
{ " >

Your clippings were not only irisfleriedfedddads 
of interest, but also of use. I had just discovered a 
young woman, returned to aBSDSJD&D Astoria sfiefisd after 
years in England and some more uears in South Africa—
Port Elizabrth— who claims to have been thrown out for 
saying the wrong t h i n g s ... I called her and asked if she 
would like to read the i clips. We met and exchanged 
books, pamphlets, etc. and sniffed each other out. She's 
really astonishing. Once a cheer-leader— a pom=pon tossing 
teen-age cea u t y — in AstubS^ta High, she is now the sort of 
difficult to handle radical on South Africa — and through 
that on all political/economic power struggles— that 
I left behind me in Chicago and Los Ang&les.

I really want to tell you aout her, but I can't 
stand the way I type. There's a new, "wonder=working" 
machine in pcking boxes in my sefljds stucfly. If Ray Merritt 
(my electronically literate neightbor) and I get it up and 
running tdgdBds tonight, Maybe I'll finish this letter 
some day soon. Not if the worH of being mayor has made 
too big a b a c k l o a d ..... The horrors of being an addict!

Love to you bot>>



O c t o b e r  17, 1 9 8 7

Y o u r  n o t e  w i t h  t h e  h o r r o r  c l i p s  c a m e  j u s t  w h e n  1 w a s  g e t t i n g
p r e p a r e d  to s t a r t  t h e  l e t t e r  I’ve  h a d  in m y  m i n d  to w r i t e  f o r ---

w e l l ,  s i n c e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  a l e t t e r  f r o m  y o u  (in J u n e ! )  t h a t  

s t a r t s  w i t h  t h e  s e n t e n c e :  ”1 h a v e  b e e n  w a n t i n g  to w r i t e  t h i s  
l e t t e r  f o r  s o m e  t i m e . . . "

N o w  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s  to s a y  t h a t  I’m d i s c i p l i n i n g  
m y s e l f  to r e s p o n d  to t h a t  t i m e  b e f o r e  1 c a t c h  u p  to t h i s  one. 1 
r e a d  T h e  E s s e n t i a  1 G e s t u r e  a n d  s h a r e d  i t - - w i t h o u t  a r o u s i n g  t h e  

e n t h u s i a s m  I felt. N a d i n e  G ’s s t y l e  is a b i t  t u r g i d  fo r  ray 

y o u n g e r  f r i e n d s ,  w h o  d o n ’t l i k e  to a d m i t  t h a t  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  of 
t h e  s y n t a x  p u t s  t h e m  off a n d  p r e f e r  to b l a m e  t h e i r  l u k e - w a r m  
r e a c t i o n  o n  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  L i k e  you, I a d m i r e  G o r d i m e r - - b u t  n o t  
as a n  e s s a y i s t .  ( S h e  d o e s n ’t w e a v e  s e n t e n c e s  i n t o  S p a n i s h  
b o w l i n e s  w h e n  s h e  w r i t e s  f i c t i o n .  I w o n d e r  w h y  s h e  d o e s  w h e n  

s h e ’s w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  " t h o u g h t . ”-) B u t  as a p e r s o n  s h e ’s a b e a c o n  
of hop e .  I’ll r e a d  A G u e s t  of H o n o r  if I c a n  g e t  h o l d  of it 
here. T h e  o t h e r  o n e - - A  S p o r t  of N a t u r e - - h a s  b e e n  m u c h  r e v i e w e d ,  

so I’m s u r e  i t ’s a t  o u r  A s t o r  L i b r a r y ,  b u t  I h a d n ’t h e a r d  of th e  
G u e s t ,  so m a y b e  i t ’s n o t  y e t  p u b l i s h e d  o n  t h i s  side.

A G  I N G - - Q s t e o p o r o s i s  vs a r t h r i t i s  is t h e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  me. 1 s e e m  
to h a v e  s t a v e d  o f f  t h e  g e n e t i c  t h r e a t  of t h e  f o r m e r ,  o n l y  t o  p a y  
f o r  it w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  n e a r l y  a s  bad. T h e  o t h e r  d a y  I f e l l - - ( I ’ve 

t a k e n  to f a l l i n g  q u i t e  a lot l a t e l y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  b e c a u s e  I’m 
a l w a y s  r u n n i n g  a n d  n o t  a s  a g i l e  a s  1 w a s  w h e n  I f o r m e d  t h e  h a b i t )  
- - a n d  c a u g h t  m y s e l f  w i t h  o n e  w r i s t .  It w a s  x - r a y e d ,  a n d  th e  

r e p o r t  c a m e  b a c k :  " T h e r e ’s so m u c h  a r t h r i t i s  i t ’s h a r d  to s a y  
w h e t h e r  t h e r e  is or i s n ’t a f r a c t u r e . "  I n o w  w e a r  a n  a t h l e t i c
b a n d a g e  w h i c h  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  m y  w r i s t  w a t c h ...... I r e p o r t  all

t h i s  o n l y  to e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to f i g h t  th e  o a s t e o p o r o s i s . T h a t  s a m e  
d o w n - p u t t i n g  r e p o r t  s a i d  t h e  b o n e s  in t h e  a r e a  l o o k e d  " q u i t e  

d e n s e . "  S o  all m y  y e a r ’s of p r o p h y l a x i s  a r e  w o r t h  s o m e t h i n g .

J o s e p h  is n o  l o n g e r  a p r o g r a m  d i r e c t o r .  (It d i d n ’t p a y  e v e n  his 

i d e a  of a  l i v i n g ,  a n d  it t o o k  a s  m u c h  t i m e  a s  a " r e a l "  j o b . )  He 
h a s  g o n e  b a c k  to c o l l e g e  to g e t  a n u r s i n g  d e g r e e .  T h i s  is n o t  as 

b i z a r r e  a s  it s o u n d s .  F o r  o n e  t h i n g ,  h i s  n e w  love is a n u r s e  
p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  a n d  he ha s  o b s e r v e d  h o w  f e w  h o u r s  s h e  w o r k s  a n d  
w h a t  s h e  e a r n s .  ( A l s o  s h e  is s t a n d i n g  b y  to e n c o u r a g e  h i m  w h e n  
t h e  s c h o o l  r o u t i n e  is e i t h e r  t o o  d u l l  to s t a y  a w a k e  for, or t o o  

c o n f i n i n g  to b e  e n d u r e d . )  A l s o ,  he h a s  a t u r n  for " n u r t u r e " .  H i s  
s t i n t s  a t  M o t h e r  T e r e s a ’s g a v e  h i m  s o m e  " h a n d s - o n "  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
a n d  he w a s  n o t  t u r n e d  o f f  b y  th e  d o w n  sid e .  M a l e  n u r s e s  a r e  a t  a 
p r e m i u m  in c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  a n d  he m a y  w e l l  e n d  

u p  t e a c h i n g - - w h i c h  is hi s  real ben t .  ( O n e  of h i s  o l d  f r i e n d s ,  w h o  
is a l s o  a n u r s e ,  s a y s  he is l e s s  l i k e l y  to be a b l e  to p u t  u p  w i t h
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t h e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  n o n s e n s e  of h o s p i t a l  r o u t i n e s  t h a n  a n y o n e  s h e  
k n o w s ,  b u t  m a y b e  he c a n  f i n d  a n o n - h o s p i t a l  a s s i g n m e n t . )

C u r r e n t  n e w s :  M a r y  c a l l e d  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  to s a y  t h a t  H e t t y ’s 

s i s t e r  h a s  c o m e  b a c k  f r o m  a v i s i t  (?) w i t h  w o r d  t h a t  H e t t y  h a s  
A l z h e i m e r ’s d i s e a s e .  M a r y  f i n d s  t h a t  u n b e 1 i e v a v 1e . (1 t h i n k  

b e c a u s e  it l e t’s B e r n i e  of f  t h e  h o o k  f o r  h a v i n g  b e e n  off w i t h  h i s  
c u r r e n t  p a r a m o u r  w h e n  H e t t y  h a d  a h e a r t  a t t a c k ,  etc, etc. ) B u t  

f r o m  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  o n  o u r  t r i p  I’d s a y  s h e  e x h i b i t e d  all t h e  

" c l a s s i c  s y m p t o m s " ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  s u d d e n  o n s e t  of n a s t i n e s s - - i n  
S t r o m n e s s .  A c t u a l l y ,  1 d o n ’t s e e  w h a t  d i f f e r e n c e  it m a k e s  w h a t  

t h e y  c a l l  it, so long as t h e y  k n o w  s h e  c a n ’t be l e f t  a l o n e .  M a r y  
s a y s  B e r n i e  h a s  n o w  t a k e n  o v e r  a n d  is " l o o k i n g  a f t e r  her".

F o o t n o t e  to t h a t :  T o m  G l a d w i n ,  w h o s e  b o o k  1 g u e s s  y o u  n e v e r  di d  
r e a d ,  h a s  f a l l e n  v i c t i m  to A l z h e i m e r ’s a n d  is d e v a s t a t i n g  hi s  
f a m i l y .  P a r t  of t h e  t i m e  h e ’s n o r m a  1- - b r i g h t , c o n c e r n e d ,  

i n v o l v e d ,  etc. a n d  m u s t  b e  t r e a t e d  as h i m s e l f .  P a r t  of t h e  
t i m e  he s i t s  l i k e  a v e g e t a b l e ,  n o t  r e s p o n d i n g  to p e o p l e  a n d  
n e e d i n g  t o t a l  n u r s i n g  c a r e - - i n c o n t i n e n t ,  etc. etc. A n d  at 
u n p r e d i c t a b l e  i n t e r v a l s ,  he b e c o m e s  a  r a g i n g  m a d m a n .  H i s  w i fe, 

a m a r v e l o u s ,  c r e a t i v e ,  s o c i a l l y  u s e f u l  p e r s o n  w i t h  h e r  o w n  
w o r k ,  is i m m o b l i z e d  b y  h i s  d e m a n d s ,  r e a l l y  u n a b l e  to c o p e  a l o n e ,  
a n d  h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  a d m i t t i n g  it. T h e r e  a r e  w o r s e  t h i n g s  t h a n  

b o r i n g  d e g e n e r a t i v e  b o n e s .

I’m g o i n g  to s e e  M a r y  in F e b r u a r y - - w h i c h  b r i n g s  m e  to m y  t r a v e l  
p l a n s .  W h e n  y o u  a s k e d ,  I t h o u g h t  I’d n e v e r  h a v e  any. B u t  it c a m e  
o v e r  m e  a m o n t h  a g o  t h a t  if 1 d o n ’t go to M e x i c o  p r e t t y  soon,

I’ll n e v e r  g e t  to s e e  t h e  o l d  f r i e n d s  t h e r e .  S o  I s i g n e d  u p  f o r  
a n  E l d e r h o s t e l  t r i p  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  o n e  w e e k  of " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
1 i v i n g " - - m e a n i n g  t h a t  o n e  s t a y s  w i t h  a  M e x i c a n  f a m i l y  a n d  s p e a k s  

t h e  l a n g u a g e .  (M y  S p a n i s h  h a s  g o t  p r e t t y  r u s t y ,  a n d  I long to oil 

it.) 1 w r o t e  all t h e  o l d  f r i e n d s  to s a y  I w a s  c o m i n g ,  a n d  s u r e  
e n o u g h - - t h e  o n e  I w a n t e d  m o s t  to s e e  h a s  d i e d  s i n c e  o u r  last 
e x c h a n g e  of l e t t e r s .  H e r  s o n  a n d  h u s b a n d  w r o t e ,  u r g i n g  me to c o m e  

to s e e  t h e m  - - a n d  a d d i n g  t h a t  a t  L u z ’s r e q u e s t ,  h e r  r e m a i n s  w e r e  
c r e m a t e d  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  in t h e  C a t h e d r a l  in M e x i c o  C i t y .

T h i s  h i t  me l i k e  a s t o n e .  I’ve b e e n  s l o u g h i n g  m y  w a y  t h r o u g h  a 

b o o k  c a l l e d  T h e M i s t s  of A v a 1 o n  w h i c h  is a d r e a d f u l  p i e c e  of pulp, 
b u t  is a l s o  a p r o v o c a t i v e  r e v i s i o n  of t h e  A r t h u r i a n  l e g e n d s .  T h e  
c r i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t  of t h e  p l o t  is b e t w e e n  t h e  f o r c e s  of t h e  n e w  
C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  a n d  t h e  D r u i d s .  A t  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s ,  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  is o v e r  w h e r e  a n d  h o w  p e o p l e  a r e  b u r i e d .  M y  f r i e n d  L u z  
w a s  a d e d i c a t e d  C o m m u n i s t - - a  N e w  M e x i c a n  v e r s i o n  of L a  P a s i o n -  
a r i a - - a n d  1 c a n ’t b e l i e v e  s h e  a s k e d  to b e  h a n d e d  o v e r  to t h e  
c h u r c h ,  w h i c h  in M e x i c o  is n o t  l e a v e n e d  w i t h  " l i b e r a t i o n  

t h e o l o g y ,  a s  s o m e  of th e  S o u t h  a n d  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  c h u r c h e s  are. 
I’m l e f t  w o n d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  s h e  s u f f e r e d  s o m e  s o r t  of s p i r i t u a l  
( a n d  m e n t a l )  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  in h e r  last y e a r s ,  or w h e t h e r  t h i s  is



w h a t  he r  h u s b a n d  (a S p a n i s h  C i v i l  W a r  v e t )  a n d  s o n  t h o u g h t  w o u l d  
s a v e  h e r  f r o m  p u r g a t o r y .

W h e n  y o u r  c l i p s  a b o u t  S.A. t o r t u r e  a r r i v e d ,  I w a s  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  
t h e  w i n d s  b l o w i n g  o v e r  s o u t h e r n  E n g l a n d .  N o t h i n g  w a s  s a i d  a b o u t  

H e r e f o r d ,  e i t h e r  o n  A m e r i c a n  r a d i o  or BBC, so I'm h o p i n g  y o u  o n l y  
g o t  a s i d e  b l o w .  A n d  t h a t  R u s t y  h a d  t h e  r o o f  b o l t e d  dow n .  A l 

t h o u g h  1 d o n ’t d e s e r v e  it, I w i s h  y o u ’d d r o p  a p o s t  c a r d  to s a y  
t h a t  y o u ’re all rig h t .

A n d  if y o u  do, p l e a s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  n a m e s  of T o n i ’s f i l m s .  S o m e  d a y  
t h e y  m a y  t u r n  u p  o n  o u r  p u b l i c  TV.

M y  o w n  c r e a t i v e  o u t p u t  h a s  b e e n  " z i l c h” f o r  m o n t h s  now. I e x p e n d  
all m y  e n e r g y  o n  t h e  c i v i c  c h o r e s  of t h e  l i t t l e  t o wn. A n d  o n  t h e  
W o m e n ’s P o l i t i c a l  C a u c u s .  T h e  f o r m e r  is b e g i n n i n g  to g i v e  me b a c k  

s o m e  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  (I t h i n k  t h e  t u r n - a r o u n d  h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d ,  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  t o w n  w i l l  s u r v i v e - - m a y b e  e v e n  f 1 o u r i s h - - i n s t e a d  of 

g o i n g  o u t  l i k e  a c a n d l e  in t h e  w i n d . )  T h e  l a t t e r  is m y  r e w a r d  
f o r  all t h e  t h i n g s  a b o u t  l i f e  I d o n ’t like. I t’s n o t  o n l y  d o i n g  

w e l l ;  i t ’s b e g i n n i n g  to do it w i t h o u t  me. M y  c o n s c i o u s  goal ha s  
b e e n  to g e t  t h e s e  w o n d e r f u l  y o u n g  w o m e n  h a r n e s s e d  to t h e  w a g o n  
t h e y  w a n t  to p u l l ,  a n d  t h a t ’s h a p p e n i n g  o n  e v e r y  f r o n t .  B e s t  of 
all o n  t h e  r a d i o  p r o g r a m  I i n i t i a t e d .  It h a s  b e c o m e  a h a l f - h o u r  
w e e k l y  of n e w s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  of " f e m i n i s t  i s s u e s” ( w h i c h  1 
s t r e t c h  to c o v e r  all t h e  i s s u e s  I’m  i n t e r e s t e d  in). T h e r e ' s  a 

p o s s i b i l i t y  of its b e i n g  s y n d i c a t e d  t h r o u g h  s o m e t h i n g  c a l l e d  
W I N G S  ( W o m e n ’s I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  G a t h e r i n g  N e t w o r k  S e r v i c e ) .  A n d  

b e s t  of all, K a r e n  Mel 1 in ( t h e  o n e  w a s  k i c k e d  o u t  of S . A . )  ha s  

l e a r n e d  all t h e  s k i l l s  ( e x c e p t  c h o o s i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t )  a n d  is g r a d 
u a l l y  t a k i n g  o v e r  th e  b u l k  of t h e  w o rk.

S o  m a y b e  in t h e  n e x t  f e w  w e e k s ,  1 c a n  t r y  t o  g e t  b a c k  to w r i t i n g .  

I h a d  g i v e n  u p  a t  o n e  p o i n t ,  w r i t t e n  m y s e l f  of f  as " w r i t t e n  o u t , ” 
b u t  l a s t  n i g h t  I d i d  a l e c t u r e /  r e a d i n g  o n  D e p a r t u r e  a n d  r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  a l l  t h i s  b e i n g  t o o  b u s y  a n d  t o o  " f r a c t u r e d "  to w r i t e  is j u s t  
a n o t h e r  of m y  c o p - o u t s .  I t’s t i m e  to g e t  b a c k  to w o r k — real 
w o r k - - a n d  e i t h e r  f i n i s h  m y  u n f i n i s h e d  n o v e l - - o r  s t a r t  s o m e t h i n g  
f r e s h .  H a v i n g  w r i t t e n  t h i s  to y o u  m a y  s h a m e  m e  i n t o  g o i n g  
t h r o u g h  w i t h  it!

L o v e  to y o u  bot h ,
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My a n n u a l  C h r i s t m a s  g r u n g e  is a b o u t  to c a t c h  u p  wirth me, 
so I’m u s i n g  m y  n e w  note- p a p e r  to w r i t e  a l e t t e r  b e f o r e  m y  m o o d  
g e t s  g r i t t y .  A l s o  to g i v e  m y  n e w  p a p e r  a l a u n c h i n g .

( T h e  a r t i s t  w h o  d r e w  th e  s k e t c h  is o u r  n e w  D e p u t y  T o w n  

C l e r k ,  w h o  m o o n l i g h t s  as a s m a l l  p r e s s .  It w a s  h e r  i d e a  to 

i n c l u d e  a l i g h t h o u s e  t h a t  w a s  t o r n  d o w n  long b e f o r e  o u r  c o n d o m i n 
i u m  w a s  b u i l t .  I o w e  he r  t o o  m u c h  fo r  w o r k  d o n e  a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  

t h e  c a l l  of d u t y  ( a n d / o r  he r  j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n )  to r i s k  h u r t i n g  her 
f e e l i n g s  by c e n s o r i n g  h e r  p a s s i o n  for t h e  ’’h e r i t a g e  t h e m e . ”)

My  o w n  j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n  has c h a n g e d  in t h e  y e a r  t h a t ’s a l m o s t  
o v e r .  1 b e g a n  by t r y i n g  to k e e p  o r d e r  a t  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  of the 

T o w n  C o u n c i l ,  m a k e  o r d e r  o u t  of c h a o s  in th e  b a c k  r o o m  ( w h e r e  o l d  

r e c o r d s  a r e  s t o w e d  in b u l g i n g  c a r t o n s )  a n d  l u b r i c a t e  i n t e r p e r 
s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  I l e a r n e d  h o w  to do th e  f i r s t ,  g a v e  u p  o n  th e  

s e c o n d ,  a n d  a m  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  last. B u t  t h e s e  d a y s  m y  d o m i n a n t  
a c t i v i t y  is ’’e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t , ” s o m e t h i n g  I’ve a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  

w a s  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of t h e  C h a m b e r  (or th e  S e c r e t a r y )  of C o m m e r c e ,  

n o t  local or e v e n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  B u t  if it was, it i s n ’t.

I ’m n o t  s u r e  I a p p r o v e .  1 a m  s u r e  I d o n ’t l i k e  d o i n g  it. B u t  

a p p a r e n t l y  i t’s t h e  o n l y  w a y  to k e e p  t h i s  l i t t l e  r a f t  of a t o w n  
a f l o a t ,  so I w o r k  h a r d - - r e a d i n g  r e p o r t s  w r i t t e n  in b u r e a u c r a t e s e , 
w r i t i n g  or r e w r i t i n g  ’’p r o p o s a l s ”, g o i n g  to s e m i n a r s  t a u g h t  by 
a g i n g  b a b y - b o o m e r s  o n  s u b j e c t s  like h o w  to ’’s e l l ” y o u r  c i t y  to 

i n d u s t r y  a n d / o r  t o u r i s m s ,  a n d  t r y i n g  to s o u n d  l i k e  a h u s t l e r .  Or 
d o I m e a n  h u c k s t e r ?

I n e e d  a v a c a t i o n  b e f o r e  I f a c e  th e  s e c o n d  y e a r  of m y  four.
S o  I’m g o i n g  to t a k e  t h e  m o n t h  of J a n u a r y  o f f  a n d  s e e  if I c a n  

r e l e a r n  S p a n i s h  by s t a y i n g  w i t h  a M e x i c a n  f a m i l y  (as p a r t  of a n  
E l d e r h o s t e l  t r i p ) .  M y  o r i g i n a l  i d e a  w a s  to c o m b i n e  t h i s  ’’wo r k  

t h e r a p y ” w i t h  v i s i t s  to o l d  f r i e n d s  in M e x i c o  C i t y  a n d  C u e r n a 
v a ca, b u t  a l a s ,  o n e  of t h e m  h a s  d i e d ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  d o n ’t a n s w e r  

l e t t e r s .  So it l o o k s  l i k e  I’ll c o n f i n e  m y  b a s e - t o u c h i n g  to Lo s  
A n g e l e s ,  w h e r e  I’ll s e e  M a r y  a n d  B e n  a n d  o t h e r  s u r v i v o r s .

F a m i l y  n o t e s :  J o s e p h  h a s  b e g u n  a t w o - y e a r  n u r s i n g  c o u r s e  
a t  C l a t s o p  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  he i n s i s t s  he h a t e s  

it, he is d o i n g  v e r y  well i n d e e d .  I h e l d  m y  b r e a t h  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  
f e w  w e e k s  b e c a u s e  I d i d n ’t t h i n k  he c o u l d  h a n g  in t h e r e  t h r o u g h  

t h e  d u l l  p a r t s ,  b u t  it l o o k s  as if h e ’s s e t t l e d  in. H e ’s in love 
w i t h  a p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e ,  a n d  t h a t  m a k e s  it e a s i e r  to k e e p  hi,s 
e y e  o n  t h e  e n d  game.

T e d  is s t i l l  s t u c k  in N e w  Y o r k ,  p u b l i s h i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  for 

p u b l i s h e r s ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  to g i v e  u p  h i s  a c a p p e l l a  m a d r i g a l  g r o u p  
b e c a u s e  ”i t’s like p u s h i n g  S i s y p h u s ’s s t o n e  u p  a h i l l . ” H e ’s 
’’s o l v e n t  ( w h i c h  is p r o s p e r o u s  by m y  s t a n d a r d s )  b u t  c o n f u s e d  

a b o u t  d i r e c t i o n . ” T h a t  g o e s  w i t h  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  1 g u e s s .  I w i s h  
h e ’d c h a n g e  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  b u t  N e w  Y o r k  is a d d i c i t i v e .  O n c e  h o o k e d ,  
t h e  v i c t i m  f i n d s  life e l s e w h e r e  i n c o n c e i v a b l e .
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