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ThlB* 1* considered very neces'-qry in view of the fact that there 1a sn 

uftra-;aationallstie e W .e n t  In Conpreas which uses African at*ortal1 sm to 

»«t  sever* relations end co-oner ntlon with o*her groups.

Resolutions nd directives t W  w ill  emerre- from conference *re 

therefore expected to be on these issues; < i

There will alo
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On the whole the new draft  C onstitution  w i l l  be accepted but there w il l  

l>« i n i  controvery on two clauseB^rfxicfcax
• ^

One is  the ’■•embershio adcnmey clause which doe? not confine  m^mber^hip 

to Africans  only . Although this is not a new c lause  In  the G o tT "M  tution , 

in fact  this  clause is as old as Conpress I t s e l f ,  an argument 1s be^np 

advanced that the now there is  a need to Insert  a colour-b*r - that

only Africans cnn be become m m b o r s .

I t  is  further arrued that Conpresr tod?v has become an a t+ro..e tion *o 

all sections of  the community rnd that there is a preet temptation a^on^ 

other prouos to loin Contra'-?. I t  i s ,  however, evident that the ■ *« * * * « fcxfcx

pverwhelmlnp major! ty of the d e l a t e s  at c o ^ r e n e e  will r e je c t  *h«

colour-bar c lause .

The other is under the A uxiliary  B o dies , women's , e a « i e  pnd ^he Youth 

League. The d raft  Constitution  doe? not onlv recopnise the ax 1 r ^ n c e  of 

the orpan? in  Conpress but piv^s them o’-canispti ^nal autonomy. 1’hP7 -ust 

have their  own '•onstltuon a- well * "  the ir  ^wn cerds . 1de~ belnp to

broaden their orpanfsations  to i ’tnrac include  non-"on^re®>> member®. This 

1 p resisted  by *he m ajority  -•fbpr- in ell o r o v ln r *? ,  ev#»n '•’omen °nd  «ome 

of  the Youth teae-uer? arp not in favour o**’ * * * *  d ™  »w «n t .  very f*v

in  both proups. Tt. 1 ® ?lmo«t certain  that de®o*t» t f i - h t  the Youth 

^.eague lead ersh ip  will  «tar# for orr->n’ *«tl '■uisl autonomy, this clause 

w ill  be amended.

The main discussion  of the conference wJLH n ^ t u r a ^ y  centra around p 

campaigns against  the ^ass lave , group Areas which will include other 

removal schemes, *nd the r e str ic t io n s  lmno?.pd on the tr*de union  movement.

The Urban Areas Act which debars Africans from trading  In Non-African 

areas whiah has resulted  in  c h V i n g  business  nnd p ro fess io n al  men from
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* , havp quoted -the cnse of the young
H»nT branches In their r^po «

„  n  „ 5 „ ku0 A ssistant  S . c r e t s r y - I' . n . r a l  of the k ‘  '  '
► Adrocate « r  TXanft , o f f ic e s  In the .

4 - 4 Affair- Department  to fina o m o  
h*e been told by the native Affa  ,

' u .  v V T.Mbobo and Pr n .H .

A f r l o . n  — •  -  —  "  ^  f e y  t h .  c l t y  W U

' h o t h  o f  K a s t  i o n , o n  w h o  h a „  —  f o r e .  ,  .

. thelr Oflr.es and consulting rooa,s In th. loo
to go and open <n the Northern

i the Kamahlola tribe  in xne
In  the rural are^s , thb

In KirKwood and -ahkey In th. fc .t .rn  Bap. who 
Trsnsv.al, the neopl« In M H n »  Confer,nca to

M l  u p r o o t e d  a n d  o r o e e c u t e d  - m

steps to fi?ht apalnst all f t .« .  of ra-aovala. 
poaltv. *teps ai.euarlon la tha Freedom 

Another m.ttsr whleh will com. up ~ - prll

*  ^  a t  t h a  r l a n d o  s p . o l a l  c o n f - r » n c e  I n  p r l  

^artar wh,ch was , d o p t » d  t ,  ^  ^  that

" 7 ^ 7 ,  vear A c o n t r o v e r s y  mlrht tax  a n

°  ' I tate s  further  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of Conrrea? p o l .c y

Freedom Charter n.sosslt of 19'.9. 

„  refi.ctad In the "African Claims" -nd the from

The "A fr ic an  C la im *" demand that. Congrea- h* " V U 'H  ”

councils of .t a t .,  ..... ............... ana PraaenU, —
, _ j 0 f tt a t i OT1 OX H 1

oo +bP Freedom Ch»rt**r dermnds the cr
E u r o o ^ n a  whereas t e ,

_  nf the « a „ ^ r itv  of the reople .

democratic society b n - i  - t ^  ^  which w ill

In  the 10*-? f r o r r ^ e  of c -n,

„  The f i r s t  la t h .  n n U O T . h M t a . t t -  boroott 

require aluold« . , „ „ „ e In Conrrass

m. „  Wo. . Iw « y «  been « 1 a
question . M .  matter ha. ^

■ c o n f e r e n c e ,  a l n c e  1 * 9 .  « "

^  - «-  -«• - r r i r - —
The -econd is* A frlcpn  ^ a t lo n

tVip prepl ae meaning
v l U  a d v o c a t e  for  a *  a d e q u - t e  e * p l * n a t , o n  a -  to t h e  

o f  A f r i c a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  a "  u n d e r s t o o d  h T  C o n p r a s s .  _
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With th* annual . n f e r e n e .  o f t h .  A frican  » « M 6 n n l  C»nfrees t * l " B  P l “ « 

in  Queens town ^on December I S  1«  «n4  1 7 ,  the r .n k  nd f i l e  o f  the Conpress

membership and the m? s ?es o f  the Afrl can 'peo p le  are waiting  anxiously to

# »I „ i A1. .  4 q f V i o  f f i M  np tH® Af r1 cn.Ti
get *fc«x**fnc guidance on the various issues  t n .r  * v

people today.

Thl? w ill  be th«* r<*eon<? oetlonal ronf»r^nc«  o f  t*e A .N .C .  to t«,ke nl ice 

in  this Nort K-stern Crne town*. The f i r s t  was Ip n*n«~her 105? .  It  wss at 

th1 s conference th*t  ^ s m 1-our,ly resolved to s n « m w  n. C ^ g r ^ s  t*e 

People. And It  In the tnsk o f  this v e ^ r '«  Conf»*r»"f<* to ndont « method that 

w i l l  popularise  tv, F ree  «  h ar+*r  vhlcfl w«* H o r > H  nt r  Gonrress of t*e

people In Jure

Ther** 1 -, however, lear erc< t-rnent about t ’ ? vet it

9bvlous that n^ mora thin 200 r*eoole w~rp *.** *~tei



v * *  the UUth annual national conference o f  the Afr1 can *»t1onal Congress 

‘•taking p iece  In  Queenstown on December I S ,  16 and 17 ,  the rank anfl f i le  

*

membership of Congress as v e il  as the rnns'-es of the African  people are 

w ait in g  anxiously  for th«* results  of this conference , p art ic u la r ly  on 

matters that a f i^ c t  t^em most, the p a a *  laws, the ^roup iit,o|3p Act, <»nd the 

removal schemes, Ahese m ^°»ures  nf ,> c t  t.he entire  Arr 1cpn -po^ni <ition In the 

urban aa well as In  the rural a^erss.

The last  conference held In Queenstown 1n December, l ° t'5  unanimously 

resolved to sponsor the Congress of  the 1 ennle . And t-^en conference ’neets 

' this year , It  w ill  be c^l^ed upon to ndont b method of ponul *1*1 «1nr the 

Fredom Charter which was «dor>ted the Conores* of t^e people .

Ther® is ", esr< e ^ ^ t ^ e n t  about. t-M s c^n^erenre ve* " " r n r t *  rf'^rhlnp 

the the headquarter.® n f  Oonrresr 1n Johan -esburg I w t  * h w  *v>9t hr-nc^e*» 

throughout the country ore making errange^ent? to get to t-he conference.

The opinion of the most le«f^n<“ ~.f>^ber'? of + w>e AfT**r«n J!*, t..l,nn«l Congress 

is thst in sp ite  of the apparent lock o^ excitement lot of* wr>rk la being 

, done bv '-'ongress. t^** r>r°®ent Tesder?h1n



M t t r t h *  UKth Annual national o o n f .r .n e .- o f  the-A*?tcan " e t l o n . l  Congress 

s S n g  p ic e  in  Queen®town on December 1 5 ,  16 ~ d  1 7 ,  the r«,nk and « 1 .  

m . W a h l p  of  Congress a .  w . l l  a .  the - «  of  the A frican  peonle  are 

w a it in g  anxiously  for  the outcome of  this  conference p s r t l c u U r l y  on the 

p . . .  U w s ,  Croup Areas Act and removal sche-es. For these 

measures a f f . e t  the A frican  people smst both In  the nrban  and rur-1 are-s.

___  , ___ t „ T. 4TiK it iT in < Tt f t t * tMT edur.^ tlpnal *nd •p lt a t lo n a l
Following  the M K j a i j a x t w x * ® * ® * ™  * « «

o - p a lg n  of the A frican  N a t io n ,1 Congress on t h i x x t ™ ™ * *  these Issues 

in  the course of this  y e . r ,  I t  la . e x p e c t . ,  that m il it a n t  notion w ill  b e  U « .  

The le s t  conference held In  Queenstown in  nece™ber, l a s * ,  unanl-ons-ly 

‘ « « „ * *  resolved to sponsor the C o n f e s s  o f  the fe o n le .  And wh=n conference 

meets this  time I t  w i l l  c- V- d uoon to C o o t  .  method o f  n o t a r i s i n g  the

f r e e d o m -Charter w h i c h  was adopted at the c o n g es-  o f  the t’eon’.e .

There appears to be less  e x c l t J e n t  about this  conference but reports 

reaching  headquarters of Congress from b s r .n c h M  thronrhout the ciuntry  

show that Are maV1 np ar-engemimts to ret  to * , . * „ , t « w n .  The opinion of  the 

leading  .amber- of the A f r l c n  National C n g r . . -  Is t h n t ,In s p it e  of this , 

appar-nt lack of cxcttement lo t  of  uorV ' s  '"In'-  ->on» tv r» "  re
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W i t h • t h .  bU«h annual natio n s !  c o n f .r a n c *  of t h .  A frican  National C o n g r . . .  

tak lng ’ p l a c .  In Q u .a n .t o v n  on Dacwnb.r 1 5 »1^  0n<i 1 ? ,  the r  nk n<J 

membership of C o n g r . . .  «  v , U  . .  t h .  . . . . . .  o f  t h .  A frican  p . o p l .  • «

awaiting w ith  m e a t  anxiety *b e outcome of this conference .

Coming before the conference are f iv e  verv 1moort«nt 1t- *» , t o x i m x  

f c O T * x * k « r t e « » x A M « x * * f c * x  Droft consti tutlon , m u lti

r a c ia l  conference , Pass ^ w » ,  Group Areas *c t  **A the question  of the

Trade Union movement.

Inaplte  of  these ircport^nt Is- ues , ther* to be less  excitement

about th lp conference
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With t h / W i t h  annual national  conference of the A frican  National Congress
P . * - r » # > ' .

taking place In  Queenstown next week,- December 15» 16 anrt 17, and

f i l e  membership of Congress es w ell  as the masses o f  the A frican  people are

awaiting  w ith  preat anxiety the outcome of this  conference . i'or the
I •

Queenstown is associated  w ith  h igh  p o l i t ic a l  *»nd m i M t ^ n t  d ec is io n s .

The l a s t  conference held in  Queenstown in O ^ c ^ b e r ,  1 Q ^ 3 , unanimoulsy 

resolved to sponsor the Congress of the t’e^ple and k k  also called  u^on  

the African  people to embark on_an economic bovcott which wns v r y  suocessfu
N — •- ’ « • *

in  the Eastern  Cape.

Coining before this conference are  five  v**"v Impor*-*® t ia s u e s ,  the 

new draft  C onstitution , M ulti- racial  conference , the ‘'a**? Laws, the ” oup 

Areas Act and the question  of  the trade union  m o v ^ ^ n t .

Inspite  of these isrues there setms to be less excitement «hout the 

conference k*txlfc«T*«K«Mn^x«WHpc*asxr'x«iiikitjeKxsxyxtta*t''F*i*enetJ!TreTflrtiiii* but 

reports reaching  the he*dnuart.ers of Congress 1n Joh-’n-e^burF show that 

branches throuphout the country are -aV1nr arranre^ents  to to the ,

conference . T^e on1n<on nf -re-her- Is that one r « - ^ n  '‘or

the apparent lack o f  e r . H t ^ n t  1« t.b» f-ct t-h«t the nre-ent l»-d“ r-hlr is 

becoming mature despite  the d i f f i c u 1 t1e» n a d w c o n d i t i o n ?  un^«r 

which they work due to th® hangings »nd nt^e** r®?tr< et1 on-t** ♦ v,-**e b®**n

imposed on the more -"^tur^d ^e^d^ra , (

D e ler0 tes to * he last  two conference* H«we be»n ?er1eus”>y c r it ic is e d  

by the leadership  for t e in r  too emotional both In their  4 e H b e r r t 1 o n s  nn<3 

resolu tio n s . More e m p h a s ^  has be«n la id  on more concrete and aystenatlsed

work in  c reatin g  e f ^ ^ c ie n t  u n its  tc carry out the struggle 

more than in  a p i^a tlo n .
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