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he expressed views differ from those of the chief,
R~ T TN / (e fathet

T

HE

of Louis X1V - "L, *etat c'est moi."

Towards the end of his reign, when his intellectual faculties
were declining, and when he had to cope with new, strange intricate
and unwanted problems of foreign penetration, European tortuous
diplomacy, ennexation and protection treaties in strange formulas
and unknown tongues, when strange demands and importunate exactions
were crowding upon him, he was often bewildered and confused; then
he was forced to oscillate between the conflicting opinions and
counsels of his ednally bewildered and confﬁsed’dsuncillors, perplexed
h-xnlnaxwhxtxtuxki:xnqn-tt;xhtuiiﬂnxnix-nixsnltxiilxsnnantiin::x
bnxnnxuxwhaj«tlxhinxxxth-xxllixnhaxxhlxulaxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxyxxxxx
betwern what in his primitive way he conceived to be the highkest
interests of his ti1ibe, and what he vas assured to be the best by ,
those who posed as friends to him, and representatives of a righteous
government - Queen Victoria's government regarded among the Batwana
as a guarantee of justice eamd honour, and others who also posed
as friends to him, and representatives and exponents of a selfless
rellgion -~ Christ's religion of brotherhood and love./ Always
un ected in priveve and in public, it w 1nté§3;:::;
to note in publie gather tta*fﬁs’i;EE;::;s of speech

with which esman could express h en if in so doing

The chief was used to swear by "Ra-Seetsela"y/ this being his
fether Tawana's fillonymic. derived from oeotsela, his eldest son.
Thus, to emphasisema peint or make an exclamatign, or express surprise
Montshiwe would saymf,?Ka mphata ya ge Ra-Seetsela"; .hat is to say,
Py the shades of Ra-~Seetsela (or Tewana), but on account of his
defect of sveech, this would sound (Ka mphatja ya ga Ka-Sheetjela."

Among ‘"he Batswana, respéct is shown to grown-ups by calling
them efter tEﬁ @ of their first born. Thua ae soon as keverend
; - = = M flog=-|
Robert ﬂoffa+/ K?? first %2?“ inlgu;y fhﬁrwas called Ra Mary; i
that is the father of Mary£ Thﬁgpruse does not Lcocwever hold strictly
wevre

in case of chiefs and kings . / - among Kuropeans, royalty is usually
just called by the first nameraﬁxaslku%k%iv 3ﬂ4¢~uv' 1*1f14%%ﬂu¢{@w

menleltece - b /7 btilintos :
ome o ef Montshiwa's,common expressions.
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a prayer and closed with benediction. It was in strict keeping with
this practice that when he was about to undertake his long, last
Jjourney, he sommoned his European missionary to shrive and bless him.

During the latter part of his chieftainship, his tribe majlde
considerable progress materially, socially and intellectually. From
being a purely nomadic and pastoral society, they began to till the
80il more extensively. This implied & more settled mode of life,
and a corresponding improvement in the comstruction of their houses
and cultivation of the peaceful arts. The wéalthier classes among
them acquirsd, not only cattle, goats and sheep, but also horses,
wagons and of course guns as wyell. They also built houses bg a

European style an. even dought /furnitureAW’L TVW”-&"" 7" 36, ‘5,; necels’

. Montshiwa's intellectual eminence in his age is beyond question
It has been admitted by all those who knmew him, and by others who
only heard or read of him. It has been granted willinglj by friend
and grudgingly by foe, however the latter might hate, however much
they differqd from him, they could not ignore him.

Sidney Shippard, Administrator of British Bechuanaland who
found Montshiwa to possess a mind of his own and not always ready to
acquiesce in his views spoke of his as a "brave, sturdy and outspoken
man", It is a proof of Montshiwa's independence of thought that
those who desired to make a complaisant tool ggwgem often found hin
an inconvenient stumbling block. Tkt oo Greal Seve f—r ihaohe N ‘7*“‘“4‘

e’ the & /}ﬁv[mblw Loidd navet Jorqoe Ay

It was thus at the Boemhof Court of Arbitration of 1872 when
every chief wanted to disown Moshete on-account-ef his sllecged
irregular birth, that Montshiwa champiomned his cause and-gg%ptod him

@s of highest rank_ nk emong the the Barolong chiefs. i;h J.:l‘”}’i;im 367 5. 52
up St ey ¥ e
It was thus later when the Southern Bechuanaland chiefs had

to decide which side to take - the English or the Dutch-Boer side in
the Trensvea. War of 188l. When loshete and others chose the Boer
side, Montshiwa declared for the British{ In a sense, lontshiwa was
in advance of his times, if such a thing‘is possible « in his politica
-1l outlook, and the devotion with which he pursued his designa.

s opropeprlilt

If there was to be a aooting of the Southern Bechuaanaland
chiefs, it was Montshiwa who was expected to comvene it; if there
was a decision to be made, everybody asked - What says Montshiwa 7
Under such circumstances he became the kingmaker among the Barolong
clans and also zzo final judge of appeal, in their domestic
differences,and could not avoid the accusation made in some quarters
that he was ambitious and aspiring to set himself in glory beyond
his peere and his fellow chiefs. Among the chiefs of Southern’
Bechuanaland, he was looked upon as the leader of thought, and no
gathering of chiefs was possible without him, in fact Montshiwa
was the initiator and spearhead of any inter-tribal action or

ha wCe e t/
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movement.

To Montshiwa, more than to anybody else, black or white, is
due the failure of the Transvaasl to subjugete or annex Southern
Bechuanaland, and to him is due the existence of the Missionaries'
Road or Trade route to the interior. He is the central figure in the
struggle for "the Neck of the Bottle and the Suez Canal of the Trade
to the Interior. The question "Who will have Bechuanalend" has in
fact been left to Montshiwa to answer as it has been answered.

Early in his chieftainship, Montshiwa incorporated into his
tribe many foreign clements - members of foreign. itribes who for some
reason or other had separated themselves from their mother tribes.
Such were some me bers of the Hurutshe (totem Tshwene or baboon)
Bakwena (totem kwena or erocedile), sangwato {(totem phuti or duiker),
Bangwaketse (totem kwema or crocodile) Bamnogeng (totem noga or smake),
Bakgwatlheng (totem tlou or elephant, Masikwa (totem ) Demara,
Xhosa, Basotho. All these elements were knitted into the Tshidi
Barolong society and shared equally in Tshidi Barolong nationality
as a homogeﬁeous entity.

As stated before, Montshiwa was a thorough-going polygyni&t
of polygamist. He had altogether twelve wives, @hd never less thas
nine &t any one time. Their names and issue are shown in the table
at page X. His polygyny was perhaps not dicated purely by desire
for sensual gratification, any more than is the case with other
imperial polygamists of history. It had, as with them, politieal
motives behind it. It was practised by him to consolidate his
alliances with sister tribes and to cement the allegiance of subject
or vassal tribal elements. Thus, beside Tshidi Baroloﬁg women for
wives, he had also contracted marital bonds with women of the Makgetla
Seleka, Hurutshe and Ngwaketse clans and tribes. Did not the
magnificent King Solomon of Israel, who excelled all the kings and
princes of i.e earth for riches and wisdom, did-ke not contract
matrimonial allianoe. with the idolatrous deaughtecs of foreign kings
for the purpose entente cordiale and political friendship with the
surrounding tribce ? What say the scriptures: "But XKing Solomon
loved many strange women together with the daughter of Pharoah,
women of the Mosbites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians and Hattites."
And he had 700 wives, princesses,and 300 concubines. SColomon clave
unto these in love." (I Kings e 1-3). '
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Montshiwa's reign was more akim to advanced modern dsmocracy
VA SAEVRr way shi-foain of MW Vimes, .
monarchi He ruled ‘ K,illorng
matter without consulting them an ng their definite consent
and approval. It had of nece to be ;Ei\bccaggg\gg\fi;:fed his
authority from them not from some foreign overlords: was
theirezigg/by/iight of birth it is true, but he was their king aslso
by their consent. Montshiwa could not%ﬁﬁke the haughty claim of../
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Vontshiwa's reign was more akin to an advanced modern democracy tQEp
that of any chieftain of his times. He was a constitutional monarch.
He ruled by his counsellors.

Always and universally respected in private and in public, it
was nevertheless interesting to note, in public gatheripggﬁat the
kgetla or forum the frankmess with which any tribesman could speak,
even if, in so doing he expressed views different from those of the
chief. _

Mentshiwa could not conclude any national or public matter
without first consulting hie council and obtaining their definite
consent and approval. Being a shrewd student of human nature, an
astute diplomatist and a man of dynamic personality tnd proved ,
patriotism, he was able easily to trensmit his will to his oounsellors
and they reflected his view point. It had, of neceeaity to be so
‘becauee he derived his authority from them and not from some foreign ;
: overlords. He was ‘"heir king by right of birth, it is true, bdut
he was &t the same time their king by their conaent.

The Batshane generally, and the Barolong in partieular &
hold with dictatorship and esutocray that is so common in African
military tribves like the Zulus and the Matebele. Montshiwe,

therefore. like his predeceeaora could not drive his people, but
| eould only lead them.

He was a great and intelligent worker, and his aptitude and
capacity for work undoubtedly increased with the conplexity and
urgency of his problema during the latter years of his life when
pressure from the South African Republic put him to great straits
and taxed his resources.

After his settlement 1n Mafikeng, properly 80 ealled, "ontshiwa
wes not only the centre and pivot of all tribal activities - military,
educationdbreligioue, soeciel, traditional and ceremonial, but he
seemed to have & hand and to take a recognised part in the domestic
affairs of other Batswana tribes, and especially Barolong clans,
now convening inter-tirivel meetings, now arranging alliances,
eetfling disputes, planning actions and aggressions, and dictating
policy and strategy. With justice he could say like Louis X1V

“Ltetal c'est moi" - The State it is I. I am the brain, the heart
and the hand of the Batevana. 1 am the comuonwsalth of the Barolong,
the state iec I end I am the State. To hiw fell the duty of upbraiding,
advising and correcting many of his fellow chiefs in their failures,
‘and lapses, nay even of arranging their merrisges snd successions,
and even deciding on such intimate questions as the restitution of
COnjngal rights when some chiefs sought Yo divorce their wives
(e.g. Chief Maiketso of'Morokweng). '
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I have much pleasure in accepting as a token of your friendship and

good wishes towarde me as the reprcsentative of Her Majeaty the
Queen Victoria,

In order that you may not be wanting anything. I take this
opportunity of sending you the following articles:

12 Bottles of Sherry
24 Bottles of Brandy
1 1b of Snuff and Y you
17 1bs of Tobaccu, which I trust/will find
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ccoentable W.0.L.

Driven to desperation, Montshiwa at last on the 1l6th December
1876 dispensed with intermediaries, and the ritual of sending letters
of protest through ascending stages of offices of the South African
Republice He wrote difeotly and in Tswana to "Motlotlegi Bbrogo-
Mo-presitanta wa Tremsefala" (His Honour Burgers: President of
Trensvaal). I wish to ask you - Why do you encroach on my territory
as you are doing et Bodibe ? Bodibe &s well as the country adjoining
is my territory." - , o o

To this, President Burgers replied from Polfontein on the 18th
in Hollandsch: "Aan Kepitein Monsua: :

Ik moet u thans....kennisgeven dat ik uit kracht van eene
concessie aan mij Gouvernemert gedaan door het groot oppcrhoofd
Moshette en enige andere kapiteins die aleen onderdamen van die .
Repubiriek zijn geworden zoowel als uit kracht ven de regmatige
aanspraken van mijn Gouvqrgeucnt op territroail gezag in een gedeelte
van dit land volkomen unopraak meak op het g;mrgoiag in dit gewest.’

Ik behoof U niet te zeggen dat daar tolgena uwe eigen
verklaaring zoowel als die van Moroko te Bloohot. ‘Moshete het hoofd
aller Barolongs is, en dat ik en bezit het van al zyn regten niet
erkennen kan . dat gij of iemand anders heteenig hoodd van dit land
lijto Ep@d«—#:bq SAESanlethias LA IO ,W,,;yfrw
I Mereh 1877, towards the end of hils ;i2sidentisl term of office,
President Burgers who after all the initij. promise and hope had
not been a hot favourite with his burg rq/hnd an gpen quarrel with
his volksraad, and he launched out in a vehement tirade at them:

"I would rather be a policeman under a strong Government that the
president of such a State. It is you - you members of the kaad
and the Beers - who have lost the country, who have sold your
independence for a drink. You have ill-treated the natives, you
have shot them down, you have sold them into slavery, and now you
have to pay the penalty.

On the 12th of April 1877, the South Africen Republic was
ennexed to the British Dominions as Trensvael by Sir Theophilus
Shepstone against the united will of the kExecutive §onncil and
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summer of 1876 MMontshiwa and his tribe at last left
= 2

and returned to their traditiona on the Wolopo River

of 23 yvears. Tt hezd heen Montshiwa's intention to make

his capital at Phitshane on his relinquishing Moshaneng, but he had been
g /

forestalled by Hakgobl d hls brother Gaetsalwe who had settled there
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12neng in September 1876 in many wagons, and driving

: Leaving Mog} g
F large Werds ®f cattle/, the tTribe, about 10, PO( strong passed by
/

Selokolela, Tsoaneng, Majeneng, and crossed tL, Ramatlabama spruit close

57

tc its confluence with the Molopo and halted at Manawana - a sandy plain

a little to the east of Disaneng where reé¢sided the Batlhware of lMasibi.
=

%
From here heralds and officers of wards were sent forward to make
at Sehuba according to previously arranged plens. After

a S
tarrying for about six weeks at llanawana, Montshiwa completed the

journey of 20 miles to Mafikeng and enother 6 miles beyond it to
Sehuba, where he made his capital about halfway between lNolema's town

!

of IMafikeng and the Rapulanea villege of Lotlha k ne. Sehuba is a flat
and stony terrain deveoid of trees or shelter of any kind. It is in
eve v/Jnsuvt able for the settlement of a large population such as

lontshiwa's was, and one wonders why it was chosen in preference to 80

shiwa was now in a2 position to exercise his authority at close

-

n his recaleitrant subjects/at Lotlhakane, and he was

many more bezutiful sites.
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determined to meke it clear to them that he alonﬁ was chief in the
:.
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country they inhabited. They repudiated such rxgﬁi and so &he® met it
first with sullen and passive resistance - called non-corporation -

which afterwards b e active defiance of his orders. It was clear
that -sooner or later there would be reprisals, mutual spoliations,

n,and physicel confliet.

we 479 ’
This happened uhen Mokholokholo - Montshiwa's nephew was assaulted
and “severely man—handled and his cattle slaughtered by the malcontents

{
because they alleged that the vattle had destroyed their corn land
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Page 60

In the summer of 1876 Montshiwa and his tribe &t last left
Moshaneng and returned to their traditional home on the Molopo River
after an absence of 23 years., It had been Montshiwa's intention to make
his capital at Phitshane on his reldmnguishing Moshaneng, but he had been
forestalled by Makgobi and his brother (aetsalwe who had settled there
in 1872 after leaving Ganyesa.

Leaving Moshaneng in September 1876 in many wagons, and driving
large herds of cattle, the tribe, about 10,000 strong passed by
Selokolela, Tsoaneng, Majaneng, and crossed the [lamatlabama spruit close
to its confluence with the Molopo and halted &t Menawana - a sandy plain
a little to the east of Disaneng where resided the Batlhware of Masibi.
From here heralds and officers of warde were sent forward to make
allocations at Sehuba according to previously arranged plans. After
tarrying for about six weeks at Manawana, Montshiwa completed the
journey of 20 miles to Mafikeng and another 6 miles beyond it to
Sehuba, where he made his capital about halfway between Molema's town
of Mafikeng #nd the Rapulana village of Lotlhakene. Sehuba is & flat

and ny terrain devoid of trees or shelter of any kind. It is in
overgfgnnuitable for the settlement of a large population such as
Montshiwa's was, and one wonders why it was chosen in preference to so
many more beautiful sites.

Montshiwa was now in a position tc exercise his authority at close
range upon his recaloitrant -ubjeot- at Lotlhakane, and he was
determined to make it olear to them that he alone was chief in the
country they inhabited. They repudiated such right end so they met it
first with sullen and passive resistance - called non-corporation -
which afterwards became active defiance of his orders. It was clear
that sooner or later there would be reprisals, mutual spoliations,
violent collision,and physical conflict.

This happened when Mokholokholo - Montshiwa's nephew was assaulte
and severely man-handled and his cattle slaughtered by the malcontents
because they alleged that the gattle had destroyed their corn lands.
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people of the Republie. ,The officials of the Republic who were
willing to take am oathﬁﬁllegiaace to the-Queen of ingland were
aliowed %o retain their posts. One of these was B.C. Scholtz Native
Commissioner at Lichtenburg.//With the annexation of the Transvaal

. by Great Britain, WMontshiwa saw his prayers ahiswered and his hopes
’ realised. Thought he, thankfully, the Keate award would now be

carried into execution, the Barolong boundaries aocording to the
Award would now be recognised,; encroaching farmers from the Marico
and Liohteuburg directionqhngnld now bo‘nn:egg givan notice to quit
and Matleba's and Moshe*a's pretensions would now be silonced. The
Brttiah officinln. especially Lieutenant Governor Riohara Southoy :
and Adminiatrator W. Owen Lnayon were guite right when the3 cautioned
him to be patient and assured him that things would right thaalolvta.

Bouyed up with enthusiasm, and radiant hope, Montshiwa wrote
with a firmir hand to his trusted friend Administrator lanyon: "It

" has given me much pleasure to hear that Her Majesty's Govérnment

has been pleased to annex the whole of the Transvesl ....Feelingf
as I do now, that there can be no hindrance to moving into the
country awarded me by Mr. Keat@se..e.1 wish to bring to Your
Excellency's

I
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