! 1‘*’;1,-4;/ 1’9‘79’ Wt cra®s vf 1@4/,,9,;»4_.,~.= £ SR 3« Ve d ‘5’{ lic ,E-’Fc/l:eccf’ 52

S %’" U™ fe= e ey ar,_(/_

5 we

*.4;‘4; &M

ﬁtow z&&".a;-/g : . '

) e A 2 P,
G e B Pe el

b‘ Lwibg\_la-_u[ /{7‘9" .
C&-—7 feelalre

e f:if__(_r_‘f Vi <—ex-}c$/c? /["5(/‘

oty Ol o (7 il

lof hoeie jeciseed"

/{;wi‘#*‘ﬁ“ feed e (kg‘;/ F(’ﬂ Zee
/&éﬂfé&ﬁg /%ﬁa é%x%cyac'dizmﬁﬂwgf
Lelic; (" Mec Qreecces

7 fﬂ'y "?‘ e ‘é/.f&fﬂ&i,écﬁ&!ﬁcco .

Yoo Hefh Coumare e frorcmr )
Fyﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁz7‘;’éféyﬁ-4ffffa ﬁf160777 :
M“‘C& / Jerroe gl 7

blor & flesvnssca ¢ oo Ol
,uagdh4ébud9 /27-¢ﬁ4; EBhﬁzbgf
Josi Gaowscd o fod

(aﬂ4lq£¢JQlf£ed4Q[

A
1"3") 1{,}?/97

% A):C /
1’11’»‘“‘ y ,a.d”ﬁ
o

| Je wre ,f""’: &

| Tt
Since September 1885 when khe Sguthern “echuanaland was created into a
Crown Colony, Rhodes had desipéd it to be annexed to the Cape Colony, bui
but the Cape House of AssembXy had declined to shoulder the financlal
burden involved, and krkkia the Imperial Covermment was left to nurse
the baby, Now, it was ge: 11y felt in Farliarmentary circles that the
time was opportune to'a e Crown Colony, and as the Lritish Govermn
ment M8 alwayd ready ] over, thmraxwxxaxrexikffizrikyxwhen
Rhnﬁnnxxngnnxkﬁﬁxx xRELkzmxforx in fact almot anxious to get
rid-ef the incubus/ thepe was no difficulty when Rhodes, as Prime Minlst
.of the Cape xExmmxkmi fntimated that the Yape was prepared to undertake
Bbs aiministratin/ani/requested that it shpuld be so handed over, The
request and consent were a mere formality  &s far a3 official circles w
were concerned, Not so with the Parolong of Montshiwa and the g2 tlhaping
of Manlurwane, , : : ;
: In May (1895) Montshivasaidressedxaxfetikionxiaxthex HkghxSonmisx-
karmxr and his Council, "as ﬁoyal and obedient subjects of our lady the

great and good Queen Vict " addressed a Petition to High Commissioner
Robinson against the annexatlon,, The retition was signed by the Chief
himself, his son Desele an
15,000 people,
Chief Molala Mankurwafie of Taung, a political reflex of Montshiwa X=mk
like hls father before him, acted in the identical manner,
When Montshiwa Eggg that tlhtere was active canvassing among the European
population of ¢ %1n80 strenghten the case for annexatlon, he wrote
to the Acting Admdbnistrato gﬂ?an
against the step, and finish€d-By saying "the Parolong nation dread the
Government of the cape as pdlers,”
Montshiwa was strogly subported imxkizxmppaxikiksrxkaxthexanxaxskism by
the WesleyanoMissionary Soclet inuhis gpposition to the annexation,
hrongh 4 Lupe endent, the Ile w a | , dent
gc%%inﬁ%%%E;gR B}?ice gﬁ%& reprégti;¥1tha%%}%%e A%AE?Z%?O%?%%P %ﬂ%ﬁgﬁy

to the Uape Vol ony would be disa
of the natives residing in that country, it gl b e

48-princes and royal headmen representing

s JoNewton at Vryburg to protest
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Unexpected help for Montshiwa came from Vryburg when in July (1895) the
people of that town algo petititioned the High Commissioner against the
annexation of British Pechuangia to the ,ape Colony &s being against
the interests of the country: d people, and that"thepetitioners have
no confidence in the adminisfration of the Yape Colony ," :
Taking quite a different coyksy, the M1 gh Cormissioner recommended to the
Colonial Office that Native ®&serves be madeinalienable for forty years
and also that a tax should be levied on the people of the reserves to
force them to work - a tax in fact for laziness, Thess suggestbons show,
once more, the High Cormissioner's total lack of sympathy with black peo®
ple Mus &uﬂquulu%aaheghxzh were , however turned down by Joseph Chambere
lain, the Colonial Secretary, In reply, he informed the High Commissioner
that he would only consent to the annexation on certain zrmuwndsx condi-
tions, namely 1,The preservation of Native “eserves and other native

rights,
2. Continuation of prohibition of sale of alcoholic drinks
to Africans provided by the existing laws of DBritish Bec=-
huanaland,
3e¢The recognition of _ative laws and the jurisdiction secur
secured to native chiefs under Proclamation 2, Dritish
Pechuanaland Froclamations 1883
4, The Cape CGovermment to continue Montshiwa's pension of
£300 per annum for life, and half that amount to his
direct helr, .
While Administrator Sidney Shippard and George Boyes, “aglstrate at Mafe
king were busy carrylng out ,the High Commissioner and fhodes behesss to
z op

try and nullify Montshiwa' pozition to the annexation, Gerald Donovan
was simllarly pmp}oyed at laung carrying otit instructions to neutralise
Mankurwane Molala's objectivhs, h at Mafeking and Taung, the High
Commissioner's and Rhode;zﬁgmiﬁgigges were drafting [statements of withdra
wal of /petition against exatlion, and presenting them with speclous
and subtle arguments to the chiefs &nd their coungelgors for signature,
To the conditions stipulated by the Secretary of State, two others were
later sdded, namely that
: 1. the seat of Bheopean magistracy would be malntained at
afeking,
2.,The Glen CGrey Act would not be Intrbdduced among the Pechu
anas without kkm express leglslatopn, and Her "ajesty's
consent, o0
Vith these reservations, and after many meetings, special pleadings,
assurances, pwotestatimms and promlises by Sidney Shippard, Montshiwa was
ultimately 3induced to part y withdwaw or modify his petition against
Annexation, byf even then, not without grave misgilvings, Sidney
Shippard jumped at this Sign pf weakenlng and at once wired the High
Commissioner that Montshiwa Mad withdrawn his Fetltion agatnst Annexation
In fact, however, the Chief +had-flone nothing of phe kind, He had not met
his council to put the matter before them in its new light, and when he
dld, bhe majority were tg-feject the Annexatlon and retain the status quo
They also spoke strongly against_the intention of the Pritish Government
to hand over thelr lands XX Xxx ( since known as the Barolong
Farms) in the “ec huanaland ProtBctorate to the administration of the
Chartered Company, They supported the action of the threechlefd, Sebele,
Kgama and Bathoen, who were about to proceed to England to protest gakx
to the Colonial Office against the contemplated transf€r of their lands |
to the Chartered Company,

Montshiwa was a very old men( 80 years old) at this time, and would
very much have llked tomjoigﬂﬁhe three Protectorate chief's, but had to
content himself with deput his son Besele, and his secretary CSStephen
Lefenya to join the three C fs and represent him at the Colonial Off=-
ice, bt

Shippard had ofcourse to notify the High Commissioner, and the latte:x
the Secretary of State of the new developments; " Montshiwa has modified
his previous withdrawal of I Petition against Annexation, and also
petitions agalnst transfar @f/his Protectorate lands.to the British Soutl
African Company," ,

On the 17th of August, ‘ringe Besele, and Monstiwa's secretary_Stephen
“efenya left Mafeklng to Jjoin the three Protectorate Chiefs at éape
Town, They carried the following letter : Mafeking, s
16th August 1895

"o therueen of England and/l Minlsters, ‘
will 1now &g?dwgrgg inge g%ga ¥s§hwg ¥E¥e 8e%1%0%%V%R§18%8%1§1ngguiax
1885, - ;
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a&, Your Government had been good, and under 1t we have recelved much blesse-

e ing, prosperity and Eeace. e are sorry you have taken our land from us

N and given it to the “ape Jofrermment., We do not know their ways and laws,

- Please make it very Jjust t the Cape shall not Jave the power to take
away the plece of land ygu/ gave us in the land settlement of 1886,

Agalnr we Parolong are very astonlished fhak because we hear that the
Queens! G vernment wants to glve away our country in the Protectorate to
the Chartered Company, we mean the B,S.A,Company,

Qur land there 1s a good land, our fathers lived in it and are buried
in 1t, and we keep all our cattle in it, "hat will we do if you give our
land away ? My people are increasing very fast and are filling the land,

We keep all the laws of the great Queen, We have fought for her, we
have always been the friends of her people; we are not idles we bulld
houses, we plough may gardensj we sow lots of mealies, kafirg corn, wheat
and forage, Our people work in the gold fields,

ka are you tired of ruling us? Why do you want to throw us away ?We
do not fight against your laws, We keep them and 'are living nicely. Our
words are Noy; No, The Queens Government must not glve my people's land
in the Protectorate to the Chartered Company .

I have given that land in farms to some of my headmen, The
farms have been measured a long time ago, and the Adminkstration has pro-
mised to reglster the titles, That land is my people's and we are Jjust
sitting quiet until we get the Reglstered TitlegDeeds of those farms as
promised by the Adminstration.

Wessels my son and helr, and Stephen lLefenya, one of my sube
chiefs who carry this letter will speak all our words to the Queen,
Peace)to you all , We greet you,
Please send a good word back ¢
I am ete
Montshiwa, Gua o7 em/bd Immfut of mu/m +t-l{uc[ézg
If the great monarchs ever read some of these . &

'rs from thelr devoted subjects, then surely, though uneasy may be
the head that wears a crown, yet it cannot Bz wholly mkkhmmkx be wlthout
some compensation of parental amusement and the assurances of fillal
confidence,

v The High Commissioner was furious at the bold step taken by
Montshiwa without previous c tation with him, He wired to Administra-
tor Shippard " I understand fefenya, Montshiwa's representative accom=
panied Kgama's party to England ¥ He feared that the Secretary of State
would not be able to see Montshiwa's representatives and asked Shippard [}

——_to urge upon Montshiwa to recall them,

feg = — Kctually, however, neighpr—-Lesele Monfshiwa nor Stephen Lefenya
eft for England, The Chiefs Se Khame and Bathoen sailled on the

— Oth of Aubust 1895 without the nd they retirned in duenkx course

to Mafekeing i
o= _Jﬂ/ﬂf}11 bristling with anger, the T gh“ oner again wired
46 the Administrator a message which heg/dtgni I'f ission to the
Chief "Montshiwg/had behe =S ';—': pnd 'ﬁﬁffling manner, e
prEtItioned against' s A () -
Colony,“he had then/#itfds 3% petition‘ he had next repu
tated nis withdrawal aad=tien- t‘xf% —and-finetly-he-had gent two
men to England bte-petition the *ueen against the Ammexation., That
£f place any reliance upon any engagement made by the Chief,"-
: 23}-falth-in-htme—
(;P Thaxz Montshiwa chuckled at this intended censure, and sald he had
earnt his vacillating diplomacy from the iéh Commissioner, As for falth
he had lost falth ¥n that high official so long ago.as 188lxdmmir on the
occasion of negotiations of the Preuoriu Convention,
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Det. 1. 1895: /H.Co/t0 Admbni strator Mafeking & *“< ¥
1885 :%The Chief Montshiwa has behaved in such a shufflin& manner that I
I€98” 3o not attach any importance to hils- withdrawal, e first petitioned
x"\ . “against Annezation,/'.- yithirew his petition, the repudiated his
' withdrawal , and the lied his withdrawal, Finally I learn by today
. press telegrams tha Jneg sent two men to England to petition agains
annexation and that he-ams done thls -without consultation with me, I
feel that it 1s difficult to place any reliance on any engagement made
. by him, and T keusk must refuse to make any contract or bargain with
him in regard to the Annexation of the Crown Colony beyond what is emb=-
raced in.the Annexation Act, I think he ought to know ghat T am dilspl-
wased.&r his conduct, and informed of the position I assume in this
matter , " (c 7932 pp- 32,33)
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1/8/1895)
fore wrote/excitedly from Vryburg to
e Montshlwa by all means tp recall W
nya at once, Assure him he will do more
1gers to Englnad at this erisis, He is
promigses made to him willl be carried out
provided he does not rene Petition against Annexation, Point out that
/ his position 1s very different from that of the chiefs Bathoen,Sebele and
Khama none of whom payrz§g/r&x"and who are not actually subgects of the
Queen as he 1s, but me ¥ protected chiefs,, I shall be Mafeking Wednes=
day and will discuss the whole matter with him, T depend upon qis showing
his loyalty and faith in the ﬂuﬁen'ﬂ promises by recaWIina Wessels and
e Lefenya at once."(c 7932.p 27)% ”ontsnina
@) Actually, however, nemul-v?feSGTG/ or Stephen Lefenya had left for
England, The Chiefs Sebele, [Khgwa and athoen sailed on the 20th of Aug-
) — st 1295 without them, and s eturned to Mafeking in due course,
Suﬁ Undeterred by these co ng currents of thOUéht and action, the
4 plan of Annexation went ons orably to frultion, and at the end of Aug-
ust(1895) thr British “echuanhiland Act of Annexation was passed by the
v Cgpe Parliarment,
& Having thus galned a point, and tired of haggling and barg geining,
the High CoMmissiou°r Robins irote theAdministrator Shippard =" It
/’ doe not matter now whether M shiwa withdraws his Petition or not, and

agistrate Boyes a} Mafeking
D vwessels (Besele) and-Stephe
harm than good by sending m
quite safe and may be sure

V’August Mninistrator Shippard j

I

it 1s undesirable to make a contract or bargain with him on the subject

except as Bbegards his pemsign, ease inform Montshiwa thls, and that as

he seems unable to meke up sxmx mind, the Petition can stand " The
ﬂdnnxation received Royal assent on the 3rd of Ogtober s and th Annexatic

. roclamﬂhion was duly authorised by an Order in “ounecil,

f]i 'In June (1899) mawaxzrd rumour and news me® of thr Dritish Governmment!'s

intentions of w*th.drawinb from Bechuanaland protectorste and ceding 1t.to
-~ the Charter jgmp was LAltering through to the dechuahaland Chiefs,
\H€% When in Ah %%f %fxﬁ .

more proof we s necessgr
7:a_§nzh anxious to shed®

British uovernment was xhxddkng
chuanplanf and its Patswana people,
@ J In view of the original on of the field of operation of the Brite
~ 1sh South African Companj\as lacluded in their Charter, and also because
ﬁﬂ# of the definite promlise of the Colonial 0ffice ( Knutsford, Rimmmm and
his successors Ripon and—Chemberlain) to transfer the sdministration of
echuanaland Protectorats to % Company &as soon as the latter was able
to undertake it , Rhodes; noﬁtd %anded that the promise should he implemen
ted, Provision yas now made for the transfer of the Protectorate, 1ts %amd
1ts lands, it%{ieOple afgd 1ts chiefs- 1like so much baggage=- to the Charte
debe wer b0 {5 oplaccd o wiu.mj S }770* ~ /Iu's—i._&.. ¢ Bl
_ The news was received by the Batswana chiefs and people with
, unfeigned alarm, To be hanged over lock, stock and barrel to the Charter=
/l‘ ed Company which had Just ridly dlsplayed its temper by smashing up tlie
powerful Matebele tribed of Lobengula and ruthlessly disnosing of that
potentate himself : Was AP \Epbd this the Batswana had asked for British
«* protection? To be sold ahd hapded over like tobacco withoub as much as
4 consultin5 them as to their feelings:
}fépt' " We have heard:stqteﬁghts ,they wrote to the Coladnial Office on the
v Slst of July 18953 We have heard statements’h that have startled us and we
are in distress coneerning them, We cannot belleve ot think kkak 1t poss=
ible that the Government which we have found rest and peace can thus
leave us and put us under amfther Covermment, especially that concerning
whicl) we have heard such 4 s in Matebeleland, Such a prospect 1s not ont
to which we can look foggg//,exeept with weeping and distress, and we beg
of you to hepl us if th can be found a means of escape and we will
thank you with all our hearts ". ... Is the British CGovernment weary of wu:
ugs ?We refuse to be thus cast away. We wish to remanin under the protect=
ion of the Queen of England ... lear we beseech you, the prayer of your
petitioners which is the petitlon of the three chilefs and their three
tridbes, namely Bathoen, Sebele and Khama,
A month later ( °9th August 1893) / Tentwe Pllane of Mochudil on behalf
of himself and his Bakgatla tribe also £m sent a Petition tn the Queent=
" We do not expect any rood from the Chartercd Company, W

82 _ered Company.,

0

We know that we

wlll be slaves in t;e*r h;nds We know that all the rights will be taken-_
from us soee Our utmOSu prayer 1s that we should remain in Your Mg jesty's
protevtion, "
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