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South African eace Council 
South Africa

Dear Friends,

Our Secretariat has just held a further joint 
Meeting with a Delegation of the Bureau. It was devoted 
to a study of the interneticnal situation a m  the various 
measures taken for the preparetion of the International 
Meeting.

The Conference of the Foreign tir.isters of the 
Four Great Powers just held in Berlin , which is to be 
followed by a further conference at which, this time, the 
People's Republic of China w ill be present, is an important 
move towards an easing of international tension.

We must note, however, that this first  step, 
brought about by tne pressure of public opinion, is bein£ 
followed by further attempts to hinder a genuine easing of 
tension, for example : in Europe the pressure now being 
exerted for the application of the agreements and treaties 
permitting the rearmament of Germany; in asia the inclusion 
of Pakistan in a military bloc; in Latii imerica the threats 
to the sovereignty of certain countries, especially Guatemala, 
in the course of the Caracas Conference. These have the aim 
of nullifying the positive results gained in Berlin , aggrav
ating existing disagreements and creating new disputes in 
the near future.

This situation makes it more than ever necessary 
to increase our efforts to foil aggressive plans wherever 
they appear, foster the growth, on the national level, of the 
trend of opinion for a real relief of tension and so create 
favourable conditions for the Conference which is to open in 
Geneva on April 26th.

This is the theme of our current campaign. Clearly 
the success of the International Meeting proposed by the 
World Council depends in the first place on what is achieved 
in this campaign.

• • • / .  • •



According to our information, the idea of t :e  
International Meeting is rousinp ^ e a t  interest. ; nten-  
ationally , several religious and P ^ i f i s t  or(> n i s ^ i o n .  
ahowinK tneir interest in i t ; 01. the national lsvci. v ir u u b

Ir g a S la t ic n s  and public figures c u l U n a
and religious fields are giving it their attention.

Already preparatory committees are feeing set up

in certain countries. To this end, ?SdJaf{£ '
adopted, such as the organisation of a series of talks 
between prominent people or the represent -- * _ 
ations Interested In the Meeting, or t-.e p r e ^ t i v n  on • 
national level of a preliminary meotijip: with tne Jim of

an International Preparatory Committee.

In some countries there has Leen some 'iel-y 
tnitiatinr the measures necessary for the preparation Oj.

the sleeting. For example, certain i011̂  •«a«ament:S<theai— 
thought it enough to issue an appeal or a statement U «  
selves If  these come only from prominent people who already 
Support the Peace Movement there is a d - .w e r tto tth e y m a y  
„ ; L  the siKnificance of the Message issued taree months 
a ll  Sy t i l  lolld  Council. I f ,  on the other hand they are 
made by prominent people or organisations outside the 
movement, they constitute further support -or t..e meeting 

and facilitate  its joint preparation.

Tt is clear from the information co.ntained in .your

s s s r  js s jr s s s f .  $ v 0h^  F I r S S r  ■
the^pubiice^iguresUyouftsuggest ” * we^shall write to them 

as soon you think it necessary.

It  appears that the question of the agenda is often

raised in the talks which are at present he^repar-
n f  views on this point are, of course, useful in the prepai
ation of the Meeting and we would ask you to let us kn w, 
later any suggestions you receive. But we would like t

?+- ear that in our opinion, only the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

“ eparatory Committee itself  w i l l  be competent to make the 

final proposals for the agenda.

tianv public figures and organisations h^ye expres- 

should fee about ^OO •

. e • / .  e •
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relative to i t e ^ r e p a r a t i t o ^ i u '^ 11! / ® ^ 10'1 a!16 a11 details  
tl\e International Preparatory PomiH+-+- urse* ^e settled by 
remind you that the vorlrf ^onmiutee. we would, however 

held so£n, that U  to ^ , « ! *  Meetin«
* jayi the development of internet-in V month of June,
great desire of all p e o S e  10n! 1 eventa and the
appear to confirm this view . easing of tension would

at ion, with our President, it TOs°deci°pd t?atv, i£ ter c °nsult- 
meeting of the Bureau of the n °  hold the next

and 29th in Vieanna. There'are tio °n Warch 28tb
Ding the Bureau on this dlte ! “ in reasons for conve- 
early expression of the ' 'o v e ^ n n !  F8^ is to S ive an 
important event the « ' i  opinion on that very

importance o f t V q S e ! ? ! ^  ^  Be' m d  ^ t h e
tne preparations for the i'eetinj I S f  Present state of 

statement without delay on 6 n68d t0 make a
some countries. various measures taken in

7ed5ha?l°£J?y -0f your In f o r m a t io n ^ u l le t ^ rfort 'loadV Jonf r* 8s

H o e?^1L d 1Bdoftht9SeVie^ e“na9t^on p M E S ' u . ^ 3 *
in our collection. In* orn,atlon Bulletin; they are missing 

.Vith kind -regards,

5fours sincerely f

î 'or the secretariat of the florid 
Council of Peace

Jean LAFyTTTK 
General oecretary
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P.O.Box 2706,

CAPE TOWN.

18th March, 1954

The Secretary,
South African Peace Caine il ,
Johannesbur>

Pear Friend,

THfinlc vou for your letter of March 6th telling 
us of the Itevereild Thompson's visit. We are looking forwu

to meeting him.

Wfii reference to our Youth Festival coming off 
. P c. pr o are wondering whether you are in a position to 

^Mfl the'^xIiibitiDn material# which you used yourselves 
as - ^  this is possible we should be glad to

*a“  It™ t ?he earliest so that we can prepare it ?or tne 

"•aster Festival#

The material wnich you have sent, in many cases, 
aeer.s r- out of date, but we shall distribute as mac a of
® t '- wTt-re a' ie under tiiese circumstances.

Yours sincerely,

Acting Secretary,

Bewysstnk No.....................................................

Gekryby.....', f . ' & S * .r... ......

Deur . . . . - f T S r ^ . .....

//^r

Datum....«■£..: Z.7. ... :~zz.£f.............
Verwysings No ..........
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Dear Friends,

You will probably recall that the fifth  anniversary 
of the foundation of the World Pe?ce Moyenent fnlLs in 

April 1954•

It was, indeed, on April 20th, 1949, that the First 
World Congress was held simultaneously in Paris and Pra,;ue. 
It  saw the laying or the foundations of a powerful Aorld 

Peace Movement.

We are sure that you have already thought of the 
importance that should be accorded to this anniversary. 
Several National Committees have already infonaed us that 
they intend to make such an outstanding event the object of 

special commemoration.

The information we have received gives rise to a
very timely consideration, that of not commemorating the
anniversary outside of our present activity but rather as

part of the current campaign.

Indeed, the anniversary falls at a particularly 
important stage in the work of the Pence Movement, when the 
World Council has proposed the joint holding of an Interna
tional Meeting in 1954 to organisations and personalities 
who desire a relaxation of international tension. The 
National Committees are therefore given the opportunity of 
maKing the World Council of Peace better known in the course 
of their preparations for this Meeting. It is considered to 
be very important that the great principles on which the 
World Peace Movement has always based its activity should be 
brought out during the anniversary, which should also help 
to strengtnen the Peace Movement itself.
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The commemoration ceremonies already planned and 
the various activities which con be undertaken with the 
participation of the members of the World Council, the 
leaders of the National Movements ond representative 
public figares invited to join  in the commemoration, will 
undoubtedly contribute to this end. The Peace Movement is 
therefore presented with a favourable opportunity for 
assimilating the accumulated experience and thus 
its methods of work and strengthening its organisation at 

all levels.

Our Secretariat has decided to tnke certain steps 
likely to be of help in the commemoration of this Filth 
Anniversary. In particular, it is preparing a series ol 
publications specially planned lor this occasion.

It intends to publish a collection ol the speeches 
«nd reports of Professor Joliot-Curie who has done so much 
personally to strengthen the prestige ond efficacy of the 
World Peace Movement. A booklet entitled "Documents nnd 
Resolutions", containing all the official texts adopted by 
the Peace Movement since its toundation, will appear a 
the beginning of April. Lastly, a popular booklet on the 
Aorid Council of Peace, its origin structure. Principles 
and aims, as well as its main activities, will be puuli^heu,

also in April.

We are sure that your National Committee will 
take the most appropriate measures to give the commemoration 
of tnis anniversary the maximum publicity in your country.

Would you please inform us of your plans snd the 

results you obtain.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

For the Secretari--■t of the 
World Council of Peace

Jean Loffitte 

General Secretary
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S E C R E T A R I A T

Vienna, March 30th, 19:
t f j  ] P A I A U  t I A  P H * O U »

Dear Friends ,

Flease find enclosed copies of the appeal 
and the Resolution adopted by the Bureau c ft ..e  ,or 
Council of Peace at its last meeting in \ienna, u.ar

28th-30th.

As you see, the Bureau has decided to con
vene an extraordinary session of the .vorld oouni.il 
in Berlin at the end of May. We shall send you more 

detailed information late-.

«e are conic unicat ing this information to 
the members of the acrid Council in your country by 
the same post, tie should be grateful it you *ouL. 
send us as soon as possible y o u r  proposals for invit 

ations and let us know which *orld
and guests will represent your country at this extra 

ordinary session of the Council.

With kind regards, 

rjwtnk No.........................................:...........

in by ..rr. ......... YourS sinc9r'ily’

u r / # 3 . ^ i r ^ ^ ^ ^ » F o r  the Secretariat of the
, . . .  'f.rZ & fc ....... ......... . world Council of Peace

turn.......•••••<.................................................

rwysings No ........,?.CV*.L..

Ci
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We propose that all provincial and local Councils should 
immediately organise public discussions on this question. This mont,;, 
ror example, the Council is attempting to organise a neeting to be 
addressed by Prof, Bleksley, Prof, Gillman This will
be a big central meeting. /But in addition we a r e . . . .

Dear Friend,

** This is & special circular on the H-fionb and other weapons

of mass destruction*

Ther4 is no doubt that the recent American experiments 
have aroused tne fear and horror of people throughout the world. The 
determination of the US Governnent to forge ahead with the develop
ment of ever more frightful weapons ean only lead to a situation in 
which, in the words of Professor Joliot Curie, "all life on our globe 
would becoae impossible." The criminal irresponsibility of the US Goy*-- 
ment was clearly revealed when it undertook, in response to world 
pressure, to delay the next experiment while it in face, on thevery  
same day, was actually exploding a second bomb. The H-bomb in the har.ds 
of the aggressive US Government which has stated its determination never 
to "loee Indo-Chins at the Conference table, but to win it on the bat"_e 
field" constitutes a frightful threat to the future of all mankind.

The fact that these bombs can destroy vast areas at one blov, 
that radioactive dust can be swQpt distances of 400 and BOO miles in 
one hour according to the size of the bomb, and that South Africa 
one of the major producers of uranium, brings this country, as never 
before, into the front line of any future war. One bomb could wipe ou~ 
the whole of the Witwatersrand and more, destroying all l i fe , vegeta 

'  tion and buildings.

The facts make the demand for the outlawing of weapons of 
mass destruction a natter of life  and death for every man, women and 
child in every corner of the globe. This is an issue, therefore, on 
vhich everybody can be rallied . All that is required is that the tacts 
and our demands be brought to the people. We must o r g a n i s e  a gigantic 
campaign so that the voice of every South African is raised in prote*

The South African Peace Council, as a first step, is issuin 
a leaflet. The heading of this leaflet is "We want to l iv e ,"  for this 
is simply and clearly the issue involved. We are printing initially  
10,000 leaflets but we are determined to pr^nt and distribute lou.oo- 
and more leaflets . This requires money and therefore once again 
earnestly appeal to you to send us every penny you can muster, .o r  o' 
part in the Transvaal we have allreacty initiated steps to raise larg'. 

sums of money.

In  addition the Council has, sent telegrams to various mem
bers of parliament. The telegram reads: "Urge you request immediate 
debate on recent dangerous American H-Bomb explosions. Developments 
of H-Bomb and other weapons of mass destruction constitute a perilou^ 
threat to future of all mankind. Urge you demand production of u ran ii . 
for peaceful purposes and that Government support calling of imnedia 
meeting of great powers to negotiate outlawing of nuclear weapon?.

Furthermore, the Council has issued press statements both 
advance and other papers. In  due course you will receive copies of 

these' statements.
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But 1b  addition wa *ra ^ " g  octitaot with churchman, the Congress

5 E  ; » * ; *  * h “ t n i S ; «
are aattliftg up* wherever poaatble aaargaaoy oc*dtta«0 to carry or. 
tha campaign 19a hopa that W « a  will later continue to function a*, 
peace braaphesV. •#  auggaat t&iat you alao try and cat a very orI*2** 

n a t io n  ta call weeting* to baa* Speakera on tha
*hlse  big'public meetinga and tWsuaanda «f  sa *U  household weetlnga.

Thasa latest thraata tfc world peace fro* tha U8 OOirernme:. 
present a challenge to tha paaca movement. We miat not fall to mee 

this challenge.

Please inform ua of the "^teps you taka.

• ' 1 
louri sincerely,

focretara

'i2 • liti L‘U*>
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Datum.- •— „..C.gfJ......
Verwysmgs N o . ^  -«- W  a^ u , u *

Ths Secretaryt 
Xatal Peace Council, 
P.O. Box 700,
Durban

Deer friend,

We cannot understand why j w  h m  received aa letters frea u .  
Tour letters of 16, 17 and 19 Marc* ear* replied te la a latter dated SBth 
March. In this letter wa pointed oat that there had baea saaa difficulty 
with our box which haa no* bean rectified aad alee that the reaaen for the 
delay in replying to you wee the fact that Z aaa eat ef town. Va tope this 
clsrlfles the poeltlen.

ve are Very plaaaad to recelwe the eeapleted ferme of support 
from the varloue trede unions. Sowover, we feel that yew a euld xo further. 
Ve would like similar support frea ether ergaoleatlaaa aad ladlwlduala.
What about U thulie , the EXC, Or ■sicker etc. etc. Plaaaa also get people rtt 
have not in the peat supported our aaweaeat.

In our laet letter wa replied to all the points raised in your 
earlier letters.

With regsrd to the exhibition Material I wust. unfortunately in
form you that it baa been absolutely lapoaelble to collect anything. The 
reaeons for this ars as follows. Firstly, financial difficult!ee hawe pre
vented us froa either buying or printing photographs. Secondly, we hawe 
been buey preparing the E-boob caapalgn and thirdly we hewe been sowing 
our offices. Ws must point out again that la order to keep a supply of 
exhibition material It le neccesary to have Money. While your Council con
tinues to fail to send us financial aeslstence it will be exceedingly diffi
cult to collect thie material.

Bulletin! Ws haws Just re-organised our work in thie connection 
and froa thla aonth on you will receive regular coplee. Please lnfora ua 
how many you require for distribution in Xatal. Ws hops to bring the balle- 
tin out in printed fora in the near future. This again depends on what 
financial support we receive froa the centres, ws would also like to increa
se the circulation by etleaat another 2,000.

You no doubt received our telegraa and cirwulnr on the H-Beab 
Caapalgn. *e have printed 30,000 Leaflets. Yesterday we sent you 1000 
leaflets of tne flret 4,000 we recelwed froa the printere. Please lnfora 
how many aore you re ulre, but do not ask for oars unlese you accoopany
your repeat vith a contribution towards tbs oasts. Thsss leaflets hawe all
ready coat about CO0 and we hope to be able to print another 70,000 atleadt.

/IX  is .............



It ia Important that your Council conduct o really energetic oampalgn 
on this question. Wo oro preparing o letter to bo sent to Individuals 
and organisations In connoctlon with tho oampalgn. A copy of the leaf- 
lot *111 be enclosed with oach letter. In tho letter ws ask for their 
eupprt, that they should help 1th mon*v, call mootings and paee reso
lutions. We will send you copies of the letter for distribution in 
Natal. Try and get every possible organisation to paae a resolution on 
the demands Incorporated In the leaflet) even Branches Of organisations 
should have talks on the subject and pass resolutions

The S.A. Peace Council wired varloue ■smbsra of parliament to 
raise the question In the House and «e elao published s press statement.

Please get more Trade Unlone to pass resolutions. loop ue 
Informed of all developments and particularly of the text end details 
of a .l  resolutions by organisations, house and public meetlnga.

Thank you for your C uncil minutes. 1 hope you will continue 
to send them.

Incidentally, the H-Bomb campaign ehouid be linked with the 
Africa for Feace and >orld Meeting campaign*. With regard to the 
latter it ia clear that a relaxation of tenelon will aaalet a eettle- 
.:.snt on atomic po- or queatlona and that auch a or Id moating w in  
asaiat in bringing about a relaxation.

Yours alncarely,

8ocretarv
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The 1 ear elarffioT^**
••r id  Pm c i  Council,
M ltli Sla,
n&ra

Dear M i n d s , *

I  hays to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated Itth 
sod copies of tho resolutions of m o Bureau want by you on March J

In thla regard we unfortunately hnwe to roport that oar prog- 
rooo contlnnoo to be very elew. V# think it would bo ueeful if  you 
were to write immediately to thn pooplo Mentioned by ue in wi oorllor
lottor.

Vo are obit to roport that support for tho n a q o ln i  
Mooting boo now boon given by tho followin'*

of tho

Congrooi 
i Union *

South African Indian 
Twine acd Bag Vorkoro Union - Durban 
Food and Canning Verkere Union •  Durban 
Hatal Box, Broom and irunh Vorkoro Union •  Durban 
Hatal Chemical and Allied Vorkoro Union •  Durban 
Hatal Dairy Vorkars Union - Durban.

%

Vo bopo to bo abla to roport nuch bottor

j

progroao within tho ■ 
o* 9o do not think it 

to oot up o national preparatory connlttee but we fill  
try to got o Joint otatonont laauod whan wo boro obtainod tho support of 
broader elements.

ne>t two weeks. wo ars continuing with our aproaohaa 
will bo poasibls ‘

Vs hays initiated a nation wide eaapalgn on tho to ooaoo
H-Bomb experiments and for the banning of weapona of naoo dsatruotion. 
Aa firs*, steps we have ioeued 30 ,OCX) copies of tho enclosed leaflet wh 
are being distributed at bua ques, factor!oo and houooo. Vo hope to pr

which
are oeing distributed at bua quoe, fsctoriso and houooo. Vo hope to print 
another 70,000 of these shortly. In addition tho queetion la being raised 
in many organisations. During tbs last few days, for exanple, resolutions 
of protest against the experlnents end for tho banning of B end A Bombsi banning
were passed by tbs Twine and Bag Workers Union, n Conference of FOetlval 
workers called by the TranoYaal Youth restival Conmlttee for Peace, Frieo- 
dsMp and fiacial Harmony and a nesting of o branch of tho Tranavaal Ind
ian Youth Congrea a .^Hundreds or otner organiaatiOM have boon sect loaf  
lets and otbsr material and namr are helping in the distribution of 
lsaflets. ‘ ■

an-/
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t t t w o M  od  th« qo»«ttoc of ^f*-ui^Snlv«r»lty of

5 T  ■ ''» & * & ?  « - b*r*

parli«®«ot '■•**• 8*nx’
o f  p a r i i

Yours •inc«r«ly»

MOT
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r̂ mi* , April 12th , 1954.

South African Peace Council 
(South Africa)

Dear Friends,

We hope that the letter containing the texts 
adopted by the Bureau of the Ho Id Council at its last 
aeetirig in Vienna has reached you. It was 3ent off on 
March 31st.

I

As you will have seen, the Bureau decided to 
convene an Extraordinary Session of the World Council 
of Peace in Berlin at the end of May. Following 
consultation with Professor Joliot-Cune it hae been
decided to hold the session from May i>3rd-28th.

A very thorough examination cf the international 
situation led the Bureau to stress, in its General 
Resolution, the importance of such a meeting at this 
time and to emphasise the need to ensure that the maximum 
number of Council members attend. Furthermore, the Bureau 
considered that a special effort should be made at this 
Courcil to bring all the forces of the Movement into 
action for Peace and that to do this it .would be necessary 
to naaice sure tnat representatives of the main national 
and interna^lorni popular organisations which suoport the 
Movement take part.

We are sure that you will do everything possible 
along theae lines to enaole your country to send a <?ood 
delegation to this session.

Since time is short, wc nbculd very much litre to 
receive as soon as possible the names and addresses of 
such people S3 you think should be invited by oui* 
Secretariat or by trie President himself. We propose 
j-end a nurber of invitntions cut immediately and v.e shall 
ijhort iy "ending you the ljut of t.no3e we are inviting 
1 rr>» your country.
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In addition, we thank you for your letter of 6th Harch and 
for tha useful information It contains cn your activities. In a 

days time we sn&l.l b€ tending you 8 letter explaining th©
»edn ideas discussed by ths Bureau relative to the International 
Besting, le will also write to*tne Reverend Blawhall, as you have 
suggested*

We hope for an early reply.

With good Wishes,

Yours sincerely,

For the Secretariat of the 
World Council of Peace

- 'i i  - -

Jean LAFTITTE
General Secretaiy

\
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SOUTH A7RICA* PEACE

Bewysstuk H4„ : ...................  ^  H %  <0)1105t8f "•■J

C^ryby ........ ........................................ J0HkNHB8HJRG. !

T e ............................

Dear FrienJ^**11111..........
Verwysin^s No..<j?'...........

T ,i  „ . This was the warning issued last October by Professor
Joliot-Curie, eminent French'scientist * 1

" It  is after haring thought at length-aj# In welghins 
my words that I speak of a terrible danger. H I  of 
us here have still fresh In our minds the havoc 
wrought by the last war,' the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki . . # Believe me, I can assure you that- 
the atomic and hydrogen bombs which have been 
perfected and produced for some years, represent a 
considerably higher power of destruction ... With 
hydrogen bombs, the power of which can be increased 
to a diabolical degree, it can be foreseen that their 
oxplosion^wouid terMm * U  J l f g  Qfi o y

nM nf^ncn^ H’ b° mb experimental explosions in the Pacific, and the 
earning! 7 °  f a d in g  scientists, amply support this grave

•» ci a n r » + - K  ^n° ^ ? rs a8°» wken the H-bomb was dropped on an 
t S U  the Pacific , it carved a cavern capable of containing 

™  cJrPses of the entire human race. On March 1st a more

that^rnnnoH Wfls dropped - six hundred times more powerful than 
that dropped on Hiroshima, and equal to 6 million tons of T N T - t ‘

in £~S3d * l t n ? P°?hr ’ equivalent t0 a^1 the T .N .T . bombs dropped 4*1
h!mh 5 L  H  nci‘ i osts wil1 ond with an explosion of a t*
SfJh m i?2n tim es  as powerful as the Hiroshima bomb, reaching a force 
or about 50 million tone of T .N .T . 1

U s rnvprnmoni?CHMerCh lst a*?d 26th experiments conducted by the 
5 ‘ hnm S S  ! revealed conretely the terrible force of
H-bombs. The reports show that fishermen many hundreds of miles

si-pnt hvG.H nHUrre+ ra^i°octive burns; that radioactive dust cen be 
H mrtv ’ inds, at a height of 27 miles, a distance of 400 miles 

thf ^  in j 0ur’ th°t  i f  a bomb were dropped on Johannesburg

rarmhfifh. S i Cc+inf urenium producer, towns as far distant as 
►tarmbaths rno Standerton would be destroyed.

ti <3 a* 4 Mt' rch 31st, Mr. Lewis Strauss, Chairman of the
b n tb  ?c h ?£rfy Commission, stated; "The nature of the hydrogen 

orab is such that it cen be made as large as you wish - as large as

i iSr“ n n t peqVlrement dGmands* It can be made large enough to 
Wipe out the entire population of the metropolitan area of Now York
- an area with a pop-, lotion of more than 15 ,000 ,000? "

rnnounced onP£ i S I i § f* intJS25t3'2°*1 VTot« s t s  th* American Government I 
i-nmh on. ?ch f6th, that it postponing further hydrogen • w(
tomb tests pending the institution of ’’safety measures " On ' the1’ - 
very same day the United States military authorities set o f f *  k
second hydrogen bomb explosion in X  S c l f l c .  8

Dower of thi doludo ourselves by thinking that the- very
fact t n ? i £ing woaP °n ^-11 prevent it ever being used. In
fact, t.*e atom bomb has been used twice-in rar end President

nitSn m ? r ;r Statc^ at the Unitod Notions assembly last Bocember , 
our armed servicesV» v*rt“ a lly achieved conventional stetus within 
concerned S  f* As *ong a6 ° as W * .  declared he "was 
-hoSlJn« « I  I  apparently growing opinion that the Unitod States 
should never drop the atom bomb f ir s t ’*, and continued ,

* . - * i •

/  "To m y ...
____________________________________I Z I Z z  .



"To my mine’ , the use of the atom bomb v-ould be on this 
basis.  Docs it rdventege me or does it not when I got 
into war? If  I felt the material destruction I was 
going to accomplish ras not equal to some morel or 
greet reaction the other ray, then I would abstain.

_thought ^ho net advantage would be on rav side.
I -ould use it lnstantfT~ '  ----------- 1----*

On the eve of the Berlin Conference, Field Marshal Montgomery 
proclaimedt " I  would never refuse any weapon . . .  I hope that if  
c-nyond attacked us v/e would use everything we had at the outset ,,,
I think you can assume, i f  war starts, that both sides if  they 
nave got atomic weapons will use them." While Mershal of the 
R .A .F . , Sir John Slessor broadcast during the Berlin telksi " I f  
there were another world shooting war, the atom and the hydrogen 
bomb would be used beyond any shadow of doubt."

Those r-ords should be imoresaed onBSYONt ANY SHADOW OF DOUBT, 
all-of us.

This question is not one thet can or should be left 
to the politicians and scientists alone. This question is the 
direct concern of every man, woman and child in the world . It is 
a matter of life  anc death to you - whatever your class, race, 
colour or political outlook.

It  lies within our po*er, in the hands of the million*
or ordinary people to prevent the use of H-Bombs and above all to
prevent the outbreak of a new world war, if  only we raise our
voices sufficiently strongly. V/e call on the people of South Africe,
on every organisation, church, society, trade union and individual 
to spetk up. 1 *

There arc many things which can be done in this 
dangerous situation! You can talk to your friends and explain why 
end how everyone is affected. You can get the Peace Council to 
send e speaker to address any society to Hiich you belong. You can 
get your organisation to adopt a resolution demanding - An immediate 
stop to dangc-rOus Hydrogen bomb tests end experiments ; the baning, 
under strict international control, of atomic weapons; an immediate 
necting between Britain, America, the U .S .S .R . , Franco end China, 
to settle their disputes by negotiation and conclude a lasting 
pact of peace open to all other countries: - and you can send your 
resolution to the press and to the Peace council. You can get the 
Peace Council to send you copies of the enclosed leaflet for 
distribution to your friends. You can send e donation to the Peacc 
Council and you cen join in  the work of the Council.

"We want to l iv e "  is 
the fa d e  of threat of the H-Bomb. 
Sure you wXll gilay-yniir -pnarw-.,

the simple demand of all of us in 
Scv-one^dEnw'tiflBetri^lllBnt*. We ^re

Yours sincerely,

c m m * .



V ( l o l ) * 

/

SOUTH AFRICAN PEACE COUNCIL

P .O .Box  10528 
3b Somerset House 
110 Fox Street
j o h  mrssBuaq

12th A p r i l , 1954

STATEMENT BY PROFESSOR BLEKSLEY ON THE HYDROGEN SOilB

l'A single hydrogen bomb is capable of devastating the biggest 

city in the world. The effects  would be allmost indescribable.

"A very considerable proportion of the population would b 
b illed  outright. The fate of the immediate survivors vould be l it t le ,  
i f  a ta ll ,  better. Terribly burned, crippled or buried beneath faller 
i-ubble, there vould be l itt le  hope of their  being rescued. Medical n , 

ther services are bound, as in Hiroshima, to be hopelessly disrupt-' ..
l l  normal activity  would be brougt to a s ta n d st ill ,  and great numbt-r 

of homeless, destitute people might die of hunger and exposure.

" I f  a great city were devatated the whole surrounding country
side would be also thrown into unimaginable ruin and ^u,tress.

"There is  no effective  defence against such weapons.

"Sv n i f  it  were po ssible , which it is not, to carry out an 
effective policy of the dispersion of populations, where could they be 
dispersed? The lesson of the Japanese fishermen is clear. You cannot 
t e ll  where the deadly radio-active debris would land. If  lonely fish'.r-- 
men in  the vast expense of the Pacific  were a ffeeted , how much more 
terrible would the effects oe in  populated areas?

u\ mass of radio-active dust could be carried and do damage, 
up to three hundred miles away from the explosion. I f  a bomb w e r e ^ :- 
dropped on Johannesburg, deadly dust could sett-e on lonely Free St t 
firms and the people <there fa ta lly  affected without even knowing what 

as happening to them u n t ill  it  ^ as too late for medical science, if  

available., to assist  them.

"The tests that have been carried out w ill  have served a use
fu l  purpose i f  they bring home to thousands of millions of people the 
terrible menace of war, to every single man w om an and child .

"Previously , v.nen war came, \e comforted ourselves with tf 
thought that "the other bloke w i l l  get i t . "  The last war brought tlr 
. .nger back from the front line to the big industrial  c it ie s .

"Today, the front line is  where the wind blows.

" It  is  no service to science or to humanity to conceal the 
extend of the danger. Every scientist  knows that the hydrogen bomb 

can destroy man.

" I  would like the common man to be aroused, to be dr-termin'- i 
to preserve peace. So determined that he w i l l  n>t tolerate leaders wlo 
talK  war.

Johannesburg 13th \pril ,1954 .

For Secretary S .A .  Peace Council,



SOUTH AFRICAN PEACE COUNCIL.

P .O . Box 10528, 

JOHANNESBURG.

12th A pril , 1954.

V  •

Dear Friend,

This was the_warning issued .last October by Professor
Joliot-Curie, eminent French sci'enti-st s ---

■ 'It  is after having thought at length and in  weighing 
my words that I speak of a terrible danger. A ll  of 
us here have s t i l l  fresh in  our minds the havoc 
wrought by the last war, the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Hagasaki . . .  Believe me, I can assure you that 
the atomic and hydrogen bombs which have been 
perfected and produced for some years, represent a 
considerably higher power of d e s t r u c t io n .. .  With 
hydrogen bombs, the power of which can be increased 
to a d iabolical  degree, it  can be foreseen that their 
explosion would risk  making all  l ife  on our globe 
impossible«11

The recent H-bomb experimental explosions in  the Pacific , and the 
opinions of many other leading scientists , amply support this grave 
warning.

Two years ago, when the H-bomb was dropped on an 
island in the P a c ific ,  it  carved a cavern capable of containing 
the corpses of the entire human race. On March 1st a more 
powerful bomb was dropped - six  hundred times more powerful than 
that dropped on Hiroshima, and equal to 6 m illion tons of T .N .T .  - 

in devastating power, equivalent to a ll  the T .N .T .  bombs dropped 
in  r orld ’"ar 2 . The new tests w ill  end with an explosion of a 
bomb 2 ,4 0 0  times as powerful as the Hiroshima bomb, reaching a force 

of about 50 million tons of T .N .T .

The March 1st and 26th experiments conducted by the 
U .S .  Government have revealed conretely the terrible force of 
H-bombs. The reports show that fishermen many hundreds of miles 
away have incurred radioactive burns; chat radioactive dust can be 
sv-ept by winds, at a height of 2 7 miles, a distance of 400 miles 
and more in an hour; that i f  a bomb were dropped on Johannesburg 
the world 's  leading uranium producer, towns as far distant as 
uarmbaths and Standerton would be destroyed.

On March 31st, Mr. Lewis Strauss, Chairman of the 
U .S .  Atomic Energy Commission, stated: "The nature of the hydrogen 
bomb is such that it  can be made as large as you wish - as large as 
tho military requirement demands. It  can be made large enough to 
wipe out the entire population of the metropolitan area of New York

- an area with a population of more than 1 5 , 000 , 000 . "

♦ . r»-

Following international protests the American ‘Government 
announced, on March 26th. that it  ™as postponing further hydrogen 
bomb tests pending the institutio n  of "safety  measures." On the 
very same day the United States  m ilitary  authorities set off a 
second hydrogen bomb explosion in the P a c ific .

Vic cannot delude ourselves by thinking that the very 
power of this horrifying weapon w il l  prevent it  ever being used. In 
fact, t.ic atom bomb has been used twice in war and President 
Eisenhower seated at the United Nations Assembly last December : 
"Atomic weapons have v irtually  achieved conventional status Vvithin 

our armed serv ices ."  As long ago as 195l? he declared he "was 
concerned at the apparently growing opinion that the United States 
should never drop the atom bomb f i r s t " ,  and continued ;

/  "To m y .. .



"To ray ■mine', the use of the atom bomb would be on this 
basis . Does it  advantage me or does it  not when I get 

into war? I f  I felt  the material destruction I was 
going to accomplish was not equal to some morel or 
great reaction the other way, then I would abstain.
I f  I thought tho net advantage would be on my side ,

I v-puld use it instantly . "

On the eve of the Berlin  Conference, Field Marshal Montgomery 

proclaimed: " I  would never refuse any weapon . . .  I hope that if  
anyone attacked us we would use everything we had at the o u ts e t . . .

I think you can assume, i f  war starts, that both sides i f  they 
have got atomic weapons w ill  use them.” While Marshal of the 
R . A . F . , Sir  John Slessor broadcast during the Berlin talks: " I f  
there were another world shooting war, the atom and the hydrogen 

bomb would be used beyond any shadow of doubt."

BEYOND ANY SHADOVT OF DOUBT. Those words should be impressed on 

a ll  of us.
This question is not one that can or should be left  

to the politicians  and scientists  alone. This question is the 
direct concern of every man, woman and child in the world . It  is 
a matter of l i fe  and death to you - whatever your class, race, 

colour or polit ical  outlook.

It  lies  within our power, in the hands of the millions 

of ordinary people to prevent the use of H-Bombs and above all  to 
prevent the outbreak of a new world war, i f  only we raise our 
voices suffic iently  strongly. We call  on the people of South Africa , 
on every organisation, church, society, trade union and individual 

to-sperk up.

There are many things which can be done in  this 
dangerous situation : You can talk to your friends and explain why 
end how everyone is affected . You can get the Peace Council to 
send a speaker to address any society to which you belong. You can 
get your organisation to adopt a resolution demanding - An immediate 
stop to dangerous Hydrogen bomb tests and experiments 5 the baning, 
under strict international control, of atomic weapons; an immediate 
meeting between Britain , America, the U . S . S . R . , France and China, 

to settle their disputes by negotiation and conclude a lasting 
pact of peace open to a ll  other countries; - and you can send your 
resolution to the press and to the Peace Council. You can get the 
Peace Council to send you copies of the enclosed leaflet  for 
d istribution  to your fr ie n d s .  You can send a donation to the Peace 

Council and you can join in  the work of the Council.

"We want to l i v e "  is the simple demand of a ll  of us in 

the fade of threat of the H-Bomb. No^cme -dare 'itemanjx silent * We ^re  

s are you w ill  lil^y :yaur .pasrtL.

Yours sincerely,



*  -

S O U T H  A F R I C A N  P E A C E  C O U N C I L

\ \ .  P *# * " # X  *■ •* * •  ^  J t l A N N E S B I I I ^

, K\ *  Bcwysstuk No.... .........  ^  (\ *

V  G«kry by........& 4 $ Z £ s X f ....................... ......../ )

\  Dew...................................................U  • ^
,  4  T o ................................^ J l G s T ......................* *

Dr*«m...........  ......... 12th April, 1954

De^r Friend,Verw ~ s \ » < £ x' ...............................

A iew we<rKS aS ° we wrote to you in connection with the Pronosed
lAM+frn n M  meeting of all persons and organisations who desire a re
laxation of international tonsion.

the ’ ‘nnirt pt«K! X T  U  has become clear that the proposal of
the orId Peace Council has been given support by pacifist, relisdous

the world! organisations both internationally and in many parts

. . _ "^e recent H-Bomb explosions have revealed very clearlv the

b?r£ b^ t fa?l lie! K1? for ^  <* ^  if  i n & K r  w M
V  + ut: 4-s clear that the need to still further brinfl about a re

lation  in international tension in order to lay the basis for a last-

: ' f rf ^ ° % and fot the possibility of international agreement on the 
g 01 nuclear weapons, has become even more imperitive*

In these circumstances, the proposed world meeting aaanmPR an

t l Z f n T f Z  r ? ? rt3SC5- There can be §°ubt that such a aeeting?
?*an?nJ ? } and, free discussion, will in itself be an important
factor in the relaxation of international tension.

°^r letter we enclosed a form to be returned to th'->
-outh African Peace Council, v/e have not yet received any reply from' 
you. ^ay v,e onee again a«Jk you to complete the form dfcd rrturn it to

?U n0 lonSer .havo the form and you would lika further infor
mation please* communicate ith us at the above address.

Yours sincerely,

3S£H-



T H E  B R I T I S H  P E A C E  C O M M I T T E E

H I  c m  H<*AI). LONDON. K.C.I T.lepbonf CLErken*eU 0S83-S

S-uth African Paaca Counoil, 

P .O . Boa. 1C328,

Johannesburg,
South Africa.

D e a r  F r i a n d u ,

T h a n *  y o u  f 6 r  y o u r  W f c t e r  o f

U a r o h  r a ^ a i t i n t  p h o t o j r a p h a  f o r  y c u r  

e x n i k i t i c m .  V ' r J i a p ^  y o u  w o u l d  l e t  u e  k n o w

aort of photographs you raquir*t

W i t h  g o o d  w i g h e * .

Yours ainoaraly.

1 2 t h  A p r i l ,  1 9 5 5

W i l l i a ®  W & i n w r i f c h t  
S e o r a t a r y .
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