, the number of deaths in detention provides, for Blacks and
others, further territle confirmation of their distruat of the South
African Police structures.

Mrs. A.H. of Nyangs informed me that she had hesrd of more than
one person who had fallen to their desath from the window, while
in police custody. She said people weoere very afraid of being
detained, becxuse they believe the police might mishandle theam
and even kill tham.

/RIOT POLICE
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BIOT POLICE GUILTY OF HARMING RACE HELATIONS AND #WELPARE OF SOUTE AFRICA.

lembers of the Mipnisters' Fraternsl nre being accused of producing documeutbs
harmful to race relations and the welfore of the State. This ies n pockory
of justice ond truth. It is the activities of o smection of the Riot Police
that have hod such o disastrous effect on ruce relutionns, and it 1o sheir
ctivities which are so harmful to the long-term welfaora of our country.

% is their activities which are shattering confidence in structurcs of

Tty would net to halt them. Instasd it appears that we dro baing
the very evila we arse sg am¥Xiousn ta eradicite.

Qh te intimidated into silencc by false accusatiorns and sbsurd

STATE_CONFRONTING THE CHURCH.

Trying to force the brecking of confidences.

In compnny with other groups apd individusla, the Roman Catholic Bishops!
Conference bas spoken out boldly about what appear to be "reliable reposis
of polioce brutality". They too have felt bound to maintnin ths confidern—
tislity of theilr sources, in spite of being preasured by Genersl Frinsloo,
Who warned them of o "remedy in luw"!

The way of wisdom mnd justice llew in either amending the law to nrotect
ccnfidontiality between priest and puriashioner (as presently existe
between luwyer und client) or to maintuin the prosent tucit understunding
thut in mutters of conscience of this kind, the Stute should refrain fron
bringing the issue to a heuad.

In using certain logsl machkirpery in an attompt to force me to give namen
of eyo-witnesses, which my conmoience and cilling =3 a pricat forbides =c
Yo ravezl for the very reason thit they spoke $o me in strictest confideuca
the authorities have choaen a confrontation r8le. Tt his thersfore tecome
necessary to put our position Tirmly 2ad clsarly. ve Chriatiars ind
priests of God'as Church feel we are in duty bound %o muintain co:rfidencesn
Tha Church will continue to be 4 channsl of Chriet's compusaior for 211
Who are opprossed. We would be guilty bsfore Jod 2nd our neighbtour if

Wu simply "pusaed by on the other nide" to escape the riusks iaveived in
doing all we can to bring hesling.

WHY T ISSUE THIS HEMORANDUM.

[ belleve I am serving the public interest by bringing theae truths iuto
the open.

I 2m rot expecting particular Riot Policemen tc be brought to book. z
sppreciate that others might conaidor it worthwhile, but I am not peraonsily
pleading for any Judiecial inguiry. The foct thot the Riot Police ars pur-
posely given no numbers on their uniforms, and that the Indemnity Act ls soon
likely to become law, does not lead me to believe that officinl inguiries
will achieve much. This memorandum is being published as a matter of urgent
public concern, in the hope that it mny net as a deterront.

"hile T do not wont to suggeast that nll Riot Policemen act brutally, sSho
activitiea of some have created o gulf of mistrust and feur and anger.

After the Christmus weskend upheavals, certain Biot Police were ntill revparted
o be acting provocatively and brutally. Thle ia 4 Turther reison why T felt
it o be my duty to isasue this memorandum — 1 feor thiet the Riot Police couls
provoke further viclence and thut it would bBe Srresronsible of ma not 4o
inform you of the asituation.

I wrise 0 o South Africnn, like rmont of you, born in thism countr. I wyite
OuT of 1 concern for the wolfure of nll our people, balieving that "ol ssen
#ll thot is haproning, ond calls us to ropent with deeda, wo that Hiz 7o o
iy come to our land.

=

Yours sircerely in the Scrvice of Christ,

v e S=E04
——Hev. . Husseoll
i3, 1997

27, St. James Streat, 114h
{ QCIBTOCK Capu Town. e
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