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The war had been a brief and sharp campgign of comparatively few engagements

in each of which the British were clearly defeated and then finally overwhelmed
by the Boers at the Majuba Hill on the 27th of February 1881, and their mmm

commanding officer, the gallant Sir “eorge Colley killed in action .
38

The settlement of the Peace terms was entrusted to a Royal Commission consisting
of Sir Hercules Robinson the High Commissioner, Sir Henry de Villiers, Chief Jus-
tice of the Cape Colony, and Sir Henry Wood, the British Commander in Chief who
succeeded Sir George Colley.
with

Among its terms of reference/which mmmemr this story is concerned was the det
ermination of a boundary line between the S .A.nepublic and the Barolong in the
territory known as the Krate Award.

The Commission sat first at New Castle from the R5th of April until the 3lst

of May 1081
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The.British Besident ..immediately made representations.tp. the Triumvirate( Preto-
ius, Kruger and Joubert) who thereupon issued a Proclamation of Neutrality on the
R1lst October 1881.

Montshiwa's letter to Hudson had hardly beem sent off, when by way of amxsnnem
assault
revenge or reprisal for Montshiwa's xkimek on Lotlhakane in May, Moshete and ¥x

I7H
Matlaba attacked him at his prineipal village of Sehuba on the &3rd of October.

Montshiwa, however repulsed them easily. But a fortnight later, Mosheté® and Mot

= warriors under Seleka Letsapa
laba/made a more determined attack, On this occasion they were openly assisted by

some Transvaal burghers, They approached and penetrated the village from the south

easy and forced its inhabitants to fly in the north-west direction towards
§ Sel-lhic idlage 2
Mai‘lkengl I”bntsh:n.wa_, howe ever, with his old guard took his stand in a high stone
reolbwivep Sk bre co .Slfu_a—(a!‘—l-o
wall enclosq: and, successfully defied his assailants until/ his fleeing men were

rallied and—led—bwk, not only to relieve’ him but ’coj drive back the enenwza'ad,

o elols o ot f&\a
r s of the dayg

Montshiwa's younger brother 3 Selere- exposed himself unduly by riding far in
. : ﬁml@/—» PRy 4@90«*% e
advance of xkm his regiment in of the retiring efemy, andwas shot dead
by a Griqua in the enemy's ranks, Montshiwa's followers gmk pursued and got Em
Sio e int seentl Mot oy e s P<Fou )
hold of the Griqua and literally shot him to p:n.eces,\ Among Montsp.was men killed
were Mothoko Thwane, Tsietso Madibane and Mahube, while large numbers of his
cattle égd horses were captured by the enemy, and driven intc the Transvaal &
Montshiwa having complained to the British Resident that despite the Transvaal
Froclamation of Neutrality, armed Boers were open.ly assisting Moshete and Matlaba
against him, the British “esident remonstrated ‘é’gﬁ the Transnavaal Yovernment
and at the same time sent Capt. Nourse to investigate and report,
That official duly reported that not only the Transvaal burghers, but the
Transvaal government themeselves were assisting Moshete and lv‘a’c,laba by
1, Allowing them to use the Transvaal territory as a base for their military
operations, (2‘)By allowing them to drive the cattle captured into the Transv-
aal and m geaze them there, (3) By supplying them with as much amm-
unition as they required, (4) and by, not only smpmokwrctkexwithgiving them
military advice, but by actual participation of the J'ransvaal burghers,
including members of the Volksraad in the war on behalf of Moshete.
uaptain Nourse concluded his report by stating that lMoshete was acting under

the direction of Commandant Hendrik Yreeff. (C_.3581; pp 5,33-43; C.3486 p.6l)
14.2-’{\
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Besele my son and heir, and Stephen Lefenya, one of my sub=chiefswho
carry this letter will speak all our words to the Queen.
Peace to you all, we greet you.
Please send a good word back.

I am etc.
Montshiwa.,

If the great monarchs ever read some of these quiant epistles, brimful
of pathos and childlike faith from their devoted subjects, then surely
Compfain

though they may ageee that 'uneasy lies the head that wemrs a crown,
Grede -I/u‘s v € Geogl M«‘-WI—A’(J»"L

yet it is not wholly without some compensation in parental pridé~39d

‘W—"_——'\—‘\\»
amusement tog\-/graﬂiﬂﬁﬁ%gé assurances of filial'devotmoﬁ\ and confiden

& v

The Iygh Gommissioner was flurious at the bold step taken by lMontshiwa
without previous consulitation with him, He wired the Administrator
Shippard-"I u?derstand Lefenya, M:ntshiwa's representative acompanied
Kgama's paryy to England:"“He feared that the Secretary of State would
not be able to see Montshiwa's representative, and asked Shippard to

Actually, howeég?,nééther Besele llontshiwa nor Stephen Lefenya had
sailed for England. They only went as far as Cape Town, and the chiefs
Sebele, Khama and Dathoen sailed on the 20th of August without them, whx
and they refurned in due course to Mafeking.

Still bristling with anger and shaking with emotion, the High Commiss-
loner again wired the Administrator at lafeking a memzamx message of
studied sarcasm mhizk to be conveyed to Montshiwa ; "ldonthshiwa hasg
behaved in such a shuffiing manner that I do not attach any importance
to his withdrawal. He first petitioned against Annexation, then with-
drew his retition, then he repudiated his withdrawal, and then ratified
his withdrawal, Finally I learn/zgday's press telegrams that he has
sent two men to England to petition against Annexation, and that he hasg
done this wlthout consultation with me, I feel that it is difficult to
place any reliance on any cnegagement made by him, and I must refuse to
make any contract or bargain with him in regard to Annexation of the
Crown Colony beypnd what is embodied in the Annexation Act, I think he
ougth to know that I am displeased at his conduct and informed of the
position I assume in this matter " (g.7972. pp 32,33)
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more or less administratﬁg; disruption and confusion at Mafikeng,

circumstances inseparable from any change=over, and favourable to

to any illigitirate risk, the eyes and mind of the administradion
. being turned south. Then, as if the gd& gods had not lavished @o
enough favpurs on their beloved Rhodes and Jameson)zoo of the

Bechuanaland Border Police were conveniemtly assembgﬁg at Mafikeng

by oir Hercules Robinson's orders to be there disbanded, and 120
W
of them and thierﬁof;icersAat once snapped up by Jameson to enlarge

his force mxxk which was being moved @gwn from Bulawayo to Pitsama

Photlokoe This force consisted of 269 men with 293 horses, 168

w
miles, 6 maxims and 2 fieldpieces.

JameLon came down to Habete (Fitsana Photloko) early in
November, oistensibly and ewen demostrably to commence his duties

2s Resident Commissioner of Southern Bechuanaland Protectorate,

but in reality to make final preparations for his incursion into

the Lransveal.

On the night of the 29th December 1895, Dr Jameson, Sir J.

Willoughby, Col.Raleigh Geey and “ajor Robert White at the head
of a force numberying nearly 600 crossed the Transvaal border to

raid Johannesburge. They were defeated and surrounded by Yeneral
FPiet Cronje at Doornkop near Krugersdorp. Their efiort endéd in

2 ludicrous fizscoe

The raid put the British Government in an awkward position

with regard to the Iransvaal, it became difficult, and even
al- 6'4,/‘#“’"‘ F &
impossible forythe officialiﬂeﬁ the Colonial Qffice to prove thetr
Jteop iy

ignorance of the plot, and non=complicity in it. Finally "the

Goverrment had to reverse the intention and repudiate the promises
e S‘-nia eg Bechuawaloswzs Trelesiora (. iz ' aand lhg Wopsorie frcr Gt
to the Chareted Qompany who thus forfeitquthe14;§aéﬂe, and the

af e Fraciysol, ichetle dined kecee Eecteet

landss of Montshiwa and Izganeng reverted to their owners.

The Jameson-ghodes scheme, launched so auspiciously ended mest

ignominioudly, At the beginning everything went right,. At the
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From page 85

fi) On the 12th of January 1875, Montshiwa again wrote to the
Lieutena t Covernor Richard Southey: Creat Chief, I write to acuqalnt

your Excellency of the great trials that I am subjected to from the

chief Matleba ing brought to Polfontein to reside there by the
instructions of tke Boers. In consequence of the repeated threats of
the Boers, my nephe¥ Israel Moleme and mypBrother Saane and their
followers have been cympelled to leave those places and their repening
corn to the mercy of stkangers at Polfontein and Vleyfonteiln
respectively.
(gé) On the 20th of August\ 1875 while President Burgers was in Europe
raising loans for his Delagosa\ Railway scheme & letter was addressed
Mpsen Mohsioh" by S. Swart 8tabe Secretery of the South Africa
Republic instgucted by Piet J. Jgubert Acting President to warn
Matjevi's(Matleba's) people who are
1%

, Richard Southey Lientenant

Montshiwa against inteffering wit
subjects of the Republic. -
fritte frorarrel relofee" <
L 8 - s, Thus on the 2nd of October 187
/ Governor of CGriqualand West writes, f§r example :
"My Friend Montshiwa,
It had given me much pain to\hear of the trouble and
annoyance to which you have been subjected, and at the same time to
feel that I was powerless to render you efXective assistance.

As T mas always told you, nothing\could be done without the
authority of Her Majesty's Gb@vermnment in England, and I also stated
that Her Majesty did not wish to extend her jurisdiction in South
African, and now feel it is useless to hope for Y.

I am sending you a few articles by Israel(Molema), which

you will use in remembrance of me, and I received, wbth thanks, the
kaross you sent me,"
ufjék

@£> o Thus on the 6th of March 1876 W. Owen Lanyon to hMy Good Friend
Montshiwa:

\

I am grieved to learn that any of your subjects haveg been
maltreated. I accept with pleasure your assurances of confidence in, sm
and love you bear for the British Govermment. I can assure\you that
Her Majesty highly esteems the frindship of the native tribey in South
Africa, and I trust that the Barolong and the English may always be
amicably related to each other, I have sent a copy of your letter
to Sir Henry Barkly the Queen's High Commissioner. I am sending you
a small present of a saddle and bridle which I hope you will accept
as a token of goodwill.

With expressions of esteem, I remain, Worthy Montshiwa

¥R @¥EDPPE8 Your cood friend W A T. N x -
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"Viervoet", It has precipitous sides and sharp etones and
jugged ledges projecting from the three sidess Major
Warden however sltormed it, and in the fir.t rush over-
powered the *“asotho and the Bataung, and captured their
cattle, The vindictive Barolong were, however, not
gatiefieds The Bataung dogs must be totally plundered
and exterminated. Wherefore the Barolong entered the Bataung
hute, pillaged and destroyed everything, A feast had been
preparing ameng Lhe Bataung, and there was much millet
veer (bojalwa/« (Foot Note. ¥« Collins: Free State p. 28).
fe this the Barolong helped lhemselves in a rowdy wanner
to put & finishing touch to their victory and plunder,
Suddenly, Moshoeshoe's sone, lLeltsie and YMolape and his
vrother Mopell, appeared with three strong regluentes to
assiet the Bataung, and surprised the would-be victors.
The Bataung rallied, turned on thelir Barollong assailunts,
and handled them roughly, desaling owt death with as:egal
(and maze) and gun, hurling hundreds of the enemy over
the preelpicea-and recapturing nearly all the entiles The
oaaualtiea were high anong the Barolong = 150 (Foot Hote.
Lagdens The Basuto ps 120), among whom was Moroka's brother
Chake = the vietim (?) of Reve J, Cameron's curse. lHoroka
himgelf had a narrow escapes. He had remained at the foot
of the hill with his body guard when his warriors ascended
Viervoet. In the general sorumble and disorder of retreat,
with the Basotho wnd the Bataung in hot pursuit, Tshipinare saw
hig faother surrounded by the eneuy, and at great personsl risk,
returned with some of his men, end beat Lhem off, thus l#teraly
snatching iMoroka from the jaws of death, Horoka, ever after,
remembered this incident as proof of Tshipinare'e filial love
and attachrent, and it ie said that from that day, he made up
his mind to nominate Tsghipinare ae his heir and successors

The disaster of Viervoet oreated panic awong the Seleka
Barolongs Lhey c¢all it 'Ntwa ya Selomo' that is the 'Battle

of the Frecipice' or "Tigele" meaning Submergence. it is an

epochal/vevss
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president Burgers' interviews and discussions with the chiefs had the
effect of dividing them into two opposite camps according as he succeeded
or failed to persuade them to throw in their lot with him and the S.A.
Republic. The pro-Burger chiefs- Moshete, Matlaba and Mossweu allied
themselves together against the anti-Burger chiefs - Montshiwa and Mank=-
urwane who also banded together against e former, The members of eamh
group Rexkxkhatxk and especlally the Wro-Burger group, felt that the
Keate line had encroached upon them, and were determined to indemnify
themselves. In consequence of this mutval jealousy, there were unending
disputes, raids, bickerings and reprisals leading to frightful disorder

in the western Transvaal border

Muw?eg_- - A

ul- R
3 7‘9"% o > ?410 €o *é’, Hers pee 1"“"“ (2> .

m;SWWwwref
y In}l876 ontshfwa and his tribe a2t lagt left Moshaneng and returned to

their traditional home on the Molcpo Llver after an absence of 23 years,
It had been Montshiwa's intention to make hls capitali at rhitshane on b
it Leftl, Tetlnl. o

his relinguishing iloshaneng, but he had been forestalled by Wakﬂob%Awho
had settled there in 1872de;"44é&unm¢ gqtsqlisd?€>a£“‘£1f%* reeefetré

ggaving)Moshaneng ih September 1876 in many wagons, and driving
mEnyxexkkinxzakkis large herds of cattlie , the tribe, about 10,000 strong
pagssed by Selokolela, Tsoaneng,lajaneng, and crossed the Ramatlabama
sprult close to its confluence with e Molopo mppezikexRizansng and
halted st Manawana- a sandy plain & little to the east of Disaneng where |
resided the Satlhware of Masibi. From iere heralds and officers off wards |
were sent forward t#nake allocations at Sehuba according to previously
arranged plans,. Aféer tarrying for about six weeks at Manawana, Montsh-
iwe compléted the journey of 20 miles to Mafikeng and enother 6 mileé
beyond it to Sehuba, where he made his capital about halfway between ¥
Molema's town of Mafikeng‘and the Hapulana villgge of Lotlihakane, Selwba
is a flat and stony terrain devoid of trees or shelter of any kind. It is
in every unsultable for the settiément of a large population such ag “on-
tshiwa's was, and one wonders why 1t was chosen in preference to so many
more beutiful sites.

Montshiwa was now in a position to exercise his authority at

close range upon his recalcitrant subjects at Eot xane. ThIz:é%%Gﬁﬁt-was

” f’ﬁa
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