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I have teen asked ty m e sponsors oi thl oraer school to" 
prepare a lecture on African National Ism To-day. whilst I am 
ueeply sensible of the hon,-ur Implies in the Invitation I must 
p.vlnt out tiiat I cannr t Imagine what prompted the organisers to 
entrust upon me the task of Interpreting the m.st vital motive 
r^rce in African politics to-day. I hope their faith In the 
lecturer will te Justified.

It Is net my lntentl ./n, nor Indeed Is it possible to five ar. 
exhaustive treatment of African Nationalism here today. I Fill 
content myself with a short survey and point rather than dwell on 
the k,aslc Ideas that inspire African Natl -nalists, not only In 
8 >uth Ai i lea tut throughout the entire African continent,

.IhE . FhQBLSSwo:.i LY SEP: Each Idea nr creed arises to meet a parti-

* cular need that arises fr m certain definite 
Cund^tl na, A f r i c a n  Natlonallsm Is n , exception In so f- r as 
8 uth A f r i c a  Is c ncerned what Is the situati n that'presents.' 
Itself a3 a challenge t„ the A f r i c a n  Nationalists ?

1. 8 -uth Africa is a multi-racial country Inhabited ty no lass 
than f-.ur or five racial groups. Firstly there is the majority 
pro up- the Africans, wh are the original inhac itants and "owners
jf the country. Secondly there is the big minority group- the 
Europeans- who consist of the Afrikaners and the E n .lish . Than 
there are the Col ureas ana finally the Indians, a situation such 
a 3 this In which f ur or five ,m up a  with different racial origins 
and cultures, an . completely integrated  in ,ne socio-economic 
system is probably unique. In the complexity of its multi-racial 
a cioty, 3 .utn African can to c-mpared to pre-revolutl nary hu3sla 
wnere theiv existed myriads of racitl groups ana natl -ns antagonist 
txc to one an ther; ana It was -nly thr ,u, h a revolution which 
usheraa in complete equality ana an end t„ racial ~iscrlrnlnat i..n 
an- natl n&l oppression that it wis possible t create the sollalv 
unites multi-natl nal state- the Soviet Unl.n.

**• South Africa I 3 a col,nail aountry, But 11 is not a 
typical colonial country. In the typlcul* c .1 ;r.lal situation such 
as r.« - lovk In the C- >ld C" tst, l»i« . ria, Malaya r Ir. iO-China, there 
la n . attempt n the ,/irt of the itperlailst to settle lr. the c .ur.try 
a small official, miss 1 nary and business caste c. .me 3 and lives in 
th'i col ,nlal country— not t settle- out t su.jervi^e tha expl , ita- 
tl .n  . 1 the c .1 niai -ountry lu tn« interests .f their Imperialist 
ruiin ; -cla^a In the metropolitan cruntry. In such a sltuatl ,n the 
imperialists are obliged to ,ttain the supp-rt of a middle or 
co\jIta_ l_-t c l -S3 * r »m am .nr the op,.ressea t ' assist them in liheir 
jx^l itati r. f the majority. -hey also make use f the oppressed 
j.n the administration of law ana : .er lr: the colony. Very ften 
this same Native middle class breaks a*av fr m the imperialist 
f r up and l-aada tha anti-imperialist stru, r id in order that it 
m Vht  econe the sole ex .1 it«r .r at any rate ret the tig er share 
tnat it was - atting.

In 80uth Africa, however, wnllst it ie true that a sectl n of 
the imperialists is to be f und in Britian, France, U .S .A . ,  ate.
&  tir  sectl n hag settled here in 3 -uth Africa ana maae this 
country its home. This means a more complete control of  political 
an- economic p.. war than Is possible in a ty^lcial colonial country ’ 
la ^rictlsea here. The European oppressor Group has a complete 
non op ly or political, eoononsie, military ana administrative >wer. 
Because of the existence of this fairly l^rge settler gr.,up which 
has ~ stake in the system it has teen possible for the Imperialists * 
tc be core ruthless in their exploitation of  the Africans'with

» *. *
the result that/...............
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African Nationalism aoes not aim at freedom for the Africans 

only. ut it looks upon tho African pecpie as Master, Inheritor 
and Leader, whose historic task Is to protect and strugr,le for 
the freedom not only of the Africans, tut of all oppressed 
minorities and national groups in Afrlka. In this h l 3t rlc 
role which is test expressed in the African word "UBUNTU"
African Natl .naiism reveals Itself as a progressive force which 
is at once with the karch of all humanity towards a tetter 
world in which nan’ s inhumanity to nan shall te a thing of the 
past. Thus African Natl nails© is not inherently antl-any 
nation or gr up. But it is iecidealy anti—oppression and 
anti-Imperialism wherever It is found.

As regard 3 the methods wherety their aims will to achieved 
Afrloan Nationalists tolleve that this will r. -t cvmo at. ut 
through smiling ana t e l n g  sweet and r^asonatle with the imperia­
lists, -he nly weap.,n In tho hanu.s of the Africans and other 
c-ppregged peoples lies In the creation of powerful National 
Movements tased on tho tailing misses and led ty the rovolutl nary 
intelligentsia.

Such an rganigatl'n ty tapping to the f u l l  the tremendous 
creative p wcr and strength of the A f r i c a n s '  lalour power can 

remove the present structure of s o c ie t y  In 3 , uth A f r i c a  and 
usher in a Democratic, Unites, Free and  Prosperous 3 clety in 
which Racialism will be outlawed. It is to the creation of 
such organisation -r rather the development o f  the African  

National C nrrjgg to Its full potential strength that the eff rts 
of all renuino African  patriots must te d irected .

The African  is a realist and theref re African Natl-nallsn 
takes lnt . acc unt the fact that this continent of ours is the 
last playground of the imperialist powers. It is rulea tv n ; loss 
than six different Western powcrs, lncltuin; Britian, France, 
Belgium, i-ortu^al etc. This means that the itru<.>:le to free 
Africa Involves a strug. le against the major Western powers wh; 
are supported In their plans ty tr.j U .S .A . In other v r-s the 
free~ >m of Africa- the sec-nd largest c ntlnent will te a tou, h 
strur-.le Whose end will see tn«j ena f imperialism in the »l rid.
In other w.-ras the freedom f Africa, with its vast resource3 
which are deslreu ty all , 1 3 n. t a local protlem. It is an lntor- 
nati nai protlom that call 3 Into ^uesti n the exlstcn-ce ->f Impe­
rialism ail over tho worla. It is f r this reaa'n that in rec«nt 
times African Natl r.allsm has developed a clear an I unair,tiru us 
lnternatl .nal uollcy of allying itself with all oppressed and 
c l o n ia l  peoples in the wo. Id vho are f l«.htin.* the Western Impe­
rialist powers, tna a ls :  with th se independent countries which 
support the African jti-a gla f .r freedom genuinely and with no 
strings attached.

These constitute th 3 leading idea -, .-p all tenulra African 
Natl^nft^ist. th t are stru» &Llnr; for freedom an democracy. Not 
alone in th? Africa . National C.r^r.. 5= : .ut als , in thd Natl..nai 
Movements ir. West Afrlka, in Last and Centra. «frik  t, these loo is 
are tho fore.- tehlnd tho movements that will spell do ;m to impe­
rialism and racialism within the near future, 1

No power on eafth c m  atop the f orward" march of the Africau 
people and their allies. The lllliputian efforts of the Malans 
an- others t: turn the clock tacK ty means of tartarian and re­
pressive ]a«s, are futile . Mankind in the latter part of the 
twentieth century is ready for a flr.al qualitative leap to a 
new stage In the advance of mankind. History dictates that 
Afrika must te free in order that It night te atle to make its 
proper contrltutlon in this mii,ht movement.

ol  iiendi hd, ouooUqo >0 ‘
Nev» Brighton. • ; >
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