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BACKGROUND OF THE CAMP

Namibia (South-West Africa) has been a German colony from 1884 until 1920. During 
the German military occupation the natural resources of the country have been 
exploi ted and 1/3 of the total-population has been massacrated.
In 1920 the "Legue of the Nations" took the territory of Namibia under its respon- 
sability and grated South Africa the legal mandate to administrate Namibia.
South Africa was supposed to promote self-determination of the Namibian People and 
free elections in the country. But the South African government refused to leave 
th» country and considered Namibia as a part of its territory. The racist government 
of Pretoria extended the aparthedi system to Namibia; the former German colony 
praUcally become a South African Colony.

Namibia is today the last colony in Africa and it is illegally occupied by the South 
Africa Defence Army with hundred of thousands of sogiers: this army controls all 

activities whitin the country, including schools, hospitals and so on. The repressive 
system comes into all aspects of the daily life of Namibians. South Africa exploits 
the natural resources of Namibia (a rich country with Gold, diamonds, uraniom and 
other minerals), with the economical, political and diplomatic cooperation of the 
western countries.

Namibia also share its northern border with the People’s Republic of Angola and 
this border is .f a strategic importance for South Africa: from this border South 
Africa regularly invaded Angola in the last Tew years and gave support to the reac
tionary, illegal army, struggling against the government of Angola: the UNITA.

SWAPO (South West Africa People's Organization) is the liberation Movement of Namibia. 
It is struggling against the illegal occupation, for self-determination and genuine 
independence of its people. SWAPO is officially recognized by the United Nations 
Organization (UNO) as the sole and authentique representative of the Namibian People. 
SWAPO has been granted with a-observer status in the UNO assembly.
Struggling for independece SWAPO:

# tries to raise conscoiusnessthrough political actions throughtout the world
t raises support for its people at both governmental and non governmental level
# represents the Namibian people in international and national public bodies 

session.

# organizes its people and prepares it for independece: particularly by providing 
healt care services and school facilities in the refugee camps (there are 
about 120.000 Namibians in refugee camps in Angola, Zambia and Mozambique: all 
these camps are under the responsabillty of SWAPO)

I organizes the arm-struggle against the military, repressive occupation 
of the South African Defence Force. The arm struggle is considered a need 
by SWAPO and it is carried out by its military win, PLAN (People's Liberation 

Army of Namibia).______________________________________^
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Service Civil International (SCI), identifies with and support the struggle of ■’ \ ‘*7 i 
SWAPO and works in solidarity with it. The solidarity work of SCI aims at: -v '•

# raising public consciosness about the illegal occpuation of Namibia 
through political education work in western countries.

# Mobilizing political, moral and pratical support for SWAPO and the Namibian 
refugees.

SCI's work in solidarity with SWAPO must be considered as a part of the world' struggle 
against apartheid E;id n c i s m .

In the last few years many SCI branches in Europe and Asia have cooperated with 
SWAPO, organizing solidarity activities, like workcamps, information stands, 
etc. In 1988 SCI on international level, through its commission SEED (Solidarity, 
Exchange and Education for Development) launched an international solidarity campaign 
with SWAPO ("Namibia. Solidarity for Change"). The campaign involved all branches 

of SCI in Europe and also some kind of solidarity activity took place in other con
tinents. The campaign wanted to highlight the cooperation or western countries (in 
Europe and the USA) with South Africa: this cooperation is the only reason why the 
apartheid system can still be a reality. The campaign war composed of several 
activities: the most important was a tour through several European countries with 
a German military truck, lately converted into an ambulance. The Truck (a UNIMOG from 
Daimler-Benz) is one which is actually exported to South Africa and used by the South 
African Army in repressive action in Namibia.

The campaign was a very succesful event, involving thousands of people in the stretts

At the present time the diplomatic situation had a big change: after a military de
feat suffered in Angola by the South African Army, the government of Pretoria accepted 
to sign a treaty with the People's Republic of Angola and the Republic of Cuba: the 
treaty includes the implementation of UN resolution 435/78 for immediate independance 
of Namibia and free elections under the supervision of the United Nations.

However SWAPO belives that this treaty does not mean immediate independance: South 
Africa tries to boycott the process towards independance in many ways and solidarity 
work is very important in order to help SWAPO to achieve a clear success against 
the boycott of racist forces. Solidarity actions are important to realize the 
prospect of a true self-determination of the Namibian people.
SCI-Italy continues its solidarity action with SWAPO by organizing a new campaign 
supporting the liberation movement of Namibia.The campaign will include various 
activities and, among them, the following ones:

# Organization of a solidarity and information tour through 12 Italian cities 
in order to get support from the people

# organization of solidarity workcamps

# Publishing of a quarterly magazine on Namibia. The magazine will contain 
good information about the situation there and opinions from SWAPO. The 
magazine will be sent to at least 3.000 addresses, among them newspapers
and solidarity organizations. The aim is to give good quality (and first hand) 
information to the Italian public, provided that information on Namibia are 
scarce, inadequate and often false.

SCI-Italy, together with other European SCI Branches, supports a project proposed 
by the SWAPO Youth Legue. It is a project to be realized once Namibia is indipendent 
and it consists in the building up of a training center near Windhoek, the capital 
city of Namibia. The centre will train about 500 young Namibians per year and it will 
be a great contribution for the Namibian People: in fact, after independnce the most 
skilled people living in Namibia (all white people) will probably leave the country.
And Namibia will have a need of training new skilled people.
So, the money collected during the whole campaign in Italy will laterly be used to 
support this project.

THE WORKCAMP

The last year, during the realization of the international campaign for SWAPO, we 
had very succesful activities in Livorno, in solidarity with SWAPO. The local people 
clearly showed a solidarity feeling and the local authorities gave us much support.

it
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The workcamp o f  this year Is organized in cooperation with the local munici- 7 /  
pality. it is a part of our campign supporting SWAPO and aim3 at estabillshing' 
contacts with the local people in order to achieve our solidarity objectives.
It is an animation workcamp: so we expect good animators.

AIMS OF THE WORKCAMP

What do we want to achieve with this workcamp ?

We want to:
# Raise consciousness of the people about the situation of Namibia and the 

struggle for independence
# Highlight the fact that South Africa plays a colonial role in the Region and 

tries to boycott the process toward Namibian independence.
# Highlight the fact that for this process to be realized a solidarity movement 

throughout the world must be active, solidarity action are needed in order
to prevent Southafrican actions and to sensitize western governments.

# Collect founds to support projects in solidarity with SWAPO, particularly 
the SCI project in cooperation with the SWAPO youth Legue.

THE WORK

Volunteers will do animation work in the city.
The munipality will give us a public bus. During the first days of the camp the 
bus will be equipped by the volunteers with educational material, like: exibitions, 
leaflets, booklets, video facilities and so on.
Then the bus will every day be parked in a street or a square in different parts 
of the city. The bus will be a kind of "information-stand". Volunteers will do various 
activities related with the subject of the camp: making street-theatre, leafletting, 
selling things as fundraising and so on.
If possible we will organize a final solidarity party with the participation of 
the local people.

We expect volunteers to be flexible, ready to speak with the people and to make 
various kind of animation work.

THE STUDY-PART

4-SWAPO member has been invited to take part in the camp. Hopefully he/she will come, 
usually SWAPO sends us members every time we ask them to do so. However, being the 
situation quite difficult at the moment (they d o n’t know exactely whether they 
•rill win elections or not, neither if they are allow to go back to Namibia), we may 
not insure the participation of the SWAPO member invited.
■iis^her presence in the camp would be the best for the volunteers in order to have 
joed quality and fresh hand information about Namibia, the Apartheid system and the 
colonial role played by South Africa in the Region.
Iftyway we will do our best in order to organize a study session on the subject of 
sJip camp. It will include also meetings with local solidarity organizations. You 
alll also know about other activities related with solidarity: i.e. the municipality 
llso planned a solidarity Initiative with Polisario (The liberation movement of 
ifhestern Sahara), which will be held at the same, time of our workcamp.

THE PLACE

Livorno is a small town of about 50.000 inhabitants on the western Italian coast.
It is about 150 Km. far from Florence (Firenze).
The town has a relatively recent history and its economy it is mayly based on 
Its harbour, which is one of the most important in Italy and employes many workers, 
volunteers will be accomodated in a school, where cooking facilities will be pro- 
rided. volunteers are supposed to clean-up the place and to cook food.

WHAT TO BRING

Se e p i n g  bag. Working clothes may be useful. Camera. Musical instruments if you 
liay. Cooking receipts from your country. Bathing-suit. Any kind of information 
ttiout anti-apartheid’movements in your country are welcomed.

r i i M M M M B m i l— W — I I I H I IIi I 11 I 'll I in  ' I I IIIIIIII

ADDRESS OF THE CAMP

At the present time we do not know the exact address of the school where the 
volunteers will be accomodated. So we will have a meeting-point in Livorno, and this 
will be at. the Municipality-house, following address:

Comune di Livorno 
Piazza Civica 1

(Comune is the Italian word for Municipality). Once there go to the first floor 
and ask for Michela Cecconi (she works in the municipality). She will give you 
further information on how to reach the school. Her phone in the municipality 

is: 0586/820485.
From the train station take a bus (Line 1, or line 2 or Line 6 ) and get-off at 
the square "Piazza Grande" (ask the driver). Piazza Civica is a square very 
close to piazza Grande.
Before leaving your country, please, contact us, if you are in the position to 
do so, for having the right address of the school.

CONTACT PERSONS

If you have problems or if you need more information, please, contact the SCI 
national office in Roma: phone 06/7005367-700599*. The office is opne from Monday 
to Friday, from 9am until 5pm.

HOW TO GET THERE

1)By train: Coming from the North: if you are coming through the West Coast, your
train will probably have a stop in Livorno. If not, get-off at the 
Genova train station and from there take a train to Livorno.
If you are coming from the French border and are passing through Torino, 
take a train on the line Torino-Roma: usually they have a stop in Livorno 
Of course ask at the information office if your train has a stop in 
Livorno! If you are coming from the Austrian border go to the main train 
station of Milano (Milano Centrale). Then take a train to Genova and 
from Genova one to Livorno.
Coming from the South: Go to the main train station of Roma (Roma Termini) 
and from there take a train on the line Roma-Torino. Make sure your 
train has a stop in Livorno.

2)By car: From the North: take the highway on the western coast (A—21) and get the
gate to Livorno, then follow indications for the ring of the city.
From the South: Take the motorway going from Roma to Livorno (n° SS-1, 
Strada Statale "Aurelia"). Once in Livorno ask for Piazza Grande.

3)By Plane: You can go to Bologna or to Roma: both cities have International
airports. From the airport go to the train station and then follow 
indications under point 1 ).

HAVE A NICE JOURNEY AND SEE YOU IN LIVORNO.



Namibia.

Resok/tion N 435. an independence plan based on a UN-enforced cease fire, followed 
by U N-sucw vtsed elections and a new constitution. After SWAPO agreed to  the plan 
Sooth Afnca reversed its initial acceptance.
Despite the frequent resolutions o f the UN Security Council, condem ning  South Africa 
and demanckng wrthdrawaJ from  Namibia the South A fncans are sWl occupying  Nam i
bia today

The *eekm g of a solution to  the problem s in Namibia (to a llow  It to  becom e an inde
pendent nation), were more and more linked with the p roblem s in A ngola  This country

Brief po litica l h istory.

Namibia has been inhabited since prehisto ric tim es by various A frican peoples w ho in 
clude the San. Herero. O vam bo. the Nama and the Damara Society in m ost o f Nam i
bia was nom adic, based on hunting and gathering In the tar north , where cultivation 
as well as stockraism g was practised strong  m onarch ies had been form ed 
In 1884 the G erm ans procla im ed Namibia as their p ro tectorate , and in 1892 it became 
an official G erm an co lony w ith the nam e 'D eu tsch  Sod West A frika*. A lthough with the 
exception of Watvis Bay w hich the British had annexed for the Cape co lony in 1878. 
Dunng W orld  War I South Afnca w hich was fighting on the * id e  of the European Allies, 
defeated the G erm ans and occup ied  Namibia After the war Nam ibia like all the other 
form er G erman co lon ies, was pul under the  authority of the League of Nations In 1920 
the League granted South Africa the legal m andate to  adm inister Nam ibia The souve- 
re ignity was m the hands o f the Council o f the League of Nations.
For the mdigemous people this change of effective co lonizers d id not bring  any advant
age From 1920 onwards the South African governm ent in troduced  the first Apartheid 
laws W ith the ’ Native A dm inistration A ct" (1922) the black people  were forced  to  live 
in reserves (homelands). Advantages were granted to  British m ining firm s and white 
peasants The bulk of the fertile land was handed over to  white settlers 
After W orld W ar II the League of Nations was d isbanded and the  United Nations estab
lished Also the authority of the League of Nations was handed over to  the UN. South 
A fnca did not accept this In 1948 South Africa broke  all ties w ith the UN 
Pretoria went on to  in troduce the apartheid  system in Nam ibia The O dendaai report of 
'64 form ed the biuepnnt o f Apartheid m Namibia There were to  be established 11 
hom elands All were situated on the poorest agricultura l land w ith poor m ineral content 
As a reaction on  this report the UN fin ished the m andatory status of South A fnca over 
Nam ibia (1966) They established a UN-council tor Nam ibia but South A fnca did not 
recognize it O n the contrary, with the proclam ation o f the ‘ Native Nation Act* ('68) 
South Afnca form ed 7 hom elands m Namibia
The continued presence o f South A fnca in Namibia was ruled by the International Court 
of Justice to  be illegal ('71). The UN M em ber States were advised not to  undertake any 
action that would  mean a legitimation o f o r support for the South A frican occupation  of 
Namibia
South Africa continued  to  take initiatives to  establish a puppetgovem m ent in Namibia 
One of these initiatives was the Turnhaile conference This conference started on 1 
Septem ber ‘75. 11 e thn ic groups were represented but representatives o f political 
m ovem ents (like SWAPO) were not a llowed to  participate Independence had to  be set
tled on 31 Decem ber '78. this would  m ean a Namibia consisting  o f 11 e thnic groups 
form ing  together a confederation. SWAPO. the UN and the OAU (the O rganisation of 
African Unity) re jected these proposals They also had little o r no popular support 
For many different reasons (the failing o f the South African in tervention in Angola in 7 5 . 
the international p ro test, uphsals in South Africa. ) the  Turnhaile Conference p ropo 
sals have never been w orked  out In the same year the UN Security C ouncil adopted

11.

F igure  : D is tribu tion  of v iab le  fa rm lan d
average per farm ing household  (hectares)

gam ed independence in ‘75 after a long arm ed struggle against the Portugese co lon i
zers The MPLA. the successful liberation m ovem ent, was supported  by the USSR and 
Cuban troops A lso South Africa had intervened, in support o f UN IT A (a right w ing rebel 
force), but had to  w ithdraw  because of the lack o f western support.
South Afnca and the  US stated later that no solution could  be found  for Nam ibia as long 
as the Cuban troops were present in Angola (The so called 'linka ge *)
In '85 South Afnca installed a new ‘ interim  governm ent o f national unity*, w ithout even 
the pre tention of an election. This governm ent, like the previous ones, has no  popular 
support

Im p o rtan ce  of N am ib ia  for So uth  A frica.

The im portance o f Nam ibia for South Africa lies in the econom ic and  stra teg ic fields. 

Th e  e c o n o m ic  fie ld .

The agricultura l sector produces about 25% of Nam ib ia 's export Under the  ‘ Bantus- 
tan* system  25% of the population  is forced  to  settle perm anently on  less than 40%  of 
the poorest land m the 10 segregated hom elands The ‘ white* areas conta in  98% of 
the arable land About 50.000 b lacks w ork on white-ow ned farm s and ranches. These 
farm workers are am ong the most explo ited o f all paid  labourers The m ost im portant 
agricultura l export p ro du c l is karakul (sheepskins, used in the  fu r trade).

Another 25%  of Nam ib ia ’s export earnings are gained by fishery N am ib ia ’s coast *

M ap  : H om elan ds accord ing  to  tha  O d an d aa l P lan

6 B ushm anlan^
7 Hereroland
8 Rehoboth
9 Tsw analand

10 Nama land

| A frican  homelands 

m  Ar*as reserved for w hiles

reserves and other 
areas

1 Kaofcoland
2 Ovam bo
3 Kavango
4 East Caprivi
5 Oamaraiand
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1 A fricans 1.200 000 I '’9%)

2 Coloured 12U000 (8%)

J Wh.ie /6  000 i ^ r

one of the worm 's f i r h f i s h i n g  
y*ou»*ds la-' y- sca-e ^rpjc^a 
lio n  is im m en se ly  p ro fita b le  
‘ E c o lo g ic a l b a la n c e *  is n o t 
mentioned in the dictionary of 
the South Atncan contro led fish
ing corpora tions So overfishing 
has devastated Namibia's fish 
mg industry The total num ber of 
black em ployees in this industry 
has reduced  from  5 000 m ’76 to  
less than 500 in '80

Mmmo produces the other half 
of Na mibia's export earnings 
The ex irac lion  of uranium, dia 
m onds copper, tin  and lead is 
dom inated by 3 m ajo i corpora 
tions These are
Consolidated Diam ond Mines
with South Atncan capital. 
Rosslng Uranium Lid with B rit
ish capita l, and
T s u m eb  c o rp o ra t io n  w ith  
A m erican  and  S ou th  A frican  
capital
We do  not have to  mention that 
living and work ing  circum stan
ces for the labourers are ex 

tremely diHicu*1- The Namibian people never could  en|oy the richness o f their soil South 
African com panies have been mining and have exploited the country ever since the 
minerals were discovered The labour is su pp le d  by b*ack Namibians 
A lso under South African occupation the forced-labour system , which had been intro 
duced by the German colonial power, has continuously been applied The b lack w o r
kers were restricted to  this w orking p lace by pass and labour laws Usually their families 
had to be left m reserves, which one could leave only with a work seeker's pass 
As rt was the case m South Africa m igrant labour became com m on for the black p o p u 
lation m Nam*t>a It is evident that under this expioitat ve system a worker has no say 
over his wage rate, no  right to  give notice, no influence over the length o f the contract 
period, and sc  on
The export orientated econom y has extracted the wealth of Namibia for foreign inves 
t ty s  and has left the black population am ong the poorest in A lnca

The econom ic stranglehold over Namibia is an integral pan o f the South African strate 
gy tow ards the southern African reg ion A lso the econom y of the socalied ’ Frontline 
States* is dom inated on a large scale by South African com panies 
Through e con om c sanctions South Africa hopes to  force the FLS to  s top their suppon 
for the liberation movements SWAPO and ANC

4 S A l)i Troops 90.000 (6*b)

Figure : N a m ib ia ’s P opulation

Strategic Im portance

Bp^ore 7b South A fnca was surroun.ier1 by wes»te,r> o f •er -{a ted white m inority ruled na 
tions W ith the independence of the former Portugese co lon ies Angola and Mozam 
b ique m '75 and that o f Z im babwe in '80  only Namibia was left as a buffer area for 
South Africa The coun try  was surrounded now by leftist b lack m ajority governm ents 
An independent Nam ibia could  be the base for ANC attacks m South Africa An inde
pendent Nam ibia is consequently not in the interest of South Africa whose Apartheid 
system  could  be threatened greatly by these attacks
This is also the reason for the destabilisa tion attacks of South Africa in other countries 
in the reg ion But this is another chapter of the 'T o ta l S trategy* o f South A frica towards 
the southern  African reg ion Anyway the occupation  of Nam ibia is im ponant because 
from  there South Africa can launch a ttacks in the countries Angola and Zambia, two 
countries who have com m on  borders w ith Namibia but not with South A 'rica 
For the W est it is also im portant that the rich Namibian m ining industry does not fall in 
the hands of a leftist government

R esis tan ce.

The strugg le  for 
independence 

is bemg waged 
on tw o fronts 

The first is that 
of the people of 

Nam ibia th e m 
selves • striking 

pro testing  and 
o rgan iz ing  to 

overth row  white 
m inority d om ina 

tion The sec
ond is the 

international 
Struggle - with
the UN and its 

M em ber States 
engaged in 

d ip lom atic ac
tion against 

South Africa

S am  N u jom a, P res id en t of S W A P O

Tha national front.

The m ost Im portant liberation m ovem ent is SWAPO - South W est Africa Peoples O r
gan isation ft was form ed on April 19. 1960 During the  early 1960s SWAPO worked 
w ith in Nam ibia to  create a national m ovem ent cu tting across the ethnic lines It brought 
toge ther people from  different secto rs of the  population like workers, church  members, 
w om en, students....
In this penod h igh hopes were p laced on a case being heard by the International Court 
o f Justice But on July 18. 1966, the Court declared that it could  make no ruling at an 
This w as an im portant turn ing  point for SWAPO. there was no hope anym ore o f settling 
the  conflict in a peacefull way There was no alternative left but to  turn  to  armed 
strugg le  The first m ilitary encounter between SWAPO and the South African forces oc- 
cured on  August 26. 1966.
A longside the political m obilisation o f the  Namibian people, there were small scale 
guerrilla a ttacks The conflict intensified when Angola becam e independent. Namibia's 
neighbour to  the north  was no longer an ally of South A frica but a friend o f the Nam i
bian people. As a consequence SWAPO m oved its headquarters to  Luanda (Angola) 
SW APO's tactics continued to  be those of guerrilla war but com battants m oved in b ig 
ger g roups  and reached deep into Namibia, finding a high level o f support am ong the 
local population.

On the International front.

Despite the fact that the Security Council of the UN called several tim es on South Afri
ca to  w ithdraw  from  Namibia. South Africa kept its occupation  army in the country. In 
June 1971 the  International Court of Justice issued an advisory op in ion on Namibia, 
confirm ing  the illegality o f South African rule This was a great political victory for 
SWAPO because it destroyed for once and for all the legitim acy of the South African 
position and reaffirmed UN responsability for the territo ry
South A frica continued  to  defy UN authority in Nam ibia Therefore the Security C ouncil 
adopted  m '76 Resolution 385 which dem anded a South African w ithdrawal and elec
tions for a constituent assem bly under UN supervision and contro l 
Further initiatives were taken by the 'Contact G roup '. This C.G was m ade up of Britain. 
France. US. Canada, and West G ermany Their purpose  was to  mediate in negotiations 
fo r the im plem entation o f the UN resolutions on Namibia
By 1978 the  five had drawn up a plan for Nam ibian independence w hich was accepted 
by both  SWAPO and South Africa The plan became em bodied in Security C ouncil Res
o lution  435. It p rovided for e lections run by the South A frican appointed Adm inistrator 
General The elections would  be m onrtored by a Special Representative of the UN Sec
retary General There would  be also a UN m ilitary force that would  m onitor a cease fire 
betw een the  parties
Until now  Resolution 435 has not yet been Im plem ented South Africa raised one ob 
jection  8fter the o ther The latest objection South Africa m ade was the presence of 
C uban tro op s  in A ngola  In fact the question of the presence o< the Cuban troops n  An
gola  has noth ing to  do  wtth the problem s In Namibia. The Cubans are n  Angola at the 
request o f the Angolan government, the South A fricans are In Nam ibia w ith an occupa
tion  arm y and  m ake Namibia the last white colony In A frica (W estern Sahara is often 
regarded  as a co lony o f M arocco )
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BASTA COW LE DISCRIMIMA2I0WI 
COMTRO GLI OBIETTORI Dl COSCIENZA 
ED IL SERVIZIO CIVILE ALTERNATIVO

UN SERVIZIO AL PAESE

E quello che ogni Qiorno rmglia.a d. obiettori d< coscienza preslano svolgendo a ttiv ita  di assistenza e soiidarie ta  sociale. 
di d 'fesa d e l’ am biente e p'otezione civile, d; educanone alia pace

UNA SCELTA CORAGGIOSA E CIVILE

E Que.'la d> rr.igiiaia d- ob'e tto ri d-‘ coscienza che hanno optato  per il servizio civile a lte rna tive  al servizio  di leva, p i j  
iungo di 6 me$' de servizio m ilitate, patendo discnm inaziom  e persecuzioni am m im strative e burocratiche

MODERNO E UTILE

E un servizio civile a lternative che svo'ge a tiiv ita  di so iidarie ta  sociale, d d 'fesa an-.bientale. p e r la pace d fronte ad un 
serv.zio m ilitare sem pre piu inutile, antiquato, dannoso, costosc, percepito  da> giovani so lo  com e una pera ita  di tempo

E ORA DI UNA NUOVA LEGGE PER L’OBIEZIONE DI 
COSCIENZA ED IL SERVIZIO CIVILE ALTERNATIVO
che:

-  riconosca I’obiezione di coscienza come un diritto

-  renda I’opzione per il servizio civile alternativo, una scelta semplice, non soggetta 
a complicazioni burocratiche e a conseguenze amministrative

-  equipari la durata del servizio civile al servizio di leva

-  escluda i militari ed il Ministero della Difesa dalla gestione del servizio civile

-  preveda la possibility di svolgere il servizio civile nei paesi del Terzo Mondo e 
della Comunita Europea

Per sottolineare, all’opinione pubblica e alle forze politiche, I'urgenza di una nuova legge 
sull’obiezione di coscienza ed il servizio civile 200 giovani volontari, pacifisti, obiettori di 

'coscienza del Servizio Civile Internazionale iniziano il 1' marzo un digiuno a stafletta che 
durera lino al 31 marzo. II 21 marzo obiettori di coscienza di diversi paesi europei effet- 
tueranno un digiuno di soiidarieta con gli obiettori di coscienza i tali an i.
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II S.C.I. e un’organizzazione non governativa di volontariato, fondata nei 1920, impegnata sui temi della pace, dell’obiezione di coscienza, 
della cooperazione internazionale, della tutela dell’ambiente, della soiidarieta sociale. IE membro del CCIVS (Coordinating Committee for In
ternationa! Voluntary Service), del Forum della Gioventu della Comunita Europea ed ha proprie branche nazionali in tutti 1 continenti.



Per la legge

«Obiezione, 
un diritto»: 
scioperi 
della fame
Roma. (AMM)Dal primo 
marzo ben 210 volontari e 
obiettori di coscienza degli 
enti di servizio civile attuano 
uno sciopero della fame “a 
staffetta" (ma alcuni anche 
ad oltranza) per sollecitare la 
rapida approvazione della ri- 
forma dell'obiezione di co
scienza. Cosi, rnentre la Com- 
missione difesa della Camera 
e ancora bloccata al quarto 
articolo della riforma. sono 
gli organismi di volontariato 
a tenere alta l'attenzione per 
il varo di una "buona legge".

A scendere in campo ieri, 
comunicando tra l'altro l'ini- 
ziativa dello sciopero della fa
me, e stato il " Servizio civile 
intemazionale" organismo 
laico presente in molte citta 
italiane. E ancora una volta 
le richieste sono state quelle 
ormai piu volte avanzate dal 
mondo dell'obiezione: l'obie- 
zione di coscienza, come ha 
spiegato il segretario nazio- 
nale dell'organizzazione Giu- 
lio Marcon, «deve essere un 
diritto, percio la scelta del 
servizio civile altemativo de- 
ve essere semplice, non sog- 
getta cioe a conseguenze am- 
ministrative e complicazioni 
burocratiche» e inoltre deve 
avere la stessa durata del ser
vizio militare ed il ministero 
della difesa deve essere esclu- 
so dalla sua gestione.

La necessita di una costan- 
te pressione nei confronti del 
Parlamento e stata conferma 
ta dall'intervento del parla- 
mentare della Sinistra indi- 
pendente Raniero La Valle 
che ha illustrato l’andamento 
del dibattito in Commisssio 
ne. Proprio l'ultimo articolo 
approvato, il quarto, va in 
senso contrario a quanto ri- 
chiesto da obiettori ed enti. 
Infatti si da all'obiettore la 
possibility di indicare nella 
domanda solo il settore in cui 
preferirebbe essere impiega- 
to e non piu. come sembrava 
ormai definitivamente accet- 
tato, anche l'ente e il luogo. 
Un problema non secondario 
come ben spiegano i dati piu 
recenti: dei 5600 obiettori del 
\988. il 75 e riuscito, grazie ad 
Una prassi consolidata, ad 
operare nell'ente prescelto e 
per il quale spesso ha seguito 
un corco di preparezione.
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Digiuno 
a staffetta

«Siamo un gruppo di 200 
obiettori di coscicnza, volon- 
tari, pacifist! del S erviz io  C i- 
vile Intcmazionalc; di altri 
enti di servizio c iv il^ d i Va- 
ri coordinamenti di ofciuflrL 
di coscienza. Dal 1 /n a r z o  
abbiamo iniziato un aigiuno 
a stafTetta, in 52 diverse citta, 
per sollecilare una maggiore 
attenzione dell’opinione 
pubblica e delle forze sociali 
* Poliliche sul problema del- 
I obiczione di coscienza a) 
servizio militare.

II 2J marzo obiettori di co
scienza di diversi paesi euro- 
pei efFettueranno un digiuno 
simbolico per manifestare la 
solidarieta con le nostre ri- 
chieste e con il nostro impe- 
gno per ottenere una nuova 
legge sull’obiezione di co 
scienza.

La nostra iniziativa inten- 
de sottolineare I’urgenza del-
I approvazione di una nuova 
legge sull’obiezione di co
scienza che raceolga le richie- •

sic piu important* degli o- 
biettori di coscienza e degli 
enti di servizio civile: il rico- 
noscimento del diritto all’o- 

-biezione di coscienza, I’equi- 
parazione della durata tra 
servizio civile e militare, I’e- 
sclusione dei militari dalla 
gestione del servizio civile.

Facciamo appello alle for- 
politiche e parlamentari 

afTincM la nuova regolamen- 
lazionc legislativa sull'obie- 
zione di coscienza venga va- 
rata nel piu breve tempo pos
sible, superando la grave si- ' 
tuazione di disagio esistente 
lra gli obiettori di coscienza e 
gli enti di servizio civile che 
vedono mortificati ed impo- 
veriti -  con la presente legge 
e I’altualc gestione del Mini- 
stero della Difesa -  i principi 
e le ragioni della scelta del- 
I obiezione di coscienza e del 
servizio civile*.

Giulio Marcon e gli altri 199
Roma

f r o n S  aI pe" °  ai nostri P^lamcmari percht af-
f, . sedl ?da,,e un argomcnto cosi essenzialc no

/ ha'!a,gha P" 1 d,ntti congeniale alle tradV ziom hbcrtanc del nostro Partito \ 
----------------------------------- V < ■
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Manifestazione, con digiuno, a ponte TalveraL’obiezione di coscienza deve essere un «diritto»

II «banchetto» allestito dagli obiettori a ponte Talve.ra

di A N D R E A  C H IE R E G H IN

Da ieri e per tutta la giorna- 
ta odierna presso il ponte Tal
vera e presente un presidio di 
obiettori di coscienza che ma- 
nifestano, digiunando in mo- 
do simbolico, contro la legge 
attualmente in vigore, la n 

; 772, che regola l'obiezione di 
coscienza. Con questa azione 
chiedono un sollecito rinnovo 
della 772 ed intendono sottoli- 
neare Talto valore civico e 
morale della scelta dell'obie- 
zione di coscienza noriche 
1'importanza del servizio civile 
quale occasione per 1’afferma- 
zione e la diffusione di una ve- 
ra cultura di pace basata sui 
principi della giustizia e della 
non violenza. Egon Kelderer 
obiettore presso il Vke di Bol
zano ci ricorda quali doyreb- 
bero essere i punti fondamen-

tali di una nuova legge: «D i- 
ritto all’obiezione di coscienza 
che non pud piu essere un be- 
neficio concesso dalla com - 
missione giudicatrice e che de
ve, quindi essere abolita. So- 
prattutto poi la durata del ser
vizio civile deve essere equipa- 
rata a quella del servizio di le
va. Ci siamo accorti poi che 
molto spesso i giovani non si 
accostano al servizio civile per 
mancanza di informazioni; 
per questo motivo si chiede 
anche una adeguata pubbli- 
cizzazione della legge sul- 
I’obiezione di coscienza, ed in 
particolare l’obbligo per di- 
stretti militari e degli enti lo- 
cali di informare tutti i chia- 
mati alia visita di leva delle 
possibility e modalita di prati- 
care l’obiezione di coscienza».

Tra le associazioni partico- 
larmente attive e sensibili alle 
problematiche degli obbietto-

(foto Alberti)

ri sono in prima linea, senza 
ombra di dubbio Vke e Jugen- 
dring. Herlinde Goller e uno 
degli operatori dello Jugen- 
dring: «Siamo un'organizza- 
zione molto grande che rag- 
gruppa altre associazioni. Sia
mo l’ente che probabilmente e 
convenzionato per il numero 
maggiore di obbiettori, ben 
15. Ci sembra logico, quindi. 
occuparci delle loro proble
matiche. Inutile sottolineare 
Tinadeguatezza della 772 che 
speriamo sia abolita al piu 
presto e sostituita con qualco- 
sa di piu valido e meno pena- 
lizzante per gli obbiettori».

L ’iniziativa di questi due 
giorni avra, inoltre uno stra- 
scico europeo; il 21 marzo. in- 
fatti, gli obiettori e volontari 
del servizio civile internazio- 
nale effettueranno un digiuno 
simbolico di solidarieta con 
gli obiettori italiani.
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Gli obiettori 
chiedono
Egregio Direttore.

da molti anm gli elettori di coscienza e gli enti di servizio ci 
vile chiedono lapprovazione di una nuova legge sull’obiezio 
ne di coscienza che preveda il nconosctmento dell'obiezione 
di coscienza come un diritto, l'equiparazione della durata del 
servizio civile con quellu militare. 1'esclusione dei militari dal 
la gestione del servizio civile

Infatti le carenze della vecchia legge n 772 del 1972 e la ge 
stionc militare del servizio civile hanno determinate, in questi 
anm. la dequalificazione e la difficolta dell'espenenza del ser 
vizio civile nt'l nostro pause, provocando una situazione di va 
sto disagio tra gli obiettori di coscienza e gli enti di servizio ci
vile . , ..

Chieduuno. percio. al Parlamento italiano di accelerare 11 
ter per l approvazione di una nuova legge sull'obiezione di co 
scienza che tenga conto delle nchieste formulate dal movi 
niento dcgli obiettori di coscienza e dagli enti di servizio civile, 
una legge che salvaguardi il valore etico della scelta dell'obie 
zione di coscienza e I'utilita del servizio civile 

Chiedtamo altresi. come associazioni ed organismi interna 
zionali presenti in diversi paesi europei ed extraeuropei, che 
la nuova legge sull'obiezione di coscienza preveda la possibili 
ta j)er gli obietlon di coscienza italiani, di svolgere il servizio 
civile all'estero. non solo per le attivita di cooperazione alio 
sviluppo. nut anche nei paesi della Comunita Europea, trami 
te enti convenziotiiiti operanti all'estero o perche sedi italiane 
di organism! mternazionali

II processo di umficazione europea. che in materia econo 
mica e i innnierciale avra come tappa fondamentale il 1992. 
non puo non riguardare anche il servizio civile e 1'obiezione 
di coscienza La solidarieta. i diritti umani. la pace, la difesa 
(teU'anthicnic. tenii sui quali si svolgono le attivita di servizio 
civile • non |«>vsono essere confinate in un ambito puramente 
nazmfialc. necessllatido dl soluziom complessive e di un impe 
gno <fiTid;;le a livello europeo ed internazionale ^

Cordiali salllti
Servizio Civile Internazionale, World Wildlife Fund. Green 

pc;u?7Tax Christi Movimento Cristiano per la Pace. Amici 
della Terra. Movimento Internazionale della Riconciliazione^ 
Afsai. Krai.Ill riellTomo. Intercultiira

A m ic i
azionejn



MILANO Roma, Torino, Padova, 
Modena: queste sono 

k s h i m m i  alcune delle trentacin- 
que citta italiane nelle quali durante il 
mese di marzo si svolger^ un digiuno a 
staffetta di trecento volontari, obiettori di 
coscienza e pacifisti.

La manifestazione, organizzata dal 
Servizio Civile Internazionale (un'as- 
sociazione che fa parte dell'Unesco e del 
Consiglio d'Europa), intende richiama- 
re I'attenzione dell'opinione pubblica 
sulla necessita di una profonda modifi- 
ca della legge 772 sull'obiezione di co 
scienza.

Inoltre il 21 m arzo gli obiettori di co 
scienza di tutt'Europa digiuneranno per 
esprimere soiidarieta agli obiettori italia- 
ni. (s.n.)

il manifesto

/sabato 18 marzo 1989

UN DIGIUNO 
A STAFFETTA
Siamo un gruppo di 200 obietto
ri di coscienza, volontari, paci
fisti del Servizio civile interna
zionale, di altri enti di servizio 
civile e di vari coordinamenti 
di obiettori di coscienza. Dal

: primo marzo abbiamo iniziato 
un digiuno a staffetta, in 52 di- 

. verse citta, per sollecitare una
/  *- - ,, •

maggiore attenzione dell’opi- 
nione pubblica e delle forze so- 
ciali e politiche sul problema 
dell’obiezione di coscienza al 
servizio militare.

II 21 marzo obiettori di co
scienza di diversi paesi euro- 
pei effettueranno un digiuno 
simbolico per manifestare la 
soiidarieta con le nostre ri- 
chieste e con il nostro impegno 
per ottenere una nuova legge 
sull’obiezione di coscienza. La 
nostra iniziativa intende sotto
lineare l'urgenza dell’appro- 
vazione di una nuova legge sul- 
l ’obiezione di coscienza che 
raccolta le richieste piu im- 
portanti degli obiettori di co
scienza e degli enti di smervi- 
zio civile: il riconoscimento 
del diritto all’obiezione di co
scienza che raccolga le richie
ste piu importanti degli obiet
tori di coscienza: il riconosci 
mento del diritto all’obiezione 
di coscienza, l ’equiparazione 
della durata tra servizio civile 
e militare, l ’esclusione dei mi- 
litari dalla gestione del sen'i- 
zio civile.

Facciamo appello alle forze 
politiche e parlamentari affin- 
ch£ la nuova regolamentazio- 
ne legislativa sull'obiezione di 
coscienza venga varata nei piu 
breve tempo possibile, supe- 
rando la grave situazione di di
sagio esistente tra gli obiettori 
di coscienza e gli enti di servi
zio civile che vedono mortifi- 
cati ed impoveriti -  con la 
presente legge e l'attuale ge
stione del ministero della dife- 
sa — i principi e le ragioni del
la scelta dell'obiezione di co
scienza e del servizio civile.

Servizio civile internaziona
le

. Roma
"i»Vv. . V-.



RAIDUE

Intervista sulla campagna del S.C.I. durante la trasmissione 

Radiodue 3131,10/2/1989-Intervento di Giulio Marcon

Circuito di 98 radio private in tutt'Italia

13 marzo,radiogiornale delle 17.15: 

intervista sulla campagna del S.C.I.: 

intervcento di Giulio Marcon

l
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