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Biographical sketch Photo
of ’ Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela
courageous leader of the African people in South Africa sentenced to

five years imprisonment by a special court Pretoria November 7th '62.

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, son of chief Henry Mandela was born in

Tembuland 1918. After matriculating he was a student at Foft Hare
University College and later received his B.A, Degree by correspondence.

He studied law at the University af the Witwatiigland and in March 1952 set
up in practice as a solicitor with OlivchamboRleader of the African people
in exile. In the same year Nelson who had been a foundation member of the
African National Congress Youth League was elected Transvaal President

of the A.N.C. and voluntesr-in-chief of the Defiance of Unjust Laws Campaigne
The Nationalist Minister of Justice imposed a treble ban upon him in 1952

(1) he was banned from attending all gatherings (2) banned from

membership of the AJN,C. and (3) banned for two years from leaving Johannesburge

During the marathon '"Mass Treason Trial" which Nelson had to endure from
beginning to end his legal practice was ruinedj the protracted ordeal however
served to turn this handsome likeable but superficial young man into a §§§§%ﬁ§s
iosder of the African people.

Even before the trial ended in 1960 when the A.N.C. was outlawed Nelson

began to play a leading role in the struggle for freedom. At the All-In-
African Conference in Pietesmaritzburg in 1961 he was the main speaker and

was elected leader of the National Action Council. | To'escape the vigilance

of the South African '"'Special Branch" he went underground and for 15 months

was knd&p the world over as the Black Pimpernel. He was subsequently caught

and char%ed with inciting African workers to "gtay at home'" in protest against
the impoéition of a so called Republican Constitution upon South Africa and with
leaving S&hth Africa without a valid travel document. He was found guilty on
both charges and sentened to 3 years imprisonment for "jncitement" and received
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the maximum sentence prov1ded by law for leaving the country \1thout a
passport. The savage sentence imposed upon this brave African leader

1y
did not break his spirit. He conducted his own defence, exposed the

infamies of apartheid and when sentence was pronounced he defiant “y i
proclaimed that he will resume the struggle azs soon as he is releas\ed-

The name of Nelson Mandela is revered by millions of people in Soutﬂ5 Africa

and throughout the world just—Ss=the—mames—ef—hi 20t are b
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