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D e a r  E C C  m e m b e r

It  h a s  b e e n  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  p r o v e d  t h a t  t h i n g s  t e n d  t o w a r d s  a 

s t a t e  o f  c h a o s  if l e f t  to  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h i s  is t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

r e c e n t  e x p e r i m e n t s  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  E C C 's f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s .  T h e  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f i n d i n g  is  t h a t  f a i l u r e  to s u b m i t  a b u d g e t ,  

w e l l  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p e n s e  w h i c h  is  p l a n n e d ,  

l e a d s  i n e x o r a b l y  t o  r u i n  a n d  d a m n a t i o n .

In  f u t u r e ,  p l e a s e  s u b m i t  a b r i e f  w r i t t e n  b u d g e t  to E x e c  w h e n e v e r  y o u  w i l l

t h f c o V T  t h a n ' S a Y ' R  5 0 -0 0 ‘ T h e  °U t l i n e  b e l o w  is e x ^ P l e  o f
t h e  s o r t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d e d .  P l e a s e  d o n ' t  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  -

y o u  m a y  f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  c a s h  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  h a v e  t o  f o o t  t h e  b i l l  y o u r -

W e  a l s o  n e e d  t o  b e  a l i t t l e  m o r e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a b o u t  h a n d i n g  in  r e c e i p t s  a n d

t H f ed “ eckr s, ti11  ^  »«>> . i «  « ? . * «  r s :  s
at l e a s t :  “  PaE>er a " d  h a V e  n° °t h e r  u s e ' p l e a s e  i n d i c a t e

* W h a t  t h e  i n v o i c e / r e c e i p t  w a s  f o r
* Y o u r  n a m e

W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  y o u  n e e d  t o  b e  r e i m b u r s e d

^ n d W L f 0 l l°T ^h e S £  S i m p l S  p r o c e d u r e s ' t h e n  s u r e l y  o u r  b u c k s  s h a l l  m u l t i p l y  
a n d  o u r  m e n t a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  e m p t y  o f  E C C  t r e a s u r e r s .

T h a n k s

C h r i s  d e  V i l l i e r s  

T r e a s u r e r

S U G G E S T E D  B U D G E T  F O R M A T

* S u b g r o u p  :

* D a t e  :

* W h a t  m o n e y  is  r e q u i r e d  f o r  :

* T o t a l  a m o u n t  r e q u i r e d  :

* B r e a k d o w n  o f  c o s t s  : (if a p p l i c a b l e )

* W h e n  is p a y m e n t  r e q u i r e d  : (eg: in  a d v a n c e ,  o n  i n v o i c e ,  c a s h  o n  d e l i v e r y ,  etc)

* M e t h o d  o f  p a y m e n t  : (eg: c a s h ,  c h e q u e ,  i n v o i c e ,  etc)

N o t e :  w e  m u c h  p r e f e r  to  g e t  a n  i n v o i c e ,  b e c a u s e  w e  t h e n  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  30 

d a y s  to  p a y .  T h i s  is u s u a l l y  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o  k n o w  us. I f  

w e  h a v e  t o  p a y  c a s h  (or w i t h  a c a s h  c h e q u e )  w e  s h o u l d  g e t  a d i s c o u n t .



W h e n  J a n e t  C h e r r y  is a s k e d  h o w  she c o p e d  w i t h  n e a r l y  a y e a r  in 
d e t e n t i o n ,  she g r i n s  and q u o t e s  a s e c u r i t y  p o l i c e m a n ,  "Kuman 
b e i n g s  is o -  hm .x < u ,\ t . ; t h e y  can a d apt to a n y t h i n g . "

As the w e e k s  and m o n t h s  d r a g g e d  b y  in prison, J anet o f t e n  
r e m e m b e r e d  M a j o r  R o e l o f s e ' s  c o mment. "He w a s  right", she says, 
one c a n  a dapt to so m a n y  things. One can a d a p t  to life in 

d e t e n t i o n  and to the u n c e r t a i n t y  of not k n o w i n g  h o w  long y o u  will 
be in f o r ."

A w e e k  a f t e r  her r e l e a s e  f r o m  N o r t h  E n d  P r i s o n  in Port Eli z a b e t h .  
J a n e t  is in Ca p e  T o w n  w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y  and fr i e n d s .  She is fit and 
h ealthy. In fact e v e r y o n e  w h o  se e s  h e r  r e m a r k s  o n  h o w  well she 
looks. She p l a n s  to take it e a s y  for a w h i l e  but is a l r e a d y  
t a l k i n g  about her p o l i t i c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  next year. As we w a l k  up 
t o w a r d s  the forest, she can n o t  get o v e r  h o w  b e a u t i f u l  T a b l e  
M o u n t a i n  is. T h e  space, colours, w i n d  a n d  m o v e m e n t  are still new 
e x p e r i e n c e s .

Until J u n e  last y e a r  J anet w a s  the c h a i r p e r s o n  of the End 
C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  (ECC) in Port E l i z a b e t h  and a l iteracy 
t e a c h e r  w i t h  the A d u l t  L e a r n i n g  Pro j e c t .  W h e n  the S t a t e  of 
E m e r g e n c y  w a s  i m p o s e d  on June 12 she w e n t  into h i d i n g  in Cape 
T o w n  to a v o i d  d e t e n t i o n .  The s e c u r i t y  p o l i c e  c a u g h t  up w i t h  h e r  5 
w e e k s  later - "there w a s  that awful 5 o ' c l o c k  k n o c k  on the d o o r j " 
she rec a l l s .  "The po l i c e  w e r e  f a i r l y  p o l i t e  and s a i d , " h a v e  some 
tea, get y o u r  t h i n g s  together, w e ' r e  d e t a i n i n g  y o u  u n d e r  the 
E m e r g e n c y . '  I felt no panic. J u s t  r e s i g n a t i o n .  T h e  i n e v i t a b l e  was 
h a p p e n i n g ."

L a t e r  that d a y  the p o l i c e  d r o v e  J a n e t  to ' L o u i s  le G r a n g e ',, 
s e c u r i t y  p o l i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in Port E l i z a b e t h .  w h e r e  she spent 
t h ree w e e k s  in s o l i t a r y  c o n f i n e m e n t .  She w a s  t h e n  m o v e d  to N o r t h  
E n d  P r i s o n  and h e l d  w i t h  three o t h e r  w h i t e  w o m e n  d e t a i n e e s  f r o m  
G r a h a m s t o w n  until t h e i r  r e l e a s e  in Oct o b e r .  She w a s  alone again 
for t h r e e  w e e k s  b e f o r e  Sue Lund, a G r a h a m s t o w n  Rural C o m m i t t e e  
f l e l d - w o r k e r , w a s  d e t a i n e d  and put in h e r  cell. J a net was 
r e l e a s e d  in August a f ter 11 m o n t h s  in d e t e n t i o n .

She o n l y  h a d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the s e c u r i t y  p o l i c e  d u r i n g  the first 
month. The d e t e n t i o n  w a s  p u r e l y  ' p r e v e n t a t i v e ' :  "the police 
d i d n ' t  ask m e  a b out a n y t h i n g  I w a s  i n v o l v e d  in. T h e y  s i m p l y  did 
not w a n t  me  to pl a y  a p o l i t i c a l  role in PE." E v e n  d u r i n g  the 
initial p e r i o d  in "L o u i s  le Grange' she w a s  " n o t  i n t e r r o g a t e d  as 
m u c h  as i n s u l t e d "  by s e c u r i t y  police. On one o c c a s i o n  M a j o r  
R o e l o f s e  a c c u s e d  h e r  of s e t t i n g  up s t r e e t  c o m m i t t e e s  in PE "but 
he h a d  no f a c t s  to b a c k  this up. It w a s  a r i d i c u l o u s  a l l e g a t i o n . "

Life in N o r t h  E n d  P r i s o n  w a s  bleak. It is a v e r y  o l d  p r i s o n  and 
not m e a n t  for long t e r m  prisoners. T h e r e  are no r e c r e a t i o n a l  or 
s p o r t s  f a c i l i t i e s .  and no m o v i e s  or r a d i o s  as in o t h e r  prisons. 
D e t a i n e e s  are not a l l o w e d  to in t e r a c t  w i t h  n o n - p o l i t i c a l  
p r i s o n e r s  and so can not w o r k  in the k i t c h e n * ^  l a u n d r y ! o r  ke e p  
b u s y  w i t h  o t h e r  p r i s o n  work. T h e y  m a y  not e v e n  eat w i t h  the o t h e r  
p r i soners. F o r  m o s t  of the d a y  the d e t a i n e e s  are c o n f i n e d  to 
t heir cells. W i t h i n  that limited s p a c e  t h e r e  is an immense amount 
of time.



The d a y  b e g a n  at 5:45 w h e n  the w a r d e r s  s w i t c h e d  on the lights and 
w o k e  the d e t a i n e e s .  F o r t y - f i v e  m i n u t e s  later th e y  r e t u r n e d  to ask 
if t h e r e  w e r e  any 'klagtes' ( c o m p l a i n t s ) . The d e t a i n e e s  w e r e  
s u p p o s e d  to be s t a n d i n g  at a t t e n t i o n  n e x t  to t h e i r  beds, "but 
a f t e r  a w h i l e  we  lost int e r e s t  in t h o s e  m i l i t a r i s t i c  a c t i o n s , "  
J a n e t  laughs." We r e m a i n e d  s i t t i n g  on  our b e d s  and s o m e t i m e s  slept 
t h r o u g h  the p r o c e s s ! "

A f t e r  'k.lagtes' the o u t s i d e  g r ill w a s  u n l o c k e d  and the d e t a i n e e s  
c o u l d  use the bathroom. B r e a k f a s t  w a s  at 7:30 in the c o r r i d o r  
o u t s i d e  the cell - m i e l i e p a p  w i t h  p o w d e r e d  milk, b r e a d  and jam, 
tea or coffee. The d e t a i n e e s  w e r e  locked b a c k  in t h e i r  c e l l s  for 
an h o u r  a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t  and t h e n  r e l e a s e d  into the c o u r t y a r d  for 
an h o u r s  e x e r c i s e .  The c o u r t y a r d  is a b o u t  the size of a small 
living room.

L u n c h  w a s  at 11 o'clock. T h e  s o y a  so u p  and m i e l i e  r i c e  v<jic4- 
inedible. T h e n  the cycle w a s  r e p e a t e d :  c o n f i n e d  to the c ells till 
2100, a n o t h e r  h o u r s  e x e r c i s e  and s u p p e r  at 3pm. S u p p e r  c o n s i s t e d  
of samp, d e h y d r a t e d  m i x e d  v e g e t a b l e s  and, on d i f f e r e n t  d a y s  of 
the week, fish, meat, soya, c h i c k e n  and eggs. O n l y  the e g g  and 
fi s h  w e r e  beara b l e .

At 4 : 0 0  the w a r d e r s  locked all the d o o r s  and went home, leaving a 
s k e l e t o n  staff on duty. It w a s  a bad m o m e n t  for the det a i n e e s .  
" T h e r e ' s  th i s  w h o l e  p r o c e s s  of a b o u t  5 p e o p l e  w i t h  8 b u n c h e s  of 
k e y s  c l o s i n g  up. T h e y  say g o o d n i g h t  and y o u  h e a r  t h e m  g o i n g  d o w n  
the p a ssage, s l a m m i n g  all the d o o r s  and locking them. T h a t ' s  the 
Part, e v e r y  d a y , w h e n  y o u  feel ' I ' m  locked in for a n o t h e r  night. 
I'm not g o i n g  to get out of he r e  tonight.' A n o t h e r  d a y  gone."

The long u n i n t e r r u p t e d  s t r e t c h  of time in the c e lls f r o m  then 
until the next m o r n i n g  was the m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  p e r i o d  of the day. 
The d e t a i n e e s  read, k n itted, h a d  p o l i t i c a l  s e m i n a r s  and tau g h t  
eachjDther s o n g s  and Xhosa. T h e y  pai n t e d ,  d i d  e n d l e s s  c r o s s w o r d s  
and p u zzles, and w r o t e  the two l e t ters t h e y  w e r e  a l l o w e d  to send 
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  e a c h  week. "When t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  of us we w o u l d  
e v e n  h a v e  fun. But t here is al w a y s  a p e r v a s i v e  s e n s e  of 
f r u s t r a t i o n ,  of not h a v i n g  c o n t r o l  o v e r  y o u r  life and not k n o w i n g  
w h e n  y o u  wi l l  be r e l e a s e d . "

In O c t o b e r  the G r a h a m s t o w n  d e t a i n e e s  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  and J a n e t  was 
on h e r  o w n  f o r  three weeks. "That w a s  w h e n  I took the mo s t  
strain, b e i n g  alone s u d d e n l y  a f t e r  h a v i n g  lots of s u p p o r t  and 
s t i m u l a t i o n .  I never k n e w  h o w  long I'd r e m a i n  in solitary. I had 
n o v e l s  but th e y  w e r e n ' t  enough. Y o u  can be e s c a p i s t  to a c e t a i n  
ex t e n t  but a f t e r  a w h i l e  all n o v e l s  s e e m  v e r y  s i m i l a r . "

The p e r i o d  of s o l i t a r y  e n d e d  w h e n  Sue L u n d  w a s  d e t a ined. F o r  9 
m o n t h s  t h e y  w e r e  in the same cell, w i t h  no p r i v a c y  and no m e a n s  
of g e t t i n g  away f r o m  ea c h  other, "yet in m a n y  w a y s  it w a s  a 
f a s c i n a t i n g  experi e n c e .  We w e r e  lucky to get on so well. We 
s e t t l e d  into a v e r y  d i s c i p l i n e d  rou t i n e ,  d o i n g  e x e r c i s e  at 
c e r t a i n  t i m e s  e v e r y  day and s t u d y i n g  at o t h e r s . "  J anet h a d  w o n  
p e r m i s s i o n  to do an H o n o u r s  c o u r s e  in E c o n o m i c  H i s t o r y  at the 
U n i v e r s i t y  of Cape Town.



A c r u cial s o u r c e  of s t r e n g t h  t h r o u g h  the d e t e n t i o n  w a s  the 
k n o w l e d g e  that m a n y  local and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g r o u p s  w e r e  
c a m p a i g n i n g  for h e r  r e lease. The letters of s u p p o r t  f r o m  
o v e r s e a s , the f o r t n i g h t l y  v i s i t s  f r o m  h e r  f a m i l y  a n d  the m e s s a g e s  
th e y  b r o u g h t  f r o m  f r i e n d s  gave h e r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  "I thought, 'if 
this is w h a t  p e o p l e  feel about me. I'm b l o o d y  w e l l  g o i n g  to live 
up to it.' I w a s n ' t  g o i n g  to let t h e m  d o w n . "

T h e r e  w a s  al s o  s t r e n g t h  in k n o w i n g  th a t  b l a c k  d e t a i n e e s  were 
c o p i n g  w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  far w o r s e  th a n  h e r s  — "p r i s o n s  and po l i c e  
s t a t i o n s  are p r o b a b l y  the m o s t  r a c i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in the w h o l e  
a p a r t h e i d  str u c t u r e .  B l a c k  d e t a i n e e s  at N o r t h  E n d  P r i s o n  are 
c r o w d e d  in t h e i r  cells, in so m e  c a s e s  10-15 p e o p l e  p e r  cell. T h e y  
s l eep on m a t s  on the f l o o r  and not on b e d s  w i t h  sheets, and 
g e n e r a l l y  d o  not eat as w e l l  as w h i t e  d e t a i n e e s .  M a n y  are 
p h y s i c a l l y  a s s aulted; some are t o r t ured.

"What r e a l l y  s h o c k e d  me  t h o u g h  w a s  th a t  I w a s  t r e a t e d  w i t h  k i d  
g l o v e s  w h e n  it came to m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  but Mrs. Bani, a b l a c k  
d e t a i n e e  in the same build i n g ,  d i e d  w h i l e  I w a s  there. She w a s  a 
d i a b e t i c  and s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  g e t t i n g  s p e c i a l i s t  t r e a t m e n t .  She 
s h o u l d n ' t  ha v e  b e e n  in a cell w i t h  o t h e r  people. She w a s n ' t  even 
in the p r i s o n  h o s p i t a l .  And she d i e d . "

T a l k i n g  about Mrs. Bani is the o n l y  time Janet e x p r e s s e s  a n ger 
about d e t e n t i o n .  She is s t o i c  about her own i m p r i s o n m e n t  
" D e t e n t i o n  is an i n e v i t a b l e  part of on e s  life as an a c t i v i s t  now.'
A lot m o r e  of us are g o i n g  to be d e t a i n e d ,  we  h a v e  to accept 
that. C o p i n g  w i t h  that e x p e r i e n c e  is one of o u r  r o l e s  in the 
s t r u g g l e . "  She insi s t s  that o t h e r  a c t i v i s t s  s h o u l d  k n o w  th a t  they 
will cope. " E v e r y o n e  that w a s  d e t a i n e d  w i t h  me has co m e  out 
a s k i n g  h o w  s o o n  can I get s t a r t e d  a g a i n ? ' "  H e r  final words, 
b e f o i e  she h e a d s  off to have s u p p e r  w i t h  h e r  b r o t h e r  w h o  h a s  iust 
a r r i v e d  in Cape T o w n  to see her, are p r e d i c t a b l e :  "Human b e i n g s  
is a m i r a c l e ;  t h e y  can adapt to a n y t h i n g " .
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f a s i t S u j u r s k
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I The Human Awareness Programme is celebrating its tenth
I anniversary this year. We would like you to celebrate with
[ us because you have shared part of our history. Please join
| us for lunch on Saturday, August 22 1987.

Venue: Sheena Duncan’s home, 45 22nd Street, Parkhurst 
I Time: 12.30 p.m.
{
t

R.S.V.P. Glenn Cohen before August 14.
Telephone: (011) 728-1211/2/3 
Address: P O Box 95134,

Grant Park,
2051,

I South Africa.
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I support the declaration calling on the government 
to recognise freedom of conscience, and to allow 
E C C  t h e  ricrh t t n  c n p o t lECC the right to speak! 

Signature: s Q , .



Dear Friends in Pietermaritzburg,

I hope your workshop has been constructive and inspiring 1 I'm sorry 
to have had to miss it, and so am writing down some of my thoughts about 
ECC in PMB, most of which you have probably spent the whole 
evening discussing anyway 1

The firs$ thing which struck me here was that although the 
sub-coms were operating fairly efficiently and with enthus
iasm, many people seem to feel that ECC as a whole is flounder
ing. I think this points to
1. The importance of integrating our theory and practice
2. The need for clearer definition of our structures,
3. The need for a more programatic approach to planning our 

action.

by all accounts the conceptual workshops held recently went 
a long way to reaffirming our role as ECC, and developing 
our understanding of how and why we organise anound the issue 
of conscription. I think tht by creating a dynamic relation
ship between discussions such as these and out actions, we 
will help ourselves develop into politically conscious activists 
and also avoid some of the 'floundering'syndrome.

Another area in which we need to integrate theory and practice 
is in our conception of democracy. While PMB is earefultto 
involve all members in discussion and decision making, I think 
truely responsible democracy involves all of us in action and 
collective leadership. I think we would benefit enormously 
from less reliance on elected leadership, and from everyone 
thinking agout the campaign and taking more active responsibility 
for it.

This leads me on th the need to overhaul structures (which, I 
suppose is part of what today was all about). Importantly, 
there seems tobe a need to co-ordinate sub-com and campaign 
actions, to define the relationship between town and campus 
and to define the role of the exec, including that of the chair
person and worker. Better co-ordination would give a greater 
sense of working together as dine body andwould also probably 
improve the mood in the G.B.

thirdly, in terms of working together and being able to see 
ourselves achieving concrete things in PMB, I think it 
would be good to develop a more programatic approach to our 
work. This would involve setting realisable short-term goals 
which fit together into a broad plan.

As an example, I would say one of our priorities in PMB would 
be to recruit more people into active involvement in our 
structures. This needs to be done systematically, with 
carefull thought given to who wefcll recruit, how weftll do 
it, what we are going to do to keep people involved and develop 
their understanding of what ECC is. We need to address the 
question of why people 'drop out'. All our members need to 
be thinking of these things and taking responsibility for 
ensuring the long-term existence of ECC in PMB. All the 
sub-coms need to be working out how their work contributes 
to an overall membership drive, and we need to be sure that 
there is good co-ordination of all the activity.
Nothing is impossible I Given our understanding of ECC's 
social context, we must and will be able to expand our group.



develop our skills, leadership, discipline and committment.

I'm going to stop here, Iftve really enjoyed working with you 
in PMB and in spite of all the above, feel inspired by the 
hard work, committment and honesty of the group here.
I'm sure that the experience of National Conference will 
help you to feel more fully part of the Great National End 
Conscription Campaign and that 'Together we will bild a 
brighter future'.

Best wishes to you all. May you grow from strenghh to strength.
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End Conscription Campaign
20 Ecumenical Centre 
20 St Andrews Street 
Durban 
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Tel: 3045883 
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