
social effects of twenty years of development, this base was essen
tially proletarian in character. The process of proletarianisation 

was accompanied by the growth of an increasingly militant pro
letarian opposition which effectively questioned the structure of 
the system of exploitation, culminating in the 1946 strike — the 
severest challenge the system had received. The violent response of 
the state indicated that neither the ANC's constitutionalism nor the 
‘economic’ opposition of the trade unions could confront it suc
cessfully on their own, pointing to the need for a united political 
movement. Thereafter proletarian opposition was channelled into 
the ANC which was itself transformed by its new class base, and 
emerged from the 1940s with a character very different from that 
with which it entered the decade. The trade union movement 

generated a class consciousness into which Congress could drop its 
roots, finally giving itself a secure political base, and which reacted 
in turn on the growing national consciousness propagated by the 
Youth League, raising it to a higher pitch. The ‘African 

nationalism' and the goals expressed in the Freedom Charter of 
1955 were very different in tone from the anti-socialist, indi

vidualist ‘Africanism’ of the original CYL Manifesto and early 
policy statements. Not only were they considerably more radical, 
displaying an enhanced concern with the material position of the 
proletariat, but they showed an increasing awareness of the role of 
the capitalist mode of production in itself producing and reproduc
ing the system of exploitation. Yet by the time the ANC emerged at 
the head of a non-racial mass movement in the 1950s, the state was 
in the hands of another class alliance born out of the same struc

tural changes, determined to maintain the high rate of capital 
accumulation in order to consolidate Afrikaner capital, and sup
press or shift the contradictions in the system of exploitation 
through repression. Fully aware of the dangers of United African 

political and econonpc mobilisation, it acted ruthlessly to suppress 
them. The 1950s saw many legislative attacks on these organisa
tions, Congress leaders restricted, and trade union officials re
moved from office. Finally, on 8 April 1960, the ANC was declared 
an unlawful organisation and forced underground. Ill-prepared for 
the sudden shift from a highly visible legal movement to a clandes
tine organisation, it suffered many defeats during the following 

decade and now operates largely as an exile movement.
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PART V:

Monopoly Capitalism in the 
Apartheid Era, 1948-1980

Introduction

In the immediate post-World War II era, the manufacturing sector 
in South Africa expanded greatly, in part due to the stimulus 
provided by the Allied war effort and in part the result of massive 

foreign investments. During World War II, black workers had 
flocked to the principal urban industrial areas. Despite the protes
tations of mining and agricultural capital about labour shortages, 
the state administration turned a blind eye as “shantv towns” 
sprang up everywhere and urbanized black workers were "pro
moted” to semi-skilled positions that had previously been the 
exclusive preserve of white wage-earners. According to Davies and 

Kaplan,

It was evidence that in the post-war period there would be strong 

demands for a vigorous state policy designed to restructure the 

relations of exploitation. White agriculture was particularly vocifer

ous in its demand that something be done to eliminate its labour 

shortage and White wage-earners were fearful that their privileged 

positions were being infiltrated by Blacks Industry, on the other 

hand, was taking advantage of lower Black wages and was hence 

desirous of some easing of the restriction in the employment of 

Black labour even indicating a willingness to a very limited recogni

tion of Black trade unions which had enjoyed considerable growth 

during the war and immediate post-war periods. Thus, the demands 

of "W hite Society," the different capitalist classes and White labour, 

revealed some degree of contradiction over the precise nature and 

form of the exploitation of Black labour.'

Put bluntly, the ruling United Party was divided over how to solve
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