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& ave. AZbesit Bedouc.e.
31400 TOULOUSE 
TeJL : 61 55 20 23

1 aout 1990

Dean. H-Ltda Besuvtt&tn,

Thank, you bon. you*. Z&ttest whi.cH I  bound, ven.y 
-Lnten.e^>t-Lng, I ’ZZ an^wen. youn. maAn qae^^tton by and by.

The. orvty tzn.ocJsU.ng down I  cUd a t  54 n.e.ge.nt 
4t^.eet wa* when I  put a w-Lndow -Into the. gasiage.. When I  
Zebt, the. hou-t>e wa* £u££ 0-6 student* but they hadn’t  
te.noch.exL anything eJL-6e down tyet. IncMientaMJLy I  te.bt -in 
a hunsty, de,cMied one. day and £e.bt on a pZane the. next, 
to  avo-Ld be^ing asuie^ted by the. SB, but not because I ’d 
done, anythtng mon.e than cvuXccxze the. govesi.nme.nt 
pubZ-LcJLy on -&tude.nt pZatbonm-6 .

In  &aat whe.n I  -tan away, I  wa-4 no Longest. 
poZtt-LaaZZy acsttve cut aJUi, but had e.ntesied a Buddht^t 
untvesLAOJt. nature, phcu&e. (Zong -unce ovest I 'm  abnxiAxL). 
Unbontunate-Zy on. bontunat&Zy I  had become -LnvoZved w-Lth 
an American joun.naJLt4 t  who wa-c> Zook-Lng bon. matesttaZ Aon. 
a book, and do-Lng a b-Lt ob cLL4 -6enttng on the. 4 -Lde.. She. 
m u ondested to  Zeave. the. c,ountn.y, n.ebu4 ed , went 
unden.gn.ound to  cont-Lnue. hesi n.ê e>ean.cfi, wcu> bound, 
ansie^ted, -aerutencect to  50 day-6 -in ja tZ , and de.ponXed. 
the. ne.xt day. The. ntght -<she. wcu> -In jaJJL, oun. hou^e wcu> 
njjUded. The. next, day, I  wou> boZZowed bZaXantZy -Ln the. 
-&tn.e&t wh-LZe. on the. way to  wonJz bon. Fanny and Joe. 
KZe.nesiman at VanguanxL book-6. I  had no -t>oZMt n.eaAon bon. 
go-Lng to  jaXZ, but -Lt wouZd' we have happened soonest on. 
Latest, -L b onZy bon. my pn.e.v-Lou-& connectcoa4 w-Lth 
dtbbesient nadtcaZ -e>tude.nt-&; -6 0  I  Ze-bt. Vo I  quaZtby bon. 
youn. book ? Ib  -to, y&-6 you an.e welcome to  -Lntesiv-Lejw me 
and we. c.ouZd pn.obabZy put you up -in oun. Z-Lv-Lng n.oom bon. 
a aoupZe ob n-Lght-& -Lb you wanted, to  v-LA-Lt TouZou^e., -Lb
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-iA  u)cu> woAAhwhAZe t o  y o u . . OtheAJW-iAe j u A t  -&e.nd me youA. 
que-i>tAon-t> a n d  I  ’ ZZ  WAAte. my A.epZ-ie^>.

Now itOA. my mesicenasiy po a A .  ThAnkAng a bou t, 

youn. pjioje.cA.ext i/-c-6-ct, I  w ondeA .ed , ha-6 youA. pubZAAheA. 

a v ia n g e d  ^ oa. d A A tA A bu t-L on  -in  F -m n.ce ? 1-6 h e  au>an.<z o 

t h e  FNAC, w hAch OAsiange^b p u b Z A c  c.on-&e'tence-6 &oa. 

a u t h o r 6 ? CI o n c e  A^nte^n.v-Lewed DoaA a  Le-6-6-Lng thesis. ^ oa. 

FA.ench ajxcLLo ) .  1-6 h e  awaA.e oj> t h e  EngZA6h  d ep a A A m en t o-ft 

RadAo  F -ia n c e , w hAch bA .oadcaA tA  oJLZ oves i t h e  woaJUL ? 

BA .eyte.nbach  w-LZZ o-f> c o t m e  know  a ZZ  th o -6 e  th A n g -6 and. 

u4e-(>uZ c o n t a c t s .  UI&ZZ th A n k A n g  a bou t, t h a t ,  I  w o n d e r e d ,  

-c-6 youA. book, goring t o  be. tA ja n A Z a ted  -Ln to  F r e n c h  a nd  -c-6 

- 6 0  ha-6 t h e  tsutnAZatoA . be.e.n cho-6en y e t  ? V ou  -6ee I  Ajun a  

tsvanAZxtAAng com pany heA.e -cn T o u Z o u A e  (w-Uth ch eapest  

AjateA  th a n  PoaA -6 ) a nd  I  h a v e  -Cn m-Lnd a  y o u n g  F r e n c h  

woman, d a u g h te r . o {, F r e n c h  comm unA-6tA, b u t  n o t  heA^eJt^ a  

m -ULAtant a n d  a  g o o d ,  tA a A n e d , pA.o^eA -6 -ionaZ tA a n A Z a tO A ., 

who c o u Z d  ceA A a A n Z y  d o  a  g o o d  j o b .  1-6 y o u  th A n k  - i t ’ -6 

woAAh p u A A u A n g , wouJLd y o u  m en tA o n  thA-6 t o  hAm ? Qu a . 

commestcAaZ name -c-6 C ou p  due. P u ce ., a nd  o u a . ^ a x  no  -iA  : 6 1 

5 2 18 50. We ad-6 o h a v e  t h e  ^a cA ZA A A eA  ^ oa, woaxL 

pA.oceA-6 -ing.

E n ou gh  0-6 t h a t .  To A.e.pZy t o  youA. otheA . 

<?ue-6tA o n A . Vo  y o u  know  Bokw e Majyuna ? H e a p p e a le d  w-Lth  

B BA.e.yte,nbach on  FA.e.nch t e Z e v -l s A o n  -cn c o n n e c -tc o n  w -ith  

MandeJLa ’ -6 A.eJieaAe. H e '-6 a n  oZd  tsu id e  u n A on A -6 t, &A.om t h e  

Jh b  a r e a  I  th A n k , a nd  pA .obabZy o n e  0-6 t h e  mo-6t 

-Ln teA .eA tA ng  p e o p Z e  t o  -tn tesivi.e jw . BaA Uch  H -tA A on ’ -6 -6on, 

Den-c-6 H -iAAon  -c-6 oJLa o  Z-Lv-Lng -cn P o aA -6, a n d  -cn ^ a c t  

tA a n A Z a A ed  o n e  oa. tw o  o -6 BA.e.yte.nbach ’ -6 b o ok -6 , addA.e-6-6 

/5 -rue  Em-LZe Lepeu ., Po aA -6, 11. I  th A n k

a-6 I  d o  ^o-*. my-beJLk, t h a t  h e  -iA  n o t  p o Z A tA ca Z Z y  

-L n te s ie A tA n g , b u t  pesihap -6 th-L-6 -c-6 no^t a  ne.ceA-6aA.y 

CAAte-AAa &oa . y o u .

OtheAJW-iAe I  hay/e a n o th e r . fa A e -n d , PhAZAp S ch eA n es i, i,A.om 

C a p e  Town. H-iA ^ -ta n c e e  woaJz-6 -^o-r L a  Cao-Lx., th e . C a th o Z A c  

D a A Z y , a nd  Z a A t  y e a /1  -6h e  u n d e r t o o k  a  -6-utuLZoa. p A .o je .c t
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to  yoLW-6, 'intest-V'LeMtng a whoZe ^psvtnkJLLng of, Suda^-6 cut, 
-they 4ay heste, and pubZi^hed an asctXcJle -Ln the  
new^pape^i. She. would be. a good pesut>on -fyOA name^ I  th^ink 
and you can phone, hesi. Hesi name -La Sophie. LauAent and 
heA te£e.phone. numbesi -i* 43 58 72 69. La^t thought., 
woAk^tng out RacLLo FAance, English De.pt, -c-6 a woman who^e 
boLthesi coa^/tA (? )  one o£ the Z&adesv* o^ SLOAPO. The. moAe 
I  th-Lnte. about -it, the EngẐ L&h De.pt theA.e wiJUL be. a vesty 
good 4ouA.ce. 0-6 An.^oAmatA,on ^oa you and the.y ujou&d 
pAobabZy Mint to  tntest-v-Lew you too  about youA book.. A-&k 
^oa Stmp^on, an American, head oh the, de.pt ( oa loo*& when 
I wo4 -LLvtng theA.e,, ) oa John AbA/un-a, and you can 
mention my name..

I  ujAsite, too ,  one. 4hoAX 4toAy pub&t^hed, and 
AevesiaJL -6eZ.  ̂ produced amat&uA p-tay-6, -60 I  do undesc^tand 
the. wAsLteA. ’ -4 need ^oa appAe.c-Catton. TeJUL Ru^ty 
Besm&te^Ln that my ■(yath&A. -c-6 ^tAJUL aJLLve, and AtiJUL 
che.ckA.ng concAete 4tAe^6-6e-4 at 81 yeasu> old .

bê t>t u/>c-6h.e-6,

Ian . M aAgo.



FRANCE

Nams given by Ariane Bonzon ^_____
^ — PIERRE HASKI _ Book The White Africa. Works for Liberation,

11 rue Beranger 75754 Paris. 42-761789.
Knows many exiles

0-»Wt6t9©ERG LORY Journalist, fr^hd of AB. 29 rue George Sand, 75016 Paris 
45-27-77-79

-- - DANIEL BACH Friend of AB. 38 rue Jude, 33200 Bordeaux.
56-28-83-74.
University professor. Has writtn book jointly on SA 
Maybe something about exiles.

GERARD SEKOTO - Ask Bach.
MARIANNE CORNEVIN Friend of AB. 10 rue Vandrezanne, 75644 Paris 

45-898647. Historian. Wrote book on SA
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5th June 90 Old House Farm 
Dorstone
Herefordshire HR3 6BL

Dear Professor Bach,

Your name was given to me by Ariane Bonzon, who I met in 
Lusaka, when she interviewed myself and my husband in 
connection with the release of South African ANC leaders.
I am collecting material for a book on the exile experience 
of South Africans, and would like to come to Paris this 
month, if possible. Ariane suggested that you might be 
interested in the subject of exiles, and possibly make 
some suggestions about people to see.

She also said that you might be able to help me to get 
in touch with Gerard Sekoto.

I am a South African writer living in exile, and a member 
of the ANC. If this is a nuisance to you, please do 
not heiitate to say so.
Yours sincerely

Hilda Bernstein



Phone: 0981-550-466 Old House Farm 
Dorstone
Herefordshire HR3 6BL

23 July 1990
Dear Lai (?) Margo,

I cant quite decipher your first name in your signature. Thank you for 
your letter; I have been travelling around a bit, which delayed a 
reply.

I net Elias in Lusaka when he and the others cane there after their 
release. I had arranged to send copies of the book to all of them,
Elias included. I hope they arrived, but it was good of you to order 
a copy for him. He tells everybody that I was responsible for bringing 
him into political life, but never adds that this resulted in 25 
years in jail. I tend to think he would had arrived at the same course 
of action even if he had never chanced upon the Cp on the City Hall 
steps.

My {jusband Rusty says he knew your father.

That probably was Patrick who gave you stomach ache. And that was our 
house. It ended up smashed by drug-taking students - I actually saw 
a couple, of phtographs of what they did; hope that was after you left.

I am at present researching material for a book on the exile experience 
of South Africans. I want to come to France later on this year to 
interview Breytenbach and any other stray SBoth Africans that can be 
found. I have already done interviews in Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe, 
and many here in Britain, and recently in Germany. The point about 
going to differnBt countries - apart from the fact that I like 
travelling - is that the host country in which the exiles settle 
influences their perceptions of their tine in exile.

Are youan exile or an immigrant? And would you be prepared to be 
interviewed? And are you in touch with any other exile South 
Africans i8n France? I would probably go to Paris, but would be 
prepared to travel elsewhere if it would provide ne with good material. 
This sounds very mercenary, but time and particularly monmey are 
limited. Anyway, as you say, it v/ould be nice to meet.

Thank you for good remarks about the book. Writers need constant boosts 
to their ego.

Good wishes,

Hilda Bernstein



23 July 1990

Dear Lai (?) Margo - 
I casnt quite decipher your first name

Old House Farm 
Dorstone
Herefordshire, HR3 6BL
0981r-550—466 xn the



8 ave Albert Bedouce 
31400 TOULOUSE 
Tel : 61 55 20 23

11th June 1990

Dear Hilda Bernstein,

In December 1989, while visiting my father Lionel 
Margo in Johannesburg I had the chance to meet one of your old 
comrades, Elias Motsoaledi who had just been released from 
prison. We had a chat about people, politics and the ANC and 
those dark years towards the end of the sixties and beyond when 
all opposition in SA seemed to be crushed. Having received the 
South African Review in France, I asked him if he had read your 
book. He said no, but that he would very much like to. So I 
ordered it on my return to France, and am sending it him this 
week through a friend. He is by the way, very alert and 
combative and full of a warm humour, as is his wife and the 
different unknown people we met in his house.

I just finished reading your book by the way, and it 
brought back lots of memories for me, as well as filling in 
some of the holes in my political upbringing. I was born in 
1949 and started university in 1966, thus arriving after the 
various trials you describe and in a sort of political vacuum 
following the state repression. I had the chance during this 
time to meet the Schermbruckers and it was through Leslie 
Schermbrucker that I happened upon N’ 54 Regent Street which 
was condemned for demolition, and managed to rent it on a month 
to month basis. I lived there with about seven fellow students 
for a year or so, then left in a hurry for England. While 
living there, I remembered or thought I remembered a childhood 
event which left a marked impression on me. If all this seems a 
waste of time to you, I understand, please skip it and excuse 
me.

Here's what I remembered. I was enrolled at Mrs Barnett’s 
kindergarten in the old Scout Hall. One day I was invited by a 
little friend Patrick to come and play at his house just behind 
the school grounds. We got into an apricot tree and ate a lot 
of ripe and unripe fruit, after which I had a very bad stomach 
ache for a day or so. Leslie thought it might have been your 
house and your apricot tree and your son. Was it ?

In closing, may I say that I found your book fascinating 
and heartwarming, even though these days it is hard to know 
what to think about politics, other than that new dreams have 
to be invented. Best wishes to you and your family. I hope some 
day that I shall have the chance to meet you. In the meantime, 
carry on writing.
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