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\By SHAUN HARRIS

FIVE people in different
parts of South Africa
are on a "protest fast”
to urge the Army to
withdraw from black
townships.

The five men, including a
medical doctor and the
caretaker of a Mahatma
Gandhi centre, have not
eaten for a week and plan
to fast for at least another
week as part of a national
"'troops out the townships”
campaign.

They are expecting other
South Africans to join
them in a 21-hour fait at
the culmination of their
campaign in just over a
week's time.

“The basic reason for the fast
is simple. We know that
,many young Sout:, African
.national serviccmen do
not want to be in the town-
ships helping the police,
and we are calling on the
Defence Force to get out
"'of the townships,” 28-year-

j old Richard Steele said in

] Durban this week.

Two students at the Univer-
sity of Natal in Durban —

1 Donn Edwards and Steva
Collins — have joined Mr
Steele in his two-week
fast.

In Cape Town Dr Ivan Toms,
nicknamed the “Cross-
roads doctor'* because of
the clinic he has run in the
squatter settlement for
five years, has also fasted
for a week, as has Wits
student Harold Winkler in

Johangsburg.

upport

“A number of people have
contc :ted me to say they
are fasting for shorter
periods in support of our
campaign,” Mr Steele-,
caretaker at the Gandhi
settlement outside Durban
and a member of the End
Conscription Campaign,
said in Durban.

In 1980 he spent a year in
detention barracks for re-
.fusing to do his national
service, and was released
from nearly two weeks’
police detention I3te last
week after a Supreme

¢ Court judgment orderti
that he, and two other peo-
ple detained with him, be
released by the security
police.

Mr Steele said his fast was
being strictly monitored by
doctors, and he didn’t in-
tend to harm himself in
any way.

“I choose fasting as a form of
protest because it is com-
pletely non-violent, and
doesnt affect anyone but
myself,” he said.

“And one thing that nobody
can stop you from doing is
refusing to eat. Histoi ical-
ly, fasting has been used
by people as an effective
form of protest.”

Mr Steele is staging his
“troops out™ protest fast
at St Anthony's Catholic
Church in Durban.
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Troous in tho Townships — A Mother’s Perspective
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THE Christian convic-
tions of a Wits University
student have led him to
embark on three weeks
of fasting in support of
the End Conscription
Campaign’s call for
“Troops cut ‘f the Town-
ships”.

llarsld V. 'inkier, 21, fin-:
islies bis BA degree thls
year and liccs call-up in
Jsnuaiy. He hopes to be
exempted from military
service ai d assigned to
cotnmuni! y service.

liarald was head, boy
of t’ie Jo! anncsburg Ger-
man School in U-dl ard
has been actively in-
volved in -the Young
ChrLlian Students at
Wsts.

He explains what has
move-.! him to undertake
the fast, which began on
Tuesday last week.

“| 1?7-cc the dilemma of
going into the townships
mystif — 1' have been
called up from January
13 next year. | do not be-
lieve | can go into the
army sud remain sincere
in my understanding of
my Christian faith. I am
therefore objecting to
military service on reli- -
girj’is grounds.

“Fasting is a time-hon-
oured Chi Ittian tradition,
beii”g used for personal

cleansing and also for a
whole nation to rcfleel oil
its situation, mourn its
siufuin”® and petition
God for he...

“H.iving grown up in a
Christian family,- 1 have
come to know fasting as
an effective means of
purification and pretest.
Therefore 1 have chosen
this method of expressing
iny deep honor at what
is happening in the town-
ships.

“Easting for three
weeks will bring home to
rue that | am affected by
all that goes on around
me. The person on top of
the Casspir could be my
brother or my friend —
’or me. And the one being
sjjjinbok&cd, teargaised,
. or' shot could be my fcl-
lo,v-student from Wits.

/1 believe the fast will
also help me personally
t to reflect on my faith. |
' hope, too, that the fast
will have an effect on a
,fur wider group of peo-
ple. My particular con-
cern is that the churches
consider urgently where
they stand in the growing
conflict in South Afiica.

“This fast is my small
conti ibution towards ini-
tiating such processes, so
that one day we may see
a just peace in a non-ra-
cial, democratic South
Africa.”

Soldiers’

fiy Davi

Tlin, mothers of young n
join those of black youths

‘that rocked

cradles

d Ci.-;J

ational servicemen should
“at the scene of battle” in

the townships to show solidarity with them against a
system that is turning children to violence.

A conference on Troops in ike Townships — A
Mothers Perspective was told this week that the
country’s youth were being bred or. a diet of violence

that would leave a legacy

lo be named, at tho conference on

our students describe
th eir tasting experience

ADVICE to fat people
from four politically and

religiously motivated-
fasters is that there is no
surer way cf Josing

weight than through the
drastic action of refus-
ing all food for about two
weeks.

And they say it is not
as difficult as it might
seem, as by (lie second or
third day of fasting, one
slops getting h'i»s,'y.

Of course they did not
feel veiy well during this
time and suffered from
vertigc and light headed-
ness.

The four are students
at the University of
Natal in Durban who, for
a variety of reasons, are
fasting in support of the
nationwide campaign
'‘ai: ed a! having the
South African Defence
Force withdrawn from
black townships.

Mr Mike Graaf broke
bis fast on its twelfth day

Political Reporter

at the weekend, as did
Mr Tim Chilvcers, then on
his eighth day.

Taking over  from
them, with the intention
of fasting for a full two
weeks, Mr Donn
lidwards™"l] Mr Steve
Collins, a member of the
Students’ Representative
Council.

In an interview this
week, Mr Graaf and Mr
Chilvers joked about
their los~L weight and
the probl”~Pr of function-
ing without food to sus-
tain them.

Mr Graaf, who became
distinctly thinner and
more hollow-eyed during
his fast, said he had lost
six kilograms, while Mr
Chilvers said he had not
weighed himself, but had
had to take his belt in a
few notches.

Mr Chilvers said fast-

ing was a fantastic ex-

perience.

"l don’t know why
chubby  people have
problems  dieting —

there’s nothing to it.”

Mr Graaf said that it
was definitely easier to
go without food altogeth-
er than simply to eat
less, as slimmers did.

However, they had had
to avoid strenuous pLysi-

cal exertion, had suf-
fered from vertigo, spoils
of light-headedness, loss
cf concentration and had
felt off-colour throughout
the period.

They had found there
was a generally mixed
response from other peo-
ple to their fasting.

Most had not voiced
objections to their rea-
sons for fasting, but had
rather expressed concern
fer their health.

of hatred between whites
and blacks.

Organised by the End
Conscripiion Campaign,
the conference brought
together the mothers of
whites who may have to
do township duty, and the
mothers of blacks who
ire involved in almost
daily confrontation with
those assigned to the
townships.

One woman said she
had to live with the fear
that she might not find
her two young sons alive
when she returned home
from work each evening.

The security forces,
she said, had become
something to be hated by
Macks. It was r,ot uncom-
mon to iee as many as
six liipnos in the street
outside her home.

The mother of a white
yocth who has been in
t-'-":fer f  pEEt
years to avoid military'.
service, described her]
son's anguish in leaving |
the country he loved.

Time to act

A black mother said: “As
we talk here, a child
mij'ht be dying in Sowe-
to. It is time that we, as
mothers, took some form
of action.”

A member of Women
for Peace wept as she da-
scribed the alieged beat
ing of a child of 10 by a
group of about 10 securi-
ty force men in a Port
Elizabeth township while
she watched, unable to
intervene.

Once, when she re-
turned the greeting of a
soldier in a Hippo, black
youths confronted her,
saying the soldier ""has no
right to greet cur moth-
ers”.

Other women spoke of

| their sons’ dilemma, and

jof their own foreboding

| about their sons’ being
Imade to do duty in the

Jj townships.

. Way out

\ A tearful woman said her

! husband had tried in vain

j to get her son into the

| army gymnasiu* ’

] could avoid
duty. “I kno\\
sound cowardly, out we
; just don’t want our son to

i go into these areas,” she
said.

i Several black women
said the mothers of white
national servicemen
were unaware of what
was taking place in the
townships. White moth-
ers, one said, should join
their black compatriots
in the townships "where
the battle rages”.

“In the words of an old
Zulu saying, nothing cun
ever happen to a moth-
ers child when she is
present.”



The peace

festival
builds up
broad base

By GAVIN EVANS
THE End Conscription Campaign's
"'Stop the Call Up" Peace festival last
weekend attracted over 2000 people -
young, old, pacifists, humanists,
leftists, liberals and Christians.

Delegates came from throughout
the country and overseas. More than
100 messages of support were
received from organisations inside
and outside of South Africa.

In an interview this week, ECC's
national organiser Laurie Nathan
said the festival was aimed at
strengthening the movement to end
conscription and to focus on the call
for ajust peace in South Africa.

In its 18-month existence, the
ECC had grown into a broad front of
50 affiliate organisations. Its
members included people who would
describe themselves as pacifists,
humanists, liberals, Christians and
leftists, Nathan said.

The PFP youth wing, for
example, was significantly
represented at the festival and it
issued a public statement supporting
the campaign.

"While some in the ECC may have
their differences with us, we are
united on the call to end
conscription,” a PFP youth
representative said.

Although many of the ECC
affiliates have a black membership,
the ECC works mainly in the white
community, "because they are the
ones facing conscription at the
moment,” Nathan said.

But, unlike some white extra-
parliamentary groups whose images
are predominantly, young and
radical, the ECC festival showed it

had a wider base of support.

*T tKo (Via ir/Mi nro tolron

Rocking against the call-up ... The Softies, at the Peace Festival concert.

Picture: issy lagardien

ATCadla, NS wvidimora, dil exctutive
vice-president of the American
company, replied, “We don't
comment on our capital structure.
That's one of the nice things about
being a private company."

The main vehicle for Anglo’s
expansion has been its susidiary,
Minorco. Minorco is reportedly the
largest single shareholder — with
over 20 percent — in the US firm of
Phibro-Salmong, a huge commodities
and investment concern which is
among the world's largest spot traders
in oil.

Anglo investments in US energy
resources are varied. Through
Newmonth Mining, it owns 30 percent
of Peabody Coal, the US' largest coal
company. Through Madison
Resources, it holds uranium deposits
in Virginia. Consolidated Goldfields,
another Anglo firm, is developing
gold and silver mines, and Inspiration
Resources is developing acreage said
to contain strategic ores, such as
chrome and nickel.

Other, unnamed, South African
firms have staked claims for minerals
on US public domain lands in
Montana, Utah and Arizona,
according to a recent survey by the US
General Accounting office.

Two years ago, South African
interests ran into a wall of negative
publicity when Southern Sun tried to
build a posh casino in Atlantic City
and eventually withdrew the
application.

But most South African firms doing
business in America proceed with a
lower profile, often in conjunction
with other firms.

Until recently, according to The
Guardian newspaper, Federal Marines
Ltd of South Africa bought 85 percent
of Peru’s output of canned fish —
canned with machinery provided by
South Africa — for resale in Britain
and the US as cat food.

South African consul Gideon
Bauwer declined to identify the
brands involved, insisting that it was
South Africa's policy not to reveal
export information except gross
volumes because '‘some countries
don't want to expose the fact that they
trade with us — it would not be good
for business™.

Anti-apartheid workers hope this is
the case. Richard Knight, of the
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ECC had grown into a broad front of
50 affiliate organisations. Its
members included people who would
describe themselves as pacifists,
humanists, liberals, Christians and
leftists, Nathan said.

The PFP youth wing, for
example, was significantly
represented at the festival and it
issued a public statement supporting
the campaign.

"While some in the ECC may have
their differences with us, we are
united on the call to end
conscription,” a PFP youth
representative said.

Although many of the ECC
affiliates have a black membership,
the ECC works mainly in the white
community, "because they are the
ones facing conscription at the
moment,” Nathan said.

But, unlike some white extra-
parliamentary groups whose images
are predominantly young and
radical, the ECC festival showed it
had a wider base of support.

"In the ECC the youth are taken
seriously precisely because they are
the ones on the line, who are called
up to go to the townships and
borders, who have to shoot and be
shot.

"But it is not only the youth who
are part of the ECC. There are many
older people who are active in our
campaign because they are concerned
about the role the army is playing
and are committed to ajust peace."

The wide range of anti-
conscription feeling represented at
the festival was shown by a panel
discussion in which five
conscientious objectors spoke of
their experiences.

Dr Ivan Toms, an objector who
completed his national service as a
non-combatant before working in t
clinic in Crossroads, said he was no
longer prepared to serve in the army
because doctors were used to back up
soldiers fighting on the borders and
in townships,

Richard Steele, of Durban, who

served a year in detention barracks in
1980, said he was a Christian pacifist
and saw his objections to
conscription as an act of non-
cooperation with apartheid.

David Pipers broke his 10-year
contract with the Cape Corps and
now faces a court martial because he
refuses to serve in the army again. He
said he joined the army because it
was a family tradition and there were
no other jobs, but cut his service
short after experiencing 'the
brutality of the army's role in
Namibia'.

Pete Hathom, a political objector
who served a year's imprisonment,
said he was committed to the
Freedom Charter and that serving in
the SADF would make a mockery of
his beliefs.

David Schmidt began his six years
community service last week after
being classified as a religious

objector.

He said his religious and political
beliefs made it impossible to support
the SADF in any way.

An important aspect of the festival
was its international flavour.

Carol Tongue, a European MP
and member of the Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament, said the first
war was that on poverty.

"As long as rich and poor exist
side by side, the rich will live in
constant fear of the poor and there
will be no peace," she said.

In a recorded message sent from
London, Monsignor Bruce Kent,
leader of the CND, said British and
South African campaigners worked
under different circumstances, "but
walk the same road toward a world
free from militarisation™.

Other keynote speakers included
Dr Beyers Naude, general secretary
of the SA Council of Churches;

Bishop Desmond Tutu, Anglican
Bishop of Johannesburg; Sir Richard
Luyt, former vice-chancellor of
UCT; Nadine Gordimer, novelist;
Molly Blackburn of the PFP;
Murphy Morobe of the UDF; and
Mokganedi Thlabane of Swapo.

Three of the scheduled speakers
were prevented from attending the
festival. Cardinal Paulo Arns had his
visa withdrawn at the last moment;
Janet Cherry, the ECC Eastern Cape
leader, was detained the day before
the festival; and Mathew Goniwe, an
Eastern Cape executive member,
dissapeared during the week and was
later found dead.

Nathan said the ECC had
experienced considerable harrasment
before the festival - the banning of
publications, security police raids,
threatening phone calls and right
wing disruption of public meetings.

wu ytdls 4y0, aoOuint Alrican
interests ran into a wall of negative
publicity when Southern Sun tried to
build a posh casino in Atlantic City
and eventually withdrew the
application.

But most South African firms doing
business in America proceed with a
lower profile, often in conjunction
with other firms.

Until recently, according to The
Guardian newspaper, Federal Marines
Ltd of South Africa bought 85 percent
of Peru's output of canned fish —
canned with machinery provided by
South Africa — for resale in Britain
and the US as cat food.

South African consul Gideon
Bauwer declined to identify the
brands involved, insisting that it was
South Africa's policy not to reveal
export information except gross
volumes because 'some countries
don't want to expose the fact that they
trade with us — it would not be good
for business™.

Anti-apartheid workers hope this is
the case. Richard Knight, of the
Africa Fund, a non-profit research
group at the heart of the disinvestment
movement, says South African
investments in the US — though often
concealed — present a tempting
target.

"In order to make disinvestment in
South Africa work, we have to
identify and campaign against South
African investment here at home,” he
said. — Pacific News Service.

BOOKKEEPER
NEEDED

For part-time work,
per stwo ays
rweg
X eHg%cg
PhonG 3307305






muiM gnasltiv piacc on earth without cv DDp O®
ccption, which is a bloody lie, and that South d g (,’,B &
Africa is the only place on earth that de-*2 »“ §| o
serves to be bullied, bashed around, isolated P 5 p-* » § 8>-
and subjected to various forms of sanctions, | i * g8 “* ?
which is another bloody lie. g™ FJn
Well, we say that the Government has a duty <'L£ § g~ B

to restore law and order in the unrest town- ®

COMMENT
Bloody lie

THE number of terrorist attacks this year ex-

ships. It has a duty to fight the ANC with all £
the resources at its disposal. r
Reform is the key word in this period of South »

ceeds 40 — a record. s U | .
And the tempo in recent weeks seems to have ~Africa’s history — but it cannot be expand-1
ed, or made acceptable, if there is a state of!

increased, with African National Congress h C s
terrorists making grenade attacks on two anarchy. . . -
members of the'Coloured House of Rep- No doubt the ANC and its supporters In the © *
resentatives, one of whom is a Deputy Minis- UDF want reform to collapse as much as
ter-elect: a bomb attack on a beachfront tea- they want the townships to be ungovernable. 5-fr
room in Durban; a clash between armed men _ 1 hey should be denied both objectives.

and a po“ce patr0| north of the Kruger N at- People are sick and tired of the terrorist at-
ional Park; a grenade attack which injured tacks and the savagery of the mobs. Let the
three White policemen near Cape Town, and ~ Government put down violence and let it go

a bomb attack on East London’s City Hall. ~ ahead, at the same time, with the reforms
The unrest in the townships continues, with that are essential to ensure that all sections

attacks on the homes of policemen and other Nave a stake in a peaceful future.
so-called collaborators with the system, and
with schools and other buildings destroyed or
damaged.

\t no time have Black leaders, except Chief
Gatsha Buthelezi, or the political priests
called for an end to this violence.

The impression is given that the ANC’s attacks
are excusable, since, the argument goes, the
ANC was driven underground by banning
and had no alternative but to turn to viol
ence.

As if the acts of any terrorists — IRA, PLO,
ANC or Shi’ites — can ever be condoned.

The actions of the mobs in the townships are
also excused on the grounds that they are
legitimately venting their ire against the sys-
tem, that Blacks are so badly treated, and so
economically deprived, that outbursts of vio-
lence, however savage, are understandable;
and that the intention of the radicals to make
the townships ungovernable is a legitimate
way of fighting apartheid, institutionalised
violence (a catch phrase) and oppression.

Any action by the police in countering this
violence is regarded as evidence that the
Government and its security forces are out to
kill Blacks without compunction; the tragic
shooting of 20 Blocks in Uitenhage is em-
broidered with a batch of lies which some
politicians helped to put around; and the
anti-ANC raid on Gaborone targets is held
out as evidence of South Africa’s destabilisa-
tion of a neighbour and utter ruthlessness.

Suggestions that only poor, defenceless refu-
gees were killed are bloody lies.

The use of the army in the present grave riot
situation is condemned by political priests,
the anti-conscription movement and Left-
wing politicians, whereas soldiers are being
used, and are opening fire on rioters, in India
and other countries at this very time, as news
items have shown.

Meanwhile Bishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel
Peace Prize winner extraordinary, the un-
banned Dr Beyers Naude, secretary-general
of the South African Council of Churches,
the man of “unique” experience, Dr Allan
Boesak, and various members of the United
Democratic Front, like the Rev M Stofeli,
who has just warned New Zealand that the
All Blacks risk death by coming to South
Africa to play here, feel free to travel the
world giving the worst possible picture of

South Africa.
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CardinaPs visa
cancelled after

anti-army

PRETORIA—A Brazil-
ian cardinal who ap-
plied to visit South
Africa was immediately
given a visa, but the
document was with-
drawn when reports
suggested he was com-
ing to this country for
reasons other than his
stated one, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Mr
Pik Botha, said last
night.

Mr Botha said in a
statement that Cardinal
Arns of Brazil had ap-
plied to the South African
consul general in Sao
Paulo about two weeks
ago for a visa ‘to visit the
Catholic Church in South
Africa’.

‘He was immediatly giv-
en a visa for a visit for
this purpose,” Mr Botha
said.

But a report in Tues-
day’s Press suggested the

cardinal would be coining
to South Africa *for an-
other purpose as well —
namely, to participate in
the End Conscription
Campaign’.

‘When advised of this
report, Cardinal Arns de-
nied all knowledge of the
campaign and assured
our consul general in Sao
Paulo that he would nev-
er involve himself in the
domestic affairs of any
country,” Mr Botha’s
statement said.

‘Inquiries revealed,
however, that he (the car-
dinal) had in fact been in-
vited to participate in
this campaign and that he
was scheduled to address
the participants.’

South Africa then
asked the cardinal for a
written undertaking that
he would not participate
in any way in the End
Conscription Campaign,
Mr Botha said.

. ~>jo /e s

rift

‘He refused
wherupon we advised
him that we would accept
his earlier verbal assur-
ance, and on that basis he
was free to proceed with
his visit

The cardinal, however,
retracted and said he was
not prepared to accept
any restrictions on his ac-
tivities in South Africa.
His visa was thereupon
withdrawn.’

Mr Botha said Cardinal
Arns would always be
welcome to visit South

Africa ‘for pastoral pur-
poses’.— (Sapa)



t"or the Paarty’s

rHE current violence in South Africa follows to
+e letter instructions set out in a secret SA
-ommunist Party (SACP) document seized in a
Gabé)rone house last week by South African com-
nandos.

The document, called an “Inner Party Bulletin”, is
narked for the eyes of Parti members only”, and was
uund in the house of top-ranking ANC officials George
mil Linde Phahle, who were killed in the raid.

Intelligence experts in Pretoria analysing the “trea-
ure trove of intelligence”
cized in Botswana say
his document “undem-

By STEPHAN TERBLANCHE
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Part of th« document — PB stands for politburo

all levels to collaborate in

that it is not circulated to any.
their own oppression. This

unauthorised person.”

ibly proves Moscow’s di-
ect involvement in stir-
ing up violence in South
friral

‘Other documents in
jborooe and shown to the
unday Tiroes by South Afri-
u's master spy, Major Craig
Williamson, Include;

o« * proct;_ress report by a
rrorist still operating “in*
de South Africa. )

« Aprogramme of action
lined at the youth and sug-
,-iUng that men serving in

"the racist army” should be
plerlsuaded ”tot jof[n htthe_(;‘pelg)-

e's army” to fight side
§ide with the ANC Y

* Detailed plans for the
assassination_of a Bopbutha-
Tswana politician.

* A directive  on_the
schools boycotts in South
Africa.

* An ANC press statement
claiming responsibility for
the Pretoria car-bomb attack
in which many civilians were

lulled or injured.

e Financial statements,
receipts and cheques of the
ANC'in Botswana involving
huge sums of money.

» A computerised record
of ANC terror incidents in
South Africa.

The. SACP document
seized is headed: “This bulle-
tin is for the eyes of party
members only. Regions and
units must ensure that each
copy is accounted for and

The undated document de-
tails_a central committee
meeting which intelligence
{experts believe took place
around 1RL )

It calls for the establish-
ment of a “broad-based mass
movement”. The document
rgcerds:

_Comrade B: Supports Pre-
vious suggestion__about a
peace movement. The frater-
nal organisation* should he
guided on this question. It is
not appropriate for the party
to initiate the call. WWe must
work out the mechanics.

Comrade C. Our job is to
lay the groundwork for such
a ‘movement before announ-
cing it. Guidance must be
given to the churches, youth
organisations, etc. ]

Comrade D: Blacks are in-
creasingly being mobilised at

.force,

applies to the army, police
( up’R(Set administra-
tions, _etc. never before,
work in the army and among
the black police is vital.

The document notes alarm

at the “increase of black col*

laboration” in South_Africa,
and states that police sta-
tions should be attacked and

alone...

that “the top collaborators
must be dealt with physically
but the bulk of thosé below
th(im should be dealt with
politically”.

Intelligence experts point ,

out that” this ties up with
recent attacks on police sta-
tions and policemen’s homes,
and the killings of black
councillors. o
The specialist assassin’s ri-
fle with silencer found in one
of the ANC bouses in Gabor-
grqg was also to be used to this

The SACP document fur-
ther states that the armed
and political struggle in
South Africa should be
stepped up, that the relations
between South Africa and the
United States should be at-
tacked, and that labour
unions and workers be mobi-
lised and strikes be organ-

IC another document a ter-
rorist also askspermission to
continue infiltrating the
r’nks of the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign, where he
hppes to recruit more “white
gptivists” for ANC training.
. The terrorist ends by say-
ing he is still safe, in” good
hands and that he will fulfil
his mission at all costs.

The Security Branch has
warned the BophutbaTswana
Bollce about detailed plans

y the ANC to assassinate a
well-known politician.

~Among the plans it found
pictures of the victim’s home,
sketches of his house and the
surrounding area, and writ-
ten detajls of how be was to
be killed.

Although police do not
wish to release the would-be
victim’s name, he has been
warned.
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“Communist In cassock’ Cardinal

r MB* ™ Turbulent

Cardinal Arn* ... r*gar
human right* advocate.

Brazilian
priest for

ATax"

By Jo-Anne Collinge 2 ~ /g r 10 lead to threats to the life of Cardinal

Turbulent priests, a familiar feature on
the South African political landscape,
command even greater recognition in
Latin America. And one of the most
prominent, Brazilian Cardinal Paulo
Evaristo Arns, arrives in Johannesburg
tomorrow.

Cardinal Arns will, at the invitation
of the End Conscription Campaign, ad-
dress a mass rally, part of a three-day
“Peace Festival”, at Wits University.

Vilified by the military junta which
ruled Brazil between 1964 and 1984, fol-
lowed into protest action by millions of
his countrymen and recognised as a
human rights advocate by Western
leaders, the 63-year-old Sao Paulo car-
dinal heads the largest Catholic arch-
diocese in world.

Regarded as a “communist in cas-
sock” by the old military government,
the cardinal describes his position a lit-
tle differently. “The church’s foremost
mission in the option for change is to
establish the truth and to seek justice.

“It must help train Christian com-
munities to seek their own solutions
and encourage universities, research
institutes and others to seek alterna-
tives that are neither capitalist nor
communist,” he is on record as saying.

Finally, he believes, the church has
to convince the rich and the powerful
that development of the individual and
society are best served by pursuing
Christian equality.

Cardinal Arns’ concern with torture
and the fate of political detainees
began in 1971 with the detention in Sao
Paolo of an Italian priest and his assis-

*tant They had been involved in pro-
grammes for workers in the city of
which Cardinal Arns was already arch-
bishop.

They were never charged —but they
were allegedly brutally tortured at po-
lice headquarters.

The cardinal’s response was to call
together the priests of his archdiocese
— which comprises eight bishops, 2100
diocesan priests and about 4000 other
priests. The outcome of their discus-
sions on torture was a strongly worded
document on the church’s commitment
to social justice.

Resistance to the secret police was

Arns, increasing Government censor-
ship of his paper, O Sao Paulo, and a
concerted defamation campaign.

In 1975, following the death in deten-
tion of distinguished journalist Vladi-
mir Herzog, 8000 people defied the
military regime and rallied to Cardinal
Arns’ call to a Mass in Sao Paulo Ca-
thedral. In addition two million Catho-
lics in the city went cma 24-hour fast to
show their support of the church’s
stand against torture, expressed in a
pastoral letter entitled, “Do not op-
press your brother”.

When Cardinal Arns himself was
under threat — by December 1975 —
3000 priests and six bishops held a
Mass in solidarity with him.

The second major string to the cardi-
nal’s human rights bow is his concern
for the poor. He has been closely in-
volved in the growth of the “basic com-
munities" — a unique Brazilian re-
sponse to poverty.

“Basic communities” are tightly knit
groups of about 12 to 15 people of simi-
lar income and education, who live to-
gether and often work together in co-
operative enterprise. Today there are
an estimated 80000 basic communities
in Brazil, forming a movement with a
strongly Christian ethical base.

Cardinal Arns feas also been closely
associated with workers’ movements,
actively supporting the sustained
metal workers’ strike of 1979 — the
first major strike in Brazil in nearly 15
years. He Is also concerned with the®
workers’ battle for democratic politi-
cal participation.

At the time of the metal workers’
strike he explained: “If you have some
little space for liberty you have to oc-
cupy this space. Now we have a space
for better salaries - we are insisting
about this. The next time we will have
a space for organising political parties
—you haveto occupy this.”

Since 1980 the cardinal has been in-
volved with dther Latin theologians in
seeking peaceful means to restructure
the conflict-ridden societies of South
and Central America. His advice was
also sought by the Brandt Commission
on relations between the wealthy
northern hemisphere and the depen-
dent, impoverished south. .

Cardinal’s

visit to4dWr
SAisé& £,
preveiM |

The visa of a Brazilian »
cardinal due to visit
South'Wfrica to address
the End Conscription

1 Campaign’s Peace FeSti-

i val in Johannesburg was
withdrawn by South Afri-
can authorities at the last
minute. ;

Cardinal Paulo Evaris-
to Arns of Sao Paulo was
due to arrive at Jan
Smuts today as a guest of
the ECC and the Southern
African Catholic Bishops
Conference.

f “Hours before he was
due to depart, he was vi-

" sited by South African
consulate officials who
wanted a written under-
taking that he would not
speak at the ECC festival
nor involve himself inthe
affairs of the country,
the ECC stated today.

Cardinal Arns refused
to sign and his visa was
withdrawn.

“l would only go as a
1free person where my
brother bishops have
\ asked me to go and do
what they have asked me
to do,” he said in a state-
ment through the ECC of-
fice in Johannesburg. .-
“| see clearly that your
government is not satis-
fied with the sacrifice
and injustice that it im-
poses on its people.  -"
I “Now it also prevents a
visit of friendship by a
cardinal ... even though
be is a member ©f the in-
depenent committee ©l
the United Nations «b
Humanitarian Issues.” -



Bishops call Tor end to SA conscription

THE SOUTHt'RN  African
Catholic Bishops Conference
has called for an end to military
conscription and an amendment
lo the Defence Act to make this
possible.

"We are concerned at the
gfcwing numbers of \mtng men
faced with a crisis of conscience
caused by their conscription,”
an SACBC statement said yes-
terday.

“Our concern as Bishops of
Southern African is for a speedy
and just solution to the prob-
lems .experienced by its people
—a solution to which all sectors
of the population are called to
pl%/ their part,” the statement
said.

The Bishops said many nat-
ional servicemen experienced
turmoil when they became
aware of the role they were ex-

pected to play in the Black
townships and elsewhere in
Southern Africa.

The SACBC statement also
repeated a call that provision be
made for “so-called moral and
ethical objectors” — who were
not included in the Defence
Amendment Act.

In 1977, a SACBC statement
on conscientious objection de-
fended the right of the individ-

ual to follow his conscience and
the SACBC urged the Govern-
ment to make provision for
alternative forms of non-military
national service.

In 1983 the organisation, in a
letter to the Minister of De-
fence, pointed out that proposed
amendments making it possible
for Christian pacifists to refuse
military training, did not go far
enough.— Sapa.

Bishops call

The Southern African
Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence has called for an
end to military conscrip-
tion and for the Defence
Act to be amended to
make this possible.

“We are concerned at
the growing numbers of
young men faced with a
crisis of conscience
caused by their conscrip-
tion,” an SACBC state-

ment said yesterday.

An end to conscription
would leave the South
African Defence Force
open to those in sym-
pathy with it and would
grant individuals free-
dom of conscience, the
statement said.

The bishops said many
national servicemen ex-
perienced turmoil when
they became aware of

the the role tihey were4x-
pected to play in the
black-townships and else-
where in Southern Africa.
The SACBC statement
listed the choices for men
facing a crisis over con-
scription as:
e Serving in the army,
with whose mode of oper-
ation they could not
agree.
» Doing six years of al-

Men face ‘crisis of conscience’

conscription

tenratfve service if they
were recognised religious
pacifists.
 Serving a six-year jail
sentence if they objected
to the war on the groiifids
that it was unjust.
e Leaving South Africa
to live in exile.

The SACBC statement
also repeated a call that
provision be made for

ical objectors” — who
were not included in the
Defence Amendment Act.

In 1977, a SACBC state-
ment “On Conscientious
Objection" defended the
right of the individual to
follow his conscience.

It urged the Govern-
ment to make provision
for alternative forms of
non-military national ser-

Bishops call
for an end to

conscription

The Southern African Catho-
lic Bishops Conference has
called for an end to military
conscription and an amend-
ment to the Defence Act to
make it possible.

“We are concerned at the
.growing numbers of young men
faced with a crisis of conscience
‘caused by their conscription,”
ithe SACBC said yesterday.

“Our concern as Bishops of
Southern Africa is for a speedy
:&nd just solution to the prob-
lems experienced by its people.
A solution to which all sectors of
the population are called to play
their part”

FREEDOM

service if they are recognised
religious pacifists.

e Serving a six-year jail sen-
tence if they object to the war
on the grounds that they believe
it to be unjust.

» Leaving South Africa to live
in exile.

The SACBC also repeated a
call that provision be made for
“so-called moral and ethical ob-
jectors” —who were not includ-
ed in the Defence Amendment
Act

In 1977, a SACBC statement
on conscientious objection de-
fended the right of the individu-
al to follow his conscience and
urged the Government to make
provision for alternative forms
of non-military national service.

“so-called moral and eth- vice. — Sapa.
The Bishops said an end to { 983" .6.SACBC: * Da]Jetter
conscription would leave the 10 Minister “of Defence
South African Defence Force ported out that ,rop<sS

open to those in sympathy with
it and would grant individuals
~reedom of conscience,

i They said many national ser-
jvicemen experienced turmoil
when they became aware of the
the role they were expected to
play in black townships and
ielsewhere in Southern Africa.

The SACBC listed the choices

for. men facing a crisis over con-
scription as:

[*Serving in the army, with

I'whose mode of operation thev

j cannot agree.

[+Doing six years of alternate

amendments making it possible
for Christian pacifists to refuse
military training, did not go far
enough.

The SACBC has invited Cardi-
nal Paulo Arns —recognised in-
ternationally for his human
nghts campaign during 20 years
of military rule in Brazil - to
address a peace festival aimed
fit ending conscription.

Cardinal Arns, who arrives in
Johannesburg this week, will

. ? I |
Society in b |cteeta|lrt1gtﬁn

éohannesb g ngﬁgdral on Sun- |



Mixed

Political Staff

DR F van Zyl Slabbert, leader
of the Progressive Federal
Party, said today he had no in-
tention of prematurely con-
rfprnninf or justifying the Ga-
borone raid.

He said: “At this stage the
raid must be seen in the con-
text of the grenade attack on
members of the House of Rep-
resentatives and is apparently
also an act of reprisal.

“Thus acts of terror and anti-
terror will undoubtedly add to
a spiral of violence and
counter-violence and contribute
to a state of siege. For the sake
of a negotiated and peaceful fu-
ture for all of us this spiral will
have to be broken.”

Mr Colin Eglin, Progressive
Federal Party foreign affairs
spokesman, said it was “dis-
tressing when the situation de-
teriorates to the point where
armed intervention replaces di-
plomacy”.

He said: “It is clear that the
raid is going to have serious re-
percussions for South Africa.”

In a brief statement today,
the State President, Mr P W
Botha, said: “l would like to
congratulate the South African
Defence Force.”

Mr Vause Raw, NRP defence
spokesman, said that while it
was regrettable that South
African troops should have en-
tered Botswana, the activities
of the ANC made this essential
when members of Parliament

innocent
the targets of terrorism.

The Conservative Party sup-
rted and congratulated the
ADF on the operation, the
party’s defence spokesman, Mr
Koos van der Merwe, said.

He said: “We are very per-
turbed at the fact that Botswa-
na has been accommodating
ANC terrorists. We believe that
relations between South Africa
and Botswana should now be
reviewed under a magnifying
glass.”

Mr Abe Williams, MP, the
Labour Party’s defence spokes-
man, said he might comment
after a briefing.

The president of the Azanian
People s Organisation, Mr Ish-
mael Mkhabela, described the
raid as “cold-blooded murder
of South African refugees”.

He said: “The people of
Azania are victims of an unde-
clared war. The Government is
condemned in the strongest
possible terms and punitive ac-
tion should be considered by
the international community.”

The End Conscription Cam-
paign said today it regarded
the attack in Botswana as “yet
another violation by the South
African authorities of the terri-
torial integrity of a neighbour-
ing state”.

In a statement by a spokes-
man in Cape Town, the ECC
said it “disapproves in the

.criticism abroad

uphftimy clatim® MG hing
peace in Southern Africa.

The statement said: “This ac-
tion in no way advances the
cause of peace in our region.
Rather it sets back the process
of building a situation of stabil-
ity and harmony in Southern
Africa.”

whose foved enes have either
perished or sustained injuries.
“We ask the people of Bo-
tswana not to be deterred in
their support for all those who
are disadvantaged and who had
sought refuge in their country.”
e The Argus Foreign Service
in London reports that Mr Mike

* Sapa reports from Johan- Terry, executive secretary of

nesburg that the raid has been
condemned “in the strongest
terms” by the South African
Council of Churches.

"UTTER FOLLY”

A statement issued by the
acting general secretary of the
SACC, Mr Dan Vaughan, said:
“That the SADF should act as
judge and executioner against
any South African is reprehen-
sible in the extreme.

“That it should do so in a
neighbouring territory with
whom we are not at war is an
act not only of aggression and
violence but of utter folly, des-
tabilising to the entire sub-con-
mtinent ”

Sapa also reports from Jo-
hannesburg that the United De-
mocratic Front has condemned
the raid.

A statement said: “This
clearly illustrates the aggres-
sive and insensitive policies of
the South African regime
towards its neighbours.

“We send sympathies to the

the Anti-Apartheid Movement,
has called on the British Go-
vernment to respond immedi-
ately by taking “effective ac-
tion against South Africa.

In a statement, Mr Terry
said the raid into Gaborone
was further evidence that
South Africa had abandoned
the pretence of a policy of

eaceful relations with its

eighbours.

He said: “This attack is real-
ly an act of reprisal against
Botswana because of its refusal
to surrender its sovereignty by
entering into a so-called peace
treaty with South Africa.”

tioned whether the SADF could

strongest terms” and ques- people of Botswana and their
Government and also to those i

Cardinal to take part
In ‘peace festival’.

By Jo-Anne Collinge

Internationally recog-
nised Brazilian cleric and
human rights fighter Car-
dinal Paulo Arns will
launch the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign’s “Peace
Festival” in Johannes-
burg this month.

Cardinal Arns of Sao
Paulo heads the largest
Roman Catholic archdio-
cese in the world. He rose
to international promi-
nence as an outspoken
opponent of the military
junta which released its
20-year hold over Brazil
only last year.

The Cardinal led mil-
lions of Catholics in
peaceful protest action
against the torture prac-
tices of the security
forces.

The festival, which
opens with the Cardinal

" addressing a public meet-

ing on June 28, aims to
focus attention on milita-
risation in South Africa
and promote widespread
discussion on ways of
pursuing peace.

Mrs Carol Tongue, a
British Labour Party rep-
resentative to the Euro-
pean Parliament and

"supporter of the Cam-

paign for Nuclear Disar-
mament, will also take
part'in the three-day pro-
gramme of public meet-
ings, workshops, semin-
ars and presentations of
drama, music and poetry.
The Anglican Bishop of
Johannesburg, Bishop
Desmond Tutu; the gener-
al secretary of the South
African Council of
Churches, Dr Beyers
Naude; and Southern
Africa Catholic Bishops’
Conference president
Archbishop Denis Hurley
will participate in the
festival’s final meeting.



Activist
cardinal
to speak

Jo-Anne Collinge

Turbulent™priests, a lamilia?*
feature on the South African po-
litical landscape, command
even greater recognition in
Latin America.

And one of the most prominet,
Brazilian Cardinal Paulo
Evaristo Arns, is about to arrive
in Johannesburg.

He will be here next week at
the invitation of the End Con-
scription Campaign to address a
mass rally, part of a threfe-day
“Peace Festival”, at Johannes-
burg’s University of the Wit-
watersrand. -

Vilified by the military junta
which ruled Brazil between 1964
and 1984, followed into protest
action by millions of -his coun-
trymen and recognised *£ a
human rights advocate by West-
ern leaders, the 63-year-old Sao
Paulo cardinal heads the largest
Catholic archdiocese in {he
world.

Regarded as a “communist in
a cassock” by the former mili-
tary government, the cardiifel
describes his position a little dif-
ferently. '

“The church’s foremost/mis-
sion in the option for change is
to establish the truth and to seek
justice,” he has said.

“It must help train Christian
communities to seek their own
solutions and encourage univer-
sities, research institutes and
others to seek alternatives that
are neither capitalist nor com-
munist,” he added.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Cardinal Arns’ concern with
torture and the fate of political
detainees began in 1971 with the
detention of an Italian priest
and his assistant in Sao Paulo.

The two, involved in pro-
grammes for workers, were
never charged — but they were
Allegedly brutally tortured at
epolice headquarters.

The cardinal’s response was
tto tall together the priests of his
’archdiocese — which comprises
>eight bishops, 2 100 diocesan

riests and about 4000 other re-

gious.

The outcome of their discus-
sions on torture was a strongly
worded document on the
church’s commitment to social
justice.

Resistance to the excesses of
the secret police was to lead to
threats to the life of Cardinal
Arns.

At the same time there was
increasing Government censor-
ship of his paper, 0 Sao Paulo,
and a concerted defamation
campaign

In 1975, following the death in
detention of distinguished jour-
nalist Vladimir Herzog, 8000
people defied the military re-
gime and rallied to Cardinal
Arns's call to a Mass in Sao
Paulo Cathedral. In addition two
million Catholics in the city
went on a 24-hour fast.

Cardinal Arns has also been
closely associated with workers’
movements, actively supporting
the sustained metalworkers’
strike of 1979 — the first major
strike in Brazil in nearly 15
years.

r

Protest at army

from ALLISTER SPARKS in Johannesburg

OPPOSITION to military
conscription is growing in
South Africa as a result of
the Government’s use of the
army to help quell unrest in
the black townships.
Laurence Nathan, 25,
national organiser of the End
Conscription Campaign, which
was formed a year ago, reports
that there has been a surge of
support for the organisation
since the first troops were
deployed in Sebokeng town-
ship, south of Johannesburg,
last October.
“Ite has been uite
j phenomenal,” Nathan said last
| week. *When we began, there
1 was little interest, but since the
i troops began operatine in the
'townships, we have been so
:overwhelmed with inquiries
that we can hardly cope.
The campaign has organised
a ‘ peace rally "next weekend at
Johannesburg’s Witwatersrand
University.

It will be the first public
demonstration of opposition to
compulsory military service by
white South Africans in this
militarised society where the
*troepies,” fresh out of school,
are regarded as young national
heroes defending their country
against Communist invaders on
‘the border’— the tmotive
name given to the bush country
of northern Namibia where
they have been skirmishing for
20 years with guerrillas of the
South West Africa People’s
Organisation (SWAPO).

The young men haveto do an
initial period of two years in the
Defence Force on laving high
school or university, followed
by 720 days’ service spread
over 12 years.

This gives South Africa a
citizen force 0f 800,000 that can
be mobilised to defend the
white laager against its ‘Com-
munist * enemies.

It is a big chunk out of a
young man’s life, but until now

few have complained. This is
partly because military service
has been glamorised, partly
because of the pressures of an
obsessively patriotic society,
and partly because the penalties
for conscientious objection are
among the severest in the
world, with six years’
imprisonment for those who
object on political grounds.

Most of those who have
refused military service have
been Jehovah’s Witnesses,
who, as religious objectors, are
allowed to do *community
service’ in a Government
department instead.

According to the End Con-
scription Campaign, an average
of about 3,000 young men have
dodged the draft each year by
going abroad.

Nathan says the figure rock-
eted to 7,500 last January, after
the army had been deployed for
the first time in the black
townships.
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