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* INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF NONVIOLENCE *
* |
IN FRIENDSHIP
* +

Hebekebeheker hetraieda e+ +

Johannes P Wilbrand
P O Box 16002
2028 DOORNFONTEIN

End Conscription Rep of South Africa
Campaign [ECC]

P 0O Box 537 27-May-1992

Kengray

2100 JOHANNESBURG
Dear friend,
Your address is quoted in HOUSMANS Peace Diary/Directory!

The Peace Diary, according to a letter that 1 have received
from HOUSMANS, has never secured any wider distribution in South
Africa; and | have been asked if 1 could possibly assist with
any relevant information regarding shops that may be prepared
to sell HOUSMANS Peace Diaries. A wider distribution of the
Diary, so | feel, could heip us here in South Africa regarding
our few but sometimes extensive Peace projects. South Africa as
a country torn by a variety of strife hungers for Peace, and the
Diary could be of valuable assistance to individuals, groups,
volunteers and devotees to Peace and Nonviolence who still dwell
outside our circle in South Africa; let us not only rely on out-
side assistance which, 1 am fully aware, is just as important.
Peace and Love come into being through actively communicating
and sharing.

I have sent HOUSMANS a list of a few book:- and stationary
shops, but only of a few of the smaller businesses | do know
their feelings toward Peace and Nonviolence, and who thus may
become reliable distributors of the Diary. However, | consider
my list to be far from complete, especially when | come to
think of this vast country; and areas such as the Cape, Natal
and the Orange Free State as well as the wider Transvaal, have
not been covered sufficiently. 1 would, therefore, appreciate
it gratefully if you could contact HOUSMANS at the address given
below, and send them also a list of addresses, and perhaps a few
side notes about any shops or even newspapers that could be used
for advertizing, so as to try to enable a wider distribution of
this beautiful and helpful Diary in South Africa.

Some of you may be afraid of having their organizations more
widely known in South Africa--especially those of you who are
concerned about the Conscientious Objectors to Military Service
in South Africa. 1 have stated previously that while being fully
aware of the consequences of article 121 of the Defense Act which
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regards the '"aiding, abetting, encouraging or inciting and in-
viting any person to refuse military service"™ as a crime being
punishable with a fine "not exceeding five thousand Rand or to im-
prisonment for a period not exceeding six years, or to both such
fine and 3uch imprisonment”, | consider the "aiding, abetting,
encouraging or inciting and inviting any person to refuse military
service" a duty of any Peace-loving dweller in this country. On the
other hand--as Albert Camus has said--that "we agree to reflect on
murder and to make a choice."™ My choice regarding this issue is
strictly based on the principles of Nonviolence, as as we know from
Mahatma Gandhi’s Satyagraha-experiments which he began in South
Africa. As advocates of Truth and Love we have no choice but to

pay the price, that is, we have to be treated like criminals if the
South African Government or the society it pretends to represent
decides that Peace and Nonviolence are of irrelevance in South
Africa.

We are the ones who pay the salaries of the representatives of
the South African Government, therefore, it is us who decide whether
or not we want Nonviolence for South Africa, and it is us who decide
which path we®"re gonna take.

In closing | would like to quote from Dr Martin Luther King, Jr.
who said that "for years now men have been talking about war and
Peace, but no longer can they just talk about it. It is no longer
the choice between violence and Nonviolence; it is Nonviolence or
non-existence. That is where we are today!'"; and that is where |
stand .

I greatly appreciate any assistance you can render to HOUSMANS
Peace Diary/Directory.

Greeting you in the Spirit of Truth and Nonviolence,

very sincerely,

INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF NONVIOLENCE
IN FRIENDSHIP * FREE SPEECH MOVEMENT

Johannes P Wilbrand
(Project Co-ordinator)

Address: HOUSMANS PEACE RESOURCE PROJECT
5 Caledonian Road
LONDON N1 9DX
United Kingdom
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