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UNITED .DEMOCRATIC FRONT

'"P <̂ _ C-OOi.’s-vJ.

MINlJITiS OF THE ’JDF N.E.C. MEETING HELD ON 1 AND 2 JUNE 198-1 AT TIE RO'TD-BOSCJ 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN CAPE TOWN '
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1. PRESENT
V„«- «•

iv

n Mnetha (Chair)
A Gumede;
P LwVc^3 - 
P Molefe .
C Saloojse 
M Ramqohir 
M Valli
M Chikane ------
G du Plessi*
A Mokoena 
Y Mahomed 
J Coovadia (Chair)
E Ngoyi 
P Msutho 
D Swortz 
P Manilal 
S Tshwete 
S Ndzota 
B Maape 
J Khasu 
M Lesia 
C Caroluus 
A Boraine 
C Tinto 
T Manuel 
J Marks

APOLOGIES

A Sisulu 
C Nqakula 
M Stcfiie 
N Bouhomme 
.M Xundu 
G Supersadh 
R Saloojee 
H Hlalethwa

MINUTES OF 'PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read and were adopted. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

4.1 CONSTITUTION

4.2
+jS}‘r-2 •- ■

t.t'M ll #4 k.*'

> 1

^negotiate for central
- , ,--- --7—  ''r“. i ^ “̂vw^jHeiice£ortli the N.E.C.
vrould an r> ̂ l ^ r l e y  * n 3 / n r f B ^ ^ O T te in .
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4.2.2 The General Secretary was asked to work out another 

M S  previous schedule

4.3 WDRK5H0F FOR N.E.C. 

4.3.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

r e f l l l t " ^  h a f  h^'at >>aS ? nuted ™  the workshop, did not

p e n F e d S ^ « a d :  “P0"’ ^  "dnutes

The workshop must be organised to assist N.E C me-iberc

^ T l ? s o \ t T T l  >** a Front shouW function 
and also to deal with the contradictions within the Front".

2cret"ries ” Con^uction with the Regional
becret^ries is to make arrangements for the workshop.

5. REPORTS

t\ ths workshop should take place after
.ugust z„nd Elections for the Tricameral Parliament*

he

:-l OFFICERS REPORT

m X  s l c t l S V o f S  report*12and'ntha->th “
yard stick used to assess the tenons " ’"‘S deflIla'-e

5.2. REGIONAL REPORTS

5 ,2 ,1 ~ 7 _ ^  re?0rt °f thS Natal Re^icn received.
MSC: 3S 000 signatures were ccllectcd accordir-

5.2.2

«; "> l

to the report.

Mffltha vas reported to be a irajor obstacle.
1 M s  ca* “ed with the Anti-Election Campaign. 

Western Cape

5.2.2.1

5.2.1.2
5.2.1.3

5.2.2.2

5.2.2.3

5.2.2.4

5.2.3 Transvaal

5.2.3.1
5.2.3.2
5.2.3.3

5.2.3.4
5.2.3.5

5,2.4
• \:-

'Border

b S s  ™ i ^ . Si^ tUreS C°lleCted a docr-to-door

Published MSC form with space for

Electfon^r6p* bUt thC reSp0nse not encouraging. 
f n S J  P?nsioners and civil servants were bein*

Parliament^ er “ TOterS for 1

P a r ^ l ^ ™ "  diffe™ «  between the Labour 
Party and the UDr is not veiy clear to the masses.

|ere is

^  a ~ s U de“  “ b° t h  ° f  * * ~ a l

Th- Na-:̂ ,r^f?-ViSed tC addre5S the problems.
were advised to assist the

S t h e  a c ? W 5‘t0 arr£^8e a meeting of the R.E.C.,
iv^sts, as a way 0f motivating the activists

c-
»£ j.r*

i.;5.2,4,l^ NSC: 30 000 s u tu r e s h a v e .'b e e n  collected . MSC 
v units have been .set up, ’**.*•

,:-^.-yaa. i M * 2ae ™ e r e g i o n i s  Experiencing .problem o f b litz e s  beine 
^raiMia........  , _  -.disrupted by .the /police. V ' - * - •'* g
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: u:i 5.2.4.3 Sane signatures collected in Grahamstovn, which 
{ . ls considered as part of the Boarder Region, were

sent to the Eastern Cape.
5.2.4.4 Region requested that National officers be sent

to the Border Region to look into the problem between 
the Region and the Youth Congress.

5.2.5 Northern Cape

^  1 600 signatures have been collected. 
b.Z.5.2 Two MSC committees have been set up in Kimberley 

. and Vryburg.
5.2.5.3 The Region experiences a problem n-r ia/-v c-p v>Ecic 

organisational skills.
5.2.5.4 The state of organisation in the Indian and coloured 

areas is very weak.
5.2.5.5 The Western Cape Region is willing to help with redia 

organisation in the Northern Cape.
5.2.6 Eastern Cape

9  H * H  ÎSC: *7 °9° signatures have been collected,
v C ‘ Co-ordination and leadership is a problem in the

' youth7 areas* ’nie leadership role is played by

5.2.6.3 Fosatu^has been requested to allow UDF activist1;

«; ? ft 4 tE volunteers collect signatures at Fosatu meetings.
“ * “ Lab?ur P2rty 1S taking an upper hand in the °

coloured areas.

6- UNITED NATIONS

clnpaig^?reed that the RSC fi£Ure be Presented t0 thc UN at the end of the

7- *?hTHODS

8.1 It was noted that new methodologies had to be developed.

8.2 The MSC has to be used effectively to prove the incorrectness of t*e

rnnit^a^ 0n lgures claijned by the Labour Party and other pro-* constitution J ^constitution groups 

'8. ELECTIONS

8,2

8.3

8.4

The following decisions were taken regarding the elections:

8.1 that the UDF makes a national call to the people of South Africa to 
boycott the elections for the Tri-caneral Srtiment 
that the masses of our people be niade aware that it is not illegal to 
boycott the elections. A leaflet must be produced to this effect 

^  recommended to regions to form Joint Planning Councils* 
rWTVT fx£cctlve campcin against the elections. (In

Officers _ towards Xthe formation of S & J ? *  ^  ^
that anti-elections meetings be organised throughout the country.
These meetings would culminate in mass national rallies to be addressed 
by a speaker from Swapo of Namibia. ■ ^uiessea

lr'- r : S °5-th? 13^  19 Â s t ^  been‘ <*o«n for rallies to
climax the anti-election campaign, • During, the same weekend, the

r anniversary of the UDF will be celebrated, ‘-TV-; 2xi~-
[8.6 Transvaal is Xo be regarded as a priority-.region for the speaker frcn

s s m r n n .  • : _ v
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I 6.7 Tactics.on how to handle reactionary parties would be determined cn

the basis of material conditions in each region. The same position
, e sharing of platforms with collaborators and government 

oincials or agents.

8.8 *;»the ®nd °f the Elections, the Front must challenge those with 
32t polo, and below, to resign.

5.9 The National Secretariat ana the National Treasurv n\i~t fcrrulate ?.
I national strategy for the Anti-Election Campaign.'
8.10 •The anti election thrust must link to the resnovals ox Africans an

other key issues facing this conmunity.

9. INTERNATIONAL RELATION’S

9*1 KEPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE KrD WENT ABROAD

9.1.1 ’/Let Live Prize"

Cassim reported that whilst in Sweden, he and Murphy (who 
was still abroad) met; the Editor of Arbertet (the Swedish 
minister who handed over the prize on Sunday 27 May 1984 
in Malmb), seme political parties and other organisations.

/**\ .s ^ P ression was that the Front is perceived as a very
significant and powerful resistance movement in the country. 
The support for the Front was very substantial.

9*1*1 Centre Against Apartheid

Cassim further reported that at an event of top religious 
.eaders of the world, held at the UN Centre Against Apartheid

New Constitution^16 ^  ^  ^  «  the*

9*2 GENERAL OVERSEAS PUBLICITY VORK

VaHi gave a brief report of his six weeks publicity work overseas.

9.2.1 Countries and groups

Some of the countries he visted are; Canada, U.K. West
Germany, U.S.A. and Holland, His report indicated that several 
organisations were met. *

r >.MINUTES OF N.E.C. MEETING OF U 2  JUNE 1984 - ,
* • 4

10. ’ SWAZILAND

9.2.2 Anniversary of UDF

Support groups abroad would consider call in? *0r an Intern-rirr^ 
Day.of Solidarity with the UDF and the ueoplelf ? A  ^  
Anniversary of the Front.

A Form is being circulated, to be signed by OTBcr-sation*; 
rejecting the New Constitution. g ls“10nE

There is a need to keep the .African Diplomats inforaed about

*5* C0UntI>'- <A b°°klet b T p S t a e don a regular basis and sent to them.) 

y*/.i> There is a need to follovv-up the work already done abroad.

/ 9.2.6 SACC Booklet on Removals made a very big impact in church 
/ and organisational circles, * rui

9*2,7 foJSd ^  a .F o rei^  delations Sub-Committee must be
formed, The Secretariat was charged with that responsibility."

9.2.3

9.2.4

9.2.5

1 0 1  ■ a 1 £ , L  S V £ tlCM: Publicity Secretary was instructed to write a 

5  &  £ 2 ^ * . ? ! ? ““  >» is to state the
Repression.
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10.2 The National Officers must gc to KaNgwane, assess the conditions 
. there and prepare briefing notes for Regions,

11. NKCMATI

11.1 UDF Position: It was decided that the natter of the position of the 
Front on Nkomati should be referred to the Sub-Con^iittee on Forei'-i 
Relations. **

11.2 The National Publicity Secretary must write a letter to President 
Machel impressing upon him that it is the right of the S,A people 
to define their own struggle.

12. P.K. BOTHA

A letter must be written to the South African Bishop’s Conference askin'* 
them to communicate to the Pope the position of the Front on P.K, *s trin 
ii r̂oad with the view to persuading the papal states to understand cur view.

NATIONAL HOUSING CONFERENCE

15.1 REPORT ON PREPARATION

13.1.1 The Diaxonia is willing to sponsor the conference, i.e. 
the conference must be under their auspices,

13.1.2 The 23rd or 30th June are suggested dates for the fir^t 
consultative meeting on the conference,

13.1.3 A maximum of 5 people per region was su?r,rsted.

13.1.4 It was agreed that the matter be taken back to the Regions 
and that the feed-back be given to Cde, Yunus Mahomed within 
ten days of the N.E.C, meeting,

14. RESTRUCTURING

14.1 PUBLICITY

14.1.1 It was noted that a properly equiped office for Publicitv
O  Research and Information would facilitate the work of the*

Front in that respect.

14.].2 The office should have telex and photo-copying facilities.

14.1.3 The National Publicity Secretary was mandated to set-up a 
sub-committee to fulfil this function,

14.1.4 The National Officers must set-up a labour unit to address 
labour problems and relations with unions,

14. 2 / 'NATIONAL OFFICE

14.2.1 Administration: It was decided tliat an efficient administrativ: 
person be employed for.the National Office,

. 14'2*2 . Jhe National Officers and the National Treasurer were mandated*
• • * to interview applicants,

j ’ - 14*2,3 The Transvaal Region was instructed to stop using the National 
lm Qitice te.epnone, to apply for t!\e;.r own and to pay their 

-■ - rental h^efoRh,.-;;
2.4 -—The Natipmal'TVo^nrrSv , ■ -14

. to debit to tht
■ - - - Region a H  ^ r  Office, In the
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'vl event of allocations, all money owed to the National Office 
is to be deducted immediately.

Transvaal is to return all National Office keys to the 
National Office.

Patrick Lephunya is no longer a paid worker in the National 
Office.

The N.E.C. ratified the National Secretariat decision tk-ti 
the National Officiers must play the role of org2nisers. ^

iii& ii.c.ui iatificd the of the Nnticnsl T"e2.ci,T’'’
to employ Cde Johnson Khasu for the Northern Cape Region..

14.2.9 The National Treasury was empowered to determine the 
salary for Jomo.

14.2.10 The National Treasury was given the mandate to employ 
rural organisers once resources are available.

•  15. FINANCES

C O
15.1 GROTS

The decision taken by the National Secretariat regarding grants to 
Regions was ratified by the N.E.C.

15.1.1 New Grants: The three major regions, Natal, Transvaal and 
Western Cape were each granted R8 000. Northern Cape, Border 
and Eastern Cape were each granted R2 000.

15.1.2 Further grants would be given were resources available.

15.2 STATEMENTS

It was decided that all regions submit their audited statements to 
the National Office within two (2) weeks of the N.E.C. meeting.
Failure on the part of the regions would lead to the National 
Treasury with-holding grants due to those regions.

15.3 Regions must carry the responsibility of transporting N.E.C. membersi 
in their regions. \£  in their regions

Q  15.4 GRANTS FOR RURU WORK

15.4.1 Western Cape: It was agreed that the R5 000 grant already
advanced to the Western Cape be treated as separate from’ their 
general budget.

j| 15.4.2 Transvaal: R6 000 (six thousand rand) must be made available 
{ . to the Transvaal Region once money is available. (The grant

would be for work in the Northern Transvaal.)

16. DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONS

The National Officer must develop a system of monitoring the development 
of regions. It was noted that Regions could not forever be regarded as 
major and small without a definite strandard used to determine which are * 
major and vita-versa, - t.V.-.

• ‘ a\-' •*
1 7,, • kms * ■ • . = .• ■

j :* >- .. '
17.1 Cde Abrey Mokoena raised’the'issUe'of"the N.E.C*s responsibility *

.•in terns of building t h e T M : ^ r ^ £ q i S t e d ' o u t '  that the N.E.C. '*•
- <  . v; .--could not be held responsible had never been

. j forwarded for discussion It was noted

i . , S. -v,.; t  ■!
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l :

18.

O

\r?V
(

- that the task of building the RMC is that of the structural regions 
of the RMC. The N.E.C. could, if approached, help'frcm time to 
time.

17.2 The RMC Natal and Transvaal are to resolve the divisions existing 
between them.

17.3 I The problems existing in the Transvaal between sane members of the
I RMC and some members of the Transvaal UDF Region must be resolved
|‘by them.

It was suggested to Cde Aubrey Mokoena that he consult regions of 
the UDF if he wanted assistance in terms of setting up the RMC 
structure, and also *5 a way of ensuring that people constituting 
the KMC are net hostile to the IDF.

17.4

I
CCIE OF CONDUCT

•nc;
18.1 It m s  noted that the N.E.C couliAat this stage set hard and fast 

rules in terms of code of cond-sct for the regiens and affi'ir.tes.

Regions are empowered to discipline their members.15.2

18.3

18.4

The Transvaal Region was advised to take up the issue of Dr Motlana's 
interview with the SABC-TV.

Transvaal was aked to inform Herbert Barnabas that he can no longer 
serve in the R.E.C of the Transvaal region as he is no longer a 
member of S.A.A.W.U in terms of their last Congress decisions.

19, DECISIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

20.

. I The General Secretary was instructed to remind regions on a regular basis 
I of major decisions that must be implemented and to ensure that regions carry 
lj out their tasks.

V
STATE OF AFFILIATES

20.1

20.2

20.3

Regions must submit to the National Office updated lists of their 
affiliates.

Regional secretaries must visit their affiliates on a regular basis 
and assess the general state of development.

The National Officers must prepare questionaires to assist regions 
in the work of assessing affiliates.

21. UNIONS

21.1 NEW FEDERATION

The matter must be referred to the Labour Unit and any other labour 
matter must hence forth be handled by this unit.

22. ALTERNATIVE MEDLA, ' -

22.1 It was noted that resources would determine the extent to which 
the UDF could address the question of alternative media.

23. REMOVALS ,

/*

•m - r*
23.1 It’was noted that the Western Cape Region was assisting to co-ordinate 

an Ecun 
2.30 p.
an Ecumerical Service organised by the-W.P.C for June 24, 1984 at 

j .m.  ■ . . .  j*. -
C.:,



23.3

25.4U«
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h 2 The fo^s'ofthfse^Ice5C dto S T S F  ?f' ^ «  to the Service. 
Removals and i e s  I t  Z t y .  b° Kĥ e l1 ^ -  Slogan: "No to

M ^ n r C A H ' c tet^'ClUde: Dr B°eSak’ Sr’eakt'rs f™  KhayeHtsha,

n " ^ ? 1̂ : 5 ““ deVe30F discussion at the

The.National Secretariat was recue«;Tp^ rn -rv-r
of its next meeting. “ removals on the agenda

i2i.o It was agreed in principle to enlov a -fi,n
the question of removals. 1 full-time person to address

/23.6 Regions must consider the TOssihil-irv ~ j- 
_ groups to work in areas affected by removes S volunteer

I 25.7 The National Secretariat must takp *

and International Day of Focus on Removals* ° ° TZanismZ a Nati^al

.-,24. CONSCRIPTION

1 24.1 The report fran the Western Cape Anti-Conscriminn r ■ • 
ft presented. This reeion “inscription Comussion was

V.0 June 17 1984. planning an Anti-Conscription Rally fcr

24.2 Natal Transvaal and Border Regions ar- addre^i™ ^
conscription. ' aaaressmg the question of

25. C.S.T. AND FOOD PRICES

was ncced thnt a campaign apsinct the G  ̂*r -n ’ k- • 

decided! *° the f" at *•»—  “  £ u > r c ^ ly

lU I m* “^ o rnn^ i g S ra?o™dathisSt̂  g?s!t. (b" ei cn "search!

with a v i e A ^ l v t a g ^ a c t i c n “ research w d ts

Regions must consult unions and ask the-i m  Tv>-r+- • 
campaign with the Front. “ Participate in a joint

It was recommended that Julv 1 iqsj u  , v-
High Food Prices and G.S.T, * " «ationa_ Day of Focus on

26, EDUCATION

:epr on h~ they h”died the * ^ i s .  .

Cradock must be'organised'm^ttat is W|th the Pe0Ple of
davs refen ed to ealler. (The focus nf rv d S’?upled °ne of the 
ethers, a call for the release of S L  ? ^  y vdl1 ** ^ongst 
school crises). 6 °f the ^ ° P le  detained during the

25.1

25.2

25.3

25.4

26.1

26.2

27, C A M P A I G N  A G A I N S T  T H E  TTTTP

27.1

27.2
address the c a m p a i g n ^ '  S s c r S J t i ^  t0*

T h e  P u b l i c i t y  S e c r e t a r y  K a s  askprf -i- ‘

on the Front, and aake i t  T O i l a b l e . t o ^ S i i ^ ^  Sheet on attac}3

----------
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27.3 The Front must produce a publication clarifying the position of the 
Front, in the light of this campaign.

27.4 Noting the bias fo the Ilanga Editorial on UDF/Inkatha Relations, 
the N.E.C. asked the National Publicity Secretary and President 
Archie Gumede to respond to the editorial comment.

27.5 Regions were requested to ask their affiliates or menbers of rhese 
affiliates to write letters to the Editor of Ilanga Newspaper

i defending the position of the Front, in particular the decision net
to meet Gatsha and his Inkatha.

27.6 The Western Cape Region was mandated to instruct lawvers in terms 
, of pamphlets discrediting the Front, as well as various matters needing
legal opinion.

28. ROLE OF ISRAEL IN CI5KEI

The Border Region vas asked to make the details of Israeli involvement in 
strengthening Ciskei, available to the National Publicity Secretary.

29. NEXT N.E.C. MEETING •

N.E.C. members.

30. CLOSURE

The next N.E.C. meeting must be ccmbinrrd with a National Workshco for
i mfarnhiorp

o meeting clor.cd on Sunday, June 2, at 14-03 hrs.



Collection Number: AK2117 
  
DELMAS TREASON TRIAL 1985 - 1989
  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:-Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:-Johannesburg 
©2012 

LEGAL NOTICES: 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 
African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 
owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of the collection records and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, 
University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, 
the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all 
liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related 
information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The 
University of the Witwatersrand.
 


