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MINUTES OF ECC WORKSHOP DISCUSSION, JOHANNESBURG, 19/10/85

A) SINGLE ISSUE CAMPAIGN

ECC is a 'single issue1 campaign in the sense that there is 
a central group of related issues - conscription, militarisation 
and the role of the SADF - around which we mobilise support 
and on which we have national policy. This policy is expressed 
in our Declaration and in our evidence to the Geldenhuys 
Commission.

Being 'single issue' is one of our strengths: it is the 
essence of our structure as a front of organisations with 
different policies and strategies; it is one of the main 
reasons for our having so much support from so wide a range 
of people and groups; and it is one of the main reasons for 
our having established a clear, coherent and consistent public 
presence.

At the same time we have always situated our immediate issues 
in the broader South African context, and used them to develop 
an understanding of the nature of apartheid and of an alternat
ive just society.

One implication of being 'nsingle issue' is that it is not our 
responsibility to respond directly to other aspects of apartheid 
unless they are closely related to our immediate issues.

A second implication is that, as a general rule, we cannot be 
part of other fronts whose focus is broad (e.g. UDF or Convention 
Alliance.)

The problem of Frikkie from the H.N.P. wanting to join ECC is 
not realistic as ECC is clearly part of the broad anti
apartheid movement and our opposition to conscription is clearly 
progressive.

B) RELATIONSHIP TO THE SADF

Our approach to having contact with the SADF is a matter of 
strategy, not principle. Such contact therefore needs to be 
assessed in terms of the gains and losses to ECC in the part
icular circumstances.

Debates against the SADF are generally a good idea: they 
allow us to expose the army; the army has more to loose from 
giving us legitimacy than we have to loose from giving it 
legitimacy through a debate; the SADF is unlikely to debate 
us and we can make mileage from this. There may however come 
a time when it is not possible for us to debate them.



Making representations to the SADF, as with the Geldehuys 
Commission, has obvious advantages in terms of establishing 
our legitimagy in the public's mind. It might be a good 
idea to compile a document of atrocities committed by the 
army and formally present this to them (as DPSC has done 
in its area of work).

C) THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER

It is important that serving soldiers do not perceive ECC 
as being antagonistic to them - it must always be clear that 
we see the system of conscription and not the individual 
soldier as 'the enemy'.

Our public position must be such that soldiers can identify 
with it. Without abandoning out demand for the immediate 
withdrawal of troops, we must also make the explicitly 
short-term demand that soldiers should have the right to 
refuse to go into the townships.

Emphasizing positive alternatives to national service is a 
better way of reaching soldiers than by opposing the role 
of the army.

The ECC has received and welcomes support from soldiers.
We would have no problem with their wanting to get involved 
in our structures, although for practical reasons this is 
unlikely. It is also unlikely that ECC executive members 
would be in the army at the same time.

It is obviously very difficult for us to make direct contact 
with soldiers. Indirect contact, by reaching schoolpupols 
and mothers of conscripts, is therefore important.

D) OUR CONSTUENCY

The shift to the left of various groups and prominent people 
within the white community has increased E C C 's potential to 
gain support there. We should take advantage of the formation 
of the new groups, like the Concerned Citizens Group, without 
actually becoming part of them.

Within the white community we need to be working more consist
ently with our affiliates, church ministers, parents, school 
pupils and the Afrikaans community.

We need to be more sensitive to changing moods and attitudes 
within the white community to inform what issues we take up 
and how.

In the black community, we need to give real effect to our 
commitment to non-racialism by working with black activists 
or groups around the issue of troops in the townships. Stickers, 
pamphlets, workshops and collecting affidavits are possible 
forms of action.



E) ECC AND THE PFP YOUTH

It is necessary to appreciate that the position on conscription 
of the PFP Youth is distinct from that of the PFP Party and 
is entirely consistent with that of ECC.

The advantages to ECC of the affiliation of the Youth are: 
an opportunity to expand into the P F P 's constituency; greater 
legitimacy and protection; the broadening of ECC as a front; 
a greater ability to shift the Party's position on conscription 
in a progressive direction.

The disadvantages are that the PFP is linked to Inkatha through 
the Convention Alliance and has decided to work in the coloured 
and Indian communities - this has given rise to greater antag
onism to the PFP from the black community. E C C 1S credibility 
amongst progressive black organisations and within the black 
community may consequently be threatened by our working too 
closely with the PFP Youth.

Since ECC is a 'single issue' campaign, the criteria for con
sidering the affiliation of a new organisation are simply 
whether that organisation supports the ECC Declaration and 
whether its position on conscription is consistent with that 
of ECC. The position of that organisation on other issues 
is not relevant to ECC, although it may be important to E C C 's 
existing affiliates.

The decision on the PFP Youth's affiliation will be made 
by existing affiliates but they should take into account E C C 's 
feeling on the matter. Those present at the workshop were 
overwhelmingly in favour of the Youth's affiliation.

We need greater clarity on the issues of affiliation to, member
ship of and observer status on ECC.

F) THE RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL NATURE OF ECC

The advantages of ECC having a religious nature and of working 
with the churches are obvious. A number of qualifying points 
should be made, however: our work is still too much at the 
level of the church hiererchies and is underdeveloped at the 
level of the ministers and their congregations; our work with 
religious groups should include contact with Jewish groups 
and with the proposed Jews Against Apartheid in particular: 
work with Hindu and Muslim groups is not a priority at this 
stage but should be investigated.

It is important that E C C 's public image is not exclusively 
Christian ar religious as this might alienate ather constituen
cies like youth culture. E C C 's religious symbols like the 
dove have been effective broadly, but we need to create 
specifically South African symbols of peace.

The setting up of a Churches Sub-committee is necessary.
The possibility of this being a Religious Sub-com. is a matter 
of debate although the former was prefered at this workshop.



G) PEACE MOVEMENT

A distinction can be drawn between 1st and 3rd world peade movements. The former are 

concerned with nuclear disarmament and the East/West conflict while the latter are concerned 

with issues of oppression and exploitation. ECC's issues are more closely linked to those 

of the 3rd world although our constituency is closer to the 1st world.

The advantages to ECC of having established contact with groups overseas are support 

for ECC, pressure on the S.A. government and an opportunity for us to learn from them 

them.

It is essential that ECC does not refer to itself either internally or publically as being 

a peace movement or even as being part of a broader peace movement. The notion of 

a peace movement has particularly European conotations and it is not appropriate in the 

South African context.

Ecc's emphasis on the notion of a just peace has been very important in attracting support 

and in being able to offer a positive alternative to the violence of apartheid. Because 

the meaning of "peace" in S.A. is interpreted differently from different ideological positions 

ECC needs to ensure that progressive content is always given to its call for a Just Peace.
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