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Since eptember 1885 'when :thR So .iJhern .Llechua~aland \~ras create into a 

CroV'n Colon, Rho .es had des ' d it to be annexe.ri to the Cape COlon", bu1 
but t he CaDe House of Assemb h.q c ecl ' ne to s oulder the flnanc a1 
burden involved, anl hFxta t~e Imperial 'overnment as lef t to nurse 
t he bab:l . :To rv , ' t as e 1 y felt in r arliarmentary c r cle s that the 
t'me as 0 ortune to a ~ e Crown Colony, an as t _e ~ritish Goverm 
""'ent t 0'1 S alwayr.rea y 0 h .nd 01l1er, tMFRJP"~XX~x.riX:f:fxzM.i.tp~N. 
IDm.riE.E~IDiN..RX.t~x.t ~]ni -x§QffnEx:fn x in fact almot anxiou s to Cet 
r f t he incuous the 1"> was no iff cult when Rho e s, as ·rime .unist~ 

. of t he Cape :~mpm.x:td lntima t e d that the va e va prepare d to undertake 
~~~~U . a ministrati~Janj/ requested that it shpuld be so handed over. The 
• ({ request an consent were a mere formali ty ~ as far as official circles VI 

. were concerned. Not so with the barolon:.:; of Honts ~ wa and t h e a tlhaping 
of [anlrurwane 0 . 

- In [ay (1895) ~~ontshi~aaF~~BNx~x~RtX.ti~NX:t~xtNR7N±g~~~±xx-
:XJllIN.JB:.B. and his Council, rlasiHal and obedient subj ec ts of our la y the 
reat an good ueen Vict II addressed a Pe titipn to Tll h Com.rnissioner 

Robinson a a nst the anne t on •• The Yetition was sisned by the Chief 
himself, his son esele an ~rinces an ro al leadmen representing 
15,000 eople. / ' 

Chief MOla1a Mankurwane of ;raung, a pOl.. tical reflex of Montshiwa xRk 
like pis father b~fore him, acted in the identical manner. 
"?Then Montshiwa ~e~I:~ that ~ere as active canva sing among the European 
pop~lation of. afthft n~o s en0hten th~ case for annexa tion, he wrote 
to the Actin Admmnistrato ~an s J o ewton at Vrybur . to rotest 
a~ainst .the ste , and f ni 'bed y sa itl£!; lithe b aro10nc; nation dread the 
Government of the cape as lers." 

J>~ onts . wa was stro ly su_ porte :k.NXE..:t.Ex:0a:s.i.t:k:&NXbxt.hRxaNYJ.Bx~ by 
the ~lesleyan . ssionary Society in his opposition to the annexation., 
~hrOiJ~hcitsJul)e~:Lnt.en ¥U~+ t he Rev Uwen "atkins. :Ie wrote inde3Jendently 
1>~ct.~~na~~~d a1 UIr c(J ~~~ r eprent;.ng that ll the Annexation or l.$ritis~ 

to the. ape vol ony \Voula be disastrous to the interests 
of the natives res l ding in that country. 
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unexpected help for ontshiwa came from Vrybur · when in July (18~5) the 
people of that to" n also petititioned the Hi h Commissioner a ainst the 
annexation of Briti sh beChu~n ~a~ to the cape Colony as bein against 
the nterests of the country: '~ eople, al1d that "the etitioners have 
no conf ence in t e admini tion of the lIa e Co 1 on"- • TI . 

Tadng quite a fferent co s , the Hi h Commissioner recommended po the 
Colonial Office tl1at at ve se ves be madeinalienable for forty years 
and also that a tax sh uld be levied on the people of the reserves to 
f rce them to work - a tax in f ct for laziness. ~heee suo es tmons show, 
once more, the Hi gh Commissioner ' s total lack of sympathy with ~ack eo~ 
Ie ')I. t.-',s s. ff"- t- cJrheilk.t:xk vvere, owever turne own by Joseph Chamber­

la n, the Colonial ecretary. In reply, he informed the HiGh Con.Tn ssioner 
that he would only consent to the annexati on on certain ~ condi ­
tions, namel y 1.The reservation of ~ative heserves and other native 

rights . 
q. Continuation of prohibition of sale of a l coholic drinks 

to Africans provided by the existin laws of British Dec ­
huanaland. 

3.The recognition of nat:tve laws and the °urisdiction securl 
secD~ed to nat:tve chiefs under ~roclamation 2. D itish 
be chuanaland ~roclarnations 1885 

4. The Cape Government to continue Mo tshiwa ' s pension of 
£300 per annum for life, and half that amount to his 
direct heir. 

/bile Administrator Sidney Shippard and George Eo es, lU~ istrate at Mafe 
king were bus carrying ou~t the II ·h Comm ssioner and Rhodes behests to 
try an nullify Montshiwa ' op ozltion to the annexation, Gerald Donovan 
was similarly ~mploY'ed at a).l.:Q.g carrying out instructions to neutral. se 
Mankurvvane Molala ' s objecti m. -r h at Mafeking and Taung, the High 
Commissioner ' s and Rhode ' s e sar es were draftin ~tatements 0 withdra 
na l of J eti tion a.:::;a ns t exa tion, and presenting ther'~ with specious 
an subtle arguments to the c :liefs ind their counsel~ors for si 'nature. 
To the con itions stipu ate by the Secretar of State, two oth rs were 
later aaded; namely that 

1. the seat of EhEopean magistracy {ould be rnainta ned at 
.au. 1 afe.{ ng, 

2.T e Glen C~e~ Act would not be intrmduced amon the Dechu 
anas without ±Ex ex res Ie is ato~n, and Her a °estr ' s 
consent. 

V:ith hese reservations, anS a ter many pleadings, 
assurances, otestati:r:ns an romises b~ Sidne . hi par, r.onts i wa was 
ultimatel nduceci to rt~withdl1aW 0 mo f hi etit on against 
Annexation, b~ even hen, not without rave m sgi in - • S ney 
2hi pard jum ed at t s gn f weaken and at once VI red the IIi h 
Connni ssioner that Montshiwa ~ w~~ rawn his .t"eti t on a admst Annexation 

n fact .. however, the C ef , 18. 4ne noth 1. ' of 'the kind,! He hac not met 
s council to put the matt~.r before t .. em its new i ht, an V!hen he 

i , hhe rnaoorit we e t~eject the Annexation an reta n the status qua 
They also spoce stron arainst~the intention of the british ovcrnment 
to hand over their lands xRX±NKxXRR~~ ( since known as the Daro onr 
J:t'arms in the Dec huanaland Protectorate to the administration of he 
Chart ered Compan 8 he su porte the act on 0 the three.ch -fIX, Sebele, 
Kgama an ba thoen, who v!ere about to proceed to England to protest ¢ 
to the Colon a l f - ce aga nst the contem late trans r 0 their 1.n s 
to ~he Chartere _ om an • 

tonts wa was a ver old 
very much have ke tOl. oOj 
content h mself w th de ut 
Lefenya to jo n the three 
ice. 

man( 80 ears old) at this time, and would 
~e three rotectorate ch_efs, but had to . 
his son Besele, and s secretar ~Stephen 

1 fs and reprsent hi at the Colonial Off-

8h ppar had of course to notif t1e H 'h Corom seioner , and the latte 
the Secretar 0 State of the new evelopments; If Vonts iwa has modified 
his previous withdrawal a 1petition a ainst Annexation, and also 
et tions a ainst transfar Of / his Protectorate lands to the Dritish Sout 
ri can Cor.-roan ." 

On the 17th of August, .1:"rin e Desel'e , and Monsti wa 's secretar ",Stephen 
- efenya eft Mafekin to °oin the three rotectorate Chiefs at Cape 
Town. The car ie the followin , letter Hafekin·, 

"To the Queen of England 
Ne sendW -re tin -s v ill know us. are n t 

18 5. 

16th Au ust 1 95 
an~/;~ r Min sters, 
a~ r th~t ou are all liv n~lnice ~, YO~OQ 
s~ a - s.·~e ve neen our cnx aren ~nce X~A 



65 

V' 
t Your Government had been ood, and under it we ha e received much bless-

£ t" ing, prosperity and Beac~!v: e are sorr you have taken our land from us 
~ and given it to the ape 0 ernment . We do not know their ways and laws. 

Please make it ver just G t the Cape shall not ijave the power to take 

awa X~:i~;e~: g~r~~~nG are8~~~ u:st~nt~~e~a~e~~~:~~ntw~fh!:~6that tha 
Queens' - vernment wants to ive avvaj our countr'" n h Protectorate to 
the Chartere Compan, we mean the DoSoA.Compan • 

ur land there is a ood l an, our fa hers ved in it an are bl~ied 
in it, an Vie keep all our cattle in it. Plhat will we 0 if you give our 
land away ? My people are increasin very fast and are fillinG t eland. 

~e keep a 1 the laws of t e great Que n. re have fought for her, we 
have always been the fr ends of her people; we are not dIe; we build 
houses, we plough may gar ens; we sow lots of mealies, kafir¢, corn, wheat 
and forage. Our peop_e work in the gold fiel So 

r,'hy are you tired of rulin f us '? 'fuy do ou want to throw us awa ?\'1e 
do not fi ht a ainst our laws. Ve keep them and are living nicelyo Our 
words are No; o. he Queens Government must not Give m eople ' s land 
in the Protectorate to the Chartered Compan • 

I have iven t t Ian in farms to some of my hea men. The 
farms have been measure a lone; time ago, and the Adminkstration s pro­
m sed to register the tit es. That Ian is my people's and we are just 
sitt ng quiet until we get the fie istered ~i tleiDe s of those farms as 
romised by the Adminstration o 

Wessels my son and heir, and Stephen Lefenya, one of my sub ­
chiefs whg carry this letter will s eak all our words to the Queen . 

Peace)to you al , k reet ou. 
Please sen a ood word back 

I am etc 
Montshi wa. 

If" tbe reat monarchs ever read some of 
~~~s from their devote sub ' ects, then surel , thou h uneas may be 

the head that wears a crown, yet it cannot hH wholly ~v.: be without 
some comp nsation of parental amusement and the assurances of fi ial 
confidence. 

he High Connnissione was fur ous at the bold ste ta en b-.; 
Montshivla wit_out previous c~ta tion with mg He wired to Administra­
tor Shi par It I un erstan ef ya, .1onts _i wa 's representa ti ve accom­
anied Kama's art to Engl ~ He feared that the Secretar 0 State 

would not be able to see ~ontslllwa's re resentatives an asked pard 
to ur e upon Montshiwa to recall t :lem o . _____ '-- -=--:> 

R·~ V - ctua , owever I ne ~Besele Nfonfsidwa nor Stephen Lefen a 

~eft for Englan. he Chiefs Se , Khruna and .Bathoen salle on the 
-0 ~ Oth of August 1 95 w thout the nd. the retUrned n uentx course 
I' t oiaf e 1{G _ n ~ .y<., 

.' i l l ristling wi th an 
~o the ~dm nistrator a message w' 

( Ch ~_~' !.10nt s1'..i ~ar1'~M~~hrM:!'rf::Jr~'1";~ 
f i f rs€ rfIt one a ainst ' . I..i • 

a te hi s wi th rml.1a_ //7~I/ the ape Colon -; he had the . 

men to Englan to eti tion the ueen a a inst the Annexation. 'r'ha t 
I dltfi _1.:t 0 place an reliance upon an T engagement :made by': the C __ --=-

~1.1e -loa-t a.l f fl. i th in h:m:. 
j,l~ Montshlwa chuckled at this intend.e censure, and sal he ba . 

earnt h s vac':llo.t n d __ lomac from the Hi ,-h Commissioner o As for fa th 
_ e ha lost faith in t l8. t i h official so lon ' ago as 1 14~:kE. on the 
occas on of neGot ations of the Pretor a Convention. 
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....... '5J"'l h ~f·o> letl1.. • 'if - l' ft",t&:l ~~ (; ~ tr -'" 
leb ) ct. I" q95:/ .C" to Adntbnistrator \~afekin8 " :'I&4...t 1 .{;. ~ , 
~: "The Chief J ontsli'.'Ja has behave in suc a shuffl n ..; :rn.a.nner that I 

l.~ .0 not attach an impor snce to his with rawal o ~-Ie f st pet t on3 
111\ a 6ail st Annexa tion, ~, i th rew h s et tion. he re u a ted his 

wi th rawal J an th ied his vii t hdrawal. Fina l I learn y toda'" 
ress tale rams that h .1a sent t wo men to EnGland to petition Ga ns 

annexat on an that s one t _l_S W tho lt consultation wit me" I 
feel tJ:l...a tit is iff cult to pla ce an reI ance on an en agement lnD. e 
'0Y m, a n I .L1!ll!.S.X must refuse to rna (e any contract or bar ain 'with 

im n regard to the Annexat on ef the Crown Colon be ond what is emb ­
n the Annexat on Act " I t nk he ou .:;ht to mow i;hat I am is:o -

wase . rtJ; s conduct, and nformed of the posi tiori I assune ~_n this 
m tteJ? " II (C . 7932 pp 32 , 33) 
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Au~ust: AOI!lini strator hiPpar } I' fore ~rote/excitedly from Vr burG to 
~ ar;lstrate ~o es a t ~.~afekin ' e ,10ntshi wa b all mea s t:9 e.call ,,, 

(J) ~':esse l s ( Besele ) and tephe ' n a a t once . Assure him he will do more 
h rm than ood br sen ing m n e rs to En[,l nad a t this crisis. He is 
qui t e safe an may be sure prom~se s made to him viI be carried out /'t rovise he oes not rene ' Petition ~Gainst nnexat1on. Point o~t t .t 
his pos tion i s very f fere n frOl;l that of the chi efs a t loen, ebe l e an . 
Chama none of w om pay hut~n who are n t a ctua ll sub ' ec ts of the 
Queen as he is, but me~ protected chiefs •• I shall be Mafeki ns 1!Te nes -
day and will .iscus the V/holG matter -;ith h im. I epen u. on "li s S10V ns 

i s 10 a l t· an faith in t 11e "uGen ' s promise s by reca llin' me sse l s an . 
Lefen a at once. " ( C. 7932.p ~~) l. ~ 1~onts.L i ~'Ja 4 Actua l , h owever, ne Jt.t · T"ese l e/Bor Stephen t c f e ny had l eft for 
Engl and .. :'he Chi efs Sebe l e , "'a Bnr a t h oe sailed on the 2 t of AUG-

~'L "'--u"-lt 1895 vv i thout them, n 1" '" eturned to lafekin~ i n due course . 
ds'~t f Dn eterre b ~ these co ~n ~ currents TIf thou "ht and acti on, the 

¥ pl an of Annexati on went 0 / n x orab ly to fru t i on, and a t the end of Aug­
ust( 1895) thI' Br ti sh Lechua I an. Act of 1-.nnexa tion \"as passed b the 
C~pe ParI arment. 

Having thus Gained a 0 nt, a n . tire of ~ Cgl n0 an ar~ainin, 
the :Iie 1 onnn'kss o~ er Rob n~n ilrote tEleA mi n ' strator ippa:' -" It . 

(
/ oe not mat:; ter now whether ~1 csh ',"a Vi t'lJ. ra~' s .us Peti on or not , and 
tr-, t s undes rab e to make a contract or bar a in with him on t he subject 

except as :begaI> s h i s pems n . ease nform ~,10nt s ' wa this" an that as 
he seems unab e to make u.. S:xmK p.Ln, he Pe ti t on van stan a" rr~1e 
~~nexa t on rece ved Ro a l as s ent on the 3r . 0 October, ane th Annexati c 

.. roc l anani n "ras uly aut _or se b an Order in Council. ;tIt -:- 'In June ( 9$ 2'lruN..xxatm'i: r umOllI' an news rum. of t h..r :1" tish Governm:: ent ' 12 1;;;1: intent_ons 0 wi thdraw n;; from L..echuanal an .Protec tora be and ce .i ng t to 
' Kf{~- t 1e Chart er~ . ~P n v'as " eri ne tl1..rou 'h t o the bechuaha l and Chi efs g 

/'tJ1 1'/hen in .l\b.~u 't t\Bri s \ be hu nand ym s annexed to the Cape Co l ony, no 
more proof was necess~r-!y tha 11 British Government was .~.i!QS ±hE 

~ kEIDil anxious to she~ ec'ma I an an it s b a tswana peopl e . 
(]) J/ 1:1. 'li e'\) of the oriGinal .ef .I._it n of the f e l d of operation of the <-'ri t -

/ sh Sou th African Compan, as ; c1 dod n their Charter, a n a s o e cause 
l61if 0 the efi ni t e proml se of 'Ci"le Colon i a l Orf ce ( Knuts:Lor , ~ an 

h . s successors Ripon a!1€:.,.. Ghar:lbeFl.a n ) to tra sfer t e sdmin stration of 
Dechuana l an" Protec torate to . t lW .. Com any as s on as the at er vms ab le 
to un .erte.ke t j Rho os" no·/IX e'man ed that t ~e prol1i se shoul , e m. l emen 
ted. provi Si on~as now rfltl e for the tra sfer 0 the rotecto ate , it s xarn.c 
it s I an s , it s neo I e a;. i ts chiefs - 1 ke s o much baG 'aGe - to the Chart­
ere Com an . ~.I.'t.<.. " ... rlll., u: ....... " I' t>,<:( ....... d ,(.~ 1~ ...... n.':J ,J.-.......... t' 'JC"~''j <1 - IJ"l4-~ ·""'nl.A" L.·'~.J. 

r'he news was eceived by the Da. t sl:rana cll efs an peopl e vlith 
unfe igned a l arl"1 . To be ~ ha over loc , stoc and bar e l to the Charter­
e . Company whi ch had ' ust _ ri 1 - i sp a-ed it s ce er y smas ng up t1j.e 

oVlerful ~ a tebe l e tr bet 0 LobenGul a an . . ruthless l ~ s 1jo s i n ..; of that 
potenta te himself : l'Tas P jJ this the ba tswa_ a ha as:ee fo D it sh 

.,_If' nrotect on? J:o be s ol a _ . nBJlQ,t; over like to acc o vd. thouD as much as 
.~ consult n, them as to thei~eel ngs : 
~_ "l'Je have hear s ta tements " , t _e:r wrote to the C lCmia l Off ce on the 

v v' 3 st of July 1. ;) ; \7e _ a e ho r statements" that :1a EJ start e us an VIe 
are n (" stress cons erni nc t _1em. l''/e Calli"1.ot be lieve o t t nk ±h.ti it os -

b l e t ha. t the Gove rnment ~ w:'1ich ~ ,JG have fOlLTl~ res t and peace ca n thus 
l ea ve us an ut us unde r a~ t her Government , es :::>e cia ll - t ha t concerni ng ' 
vlhic{j. we have hear such "d s n ,~c.. tebe lolan . uc_ a rospect s not ont 

to w::Lch vie can 0 t forw~~ept 1,'1i t _ '.7eepi n· an s cress , and 1Ne be 
of you to 10. 1 us if th~an be foune a neans of escape and we vlill 
than' you VI i t . a_ l our lear t s ". 0 • • ::: s L1e :=r t s Government vlear of u~ 
us ?1"e refuse to be thus cast awa,,; g 'I.'/e VI S 1 to remf1.n n un er the protect -

on of tlle Queen of England ••• -rear Yle besee ch ,,; ou, t he rayer of our 
pet i tioners whi ch is t .Lle et tion of the thre chiefs and their three 
trmbes j name l Bathoen, ebe e an :ilianm .. 

A Y.:10nth l at er ( 29th f:,:uGus t 1 93 f Lencwe ilane of . 1 c _u on behal f 
of hi mse l': a~ s .c.akGa t a tr i be a l so f.Ja sent a at t:t ; n t"l t 'le ue n: -
" we n t expec t any goo from the Chart8r d ';ompany. lUe lmo'.'! tho. t we 
v,' 11 e s l aves i n t~"eir 'l[mds o ~'Te mm7 that a ll t _8 r shts n 1 be ta~en 
from us .0 .. ur utmost pra~rer is that lIe s ._ou c rernnin.n :::ou::'''' li1 j e s t "· ' s 
protevt on . II :) , 

/ '"'; L /!<-~ .it.co !t j}l.-'-Cfj /.' l-<--' aLe P ~., .. <: d' t £ c2 [ 
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