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PART I : I N T R O D U C T I O N

At the end of 1983 End C o n s c r i p t i o n  Co mm i t t e e s  were  formed in Cape 
Town, J o h a n n e s b u r g  and Durban. This fo llowed  a re so l u t i o n  passed 
by the Black Sash at its annual eonfe r e n e e  ea rlier in 1983 callin g 
for an end to com pulso ry  c o n s c r i p t i o n  into the S A D F . .

r»e End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  was seen as an a p p r o p r i a t e  response 
to the role of the SADF, the compu l s o r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  of young white 
men, and the inadequate  a l t e r na tives to c o n s c r i p t i o n  w h i c h  the 1983 
Defence Amendm ent  Act had introduced.

The campaign is pre mised on the f unda me ntal be li ef that individuals
should have the fr eed om to choose w h e t h e r  or not to p articip at e in the 
b AD F •

Since its forma tion the End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  has grown ra pid ly , „ d 
committees have no w been e st ablish ed  in the Ea st e r n  Cape and 
Pi etermar itzburg. m  Jone thls year the nationa l
was attended by «00 delegates and over 3000 par tici pants .

The ECC is not an o r g a n i s a t i o n  but an u m b r e l l a  body com pr is ing a nu mber 
different o r g an is ation s.  It is not a f f i l i a t e d  to any other 

org ani sa tion and is not alligned  with any p o l i t i c a l  gr oup ing



Nationally, 42 o r g a nisa ti ons are r e p r e a e n t e d  on the 5 End C o n s c r i p t i o n  
Committees. These include a range of church, w o m e n ’s student, 
political and human rights groupings. (See A p p e n d i x  for list'of 

•member organ isations) .

In addition, many other org an isation s and a number  of pro minen t 
ind ividuals have endors ed the ECC d e c l a ra ti on. E n d o r s i n g  o r g a ni sa tions 
include the So ut he rn  Af ric an C a t h o l i c  Bishops C on ferenc e,  the A n g l i c a n  
Bishops, the Cape and G r a h a m s t o u n  M e t h o d i s t  Synods, the Un ite d 
C o n g re ga tional  Church of So uth er n Africa, the South A f r i c a n  Council of 
Churches and the United Democ ra tic Front. I n d i v i d u a l  endors ers 
include Sir Richard i u y t , Ar ch b i s h o p  Denis Hurley, Dr Beyers Naude 
and Mrs Sheena Duncan. (See A p p e n d i x  for a copy of the d e c l a r a t i o n  ' 
and a list of its endorsers)

Oppos iti on to co mp u l s o r y  co n s c r i p t i o n  has also been e x pr es sed by the 
Progre ssi ve Federal Party, w hich is involved in the End Con s c r i p t i o n  
Campaign throug h its youth wing, the Y ou ng Pr ogres si ves.

Althoug h the or gan is ations r e p r e s e n t e d  on, and a s soc ia ted with ECC
have varying policies on a wide range of issues, they are united in 
their opp os it ion to conscription.

PART II ; STAT EMENT OF COMMON  BE LIEF :

—  A S 0 N S---FOR THE CALL TO END C O N S C R I P T I O N

A ‘- ~ H T  ° F I N D I V I D U AL C O NSCIEN CE - THE I N T E R N A T I O N A L  CONTFYT

The End C o n s c ripti on  Ca mp ai gn is based on the fun da me ntal belief 
that individuals should be free to choose w h e t h e r  to p a r t i c i p a t e  
in the SADF or not.

This belief is solidly based in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pri nci pl es v hi ch  
recognise the right of freedom of consci ence.



Article  18 of the U n iv ersal D e c l a r a t i o n  of H uman Rights dec :
Everyo ne has the right to fr eedom of thought, c o nsc ie nce a;, 

religion; this right includes fr ee dom to ... mani fe st his 
(or her) re lig ion or belief in teaching, practice, wors h i p  c>; 
observance. "
Other intern ational conven ti ons assert a similar position, (l)

Fr eed om of Cons c i e n c e  involves the right to decide and act on the 
ethical c o nvi ct ion that a p a r t i c u l a r  action wo uld be m o r a l l y  - • r —  
wrong. This c o nv iction  ma y be of secular or religious 
inspiration, and be su pported by a v a r i e t y  of sources, religious 
or otherwise.

There are two m ajor catego ries of convic ti ons in respect o f ' "r 
cons cie ntious objection. The first is a s so ci ated with the view 
that it is wr ong under all c i r c u m s t a n c e s  to kill (the pacifist ' 
o p t i o n ) . The second takes the v i e w  that the use of force is 
justified in some ci rcumst an ces but not in others, and that >" 
therefore -it is ne c e s s a r y  to object in those ocher rases (partial 
or selective objection).

Wh at ev er the category of conviction, or the reas on ing by which 
such a co nv i c t i o n  is reached, the important  factor is the strengt h 
of personal co nv i c t i o n  that to serve in the m i l i t a r y  would be 
w r o n g .

This notion  of freedom  of c onsc ie nce w i t h  regard to m i l i t a r y  
service is extended by the N u r e m b e r g  Princi ple s, w hi ch emerged 
from the trials of Nazi war criminals in Nuremburg, Germany. 
A cc o r d i n g  to these principles, a person  under m i l i t a r y  aut hority 
who is order ed to commit "crimes against humanity", "crimes against 
peace", or "war crimes" would be p u n i s h a b l e  under inter natio nal 
law and w ou ld  thus have a right and a duty to refuse such orders. 
Thus the right of ind ividual c o nscie nc e wi th regard to p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
in the m i l i t a r y  is extende d to the s i t uatio n wh ere the soldier 
is actually engaged in his m i l i t a r y  service.
ECC believ es that if the go vernment were  to uphold this 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  accept ed right of indivi du al conscience, all who 
face m i l i t a r y  service wo uld  be free to choose whet h e r  they 
pa rti ci pate in the SADF or not.



-------------— --------- -----~
The qu estion of the individual' s right to choose has p a r t i c u I a r  
pertinence in the South Afr i c a n  situation. S p a c i f i c a l l y , it is 

a nature of the system  „f apartheid  and the role „f the SADF

a L ^ d - ' - d " 8 :h i : . 8ySt e” t h “  h “  “ US6d S° o r g a n i s a t i o n sand indiv iduals (including a large nu mb er of conscripts)  to
support the call for an end to conscr iption .

'' r ° le ° f the SADF i - ’M e  South >fri.,

ira;i::::irio-: c°°nected uuh ecc o p p o s i t i o n
and Chri f  ’ ' ° r . e>ta" P 1 * • o£ the 't,urch d e n o minatio ns

s lan groupings conne cted wit h  ECC have asserted this
pp osition by d e cl ar ing a p a rtheid  a " h e r e s y  and sinful 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  of the Gospel". (2)

of s th n * -  the deniai ° £ basic human ri8i,ts “ the -South Afri ca ns and the unequal d i s t r i b u t i o n  of laud and . 
are the root causes of the viol en ce in our society. The “  
- y  in w h i c h  to end the escalat in g cycle of v i o l e n c e  is t 
these root causes. The use of secu ri ty forces to contai- 

are r e sistin g injustice and ine qua li ty is no solutio- • 
only con tributes to the on-going  spiral of violence.

Furthermore, the SADF is not regarde d as a neutral .
independent of government, but rather as an institute 
primary functi on is to defend apartheid:

ity
h

i) the SADF plays an important role in f o r m u l a t i n g  , ........
Policy, espec i a l l y  through its p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on t! , . 
Security Council. (3 )

Explicit SADF support for g o ve rnment  policy has be,- i
- a t e d  by Defence M i n is ter General Magnus  Malan:

responsible f or ̂ e a c e ^ l  p o l fCy and is
Policy is the same a s ’that laid°d ^  C O U n t r y- This
namely mul t i-nat iona 1 ism and V e r v o e r d ,
nations."  (4) s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of



ii)...the SADF main ta ins apartheid more dir ec tly when it assists 
in the arr esting of black people for pass law offences (5), 

' .. or in the forced removal of black communitie s. (6)

iii) Even more si gni fic ant is its involveme nt  in c o ntai ni ng civil 
unrest. It now appears to be po l i c y  that the SAP and SADF 
are jointly involved in s i tuatio ns  of internal unrest.
The army has been deployed  in at least 23 townships over the 
past year. (7) In the period since the U i tenh ag e shootings, 
the SADF-h/as be en d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the death of at 
least five townships res idents. (8)

Ha vin g spoken to many township resid ents and independent 
observers, the ECC believes that the de plo yme nt of troops 
in the townships has not had the intended effect of 
containing unrest. Instead, the effect has been to intens ify 
resistance and deepen the conflict.

The ECC wo ul d therefore  agree wi t h  the analysis of Dr Simon
Baynham, poli ti cal scientist  at the U niver si ty of Cape Town:
"Where highl y trained and p o w e r f u l l y  armed soldiers - who 
are eq uipped for a combat role and thus may take on the 
ppearance of an army of o c c u p a t i o n  - are called in to support 

the -civil power,- it is going to es cal ate the level of
k i l l i n g *  M -‘-l l t ;iry w e a p o n r y  and tr ain ing  are designed for 
1 8 ° n 3 b a t t l e - f i e l d  not for subduing  crowds. Using

de:^r«::u.‘°(9rk a nuc ls uniikeiy to *chie- th*
The SADF is d i r ec tl y involved in the defenc e and m a i n t e n a n c e  of
apartheid. In this context its enemy is not a foreign,
external agg ressor  but black South Africa ns. The ECC therefore
believes that the cause served by the SADF is f u n d ament al ly 
unj us t .

This perc ep tion is shared by l i terally  thousands of yo ung vhite 
men. It was e x pr essed in the dra„ati e increase in the num be r of 
conscripts vho failed to report for m i l i t a r y  service this year - 
from 1,596 in 1984 to 7,589 in Ja nu a r y  1985 alone. (10)



Although there are presumably a number of reasons for this
increase, the ECC is convinced, from di scus s i o n s  with conscripts 
and their families, that a significant reason  is the ex tensive 
use of the SADF in the townships. For ma ny conscr ipts it is 
clear that the solutions to the problems  of our country are 
political, not military, and that the path to peace lies not in 
co pf ro ntatio n and the dec la r a t i o n  of a State of Emergency, but in 
genuine n egoti at ion on the basis of e q u a l i t y  be tween all South 
Africans.

The ECC co nseque nt ly believes that it is c o m p l e t e l y  unj ustif ia ble, 
both mo ral ly and in terms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  prin ci ples of fr ee dom  
of conscience, to force young men to be part of the SADF and to 
commit acts which viola te their consci ence.

2. Ps ycholo gi cal effects of Na tio nal  Service and M i l i t a r i s a t i o n

The ECC believes that m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  and c o mpu ls ory c o n s c riptio n 
have raised the level of vi olenc e in so cie ty as a whole. In 
1981 a number of behavio ral p s y c h o l o g i s t s  showed how "violence, 
dru nkenness and sexual f rustrat io n in re t u r n i n g  national 
s er vicemen  are inevitable conseq uence s of a border war w h i c h  is 
growing in intensity." (11) A clinic al p s y c h ol og ist at 
Po tch e f s t r o o m  Un iv e r s i t y  pointed out in a court case that soldiers 
"who cannot handle stress are po ten tial m u r d e r e r s . "  (12)

In the course of ECC's w o r k  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of ex-nation al  
ser vi ceme n have described the p s y c h o l o g i c a l  pr essure they were 
subjected to in the SADF and their d i f f i c u l t y  in coping wit h  life 
in civilian  society subsequently.

3. Role of SADF outside South Africa

In 1971 the Intern ational Court of Ju stice de clare d South Africa' s 
o c c u p a t i o n  of Na mibia illegal. Yet 14 years later the SADF 
mai nt ai ns its presence in that country, against the will of its 
people .



Three endorsers of the ECC D e c l a r a t i o n  have clearly stated 
positions on South Africa's o c c u p a t i o n  of Nami bia - the Souther,. 
African Cathol ic Bishops' Conferenc e, the A n g l i c a n  bis hops and 
the South Afri c a n  Council of ch ur ch es have all called  for the 
withdrawal of South Af rican troops, the speedy i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
of United Nations Reso lutio n 435. and the holding of free and
f air electi ons so that the npnnio m •v •ne people of N a m i b i a  can de termine their
owii future .

the course of its workt he ECC has given ha cking  to these demands 
and has asserted that the co nti nued p r e s e n c e  of South Af ri ca n 
troops is the ma jor obstac le to pe ace in Namibia.

In other So uthern  Af ri c a n  countries the SADF has played an 
aggressive role. It has been inv ol ved in cross border raids 
full-scale invasions, acts of sabotage and supporting rebel ’*
movements wh ose aim is to o v e r t h r o w  e s t a b l i s h e d  governments.

- ■ ’ ■ s. . • • v ■ - . i .

The South Africa n g o v e r n m e n t •s frequent but dishonest denial if
its involvement in these activities is equa lly di st u r b i n g  (for *
examp 1e , the recent SADF o p e r a t i o n  in Cab i n d a  and South Af ri ca n  
support for the MNR in Mozambi que.)

The ECC believes that these activ i t i e s  have in all cases been
unjustified  vio la ti ons of the s o v e r e i g n t y  of ind ependent States.
This belief is not limited to fringe or radical groupings, but
IS widesprea d in South Af rica and sh ar ed  by the vast m a j o r i t y  of 
governments internationally.

In this context the ECC has backed the statement made by one of 
its endorsers, the South Af ri c a n  Coun c i l  of Churches, in response 
to the recent SADF raid into B o t s w a n a  :

A ' ° ^ « ^ r ” ^ “ h “ ^ “ * j i n 8th«a° e x t r a m e ! i° n? L t 8‘ t % SL ‘^ '  a ° “ th
p t - t " o - f r : r i g i r - s " r - d “ i L h i - -  £  y  -  «
de st a b i l i s i n g  to the entire . u b - c . n « n « t “  0 3 ?
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4. Con cl us ion

All^ these examples of the role played  by the SADF rei nf orce the 
ECC's call for an end to co nscr ip tion. The civil nature of 
the conflict within  South Africa, the p s y c h o l o g i c a l  effects of 
conscr ip tion and the S A D F ’s aggr essive o p e r a t i o n s  ou tside South 
Africa have put many conscri pts in an i n d i v i d i o u s  position.

Within South Africa they are forced to c o - o p e r a t e  wi th apartheid 
against their will. This al ien ate s them from pe ople they ma y 
wish to be close to. Ou tsi de South A f r i c a  they have no choice 
but to assist in the illegal o c c u p a t i o n  of Na mibia. They may 
be compelled to p ar ticipa te  in acts of a g g r e s s i o n  against 
neighbo ur ing states.

In this situation the ECC is saying quite simply: give conscripts  
the choice. South Africa mana g e d  to fight two world wars 
without conscription. One must sure ly  a c k n o wledge,  without  
n e c e s s a r i l y X a g r e e i n g  with their reasons, that some conscripts 
have a legitimate basis for not w a n t i n g  to serve in the SADF?
It wo uld  be consistent wit h  the in te r n a t i o n a l  prin c i p l e s  o u t lin ed  
earlier to recognise this right of indi vi dual conscience.

The ECC De c l a r a t i o n  begins and ends w ith the call for a "just 
peace in our land". The ECC is c o m mi tt ed to w o r k i n g  for genuine 
peace and justice in South A f r i c a  and has ad opted n o n - v i o l e n t  
methods towards this end.

Although peace can only be achieved if the root cause 6f the 
conflict - the system of aparth eid - is removed, ending c o n s c r i p t i o n  
would be a significant step towards this goal.

I.. i 
} 1 
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P_A_RT III___ECC'S I N T E R I M  PRO P O S A L S

V O LUNT AR Y ARMY ' 1
\

This submi s s ion has 3 S se rtpH ♦■hat- ♦- v» • <-/ that the issue of c o n s c r i p t i o n  in
South Af rica cannot be div or ced from the role of the SADF and 
the nature of the society w h i c h  it defend s. Thus ending 
c o n s cr ip tion without other f un da mental p o l i t i c a l  and social 
changes will not in itself gua rantee that the SADF plays a 
con st ruct iv e role in building  a p e a c e f u l  society.

The ECC has c o n s e qu ently not s p e c i f i c a l l y  called  for the setting 
UP of a v o l u n t e e r  army within  the co nte xt of the current 
political dis pensation.

At the same time, however t-hp, ’ C o n s c r i p t i o n  c a m pa ig n e ssenti al ly
revolves around the issue of choice. m  this sense, the setting
up of a v o l u n t e e r  army would be con siste nt  w it h the demand that '
individuals be free to choose w h e t h e r  or not they pa r t i c i p a t e  in
t e SADF. The ECC would there fore re ga rd the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a
vo unteer army as preferable to the e x i s t i n g  sy st em of c o mpuls or y 
conscript i o n . ...

CO NS CI ENTIOU S OBJECTION

If c o n s c r i p t i o n  were ended, there would be no need to cons ider 
the rights of co nsc ienti ous objectors. Howe v e r  for as long as 
the system of c o n s c rip ti on exists, three issues with regard to 
t e status of co os cient ious o b j ec to rs need to be addressed. (,4 )

i) Re co gn i t i o n  of all Objectors

Large numbers of conscripts have cho se n to leave South Afr i c a  
Many of them are people who beli e v e  that they cannot in 
good conscience, p ar ticipat e in the SADF. At the same time 
they are not prepared to face the h a r d s h i p  of up to six
years in prison for ref using to serve. P

6 ** 1 i : 
I: 
i j
t ;v l



As stated earlier, in Janu a r y  this year 7,569 c o nscript s
failed to report for m i l i t a r y  service. Even if o nl y a
pr op o r t i o n  of these have left Sout h Africa, it n e v e r t h e l e s s
represent s a drain on South A f r i c a ' s  resou rces w h i c h  this
co unt ry can ill-afford. H any of those who have chosen
to leave are un iv e r s i t y  gra duates and others with much- 

h needed skills.

E C C ’s p a r t i c u l a r  stand is against c o n s c r i p t i o n  into the SADF.
None of those involved in ECC o r g a n i s a t i o n s  or supp or tative
of ECC have opposed the concept of n o n - m i l i t a r y  national
service. Those involved in the ca mp a i g n  regard themsel ves
as pa triotic South Africans , p r e p a r e d  to serve the country 
and i t s p e o p l e .

The ECC believes that the option of co m m u n i t y  service, as an 
al ter native to m i l i t a r y  servic e should not be limited to 
religious pacifists, but should be a v ailab le  to all those 
who m  good conscien ce cannot serve in the SADF.

ECC proposes that in section 72 B(1) of the De fence A c t , the
defi ni tion of "religious ob j e c t o r "  be ch anged to "c on sc ientiou s
objector". This should be de fined as "a person for who m  -
for reasons of cons cience or p r o fo und c o n v i c t i o n  ari sing
from religious, ethical, moral, h u m a n i t a r i a n  or similar
mo ti ve s - it is in conflic t to pe rf or m all or part of their 
mi l i t a r y  service."

* .The length of com mu nity service

This should be of an equivalen t length of time to that served 
by soldiers. It is illogical that someone reco g n i s e d  and 
cla ss if ied as a bona fide c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  should  be 
pu ni sh ed for his beliefs by se rvi ng o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  times 
the length of m i l i t a r y  service. From the De fen ce Force 
point of view, a ma xi m u m  four years cont inuou s service would 
be a sufficient deterrent to p o s s i b l e  m al a fide objectors,
bearing in mind that v er v fpu B n ij* _y lew soldier s comple te a full 720
days after their initial serviceservice, and ne ver m  one con tinuousstretch.



iii) T he nature of com munity service

C o mmun it y service should be ava il able in no n - s t a t e  
o r g a ni sa tions as well. One of the ECC me m b e r  or gan is ations,  
the Civil Rights League, has alread y given a lead on this 
issue. Th eir proposal for the settin g up of a "Mo vement  

t ad Pacem" has been submitted as evide nce to the G e ld en huys 
Committee. Their proposal, su pported by ECC, is that the 
concept of commun it y service should be b r o ad ened to include 
"c om muni ty  related work, perhaps under the d i r e c t i o n  of
we lf a r e  and religious bodies, but indep en dent of government

k
c o n t r o l ."

THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIV I D U A L  CONS CR IPT

ECC has no fixed po lic y on the q u e s t i o n  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the 
SADF. ECC recognise s that with few acc eptable al ternatives , 
the individual conscr ipt faces an ext r e m e l y  d i f ficu lt  d e c ision  
with regard to p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the SADF. Many c o ns cripts do 
their service only because the alterna ti ves are too heavy to 
face. At the same time, ECC is cog nis ca nt of Se ct ion 121 C of 
the Def ence A c t , and in the course of its wor k  has always ens ured 
that this act is not contravened.

Accepting, then, that many conscripts are doing their m i l i t a r y  
service under duress, ECC wishes  to pr opose to the G e l d e n h u y s  
Committee that in dividual co nscripts be given a greater say over 
the nature of their service.

In the previous section par t i c u l a r l y  co nt r o v e r s i a l  areas of SADF 
activity were hig hligh te d: its role in South Af rica' s tow ns hips 
and beyond  South Africa 's borders. ECC believe s that, for as 
long as c o n s c r i p t i o n  exists, con sc ri pts should be given the fr eedom  
in conscience, to choose not to enter South A f r i c a ’s tow nships, 
or n e i g h b o u r i n g  countries incl uding  Namibia. The i m p o r t a n c e  of the 
right of cons cr ipts not to enter townships is r e i n f o r c e d  by the 
d eclar at io n of a state of emergency, as indivi dual co ns c r i p t s  will 
now be' obli ged to act under, w i d e - r a n g i n g  p o w e r s , i n c l u d i n g  the ̂ 
power to search, detain, or arrest to wnship residents.



Impl eme nt ation of this proposal wo uld again be cons is tent with 
ECC's fundamental and frequen tly stated demand : that all 
individuals retain their freedom of choice.

h



NOTES

( D  See also the Internation al Co ven ant on Civil and 
Political Rights of 1966 (Article 18) ;
the E u r op ean Conv en tion on Hu man  Rights and Fund am e n t a l  
Freedoms of 1950 (Article 9) ;
the A m e r i c a n  D e c l a r a t i o n  on the Rights and Duties of 
Han (Article 3) ;
the A m e r i c a n  Conve n t i o n  on Human Rights (Article 12) ; 
the A f r i c a n  Char ter on Human and Peoples' Rights (Article

(2) S e e ’ for example, R e sol ut ion No 32 of the A n g l i c a n  Church 
Provincial Synod 1982 and the mi nut es of the 1984 
Conference of the Methodist Church.

(3) See Grundy, K The Rise of the South Af rican Securi ty
E s t a blishm ent (South Africa n Institute of I n t e rnatio na l 
A f f a i r s , 1 983) .

(4) Cape Times 28.10 .1979

As, for example, happened during O p e ra tion Palmiet in 
October 1984.

(6) The SADF has reportedly been Involved in forcibly resetting 
people in the following areas: the Z i m b a b w e / V e n d a  border 
area, at St Lucia where a SADF mi ssile base was to be 
built, from M a f eking  to Zeerust, at D i t a k w a n e n g  in the
orthern Cape, at Rie mv asmaa k near the Aug r a b i e s  Falls in 

the Mareman e area (now Lohotla, the site of Op e r a t i o n  ’ 
T h unde rc hariot)  and from Kosi Bay to Ingwavuma.

(7) Areas that have come to our att ention  include: Soweto,
Sebokeng, Boipatong, Daveyton, A t t e r i d g e v i 11 e , Fingo Village
Evaton, Vos loosrus, Sharpeville, Upington, Tembisa,
Alexandra, KwaThema, New Brighton, Zwide, Kwanobu hle,
Langa, J O Z a , Galeshewa, Bongolethu, D u d u z a ,  W o r c e s t e r  and 
Z w e l a t h e m b a .



According to Mini..., Law and 0rder, Mr Louis 1(> ^
r e p l y m g  to a qu es tion in parliam ent, Cape Times 13.6.1985

Sunday Star 14.7.1985

Ac c o r d i n g  to Defence Minister,  Gen eral Magnus Malan, 
replyin g to a question in parli ament, Cape Times 13.3.1985,

These conclusions  were drawn on the basis of re search 
nducted at four univer sitie s,  Weekend Argus 18.3.1981.

Dr Dap Louw, quoted in Weeken d Argus 28.3.1981 

Cape Times 15.6.1985

One of E C C ’s most active t e . b e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  is the
Co nsc i e n t i o u s  Object or Support Croup ( C O S O .  For five
years the COSC groups have c o n c e r n e d  themselv es w ith the
rights of co nscientious  objectors. They have submit ted
detai led  evi de nce on this issue to the Geld en huys Committ
cc supports the pr opo sals made by COSC w h i c h  provid e

more detail on the crucial issue than is includ ed in this 
s ubmi s sion.



A - NATIONAL
O  Black Sash
2) Catholic Justice and Peace C o m m i s s i o n
3) Catholic War and Peace Group

/4) Consci entiou s Objector Support Group
5) M e t hod is t Ch r i s t i a n  C i t i z e n s h i p  D e p a r t m e n t
6) National E d u cat io n Union of South Africa
7) National Union of South Af ri c a n  Students
8) Student Union for Ch r i s t i a n  Act i o n

B • LOCAL
i ) Cape Town

9) Angl ic an Board of Social R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
10) Civil Rights League
11) Koe berg Alert .........
12) The Ecumenical  Action Movement
13) United De mo c r a t i c  Front Claremont Area Committee 
K )  United Democra ti c Front Gardens Area Committee
15) United De mo c r a t i c  Front O b s e r v a t o r y  Area Committe e
16) United Womens Org a n i s a t i o n

17) Un iv e r s i t y  of Cape Town students' Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  Council
18) Western Province Council of Churches
19) Womens Movement  for Peace

i i ) Durban

20) Detainees Support Committee
21) Diakonia

22) Durban Uni ve rsity C o n s c r i p t i o n  A c t i o n  Group
23) International Fellowship of Reconciliation

25) s l t ^ O r !  ChUrCh Chr“ tlan “id Youth Department Natal Org a n i s a t i o n  of Women
26) Natal Youth Forum
27) National Youth Leader ship T r a i n i n g  Programm e
8) R e l i g i o u s  S o c i e t y  of F r i e n d s

29) Southern Afr ica Catholic BishoDc, r n nf
3 0 \ Uo aishops Co nf e r e n c e  Yout h D e pa rtment
30) Women for Peaceful Change Now



1 ii ) J o h a n n e s b u r g

31) H u m a n  A w a r e n e s s  P r o g r a m m e s
32) J o h a n n e s b u r g  Dem oc ratic Acti on  Com mi ttee
33) P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h
34) S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o u n c i l  of C h u r c h e s
35) W i t s  U n i v e r s i t y  C a t h o l i c  S o c i e t y
36) Y o u n g  C h r i s t i a n  S t u d e n t s

P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g

3?) AP ™ s\ rit2bUrS * «  C h r i s t i a n  Social Act io n and

P ro gressiv e Federal Party Youth branch 
St Mary's Social Concern Group

38)
39)

v ) Port E l i z a b e t h
40)

42)

Cr a h a m s t o w n  Advice Centre on Nationa l Service
41) Progr es sive Federal Party Youth branch

United De mo c r a t i c  Front Port E l i z a b e t h  Area Commit tee



-ECTI0N 0F T H E o r g a n i s a t i o n s  WH ICH H A V E EN DOR SED  THE ECC 
d e c l a r a t i o n

1. A n g l i c a n  Bishops Conference
2. Ang lican  Students' Fede ra tion
3• Black Sash
A. Congress of South Af rica n Students 

Detain ees  Parents Support Committee 
Ev ang el ical L u t h e r a n  Church
Joint Academ ic Staff A a s o c i a t i o n  of Du rb an S P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g  
Meth od ist Synods, Cape Town & Graha m s t o w n  
National Catholic Fede r a t i o n  of Students 
National Med ical and Dental A s s o c i a t i o n  
South African  Council of Churches
South Afr i c a n  Institute of Race Relations (Western Cape) 
Southern Af ric an  Catholic Bishops Co nference 
United C o n greg at ional Ch urch of Sout hern Africa  

15. United D e mocr at ic Front

5
6

7
8 
9

1 0 
1 1 

12 
1 3 
1 4



A_FEW OF THE I N D I V I D U A L EN DORSERS OF THE ECC DECT. AR A T T  OM

1. Rev. Alan Boesak
2. A r ch bisho p Denis Hurley
3. Revd. Beyers Naude
4. ; Sheena Duncan, P r e s i d e n t ,B 1ack Sash
5. Oscar Mpetha 
6 • Helen Joseph
7- Dr. Wo lfram Kistner, SACC 
8. Holly Bl a c k b u r n  MPC 

Di Bishop MPC 
Bishop Bruce Evans
Prof. Jakes Gerwel, Afrika ans  Department, UWC

1 2 * Prof. David Welsh, Politics De par tme nt, UCT
Prof. Michael Savage, Head of So ciology Department, UCT

1 4 • Sir Richard Luyt
Dr. Margar et Nash

16- Prof. Francis Wilson, Head of Economics Dep artment, UCT
17. Revd. David Russell
18. Dr. Oscar W o l l h e i m
19. F r . Timoth y Stanton, C.R.
20- Bishop Selby Taylor
21. Mary Burton, Cape C h a i r p e r s o n , B l a c k  Sash 

Revd. Lionel Louw, C h a i r per so n WPCC
23. • Brian Bishop
24. Revd. Doug Bax

Prof. J V 0 Reid, Deputy V i ce-Cha nc ellor, UCT 
26. Nadine Gordim er
^ M a l i n d i ,  We st e r n  Cape President, UDF
28. Curnick Ndhlovu, National Cha irperson, UDF
29. Revd. George Irvine
30. Keith Gotts cha lk, Cha irperson, Civil Rights League
31. Steve Tshwete, Border President, UDF
32. Revd. Robert Orr
33. Revd. Ian Booth
34. Revd. Trevor Bosman
35. Ann Colvin, Natal Chairp erson, Black Sash



Prof. Fatima Meer, Socio logy D ep artment , UND 
An d r e w  Verster
Aidan W a 1sh
Peter Kerchoff, Director PACSA 
Revd. Phillip Le Feurre 
Fr. Theo Kneiffel
Prof. Prosesky, Head of Religious Studies, UNP
Douglas Irvine, Head of Political D epa rt ment, UNP
Prof. Colin Gardiner, Head of En gl i s h  Departme nt ,
Prof. M a u gh am-Bro wn , English De par tment , UNP
Prof Hammings, Head of Ph il o s o p h y  Depa rt ment, UNP 
Dr* W it te nburg
Revd. Vernon Lund
Revd. David Doveton
Sue W i ll ia mson
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