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The war had been a brief and sharp camPaign of comparatively few engagements 

in each of which the British wer e clearly defeated and then finally overwhelmed 

by the Boers at the Majuba Hill on the 27th of j;i'ebruary 1881, and their mlm: 

commanding officer, the gallant Sir ueor~ Colley killed in action • 
38. 

The settlement of the Peace terms WaS entrusted to a Royal Commission consisting 

of Sir Hercules Robinson the High Commissioner, Sir Henry de Villiers , Chief Ju.s-

tice of the Cape Colony, and Sir Henry Wood, the British Commander in Chief who 

succeeded Sir George Colley. 
with 

Among its terms of reference/which J2Cmi1InU! this story is concerned vTaS the det 

ermination of a boundary line retween the S . Aorepublic and the Barolong in the 

territory known as the Krate Award o 

The Commission sat first at New Castle from the 25th of April until the 31st 

of May 1£:81 
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The . British ~esident immediately made repr.ese~tations tp the Triumvirate( Preto-

ius, Kruger and Joubert ) -:-jho thereupon issued a Proclamation of Neutrality on the 

21st October 1881 . 

Montshiwa ' s letter to Hudson had hardly beem sent off, when by way of ~ 
assault 

revenge or reprisal for Montshiwa ' s xttxgk on Lotlhakane in May, Moshete and Mx 
17/1i: 

Hatlaba attacked him at his principal village of Sehuba on the ~ of October . 

lontshiwa, however repulsed them easily. But a fortnight later, Noshetes and .I.'lat_ 
'" warriors under Seleka Letsapa 

labarmade a more determined attack. On this occasion they were openly assisted bW 

some Tr ansvaal burghers . They approached and penetrated the village from the sou~~ 

eas~ and forced its inhabitants to fly in the north-w'est direction towards 
<t S41' I!U:. Pt-/Ia-,~ ~ ....... r 

Mafikeng ' Montshiwa, however, with his old guard t ook his st~d in ~ high stone 
, 'krcttWI-~'~ .b~~-...$ !"'f!iLA..-~-

wall enclos~nti successfully defied his assa:i.J..ants ' ~n~~~l;Us fleeing men Wel!lS 

rallied and-±ed--b-ac"k, not only to relieve; him but tor : back the enemy~~ 
revers~~ ~~i~e:it-th~ d~/ff;'hl/1~!:;:~o '=10:: t:;; ~;~ !~~tery 
Montshiwa ' s younger brother 1 Seler~- exposed himself undul y by riding far in 

1; ~/~vt- A- fe '-"-/- ~/ A-dV~J<l.{~ 
advance of :tFm: his regiment in pursuit of the oTetiring eherny, an,ms shot dead 

by a Griqua in the enemy ' s ranks . Montshi wa ' s followers pt pursued and got p. 
9t_ 17'<.- .L ... ~.,. ;i<&l·I'f~ff'Lc.~~ t. _ •• -ikf...,jtiJ 

hold of the Griqua and literally shot him io Piece~f\. Among Montstwa ~ men killed 

were Mothoko Thwane , Tsietso Madibane and l-1ahube, while large numbers of his 

cattle ~d horses were captured by the enemy, and driven into the Transvaal ,~ 

Montshiwa having complained to the British Resident that despite the Transvaal 

~roclamation of Neutrality, armed Boers were openly assisting Moshete and Matlaba 
jAj ,)K 

against him, the British l~esident remonstrated ~th the Transnavaal uovernment 

and at the same time sent Capt . Nourse to investigate and report. 

That official duly reported that not o~y the Transvaal bur ghers , but the 

transvaal @overnment themeselves were assisting Moshete and rlatlaba by 

1 . Allowing them to use the Transvaal territory as a base for their military 

operations , (2)By allowing them to dri ve the cattle captured into the Tr ansv-
, 

aal and g~ g::eaze them there, (3) By supplying them with as nnlch amm-

unition as they r 3quir ed, (4) and by, not only ~hgiving them 

military advice, but by actual participation of the ~ransvaal burghers , 

including members of the Volksraad in the war on behalf of Moshete . 

~aptain Nour se concluded his report by stating that Moshete was acting under 

the direction of Commandant Hendrik Greeff. (C~ 338l; pp 5, 33-43; C. 3486 p.6l) 
"~.l" 

(I' 



Beselo my son and heir, and Stephen Lefenya, one of my sub-chiefswho 

carry this letter will speak all our words to the Queen. 

~eace to you all, we greet you. 

~lease send a good word backo 

I am etc. 
Montshiwa. 

If the great monarchs 'ever read some of these quiant epistles, brim£~ 

of pathos and childlike faith from their devoted subjects, then surely 
~CJ"-ffaA,.V\, 

though they may ~ that tuneasy lies the head that well~s a cro.wn, 
'7 .. ~~ •• Fl.,j.~'1 ( 1'''~ 1"",~, • .. r-<-""tL --(, J 

I r-#\J 

yet it is not wholly without some compensa~ion i~ pare~tal p~i~e~d 

amusement tq~r w1..gi\~!f{~~s'Mftr:{ces of filia1:-de-;~tJbi~~ndconf:i.den 
4::'1 ~ -----

The High Commissioner was .durious at the bold step taken by 'vlontshiwa 

witllout previous consultation with himo He wired the Administrator 

Shippard-ItI ~derstand Lefenya, M:ntshiwats representative acompanied 

Kgamats parjy to England: tHe feared that the Secretary of State would 

not be able to see Montshiwa's representative, and asked Sbippard to 

urge Montshiwa tonrecall him them. 
IJ-A t.'-,,- . (;. m-~ 

Actually, however ,neitner Besele Montshiwa nor Stephen Lefenya had 

sailed for Englando They only wenD as far as Cape Town, and the chiefs 

Sebele, Khama and athoen sailed on the 20th of August without them, xE± 

and they returned in due course to Mafeking. 

Still bristling with anger and shaking with emotion , the High Co~niss -

ioner again wired tne Administrator at llIafeking a IXIBBJUU1X message of 

studied sarcasm Dixn to be conveyed to l.'Iontshiwa ; "I onthshiwa has 

beha ved in such a shuffling manner t hat I do not attach any impol'ltance 

to his withdrawa.L . He first petitioned against Annexation, then with­

drew his ~etition, then he repudiated his withdrawal, and then ratified 
by 

his withdrawal. Finally I learn/today's press telegrams that he has 

sent two men to Eng~and to petition against Annexation, and that he has 

done this without consultation with me o i feel that it is difficU.Lt to 

place any reliance on any enegagement made by him, and I must refuse to 

make any contrac t or bargain with him in regard to ~~exation of the 

Crown CO.Lony beypnd what is embodied in the Annexation Acto I think he 

ougth to know that I am displeased at his conduct and informed of the 

position I assume in this matter It (C . 7972. pp 32,33) 
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.w-e-

more or less adr.1inistrat~ disr\) tion and confusion at Mafikeng , 

CirCUL'lstances insepa.rable from any chCine-over, and favourable to 

to any ill iei tim te ris k, the eyes and mi nd of the adrni nis trati on 

• being turned south . ' hen, as if the ~.a gods had not lavished aD 

enough fav9 urs on their beloved Rhodes and Jameson) 200 of the 

Bechuanal and Border olice Viere conveniemt1y assemb~ at Mafikelg 

bv 
" 

3ir Hercules Robidson's orders to be there disbanded, and 120 
~~ 

of them and tllier/ :of.l. icersA at once sna ed up by Jameson to enlarge 

his force l'ltik whicb was being moved (ipwn from Eulaway o to Pitsan a 

Photloko. This force consisted of 250 men with 293 horses, 168 
(L,. 

mi les, 6 maxims and 2 fieldpieces • ...-

Jarne~on crune down to Yabete (p itsana hotloko) early in 

'ovelIlber , orf.stensiblY and eve n demostrably to commence his duties 

as esident Com i8sioner of Southern Bechuanaland Protectorate, 

but in reality to make final preparations for his incursion into 

the 'l'ransvaa1 . 

On the night of the 29th December 1895 , Dr Jameson , Sir J. 

~t110ughby, Co1.Ra1e ieh G!"ey and .lVlaj or Robert Whi te at the head 

of a force nwnoer t ing nearl 600 crossed the Trans-vaal border to 

raid Johannesburg . They were de ~eated and surrounded by ~eneral 

iet Cronje at Doornkop neEr Krugersdorp_ Their eflort ended in 

a ludicrous fiasco. 

he raid pu t the Bri tish Gove :cnment in an awkward pos i tion 

with regard to the " r ansvaCil , i t be~ 2..me difficult, and even 

1m ossible for~the 
(,1./- r!~I.s;.~" 9- ki.­

officialS/L~ the Colonial Office to prove thetr 

i ,norance of the plot, and non-complicity in it. 
JtLi: ~{;y 

Finally the 

Government had to reverse the ~ntention and repudiata the romises 
k sI-H.~ 6f 1Se.e~IM.A~~1'r-c-{.L~~aLv .~~ 14 ~.~.r a:....,...9 ILe ~""< ,L~f?..r;:.1 
~o_th$ ohare:.ted Compa ny who tbu~ forfeitedAtheir IlPiZle, and t he 

1-~' t-r~J,..V~C/ ILI ... L.-~V 1~ lc:C~-<-<:-- ~~u..."c 
land&; of lvion tsh i wa and Ckaneng reverted to the i r owners • ......--

he James on-Rhodes scheme , l aunched so aus- icious1y ended IDest 

i 'nominiouflly_ At tbe begi nni ng ever thing went right _ At the 





From page 85 

On the 12th of January 18'75 , Montshiwa again wrote to the 

Lieuteria. t Governor Richard Southey: Great Chief, I write to acuqaint 

your Excelle cy of the great trials that I am. subjected to from the 

chief Nlatlaba ins brought to Polfontein to reside there by the 

instructions of t e Boers . In consequence of the repeated threats of 

t he Boers, my nephe Israel Molema and my}6l3rother Saane and their 

followers have been c mpelled to leave those places and their repening 

corn to the mercy of st aneers at Polfontein and Vleyfontein 

respectively . 

On the 20th of August 18'75 while President Burgers was in Europe 

raising loans for his Delagoa: Railway scheme a letter was addressed 

"Aaan Monsioh lt by S. Swart s ta Secretary of the South AfricID 

Republic instJucted by Piet J" . President to warn 

Montshiwa a gainst inteflfering wit Matjavi ' s( Matlaba ' s) people who are 

". subjects of the Republic . f I I~ . A ~/1l.. jv(!,~v~ --r-r-l~ .£f-'tt 
<~ e ---~ Thus on the 2nd of October 187 , Richard Southey Lientienant 

Governor of Griqualand West writes, f r example: 

II Y Friend Montshiwa, 

It had given me the trou1hle and 

annoyance ~o which you have been subject at the same time to 

tee I t hat I was powerless to render you ef ective assistance . 

As I ~x always told you, nothing could be done without the 

authority of Her Majesty's GGvernment in Engl I also stated 

that Her ~~jesty did not wish to extend her sdiction in South 

African, and now feel it is useless to hope for y . 

I am sending you a few articles by Israel Molema), which 
you will use in remembrance of me, and I received, ¥ th thanks, the 
kaross you sent me ." 

t"-ffJ-c 
cr Thus on the 6th of lI~rch 18'76 W. Owen Lanyon/ to 'My Good Fri.end 

Montshiwa: 1\ 

I am grieved to learn that any of your subjects hav 
~altreated . I accept with pleast~e your assurances of co i dence in, IX 
and love you bear for the British Government . I can assu~e you that 
Her Majesty highly esteems the frindship of the native tribe in South 
Af:ica, and I trust that t he Barolong and the English may always be 
amlc~bly related to each other . I have sent a copy of your letter 
to Slr Henry Barkly the Queen's Hi gh OOrnPlissioner . I am sending you 
a small present of a saddle and bridle which I hope you will accept 
as a token of goodwill . 

V:l th expressions of esteem I remain, Worthy r ontshiwa, 
ii1L~~ Your good fri~nd W A 0 A L _ It 
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"lervoet " . It h· s roo1 itous aides and ahar stones and 

j BBt;;( led es _'ojecting f r oll t he ,,£e~ sides e M'Jor 

0\ ever a tor od it, end in the fh t rush OVt 1' -

o orcd t 0 .1)auotho "nd c Ba~uun J und catureci th ~ir 

o~ttle . Th vindictive B 'oloa were , ~ ever , lot 

satisfied. 'l'he Dataung dogs .u t e totally )lulldered 

d ex .ermil1~ (,'d . .here' or vne B r lon ~ ont ed he ~ ataun 

huts . pl11 'g~d Ind Gas rayed vO'y ltn '. A feBwt hw been 

'I,on rY v e Ba un , and t 'ere L\5 uch . il10 t 

)ecr (bojal ~al • '00 t Coll ins I Iree ~jta.te p . ::U ). 

~c hi· trw Ea..col n . hel aelv HJ 1n a I'O'ldy I-A nller 

to pu t u 1'ln tSlling touch ('0 ,hoir v ic tory a.nd plunder • 

.>ud<.cnly , :Moo lOe . .,oe's on . Le :) i e and dola 0 lJd s 

b thor ~o~ lOll , ) care'll wittl t hre e strong r g L .. ente to 

as lu~ the BatEun • ad su.prlac the would- bo victors. 

The Da.taun : raIl ted , tUl'n 'Go on t 0 I~arollong as ail ta, 

and lQ.ndl.d them J'OUllly , de ... :'...in ovt deuh ~ i.th ao og<d. 

4.d m'ze) an gun , hurl i ng hurcr~dw 0 the euery ave 

he ) eci~ i ee anu reca curing nearly all the c. t .1e The 

casuul i e re !l h ar.o h 13 rolon, - 1 .)0 t _loot Itotc . 

jJ d n; p . l~O) , " on 0 as:o 0 k r s ro t .. e r 

Ch ke - the viotin (n of Hav . J . CWIPron t s cur e . "oroka 

1 w 1 h d a narro L at e . 0 hod re in. ' . t t c 'oot 

o a hill it hi~ cody urd hen hlw ar iors ascend ed 

iervoe 'I In the oller<J.l s OL'lble all di or er of l'et.rt,i~ t • 

. i h he Haeo ~ 0 • ud th 13ataun n 110 t lJurQu 1 t , 1. 111... no.l'O s a 

11. e f (.'l. tnc r sur ·ol.mu d by h 'ner.y J una a rat areo b l e, , 

l'fltul'nc \' it.h 'ome of . II !len , nd oe t h rn of!' , thu.~ littcra.ly 

SHU-to 1lng J. o:1.'ok· rom th ja R of death . -'oro t ever 0. t.er , 

er d thl incident as proof of ship1n, ref filial love 

an nt ac u_nt; , Id it i ~ld thro. h u t day , I e . de up 

i mlnd to nomln ~ tc Tshipln re e hie neir and euccct eor . 

'£he disa t 1" 0 Viervoet creut d >an1c ~ on 

B~u ol~ne . hey c' 1 it 'N,:a Y vela .0' thct t 13 

of the recipice' or It jigole" 1D aning Ju mert; .nce . 

he .:) 1,: 

he I .; ttle 

.Lt is un 

e ach~· l/ • •••• 
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~~esident Bur erst interviews and discussions with the chiefs had the 

effect of divmding them into two opposite camps according as he succeeded 

or failed to persu.ade them to throw in their lot Vi th him and the S . A . 

.rtepubllc. The ro-vurger chiefs - :.ioshete, ",ra tlaba and Mossweu allied 

themsel ve s together against the anti-Bure;Gr chief s - :!ontshiwa and :.Ianlc­

urwane who also banded together againS~ former. The members of 6aRh 

group ~xt}1aZXZ and especially the ~ro-burger group, felt that the 

Keate line had encroached upon them, and were determined to indernnify 

themselves .. In consequence of this mutual jealousy, there were unendins 

disputes, raids, bickerings and reprisals leading to frightful disorder 

in the western Transvaal border 

-
1t-&rj ,u. 

left Moshaneng and returned to 

their traditional home on t he l'.101opo \i ver aft6r an absence of 23 years 0 

It had been .I~ontshiwa T s intention to make his capital at .t:'hi tshane on ht 
~ /' ~ ~..>-t-

his relin uislling liIosnaneng, but he had been forestalled by :iTakGObi/(whO 

~ . ["tt",,£ 'J~ 7 I 
~ad settled there in 1872. r~ 't. 

/ ~I-{. '-1""« ~L{ , 

t.eaving :loshaneng in September 1 8'76 in many wagons, and driving 
~ 

~EKZ±XRXEKZXiB large herds of cattle, the tribe, about ~O,OOO strong 

passed by Selokolela, Tsoaneng, f,lajaneng, and crossed the Hamatlabama 

sprult close to its confluence Wit~JOIOPO ~~±EXRRRg and 

ha~ted st Manawana - a sandy plain a: ~ittle to t h e east of Disaneilg where 

resided the ::3atlhware of ~asibi. Prom .1Cre heralds and officers 'of,i wards 

'were sent forward tquake allocations at SeilUba according to previously 
1 

arranged plans. After tarrying for about six weeks a t :.IanaVlal1a, 2110ntsh-

i wa completed the journe of 20 miles to 11afikeng and another 6 miles 

beyond it to Sehuba, where he made his capita~ about halfway between t 
a olema 's town 0 .. iTafH:::eng and t he hapulana village of 1..Jotlhakane . Se~ lUbu 

is a flat and ston terrain devoid of trees or shelter of any kind. It is 

in ever:/ u ... suitable for he sett~ement of a lar ,e population such as l·J.on_ 

tshiwa's was, and one wonders why it was chosen L preference to so many 

more beutiful sites. 
, 

/' 

Ji!ontshiwu was now in a position to exercise his authority at 

close range upon his recalcitrant subjects at LotlhaH:ane. '.rhU at '6eliipt 

1:-( 0 



«( v 



Collection Number: A979 
  
Silas T MOLEMA and Solomon T PLAATJE Papers 
  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:- Johannesburg 
©2012  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: Copyright for all materials on the Historical Papers website is owned by 
The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg and is protected by South African 
copyright law. Material may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the University of 
the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained herein 
is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University 
of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the 
University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all liability for 
any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related information 
on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a collection owned by the University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg and deposited at Historical Papers at The University of the Witwatersrand. 

 


