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D R A F T  R E S O L U T I O N S  AUGUST 22, 23, 1953.

1) FIRST SESSION (THE WORLD TODAY)

We delegates, at the foundation Congress of the South African Peace 
Council, affirm our resolute conviction that mankind can avert the horrors 
of a third world war.

We declare that there is no problem of international relations that 
cannot be resolved by negotiation, given the overriding recognition by all 
parties of the necessity of peace, and determination to arrive at a settlement 
without resort to force.

We believe that the existence of different social and economic systems 
in various countries in no way constitutes a barrier to friendly and mutually 
advantageous relations between them.

We resolve to strive with all our might to win the majority of people 
of South Africa to bectse conscious partisans of peacej a section of the world
wide union of the peoples against war.

We call on all South Africans of goodwill to join with us in this task.

2) SECOND SESSION (AFRICA, COLONIALISM AND WAR.)

Congress recognises the affirmation of the United Nations Charter that 
racial discrimination and the employment of force to hold peoples in depend
ence and colonial subjection operates as a powerful menace to peace.

We affirm that recognition of the fundamental human rights of all peoples, 
without distinction as to race, colour, sex, language or religion, to self- 
government and self-determination, is the only stable basis for the establish
ment of lasting peace and international haimony.

We condemn the use of force to settle disputes, not only between major 
states, but also to impose and maintain foreign domination on the peoples 
of Africa.

The use of Africa as awarbase, the territorial ambitions of outside 
powers, and the exploitation of Africa's peoples and material resources, 
presents a constant threat to stability and peace.

The cause of world peace would be greatly strengthened by the particip- I 
ation of the peoples of Africa in the World Peace Movement.

Congress declares that the policy of race-discrimination in the Union 
of South Africa pursued by the South African Government constitutes a breach 
of the Union’s obligations under the United Nations Charter, and a threat to 
world peace. We believe tha^the interests of peace the South African 
Government should adhere to the spirit of the Charter and implement the 
resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly concerning South Africa; 
should renounce threats to incorporate the Protectorates against the wish of 
theJs? inhabitants; should end the policy of diplomatic, commercial and 
cultural isolation which contributes to the continuation of tensions, restricts

our economy, and prevents friendly relations between South Africans and the 
peoples of other countries; ensures, in cooperation with other Governments,

the production of uranium for peaceful and constructive purposes, not for

atomic warfare.



5) THIRD SESSION (THE PEOPIE AND PEACE)
Congress declares that the intolerable burden of war preparations and 

the inflation of prices arising from these preparations constitutes a grave 
threat to the living standards of the people.

tie call on the South African Peace Council, in cooperation with all

organisations whose support can be enlisted, td> implement a vigorous Union- 

wide campaign to bring home to the people of our country the close relation

ship between war preparations and declining living standards, and to win public 

opinion for a policy of peace and disarmament; so that bread and social 

benefits may replace the diversion of men and national resources to war 

preparations.

A) FOURTH SESSION (THE PEACE MOmiENT IN SOUTH AFRICA TODAY)

Conference resolves that the South African peace Council be established

- to express and organise the aspirations of all sections of the 
Soutji African people for world peace

- to represent the peace-loving people of South Africa in building 
unity of the movements of the peoples for peace in all countries 
of the world.

We delegates from many organisations pledge our fullest support to the South 
African Peace Council and promise to work with our full might to broaden and 
strengthen it.

DECLARATION
One problem today faces all mankind with overwhelming urgency. The thrdat 

of total warfare, fought with atom bombs, hydrogen bombs, napalm and germs, 
confronts us not simply with the issue of peace or war, but with the very 
survival of the human race.

There are no differences of system outlook or policy between nations 
which could justify such terrible slaughter.

There are no differences which cannot be settled by negotiation.
This is the world-wide demand of people everywhere: existing wars must 

be brought to an end? at all costs the Korean conflict must not be allowed to 
break out again; nations must come to the conference table to settle their 
differences in a spirit of concession and compromise in the cause of peace. 
Intransigent stands can only lead to new conflicts.

The use cf violence, not only between sovereign states, but to suppress 
subject peoples, is a factor of peril leading to expanding wars.

Negotiation must triumph over attempted solutions by force, no^only 
between the Great Powers, but in Africa and other parts of the world.

South Africans I Peace is within the grasp of each one of usI Let us 
act now for peace!
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