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It has been said often enough that 
soccer is something of a religion to 
Black South Africans.

The community which City Press 
serves has a deep love for the game, 
and we are pleased to be able to 
make this annual available to it and to 
the soccer public in general.

We have placed on record as 
faithfully as possible the major soccer 
events and issues of the 1987 season.

In some small way, we hope, this 
annual will also contribute to a better 
understanding of South African soc
cer as a whole.

Percy Qoboza. 
Editor, City Press.
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I n tr o d u c t io n

We have pleasure in presenting 
this publication, which covers the 
highlights of the major national 
South African soccer organisations 
in 1987,

The annual was planned pri
marily as a record of the 1987 
competitions, but where we were 
able to, we have included statistical 
and other information of previous 
seasons.

This is particularly the case 
with the National Soccer League, 
on whose competitions we have — 
not unnaturally — focused.

The fragmentation in soccer in 
1987 can only be fully understood 
in the light of what took place 
before, and some background in
formation has been given.

It was not possible to provide 
as much detail as we would have 
liked. Reliable statistical infor
mation about amateur competitions 
was in most cases limited to what 
was made available to us by the as
sociations themselves.

Some soccer organisations and 
officials were less co-operative and 
time-conscious than others.

Our sincere thanks go to the 
many officials who assisted us by 
providing information, and to 
those who accepted our invitation 
to make personal contributions 
to the annual.

Of necessity, we have had to 
omit details of those activities 
which form part of the 1987 sea
son but which were due to take 
place in 1988.

We felt it more convenient and 
practical to use the words 
“Blacks,” “Indians,” and “Co
loureds,” rather than the word 
“Blacks” to indicate “Africans,” 
“Coloureds” and “Indians,” as 
some do.

Vivian Reddiar 
Sports Editor, City Press



The structure of 
South African soccer

Vivian Reddiar 
Background

SOCCER (association football) as a 
sport began in 1863 with the forma
tion of the English Football Associ
ation. The British military stationed 
here introduced the game into 
South Africa in the second half of the 
1860s. At that time the rules of 
rugby football and association football 
were still not clearly distinguishable 
and the two variations were only just 
being developed as different codes 
of sport.

There is evidence of a little infor
mal racial mixing in a few areas, but 
race segregation was strictly en
forced by the authorities and all the 
different racial or population 
groups formed their own associations.

The first association to be estab
lished was the white Natal Football 
Association in 1882. The white 
South African Football Association -  
known today as the Football Associ
ation of SA -  was formed in 1892.

The next national association to 
come into existence was the South Af
rican Indian Football Association, 
in 1903. Football among Blacks, 
which according to some authorities 
had its origins in Ladysmith in Natal, 
was organised on a national basis 
from 1932/3.

There was a split in Black foot
ball in the late 1920s. By 1933 two 
national controlling organisations 
had been formed.

One was the South African Ban
tu Football Association (Sabfa) and 
the other the South African African 
Football Association (Saafa). The 
South African Coloured Football As
sociation Board was also formed 
about 1933.

Each racial organisation adminis
tered its own competitions, but since 
the late 1920s, and officially from 
the middle 1930s, inter-race soccer 
between Blacks, Coloureds and In
dians was common.

Inter-race boards were formed in 
the Transvaal, Natal and elsewhere.
In 1951 this regular contact gave 
birth to the South African Soccer 
Federation (Sasf), to which Saafa 
and the Indian and Coloured associa
tions affiliated.

Annual inter-race competitions 
were played among the three racial as
sociations.

Although there was no law 
against mixed sport. White sport was 
customarily separated from the rest 
in accordance with prevailing racial 
attitudes and government policy. In 
1956 the government re-affirmed its 
policy of not allowing Whites and 
people of colour to play sport togeth
er.

The South African Bantu Foot
ball Association became affiliated to 
Fasa on an associate basis in the 
late 1950s. It entered into the Top 
Level Agreement with Fasa in 1962 
and was consequently recognised by 
the government as the only legiti
mate association controlling Black 
soccer in the country.

The Sasf disbanded its racial con
stituent affiliates in 1962 and be
came fully non-racial. But it could not 
persue its policy of non-racialism 
because the government would not al
low it, especially as it related to 
football in the Black townships.

By the early 1970s, the over
whelming majority of Black foot
ballers was registered with Sabfa, 
which was renamed the South African 
National Football Association 
(Sanfa) in 1973.

Professional soccer in South 
Africa was introduced by the all-white 
National Football League (NFL) in 
1959 when a number of clubs broke 
away from Fasa to turn profession
al.

The South African Soccer 
League (SASL) was formed on a non- 
racial basis in 1961 and affiliated to 
the Sasf. The National Professional 
Soccer League (NPSL) was formed 
in 1962 under the control of Sabfa.

Government pressure and a con
stitutional dispute forced the SASL to 
disintergrate after 1966.

The NPSL struggled in the 
1960s, but with the assistance of Fasa 
and the NFL, and under the leader
ship of George Thabe, it gradually 
found its feet in the 1970s.

The Federation Professional 
League (FPL) was formed in 1969 
and affiliated to the Sasf.

A Top Level Committee under 
Fasa organised various inter-race 
games between Whites, Blacks, Co

loureds and Indians in the 1970s in 
terms of the government’s multina
tional sports policy.

The balance of power in South 
African soccer changed radically in 
1976 when Fasa was expelled from 
the International Federation of Asso
ciation Football (Fifa).

The Top Level Committee was 
dissolved and the Football Council of 
South Africa was formed under di
rection from the government -  with 
White, Black, Indian and Coloured 
associations as members.

The NFL ceased to exist as a pro
fessional league after 1977. Some of 
its clubs joined the NPSL and 
others the FPL. By 1979 the NPSL 
had become the country’s premier 
professional league and the FPL lost 
its sponsorships and declined in 
stature and appeal.

By 1984 the NPSL was enjoying 
much prosperity, but the pre-occupa
tion with professional soccer over 
the years had resulted in the relative 
neglect of amateur soccer under 
Sanfa.

In January 1985, the NPSL first- 
division clubs broke away from the 
NPSL after an official demand for 
autonomy for the league was refused 
by the chairman of the NPSL and 
president of the Sanfa, George Thabe, 
and his supporters.

The clubs formed the National 
Soccer League.

The NSL formed a rival amateur 
group, the Soccer Association of 
South Africa (Sasa), in May 1985, 
to “reform” the amateur code.

Since then there have been isolat
ed cases of small dissatisfied groups 
breaking away, or claiming to have 
broken away, from the NSL and Sasa.

The South African National Soc
cer Association (Sansa) was formed in 
Pretoria in April 1987. Its activities 
appear to have been limited to the 
northern Transvaal, but officials 
have claimed that it has membership 
elsewhere.

Sansa launched what it claimed 
to be a professional league in 1987. 
Both its amateur and professional 
bodies did not seem to make a particu
larly big impact, although they 
claimed to have secured a fair amount 
of sponsorships.



The major groupings in South African soccer -  1987
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6. Independent district associations

7. School, college and university football which 
is independent of any of the associations

8. Casual football •  Neither Sacos nor the SA Soccer Federation 
has any association with CAF.



The Structure o f  
SA Soccer in  1987
THERE were the following control
ling bodies and groups of footballers:
□  Four national amateur control
ling bodies.
□  A national amateur controlling 
body for women’s soccer.
□  Two separate minor regional as
sociations.
□  A federal body comprising two
of the national bodies and one of the 
regional bodies.
□  Three national leagues describ
ing themselves as professional leagues.
□  A regional league describing it
self as a professional league.
□  School, college and university 
soccer bodies, affiliated to a national 
organisation, associated with one or 
independent.
□  Soccer leagues in the mining 
companies.
□  Various minor associations/lea- 
gues such as industrial and commer
cial leagues and Maccabi soccer.
□  Small women’s leagues outside 
the SA Women’s Football Associ
ation, either affiliated to a district 
association of an established national 
body, independent or casual.
□  The Major Indoor Soccer 
League.
□  Unaffiliated district or town as- 
sociations/leagues.
□  Casual soccer players.
□  Senior, junior and school soccer 
in the homelands not affiliated to or 
associated with any of the major 
national associations.

The major national associations 
were divided into local or district asso
ciations which were affiliated to 
zonal associations.

These, in turn, were affiliated to 
the provincial associations or division
al units which were affiliated to the 
national body.

Some local district or zonal asso
ciations in some homelands were af
filiated to or in some way associated 
with a national association.

The distinction between amateur 
and professional soccer is blurred. 
Many amateurs are apparently paid 
for their services and amateur teams 
in many associations play for prize 
money.

The most visibly active of the as
sociations in the homelands was the 
Football Association of Bophuthats- 
wana (Fabo). Affiliated to it was 
the Bophuthatswana Professional 
League, the only professional 
league in the homelands.

The National Amateur 
Controlling Bodies
□  The Soccer Association of South 
Africa (Sasa) -  unaffiliated.
□  The South African National 
Football Association (Sanfa) -  affili
ated to the Football Council of 
South Africa.
□  The Football Association of 
South Africa (Fasa) -  affiliated to the 
Football Council of South Africa.
□  The South African Soccer Fed
eration (SasO -  affiliated to the South 
African Council on Sport.
The National W om en’s 
Controlling Body
□  The South African Women’s 
Football Association -  affiliated to the 
South African Sports Federation. 
Regional
Amateur Bodies
□  The South African Football As
sociation (Safa) -  affiliated to the 
Football Council of South Africa.
□  The South African National 
Soccer Association (Sansa) -  unaffi
liated.

The Federal 
Controlling Body
□  The Football Council of South 
Africa. Its members were the Football 
Association of South Africa (Fasa), 
the South African National Football 
Association (Sanfa) and the South 
African Football Association (Safa). 
It was affiliated to both the South 
African Sports Federation and the 
South African National Olympic 
Committee (Sanoc).

The Professional 
Leagues
□  The National Soccer League 
(NSL) -  affiliated to Sasa.
□  The National Professional Soc
cer League (NPSL) -  affiliated to 
Sanfa.
□  The Federation Professional ' 
League (FPL) -  affiliated to the Sasf.
□  The South African National 
Soccer Association Professional 
League -  affiliated to Sansa.

Of these, only the NSL first divi
sion league could be described as pro
fessional, although most of its clubs 
were semi-professional. The first divi
sion was administered on a business 
basis and its clubs were moving to
wards full-time professionalism.

The NSL’s national second divi
sion and regional second divisions 
were also semi-professional.

The NPSL first-division and the 
FPL were minor semi-professional 
leagues compared to the NSL first 
division.

They existed to provide a higher 
level of national competition outside 
the amateur leagues in their respec
tive groupings.

The NPSL had a national, semi- 
professional first division and semi- 
professional regional second divisions.

The FPL had a national, semi- 
professional first division only.

Sansa had a regional semi-profes
sional league whose status was uncer
tain and which did not prove it 
could function efficiently. It did not 
appear to justify the claims made 
for it by its officials.

SPORTS CO-ORDINAT
ING BODIES
The SA National 
Olympic Committee
SANOC was formed as an all white 
sports co-ordinating body in 1908 to 
compete in the Olympic Games in 
London in that year. It took part as 
South Africa in 10 Olympic Games 
from 1908 to 1960.

From 1930 to 1954 it also took 
part in the Empire Games, which be
came the British Commonwealth 
Games in 1958. In all it participated 
in five Empire Games and one 
Commonwealth Games.

On May 31, 1961 South Africa 
left the Commonwealth, and Sanoc no 
longer qualified for participation.

Its membership of the Interna
tional Olympic Committee was sus
pended in 1964 and it was expelled 
in 1970.

In the 1970s Sanoc encouraged 
black particpation and soccer was 
played on an inter-race basis in the 
1973 South African Games which it 
organised.

Sanoc, which has close to 100 af
filiates, has had affiliated to it for 
many years the Football Council of 
South Africa, which was a member in 
1987.

It staged a South African Games 
in 1985 as part of Johannesburg’s cen
tenary celebrations, but the Council 
did not take part for political reasons. 
Fasa played matches as part of the 
Games.

The South African 
Sports Federation
THE Sports Federation was formed 
in 1952 to co-ordinate all the activities 
of white South African sports con
trolling bodies, including those repre
senting non-Olympic codes of sport.

The Football Council of South 
Africa has been affiliated to it for 
many years and was an affiliate in 
1987.

Also affiliated to the Sports Fed-



eration in 1987 was the South African 
Women’s Football Association.

The Federation had over 100 af
filiates.

At the request of the Sports Fed
eration and Sanoc, the government 
commissioned an investigation into 
all aspects of South African sport in 
1979.

This investigation was undertak
en by the Human Sciences Research 
Council.

The government announced in 
1985 that sport would in future be 
autonomous -  free from govern
ment control.

A committee was then appointed 
to make recommendations regarding 
the future structure of South Afri
can sport. Hugo Olivier, president of 
the Sports Federation, chaired the 
Steering Committee.

The Steering Committee pub
lished its report on December 2, 1987 
and proposed that a Confederation 
of South African Sport be formed.

It was planned that a congress of 
national controlling organisations 
would be held in April 1988 to offi
cially launch the new body.

The Steering Committee said it 
would be non-racial and independent 
from the government and other po
litical organisations. It would co-ordi
nate the activities of its members 
and not control them.

It was proposed that when the 
Confederation of South African Sport 
was formed, the Sports Federation 
would cease to exist. Sanoc would con
tinue to function.

The Sports Federation has been 
aware of the problems within its main 
affiliate, the Football Council of 
South Africa, and of the fact that it 
no longer has under its jurisdiction 
as many players as it did in 1984.

The Steering Committee was im
pressed with the NSL and the Sasa, 
which it believed were the most 
“progressive” of the country’s soccer 
bodies.

In 1987 some of its members met 
with officials of both bodies to ex
change views and interest them in 
the proposed new sports co-ordinat
ing body.

The two groups differed funda
mentally on the issue of international 
sports contact. The NSL called for 
the imposition of an indefinite morato
rium by all sports bodies on tours to 
and from South Africa.

When it announced the plans for 
the Condeferation of South African 
Sport in December, the Steering 
Committee made a special plea to the 
NSL and Sasa to seriously consider

becoming part of the new body.
If they did join, Olivier said, the 

Football Council would not be able to 
affiliate, supposing it still existed 
and wanted to join. If they did not, the 
Football Council would not neces
sarily become an affiliate if it applied 
for membership.

A soccer organisation seeking 
membership would have to prove that 
it was active, non-racial, national in 
character and enjoyed the support of 
the majority of players in the coun
try.

Of the major soccer bodies in the 
country, the NSL and Sasa were the 
only ones which were not affiliated 
to a co-ordinating sports organisation 
in 1987.
SA N on-R acial O lym p ic  
C o m m ittee  (S a n ro c)
SANROC was formed in 1963 in 
opposition to Sanoc. It aimed to gain 
affiliation to the International 
Olympic Committee for non-racial 
sportsmen and women in an era 
when the government would not tol
erate mixed sport.

It succeeded the South African 
Sports Association which was started 
in 1958/9 to campaign for local and 
international recognition for sports
men of colour.

Previously, in 1955, the Co-ordin
ating Committeee for International 
Recognition was formed to gain 
international recognition for non-ra
cial sports bodies.

In the face of harassment by the 
security police, Sanroc went into exile 
and resurfaced in London in 1966 
under the leadership of three promi
nent non-racial sportspeople — Den
nis Brutus, Chris de Broglio and Reg 
Hlongwane.

Sanroc has no affiliates but has a 
Strong ideological affinity with the 
South African Council on Sport 
(Sacos) and the South African Soccer 
Federation.

Its aim has been to isolate South 
African sport internationally as a 
means of bringing about political 
change in the country.

The organisation’s activities have 
been administered by a committee led 
by an executive director, Sam Ram- 
samy.

Sanroc co-ordinates the sports 
boycott movement jointly with the 
United Nations Special Committee 
Against Apartheid. It is part of the In
ternational Campaign Against 
Apartheid Sport which held interna
tional conferences in 1983, 1985 
and 1987 to further the aims of the 
sports-isolation movement.

The United Nations has since 
1975 officially passed several resolu
tions on South African sport. In 
1977 it adopted the International Dec
laration Against Apartheid in 
Sports and has put its full weight be
hind the general effort to stop 
sports contacts with South Africa.

Sanroc has had considerable in
fluence on South African sport and 
soccer. It was one of many anti
apartheid sports organisations whose 
combined efforts resulted in most of 
this country’s sports bodies being ex
cluded from world controlling bo
dies.

It was in the forefront of the cam
paign, together with African sports 
bodies and others, to have the Foot
ball Association of South Africa ex
pelled from the International Feder
ation of Association Football (Fifa) in 
1976.

Sanroc has official observer sta
tus at the African Football Confeder
ation and other African sporting bo
dies.

It has no official relations with lo
cal soccer bodies. It has informal con
tact with the SA Soccer Federation 
but does not officially recognise any 
organisation as being representative 
of South African soccer.

In 1987 Sanroc agreed to help ar
range for three SA Soccer Federation 
players to enrol for coaching 
courses in London in 1988.

Sanroc has had no standing 
among any of the other local soccer 
bodies.

The NSL, or at least one of its 
officials, seriously considered forming 
official links with Sanroc in 1985.

The two organisations disagree on 
important issues relating to the sports 
boycott.

Sanroc has emphasised that such 
differences as it has with local soccer 
bodies has to do with the policies 
their officials persue as they relate to 
opposition to apartheid and to the 
sports boycott movement -  and not 
with the footballers in those associ
ations and leagues.

T he SA C ou n cil 
o n  Sp ort (S a co s)
SACOS was formed in 1973 to co
ordinate the activities of the non-ra
cial sports bodies in South Africa.

It has continued in the tradition 
of the the South African Sports Asso
ciation and Sanroc and has been 
outspoken in its opposition to apart
heid.

It had 30 affiliates in 1987. It 
had associate membership of the Sur- 
preme Council for Sport in Africa



for a short period from 1977. Since 
then it has not been officially recog
nised by Sanroc or any other African 
sports body.

Sacos fully supports the sports 
boycott of this country. It officially 
took part in the Third International 
Conference Against Apartheid Sport 
in Harare, Zimbabwe, in Novem
ber.

Affiliated to it is the SA Soccer 
Federation, which also maintains a 
high anti-apartheid profile. 
M em b ersh ip
THE approximate number of soccer 
players in South Africa has almost al
ways been extremely difficult to es
tablish.

In the last four decades it has 
been virtually impossible to make a 
reasonably accurate estimate from 
the official figures given by the major 
associations.

It is possible only to make a real
istic estimate of the number of players 
in the professional leagues and in 
some of the smaller associations.

However, it is ackowledged that 
soccer is so widely played that it has 
the highest number of participants 
of any sport in the country, and also 
the biggest spectator appeal.

Black South Africans make up 
the overwhelming majority of the pop
ulation, and soccer is the most pop
ular game among them.

The reasons why there are no reli
able national figures for participation 
in soccer are numerous.
□  There is no overall national con
trolling body and no regulation by the 
government.
□  There is indifferent or poor ad
ministration at different levels in some 
of the associations.
□  With exceptions, the national as
sociations have tended to inflate their 
membership figures to give an ap
pearance of numerical strength and 
importance, and more recently, to ob
tain sponsorships. This became the 
case particularly after Fifa affiliation 
became an issue in the 1950s. Bla
tant fabrications and gross exaggera
tions by some officials over the 
years have resulted in attitudes of 
scepticism and disbelief.
□  There has been much confusion 
since 1985. Indications have been that 
the situation in soccer has been flu
id, with players and clubs moving 
from one association to another.
Some officials of rival organisations 
dispute that others are as numeri
cally strong as they claim to be in cer
tain areas. And it is impossible to 
make any sense of the continuous

claims, denials and counter claims.
The official figures given by most of 
the soccer organisations are there
fore open to dispute.
□  The approximate school football 
population is not known.
□  The duplication of players when 
trying to make calculations. Many of 
those who play soccer at school, in 
the commercial leagues and indoor 
soccer, for example, also play regu
lar league football in the other associ
ations.
O ffic ia l F igu res
IN 1983 Sanfa claimed it had 
500 000 registered players.

Three months after it was 
formed, in August 1985, Sasa claimed 
a membership of 249 000, exclud
ing players registered with the NSL.

At the same time, Sanfa claimed 
that it had lost only 50 000 players to 
Sasa and that its membership was 
450 000.

Sasa and Sanfa players were al
most all registered with local associ
ations in the majority of the Black 
townships. So the sudden “increase” 
in the total number of players 
claimed to be playing in the townships 
under both associations was incredi
ble.

Early in 1986, about six months 
after Sasa had claimed it had 249 000 
registered players, the NSL 
claimed in an official document that 
Sasa controlled “some 400 000 
players”, excluding NSL players.

The maximum number of clubs 
claimed by Sasa in 1986 was 11 438 
and the total number of players 
486 206.

Sasa’s membership increased 
with the transfer of the NSL third di
vision to it at the beginning of 1987. 
According to the NSL’s annual report 
for 1986, the third division had 
about 16 000 players.

In February 1987, the NSL’s 
public relations officer, Abdul Bham- 
jee, claimed that Sasa and the NSL 
had 22 000 clubs in their fold -  and a 
registered membership of close to 
one-million.

In November 1987, Sasa presi
dent Wilfasius Maphaka claimed in a 
Press statement that the association 
had “more than 500 000 players”.

In December, Sasa’s secretary 
general, Solomon Morewa, issued a 
document in which it was claimed 
that Sasa had 1 1 537 clubs and 
488 206 players. This excluded NSL 
players.

Sasa’s figures provided an aver
age of 42 players per club. The offi
cial explanation for this was that

many clubs had more than one team, 
in different divisions of the various 
district and other leagues.

The total number of players in 
the NSL’s three divisions in 1987 was 
about 3 960.

This would make the total num
ber of players nominally under Sasa’s 
control 492 166.

In October 1987, Sanfa still 
claimed a membership of 450 000. 
Given the split in amateur soccer, 
its claim that it lost only 50 000 play
ers in the nearly three years of Sa
sa’s existence has to be treated scepti
cally, to say the least.

If one accepts the official figures 
of both Sasa and Sanfa, the total num
ber of footballers in the townships 
belonging to both organisations at the 
end of 1987 was 938 000 -  an in
crease of 438 000 in three years.

Sasa has always claimed that it 
has grown mainly from Sanfa mem
bership, and that consequently 
Sanfa controlled nowhere near the 
number of footballers it claimed in 
1987.

As long ago as 1985, Sasa invited 
scrutiny of its records to show it was 
not making unjustified claims.

Both Sanfa and SA Soccer Fed
eration officials have publicly claimed 
that Sasa is not as numerically 
strong as it claims tp be. They based 
their judgements on the outcome of 
power struggles for membership in 
various parts of the country.

Sasa’s critic’s claimed that its 
high public profile was attributable to 
the the fact that it was sponsored, 
was associated with the NSL and re
ceived television coverage.

The SA Soccer Federation 
claimed a membership of 200 000 
players, a figure it was not able to 
verify.

Its claimed membership was 
made up of 100 000 registered senior 
and junior players and 100 000 
school footballers.

The Sasf has associated with it a 
primary schools association and a sec
ondary schools association.

At its annual meeting in 1986, 
the Sasf admitted it did not have any 
reliable official membership statis
tics and made a plea to member-asso
ciations to provide these.

Its official membership figure 
therefore cannot not be taken serious
ly-

Fasa is the only national associ
ation which has managed to avoid 
controversy about its numerical 
strength.

According to its 1986 annual re
port, its senior and junior member



ship, excluding school football asso
ciations, was about 20 000.

Officials put the total member
ship, including schools football, at 
over 25 000.

Membership of the professional 
leagues -  an average of 20 players per 
team:
□  NSL first division: 18 clubs 360
□  NSL national second divison:
18 clubs 360
D  NSL regional second divisions:
162 clubs 3 240
□  NPSL first division: 18 clubs 360
□  NPSL second divisions: 156
clubs 3 120
□  FPL first division: 10 clubs 200
□  Total 7 640

If all the claims by the national
associations are accepted and various 
“guestimates” of membership of 
other associations are taken into ac
count, the number of footballers in 
South Africa in 1987 was well over 
one-and-a-half-million.

According to the 1980 cencus 
survey, the total number of players in 
South Africa was in excess of 
903 960. Of these, 690 960 were said 
to be Black, 70 640 White, 73 560 
Indian and 68 800 Coloured.

The Human Sciences Research 
Council predicted that by the end of 
the decade the total number of par
ticipants would exceed one-and-a-half- 
million.

A research company. Business 
Marketing Intelligence, did a survey 
in 1986 on behalf of a number of 
big business houses interested in the 
sports market.

According its report, there were 
1 070 000 participants. This figure in
cluded 490 000 schoolboys and 
211 000 casual participants.

Race and Integration  
in Soccer
ALL the major national associ
ations and leagues officially persued a 
policy of “non-racialism”. There 
was no known association that had any 
racial provisions in its rules.

There were clubs in many local 
amateur associations which had ra
cially mixed teams. But they were 
the exception.

Clubs are usually formed to cater 
for players in a certain residential 
area. By law, each racial group lives 
in its own designated area.

Clubs were therefore still largely 
made up of players of one racial or 
population group. Where a team 
was mixed, one group still predomi
nated.

Geographic distances and finan

cial considerations inhibit mixing on a 
large scale.

In professional soccer there has 
usually been far more mixing, but 
here too there was usually a pre
dominance of one race group in most 
teams.

Given the historical development 
of sport in South Africa and the pre
dominance of players and officials 
of one race or population group in the 
various group areas, the different 
organisations are still identified in the 
popular mind with a certain race or 
population group.

The following are the percep
tions: Sasa (Black); Sanfa (Black); 
Safa (Coloured); Sasf (Coloured 
and Indian); Fasa (White); Sanoc 
(White); SA Sports Federation 
(White); SA National Olympic Com
mittee (White) and Sacos (Col
oured and Indian).

Soccer Facilities
FACILITIES for soccer, particu
larly in the Black townships, are in
adequate.

There are not enough soccer 
fields and many are in poor condition.

The Human Sciences Research 
Council found that a total of 1 344 
football fields existed at the time it 
presented its report in 1982.

Of those, 662 were available to 
blacks, 375 for whites, 189 for co
loureds abnd 118 for Indians.

The ratio of participants to facil- 
ties was 1 044:1 for Blacks, 364:1 for 
Coloureds, 623:1 for Indians and 
188:1 for Whites.

The fields in Black townships 
were generally said to be poorly situat
ed, overoccupied and poorly main
tained.

No official figures were available 
for 1987.

Soccer Association of SA

________ Football Association of SA

National Soccer League

SA  Sports Federation

SA  Soccer Federation

NPSL

S A  N a tio n a l F o o tb a ll 
A s s o c ia tio n

SA  Council on Sport

Som e logos of soccer and sports controlling bodies.

National Professional 
Soc cer League

SA  National Olympic 
Committee
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OF SOUTH AFRICA

Boiki M othei
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Postal Address; PO  Box 910, Johannesburg  
2000.
Physical Address; 4th Floor, Zam besi 
House, 44  Von  W ie lligh  Street, Johannes
burg 2001.
Telephone Num ber; (011) 331-7581 

The Sosa  executive committee;
W ilphasiu s M a p h a k a , Tel; (053) 4 4 8 7 4  or 
41863; Them bi M tokw an a , Tel; (021) 23- 
2310; Molefi N  O liphant, Tel; (016) 33- 
0626 ; TS Nkosi, Tel; (0401) 42011 ext 
2337; A lfred Hlophe, Tel; (0331) 99 -5856 ; 
G ibson Thula, Tel; 783-4594; D a n n y  M ood - 
ley, Tel; (0 41 )42 -4210 ; Reuben M ogashoa, 
Tel; (015) 22 -4310 ; Sydney  M atia, Tel; 
(01431) 35 29 0/ 421 40 ; Legau M a th ab a - 
the, Tel; (011) 446 -2826 ; Solom on More- 
w a, Tel: (011) 331-7581.

ADMINISTRATIVE
STRUCTURE
SASA is run by an executive com
mittee headed by its president, Wil
phasius Maphaka.

The association has a secretary- 
general, Solomon Morewa, in full-time 
employ, and six additional staff 
members.

It has eight provincial units, the 
National Soccer League and the Refe
rees’ Association of South Africa 
affiliated to it.

The eight provincial units are one 
each in the Free State, Natal, North
ern Cape, Eastern Cape, Western 
Cape and Ciskei and two in the Trans
vaal.

Affiliated to the eight provincial 
units are 32 “zones”, to which are af
filiated 232 local or district associ
ations.

Sasa claims a membership of 
11 537 clubs and 488 206 players.

Its appeal board consisted of Wil
phasius Maphaka (chairman), G Ne- 
gota, Legau Mathabathe, Molefi 
Oliphant and Solomon Morewa.

Sasa ran two national senior and 
two national junior competitions.

Each competition had its own ad
ministrative officer.

SOCCER ASSOCIATION 
OF SOUTH AFRICA (S asa)

B y Solom on M orewa  
Secretary-G eneral o f  Sasa

THE most significant developments 
for Sasa in the 1987 season were an 
increase in membership and spon
sorships, the establishment of an edu
cation trust and a new competition, 
the Stars of Tomorrow, for junior 
players.

Club membership increased from 
11 438 to 11 537 and the number of 
players from 486 206 to 488 206 
from 1986 to 1987. Most of the clubs 
who joined Sasa came from various 
other organisations.

A new sponsor, Adidas, joined 
the Sasa fold, sponsoring the Stars of 
Tomorrow competition. This 
brought the number of sponsors to 
four and the total amount to R 1,4- 
million over a period of three years.

The past three years’ sponsor
ships were broken down as follows: 
Smirnoff -  R350 000; Adidas -  
R150 000; Premier Milling -  
R240 000; Chappies -  R600 000.

This is a remarkable achievement 
for an organisation that is barely three 
years old.

It is even more remarkable if it is 
considered that amateur soccer has 
traditionally received little support 
in this country.

The tendency is to sponsor 
professionals because of their high

publicity value.
As an organisation that operates 

at grassroots level on a massive scale, 
we are sensitive to the needs of our 
community. A need that has been 
positively identified is that of edu
cation.

There is a dire need to provide 
youngsters with financial assistance to 
achieve their academic ambitions.

Consequently, the executive com
mittee of Sasa decided to establish the 
Sasa Education Trust.

The purpose of the trust is three
fold:
□  To provide bursaries for soccer 
players who are studying at university 
level.
□  To provide bursaries for soccer 
players studying at technikons.
□  To provide financial assistance
to soccer administrators who wish to 
study any of the courses offered by 
the South African Soccer Academy.

We have been striving to raise 
funds from various sources to get the 
trust off the ground and set our
selves a target of RIOOO 000 as initial 
capital.

In our first season, 1985, we ex
perienced many teething problems in 
organising and administering our 
competitions. Happily these problems 
were largely eliminated in 1987, al
though there are still some areas of 
concern.

The distinguishing features of our 
competitions are that they are all 
sponsored and are all national. Sasa 
has to ensure that these competitions

SENIOR COMPETITIONS
THE SMIRNOFF LEAGUE 

This competition, which started 
in 1986, was sponsored for R350 000 
over three years by Gilbeys Distill
ers. It is played on a knockout basis, 
first zonally, then provincially and 
then nationally.

About 2 000 clubs took part.
The final was contested by 

Tembisa Lucky Rovers and Junior 
Bucks from Edendale in Maritz- 
burg. Rovers won 1-0, with Zachariah 
Zulu scoring the goal.

In 1986 the competition was won 
by Eastern Rangers.

THE IMPALA LEAGUE
In 1987 Sasa took over what was 

the NSL’s 1987 third division. The 
Impala inter-provincial tournament 
was temporarily discontinued and its 
sponsorship transferred to the new 
division -  the Impala League.

The competition was due to finish 
in 1988.
STATISTICS
JUNIOR COMPETITIONS
CHAPPIES LITTLE LEAGUE 

The Little League, which was in
troduced in 1986, was sponsored for 
R200 000.

About 1 400 teams took part in 
the competition which was played on 
a knockout basis for under-12s and 
under-lOs.

In 1986, the categories were un- 
der-8 and under-10.

Teams affiliated to the Football 
Association of South Africa took part 
in 1986 and 1987.

LATE R O U N D  RESULTS 

U N D E R -10

Y o u n g  N e ighbours Q C ape  Tow n Pirates 3 
Kaizer Spurs 1 Pirima 5
D urban  Deep 1 Pimville Stars 7
M apetia  Youth 1 Early Birds 2
Panthers 3 M e a d o w la n d s  Professionals 4



are successfully managed.
Our management philosophy is 

based on the following fundamental 
principles:
□  Full participation in the decision
making process of the association 
by all its constituent units.
□  Full participation in all the ac
tivities of the association by all its con
stituent units.
□  Decentralisation of power and 
delegation of authority to officials of 
the association at various levels.
□  Full use of the best available 
manpower in order to optimise admin
istrative performance.

Administrative performance by 
our officials at district association, 
zonal, provincial and national levels 
has been satisfactory, but not optimal.

Since our creed is one of “striving 
for excellence” we need to improve 
our administrative performance.

The most serious administrative 
problems experienced in 1987 were:
□  The failure to meet prescribed 
deadlines for the various competitions. 
This is a most serious problem in 
most, but not all, of our units.

It results in delays and the chang
ing of prescribed deadlines to the det
riment of some competitions. It also 
results in our head office pressurising 
officials for results. This is often re
sented by these officials.

The lethargic approach to admin
istration results in teams being in
structed to play at short notice and 
under abnormal pressure. This situa
tion is unacceptable as it may result

in general dissatisfaction among the 
teams.
□  Poor communication. It is vital 
that our communication is effective in 
order to achieve understanding of 
the association’s objectives by all its 
units. Consequently there must be 
on-going communication, both up
wards and downwards. Sasa must 
keep track of the needs of its units and 
this can only happen if officials in 
the various units keep us informed.

On the other hand, our units 
must be fully Informed of Sasa’s aims, 
objectives, plans and programs.

Specific problems we have exper
ienced are the late reporting of re
sults, disputed logs at zonal level, 
lower associations and clubs not being 
informed of association plans and 
the failure of some officials to attend 
annual general meetings.
□  It is evident that in some units 
there is no full appreciation of the 
sponsorship obligations of Sasa.

We have identified some of the 
causes of these administrative prob
lems:
□  Sasa officials work on a part- 
time basis.
□  They work on a free and volun
tary basis.
□  Inadequate educational back
grounds.
□  No training in soccer manage
ment.
□  Lack of perception of association 
objectives and a lack of a sense of be
longing.
□  Inadequate motivation to 
achieve results.

S a s a ’s Solom on Morewa.

M oroka  Sw a llow s 0  Mofolo Y o u n g  Destroy
ers 5
Fa irw ays Stars 4 Klerksdorp 1
African Bom bers 1 PC  Y oun g  Ones 4 

C ape  Tow n Pirates 1 Fa irw ays Stars 2 
M e a d o w la n d s  Pros 1 Pimville Y ou n g  Stars 
0
Pirim a 5 Early Birds 4
Mofolo Y oun g  Destroyers 1 PC Y oun g  O nes 
4

Replay

Mofolo Y ou n g  Destroyers 2 M oroka  S w a l
low s 0

SEM I-F IN ALS

M e a d o w la n d s  Pros 2 PC  Y oun g  O nes 1 
Pim ira 0 Fa irw ays Stars 2

FINAL

Fa irw ays Stars 0  M e a d o w la n d s  Pros 0 
D  Fa irw ays Stars w on 5 -3  on penalties

U N D ER -12
W estview  2 
All Nation 1 
Cartoria A lb a  Chiefs 3 
Worster Spurs 0 
Balfour Park 1 
Pimville Y o u n g  Stars 4 
Sir O ppenhe im er 5

C rew  Prim ary 1 
Pirima 4 

Bedfordview  2 
Fa irw ays Stars 4 

Panthers 4 
G loria 4 

G rasshoppers 1

Klerksdorp C ity 2 Early Birds 1

Replays

Pimville Y o u n g  Stars 2 G loria 3
Klerksdorp C ity 3 Early Birds 0

Panthers 0  Cartoria A lba  Chiefs 2
W estview  0  Pirima 3
Gloria 1 Klerksdorp 0
Fa irw ays Stars 4 Sir O ppenhe im er 0  

SEM I-F IN ALS
Gloria 3 Fa irw ays Stars 1
Cartoria A lba  Chiefs 2 Pirima 0

FINAL

Cartoria A lba  Chiefs 1 G loria 0

1986  W inners
Under-10: W olves W anderers 
U nde r-12: Fa irw ays Stars

THE STARS OF TOMORROW 
This competition, introduced for 

the first time in 1987, is aimed at pro
moting the soccer skills of young 
players.

It is a skills test which involves 
varying degrees of ball-control with 
the feet and the head. Points are al
located to each competitor.

The competition was sponsored 
by Adidas for R50 000 and was open 
to all registered Sasa players under 
the age of 14.

It started at club level, where an 
estimated 11 000 players competed. 
Each local, zonal and provincial as
sociation produced winners.

The eight provincial winners took 
part in the final at Ellis Park on No
vember 28 as part of the pre-match 
activities of the Mainstay Cup final.

The finalists and their points:
1: Vincent Mokhele (778)
2: Larry Marumoagae (386)
3: Zolani Ngwelani (533)
4: Randy Mchunu (815)
5: Brian Maphumulo (812)
6: Morena Mokoena (1 000)
7: Desmond Madze (760)
8: Petrus Maphoto (499)

The winner was 12-year-old Mor
ena Mokoena, who played for Pimville 
Young Stars.
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Top: Little League players in action at Ellis Park. (Below): one of the penalties being taken in the shootout in the under- 
10 Little league final between Fairways Stars and Meadowlands Professionals at E llis Park in November. The team s 
played to a goalle ss draw in normal and extra time, and Stars won 5-3 on penalties.



SA NATIONAL FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION (S an fa )

By S teve R am oetsane  
A s s i s ta n t - s e c r e ta r y  o f  
Sanfa

Sanfa was not able to submit a con
tribution in time for publication. 
What follows is an edited version of 
an article by Steve Ramoetsane which 
appeared in City Press in October 
1987.
AS a national organisation, Sanfa 
has a duty towards its affiliates and 
units -  and not to the Soccer Asso
ciation of South Africa or the SA Soc
cer Federation.

If the Press reported positively, 
and did not condition people to believe 
that Sanfa was struggling or fold
ing, the public would have known the 
facts.

I understand the concern of the 
media and the other associations 
about the future of Sanfa. The crit
ics believed that Sanfa would not sur
vive beyond June 1985 and have 
been forced to extend its existence 
month after month until the present 
time.

Sanfa has made several state
ments, but the Press has refused to 
publish them for fear of telling the 
public the truth.

As early as March 1987 Sanfa is
sued a Press statement about its new 
structure. This and subsequent 
statements were not published.

Sanfa alive and well 
despite criticism

Sanfa has delegated the responsi
bility to all provincial units of running 
the Promotion League, which is a 
national league controlled by the Pro
motion League Central Committee. 
Sanfa handles the national play-offs 
to the NPSL second division.

This was done to facilitate better 
and more effective administrative pro
cedures. The affiliation fee re
mained the same -  R150.

Those who think Sanfa is dead 
should take the trouble of visiting our 
offices, which are still at McCarthy 
Centre, 34 Eloff Street, Johannes
burg.

Sanfa continues to administer the 
provincial associations, and the pro
vincial units continue to administer 
the district associations, which have 
formed zones.

We have established an effective 
communications network from top to 
bottom which has been a great suc
cess and it is this success that has 
been such a great concern to our 
critics.

Claims that there is disharmony 
among the executive committee mem
bers are just not true. The secretary 
and the president meet every two days 
to discuss urgent matters, and other

members are kept informed of devel
opments.

I do not understand why the man
ner in which we conduct our affairs 
should concern those outside the or
ganisation. We are a team, and we do 
not concern ourselves with anybody 
but our members.

We still have many people who 
believe in us and who stand by us.

If Sanfa president Zeph Senk- 
hane intended to resign, as has been 
claimed in City Press recently, I 
would have been the first to know be
cause we are in regular contact. We 
refuse to accept what anybody says to 
the contrary.

It appears that Sanfa’s existence 
is a threat to people who do not be
lieve in their principles. I want to 
make it clear to everybody that Sanfa 
members and supporters at all lev
els have principles -  and believe in 
them.

Sanfa still observes the long
standing codes of conduct as far as 
amateur football is concerned, and 
we have maintained that policy. The 
district and provincial associations 
are not concerned about the thousands 
of rands Sasa is receiving, and have 
undertaken to sponsor themselves.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION (S an fa )

Boiki M othei
Street Address: 3rd Floor, M carthy  Centre, 
34  Eloff Street, Johannesburg  2001.
Postal Address: PO  Box 9343 , Johannes
burg 2000.
Telephone N um ber (O i l )  331-5065.

ADMINISTRATIVE
STRUCTURE
Sanfa is divided into district, zonal, 
regional and provincial associations.

Official figures relating to all af
filiated units in 1987 were not avail
able.

The organisation seems to have 
decentralised overall control and has 
kept a low public profile at national 
level.
OFFICE BEARERS 
Titus Malaza, who was elected 
president of Sanfa in August 1986, re
signed in April 1987, citing a lack

of co-operation from fellow-officials as 
the main reason.

His position was taken in an act
ing capacity by Sanfa’s senior vice- 
president, Zeph Senkhane.

The other officials elected to the 
executive committee in 1986 were 
Steve Ramoetsane, J Majinja, Ra
phael Miya, Herbert Gumbi, Peter 
Mogale, Temba Makana, Jerry 
Nhlapo, Archie Dyasi and John Coan- 
gae.
COMPETITIONS
Sanfa runs only one “national” 
competition -  the promotion league. 
This is played on a regional basis, 
with the provincial winners meeting to 
decide the national winner.

The 1987 final was due to be 
played early in 1988.
SPONSORSHIP
Sanfa did not have any sponsorships 
in 1987. Some of the competitions in 
some of its district and other associ
ations do enjoy sponsorship. Zeph Senkhane
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