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of Louis XIV - 'tL • etat c I est moi . 

Towards the end of his rei gn, when his intellectual faculties 
were (le clining , and when he had to cope lith ne , <:<trange intricate 
and unwanted problems of forei gn punetration , European tortuous 
diplomacy, annexa~ion and protection treaties in strange formulas 
and unkno tongues, hen strange demands and importunate exactions 
Nere crowding upon hi t he was often be ildered and confused; then 
he was forced to oscillate between the conflicting opinions end -
counsels of his equally bewildered and confused councillors, perplexed 
» e .1; ma i: xki:s x %~.PlU ]I . lixu l\u:ild:~ 

b:abm IlX )uu :tax1d:-a~B+Xcn:B:xl'dltx.txK x XXXX.i.xxxxxxxxx.; xxxxx 

bet\vot:n what in hi}), primitive ey he conceived to be the hi ... eat 
interests of his t 1be , and ,het he as saured to be the best by 

those who posed as friendR to him, and representatives of a r::'ghteous 
govornment - ueen Victoria ' s government regarded among the But na 
as a guarantee of justice qnd honour, and others who also posed 
as frion $ to him , and repreoontatives and exponents of a selfless 
religion - ghrist ' religion of brotherhood and love. l hlwayS 
~~~~~~------~~~~~--~--~~----~~--~--~/ 
uniV-er1:raH¥-~i.Snected in priva~e nnd in public~s' resting 
to note in public gather ot1~frankness of speech 
ith hich 

differ 

as used to 
f&ther Towana ' s filionymic , 

in so doing 
rom tho e of the c ~~ 

L u~ tl/tL---r -r ......... , ---- -
S 6b.r by flBa-Seetsela I t hi s 'being his 
derived from ~ee t -ela , his eldest SOD. 

Thvs, to emphasise. point or make an exclam tic ~ r express surprise 
lon t:3hiwa ould say - "Ka mphuta ya t::> Ra- Seetsela '; ',ihat is to say, 

'13y t he aha as of Ro-Seetsela (or. Tawana) . but on account of his 
~ . defect of speeoh , this would sound (Ka rephatja ya ge R~-Sheetjela . " 
~,/i.; • 

: ~~ ~. Among .. e t wane , respect is shown to gro n-ups by c lling 
~~~~o the. m after th _ n~e pf their first born . Thus as soon as tteverend 
\T£~ -<,c. ..,-.;..;...,..~ . Iid. .. ~K 
~.~ Robert f, offe+./ had nis firC!t - poJ;'n itl _~l!e.ry , thEW as- called R - ,arY "iIiICl-/&'P1 
~ . c; ~z;."~y'.".,~~? { 

that is the father of .ar~" This rule docs not l~Ci weveT hold strictly 
I I\-w~ #tv ~5'J\Ta,,~ 

in case of chiefs and kings . / as among .~uro eans, royalty is usual.ly 
j ust callod by the first name~(~ j!;aj!A.£-£Lv , J(/~L"' C-"VI . Jlur'<-'f./fL(..c[r 
.--rrlfrn'{ "tJ,...!.A...(.!=-c.... ' • $eed(j~~ 

. /k~ .;)ome of Chi f !.10nt~hiwa:ift s common expl'esaiolls . 
lClf .~t:; fd~."b~I i'-k 'f<'C-"'?A'~tlt~'r7A4-~ ,is-~ka~.z,.., -/ Ctc,~,· " ~~~ .. ~c.p:eq ;j_~ , 
~I"'~<--'''#- . r,. J d.... f - ... ( 'J v"-tt.cc { ~~, f6.k "r-""""-.f 

{I. w ,£~ 14/ ~"J.p #~~( KA:..ljt~h- y;t.. t-a· . ' ..... ~ cA.e-.:P I"'W- .-'<4~ 
~- _. _~ j'r • t.,.._ L ' I' // '" t/ . a.. .. N S /I .. 

~ ~ . ~a. ~ 'I-~e. ~f:-f.OC"~ -~c",.. ; ~t/ P"C, 9~..co 7' "r ,~~_ ;t~', o.{..(., ~ht.tJeJ,- cI' 

t&,~tl · Bo borur e e ere e1 iTe f ., h-<£tj:r-f L.~ J..-d'y c ' 

~egofu 0 tle sotle ~./....c."rk f~ .. l'" 
a Jegofa a re tlOgela . ~ J/U,tl .}~..,fb Ike 

(~ t'-~c.J ~Utf 
ne 10' a fa pele pele /;;?/ ~ ;!t~c ... du:l 

.Lo (ise 10 le le bab j,...:. ...... /....w ..... c.&iJ!.. ' . 

a b tle., 
m rapo inem , 3 • •.•••. . / 
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·8 prayer and closed with benediction . It W 6 in strict keoping ith 
thi practice 'that ben he ~as bout to unde:'take his long, 1 at 
journey, he sooned his European mission ry to shrive a.nd ble shim. 

" 

During be 1 tter part of b,is chieftainship , bis tribe ma~de 
considerable progress ri 1 y , socially nd intellectually. From 
being a purely nomadic d pastoral eociety, they ' b gan to till the 
60il more extensively_ fhis implied or ' ettled mode of life, 
and a corresponding improvement in t he oonstruction of thoir houses 
and cultivat10b of the peso i'ul rts .. The we th.ier classes ong 
th m Be uir~d . not only cattle , goats aDd heep , but also horse , 

agot'lFJ and of eour e guns s~. They lso butl t houses of, " 
European style ~ eve bought l fu~ni ture ,d'vvu::{ '1.r~-..; lUfrrt$",CJ:::l:! _ 1 --'- . Y tL/17--- . r~·# 

r. ontshi t s inte11~ctusl ,amin nca . in i age i be ond quest ion 
It ~ s been dmi td by all tho e ho ·· knr. him , and by ,otbe.:rs who 

onl~ rd or read 
and ' grudgingly by 

they differ~d ro 

, 
of him. Ith s been gr nted willingly ' b . frien 

foe , bo ever the 1 tter1ght hato , however uch 
him, they could rIot ignore hira.;-

idney h1ppard, dministr tor of :British 'Bechuanalan4 who 
found tlontshiwa to posess a l!1ind of his 0 and not alw ys ready to 
acqui~sce , in is views spoke of bia as "brave , sturdy nd outspoken 
man". It is proo , of 0 t ahi ' s ind pendence of thought tb t 

bose ho desir d ';) alc€l;;L complaisant tool of him often found him 
an inconvenient st blin~ block •.. -rivLA ~ hvJ 1:e..{· .s;',,: r l~/u.ej.v /1U· 1~·Jp 
e r.. !1~ £"/t tC"1"«..$t ~ c~ .. u ~v-<--,. -f~.ve/ ft,./l'''' ''' . 

J It Was thu at the ~oemhof Court of Arbitration of 1872 when 
every o11ief anted to disown foshe;t.e.. n... 00 t,- his ' 1108' 

irregUlar birth. that ontshi a champion d his ca..use tl i>Ointed. h1m 
14'1-1/1,,1.-, ~ .~.., -t~ ; . .. "fJi:"t"!"-<~ 

:~,~~f;:;l;~.t }J;,t_~~:~ief.s . '*~~'~ ' fil~~-- ~~vk J~~ 
, It was thu later hen the Southern chuanaland chiefs h d 

to decide which. side to take - the Engl! h or the' tch-J3oer s i de in 
the Tr novaa~ ar of 1881. en toshete and oth ra chose the ~oer 
aide , iontshiwa ecl red for the BritiSb/ In n e , r,ontsh1wG s 

in ·a dvance ot his timeo , if such a thing is possible - in hi politics 
-1 outlook , and th d votteD ith which he pureu d hi . dc{.)igna . 

If thor s to b a 0 ing of the ch~ neland 
obiefs , it w S ont hi a who was ex}> oted to 00 vene it; if there 
was deoision to be m a , verybedy sk d - b t says ont hiwa ? 

Under such circumstance h6 beoame the kingmaker mong the olong 
cl ns nd also lee fin 1 judge of ppeal , in their domestic 
differences, and oou14 not void the aeeua8t1o~ made in some quarters 
that he was ambitious and aspiring to set himself in glory b yond 
his peers and his !ell0 0hiefs . ong the ohiefs of Southern ' 
Bechuanal nd t he was looked upon s the 10 der of t hought, an no 
gathering of chiefs as possi ble ithout him , 1n fact ' ontshi 
as the initiator and spearhead of ny inter-tribal action or 

'/l..r r.cCc.. . "-P - .! 



., , 

movement . 

To ~ ont hiws, ore than to anybody else , black or 'hite , is 
due the failure of the Transva.l to subjug to or annex Southern 
Bechu n 1 cd, and ~o him is due the xistence of tho Missionaries ' 

4 ... j1.~ 

Roa or Trade route to the 1nterior. 
struggle for "the eck of the ,Bottle 

He is the centr 1 figure in the 
and the Suez Canal of the Tr de 

to the Interior. 
fact been left to 

The question tt ho will have echuanaland" haa in 

ontshiwa to anaver. as it bas been answered. 

arly in his chieftainohip. Montshiwa incorporatod into his , 
tri be many foreig _ e ements - meLlbera of fore1gq ri bes wbo for ~ome 
reason or other h d separate,d themselves from their mother trib a . 
Sucb were some ~ , era of the Burutshe (totem Tan enG or baboon) 
:B kwena (tote kwona or crocodile), " 0 ato (totem phuti or duiker), 
Bangwaketse (totem kwen vr crocodile) Banogeng ( otem noge or sQake) , 
Bakgwatlhen (to"tem tlou or elephant , Masikwa (totem ) Damara, 

osa, Basotho. All th se elements e~e knitted into the Tshidi 
rolong soci ty ndhared equally in Tahidi rolong nationality 

as a homogedeous entity. 

As stated before, ontshiwa was a thorough-goi,ng P01YBfWWt: 

of polygamist . H bad altogether twelve wives, d never less t hai 
nine at anyone time . ~heir names and i sue are shown . in th table 

t page X. Hi polygyny was perhaps not dicated purely b desire 
for sensual gratifioation, oy more th n is the 08se with other 
imperial polygamists of history . It had . as with thom, politioal 
motives behind it. It as pr otised by him to cobsolid. te his 

11ianoes with iter tribes and to cement the allegiance of subject 
or vassal t .rib 1 1 ments. Thus, besid Tshidi Barolong omen for 
wives, he had also contr cted marital bonda it woman of the akgetla 
Seleka, Ilurutah and gw ketse claDS and tribes . Did not the 
magnificent King Solomon of Israel, who excelled all the ki1'lgsand 
princes of -\'~e e ~r riches and msdom, not contract 
m trimoni la111 Dee with the idolatrous daught~~"s of forei kings 
for the purpose; ntente cordial! and political friendship Wi:th . the 
surrounding trib s? What say the scriptures: "But ing )olomqn 
loved many strang omen together with the daughter of Pharooh , 

omen of the ~o bites, Ammonites, Edomites , Z1donians 
d he had 700 Wives, pr1ncesses , and 300 concubines . 

unto these in love . " (lings: 11 . 1-3) . 

----:-:-- ---- - ----- --_._-----
reign w e more akin to 

so , 

end lIattites. " 
Solomon cl ve 

authority from them not from some foreign ovorlor s . 

their kin~ right of birth it is true , but he was their king also 
by tn6rconsent . {ontshiwa could not ~~e haughty claim of •• / 

1 
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~ontsh1 a ' s reign as more kin to an dvancod modern de ocr cy then 
that of any chieft in of his times . 1 e was a cODsti tution 1 mO.Darch. 

He ruled by his counsellors .. 

1,.1 lays and univeroally respeoted in private and in public , it 
s neverthele sb inter sting to note , in publio atberings ;a t the 

kgctla or forum the frankness ~ith which any tribeoman could apeak, 
even i f , in so dOing he expressed vie s different from those of the 
chief . 

r ontsb1wa could not conolude any national or publio matter 
ithout first cor-sulting his counci and obtaining their definite 

\ . 
CODS nt and A~proval ~ aiog a ohre d student of huma,n nature , an 

\ 

astute diplomatist and a man of ~namic personality and pr~ve 
-, .' '"" .. 

p triotlsm, he was able easily to transmit his . 111. to bis counsellors 
" • i ' • \ ... 

nd the, ref·le.cted hi;3 view point . It had , of ~ecessi ty to be so 

hac use he der.ived his uthority from them and not from SOme foreign 

overlords . e' s ~heir ' 'king by right of birth . it is tr\l , but 
he 1'1 s at the sam time theil' k;ing by their oon t . _' 

=. 
Th e It to~" ana generally , 8tld the ~l!'olon in arti uJtar .. c 

. hold vii th dictatorship and ', uto(\ray th t is so . common in hfric 
mU1 ta.ry tribes like the Zul s nd the Jl~ateb 1e. . I'tontshi , 

" 
th reiore , like his predecessors could not drive his people, but 

• \ ,'I • \ 

could only lead them. 
Ht as a great and intellig~nt orker , and his apt i tude and 

ca soity for work undoubtedly increased with the com~lexit aod 
urgency of his problem.s during the lattr ears of his lifo II"hsn 
pressure from the South frican Republic put him to great straits 
. \ 

and t axed his resources . 
"f • , ~. 

After his settlement in r afj.ken t:. t properly so c lIed , , ontshiwa 
was not only the cer!tre and pivot ot all tribal setivi ties - mili t ary , 
educationaJ., re1i iou", , sOoial , tt'sdi tional t1nd cere onial, but he 

seemed to have e. ha nd and to take a recognised part in the omastic 
affairs of other .Bat s ana tribes , and pecially rolont; clans , 
nov. convening iot r-t.ri 1 atin a . now rr ngioG alliances , 
set'tline Aisputes , pl aon io .... actions and aggreSSions , nd eliot tin 
poli cyan str tegy .. 1 th justioe h oould fJay like Louis 'XIV 

' IIL ' etar c ' e t moi" - ThE; .. tat it is I . I am the br in , th;e he rt 
and the hand of' the i'ate 'ana . 1 m th comrl ow ... 1 th of the B rolong , 
the s t ute i s . and I em the 'tat . mo hi '. fe 1 thu d1.4ty of upbruidin , 
advising and correctin m ny of his fe110 chief in their failuros , 
ana lapses , na even of arranging their tl r r ia as ond succeus ions , . . . 

and even deciding on such intimate questions o.s the restitution of 
.. 

conjugal ri hts when some chiefs sou rht to divorce t eir wives 
(e . g . Chlef llaik tao of Morokweng) . 

- - -- - - - -

he ••.••••••• _/ 
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~ 60 !f?-A In the summe~ of 1 Q7h ~ ontshiv"" Bod hie< trihe Rt 1-= st Ipft 

~oshenpn~ ~nd eturne? to their tr8dition~1 ome on the Iclopo River 

2::ter an ah~pnce of ?3 3'eprs. It ~-"l. "heA'" T ontshil, a 1 s intention to r'1~l\e 

his C'l.~ i tAl at "P~i tE,::;'c.ne on hif' -r.'c>l inlJ.uis'!1in~~o .. ~nen[; , "hut he had befm 

forestalled hy l:ak~o i and J:'1is hroth"T G~e t's£lwe who had settle tho'Y'e 

in Cl~r;fter" leevin::; G2;Yesa'~,--/~ (,:£. ~.-L!l~ 7'€4.t~"~ 
em. tK:v Itt.flr.:LliU.-en...bt.r . 

" 1 f>RviDf . 0 ",~lF'n .. n,: in ~tfe~ter.c.her 1876 in many wagon s, 8n d ri vin e 
til .... ; d r ,..J{.{ r.' Slt.&,:./O ~d :'r'~f da 1 I (\ cAe d b 

,~ '"I pr ___ e !I'er q () _ catt~e/, the tri he about 1 ,\.' strong rasse _3' 

Selokolela , Tsoanen..:, !~c. j anent:, and crosse:1 t:~e ~ __ <'tla.b·~T.'-' srruit clos~ 

to its confluence wi th t~e "010:'0 2nd hp..l ted 2t ranawpna - a sand;y ,J ai 

a little to the east of Disaneng where r esided the 'Ratlhv12re of ! ::si l. 

From here her"lde and officers of wards ~ere sent forward to make 

allocations at Sehriba according to ~revious_y arr2n~ed rlans . fter 

t'-'rrying for ehout six wee s e.t T:2nawa. a , l~ontshiwa cOrlpleted the 

journey of 20 miles to ·8fikene and enother 6 miles beyond it to 

nehvba, '::here he made hi s c~:::, ' tel a out hal fV'2Y bet \leen I 01em2 1 s town 

of T-afi 'enC; anh thp Rap lana vil12ee of IJotlhakane . ehuh~ is a flat 

and ~~~ny terrain devo ' d of trees or shelter 0:: R'1Y kind. It is in 

everY,lunsui t~ble for the settlement of larEe pO~",lJlation such 2, 

~ontshiVla l s w"''?" and one ~lOnders why it w' s chosen in -,reference to so 

m8~y more be~~ti~ 1 sites . 

T~~t0hiw~ ~2S now in a ~08ition to exercise his authoritr at close 

r-nEP urc~ his recelcitrant s hjects/ at Iotlha ane, and he wes 

et"'rmjne to lTl8~;:e it cle'.r to ther th:::t he ~]one "2S chief i!:1 the 
t '- - ],... b - t Th d d 1 ~~m,.. d count,..,:" :Ie~ lnllE', l e. ey rep iate suc I Y> € 0.t 8n so t v - me t it 

-Pirst 1'" th "'t:lle~ an d assi ve resi stance c&lle non-cor,oration-

which afterw r s hecC'f1e c.ctive defisnce of his orders. It v 2S clear 

thct sooner or 12 er there ~ould be rer~isals, mutual spoliations, 

violent co lisio~1,a~1 :::,hy9ic~J conflict. 
I';" /~71 

_his haprened 1 l'e~ 'ok-ho okbolo - ~~0~t"11iwa is nephew was assaul te 

and c'everel:T man-handle And his c...,ttle slaue;htered JY the I!;.alcontents 
I 

hec:::use they alle~ed t hpt the c a t tle had destro~e their ccr= l~lds. 

4, 11 ,- I' "' .-1 I M .- c;.fa-hcbWud. , . ~ jl /f 
. ~/{ li(.£ l:i /"'I.~{.,;v ~A.-f.(./ e'._ ."l-V;<./5t..~v ~l.-.oP .. .;- ~L t, r /ke:- l.tv-~d- ~ ~ 

1fl..-t~~L"~ 'AiM/, a "/ ~c:.-' ~,e.." Ji1~~ ~..d.. j~f~~-!,," t,...,l ... ~ "-i;{..Q4P 
A { I ~ 

/i.,.ue 1:". ! 4?IA:>J.- ~;.t Ci(.,. 1'-,< IT"'~''''~ 1c::>A--!.v~}--a. 1- ,. L,--£;.'''-k:&,~ IJL.67~·u/;:, 
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Page 60 

In the summer of 1876 Montsh1wa and his tribe at last left 
~oshanong and returned to their traditional home on the llolopoRi ver 
after an absence of 23 ye rs. It bad ' 'been t!ontshiwa ' s intention to make 
his capital at Phitsb . 011 hie 1 ~iAh1ng oshatleng, but he bad been 
forestalled by Makgobi and his brother Vaetsalwe who h d settled there 
in 1872 fter 1e ving Gyssa. 

Le ving 0 haneng in eptember 1876 in manp wagons , nd dl~iving 
large herds of oattle , the tribe , about 1 (' ,000 . ~~ tro::;g p saed by 

elokolela. Teo neng , J neng, and crossed t he j1amatlabama sprui t close 
to its confluenoe ith the ~olopo a~halted ~t ! a awaD - a sandy pl ai n 

little to the e st ()-f 1)1' Deng wheMzrresided the Batlhware of liasibi • 
..-

rom here heralds and officers of ards were sent forward to make 
a1100 tiona at Sehub ocording to previously arr,anged plans. After 
tarrying for about six weeks at awana , ontshiwa completed the 
journey of 20 mi~es to ~ a:f1keng ad . other, 6 miles beyond it to 
ehub , where he made his aapi t 1 about half ay betwe n dolema ' s town 

ot" f1keng ~d the pUl ana vill ge (if Lotlhe.kaoe . Sehub is a flat . 
and .90y terrain devoid of trees or f)helterof y kind. It is in 
every~unsu1table for the settlement or a large population uch 8S 

ontshiwa ' s was , and one onders why it w s chosen in preference to so 
many mora beautiful site . , _c , 

ontab1wa w s no 1n a position to exercise his authority at 010 a 
range upon his recaloi trent subjects 8,t Lotlhak ne , and he as 

.. ''1'' .. -~ 

determined to m.ske it clear to them th t be alone as chief in the 
country they inhabited. They repudiated such right and so they met it 

, . 
first with sullen and p ssi ve re.sist noe ... called o·on-co.rporat1pn -
whioh fterwards became aoti.ve defianoe of bis orders. It was olear 
that ooner or later there ould be reprisals , mutual $poli tiona , 
violent collision,and physical confl~t . 

Thie h ppened when 1 okholokholo - f, ontah1 t 8 nephew was Beaul te 
and severely man-handled ' nd hi I 0 ttle slaughtered by the m .laontents 
beoause they alleged 'th.s t the ttle li- d destroyed their corn lands . 
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