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Joyce B. Wackna . \
411. L E W I S  & M A R K S  B U I L D I N G S 29th January,1944.

L IL L IE  M. B A R  LO W  A R T H U R  Q . B A R LO W  F R A N K  W. W A R IN Q  W

Miriam B. McWilliam-SmitH

F O U R T H  F L O O R

P R E S I D E N T  S T R E E TDr.A.B.Xuma.M.D. D.D.H.
The President General, J o h a n n e s b u r g  
The African National Congres^UTH AFRICA 
104 End Street,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir,
We are in receipt of your letter of the 25th instant 

and regret that owing to*an oversight at this office your original 
letter to the Editor has only recently been forwarded to him.

As you know it is our custom to add a footnote to letters 
and in this instance as the writer of the article Y/as away we wished 
to give him a chance of replying to it .

We trust that in a hhort while your letter and a reply 
will be published in the columns of Arthur Barlow's Weekly.

Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

for ARTHUR BARLOW1S WEEKLY
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U n i e  v a n  S u i d - A f r i k a .— U n i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a .

mantoor van t>te /BMmster van fllaturellesafce.

The President-General,
The African National Congress, 
104, End Street,
JOHANNESBURG.

Ref.No. C/X-CRB.

©ffice of tbe /iftintstet of IRative affairs. 
Parliament Street,

CAPE TOWN.
31st January, 1944.

U , h ^ 7  '  ^  ̂

Sir,
With further reference to my minute No. C/X-CRB 

of the 31st ultimo, I wish to inform you that I have now had a 
reply from the Secretary, Civil Re-employment Board, and I enclose 
a copy of a letter received by him from the Director, Non-European 
Army Services, regarding the delay in effecting discharges at the 
Modder Bee Depot.

Yours faithfully,

SECRETARY.
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COPY. Office of the Adjutant General,

Union Defence Forces,
PRETORIA.

17th January, 194-4.
Ref.No. N.A.S. 3/30/1.

The Secretary,
Civil Re-employment Board, 
287 Skinner Street, 
PRETORIA.

DELAY IN EFFECTING DISCHARGES AT MODDER BEE.

1 . The Director has always taken a personal interest 
in the dispersal of-N.M.C. details who are discharged from the army 
and who are entitled to discharge benefits. I am, therefore, able 
to give you an assurance that, except for the delays caused in 
regard to the assessment of pensions, etc., the outflow is keeping 
pace with the inflow of discharges.
2. The usual procedure on the discharge of a volunteer 
is for the Chief Paymaster to suspend payments of dependents* 
allowances until the account has been finalised, when the necessary 
adjustments are effected. Steps are being taken to expedite 
this as much as possible to avoid unnecessary hardships that may
be caused on account of this precaution.
3 . * 1 shduld like to extend an invitation to the 
President General of the African National Congress and any other 
members of his organisation who may be ̂ interested to visit 
Modder Bee, where they can see how the discharge of N.M.C. details 
is being carried out. It would, of course, be necessary for me 
to have advance notice of such a visit so that the Area Commandant 
and others concerned at Welgedacht can be advised.
4. Your 14/2 N. refers.

(Sgd.) Lt.Col. Mockford.
Colonel.

DIRECTOR NON-EUROPEAN ARMY SERVICES.

3 Artillery Row, 
D.H.CJ. PRETORIA #



MEMORY : LATE SIMON PETER MATSEKE.

We the undersigned hereby beg to  draw the a t t e n t i o n  of the  p u b l ic  
in G e n e ra l ,  and a l l ' A f r i c a n  L e a d e r s ,  M i n i s t e r s  and T ea ch e rs  t h a t  i t  is 
two y ears  s in c e  our dear L e a d e r ,  the l a t e  S . P .  MATSEKE, passed away 
and t h e  q u e s t io n  a t  i s s u e  is t h a t  th e re  i s  a g r e a t  danger in  South 
A f r i c a ,  of t h i s  n o ta b le  Leader and Statesm an being f o r g o t t e n .

The L a te  S . P .  MATSEKE was a g r e a t  S tatesm an Leader and l o v e r  o f  
h i s  p e o p le .  I n  f a c t  he devoted most of h i s  l i f e t i m e  in  se rv in g  th e  * 
A f r i c a n  people  u n s e l f i s h l y  and w ith  u n t i r i n g  d e t e r m in a t io n .  He did 
very l i t t l e  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  and spent  most o f  h i s  energy in  se rv in g  
t h e ' p u b l i c .  He died in  h a r n e s s ,  b e in g  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the T ra n sv a a l  
A fr ica n  Congress and a member o f  th e  E x e c u t i v e  o f  the  A f r i c a n  
N a t io n a l  Congress .  He served in  many P o r t f o l i o s  in  th e  P r o v i n c i a l  
and N a t io n a l 'C o n g r e s s  with g r e a t  f a i t h f u l n e s s  and a b i l i t y .

I t  cannot be denied th a t  up to  now th e  T r a n sv a a l  P ro v in c e  i s  
without a P r e s i d e n t .  The p u b l i c  as w el l  as Leaders are s t i l l  faced  
with  the problem o f  "who i s  a s u i t a b l e  man to  be p la ce d  in  t h i s  
important o f f i c e ” . This w i l l  convince everybody who has a sense 
of"humanity  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  th a t  t h i s  n o t a b le  S tatesm an d e se rv e s  
publ ic  a t t e n t i o n  and remembrance.

His p a s s in g  away was deeply  r e g r e t t e d  throughout the  whole 
South A f r i c a .  I t  was not o n ly  a lo s s  t o . h i s  fa m ily  but a l s o  a g r e a t
l o s s  to t h e  A f r i c a n  n a t i o n .

We have sponsored a Coinnittee c o n s i s t i n g  o f  M essrs  C .B .  Mbolekwa 
as Chairman and A.M. P e r c y  M a h l a t j i e  S e c r e t a r y ,  Mesdames R.  M ashish i  
and A l b e r t i n a  Mbolekwa to  commence a S p e c i a l  Fund to  he known as 
MATSEKE MEMORIAL FUND. O rganis ing  S e c r e t a r i e s  and C o l l e c t o r s  w i l l  
be appointed to  a s s i s t  to make the  campaign a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .

We most humbly appeal to  our P r e s i d e n t  G e n e r a l ,  D r .  A.B. XUMA, 
to  give t h i s  m a t t e r  h i s  b l e s s i n g .

The Committee t h e r e f o r e  makes an appeal  to  a l l  L e a d e r s ,   ̂
M i n i s t e r s ,  T e a c h e r s  and the p u b l ic  in  g e n e r a l  from a s  f a r  a f i e l d  
as Cape P r o v i n c e ,  N a t a l ,  O . F . S . ,  T ra n sv a a l  and t h e  B r i t i s h  P r o 
t e c t o r a t e s .

The Committea looks forward w ith  c o n f id e n c e  t h a t  our F a t h e r s ,  
the A fr i c a n  C h i e f s ,  w i l l  a l s o  p la y  t h e i r  p a r t .

A l l  do n at ion s  r e c e iv e d  w i l l  be p u bl ish ed  weekly in  th e  Bantu 
World. Donations from European f r i e n d s  w i l l  be g r e a t l y  a p p r e c ia t e d .  
The purpose o f  t h i s  Fund i s  t o  e r e c t  a Tombstone in  Memory and 
remembrance of  the  L a t e  S . P .  MATSEKE.

A l l  Donations to  be s e n t  to  :

C .B .  Mbolekwa, Chairman, 
Matseke Memorial Fund,

10 T a n t s i  S t r e e t ,
P.O.  A t t e r i d g e v i l l e , 

PRETORIA.'

/f ^ 2  • Signed by

---- oOo-----* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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4 ,0 0 0  Workers on Strike> *

for a Living Wage.
The G as and Power Workers' Union appeals for your support and 

assistance in the strike at the V.F.P. plants. Here are the facts. Judge for 
yourself.

OUR CONDITIONS.
Today, we are paid 2/- per shift plus cost of living allow ance if we work 

at the power station. W ages are paid only after completion of 30 shifts, that 
is five weeks.

At the end of five weeks work we draw £3 plus cost of living allowance.
If we are outside on the repair or maintenance of power lines, we earn 

£5, but have to provide our own food.
W e get no leave. We are forced to live in compounds separated from 

our wives and families, even if our wives live in town.

OUR DEMANDS.
W e have not asked for much. We have asked for a  weekly w age of £1. 15. 

minimum, or £7. 14. 6. if paid monthly by calender month, not after 30 shifts 
have been worked. W e have asked for the provisions of the Factories' Act 
to be enforced for us in regard to two weeks annual leave. We have asked 
for married quarters for those who wish to live with their wives and children. 
W e have asked for recognition of our union by the bosses and the right to 
enter compounds on union business.

WHAT WE HAVE DONE.
W e have pressed these demands since December 1942. We have tried 

everything possible to settle our dispute without stoppage of work. W e have 
done this:

^  Twelve months ago we settled a  strike at Rosherville Power 
Station, on the understanding that the V.F.P. Company would meet 
us and negotiate an agreem ent. W hen the negotiations started the 
Company refused any concessions.

Q  Six months ago we stated our case to the Mine Native W ages 
Commission. At first we were told that we did not fall within the 
Commission's terms of reference. Later our evidence was accepted. 

^  Five months ago we wrote to the Minister of Labour asking for an 
arbitration in our dispute, under a  W ar Measure. Letters stressing 
the dangers of strike action if an arbitrator was not appointed were 
sent to the Prime Minister and the Minister of Justice.

P.T.O.



W e were told by the Minister of Labour and the Prime . 
Minister that the matter w as "receiving attention." ’ ' 

@  One month ago a  general meeting decided on no more defey. 
Strike action w as to be taken if no arbitrator w as appointed within 
30 days. W e notified the Ministers, the Department of Labour a n d ' 

' the Controller of Manpower of this decision. We were told to tell our - 
workers to wait until the Commission published its report.

@  Less than one month ago we told the Director of Native Labour 
that unless the Government appointed an  arbitrator, the Union 
officials could not hold the workers back.

The Native Affairs Department officials promised to urge 
the Government to act. Some days later we were told by 
the Labour Department that we were "causing trouble," 
and that if the workers cam e out on strike, "strong action 
would be taken against them."

@  One week ago we informed the Department of Labour and the 
South African Electrical Workers' Association that a  decision to 
strike had been taken, if the Government would not act. Mr. Calder 
Secretary of the S.A. Electrical Workers' Association phoned the 
Controller of Manpower in an attempt to get the Company to meet 
us.

W e were told that the Government could do nothing. The 
Department of Labour refused to arrange a  meeting with 
the Company.

Our workers are not prepared to wait any longer!
For over 12 months we have tried to reach a  peaceful settlement!
Our strike is now the responsibility of the Company and the Government.
The V.F.P. Company made £13^ million (£1,250,000) profit last year!
We are expected to live on 16/- per week!

STAND BY THE WORKERS FOR A LIVING WAGE!
You can help in the following ways:

1. By sending liberal donations to the Secretary, G as & Power Workers' 
Union, 5 Kruis Street, Johannesburg; or Secretary. Non-European 
Trade Union Council, 5, Kruis Street, Johannesburg, or Secretary, 
Local Committee S.A. Trades & Labour Council, 31, Shakespeare 
House, Commissioner Street, Johannesburg.

2. By applying to the above addresses for collection lists to collect from 
your friends and fellow workers.

3. By providing transport to take the Union officials and organisers to 
the various power stations.

4. By sending donations of food for the strikers.

H  Issued by the Gas & Pow er W orkers’ Union, 5, Kruis Street, Johannesburg. Printed 
by the Prompt P. & P. Co., 94, H arrisop Street. Johannesburg.
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JOHANNESBURG SOCIAL SECURITY ACTION COMMITTEE.

A  MEETING OF THE JOHANNESBURG SOCIAL SECURITY ACTION 
COMMITTEE WILL BE HELD IN THE SUB-COMMITTEE ROOM, aT 
THE CITY HALL, -JOHANNESBURG, ON THURSDAY, lOTH FEBRUARY,
1944, at 4 p.m.

G.R.Felamann,
2nd February 1944. Secretary.

A G E N D A  .

1. Apologies.

2. Confirmation of Minutes of meeting held on 20th January,
1944. (Copy Attached)

\

3. Matters arising from the minutes:
а. Speakers panel b. Poster Competition 
c. New Members d. Slogan Competition, 
e. Items 6 - 1 0  f. Typewriter
g. Concert h. Mr’s.Norgarb

4. Consideration of Administrative Report. (Copy Attached)^
1. Minutes of meeting of Publicity & Membership Committee
2. Date of Financial year
3. Amendment to Constitution
4. Expenditure
5. Income
б. Membership

5. General.
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Ylst

r & o f

:-rv A

, -. — ^  . >* 

t'/? tttirv&t 'Xf , ^  *nr>UA^.

'/U « _ ^ V

'yis'&Ofot££+ ny&C -̂ crp- L̂ĉ  t» 7

'  V £ * 6 w ^ '  ^

O - w C  £^L-Otjk^^(lCy

-  O  -  ,  , H  - • - ■  ,  / v

(A -̂ U t^ y  _, __ _. ___ ' jpWjjBBpB
7 ^ 3,  . (X^^ikJ ^ tP

cJ(̂ v/̂ l4h.t>g err &SZ tr>=.



Collection Number: AD843  

XUMA, A.B., Papers  

PUBLISHER: 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 

African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 

otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 

owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 

contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 

copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records 

sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. 

While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information 

contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical 

Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. 

Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes 

any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or 

any related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, held 

at the Historical Papers Research Archive at the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 


