
The following are extracts from/pivieional Report* read at the third meeting of the South African Pathfinder Council on Ootober 17th, 1931*

TRAHSTAAL. There has been steady progress* There ore now several sore D.P.Ms and A*D*P*Me* aost of whs* have been drawn from the ranks of J?*lis*- an ezoellent sign of progress. Unfortunately D*P*14* Paul Sykes, who was appointed in 19& to organise the Witwatersrand troops, has resigned in order to devote his whnlft time to university studies* During his pariod of office the number of troops in the Witwatersrand Area has risen from thirty to forty-two, and his bulletin has developed into the Pathfinder, the official Headquarters organ*
An officers* training course was held at Pietersburg 

in July, when those present (twenty in all) not only devoted 
themselves to the training but also used their spare tin® in 
committee work on the regulations* Their recommendations provd 
most helpful to the Committee of Divisional Pathfinders which 
recently revised the regulations. Another feature of this 
course was the earl; morning physical drill ir which even the 
Chief Pathfinder was to be found in strange postures on the 
ground*

The Transvaal oensue returns are interesting:-
Dlstrict Troons. âti<-indors Officers.

northern Transvaal 21 6^3 3#Witbank District % 22} . JSPretoria District , 6 39* 11Witwatersrand District **2_____________l*&g 70
75 2712 127

NATAL. Divisional Pathfinder D*2ScK* Maloola is a cautious 
Scot and a trained scout so he has been more concerned with 
qurJLity than quantity. The most important feature of the year was the very successful First Pathfinder Gil well Training Course held in July at the beautiful Gilwell Camp in Pietermaritzburg* There were twenty-five Native tsaehere present of whom only three had previous experience of Pathfinding* The training was thorough and was greatly helped by the assistance rendered by the Seout Deputy Gasp Chief Marsh - who gave all
his time to the course - and other Soouters. The weather was

-cold-



cold and the Ufa under canvass was come what spartan, The 
Chief Pathfinder stayed in oaap for three days, sleeping in 
a Patrol Tent where he shivered ©’nights! But the example 
of the others in oaa?D laade it iiapoeslhle for him to ooamlain, although he is alleged to have been vary glad to get into a warn bed in a oonuort^ble Idar itzburg Hotel on the third nightJ

The Divisional Pathfinder in his report spoke of 
fi&tal as the ttcinderella* of the Divisions, out it was later found that it was a comparatively rioh Cinderella for a collection in the Hatal Bativt Schools had yielded a tidy sum of nearly £60 
for the Divisional Funds.

The census returns sheered o troops, 212 Pathfinders and 
3 Officers*

BORDER? This is a very large Division and Divisional Pathfinder ’f.'A'. Ball has tackled it valisrrtly. Mot only has he travelled extensively and organised a successful training course, but he has cl30 carried on the duties of Secretary to the Divisional Council during the absence of the fiev.Maac Yargan in America*
The Census returns show how well distributed the Move

ment is in this Division:
Alice District 7 froooa & Sections 110 Pathfinders 7 Officers. 
Aliwal Kor an 3 ** A up 5 "Sast London Dist.6 M 1&3 12Fort Beaufort H 9 * tt 170 j 4King Was* Town « 4 * 11 46 " 4stockenstroa » 4 « * 36 4
Queenstown ■ 4 M 8 47 H 5Uatata & )
Tranakei ) 7 M rt Olaxksbury tt x ff________ !!_____ lij._

13“ ____2.
i k$  » « • 7<&  « 63 »

The training course at St. Luke1 a was most successful - 
35 officers attending - and great help was received from Scout officials. It is hoped to have such courses at regular intervals.

The Chief Pathfinder reported that he had found great 
keenness in the troops he had visited and he paid tribute to the 
work of the Divisional Pathfinder and the other officers in the 
Division.
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KTPLAijajg; There ara now 1 <J srganiaed troops in this Division as against 4 last year, with six more about to be started.v*V . .The work in this Division owes much to District Pathfinder- waster Q. Bacon who aoted for six months as Divisional pathfinder during the absence of the Rev. J. Cowan. Jr. Bacon rims P/Us classes in Port iilizabeth and during the year he also ran a training oamp.Okadook, arahamtjtown, Uitenhage and Port Lliaabeth have strong troops and this Division like all the others, could do with the help of experienced leaders.

ffisT. This Division hog suffered through the removal 
ox the Rev. V.H. Kinsey, The Divisional Pathfinder, who had led the 
Movement in this area. His work will be gratefully remembered not only in the Division but by Headquarters as well. It is to be hoped 
that his services will be available elsewhere.

The year has witnessed the consolidation of the organisation in this Division aad though there are not more troops than before (10)the work is batter organised. i'nere ure 2̂ 5 Pathfinders and reoruits and 16 Officers.
The Divisional Goout Council bore the responsibility for 

work in this Jivision until September 1231 when a Pathfinder Div*- 
iaional Council was formed. Thanks are due to the Scout Council for its help in the development of the work.

oaAMas rasa state.
The Acting Divisional Pathfinder is also the Assistant 

Divisional Souut CowtdSBioner and it is remarkable how Captain White 
sassages to crowd in oo muoh work into a day. He runs a weekly 
ulass for Pathfinder mast ere in Bloemfontein, and is ever ready to help officers there and elsewhere.

The census figures stared that in the Orange Free State 
thoro wears 11 Troops, 717 Pat Minder a and 17 Officers. But when 
the Chief Pathfinder attended the Native Teacher*s Conference at x'ioksburg in October he found 18 who claimed to be P.&s - many 
having troops in preparation for registration.

BASllTQLAmjf The Divisional pathfinder is His Honour, the Resident 
Commissioner of Basutoland (iir. J.C.R.Sturrook) and he is enthusiastio. 
At a meeting of the Divisional Council attended by the Chief Pathfinder 
in October plans were discussed for the organisation of the whole 
of Basutoland and already the Movement is progressing steadily there.

-There-



H K .  & ! « * *very keen to see the ItOTtmmt dereloped to ?L
lattS  ! ? £  “ « * « ■ “ » fv-oP® to m d « t £ e  t i L f t a l f a n fthe 
lattar is seaaly intersating hiaaalf la the work.

K t o m m  Plane arc afoot tcx the starting of trooos la

a■fflSpffi*1' fflBpflSIA. It had been hoped that a representative £ Vne southern Rhodesian Council would^e ^l« £ ^ 5 2 2  ♦!.
ilxneas made this impossible, w# have no c e « - - i r r  S
R^tola. ^  tl“  aoT3ment 18 ***** root in Southern

NaiTHnStfl fiHODSŜ A, There were no returns from Northern Rhodesia.

urgent noê foi-':-ir';U°n °f ciI IOf;grtfes shoW the1’9 there is

!• The help of non trained in Fathfindiag or Sooutina 
to form fcevr troope and to give instruction.

°* training courses for officers.
e c i S t !  considered this aspect and. appointed.£ C omit tee tc 3ra£t a s cheats of training.



 

Collection Number: AD1715 

 
SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS (SAIRR), 1892-1974 

 
PUBLISHER: 
Collection Funder:- Atlantic Philanthropies Foundation 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013 
 

LEGAL NOTICES: 
 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 

 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 

omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 

This document forms part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations (SAIRR), held at the Historical 

Papers Research Archive at The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


