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BACKGROUND TO HiE "FUH CONSCRIPTION" CAMPAIGN. (ITEM 1 OF THE MINUTES)

There has been disappointment in, and rejection by the Churches of the 

1983 amendments to the Defence Act which allow alternative service only 

to Objectors who are religious pacifists. All other conscientious objectors

will be sentenced to lon'i terms of imprisonment.

J

The Prime Minister consistently linked conscription of coloured and indian 

men to the inclusion of the coloured and indian communities in the Parliament 

set up under the 1983 Constitution Act. It seems inevitable that conscription 

for these groups will be gradually introduced.

South Africa's occupation of Namibia is illegal and when the Namibia question 

is settled the need for a massive military establishment in South Africa 

will be a direct consequence of the failure of the S.A. government to find 

political solution to political problems and to provide justice for all 

the people of this country. The wai fought here- will be a civil war.

These facts are grounds for many to object, in conscience to fighting in 

the S.A.D.F.

For all these reasons th;- Black Sash decided at its 1983 National Conference 

to call for an end to all military conscription in South Africa. This 

call has been taken up by the Conscientious Objectors'Support Groups, 

some student organisations and some Church Organisations. Joint Working 

groups have been set up in Cape Town, Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Pretoria,

Port Elizabeth and Johannesburg. More Church involvement is needed and it is 

hoped that Church assemblies and synods will eventually pass resolutions 

calling for an end to conscription. Much preparatory work needs to be 

done in the field of public education on the issue.

Justice and Reconci 1 iat.ion and Board? of Social Responsibility are urged by the 

Provincial board of Justice and Reconciliation to involve themselves in this 

work. Some material is enclosed for your information.



jJGIf Process of Militarization of the South 
Wfrican State
C t i

jPAncfl the late 6G's the influence of the military on tho State and on society 

his increased.Thia procooa of militarization has come to bo 8een as on

acceptable and necessary solution to this country's problems.We therefore see 

an incrcarinn influrnce of th,- military nvcr poll tical, social, educational end 

economic affairs of the state - one which is likely to grow us the struggle 

between the people and those in pouor intensifies.

The Growth of the Military and its Influence on the State
t

The growth of thu SADF occured directly alongside the growth of the resistance

movements.Thus in 1961,the year the armed struggle was launched,Defence

Minister,Jim Fouche called cn ell white mothers "to give up their sons in

defence of their land." In the four year period which followed,the vdefence

budget increased by over 5 times so that by 1964/5 it was 2 1 percent of' the ’ 

total budget.

J
With the advent of liberation struggles throughout Southern Africa,the ballot

system was insufficient to cope with the growing threat.So in 1967 univenaal

conecription was introduced for all white males botwaen the ages of 17 and 

65 years.

Up until the late 1960's the SAP remained the major security force patrolling 

the South African and Namibian borders.However by the early 1 9 7 0‘s it became 

clear that the SAP could not cope,so the transfer of control in Northern 

Namibia shifted to the SADF and was completed by 3une 1974.The SAP then 

patrolled the S.A. border and took resposibility for the grouirQ internal 

conflict.Some units of the SAP were seconded to the SADF eg: Koevobt.

The victories of Frelimo in Mozambique(l975) and the NPLA in Angola(l975) 

were significant for they provided SWAPO,the A N C ,2ANU,and ZAPU with inspira

tion and encouragement.In particular the defeat of the SADF by the KPLA in 

Angola in 1975,was partly instrumental in raising the political consciousnesa 

of many oppressed people in S.A.The country-wide resistance which began on 

Oune 16,1576 was influenced by this d e f e a t .Perhaps more importantly the MPLA 

and Fralimo victories offered the possibility of support for SWAPO and the 

Alic.These factors lead the government to increase the length of national 

service for all coscripteas.

Ths nature of the"currant-crisis" and in particular the changing balance of 

forces in Southern Africa necessitated a rapid expansion in the size and 

operational role of the SADF.The riae to power of the Minister of Defence,



(P.'w.bothu) to premiership should i^t be underestimated.This process uiao 

seminal in strengthening the htirid of the in.il itaty and in institutionalizing 

its role within the Cxecutivo.Power has become centralized directly under tha 

Prime Minister,with the Cabinnt's rol o if doci nion making being reduced.Most 

of its functions lut/3 Dean a:;s umcd by six Cabinet Committees (State Security, 

Finance,Economics,Internal Affairs,WaJfare and Legislation and Parliamentary 

Affairs.) which are answerable only to the Prime Winister.These committees a/*- 

composed of the respective Cabinet ministers and an unspecified number of the 

Prime Minister's appointees including military officers and business men.

The State Security Council

This council exists both as a Cabinet Committae and os a separate security 

council effectively above the Cabinet Committee*. It has become the most 

influential body in political decision making.Since 1977 it has been respon-' 

siblb for co-ordinating all areas of State policy and since 1979 it haf, been 

responsible for planning,giving directives to and co-ordinating the actvities 

of fifteen interdepartmental cnmmittees/In addition military advisors sit oh 

all fifteen interdepartmental committees and on most public commissions, 

eg? Wiehan Commission.The militarization of the State is further indicated 

by the placement of military personnel in a number of key positions » 

eg: former Defence Minister P.tii.Botha now Prime Minister*

farmer Chief of SADF., Magnus Malan,now minister of Defence.

former deputy minister of Defonce,Kob»e Coetzee,now minister of Justice^

The country has been divided into nine military regions,each under the 

control of military advisors.

Total Onslaught and Total Strategy

Together with the rise to power of the military in the Government,has been 

the dnvelopment of the "Total Strategy" Ideology.

According to "Total Strategy" South Africa is facing a "Total Onslaught" 

froo Russis,Communists,Hostile States and International Terrorism.To countar 

the "tot&0 onslaught" - o total strategy is envisaged which involves eweryona,

"South Africa i 3 today involved in total uar.The 

war is not only an area for this soldier.Everyone 

is involved and has a role to p l a y .”

General Malan.

and which covers euery aspect of life:

General Malan explained t

"Total s t r a t e g y  should encompass the State,the private sector,

nrlvote sector -d i n 'om-icy,c o mmerce.industry and
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The Conscientious Objectors* Support Groups
rntS centres of South Africa. There are established . \
COSGs in Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town and new COSGs In Prttorla, > 
Hetermarltzburg and Port Elizabeth. *

up t0 Support t0s and t0 with the
S I *  * 4^^nat.,e service provisions for all COs. The new legis-

hil 2 a n « p r r stc tnrrdt- e Se™ ice 0n1y for reli9ious objectors and in 
'ha C O S C s i i S 2 ? » £  ;e ri U V ° " s objectors from political objectors. —  . 
« ! l * &  £  !  y S3'* rejected this legislation because It H w

2 3 * * that they “ nnot simp,y « R “
" t a r  ■ - -  ■ ■

1jS years the COSGs have developed an increasingly d e a r  < * 
understanding of the militarisation of South African society and have —  * 
•ncrcasingly isen the neeJ to oppose this in all its forms.

-OSGs particularly cp^o^e:

t>.o SADFs * It;, i* i ;.,)u >o-. o t Namibia

the.* Sa’.JF̂  roir in carrying out the state repression, for example 
in fciiX)Vuis, in cordoning off of townships like Lamontville, etc.

- the SAuFs ro’e in ?*AgUbJX>r*na countries toUtch W a b  l e d  b o

’ tvuii r e s p o n s i b l e  c<esfoloili5ob<on,

thu S/.DFs role in shaping the ideology of "Total Strategy" and I 
its role in propagating this id ^logy by its Involvement In
schcois and action pronranjiies.

!-'fchvay a f G.Un ^ :td ■ ,tion‘ ’x rh- rBi1ltansation of South Africa
•ill i tary pi^ysP " or}̂ cto‘ » ’ &) educating people about the role the

The Co&siiit*Ujn and Conscription
U,a ,, !W cor*st^ut1onal plan for South

. ;em e. , ,i, t.n> <>lr.n was accepted by "white" South Africa.

atteaDtJtoS<Sore l,dVt 'Jear1> understood this plan to be an

W p 5 - . - S ; « « ,s S M v f t K & £ * % ‘« t1on* •)ew sham 'rKihtc* t State. This co-option confers a
of conscription! are then u5ed «  justifications for extension

•i^ntiin^th^n ,UIJ lr, *-i.Jt oim or tne Government's aims 1n imple*

t t e X  ’5 *° draw •£»""«<*• “"<1 Indian people into • 

u 'e l>unsvaal (September 1983) discussed
m e  extension or co...'•.notion iu these grovn:;. F.W. do Klerk the Tran^wAni

^  “ '*• ■»“ ««■» ask a win to fight for his .
n:,-«nLl • Vi'.c ' the of the "o« dispensation is the
uarantee that co»curedi and Indians wjll tiet voting rights. It follows that

. M i L n s r r b" J u 2s. r in  i y * M•/□ligations to oefend these r.ghts.



j* ■' ' 
Because COSG believes that the so called external threat and the 'Total 
Onslaught* is in fact a civil war where South Africans are called to fight 
South Africans,it is calling for a campaign to end the conscription of whites 
and to oppose the forthcoming conscription of "Coloureds" and Indians.

In addition, COSG believes that people should choose whether they want to defend 
this country or not: in World War II South Africa re1ied entirely on volunteers 
and could do so because it was clear that the war was just.

The Black Sash resolution at its conference this year has stimulated a 
campaign to end conscription. This call to end conscription is being taken 
up by the C0$£s who are in the process of inviting organisations to join 
"Ant1-Conscrfjption Committees" in the major centres. It is quite clear that 
the demand to end conscription will not be met by the state* but that does 
not mean that the demand should not be made. The campaign provides scopfe for 
education around the issue of conscription and for the extension of the 
oppositional support base. It is a demand that can be supported by liberal 
organisations, church leaders and church groups and by progressive organisations. 
The very fact that the demand can not be met can be used to demonstrate to people 
what conscription is there for.

The demand to end conscription is a demand for a profoundly changed South 
Africa, where people are no longer powerless and hungry. It is a demand for 
a society where young men are no longer called on to fight their brothers 
in defence of an unjust system - it is a demand for a society where the people 
shall govern.



"Total Strategy" is wuged f*c?t oni y at the lnvei of fighting but also at tha „ 

ideological laveUjtfilitary leaders have increasingly emphasised the non- 

militery aspects* of tha war which has boen described as 8 C% socio-economic 

and only 20% military.

"If ua lose tha socio-economic struggle,then 

wo need not even bother to fight the milit&ry cne"

General Boshoff

Part of this has meant launching a "hearts and minds" campaign to win the 

support of all sections of the population.Towards this end the SADf is 

projected as

" the neutral forco which ensures that the 

internal policies of this country can be 

Borted out"

(Yet this attempt becomes more futile os the SADf takes on the tesks ?f the 

SAP in repressing internal conflict)

The "hoarts and minds"campaign Is waged through various a v e n u e s , such aai

- Civic Action Programme

- Bonus Bonds

- Southern Cross Fund

- the media.

A Militarized Economy
In I ' i l l  P.W. B o t n a ,than Minister of Defance,proclaimed that part of S A D F 1*

stratogy wae to "guarantee ....... frae enterprise." Tha natura of the SADF'.*

task,* began to be seen 38 a provision of security for the economy, ’ f r ye 

enterprise" and the private s e c t o r .Suddenly gone were the implication# of 

the SADF upholding Afrikaner domination.White minority rule and Apartheid. 

Any form of resistance to South Africa*& policy of Apartheid come to be 

seen as p-srt of the "sets of aggression against the Republic".The well known 

example of calling for economic sanctions against South Africa,came to be 

seen not ee an act of non-violent action against Apartheid,but es "Economic 

Sabotage".

From this point on a "co-ordinated strategy1' started d e v e l o p i n g ,  "winning the 

hearta and minds" of the private sector und individual business entrepeneurs



Looking at certain aspnct * uf orr m-r.noi‘;y is n real t f.tic way of" examining 

how militarised SA has bucoma.

Tha following graph giuao some id*.ia of the spiralling btato expenditure 

on the Deforce force!

2 500
2,000

73 74 75 70 77 78 7 9 8 0 81 82 83

It will ue noticed that the SAD!" budgat. ;-,an increased 860# ower the past 10 

yeare!

The 1983/84 Budget. stands at a ataqgerir.c, billion - over 15^ of S A’s

total budget.Tb -3 war in Nani hie coats* 55 P H32Q mi 1 lion.This amount ie DOUBLE 

UiMat is allocated for HOUi I f.r.. In t t.u SAOr woe allowed to overdrew its

budget by R40G million.



The Private Sector

In 1977 leading business figures and top tanking military persons as we i l’as 

government officials met at n conference Jointly choired by Ian Mac Kenzie, 

Standaed Bank Chairperson,end Major General Neil Webster.All delegates usre 

asked to sign an agreement not to disclose details of the conference.(In 

accordance with the Official Secrecy Act)

However, in a statement on the intention of this conference it was stated 

that they"were brought together in on attornpt to find solutions for the 

critical problems encountered by both sides in the fipld of manpower 

planning.............'*

The Defence Force also has reedy access to business methods used in trfa 

private sector.Top industrialists like Gavin Relly(Angio.Am.),Dick Go b s  

(S.A. Breweries) etc serve on the Defence Advisory Council.In 1979 when it 

was rumoured then that all was not well with ARMSCOR.* s management,Hohr^

Mareo was seconded and now solves S 3 the Executive Vice-Chairman.

Two pieces of legislation are important to understand how much the private 

sector has been drawn into cn-operating with the SADFi

— Nationel Supplies Procurement Act — which in a crisis situation puta 

industry at the disposal of the SADF.

-National Key Points Act(l9B0) - this makes it illegal to publish 

information relating to security at these "key points”.Certain industries 

are designated as "key points'*.

were ful.ljf co-operating with the government by allowing the SADF to 

provide its security system.

ARMSCOR

According to Cmdt.Piet Marais,Chairman of ARPISCOR,its aim is to " ......

manufacture arms at the lowest possible cost"

It has assets worth over R12 billion and is the third largest industrial 

group in South Africa.

It i8 the biggest arms industry in the Southern Hemisphere and 10th largest 

in the world.

In 1982 it produced and sold arms worth R14 billion.

ARMSCOR has a working relationship with private enterprise.Up to 60JC of its 

production is contracted out to the private sector,with 50 main contractors, 

400 6ub— contractors and about 1500 firms which keep the war machinery running.



j r oil., i>. /sMUjf jf, . i.... ...... or.t > t >1 j :,ii South Africa f>* a major anj>s

t‘<por*-.0r on th„ intprnnl i nn.il irw.,L.« At .,•> nrrna uxthibition in Greece in

. .th A f i , u uia j i.jir btjccuus) u i , ̂ nd attracted considerable attention

,'tjl the Greek Government intorvenod.

; W ‘"'-Q if' mif,d thuL inriuslf' '-t •'•nor.'it : ny with the 5A0F goes into areas 

‘■’; rh  U S  f  o o c ** transoort, roirwuni (-;i ti o n ,  admi ni^tration and t r a i n i n g ,  « e  begin t o  

■iljso tho 3 erj°u8 implication thie has for SA society.

i^r people cannot be assured that they are doing an ordinary bit of work.

■MbtOR'a involvement in the private sector raises a deep moral question for

•- a l^rge aajority of workers in SA. Thera can no longer be any doubt that the

tary wing of industry has spread its tentacles into all aspects of*South 

African life.

nor.I Support and Nuclear Implications

leanings toward and easy to . substantial loan from

I.H.t. have enabled th. gouu,nmant la- further deuelop its military 

-rr. Lr-gi ea and equipment ! eldence of this j, th, p u b jic riiaf,lay» of th.

strike craft, tanks, usapono and most re,cant revolution that it had

irs.i tho plana and export! so to construct the revolutionary "EXOCET"*
- ‘ 1 1 0 -

■ ■ -ncial support will no doubt go a long way in assuring the completion of 

i --t'T j , P j I indaba and VaJindaba nuclear installations. Already SA haa at 

>,u...il the technxqueCbought from the Western world - U.S.A. & France)

,il,i i h e 8 9 nUCl90r P««ta.Th. Meat's expertise will also be available for 

■ ■ time (± SOyears) to maintain these installations.

-lin d i b a , b u i l t  to enrich Uranium*the maturial required for nuclear fission,

* ch 3A has an abundant supply) is scheduled for completion in 1984 and

supply thw assentiel requirement tor nuclear power - AND
' -icar weaponry !

i o n o a  tf.a expertise is available and could easily be uaed to enable 

•ction of « nuclear bomb.7he possibility of harbouring nuclear weapon

" V  thoulvri no lcn9tr h° 9pon as something remotely taking piece in

r0< and E u r o p e a n  SA doas produce these weapons there can be no mistake 

these would be aean as a countermeasure to the "total onslaught."

-ad by A rgentini a againrt flrillan,



In the curi'pnt world political climate? SA would otrongly bo urged to defend 

herself - and the ulcstorn world.As yet 5A ip not subject to'periodic incpectia 

by a panel of nuclear exporta. SA ia a non-signatory of the Nuclear Non- 

Proliferation T r e a t y .Apart from the possibility of accidents in these 

installations ,ue must sure)/ tromblo nt the thought of nuclear power in 

the hand 3 of people whose approach has became aa militarised as it is.

Questions

' )  u i h . t  i .  t h .  . l 9 n i r i c . n c .  o r  t h .  i n c I , . . l n g  U n k e  B . t „ . . n  t h <  , t . t <  < n d  _ 

military? Doea this hawa any implications for you ? 

2) W«ve you aa*n th. aff.ct of total atratagy m  your o r g a . U a t i o n ?  
How? »

3)

4)

How do you raapond to tha incr^a.ing Oafanca budgat?

What do you think can be dona to counteract the incraaaing militaristic- 
of our society?

What do you think the stataa position on nuclear armament ia?

The SADF and Education
R e a d  t h e  f o l l o w m c j  t w o  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  \ / £ W S . > 4  ( w o o t b p e  

o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  b d t x r a t i o n  I J n i o n  o f  S o o t h  . A f r i c a ) ,

Questions

1 > «r. you ,bl. t0 i a m t l r y  ar>as of s# o r _ t n f l u m c t  ^  . x p . t l t n c e „

Y ur org.nii.tion p.rticlp.t. ln a..y.tlfyin0 SAOF. prop.g.nd.?
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Putting the glory into dying foi ihe fatherland: 
how white education prepares the youth lor war

JN W H IT E  schools the military is operating  
o n  fa rttcu U rly  fertile ground, l u  ro le has not 
been  to  win hearts and m inus’ u  ir. black 
schools. bu t rather to  steer h ta r u  arid m inds 
and bodies in the rght d irection.

W hite pupil* live in an environm ent w here 
television, radio, the pre*s, bonus bonds, 
photo-stories. arid advertising all len d  to  
t i r o s  the  virtues of the S A D F. M any pupils 
have b ro thers and even fathers do ing m ilii'iiy 
service and are fa te d  with this p ro sp ect 
ihtm selves.

liven those from liberal families h tv e  the 
P I -P i  view that the S '^ O F  is a ‘sh ield  lev 
protect Souih Africa from  aggression ar d 
v io le n c e ’. Few c ritic a l a lte rn a tiv e*  a re  
presented  and therefore roost w hite pupils, 
w hatever their feelings about the  govern
m ent, have a ttitudes t o  the  S A D F  which 
r_ r , • fiorn unquestioning, patrio tism  to  
r t - l  c J  •scceptance.

S c b w ils

O n e  a rea  where the effects of im lilam itH W  
'• ' e b een  fell is in the vcH  schools in the 
. . ivaal The veld Schools' p rog ram m e was 
: ; ..-u n  1972 and h is  expanded  rapidly in 
: '  ■ ;m re  then. T here  are n ow  11 veld 
i , i j\  w*-.;ch ca te r  for 70 (KX) pupil* and 
, - ^ h c r s  r rm u liy . T ie  cam ps are fo r Stan- 

Vs S'Ki 8 * and a te  d iv ided Hy sex and 
i . -  ^ a r r .  'jrad ^ rsh ip  cam ps ate also run.

T - jc h o ils  have b scn  widely c rilic jsed  for
> -u n-tl cn.-ironmentfil considerations and ,
: f . i .  f-.irig U itd  ’0  p ropagate  nghlw ing 

; i v: "as The param ilitary  aspect o f  the 
iu  Fceti p a n ic u 1 at!y m arked . C ir- 

c arc  sent to  p a ten ts  telling th em  th a t 
..y n e d  not be afraid o f their c h ild re o b e -  
,, , i t:.c b i:'h  because , at all the  veld 

r ’te o ls .  there a re  m ilitary units nearby  to  
■. : „ a  them .

I .<; d i / i  program m e starts at 5 K*am. T he 
i am.' early aJu rn o o ris  consist o! 

s’.**puc is physical activities. T h e  la te  after* 
r,i o: s and  evenings are fiMtd with lectures, 
d i .c u s 'io iu  and Films stressing the n eed  for 
physical and m of?1 p re p a r 'iin e ss . At night 
pu p il: have lo  stand guaM  duty.

•\ Johannesburg C ollege o f Fducaiicm  
n ;>or: ou the  vel-J schools fiuted: ‘W e 
- b s r r v e d  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  c u td o o i  
i" .‘i  t tK U  and skills to  b e  very m uch  secon- 
wary to  iruiilary-style survival at the expense 
o f  tb s  veld, secondary  alsou> ihe  p ropagation  
c f  rt»Jif<css against th e  envisaged total 
c . 'I :  jg h i.' tn  all activities tight reg im en ta tion  
an d  d..- a p lin c  u  m ain tained  and pupils w ho 

il ey s .e  *eveiely punished

1 !-t I i^h num ber o f serious injuries, bmi 
. e ’.h iu a in g  physical stra in  a n d  excessive 
j '. ipl e have ted a  nu m b er of p u p fs , 

f  x e n t s  «r.J schools to  c o m p l in  lo  th e  T ran - 
•v a il t x ’ calion D tp a n m e n l In add ition . 
,h * re  has been vocal opposiiition  f to m  Hie 
rr~ i» , the  T rsm v a,:’ T each ers  A ssociation  

i „ r  l the  J.>hat" irstm rg CcTkge o f  E d u ca tio n ,

In response to  Ihis m o un ting  p ressu re  th e  
TED h as  a g re e d  to  im p le m e n t c e r ta in  
re fo rm ! w hich will d e c re a se  th e  m ilitary and  
(■optical in p u ' anci a l io  im p ro v e  ta fe ty
m easure*.

Gui Unce prô t amines
A re p o rt from  Ihe H u m a n  S c ie n c e s  

R esearch  C ouncil suggested  in 1981 that 
gu idanc*  p ro g ram m es cou ld  h e lp  pupils with 
p ro b lem s relating  to  th e ir  na tiona l sen d ee .

In Ime w ith this suggestion , guidance 
cen tre s  h a v t fo rm ed  m uch  c lo ser links with 
th e  S A D I'. All w hite schools partic ip a te  in . 
th e  reg istra tion  of pupils lo r  th e  S A D F . A c
co rd in g  lo  th e  U niversity  o f C ap e  T ow n’s |  
C a ie e n  G u id a n ce  U nit, c a re e rs  gu id an ce , f 
pa rticu larly  a) A frikaans schools, aim s to  en- 
c cu ra g e  |>upils to  tak e  c a re e rs  n eed ed  by th e  
economy and th e  p e rm an en t fo rce . A t m any 
schools the  S A D F  has s ta rted  pa rtic ip a tin g  iri 
c a re e rs  guidance evenings.

Y o u th  p r r p e r t d n e s s
Y outh  p rep ared n ess is « co m p u lso ry  w eekly 

sub jec t at governm en t sch o o ls in th e  T ran- 

svaa t. ihe  O F S  arid th e  C ap e . T h e  p ro g ram 
m es stress civic du ties, pa trio tism  and m oral 
p reparedness.

T h e y  slsn increasingly involve a  m ilitaristic 
em phasis F o r ccam p le , th e  C ap e  syllabus in 
c ludes talks by form er pup ils on  military se r
vice 't o  inspire Ihe boys’ and  discussions on 
th e  arm y, navy an d  a irfo rce .

Sonw  I ngilsh schoo ls co n tin u e  lo  ignore 
the militaristic aspect o f  llie syllabus, bu t this 
is increasingly difficult as in specto rs are 
b to n iitig  m o re  vigilant in ensuring ihai 
d ep artm en ta l guidelines a re  carried  ou t.

D i r e c t  S A D F  i n p u t  i n t o  Y o u t n  
P rep ared n ess p ro g ram m es is considerab le . • 
Hor exam ple, in June 1982, O e n e ra l M agrius 
Malar- skid th a t in th e  C ap e  Peninsular Ihe 
S A D F  nad visited 33 schools over th e  Iasi five 
m o n th s at Ihe inv ita tion  of schoo l principals.

T h e  S A D F  also  organ ises national essay 
writing com p etitio n s for schoo ls on  lop ics 
such a s  ’W hy I am  in favour o f N ational se r
vice’.

in m ost Staffroom s and  sc h o o l libraries, it is 
com pulso ry  to  disp lay  ed itio n s o f th e  arm y 
n<ws!etie> an d  uniform  She S A D F  also en-v 
cou rag es schools to  o rgan ise  fundraising  c o n - 
c i r t s  for the  ‘boys on  th e  b o rd e r’.

C a d e t s
I h r  »ica w h rre  the g ro w th  o f  ihe m ilitary 

p resen ce  has b een  m o st m ark ed  has b een  in 
c a d r l  p ro g ram m es In 1975. 56 300 pupils 
look  part in cad e ts  T o d ay  th ere  are ne*rly
forty !»mes this n u m b e r  en ro lled .

S ince 1978 Ihe c ad e t syllabus has been  
c lo s e ly  l in k e d  to  lh a l  o f  Ih e  Y o u th  
P reparedness p ro g ram m e. G re a te r  em phasis 
has been  p laced on  th e  'ph ilo sophy  beh ind  
cadet train ing ' T his involve* discussions on 
various form* o f w arfare , on  the  "total 
onslaught’, as well as th e  physical practice  of 
drilling and shooting.

U niform ed c a d e ts ,  now  com pulso ry  for
b o y s ' l l  all g o v ern m en t sch o o ls in South 
A frica, while m ost p riv a te  schoo ls also p a r
tic ipate.

H ow ever, th e re  a re  still C onsiderable  d if
fe rences am ongst sch o o ls  in th e  im p le m e n t  
lion  of the  ac tual c ad e t syllabus. In som e 
schools girls also p a rtic ip a te  in drill and 
shooting  exercises M an y  schools send pupils 
to  cadet leadersh ip  c am p s w hich are  run  tn 
the school holidays. These acquain t pupils 
w ith all aspects o f  a rm y  training.

O n e  o f the  p ro b lem s in th e  im plem en tation  , 
’o f the  ra d c t syllabus has b een  the  shortage o f j 
leadei cadet o fficers H o w ev er, ihe SA D I is 
now  taking m easu res to  rem ed y  this situation 
M ost m ale teach e rs , beg inn ing  th en  m ilitary 
service after ih cy  have qualified , are posted  

to  the Infantry S chool in O u lsh o o rn  where 
they  are tra ined  in c ad e t leadersh ip . 1 eachers 
are  oflen  keen lo  p a rtic ip a te  because ihis 
usually exem pls th em  fro m  cam ps afier they 
have finished their m ilitary  service.

Ih e  a ltitude o f  m ost pupils to  cadets is a c 
cep tan ce . In 1980 at a C a tho lic  high school. 
C B C . a group  o f  b lack  pupils w ere e x p e n d  
lo r  refusing to  d o  cad e ts . In cases u h c re  
Jchova 's  W itnesses re luse  lo  d o  cadets , Ihe 
au thorities generally  h a n d le  Ihe m ailer m ore 
delicalcly.

M ost boys have a fairly positive a ltitude lo  
cadets. I heir ideas a b o u t the  m ihiary arc 
g o v e rn rd  hv the  increasingly  m ih lanstic  
m ihi au m w hich ihes live, while the fuel ih.it 
Ihey u til be liable lo r  severa l years m ililars 
service lends lo  co n d itio n  th e ir accep tan ce  of 
cad e t training as a usefu l, il som etim es u n 
pleasant. escrcivc.

D espite  the lacl Ihai c o n ce rn  is being c v  
pressed  about Ihe grow ing m ilitarisation nl 
Ihe schools, the S A D F  and  ihe  education  
d ep artm en ts  have sh o w n  no  inclination  lo  
hali thi* p ro cess  In s tead , they  have m ade 
every elf.iri lo  intensify Hs p a ce  and to  e m u re  
g re a te r  minim al u n ifo rm ity  in its im plem ent** 
lion.

I he SA D I sees Ihis as necessars in o rd e r lo 
increase the levs o f  m ilitary  training so that 
boys, and lalcr g irlv  will b e  able lo undergo 
Ihe rapid  transition  to  being ready  for c o m 
bat.

R*?



A shut in
Programme and the SADF in black educct;.*

« lih snakes co in ing  o;:i of h u  m outh with ihc

The Civic Action
) I t  B A S IC  aim  o f C ivic Action, apalt from 
isting th e  Black m an  in v in o u s f.ekb is lo 
-ject a n  im age o f  th e  soldier as « m an of 
ion. b u t w ho is n e v rr th e le s i« friend of the 
ick m an  and  who is prepared  lo dclentl 
1 . W e w ant the  N ational Servicem en to 
ch th e  Black m an whiist his rifle it 
tding in th e  co rner o f  the classroom ,' (M a- 
G e n e ra l C harles Lloyd)

Since 1980 the S A D F t Civic A ction 
'g ram m e has expanded  its activities by 
r 3 U r M. I l i t r e  Hre now  nearly 1,500 Civic 

;io n  p e rso n n e l in S o u th  A f ik a  am i 
nibia I hey woik is teachers (tpp rox- 
tely JOt.)), doctors, dentists, agricultural 
iso rs . u n iv e rs ity  le c tu re r s ,  sp o r ts  
m isers and  vets
he C ivic A ction Program m e d  ap) was 
in itiated  if, the  early  I9?0s m Nam ibia, 

ch publicity has b een  given tn  «» activities 
e in S A D F  propaganda  ynd the cornm tr- 
p rrs i .  I h e  collapse o f civil adm inistration 

m ean t that, despite  opposition, the 
l>F'< ability lo  con tro l public facilities has 
ft virtually unlim ited. 
dM tus, a  S A D F  m outhpiece . desoiibed 

S \ i ) l  i  C iv ic  A c tio n  ac tiv ities in 
m bia as involving giving agricultural ad 
•. p rov id ing  teach ers , fostering a love for 
t  an d  encourag ing  C hristianity (June 
*>-
Hr^iUc iiniiied success amongst th ; San 
ishiTien-) people in areas of Caprivi, the
> generally appears to  have been •  diircvii 
■Jie in winning the 'M eans and Minds' of 
N amibian people.
h ere  a re  two reasons for this, firstly , as 
h b ishop  H urley put i f  ‘Local ccm -

nities d o  not w ant lo  co-opera te  with the 
,y w hich they  distrust ’ (Lvemng Post, 
y 17. 1983). Secondly, as Col M artins of 
S A D F  expiessed  it (referring  to Ovam - 

T n i  no t sure th e  h e a r ts  and M inds 
legy d o es m jc lt  good because of th? large 
n b e rs  o f  S W A P O  th e re . ' (F in an cia l 
nes. F e b  12. 1982)
? in  R u r a l  A re a s '.
i  the ru ra l a reas in &outh Africa, ihe C sp ’s 
t  is to  'secu re  the  goodwill and co
n a tio n  o f  the  local populace  or minimise 

success o f  guerilla incursions’ (Lioyd). It 
.clive in ail the  hom elands’ (independent 
o therw ise) H ere  th e  p e tsonnel also con- 
s o f teach ers , agricultural a d /tso n  and 
d ical officers.
)nly in K w aZulu have there  been reports 
m y  resistance  to  the SA D F  from  the local 
,-iulatkm'. th e re  have also been  a num ber 
conflicts be tw een  the  C ap  and Inkatha. 
r ex am p le , in I9H0 Inkath? protested  
insi the  en lo rccd  w earing of unifotm s by 

d ier-tcachers. A ccord ing  to  Buthelcii:
.is c re a tc i  q u a lm s of conscience for Blacks 
■t ap p ears that th e  p ropaganda  value o f the 
incise »  m ore of a  priority  tnan  a genuine 
%h to  he lp  fo r hum an ita rian  lem ons' (H and 
.ily M ail. Jan  21. 19*0).
J tl .e r  C a p  activ ities in th e  rural aress in 
ide giving nnU u.'y exhibitions and dia- 
ju tin g  p io p -g ^ m li  pam phlets. For exam- 

in K w aN delie le  teccn ily , ifiousands of
fWfSli’r'i*, w r -  - '•'•tt’ih i. fM  *t* • ■ '

caption, ‘D o n 't listen to  the evil talk o f 
t r o u b le -m a k e r s .  It !$ p o is o n o u s ’, a n d  
prom oting th e  S A D F . A no ther had a picture 
of a soldier po in ting  to  a m 'a ’ie field with the 
c a p tio n . ' I hr. South  A frican soldier I.tips you 
grow  th e n ’.)

A no ther im portan t ;ole o f  the  C ap  .n ihe 
ru ral a reas is lo  assist w ith the iccn iitm en t o f 
A frican m ales in to  Ihe SA D F or tw ntustan 
units In South  A frica  there  are now 5 
A frican b a tta lions based in Ihe rural areas l o  
m eet its m anpow er needs and to  prom ote  its 
tn u h i-rau a l im age the S A D F  has relied in
creasingly on  b la .k  rcc rc itm tn ! By !98.». 
* 'r ., o< us o p era tio n a l forces were black 
(Sunday Lxpress, M ay 30 tV82).
C a p  in U rb a n  A ie a s  

It r. in the u ih an  ureas that Cup now seem s 
c o n c rn t 'o te 'l  Its roles include, 
ftt.o m n b u tir ig  to  the  ideological claim s o f 
• lo ta l  S tra tegy’
•H ro ino tirit; tn e  x lra  o f  * lo ta l O nslaught’

. again-.', .South A frica ’
'• Im p ro v in g  the  im age ol the S A D F  
•  P e ifo rn iu g  an  intelligence gathering role

• C r r .a t i rg  lead ersh ip  g roups sym pathetic io  
th e  SA D I ’s aim s
ti.'jo flem ng the  g ro u n d  for the recruitm ent o f 
co lou reds an d  Indians 

In  Sou th  A lrica . as in N am ibia, there  a p 
pears to  be a c o n tn d it io n  betw een the  
S A D F 's  icnressive  ro le in the urban areas 
(cu rb 'iig  ‘u iu e s t '.  m ann ing  roadblocks, con
ducting  cofdo.;, o p e ra tio n s  and housc-to- 
h o u ie  searches) an d  ts a ttem p t io  win p e o 
ple’s h ea rts  an d  m inds. As ihe  head o f Civic 
A ction in th e  W este rn  C ap e , M ajor tfr iu , put 
it: W hile a p a r th e id  is itiil a ro u n d  th e  
credib ility  gap rem ain s large and you c an ’t 
work in it ila tion ’ B ut th is has certainly not 
p re 'e n te d  the  S A D F  fro m  forcing iu  hand.

In 1979 S A D ! teach e rs  w ere first used in 
A frican schools on  th e  R and and since than 
th ey  have  f i llc J  sh o rta g e s  in A frican , 
co lou red  mid In d ian  sc h o ' ls ir- most urban 
a r r is .  I here  has b een  w idespread opposition 
from  principals, te a c h e rs  and  parent bodies, 
ed>j>.aiionr,ts and g ro - 'p s  such as th e  C om - 
m atee  o f 10, C ossu. A /a so  and Azapo. 
L>espite this an d  a .lu m b er o f school boycotts 
over (he issue. C ivic A c tio n  teachers are be
ing used  m a g row ing nu m b er o f u rban  
schools.

I he C ap  also d istrib u tes  its publications in 
srh o o ls  lo  p ro m o te  iis im a^c and underm ine 
com m unity  le a d e n . "The W arrior’, tvhich is 
d istribu ted  in som e T ransvaal schools, carries 
a ttacks on  N clsoi, M sn d c la  and B uhop  T utu  
an d  uas a t te m p te d  to  p ro m o te  D iv id  
1 h e a th a li  in  the  W estern  C ape, ’C o n tac t’ 
p ro m o tes the S A D F  as th e  f r ie n d  o f the peo
ple ' a r d  includes freq u e n t attacks on SA CO S 
an d  G rass ro o ts  n rw sp ap e r.

S A D F  Y o u th  Curnj**
A nf.ther C ivic A ction  activity is to  take 

sc h o o k h l 'd re a  o n  visr* to  S A D F  bases 
A'J'.erc they  are  given free m ean , T - th i n  and 
Me lo id  . t the  v itiu e i ol fighim g com m unism  
n t.J  ol tjen ,*  a iiild ie f. TF.ity i f f  «okl to  
re^xwt the  p re sen ce  o f troub ie*m *kcn  to  the

Since 1976 th e  S A D F  have b een  involved W 
running you th  cam p s fo r b lack  students. In 
1982 in th e  W este rn  C a p e , 16 o f these  cam ps 
w ere held fo r c o lo u red  studen ts and 5 io. 
A fncan studen ts. Ib e se  cam ps are free «i 
usually last for 5 days. T hey  vary in r, r.A -r. 
from  25 to  600 an d  are  it&ITed by S A D F  V'>- 
sonnel. Usually ‘lead ersh ip  e lem en u  are 
selected  by th e ir principals. A ctivities mc. ;u 
films, hikes, p icn ics as well A  ‘discussion l e 
sions' and m ilitary d em onstra tions

For you n g er ch ild ren  the  C ap  o rg a m t..  
holiday p rogram m es. B right banners lo * 
music and  free  coold. inks a re  jse d  lo  C .t..

ch ild ren  to  c iiy  council p arks w here gu rcs, 
film  show s an d  d an cin g  are o ig in isw t b ,  ‘ 
S A D F . In 1982 in  C a p e  to w n  Ihese w . u  -  
ten d ed  by over 8000 ch ild ren . ( C ix / . 'c  - * 
January  t983).
Cap Sport 

IT .e C a p  a lso  involves itself in o '  
m ulti-racial sp o rt b o th  to c c im t 'f  >
support and  to  im prove th e  :. i ........ <
S A D F  am ongst sp o rtsm en  i .v t  v .

T he G o v e rn m en t F 'J  m a d -  it »' 
com pulsory  c o n sc n p tio n  will (_■" v 
p lem en ta tion  o f  the  C o n stitu tic ia .
O n e  o f th e  C ap ’s tas-is is to  p '  r < 
fo r this. M eanw hile  ‘v o m n u iy ' < . - 
o f c o lou reds and  Ind ians is bcir .2 c ‘ 
T h e  C ape  C o rp s now  r e e n r ts  ov< ' 
v icem en annuatiy . C o lo u red s a> ■ 
now  m ake u p  40%  o f  th e  Navy P . '.

Som e c o lo u re d  schools have also $• t  
U oducing cad e ts  As Sgt E!o.T *f **' . 
C o m m an d  C ad e t D e p a rtm e n t p in  il. '  , 
a re  going to  b e  in tro d u c ed  for cc !o  . , . 
Indians b u t it is no t yet official. In f. c’, 
schools have a lread y  s ta rted ...’

But as th e  S A D F  is likely to  t* r t , . - 1>  
crcasingly  in  Ihe fu tu re , th e  s '- w  • o. i;-. 
civic a c tio n  p ro g ra m m e  d o e s  no t si. j V , 
p end  on  its im p lem en ta tio n .

T he m o re  it trie s to  w in IF.t he, t i  
m inds of th e  p eo p le  th e  g re a te r  th e  o rp ..^  
tion  will be. In a  rece .it survey in C ape  i ow r, 
90%  o f the  re sp o n d en ts  gave c p p c iiii^ n  t< 
com pulsory  co n sc rip tio n  as th e ir f i t . i  rta> „n  
fo r re jecting  Ih e  g o v e rn m en t'*  co r.f’itu t ,r 
proposals. If th is is an y th in g  to  go  . », t; - 
S A D F  can  ex p ec t a  rough  ride  in t.ie  u . . ; '  
com m unities in th e  fu tu re .

S e ^ r e * \ & e f c / c t T £ -’ -

m s .
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The s tat mu north of South ATnee. era *11 struggling tu turn political indepefturnca 

into a fflore total independence^ i#hLch includes oconomir Independence. The econowlet 

o? African countries are geared to the tiusds of tha farmer colonising countries 

and to achieve economic independents they need to break their tian or dependency 

with tns industrialised c o u n t r i e s .

li > tia context the African etiites despite their differences, ere united in ti>,.. 

opp< ait.ion ta South Africa be- au'ts r,t J.te attempts t.3 create economic depends 

in Southern Africa. They also went to rid Africa of the last system based on 

minority white rule. ,

I'rior to 19/4 South Africa fait onciira in Southern Africa* The SADF ware largely 

in control of Namibia; Angola and Mocambiquu and Rhodesia all had problem# with 

resistance movements, but they were all controlled by governments that wore 

a /r.iprtthet ic to South Africa; Malawi was ruled by a pro-South African right win} 

government a-iu the economies of Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland wore so linked 

to South Africa that they totally dominated by it.

Out in 197* things chanced for South Africa, late In *h«t year there uea a 

1®• t*-w.inQ takeover in Portugal, resulting in ind^nendsnr.a for Angola and 

Mac at* bitjue.

Angola
An 30 la the tri-partit.s agreement between tha MPI.A, tha FNLA and hnita orok. 

down, resulting In th« intarnc*! confl lot between tha f*!Pl A on the one hand nnc* 1 

FNLA end Unita on the other hand. The MpLA emerged eg tha strongest. party and t *. 

South African etata wa« confronted with the proepact of having a Marxist 

government In Angole.

In lata ‘75, the SAOF invaded Angeln without consulting parliament and fought

on the aide of Unite and the FNLA to prevent a possible MPLA takeover. South

Africa learnt of thri Lnvr»eion long after the rest of the world. Unitn is atlli

active in Angola today a m  ♦ Sunday Tribune taportai "Asslstanca by tha S01

African Government. for Unita is no longer secret, Journalists are flown tc tn *

boroer to interview Savimbi or t n  report on the lelaeon nf kidnapped foreignero.
(12/12/82)

Mozambique
In Mocamhlriue there was only on*? reei*jt«*nce movement, Freiimo, which took powi < 

in 197S. Inltielly South Africa responded with a nolicy of ’Good Nelghbourlinc * 

p o i H  bly because of the etrnnn economic tiea that «x<iinted with Mocarobiqua.Thi> 

relationship has ats?adi3v dr. *,..>ri or* te- ov«r- the years,



Rnodessa/Ziinbaiowe
*n Rhodaala (Zimbabwe) at the tine that the war intensified, South africa plcy.-i 

an important rola by supplying eniis and troop* to Rhodesia. While Zanu mat sattlnr 

up beees in newly independent flocambiqua, the Rhooasian government was aetti ' -7 

up the MNRn(nocamhiqua National Resistance Movement).

When Rhodeais was finally pressurised to negotiate with guerilla laadara, Sot-h 

Africa encouraged it tiacsusH South Africa oaliovad that Biahop Muzorswa would 

win the elections. The South African and Rhodesian governments believed thair 

own propaganda to auch an BXtant that they ware totally unprepared for tha 

victory of the Patriotic front, and had no strategy ready for it.

The Present Situation
- Since 1975 SOUTH AFRICA h«sa clearly aupportsd Unita in Angola and there or: 
indications that South Africa hae a permanent military presence in Southern

- After Zimbabwe*a independence, the flNRPl moved its radic atation to tho l ' r r 

Tranavaal. f.NRfl attacks on Morambiquan oil pipn lines have affected Malawi, 

Zimbabwe and Zambia ee wall 0 1 Plocambique. Ona affect has baen that Zifrba... 

could not lessen its dnpuedctnca on South Africa for petrol.

- The Zimbabwe GovarnM&nt has acouavd Suufch Africa of repeatedly arming 1.. . 

training sx-Rhodiisiens and dissident.^.

- Lesotho hae given rafuoa to South African exilea end'meinLoinecJ an .“ .'1 -i- 

aparthaid stand in spite of itn economic dep^ndeivce on South Africa. T,»j S. 

raid on Maasru iri Oecembar 19R2 and tho closing of Lesotho's bordure In Hay * 

ware two sxampiea of South African intimidation of Lesotho. The So»stan

tnet * tho main accusation In t(jat Soutit Africa supports the Lesotho Liberc.ic'. 

Army." (2/2/03)

nther South African acta of intimidation ageinet neighbouring statue incl../'

-th* raid on Matola In Mocambique in which twelve AWC members were killed.

-the Maseru raid in which 42 diad. Nineteen Canadian doctors soy 30 AfJC re

claimed as daad by the 5A0F were refugt.e&. RDM. (4/1/83)

-the raid on ftaputo in flocambiqus in which five civilians and on* ANC cercb t 

ware killed.

There neve baen further allegations of South African nggrenaion fro® oidT

ranging aourcaa, although up to date South African authorities have drnird j 'y

involvement in them. The government claimed that the senior officials of O h :

SAOF and NIS ware i n v o k e d  in tha Seychelles coup without it* knowledge
Pretoria Muwu 30/7/..?

-UN officialo claimed that South African commandos attacked en Angolan oil

refinery at Luanda. {Cepe Timas 27/4/R3)

-It was alleged by the CPSA juetic* and Reconciliation Ccmmiaeicn in north 1



«..ibi. th.t unit, or tn, s«or c„.„itud atrociti.. .nil. dr....d
in iUAPO or MPLA uniform*, (bask 12/Vfl3)

-Th. a « . b u .  9ov0rna,.nt b . U . , . .  th.t Jo. Co.bl uai ......in.t.d by prof...Xon.l

South African Boe« W qu.n eacurlty offiol.!. th. ......tn.tlon

nr «uth Fir.t „ „  a i . u . r  ln natur, „  pth„ t c. rrl.d out ^  ^  ^

(•t./ve/ei)0 Vj*h* “°rK Ul 5o“th *frli:“h ..r-r.t .srwlc..,(Aon 16/U/82)

P.tru. .nd Jabu N U . a  by . c„ r oost eftar ^  il>t

explosion. d

At th, rourth annual SAOCC confar.nca t M , „,.r, .pt,kt,.p .raon „ la

hat South African c o a M n d o .  or thair aurtog.t.. had .tt.ok.d 8nocoy In.t.11.tloni, 

n nsol., Rocanblqua end f . n t h o  (St.. 6/7/al) and th.t th... count,!., a. u.ll

"r'd " a 1 1  « “• « «  th./ h.lng
subjected to South African b U-^rir,." {^lQUH 1 l/?/pt)

Why is this happening>

Wnon the south African gov^rnm*^. s^mlta

it i« n«~8aaarv »• ... “fl<M *wont*» thfiV oxpiain that
. ^ 9 u m « the** at*ta« support South Africa*a u,

fh" re“'k°n8» h°WMW4,r “** p o ; i tlea i and economic.

: i : Afr v * ’“ no’i o , u ' ^ •<*«*»»»»* r rt« « Mhll. lt

\ ; : r  r  -  -  -  » . *  -  „ rl„ , « 0 M W t  j P. “

t n..d. to r  T  "  J‘° t,Chn0l° " -  — V •». »■ ««.. So

i z j r ; : / : ; : i  i :  -  -tt- pt *• —  -  —  th. „th.,

••t of Africa, " ° C r O W U  °ero“d*’nc* }t to ^ p a n d  ita market In th.

attempts by these etataa t 0 forn th. «-«□ rr ■
rr‘1’ an attempt to break thatr

.p.nd.nc. on South Atrlo. uhlch t, „ S“k thulr
juth Africa. '"reat to the economic future of

1 1 7 ' ’  t ty l° 3 tf‘ P r » . u „  »  r.rlng.

•to th! I "  -  - « - P t  to uln - c o l o u r ™ . -  and .nd.an.
of tha government- externally Smii-h nr i 

eurrnund&d by r n . n d i v  „ . t  (> . “'’U‘ llkS t 0
. (h.neo Jt» support for UnJtn and MNfW) but

not po.aible then it will threaten and attack neighbcuring atatea

»uro that they do not q i v t ) «r t iWB eupport to the ANC.



Conclusion
Oeetebiliaation will continuw boceuae South Africa naiads certain conditions for 

its survival and growth. It rioaa nead ptmce - but only on it8 own terms - i.e. 

peace with pro-South African government* installed in the neighbouring states.

t

Questions

') Why do you think South afrlc. 1. In.oly.d 1„ . m t . r y  op.r.tlon. lh 

Southern Africa?

2) How doua South Africa feel threatened by the change* eince 1974 in the 

front 1 1 ns states?

Are these genuine threats?

3) Mention hea bsen *«de or so»e of the poeelile reeeone why South Africa 

is trying to change the balance cf power In Southern Africa. What alee 

do you think contribute* to thia?



The History of C. O.
fho phenomenon of Conscientious Objection(C.O.} real 1 y only arises where 

.here is conscription.Therefore it waa not an issue in the Anglo Boer War,6a 

conscription did net exist, ot that t.iaie.Conscription in S.A. began with the 

Jefence Act of 1912 but because the ballot system was used its impact was 

aaaad.During World War II the process of conscriptjon was rendered unnecessary 

by the large number of voluntaers(haif o million).However,there were many 

Soutn Africans who opposed the role of the SADF in WW II and refused jpo 

fight.Many of these people wars linked to political organizations such as 

the GssawaBrandwag and had political objections to partaking in the war.

Compulsory conscription was .introduced for all white males in 1967,a year 

after 3WAPG launched its armed struggle in Namibia.At the same time the war 

in than "Rhodesia" was intensifying.Many objectors left the country Quietly 

in this early period of conscription.
♦

*

In 1959 and 1970,there was an increased call-up with the abolition of the 

ballot( Sect. 70 Defence Act) .The i epeated prosecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

(jy'a) for refusal to serve wok much publicised in the media.As a result of 

this publicity,many churches took raaoluti one in 1971,calling fur non

military alternatives for the 3W* s,and the individual churches conveyed their 

resolutions to the Government,In 197 2 these ware collated by the SACC and 

presented in a memorandum to the Select. Committee on the Defence Amendment 

Bill. In .1.974 the SACC adopted a resolution at ita annual national conference 

calling on all its member churches:

"to challenge ail their members to consioer ........ ..whether Christ's ca.ll

to toko up the cross and follow him in identifying with tho oppressed does 

not in our situation,involve bscorning C.O.'a."

The turning point which led to public resistance to the military can largely 

be attributed to the Sowatn and country wide uprising of 1976/7.The brutality 

of the police response to tho student protests and the role played by the 

SADF in quelling tho un r e s t ,brought home to many White South Africans,the 

evil of apartheid and alerted them to the fact that tho war is a civil war.

It was at this time that the first objectors from outside the traditional 

"peace churcnes" took a public stand and began In examine tha nature of the 

war in which the SADF was engaged .Tha objoctope— whu have— tak en.'



o b j e c t o r s  who have tf.i<en p u b l i c  s t a n d s  a g a i n s t  e e r v i c e  i n  the SADF havB 

based t h o . i r  o p p o s i t i o n  an a number o f  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u n d s :

Clni^ ja ^ SB l—Hacj t i a t g  — have argued t h a t  a l l  w a rs  are always wrong and that 

f-kuy would n o t  join any army whatever t h e  cauae for which it. was fighting. 

Soma o f  them are r e l i g i o u s  o t h e r *  n o t . U n i v e r s s l  pacifists weret

~ i o i s n - i i i 0 ’  P rue-, by* e r : a n . S e n t e n c e d  t o  12  months i n  D e t e n t i o n  

B a r r e c k s ( Q B ) , w i t h  10 m onths  s u s p e n d e d ;for refusing a 3 month camp. 

(December 1 9 7 7 )

- H i c n n r d  S t  an] s : B a p t i s t . S e n t e n c e d  t o  18 months D B , 6 months suspended;

f o r  r e f u s i n g  h i  a i n i t i a l  e e r v i c e . ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 0 )

” £tlg.rle.j_Ya-lts : Anglican.Sentenced to onB year in DB for refusing 

initial oecv!ce,(Hay 1981) and then to a ysar in prison for refusing 

to "pui t:-»a regul»*:ion uniform.Oecember 1931)

~ P - L J i i V **£ 1?* j. aptist.Sentenced to 18 months prison- reduced to 

nno y o’t* rut rofu.jing hie initial service.(Feb.1982)

~ li—-j------ - *-'--r l l l l L " Catholic.Sentenced to one year in DB for refusing

i n i t i  i l  f i t r v i c t (  ’u l  y 1 9 8 2 ) ond then  to 6 months in prison for refusing 

* °  t h n  r e g u l a t i o n  u n i f o r m ( O c t o b e r  1 9 8 2 )

~ •?. D r — b-.f.-lBlX ! ^ (i formal religious affiliation; Sentenced to 4 months 

in pr;: jn .or r*jfu<jinp to do his third oa m p .(January 1983)

“ L - i L ’£ ' l .  1 i . i S r! p r n. : AnQlijan.Sentenced to 4 months in prison for 

r « f *f.r tn do initial service.

- oi "Just Uar "Obj ectora are not pacifist.They refuse to 

in J,.i ’ Dr ht cause they believe that S. A. ia fighting an unjust war 

lefondli unjust system.They would however fight in a war they believe

*u V ~ ''f in derrricu nf a just system.Some selective objectors are 

C M e U c n e  Jhu us«i theological grounds to judge the war and the system,others 

arc not re-licioua end object on m o r a l , ethi cal or political grounds. Selective 

C’̂eutc? i ljrb ;

■'-Hnpt i s t . Snntanced to 18 months in DQ,reduced to 1 2  months

fnr rofu'.l' r r, ? m..r,th c-amo. December 1979)

JlLl 1 I i can. Sen tence d  t o  one yeer in prison for refusing

initial service. ( Dc:tober l^G*’)

t /•,*_!?~ 1 Hi i (Nut religious) Sentenced to 2 years in prison- 

roduced to one y»»ar,for rofuaing initial aervice. (March 1983)

* (*’ f  r e l i g i o u s )  Sen tence d  to one year in prison for 

r e f u u i r r g  t n  continue h i e  initial service, after having served for 14

months.(Soptcmbor 1953)



17 9
The issue of C.O. in S.A, mas slso taken up internationally.The first action 

by any United Nations body on Coeciantious Ojection had been the request by 

the Commission on human Righte in March 1971 for the Secretary General to 

prepare a report on the status of C.O.'a and alternative service,including 

national legislation practices and procedures.In 1978,two non-governmental 

organizations,tne Lawyers Committee for International Rights and the Quaker 

United Natiuna Association,introduced the idea of special recognition by the 

UN of C . O . *6 in Southern Africa.On December 20,1978 tho General Secretary 

passed a resolution that 'recognized the right of all persona to refuse service 

in the military and police forces which era used to enforce apartheid* and 

urged member states to grant such parsons asylum,eafe transit,and the rights 

and benefits accorded to refugees.This action was the first international 

recognition of the concept that an individual,as a matter of conscience and 

for political reasons,has the right to refuse service in an armed force which 

1 b usad in violation of international leu.

Political objectors ere recognized only in 5 countries} in Denmark,Germany,

Norway,Sweden,and historically firitian.Since the purpose of recognizing C.O.' 

is to protect the right of persons to choose between right and wrong, and 

since in a democracy, the citizens Tire expected to be informed on political 

iBsueG tnd to take resposibtlity for the political acta of thsir government, 

there seems no reason to treat claims baaed on political idaaB differently 

from claims baaed on religious reaaona.

Questions

1) What la tha relevance of th» C.O. issue being takan up internationally?

2) What other alternatives could one suggest for tha Religious Objectors

classified in the 3 categories?

3) How do you respond to ths differentiation meda between Selective Objectors

and Religious Objectors (Pacifist.) in tarn* of ths Oafance Amendment

h u t of 1983?

4) What provisions would you auggaat for those objectors who ars not

racognieed by this amendment of 1983?



The Law and C.O.
1912

WW I

1957

1967

1972

1974

1977

1983

: SA Defence Act (No. 13 of 1912) ....... m^de every citizen liable

to service in time of wnr (17— 60 yra) and ovary citizen(17-25yrs) 

liable to training in time of peace.

A Ballot system wan provided for,to choose 50% to actually undergo 

training?»

Only persons of "Eurppean descent".
i

and WUJ II ......  conscription not enforced.
i

Volunteer Army.

: Defence Act no.44 ......  consolidated Defence provisions and

replaced the SA Defence Act of 1912 as amended in six subsequent 

acts.

Ballot still in use. ( Sect.. 72) 

j Defence Act no.85 ...... Ballot system was repealed.
i

All Lfhito males did serve.
i

All person* who are bona fide members 

of a religious denomination who prohibits its members from 

participating in war were provided with non-combatant status 

within the military. (Sect.6? 3 )

• S»et.l26A Of Defence Act(no.44) ..... . amended to provide a once

only sentence for ot>j actors. Previously objectors could be charged 

and sentenced repeatedly.

: Sect.121(c) of Defence Act(no.44) ......  making it an offence to

suggest to any conacriptee that he should refuse hia call-up. 

Maximum penalty - R5000 or 6 years imprisonment or both.

! Defence Act no.44 of 1957 ..... . amended to r e s t r i c t  thB once

only sentence to members of the traditional 'peace churches' 

which forbade their members from participation in war.Everyone 

else was subject to repeated call-ups and thus repeated jail 

sentences.

t Defence Act no. 34(No.44 of 1957) .......am&nded to include

alternative service provisions for 'religious objectors'.

Only three categories of 'religious objectors' are provided fori

(a) Persons uho refuse to serve in a combatant role in any armed 

force but will wear the military uniform, iei a non-combatant.

(b) Persona who wjllserve in a non-combatant role within fchy armad 

force but who refuses to wear the military uniform.egi teacher

(c; Persons who refuse to s&rva in any capacity(combet.ant or non- 

comhatant) in any armori force and therefore request service 

outside of that armed force.



THE DEFENCE AMENDMENT ACT

Below is a brief summary of Sect .72 of Defence Act no.44 of 1957 as 

amended aa Act Wo.34 of 1933 :

1. Boarda for religious objection:

ihia board is not a military tribunal or court martial.

The function of the- board in to determine the 'gonuir.ess' of the^ person 

presenting himaelf on the bnais of hia evidence to this fact.The board 

wi.l then decide into which of the i ’categories the person will be 

cl 0 3 3 1 find,i f at all! let the board hao the power to decide that the 

peraon con t.o charged under Suet. 12*4 (l) («),Refer to final para.

There may be one or more boards for religious objection 7,2A(l) (a)

appointed by the Mini star ot Manpower,

1.1 These will consist of;

A judge or retired judge ao chairman

Three thaoi ogier.s of different denominations 7 2A ( 2)

tlnp military chaplain 

0n« HADf reprta .ntativu

Dna co-opted theologian of t p p l i c a n U  own denomination 

if none of app.iint.ad theologians or nheplain are of 

tVi« t dennmi na t i on

1.2 Rules for heaj. .i nges

No ingal representation 

t»i tnessea ai lowed 

All decluioi-£ final

1.3 Powers of tha boardwt

Granting of applications 

A ] 1 ficiition to o 'hor categories 

Refnsnl of -jppli.ationa 

Referral to an exemption board 

Rev .1 ewi,r.g of r.h bl-,r

1.4 Applications to bnnrrfe need:

To bn made in writing and signed by applicant 

To state tha category required 

lo set out facts and grounds for application 

To state the’books of revelation end the articles of faith

upon which the .uligioua convictions of the applicant are 

bas-ad1 .

lo include f t . j p / i  t  a frnm any supporting u.’ fffiflSRee. 

ia ua ibCfaived by the beard within 30 days of delivery of 

notice to render service.

72C(4) 

720(2) (e) 

720(5)

720(1) (a) 

720(1) (b) 

720(1) (c) 

720(2) (3)

7 2 f

72B



THE UDF RESOLUTION’
7. RESOLUTION ON MILITARISATION

NOTING:

1* incrtj^ed m ilitarisation and m assive defence budget of our country  
while our people are deprived of the basic n eces itie s  for living

2 . the continued acts of aggression  perpetraitd  by the SADF against our neighbouring 
states

3 . the growing instances of young people res is tin g  conscription  into the S .A . 
army t

4 . the SADF is  Involved in a campaign to win the hearts and minds of young 
children In communities through the organisation of youth camps and 
believing:

1 . that the SADF is  being used by the S . A .  regime to uphold white domination

2 . that the goverment intends through its  constitutional B ill to compel Indians 
and Coloureds to join the army to defend Apartheid.

Hereby reso lv es  
—*1 1 ■■ * ■ ■

. v fCjti J y&v&r
■■ ■ *V U:.

it *11 forms of militarisation

he Black 
^solves:

Statement in regard to the Defence Amendment Bill 
and proposed legislation concerning conscientious o b 
jection.

During World War II the South African Government 
respected the conscience of individuals and there w a s 
no conscription. The country is even more seriously 
divided now than it was then.

South Africa is occupying Namibia illegally and 
this is cause for many in conscience to refuse military 
service. When South Africa withdraws from Namibia 

i there should be no need for a massive military estab
lishment unless there has been a political failure to re
spond to the desires of the citizens.

If a conscripted army is necessary it will be because 
of the political failure to respond to the desires of the 
citizens, and that army will be engaged in a civil war 
which is good cause for many to refuse military ser
vice. In such,a civil war if the state has to rely on con- 3 

{ scription to man its army the war is already lost.\ Therefore the Black Saah demands that the South' 
; African Government abolish all conscription for 

military service. We maintain that there is no total 
onslaught against the people of South Africa and the 
total strategy required of us is not the military defence 
of a minority government but the all-out effort of all 
South Africa’s people to bring about democratic gov
ernment and the relief of the poverty and deprivation 
suflered by the majority.

Sash



WHEN Mr P W Botha became Prime Minister 
in 1973 he needed (not least for political 
reasons) to assert control over DOSS, over 
what remained of Dr Connie Mulder’s empire 

and over what be correctly regarded as an
and middie-Ieve! bureaucracy that might -  
loyal to Mr B J Vorster.

U r  Botha amxwnced 
administrative 

URL

M f e r l k M  h ea t af 
' thaae changes to be reafiaed, 

Sowth Afnca’i  netted of 
operation and its ability to 

"  1 its business have 
the

A ifl from 28 to four ( 
committees, the primacy 
|li»  formally and infor
mally ta the refurbished 
State Security Council (SCO, 
tJK
of the Office at the Prime 
Mbristrr and the creatka at 
a Cabinet secretariat, the 
distribution of agendas and 
the keeping of minutes, the 

with which
paper flow is regulated, 

and the role which the mili
tary now play* in the entire

TV* Westminster model 
presumes the sovereignty of 
parliament, with a cabinet 
aad a prune m mister re
sponsible to aad acting oa 
behalf of parliament. Nomi- 
aaOy South Africa’s new ar
rangements adhered to sack 
democratic principles, bat 
their practise deviates mar-

A s t t h

r S L T i

By ROBERT 
I ROTBERG

o f the V assach u se tts  
Institute o f TechnologyHowPWtidied

itheCabi- 
i to a de

gree which hf new even for 
south Africa.-Urfo' included.

The otidineas at the past 
has been replaced, certainly 
tarrnafly, by a new accoaS- 
‘ >  and tightened organ 

■I Bom. Bat If tWa
------- as sw rw  Soath Africa
watt. H fcea soby derating 

at bareaacratic
,____ policy co-
sh a re  thoae of

up after Vorster
______________  —■ 1 ■■1 ■ 1 *" ■MflFihflnhta did not iiv

I of Mm Wan aLliin am  tnmttuitm mf T .chna
tmtr, swafyssa the ahai^as m *  b y l l b P W  Botha ta 
tfca iwsohhury af i i iw n i aK  hi South Africa.

Prafaaaar Hath erg la a haeaaM vtaMar ta l » « *  
Africa, and tfca Mtkat of —vacal books an t*a ration. 
Twt. ■rtiota hue fcaaw aaoaiyta* from tfca Docotnbar 29 

i af Afriaa Wows. by tfta Qaoc,t n ww

draws froaa tbs military, 
W% cornea from the N1S aad 
lt% (roan the Department of
Fhrid^ Affairs.

Gaa vaa Deventer's depu- 
ja Oaneral G J F vaa

l U i S T
Below the secretariat »od 

also subordinate to the work
ing groups and the wor uig 
(CTnmittf* are IS inter-de- 
aartmental committees. Or- 
eamsatiooally, they ana- 
EJTfrtan and report to tha 
SSC, aad are the originators 
of nearly all police recoin-

M_ _ lembership of the nter- 
departm ental commutes* 
consists principally of Wads 
of departments and oi their 
senior deputies, legal idvis- 
ers and so on. A representa
tive of the Defence Force 
sits oo each committee jm  
reports to Gen van Dev-nter 
Foreign Affairs is repnsent- 
ed an only four of the inter
departmental comm : vees; 
other ministries are repre
sented on no more than iod 
usually less tiu° that num
ber.

Gea van Deventer now S3) 
was chief of s t a f f  of the 
finance division of the De
fence Force before 1979- H* 
worked closely with the 
Prime Minisu* wher Mr 
Botha was Minister of De
fence under Mr Vorster i-Td 
regards himself as the per 
son cboaen because oi this 
long association to bring a 
military-style order to a 
hitherto unco-ordinated £ov-

of a

and membership did not give 
the SSC a pre-eminent status 
In the government, it would 
still be able to achieve sig
nificant leverage by virtue 
of its siaa, organisation aod 
bureaucratic resources.

Lieutenant-General Aa- 
dnes vaa Deventer, secre
tary of the SSC, commands 
tha working committee' 
(which corresponds to the 
‘wuctiM groups'of the other 
Ctfaat corarttaM} *  <h*

Gaa vaa Deventer :hinks 
of himself as a careful Dian
na-, u  a facilitator, is a 
good manager of paper :1ow 
on of a Prime Minis
ter who appreciates meuc*- 
loaa, precise management, 
good staffing and appropri
ate follow-through.

1”  be Prime Minister in
sists on fully researched op- 
uota before decisions can be 
contemplated. However the 

'  '  to which fu lly  re-



South A frica’* Cabinet 
now sits every Tuesday dar
ing the parliamentary ses
sion from mid-morning until 
well into  the afternoon. 
There are agendas, and min
utes are kept 

Dr P J Roux, secretary- 
general of the newly re
named Office of the Prime 
Minister, organises the Cabi
net’s affairs and sees that its 
decisions are implemented.
In this role he is at the centre 
of a carefully spun web 
which encompasses the com
mittees that staff the Cabi
net committees, the perma
nent secretariat and the m-
t e r - d e p a r t m e n t a l
co m m ittees  (which also  
offer questions, and some
times, answers) to the Cabi
net committees.

j ^ r  Roux is charged with 
the task of prodding and co
ordinating the i m p W ^ -  
tion of Cabinet decisions by 
departments and parastatal
bodies.

This analysis, and the tune 
(longer than in Mr Vorster s 
day) devoted to the delibera
tions of the Cabinet, implies 
an accretion, not a diminu
tion, of Cabinet-level power 
In one sense this is correct, 
for the P rim e  M inister 
spends time in Cabinet meet
ings constructing a consen
sus, something which no pre
vious Prime Minister since 
General Jan Smuts ever 
sought to do.

The serious issues on 
which there is substantive 
discussion are nevertheless 
few, and the most important 
do not under the present sys
tem necessarily come before 
the Cabinet at alL

Furthermore, because of 
the new committee system 
and the seniority and influ
ence of the Ministers who 
/•hair-the various commit
tees, decisions made bv the 
committees are by and large 
merely ratified by the Cabi
net, simply noted, or never 
discussed. (The future of 
Namibia is an eiam ple of a 
subject that is rarely dis
cussed.)

The less senior Ministers 
say little, and certainly do 
not speak on matters outside 
their own portfolio*.

committees of the Cabinet 
have o n l y  in the last year 
begun to be fully operation- 
aL

Whereas the SSC Has a 
secretariat of 45, not count
ing its subordinate working 
com m ittees, these o ther 
Cabinet committees have 
«m»ll (five-man) secretar
iats, including some part- 
time members whose other 
work is performed directly 
for the Office of the Prime 
Minister.

The three committees are 
Financial and Economic Af
fairs, Social Affairs, and 
Constitutional Affairs.

The Minister of Finance, 
Mr Owen Horwood, presides 
over the first; the Minister of 
Co-operation and Develop
ment, Dr Piet Koornhof, 
runs the second; and the Min
ister of Constitutional Devel
opment and Planning, Mr 
Quris Heunis, has been in 
charge of the third.

The amount of time devot
ed to Cabinet meetings is 
therefore largely a reflec
tion of the increasing com
plexity of government busi
ness, the emergence of far- 
re a c h in g  and  tim 5" 
consuming issues such as the 
new constitution, and (above 
all) a new emphasis on tac
tics, on the merchandising of 
policies, and on devising 
methods of handling the in
creasingly acrimonious and 
acid attacks on the govern
ment in Parliam ent by par
ties of the Right and Left 

Although the State Secur
ity Council has functioned in 
its new manner since Sep
tember, 1979, the three other 

_____  __ —

■ inancial and Economic 
Affairs has a remarkable de
gree of autonomy, its deci
sions being regarded (prob
ably erroneously) as largely 
technical and non-political. 
The Social Affairs commit
tee has limited legitimacy, 
largely because Dr Koornhof 
is perceived as having lost 
initiative and influence with
in the Cabinet and within the 
ruling circles of the party.

Many, if not a ll  of the is
sues which would be pre
sumed to be social' (that is, 
those having impact upon or 
altering the circumstances 
and welfare of Africans, 
coloureds and Asians) are 
dealt with almost exclusive
ly in the Constitutional com
m itte e . A ver w hich Mr 
Heunis presides with a firm 
hand. - -  *

Dr Koornhof sits on that 
com m ittee , as does the 
Prime Minister, the Minister 
of Defence, General Magnus 
Malan, the Minister of Law 
and Order, Mr Louis le 
Grange and the Minister of 
Justice. Mr H J (Kobie) Coet-

into force, the Presidents 
C ouncil, le g is la tio n  to  
change the status of black 
urban dwellers, and influx 
control -  in general the 
afoa and pace of reform ■
have been made by this com
mittee.

the heart of the sys
tem, and central to all of Mr 
p  W Botha’s plans for him
self his government and his 
country, is the State Security 
Council. The Prime Minister 
chairs its meetings.

He is joined by the statu
tory members Gen Malan, 
Mr Coetsee, Mr le Grange 
and Mr Pik Botha, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. In addi
tion, Dr Koornhof was invit
ed to attend in 1979 and re
mains a member, so does Mr 
Horwood. . _

But the most influential 
Minister after the Prime 
Minister is Mr Heunis, who 
chairs the meetings if the 
Prime Minister is absent 
Other regular members are

the d ire c to rs -g e n e ra l of 
Foreign Affairs and Justice 
the bead of the police, the 
Chief of the Defence Force, 
the director of the National 
Intelligence Service, and Dr 
Roux, a total of 14.

From time to time other 
individuals are invited to ad
dress or meet with the SSC. 
The SSC takes its decisions 
by consensus, but the form
ing of a consensus usually 
follows the lead of the Prime 
Minister, Mr Heunis and Gen 
Malan.

What is immediately ap
parent is the number of Min
isters who are not members 
of the SSC. Furthermore, the 
notion of Cabinet responsi
bility and their own positions 
as Ministers is devalued 
within the government by 
the presence in the inner
most decision-making coun
cils of the state of non-elect- 
ed officials, three of whom 
are responsible for imple
menting “total strategy’ 

Even if its subject m atter

SSC, wmcn iiaetl is com
posed (as far as anyone can 
find out) primarily of offi
cials from the military and 
police. Justice and Foreign 
Affairs But Gen van De
venter also has a Staff, which 
serves him, and which is nine 
times the size of the largest 
of the staffs servicing the 
other Cabinet committees.

^ 3 e n  van Deventer moni
tors everything that goes on 
at Cabinet and sub-Cabinet 
level He sits as a member of 
the working groups of the 
three other Cabinet commit
tees and shares with Briga
dier John Huyser. a retired 
intelligence officer, the re
sponsibility for vetting and 
channeling all policy papers 
destined for sub-Cabinet or 
Cabinet consideration.

They perform this latter 
task as directors of the per
manent Cabinet secretariat 
Seventy percent of the mem
bership of the secretariat is

analysis” cannot be ascer
tained.

In any case, sloppy think
ing is less often toleratec in 
the national security man
agement system than It was 
before Mr Botha came to 
power.

The military mind has 
thus clearly imposed itself 
on the workings of the South 
African governm ent, but 
that mind appears to be pri
m arily  technocra tic  and 
functional, and not (as yet) 
given to Latin American- 
type designs on the transfor
mation or capture of the 
state.

Those kinds of prescrip
tive possibilities have doubt
less occurred to some offi
cers now serving at the heart 
of the bureaucratic endea
vour, particularly if they 
have viewed inefficiency 
and (perish the thought; chi
canery in the ranks of civil
ian government

M X .
Major decisions concern

ing the tricameral Parlia
ment to be established when 
the new constitution comes
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