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WE BELIEVE T H A T  IT IS THE MORAL 
RIGHT OF SOUTH AFRICANS TO  
EXERCISE FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE AND  
TO CHOOSE NOT TO  SERVE IN THE SADF.
The definition of a 'just w ai' in
cludes the following components:

1. It must be declared by a legiti
mate authority. Yet South A frica  
has declared no war; nor Joes the 
government represent the m ajority .

2. It must be waged for a just 
cause We do not believe that 
apartheid or while domination is 
a just cause.

3. It must be Corned out w ith  a 
right oi good intention. T h e  inten
t io n  of t l.e  SALlf- is to  p reserve  
ap arth e id  ill the expense of the 
m ajority of b<'Uth A frica 's people.

4 1 lie wai must a reasonable 
chance of success The war in 
Namibia is ‘unw .m uule' And tlie 
legitimate demand* ol those who 
suffer undei apoitheid cannot be 
suppiesseo forevet

I ne w a i m ust be i  <dei ta k e n  
o n ly  as a lj» t  re so rt. T h e  S o u th  
A lr ic a n  s ia U  hos M jfu ied lo  lis te n  
to u i ncg w tu io  w ith  the lo .u fe is  
i l l  the peop le  li jt'.-ad lb * /  twtvo 
Iinuned , i lc la in e u . to rtu re d  a m l 
iin p n so ited  I host’ w t , ,i  ilu rnandud  
.1 lie u  am i d e flio tf  J l  r .  iO C K fly  
V  lu leu cc  li.is  o lw j jS  been Ihe  
lu s t  c h o iiu  o l the i la le

We therefore firm ly believe that 
South A fricans have a legitimate 
and incontestable right to refuse 
to serve in the S A D F . and to refuse 
to have any association w ith the 
armed forces. The state has refused 
to acknowledge the right of (30(i- 
viduals to follow their qwn con
sciences. They insist on involving 
us all in their morally indefensible 
bloody conflict.

We call on all South A fricans to 
stand together on this issue O nly 
as a united body of people w ill 
our call for an end to conscription 
tie heeded.

WE C A L L  FO R  AM EN D  TO  
C O N SC R IPT IO N .

WE C A L L  FO R  A  JU S T  P E A C E  IN 
O U R LA N D
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WE LIVE IN AN UNJUST SOCIETY WHERE 
BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS ARE DENIED TO  
THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE.
73 per cent of South Africa's 
people have no say ;n the govern
ment of th« Republic of Sooth 
Africa, no rights in the land of their 
birth. Blacks are forced to suffer 
the shame of the ‘dompas’ — there 
are over 200 000 arrests for pass 
law offences in South Africa each 
yeai.

I n  t h e  K b A  b l o c k s  a i u  n o t  p c i  m i l l 

e t )  I n  ■•.'Side h i  Mu- m t i a s  o l  t h e n  

i . I i u k  i \  i i u i  I n  i c i i i . w i i  m i  l a n d s  

11 •*- y  I w i / o  im.< n p i i . - d  I m  c e n t i m e s  

biii«.i? I ’JM r ( l i i i p  It.ive b e e n

3 SOU 000 removals in South 
Africa, including those who have 
been moved more than once, and 
it is estimated that the government 
Intends to carry out 2 000 000 
more.

South Africa is a violent country, 
where the state is the main aggress
or. Each year hundreds of people 
are detained for  lengthy peiiods. 
Very few are ever tried. The leaders 
of the oppressed majority languish 
in prisons around the country. 
Torture by the security police is 
widely alleged and there have been 
62 deaths in detention.

Housing, education and health ser
vices are basic rights, yet they are 
unequally allocated. As many as 
390 000  houses are needed for 
urban A fricans Black education is 
very poor arid has provoked wide- 
spicad protest For every teacher, 
there are 43 black students, com
p lied  to 18 white students. And 
only 23 per cent of teachers at 
black schools have Standard 10 
qualifications.

I he health status ol the people 
reflects these inequalities. II is 
estimated lliat a thud of black 
children in South A frica  su llc i 
liom  inalnuti ilm n. O l every 1000 
iliild ie n  born, 170 in tin; I innskni 
*iiill 2*10 h i  the C iskei w ill die he
lm n llu- age i>l nni!.

WE LIVE IN AN UNEQUAL SOCIETY WHERE 
T H E  LAND AND WEALTH ARE OWNED BY 
T H E  MINORITY.
The Land Acts of 1913 and 1936 
divided South A frica into the white 
owned farmlands and cities of the 
H SA . and Ihe impoverished home
lands or bantustans, which were the 
most underdeveloped and unpro
ductive areas. The latter comprised 
J >er cent of South A frica 's land, 
y«.. they were meant to accommo
date the A frican m ajority in South 
A frica , over 70 per cent of the total 
population. The homelands are 
unable to support even a fraction 
of their populations. Hunger, 
m alnutrition and disease are wide
spread and the infant m ortality rate 
is very high.

The so-called ‘ independance’ of the 
'homelands’ has changed nothing. 
The impoverishment of the home
lands has o*curred alongside the 
growth of the industrial centres. 
Sou lh  A frica is a wealthy countiy . 
It produces enough food lo  feed 
everyone and more in this country.

Yet that wealth is inonpolised in 
the hands of a few, and apartheid 
has entrenched the economic Ine
qualities.

The average white fam ily earns 
more than 6 times the amount a 
black fam ily in the HSA  earns. 
T ins figure does no t. include the 
‘ independent’ homelands .

The household subsistance level for 
a black fam ily of 6 persons in Cape 
Town in 1983 was R279 .28 .

The rise of the multinational corp
orations means that nearly 80 pet 
cent of all companies on the Jo 
hannesburg Stock Exchange are 
controlled by the top seven com
panies in South A frica . 1 he 30 pei 
cent rise in foud prices at Ihe end 
of 1980. which severely hit blacks, 
has been attributed lo the small 
number of food producers acting 
logether.



WE LIVE IN A SOCIETY IN A STATE OF 
CIVIL WAR , WHERE BROTHER IS CALLED  
ON TO FIGHT BROTHER.
In 1974 the Catholic Archbishop of 
Durban, Denis Hurley, warned:
"In  my view any conflict arising In 
the near future on our borders will 
be in the nature of civil conflict, 
with people of the same country 
fighting each other. I believe it is 
our duty to discourage people in 
getting involved in this military 
conflict because of the realities of 
the South African situation — a
situation of oppression......."
"T h e  enemy is not some faceless 
communist horde from behind '.he 
Iron Curtain. The enemy are our 
own people, fellow S t Jth  A fricans, 
a guerilla, army of young peopl0 
who fled South A frica after the 
Soweto unrest of 1976 in their 
thousands and were recruited into 
the army of the A N C ."
(Gerald Shaw C ap eT im es82 ) 
Botha and his generals would have 
us believe that South A frica  faces 
a 'communist onslaught' on the

border. Yet it has become increas
ingly obvious that one of the main 
functions of the SA D F is to oper
ate internally to quell the demo
cratic demands of South Africans. 
As the 195/ Defence Act states, 
"on service in the prevention «r 
suppression of internal disorder 
the Republic.”

‘ Internal disorder’ can be students 
out on boycott, workers striking 
for higher w*j#s. or residents resis
ting relocation io  arid wastelands. 
The operational area is no longer 
just the borders of the country — 
ono moment it is K T C , the next 
Magoptl Ihe next Sharpeville, 
and now the Vaal Triangle.

1 ha growth of the S A D F  is d irectly 
related to intensifying resistance of 
those South A fricans who daily 
suffer the hardships of apartheid. 
The following graph demonstrates 
Botha’s war machine to be a calcu
lated response to the demands of 
an oppressed m ajority, calling f 
freedom. Following the uprising, 
of Shaipevilis ( I9 6 0 ) , tho Durban 
slnko  (19 M) and Soweto’s unrest 
( l'J /G ) there =ire enoimous incrcas- 
cs in delence spending. These in
creases also coincide w ith the 
launching of armed struggle by the 
A frican Notional Congress(in 1961) 
and tlif! intensification of that 
struggle since 19 76, following the 
independence ol Mozambique and 
Angola.

YOUNG MEN ARE CONSCRIPTED T O  
MAINTAIN THE ILLEGAL OCCUPATION OF 
NAMIBIA, AND T O  WAGE UNJUST WAR 
AGAINST FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

° .  ie international Court of Justice 
declared in 1971 that South A f r i
ca's continued presence in Namibia 
was 'illegal'. The United Nations 
Resolution No. 435 remains a blue 
print for Namibian independance 
that South A frican will not accept. 
The escalating conflict in Namibia, 
already described as ’unwinnable’ 
by Leiutenant General Jannie 
Geldenhuys, is daily exacting a 
heavy cost in terms of lives and 
finance.
It is estimated that 10 per cent of 
tho total South A frican budget is 
being spent on Namibia. In I9 6 0  
P W Botha announced that R3000 
million had been spent on 'in fra
structure and defence' in Namibia

5 annual cost of Ihe war alone is 
Nju I R600 million.

A l least 10 000 Namibians have 
rlitd in I ho 18 yeai war This 
amounts lo 1 pei cent ol Ihci-ntim  
population. Intim idation, toi («•••- 
and brutalisation ol innocent 
people by Ihe South A h ican  ailin'd 
forces is widespread. A u v  in 
point is Andreas Kapilmqo who w.is 
spihoaslcd by Kouvoet mrmhi-r.

and eventually had to have Ins right 
arm amputated
South A frica has repeatedly con
ducted acts of m ilitary aggression 
against its neighbouring countries. 
Since 1976 numerous attacks on 
Angola have been launched, and 
there h js  been a continuous S A D F  
presence in Southern Angola. In 
1978 the SA D F attacked the 
refugee camp at Cassinga, killing 
167 women, 147 men and 298 
children.

In 1982 the SA D F launched an 
attack on Maseru killing more 
thru 30 people. A number of raids 
ha^e been conducted into Mozam- 
bioue, including Ihe jet attack on 
M.ipulo in 1981. It ts widely' 
accepted that South Africa has 
b rc ii providing support to |he MNII 
rebels in Mozambique, to Jpn.i> 
Savmibi's UNI IA  mnvemrnt, lo 
si.| t;i /A P U  in /im li.ihw !.’ ami |i*
I i*'-nlhn*\ L I A 1 l»;s anvMiiit in 
.i (|fri(*i .lli/rd  potif y d I rfi *.I,iI•• I>*..iI 
k iii



TOWARDS A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND
A Declaration Yo End Conscr'ip+icn

We live in an urjusr society where basic human rights are dtriicd 
to the m ajority of the people. 

We live in an unequal society where the iand and wealth a:^ 
owned by the m/nority. 

Wi live in a society in a sfate of civil war, where brother is 
called on to fight brother.

tVc ca il for an end to conscription.

Voung men are conscripted t c  msin+ain the. illegal occupation o( 
Namibia, and J''> wage unjust war againsh foreign countries.

VounO' m e n  a r e  conccnpted ho a s s i s t  in t h e  im p le -m e n ta h io n  a nd 
d e f e n c e  o f  a p a r t h e i d  p o l i c i e s .

°
Y o u n g  rr.er, u jh o  r e f u s e  to s e r v e .  a r e  f a c e d  w it h  -the c h o .c e  o f  a  

l ; f e  o f  e x ile  o r  a  p o s s ib le  six* y e a r s  ln  p r is o n .

VVs cali for an e^d to conscriptioni

We believe -that the financial cost of -the wa*" increases the poverty of 
our country, and -that money should rarir-T t t  used in the in-terests of peace.

; ,e believe that the extension of conscription to coloured and indian 
youths will increase conflict- and further divide our country.

WE BEUEVE THAT IT 15 THE MORAL RIGHT OF SOUTH 
AFRICANS TO EXERCISE FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE 
AND TO CHOOSE NOT TO SERVE IN THE SADF.

WE CALL FDR. AN END TO CONSCRIPTION 

WE CALL FOR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND



YOUNG MEN ARE CONSCRIPTED TO 
ASSIST IN THE IMPLEMENTATION AND 
DEFENCE OF A P A R TH EID  POLICIES.

The SA D F has been used repeated
ly to crush opposition to apart
heid and separate development.
1961 Sharpeville. A  peaceful 
protest against the Pass Laws be
came carnage, with 67 killed, after 
police opened f>-«. In Cape Town 
the situation was tense as well. 
Both Nyanga and Langa were 
cordoned off by army and police 
units, and many people were brut
ally beaten.
In 1976 there weie nationwide 
student protests against apartheid 
education. The ro t police, backed' 
up by the army in Soweto were 
responsible for over 1000 deaths. 
1980 — dining a strike by 10 000 
municipal w o rke r in Johannesburg 
I he ai my coidoned o il the com 
pound', .iiul tmci'd wotkeis o n to  
h u ik \  In he dumpi-d in the homo- 
I.Iiul ,

During the 1981 schools boycotl 
the S A D F  and police sealed off the 
township of Westbury, near Bos- 
mont, and conducted house to 
house searches intim idating the rest 
dents.

In 1983 the S A D F  helped force 
the people o* Magopa to leave the 
land which they owned agair 
their w ill.
Following the recent unrest in the 
v aa! triangle over rent increases, 
Mr Louis le Grange, Minister of 
La w  and Order, took Geneial 
Magnus Malan for a tour of the 
area. Mr Le Grange stated that the 
S A D F  and SA  police co-operated 
closely in ’circumstances like these’ 
Incidents such as these motivated 
the South A frican Council of 
Churches to adopt a resolution in 
1974 which stated :
" . . .  the Republic of South A frica 
is at present a fundamentally unjust 
and discrim inatory society and this 
'njusiscc and discrim ination consti 
tutes the prim ary institutionalised 
violence which has provoked th- 
counter-violence of the te iro r iv . 
or freedom-fighters."

the m ilitary forces of oui 
country are being prepared to de
fend this unjust and discrim inatory 
society and the threat of m ihta iy 
lo ice  is in fact already used In do. 
lend I tie status i|iio  against moves 
In i r jd n j l  (.hongr hum outside the 
white I.' Iff till .III; "

II

YOUNG MEN WHO REFUSE TO SERVE ARE 
FACED WITH THE CHOICE OF A LIFE OF 
EXILE OR A POSSIBLE SIX YEARS PRISON.
The on ly  grounds on which alterna
tive service to the m i l i t a r y  is made 
available are those of universal reli
gious pacifism. The traditional argu
ments of just war’ theory are not 
acceptable to the authorities

»o
,J 'USl War’ theory was summed up 
by Dtirban Archhishop Denis Hurl- 
ey as follows .-

1, If South A frica  gats involved in 
a bolder war. this war w ill have 
been provoked bv the policy of 
apartheid.
2 . T o  defend white South A frican 
society by force o f arms is to de
fend ‘ he po licy of apartheid.
3 . I'c defer.- apart !,eid is to defend 
an unjust cause
4. It is not p?r»ni-,iab!e for Christ
ians tn fighl dr war

Many So u .h  V r ic s m . including 
Peter Moll and Bfl!y Paddock have 
gone to j,*<i for upholding these 

C  "efs. Others id;e P*ter Hathorn 
arid Paul Dobvir*. h.<ve ijone to jail 
for objecting -  t:;r; S A D F  on moral 
and polit(C2f ih »!iiJS.

lo  huii this ■■•jvi. o f objection the 
state has •>._r- Ir;r- nonaltv to 
a m a*irntin ; •» i. »>. ■ t> jJt(

But this has p-m halted (lie  rjr.-joi.iq 
Protest n t i . i  i- . vmiiIIi I . i i iy
yea. theie m u te ly  1000

people who fail to report for na
tional service. Many of these go 
into exile, from which they m ay  
never return.

The views of one objector, Bretl 
Myrdal, echo those of many'olhers 
who have refused to serve.
" M y  d ile m m a  m ean t that I had to
choose sides And I had to take the 
side o l  a people working for a just 
and free South A frica  For me. 
commitment lo  a non racial strugg 
le lias meant that I must mfi.-.e I . ,  

i xe in (he \/\| i|

(Objector 1/<1/)9U3)



WE BELIEVF T H A T  THE FINANCIAL COST 
OF THE WAR INCREASES TH E  POVERTY 
OF OUR C O U N T R Y ,  AND T H A T  MONEY 
SHOULD RATHER BE USED IN T H E  
INTERESTS OF PEACE.
The South A frican defence budget 
has increased enormously over 
the last few decades. In 1960 
R44 million was budgeted. Oy 
198-1 the budget had increased to 
R3 755 m illion, which is a phe- 
nomal 8534 per cent increase. 
Ocfence now takes up a total of 1 7 
per cent of the central qovern-

T hr a ho vp figures ore probably an 
un;)«rfitim ate. Mon*;y is shunted 
through 'n  the SADf- via a number 
of sperm! accounts. whose contents 
aic s c x r o t  and not open to invosti- 
galinn. I ho 19N4/85 budget has 
i.i cii 'in. i'*a»cd by ?1 per cunt In 
i i i g i r - s i  Wlutc Paper on dflenc<\ 
th>; Mm * I *'' o I Oefence. Magnus 
M,i i,ii i. iinhcali'fl th.il U'.h.'ticn 
I ii'iiii'i v..i> Id inn'.tin a
! >|• ly  md ,/Mlilil p i'd iah ly
i: ii i> ,■ > .ii I lie ii".)' '■

-V i t  . 11 , 111. i » n  b u n l b  A ' |  I«
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S A D F , To  finance the ongoing war 
G ST  has been repeatedly raised, as 
was stated by the Minister of 
Finance, who said the m ilitary 
had overspent its budget by R30C 
m illion.

m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e

1 9  5  8  - 1 9  8  3

M  !•'#*!

*  i  c o o

• 1 1 00

/

/

* 1 * 00 0 I

■ 1 9  9 0

» n o
i t  \ • / • \ a  o  r

» * e • l u t O I I  • -

.1 I b o  
•  l - l

, *  . .  . . . . . . . .

x  I t s

if. * *•  " •

*  f r •  »  '  ‘ s  »  i  • 
»  • t. •  •  v  »  r  *  «  . 

v  i J *  r  ** s  ,̂ •  . 
«  r . •  *  -

---------------- U H H U l *  I I I -  1 ^ : , -A * .

In  a d d 't io n  *hc- m ilita ry  has created 
a severe sh o ita y e  o f m anp ow er 
South A fr ic a  su ffe rs  f io m  a la ck  ol 
s k ille d  w u ik e rs . Tw o  y e a is  co n  
so ip tion  in  the a im y  a m o u n ts  h
a i iirif'S|>ondnii) ab ii'ili.i1 ol lw< 
yr a fi Ihi i i i  III'' «■< uiiom y. F'H tin 
ii'aMin tin' i>xIi.'i is i ij i i ol iimiM.i p 
Imn l<> t olmnoils j i i i I Im hair i
t I■ ■ I I l« | I I II 111 fl 111 «1,11 * M I

WE BELIEVE TH A T THE EXTENSION OF 
CONSCRIPTION TO COLOURED AND  
INDIAN YOUTH WILL INCREASE CONFLICT 
AND FURTHER DIVIDE OUR COUNTRY.
Statements by PVV Both* and 
Magnus Malan indicate that the ex 
tension of conscription is being 
considered:
"Up to now we did not b r in g  this 
matter forward because we did 
no ive the accommodation, we 
did not have the financial capa
bility, and we had to be satisfied 
with the voluntary service they 
have rendered... When they have 
tha vote, gradually we w ill extend 
their service too, naturally , as we 
did with the w hites."

(Cape Times 4/1 1.33 - PW Bolha)

Power sharing m e jn s  jo in t respon
sib ility , /\ncj means egua|

obligation to d e fen d  tho "rights"  
w hich co loureds and Ind ians have 
recently acquired P y iencjjng co „.

scription will also make the South 
African conflict appear to be non- 
racial. Such a move is also becom
ing very necessary as the currently 
conscripted white community be
comes more and more extended in 
combatting insurgency. As Cmdt 
M Swanepoel of 21 Battalion (a 
black unit) said :

With blacks in SA army uniforms 
you can say, 'Heck, this proves that 
this is not a whito man's struggle 
any more.' ”

But already the opposition to these 
mov-js amongst youth and demo
cratic organisations is widespread.

formed an an li. ^ 
conscription committee The Na- ) 
tional Forum has called on its 
organisations to sol up anti- 
conscription committees.
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