


Please, let us know when you are receiving our friends. 

You can send a wire to my house,
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19th £>ugusjr,1955*

My dear,
Your letter dated 12th received to-day, have not seen 

the envelope so I cannot explain the long delay in reaching me., 
Your letter dated 29th July addressed to Box was stamped from

'♦ *c - .‘ :* ' .jm.l ' t ’’ m,w 1  ̂ •-v" ■ i>' • <« - |

your end on the 11th and reached us on the 13th. Nevertheless * m
am very sorry that we slipped up in not sending you a message, 
decided to do so, but not done* Please accept my sincere 
apologies.

Am sorry that your conference was not the success 
it deserved. Had no news from the Congress of Mothers bar the 
wanderful report from Lilian which I mentioned to you in my 
last letter.

^e-their return - just received a letter from London 
dated 6th just saying D.& L. are with us will soon return to 
you how & when not stated. Am writing to day asking for more 
details and when I receive news will communicate with you.

Re appeal for affiliation to Burban friends, have done 
it at the same as to the others but received no reply up to-day.
It is sickening, how these people never acknowledge letters or 
report on anything.

§ 3 Have you reminded the Laundry ' Textiles to affiliate?
CD U

•£ I know how extremely busy you are I do wish more appreciation 
was shown to the importance of our otganisation.

the way a fv*  ̂ nend of ours is prepared to give £25*°*

P. 05a



-25th August,1955.

message TT1L i L t0 + C?nfirm that 1 received your tel. <£ telephone 
n n f =  + L  * y arranged for our friends accompanied

h o w ^ e r  t h l ^ J V 0 ?eSt h6r* ?Ut Ksdbc there were also the "boys" hous® and r ^ i n p H 1101 Question her, just followed her to her
noori we met ^  the place for soine tinie- T™* after-wall have to Vtis»t*p» i® n°t too S°°d and it is worrying me, we 
alon® this mo 7 ? “®” in her area are not leaving’herbein* exhausted ^n®7 cenvened a mass-meeting, butI iSSeJSd L £ yesterday, she sent in a written speech. 

enoSSh Hi T, t0 l0°k after herself so she will be well
It ii such a relief ?n °th+£ meetings that we organised former, 
was a g r e a t \ ^ i y eL  ^  Sh6 13 ba°k h0Ee; Her illness

work and hscnTrl!6 “USt e®* lnt° aotlon. uan H I ,  lie taken off from

r r  r a  ^ .S M S S J& let us have your decision, as we are meeting next week to wort
OoL?t?er: f  a” ‘e °f r °rk’ 3na t0 =et a - P " *  " eL e ° m I k

to you i ^ t h ^ w S T ? 8? ^  whioh 1 1113(16 in a previous letter
exreriences in t h e i VnL‘ i Sh°U -d Write a book on their «,«»+ + f their own languages in their own stvle Tis thPv
it lv t h H  t0 ^  right n°*‘ Dor9 undertook to start do^ng « By the way, this weeks New Age has a lot on us - Tiiia ia++Q
Dora! insuggestewershouirke work; iie;ct 1'eelc they will hare firora r alternati^ffv a »I!, i keep on having interviews from them
w o m ^  ? e a ! S  I n 7 , T ekn’nS° that they are constantly before our
sell the Hew Age” 1SSUe a” appeal to our women to read.
let us htit It getting the machine from you this week-end? please 
Exhibition ^  S® P0®slble and also I see this Internationa
held & when? federation of Women - where was it

reports th® H *°- has not received ourports we sent to the ueneva Conference ie on Peasant Women
4 co?1pb w” ° °Ur Children. This is strange, I myself sent over 
to vnn ‘'™eYev> y01' have my only one copy and I still appeal
beable to °Th-in 3 du?1^cated wsjcx pamhplet and we will
their work^ material is essential to our comrades in

to w +n enclose a letter to Lil. I sent off a note yesterday to H. to assure you that she has arrived. *
on +v,o Have rot received yet the money from M. nor any papers on the Congress or mothers. papers

with my very best wishes.

Yours,
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My dear,
Thank you for your undated letter received yesterday after

noon. *ou viill know the letter I refer to: In reply I have to

state as follows.^ x^ank y 0 U  for your copy of letter sent out
to a . N . C . W . L . , S . A . I . N . C .  & SACPO re dep. to Pretoria*

2. He return of sx& fare: please explain_ to me 
howmuch & whatfore? Her address is c/0 CAFDA, RETREAT® I v,1S^T,?ie money would come as I have to pay back the loan for ^ladys 
&Doras Allowance.3. Received machine, bulb has been fixea upand 
we will be using it shortly. lill ask for material from ondon.

4. ^ora is keeping up having meetings wherever she 
can and is wanderful. **er interview was excellentl Is Ruth doing 
an interview with Lil?

5. fte Lils salary; She must be made to understand 
to raise her salary through organising new groups and not just 
b? donations from EuropeaS friends. The African women are capable of 
raisin# money for their churches and if they will be convinced of 
the importance of our Federation, the money will be raised, vie 
will undertake to raise a certain amount every month, but naturally 
i i i l “ ® e o T w  see results ie the building y up p f our Federation.
X know how busy you are, but there is such a great need of re lug 
material, so.I leave it to you. Have you been to Durban, wna-t 
is the position? Is it possible for Li to go up to Durban during 
a week-end. Dora is writing in the meantime personal letters 
■bo our special friends in P.E. Durban E . L .Kimberley & Cecilia 

. K-use. Will have a meeting again on Monday and will let you 
know of our decision re-ammount we undertake for Lil,s sal.

.best regards to you and all our friends,
Yours, /



*+th September, 3 0

Many thanks for your letter dated 22nd ult. and article by 
Lilian, received on the 29th ult. Am very sorry that I did not reply 
earlier, but was not -well.

Now, my dear, have made enquiries about the remarks of the 
C.T. C.O.D. , their delegate in her report used that phrase, you 
know what young people are pick up a phrase and often use it indiscrime- 
natoly, please, do not allow this to upset you, and do not suggest about 
your leaving us. Please, forget about it! The organisation means somuch 

to you is organisational & leadership problems that worry me and
tofaslnctDeing fully aware of the nosition ,you will please forgive me ff 
— my suggestions should not suit the situation.

The problem as I can see from your letter is the Nat. Sec. &
Tvl. Region Sec. This , as said to youuin July cannot be held by 
one person. You have been elected Iy|at. ec. at Conference and the job 
is a big one and will require all your attention, time & energy to 
build the Federation on a national br^is and bting iixia other centres 
up to the Tvl. Region level. The question is who is to take on the job 
of the Tvl. region sec. you mention M. G. she is European and has just 
joined us recently, surely we should beable to find an Indian or African 
woman comrade who is ill have the respect and will with assistance 
beable to carry out the tasks.

My dear, in our country, we have to strain every nerve of ours to 
train non-European leaders, rather slow and paistaking at first, but in 
the long term policy will yield better results, therefore my dear I would 
like you to discuss these points and let me have your views & decisions. 
By all means, concentrate to see that the N.E.C. meets regularly and 
disccuss fully all matters, so it is a joint responsibility of leadership 
and all comrades are able to do their share of work in organising & 
uniting the woi.en in our country.

At the same time, see that your Tvl. Region has been left with 
the necessary forees to do the good work it has been and still has to 
do.

Please, correspond direct to the local cDegion, I mean address 
acircular letter to them telling them when the minutes willbe sent 
and enquire what the effects of the con.& dem. is having on out women. 
They have been having a great many of Report back meetings and seem 
enthusiastic, they must be made to realise that they are part of the great family.

Your question to me whether I wanted H.O. in Johburg.'Of course, 
that is why I pressed for the conference as you were not prepared to 
take it last year in June, whe n I proposed. ]

Lilians article excellent, please congratulate her from me.
It is being printed somewhere at least a portion of it, I hope shf5 
not mind. Yours,



n o n  u e a g u e  1 0  g o  10  u .u c . . . . . . .

saakesman of the league in Jol

S.A: Native 
woman is 

now M.P. in
aVi

'rom (Mir Correspondent
K A M P A L A , T h u rsd ay .— A  X osa  , 

w om an, M rs Pu m la  K isosonkole . ( 
aged 44, was today  appo in ted  the 
first N a t iv e  w om an m em ber o f 
U ganda 's  L eg is la t iv e  C ou ncil 
under a reo rga n iza tion  g iv in g  
N a tives  30 o f the 60 seats 

I M rs  K isosonkole . the dau gh ter 
o f a T ra n sk e i c le rgym an , gradu- 

| ated a t F o rt H a re  and  spen t six 
I vears teach in g  a t A dam s C ollege .
I N ata l.

She jo in ed  the s ta ff o f th e  New  j 
I School. K in g  W ill ia m ’s T o w n  m  I 
I 1937 w here she m et her husband 
T h ev  w ere m arried  in South 

; A fr ica  In 1939 and then  le f t  fo r  
I U ganda.



Mrs.Punla Kisosonkole Legislative Council Kampala Uganda

j I lit
Federation of South African Women congratulates you on appointment Legislative 
Council stop Your appointment proves our contention all South Africans 
irrespective race colour capable participating in government of our country

&gfx Helen Joseph Secretary Box 10876 Johannesburg.

Dear Helen,
The above is a suggestion and that we then issue it to press with 

accomanying statement# If you think it is a good idea,and that we do not need 
to consult anybody, we should give it to Ruth this morningo

v-
P. <, . atyyJL "ter cyxMn, —  J~



I- \
21st October,1955*

Further to my previous notes to you 
Enclosed please find unsigned letter received 
to-day. Discussion taking pi ce to organise
eampaign on increase in price of bread. You 
will hear more about it from circular. Please
let us have material which was forwarded to yc 
you and not to us on Presi. birthday as well 
10th anniversary.

▲
Please, let us have a report on 

things in your centre so it could be circulate 
and stimulate other s to activities.

Regard s,
Please hand enclosed tote to Eli.

•£Ida a 
H8"® »8«sicl •& q *1*H 

eaaou 8noiAsad sq; pu«n noj£ pia



I0677D, 
Orlando West. 
Johannesburg. 
26 - 10 - 55.

To The fed Of d._A ._rtomen.

Dear Friends,
I have been ordered to resign from 

our Federation and not to attend gatherings or 
take jjart in the activities of Forty Eight (48) 
organisations, for the next five years.

My health has been a great barrier and has 
deprived me of my activities, but when one is
P , fhut ”u* ln the face of bitter times 

ahead; tfhen our women are going to be forced
0Ur chiiclren Pushed back from the s^ark of light that they were enjoying to

able tn °£ AfFiCa "he" o"fy bei +serve their masters, all these laws and 
legislations that bihd us and force us to hold
mm* ?"gue? sha11 come to an end one day. Never
werp th6 minds of huraan beings controlled. Never^ eX eyu^s~hS  being3 closed t0
therefore n a t J S  e y e T l f r f L ^  U  lsultimately see and fr> n  llving soul will u3 •iy see and follow the road to FRSKDOU.

on and o u »  m U i 0L nthi°Hle struSSle "ill. w  1-Li De the day of victory.

Ever yours in mind.

go



£ s f \v
2nd November, 1955.

Dear,

Please accept my hearty congratulations on 
the fine unique show you *mt up. Hi, it is fine.’
It shows us what is possible.

I wish I could see you and discuss matters 
with you. .lie must plan an all-in womans conference 
say lor .ipril 1956 to celebrate the 2nd anniversary 
oi the iormation of the Federation, and have our 
federation really well established. ^e must get 
proper affiliations.

Please write to me, and by all means do a 
circular on how it was all done so we could circulate 
to all friends.

Yours



17th November, 1S55.

Your undated letter received this evening. I cannot describe 
the pleasure your letter gave me. deceived copies of documents. 
Please let me have one more set as I handed this set over to our 
committee. Wow my dear, words fail mei I feel so indebted to you 
for the wonderful work you are doing. You hage put the Federation 
on the map.
Re P.E.: Gladys will go up in January. *e must try and get 
lilian there too at the same time, so it will be in preparation for 
the Conference. Having inspired P.E., P.E. will assist in bringing 
women up in East London, Kingwilliamstown, cilice etc, i.e. suggest 
P.E. establishes a Nat. Conference preparatory committee and under
takes to make the conference known to these women. The same pattern 
should be followed for the iransvaal region, Lurban and Cape western.
&e National Conference - Peoples sufrerings. ue must start on our 

National Conference now and link it up with every campaign we have, 
and campaigns there are plenty with all the wrongs the Government 
does to our people. These mass removals of women, the breaking up 
of homes - this cruelty they are committing to women and children 
must be exposed. The 27th October has proved that. Our Federation, 
born with the burning desire to organise our women against racial 
and national oppression and discrimination is there to organise and 
lead the oppressed women to freedom. This Pretoria march must be 
made Known all over S.a . and tnerefore your idea for a booklet on 
how it was done, etc will be a useful instrument in the work.
The fact that the women have raised £600 and that you have a 
deficit only of £1 2 .1 0.0 . is a proof that the movement has become 
a part of the people and shows what they are capable of. I am con
vinced that the 27th affair will make many organisations who in 
the past ignored our letter, to reconsider their attitude. Therefore 
we must soon come out with a statement on our National Conference. 
Perhaps we should not now press for afiiliation. Let them all send 
delegates to the Conference and cast the constitution etc. tie 
must be flexible, uie have nothing to be afraid of - the women 
gathered will, 1 am sure, arrive at correct decisions.
On the question (a) where the Conf. should be, I feel it should be in 
Johannesburg, again the 27th affair proves that you deserve the 
honour and are capable of organising it. (b) When? April, Easter 
weekend proved a suitable date. Please discuss these points and let 
us have your views so tnat a circular can go out to our very few 
contacts. Am looking forward to seeing you. Please make an effort 
to come here in Feb. It is good weather, winds are down and am sure 
you need the holiday. aill arrange accommodation for you.
^11 my love to you and my special regards to your fine group fo worKers 
who make the 27th possible.

Your*



^  V . %  ^  1 . 2
FEDERATION of SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN (TRANSVAAL RSCTQin

P .0 . Box 10876,
Johannesburg.
19/11/55

The Hon. the Minister of Justice, , -
1‘nion Build?.ngs,
Pretoria.

Pear ^ir,

^ ^  ^ The E^ec:Utlve Committee of the Transvaal Region oi the ,'ederation of South African Women has asked me to 
send our strongest protest against the banning of our Chairman, Mrs. Josie Palmer.

U . Palmer has always worked for the good of ■•■he 
people ss a "/hole . Her rsaoval as our Chairman cannot 
proven., us cGat.s.’vaIng with our work and activities. We 

J’Si^snt „ ov’.r action a', £ assure you that our ■worV- 
of Indl v ^ S i ® ti>oagth t0 stren^th, regardoss of the banning

xours faithfully,

(Mrs) Helen Joseph,
Secretary, Tvl. Region, Federation 
of South African "'cnen,



JjEDLRATION OF 30UTH AFRICAN WOMEN of.;T^  )

P.O.Box 10876,
J ohannesburg.

Mrs. Josie Palmer, 19/11/55
10677b,
Orlando West. 2.,
J ohannesburg.

Dear Jos ie,

resignation from thefVodf r 1 on*t ̂  ° i ̂ fo**oed to accept your but to see ept it. 1 1 aa naturally we have no alternative

your activities ^ t h e ^ a l t ^ y -*0 m?3t sinG8r®ly
work and a toggle for the'csvs*^ of 8 CxP€rle'iC* °*‘
whatever you can still do V o u V m  5-*'jn1' a^d we know that 
arising all the time to take the to*Jay people
to retire by the government M*nvPw £  2  th°ae ?h0 are fo^ e d  older fighters, but the V - . o r ^ n L  experience of ourthere. p o r 'enoe comes, for the spirit is

when you *nd ^ ^ o S e p s ^ h o ^ h a ^ H b ^ ^ n n e d ^ i n pe0pie fcillflk your placcs 1:; our orofre«*«ve °nce *c,r*e take
people to that victor* ^ ^ £ > £ S X « a5 ? 5 f ' *“i i6at' **oppression which aunt, and v'll come.

Our thoughts nre with youj

-rours in the struggle,

(Mrs) I.elen Joseph, 
Secretary, Tvl. Region.



Berlin December 6th 1955
My Dear Helen,

Many thanks for your letter, and what a letter. I cannot tell
You what excitement there was here about it. It has been read 
and re read, quoted in speeches of which there have been many, as we 
ere right in the middle of the tenth anniversary celebrations here. 
At the press conference which we held on December Pnri here, we gave 
a very full report of your letter and all that it contained.

For the moment this is a personal letter, but you will of 
course be Rearing officially. On the cash. I have written to the 
friends in London to make sure that they have received the money 
from the air line. In a previous letter they had indicated that 
there was only about 70 to come from the air line, but I cannot 
believe that this is the total ammount which is due. So I have 
written again asking them to check. I am sorry for all the delay, 
but as you can imagine we are not anxious to pay out twice, and 
we cannot let the air line get away with any thing which it would 
seem they are trying to do0 I shall be going home at the end of 
the month for my holiday so I hope to be able to clear things up 
while I am there. If everything proves to be O.K. then I will 
make arrangements immediately to see that the money gets to you.

We have had a very nice letter from D. Her banning must have 
been a great blow to you, but not entirely unexpected. We wrote 
her congratulatin^her on her statement when the banning notices were 
served. From L or G we have heard nothing. We appreciate that they 
must be very busy, but a line from them ocassionaly would be very much appreciated here.

I was sorry to hear that you are not receiving the magazine. 
While I am home I will check on a number of things, and one of 
them will be to see that some copies are posted to you from there 
Maybe you will not get it, but anyway we can try.

Please excuse this very short note. Am just leaving for Paris 
to take part in the tenth anniversary celebrations there„

My love to you and to all our friends who are working with 
you, and congratulations on your magnificent work,



Helen. Enclosed letters, since not already 3ent, might 
as well be signed by you. You may want to make changes I
John Matsabe contacted me yesterday with a long story re 
troubles between the -women, but which boiled down to: 
what can I suggest to overcome these differences and get 
everyone working and co-operating together again?
My suggestion was that w^ hold a meeting of the committee 
of the Federation, to which we invite Doreen, Virginia,. 
Elizabeth, and anyone else sincerely concerned with the 
question of co-operation, and hold a free and frank 
discussion on b h s the Various grievances nursed by all 
parties concerned, and see if we can’t overcome our 
differences and agree to work together in future. I said 
that as far as Ida is concerned, and those responsible 
for the "ahain" letter, they had revealed personal vindict 
iveness and we should not be prepared to have dis
cussions with such people, but I granted there may be some 
who aligned themselves with the ’opposition' and now feel 
they aig were mistaken, or may still think they have 
grievances, but are anxious to clear them up and co-operat
I told John I would approach Lilian on this question this 
afternoon, and see what she has to say, then let him 
know on Thursday.
I don't know what you think of this, but if you have any 
ftbf&eS rooted objections to meeting Virginia and Co, 
perhaps you had better ring me before this afternoon.
There is a lot I would like to say to you on the question, 
but no good for a letter 1
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