
A 4. 7 - 3

P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 Fax: 834-3189

5/4/91

Dear Mr. Heyns,

Thank you for your letters of 12/12/90 ana 22/3/91 with regard 
to the President’s Co u n c i l’s investigation into an ethical code 
of conduct for South African political parties.

Your reauest for participation was discussed at our National 
Executive meeting in March 1991. It was decided that the End 
Conscription Campaign would not Pe able to participate because 
we feel that tnis investigation falls outside our brief. We 
regard ourselves as a human rights group rather than a political 
party and we are only concerned with the issues of conscription 
and militarisation in South Africa.

We appreciate the invitation and would be happy to participate 
in any other President’s Council investigation provided that it 
was directly linked to our issues.

Yours sincerely,

— ,

Nan Cross, ECC National Secretary.

C o r n p a i j r t
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12 April 1991

The General Secretary 

Dear Comrades

We hope that by now you have received the joint discussion paper 

on ’Building the Youth Front'. The paper is the work of the 

joint committee set up by the last Seminar on 1 March 1991 on 

the Youth Front.

Part of the mandate of the committee was to convene a follow-up 

Seminar to discuss the process and programme of the Youth Front. 

Section B of the discussion paper deals with these issues and we 

suggest that the paper be used as a basis for the discussions.

We would also like your organisation to give consideration to 

the issue of at what point we will be able no make decisions on 

the process and start it.

The proposed date for the follow-up Seminar is:

Date: 19 April 1991 

Time: 12h00 - 15h00 

Venue: ANC Youth League Board Room

Agenda: 1. Programme and Process - building the Youth Front

2. Report on processes in different organisations.

3. Way Forward

participation at the Seminar will be the same as the previous one, 

ie 5 per organisation. Please confirm your participation.

Yours in struggle

Joint Committee on Youth Front
0
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Report of Youth Front. Se n i n a r : 1 March 1S1>I 

Agenda
1 . The All Party Congress and the P a t r i ot ic  Front

2. Building the Youth Front, (panel)

a'. Religious youth, and Allia n c e s  (YCS)

b. The Student Movement a n d  A l l i a n c e s  (Musas/Sansool
c. Building the Youth League (A M C Y L }

3. The Way Forward

P R E S E N T :

ANC Youth League PNYS. NCFS, YCS, Sansco, Musas, ANC Youth 

League PWV region, Suca.

i. o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h f  r a t i o n a l  s e m i n a r  o h  t h e  y o o t h  f r o h t

The AWC Youth League who c o n v e n e d  the seminar o utlined its 

objectives as follows:

a. To begin the d i s cussions amongst progressive youth 

organisations on the need, objectives a n d  nature of the Youth 

Front
b. to out of the seminar dra f t  a joint discu s s i o n  paper to be 

circulated within the s tructures of all participatory 

organisations.

2. ami.DIHG THE YOUTH FflOMT

a. Religious Youth and Alliances :_______Young Christian

Students

I will use the word church, but not only in the c o ntext of the 
Christian religion; this is a r e c o gnition of the fac t  that 

there is a t e m p le for Hindus, mosoua for Muslins, synagogue 

for Jews, etc.

What we have in common, however, is that all of us strive for 
G o d’s Kingdom meaning values like a ccmnnon humanity, justice, 

peace and sharing.

Religion as a S e c t o r

R eligion and the church is not. removed from te c o ntext of 
society, and t h e refor the contradictions in s«iety m a n i f e s t  
themselves in the church as well. It has its owr ide n t i f i a b l e  

set of relationships, practices and ideologies,itc r e f l e c t i v e  
of broader society.

Religious institutions operate mainly (but not cclusively) on 

an ideological terrain. It shapes peoples prceptions of 

society and how they fit into society. It attests to p r o v i d e  
its adherents with a e o mprehensive set of s y m b o l s  and 

practises w h i c h  attemps to m a k e  sense of ti* total life 

process. Be c a u s e  religion is part of broader society, t h i s  is 

often c o - o p t e d  inot. the service of dominant c*ss o r  social 

group in order to bolster a n d  perpetuate th<r control of 

society. It also oft e n  functions in a way tkt en a b l e s  the 

reproduction, in symbolic f or i»> of the doinant power 

relations w h i c h  exist in society. It goes witha saying that 

this alliance w'lth the power elite need n o t  tc bo the case, 

the church interest can and do clash with the in»rests o f  the 

dominant group, especially if it is against tk interests of 
the majority of society.

Contradictions in tfvo Church

Contradictions and power relations in society .e r eproduced 

in the church. S o  for example we also fini in the chuch 

undem ocratic structures, differences between the 'oung a n d  the 

old, f a ilure to relate theology to the contex' in w h i c h  it 

takes place, a liturgy and practise whi c h  is |-oduced by and 
controlled by an elite, but practised by the mss nannbership 
of the church.

This oft e n  causes contradictions for its mamltrs. S o  for 

example, a young churchgoer may in secular o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

experience democ r a t i c  structures and p a r t i c i p a t e  o u t s i d e  of 
the church, but may have to inside the church sulftit to strict 

control through the ecclesiastical hierarchy, d<>pite tho fact 

that the church proclaims a doctrine of justici, e q u a l i t y  and 
the value of persons above systems. In S o u t h k f n c a  77% of 

o ur people are religious, but the church >r ye a r s  h ave 
justified a s y s t e m  that actively violate the n;erests of the 
majority of its members.



The Church as a site of stj;uugle

In comparison to other sites of struggle like schools, 

factories, communities, the ch u r c h  has (only a relative 

importance. However, tiven the fact that a large proportion 

of our coemun 1 tios are members of tine churcH, iny m o v e m e n t  for 
change will have to set tlie church as a site of stru ggl e arid 

for change. The tals of p r o g r essives ir the church is 

therefor to maximise dissent f r o m  the cultural to the ideal of 

liberation. This is out c o n t r ibution to tJW o e r a l l  struggle 

for liberation.

c . Y outh in the Church

Firstly, it is our viev that it is not the d u y  of political 

organisations to start lecruiting and m o b i l W i r s  in the church 

per se, but to make us* of a l ready existing frogreasive youth 

organisations in the church like A1 Jih^d, YCS, Jews for 

Justices, Suca, etc. \outh in the chu rch  lav# an interest in 

promoting:
non- raci laism aril d e m o cracy .

minimise submission and m a x i m i s e  libration 

hasten the devs Dpement of authentic Al'ican 

leadership in tlia church
- promote a posit ve image of a transformed church 

acknowledge and deepen the liberation role of the 

church.
It is very important for the A N C  You t h  League to keep dynamic 

contact with different isligious formations, e s p e c i a l l y  those 

who hold a tradition of resistance against apt/theid and have 
fought side by side with the C o n g r e s s  movement.

3.___TH E  YOUTH FROMT AMP THE STUDENT M O V E M E N T

a . An aasesroent of the Youth Summit

Musas and Sansco, a ongside with Sayco, 'osas and YCS 
established what beeame known as the Youth Sunrit in 1988. At 

first it took the form of sporad ic national nestings, but in 

1989 regional summits began to be established. These worked 

to varying degrees in different regions. The abjective of the

©
summit at this point -as to draw together the core formations 

of progressive youth so as to coordinate acttvites and 
strenthen o r g a n i s a t i o n  weaken by repression. A further
o bjective was the creation of a Youth Front which would u n i t e  

the broadest possible groupings of youti around co m m o n  

p erspectives artd activitea. Ihe aim of such a front was the 

extension of the influence of progressive fo r c e s  t o  

unorganised and 'middle ground" youth. This front was nev e r  
esta b l i s h e d  due to the inability of the national and regional 
summit s to advance to this point. A debate often o c curod o n  

whethe r the priority wets to build the core forces in the Youtii 
S ummit or to set up the Youth Front. The Sunuiits spend a lot 

of time d e f i n i n g  their roles and formulate programmes, the 
mos t  successful 1 one those around the defiance c a m p a i g n  in 

1989 and June 16. The Summits however nev«r readied b e y o n d  

the REC'3 to local levee. It did however played an important 

role in setting up the provisional structures of the A N C  Y o u t h  
L e a g u e .

This assessment needs to be borne in mind when w e  are to 
advance the Youth Front initiative today.

b. The dem a n d s  of the cu r r e n t period

We are involved ir, a n e w  era in the hi a t o m  if our s t i u g 9 le 

where important c hallenges face our movemert. We nee d  to 

adapt our traditional strategies and tactics to meet the 

challenges of a negotiations climate so us to ensure that the 

final thrust of struggle ushers in a true norvracial d e m o c r a c y  

in our country. To this end we need to streithen d e m o c r a t i c  

organisation and take forward a clear p r c j r a m s  of m a s s  
action.

This programme needs to involve the brotiest number of 
democratic forces so as to unite all those wio stand to gain 

f r o m  the e r a dication of apartheid, to extend the influence of 

the liberation m o v ement and to maximise the succes of this 
p r o g r a m m e .

The climate also demands that we begin the process of 

reconstruction and reconciliation with tie objec t i v e  of 

involving the whole society In the prograraw of eventual, 
total transf or matiorv of our society.



The youth in particular, have a critica) role to play in thia 

period our struggle where strategic clarity and revolutionary 
direction are urgently needed.

c - Th ob u ild in g of the Student Hovemarrt

Before looking at. the building of the Youth Front and the role 

of students within it, it is ncessary to look at the programme 

of Musas and Sansco for the building of the student movement.

Sansco and Nusas took a decision at our December Congres&as to 

unite and form a single, non-racial student org a n i s a t i o n  in 

July 1991. The new  organisation will be a political studetn 

organisation aligned to the Congress m o v e m e n t . The central 

taks of the new organisation will be to organise students into 

the programota of the liberation m o v e m e n t  - the transfer o f  
power to the people of South Africa and the transf or mat ion of 

society in general and our site in particular — provi d i n g  
leadership to students at a tertiary level.

We recognise that this organisation will not immediately 
involve ulT students. There are a numor of students on our 

campussee who fall outside our organisation. These students 
can be categorised into the follwoing groups:-

* student organisations who are part of the pro gr essive 

student mo vement and who have oft e n  work in close alliance 
with our organisations, like YCS, Suca, Satlsco, Saspu, 
etc.

* groupings who organise students in t h e  different site of 
our institutions or around particular student concers such 
as faculty codies, cultural groups,etc. These groupings 
have often sympathised with our p r ogrammes or have the 

potential to be drawn into programmes of corareon concern.

* political organisations who may have different political 

agendas Put could be drawn in around common objectives.
These include Paso, Azasco, DP Youth, etc.

These organisations needs to be drawn into a broad uni ted 

student movement a n d  our organisation need to play a leading 
role in establishing such a movement - a critical task for now 
and for the future.

<1- The Youth Front arid the Stu d ent Movement

The building of the Youth Front is an important task and 

cannot be seen seperate from the building of the core foreos 

of the p r o gressive youth. Student youth are an important 
sector within the youth and both contribute and benefit from 
such an initiative.

The core formations of the youth n eed to come together in 

convening forums to plan programmes at a national,' regional 

and local level. We a lso need to research and draw a list of 

all the possible youht o r ganisations that cou l d  form part of 

such a 3iuiHnit. There are many strategic questions which needs 
to be a n s wered if such a is to s u c c e e d :

* s hould the setting up of a broad front be preceded by a 
patriotic Front type initiative of the youth?

* should the front be issue-based or brought together on the 
basis of common principles or objectives?

» should the Congress forces assume automatic leadership from 
the start?

* should this initiative start with a conference or with 
individual me etings and activities with the different 
groupings?

We believe that these and other questions can be answered by 

the groupings here and need to be given urgent attention if we 
are to retain the initiative in this area.

4 - BUIL D IN G  THE YOUTH IHRtTNT >
(ANC Y o u t h  League discussion paper; Second Draft)

1 . 0 Introduction

1.1 The strategy of building the broadest possible unity 
amongst forces whi c h  agree with us, even on a minimum 

programme, is not new to the liberation struggle in our 

country. As one of the important sectors in the liberation 
movement, the youth needs to take the responsibility for 
building unity and broaden the forces for change in our 
s e c t o r .
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1.2 The AWC Youth League aims to unite the broadest section 
of youth to actively participate in the struggle for notional 
liberation and the creation of a non-racial and democratic 

South Africa. In doing so, our mai n  efforts go t o  into 
building and extending the s t ructures of the Youth League, in 

organising young poop Is where-ever they find themselves.

But we Know that there are o r g a n i sations and structures of 

which thousands of youth are part of, that we need to engage 

in our programme. We also kno w  that n a y  not necessarily win 
them over as members of the Y o u t h  League, but we nay work 

together with than on specific issues. Hence the' commitment 

in the draft Constitution of the You t h  League:

"to strive for the creation of a National Youth 
front" (E.2)

1.3 The need to- build unity with ot h e r  forces is at all times 

based on the need to address p a r t i c u l a r  issues on the agenda 

of struggle. These issues will determine the nature of such 

unity, the objectives arid who becomes part of it. In looking 

at the Youth Front, key areas to define are therefor the 

Characteristics of a front and its objectives.

2.0 The lactic of the Front

2.1 A Front, ajs opposed to an Alliance, is seen as a loose 

arrangement of forces who has a limited p l a t f o r m  (unite around 

fairly specific issues), with a limited timespan. An Alliance 

is more politically - and sometimes even ideologically 
coherent. O n  the other hand, a Front has a number of 
politics I foroes that makes up its core, where-as others 

occupy its periphery.

We therefor define a Front as an ideological loose coalition 

of forces w i t h  mutually accepted a n d  visible objectives at a 

given historical point in time.

2.2 a Front has as its organisational principles:

a. iindependence of organisations in such Front

b. full participation in the a ctivities of the Front

c. coordination and consultations on all issues related 
to the function and inundate of the front.

2.3 A Front compliments but does not replace the need to 
build organisation of its component parts.

3.0 The O b j e c t i v e s  of the Y o u t h  Front

3.1 Fronts may be f o r m e d  for the following objectives:
a. To g a l v anise a n d  direct all forces to a strat e g i c  
o b j e ctive a n d  to direct the use of all tactical c a p a c i t y  

against the com m o n  enemy,
b. to neutral iso potential supporters of the enamy,

c. to erode t h e  m ass end political base of the enemy,

a. to c o n s o l i d a t e  the leadership role of the democ r a t i c  

forces,
e. to break the c o m m u n i c a t i o n  barriers be t w e e n  organis a t i o n s  

arid f a c i l i t a t e  d i ssemination of our political beliefs,

f. to stren g t h e n  the position of the youth in the s t r uggle 

arid society in general.

3.2 A Front is not a n  end in itself but a means to an end. 

It is therefor i m p o r t a n t  that tbe AMC Y o u t h  League c l a r i f i e s  

what the o b j e c t i v e s  of the Youth Front are:

3.3 The ANC Y o u t h  League believes t hat the erad i c a t i o n  of 

apartheid and the c r e ation of a non-racial democ r a c y  is in the 

objective interests of all South A f rican Youth. We wou l d  

therefor argue t hat this provides a common p l a t f o r m  to unite a 

broad range of youth:- t h rough the Youth Front engage youth in 

a programme of e r a d i c a t i n g  apartheid in all s p heres of 

society: education, health, sports, etc.

3.4 Furthermore, the struggle to rid our country of apartheid 
have reached a part i c u l a r  stage. Now, nore than ever before, 
the possibility exists for a  transition f rom apartheid to a

.non-racial democracy. Through engaging t h e m  in the You t h  

Front, wu should w i n  over all democratic youth to engage in a 

programme geared t o wards the speedy a c h i e v e m e n t  of such a 
transition that will result in the d r a fting arid adoption of a 

democratic Constitution.

3.5 Violence have dominate the lives of South Africans for 

centuries, and has become ’a distinct feature of this period of 

transition, reaching enormous proportions. The reasons for 

the violence are varied and complex. Wo should strive
to commit all d e mocratic forces to work towards ending 

violence and to address the causes of violence.
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, The General Secretary

Dear Comrades

We hope that, by now you have received the joint discussion paper 

on ’Building the Youth Front*. rhe paper is the work of the 

joint committee set up by the last Seminar on 1 March 1991 on 

the Youth Front.

part of the mandate of the committee was to convene a follow-up 

Seminar to discuss the process Mid programme of the Youth Front. 

Section B of the discussion paper deals with these issues and vy'e 

suggest that the paper be used as a basis for the discussions.

We would also like your organisation to give consideration to 

the issue of at what point we will be able no make decisions on 

the process and start it,
'

The proposed date for the follov -up Seminar is:

■Date: 19 April 1991 . • •

T i m e t 12h00 - 15h00

•ague Board Room 

Agendas 1. Programme anc Process - building the Youth Front

2. Report.on pr cesses in different organisations.

3. Way Forward

Participation at the Seminar w i 5 1 be the same as the previous onev 

ie 5 per organisation. Please nfirm your participation.

Yours in struggle 

Joint Committee on Youth Front

__
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R e p o r t of Youth Profit Seminar: i M arch 1991 

Agenda
Hie A M  Party Comjrets.s and t h e  Patriot ic  front

2. Bu ! d : ng the Youth Front, (parcel)
a. ReJigious youth ano a l l i a n c e s  (YCS)

0. The Student Movement a n d  A l l i ances I Musas/Sansco)

c. Bui lding the Youth League < A.NCYL )

3, The way Forward

PW E S E W T :
AHC Youth League PNYS, M C F S , YCS. Sansco, Musas, a M C  touxn 

League PWV region, Suca.

I . OBJfrCl IVES Of THF

The ANC Youth League who convened the seminar oirtTiried its

objectives as follows:

To begin the d i s cus sions amongst p r o g r e s s e s  /outh

i »ar- nation* on the ne«»d, objective.s and nature c f thp Youth 
Front
b. to out of the seminar draft a joint d i s c u s s i o n  paper to be 
circulated within the s t ructures of all participatory 

organisations.

Z • BU.1I.D1M6 THE YOUTH FPOMT

a. Religious Youth a n d Alliances__ :______ .X0.WJ9___Q h r j s tjan

Stude nts

I will use the word church, but not only in the context of the 
Christian religion; this is a r e c ognition of the fact that 

there is a temole for Hindus, mosque for Muslins, gXAAaaStiS— 

for J&*s, etc.

What we have in common, however, is that all of us strive for 

Go*J’t, Kingdom meaning value* like a ccniwion humanity, justice, 

peaca and sharing.

Rel?g-;on as a Sector

P e M g f o n  a n d  the church is not removed f rom te co n t e x t  of 

society, ano t h e refor the c o n tradictions in E«riety m a n i f e s t  

theirwefves in the church as well. It. has its owi idnntif'atilb 

set ot relationships, practices, and ideo I o g i e s . ttc r e f l e c t i v e  

of broader society.

Rel igious institutions operate mainly (but not t c l u s i Y e l y > o n  

an ideological terrain. It shapes p e oples i*rceptions of 

society and how they fit into society. It attests to p r o v i d e  
its adherents with a cc*nprehansivs set o f  s y m b o l s  and 

practises w h i c h  attewos t o  m a k e  sense of tk total life 

process. B e c a u s e  religion u  part of broader s*i»ty, t h i s  is 

often co-opt-ad inor. the service of d o m inant c*ss o r  social 
group in o r d e r  to bolster a n d  perpetuate tht r c o n t r o l  of 

society. It als o  o f t e n  functions in a w a y  tkt e n a b l e s  the 
reproduction, in symbolic f o r m  of the deinant pow e r  

relations w h i c h  e x i s t  in society. It goes withn sa y i n g  that 

this alliance with the powwr elite need n o t  tt be the case, 

the church interest can and do clash with the in»rests o f  tfie 

dominant group, especially if it is against tl* i n t e r e s t s  of 

the iw.iority o f  society.

Contracfictions in the Church

C ontrad i c t i o n s  and power relations in society *'« r e p r o d u c e d  
in the church. S o  for ex a m p l e  we also f i m  in the chuch 

undemocrat 5 c structuras, differences between the'oufig a/>d t h e  
old, failure to relate theology t o  the contex' in w h i c h  it 

takes place, a liturgy and practise w h i c h  is rocucsd by a n d  

c ontrolled by an elite, but practised by the m s  morrborsfiip 

of the church.

This of tan ca u s e s  contradictions for its nentrs. S o  for 
era/iiple a y o u n g  churchgoer may in se c u l a r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

e xperience de.nocratic structures and p a r t i c i p a t e  o u t s i d e  of 

the ch u r c h  but may have to inside the church auhit to strict 

control through the ecclesiastical hierarchy, d<;pite tho fact 
that the church proclaims a d o c t r i n e  of justio. e q u a l i t y  and 
the value of persons above syst.anrs. In South if r tea 77% of 

our people are religious, but the church >r yea r s  h a v e  
.justified a s y s t e m  that actively violate the n;erests of the 

majority of its members.



I he Church a s  a site of struggle

In comparison to ottwr sit e s  of struggle Tike scnools. 
factories, coraraunities, the c h u r c h  has jorvy a  relative 

iraportaiicc. However, <iwen the fact that, a largo prosxirt ion 

of our communities are "lewihors of the churctf, any movement for 

change «*lt have to &©* t.J>© church as a site of struggle and 

for change. The tats of p r o g r e s s i v e s  ir the church is 

therefor to maximise diisant f r o m  the cultural to the ideal of 

liberation. This is out cont r i b u t i o n  to thd o e r a l l  struggle 

for liberation.

c . Youth in the church

Firstly, it is our v e v  that it is not the dt.y of political 
organisations to start /ecruiting and mofcnl i^ir® in the church 

oor se. Out to ma«e us* of al r e a d y  exist i n g  itrogress'’ve youth 

organise*ions in the church like Al Jihj^d, VCS, Jews for 

Justices, Sue*, etc. \auth in the church l-avi an interest in 

promoting:

non-raci laism ard democ r a c y

- minimise subnisnon ana oaxiniTso libration

- hasten the deve Dpenstnt of authe nti c Al'ican 

leadership in tfca church
- promote a posit ve image of a  transformed church 

acknowledge and deepen the liberation role of the 

church.
It is very important for the A N C  You t h  Lsagu< to keep dynamic 

contact with different religious formations, w c p e c i a l l y  those 

who ftolo a tradition of resistance a g ai ns t a p t t h e i d  and have 

fought side by side with the C o n g r e s s  movement.

3 . W E YOUTH t-ROWT AHt> I Hfc STUDENT HWfcHEWT

a . A n . a a «o s n e n t of the Yout h - Summit

Kusa.s an<j Sansco, a ongcioe with Sayeo, ’osas and YCS 
establishes what, becswe known as the Youth Sunmit in 198B. At 

first it took the form of s p o radic national nestings, but in 

regional siimiits oegan to be established. These worked 
to varying dsgrees in <ifferent regions. The objective of the

s u - i t  at this point was to dr,w together t h e  core r o t a t i o n s  

of progressiv« youth so as to coordinate act.ivit.ea and 
strenthen o r g a n i s a t i o n  weaken by repression. A further
objective waa the creation of a Youth Front which would u n i t e  

'.he broadest possi b l e  groupings of youtJ around c a n n o n  
pe>»pect ives a n d  activates. The a mb of such a front w a s  the 

e x t e nsion of th® influence of ^progressive f o r c e *  t o  

unorganised and 'middle ground" youth. This front was never 
e s t a b l i s h e d  due to the inability of the national and regional 

summits to sitvnnrn to this point. A debate often c c c u r o d  on 

whether the priority was to Duild the cor a forces in t h e  Y o u t h  

Summit or to set up the Youth Front. The S u m n t s  spend a lot 

of time d e f i n i n g  their roles and formulate i>rogi a n w s ,  the 

most successful 1 one those around the defiihce c a m p a i g n  in 

19^9 and ,(une 16. The Summits h o wever n e w  r e ached b e y o n d  

the RE C ' s  to local leves. It did however pl«yod an impor t a n t  

role in s e tting u p  the provisional structures of the A M C  Y o u t h  
League.

This assesment needs to be borne in mind wfien w e  are t o  
advance the Vouth Front initiative today.

b. Tlw>_ demands of the c u r r e n t period

where important chall e n g e s  face our ji?ovemert. We n e e d  to 

ada p t  our traditional strategies and tactics to *>eet the 

challenges of a negotiations climate so as to ensure t hat the 

final thrust of struggle ushers in a true r»on-racial d e m o c r a c y  

in our country. To this end we need to strerthen deiwccratic 

organisation and take f o rward a clear prcgratwae of m a s s  

action.

This programme needs t o  involve t h e  broadest n u m b e r  of 

democratic forces so as t o  unite all those Wh5 stand to gain 

fron the e r a d i c a t i o n  of apartheid, to extend the influ e n c e  of 

the liberation movement and to rcaxim’se the succes of this 

progra«*Be.

The climate also demanOfi that we begin the p r ocess of 

reconstruction a n d  r e c o n c i 1 iation with tie o b j e c t i v e  o f  

involving the w h o l e  society In the programs** of eventual, 
total tr a n s f o r m a t i o n  of our society.



Hie youth to particular, have a  critical ro le to Dlay in tbig 

perioo our struggle where strategic clarit.* and revolutionary 
direction are urgently rteecJed.

c. The building of th e  Student H o v e m w r t

Before looking »t. the building of the YoutP- Front end the role 

of students within it, it is n c e seary to look at the prograwrse 

of Nonas and Sansco for the b u i lding of the student n o v e w n t

S ansco and Musas took a  decision at our Uecentwr Congr a s s s s  to 

unite and fora a single, non-racial student o r g a n i s a t i o n  in 

July The n e w  organisation will be a political studetn

organisation aligned to the C o n g r e s s  m o v e m e n t . The central 

f-eks of the new organisation wifi bo to organise students into 

the prooramew of the liberation movement - the transfer o f  

power to the people of South Africa and the transformation of 

our society in general end our sit e  in particular - p r o v iding 

leadership to students at a tertiary level.

We recognise that this organisation will not immediate) y

in v o T v e  a i l  s tu c te n ta .' T h e re  a re  a  num ?r  o f  stu d a n t.9  on o u r  
c a w u s s e e  who (all outside our organisation. These students 

can be categorised into the follw o i n g  groups.:-

* student organisations who are part of the prog r e s s i v e  

studart movement and who have o f t e n  work in close alliance 

with our organisations, like YCS» Suca, Satisco, Sasp-u, 

etc.

* groupings who organise students in t h e  different site of 

oor institutions or around particular student coneers such 

as faculty codies, cultural groups,etc. Theso groupings 

have often ayapaihisted m t h  our programmes or have the 

potential to be drawn into programmes of common concern.

* political organisations who i*ay have different political 

agendas but could be drawn in around cormon objectives.

These include Paso. Azasrao, OP Youth, etc.

These organisations needs to be drawn into a broad ur>ite<J 

student movomant and our organisation need to play a leading 

rol* in establishing such o m o v e m e n t  - a critical task for now 

and for the future.

■ The Youth .Front and  the Stu d w t t  Hc-vecient

The buil ding of the Y o u t h  Front is an ipportant task and 

cannot be seen separate from the b u i lding of the core forcos 

of thfo p r o g r e s s i v e  youth. Student youth are an important 

sector w i t h i n  the youth and both contribute and benefit From 
such an initiative.

The core formations of the youth neetf to c o m  together in 

c onvening fo r u m s  to p l a n  p rogrammes at a national,' regional 
and local level. Vfe also need to research and draw a list of 

all the possible youht o r g a n i s a t i o n s  that c o u l d  f orm part of 

such a summit. There are many strategic Quest i o n s  which needs 
to be a n s w e r e d  if such a  is to succeed:

* should the setting up of a broad front he prece-ded by a 
p atriotic Front type initiative of the youth?

* should the front be issue-based or brought together on the 
basis of cowmen principles or objectives?

* sl»ould the Congress forces assume automatic leadership f r o m  
the start?

* should this initiative start with a c o nference o r  with 

individual m e e tings and activities with the different 
groupings?

We believe that these and other Q u e s t i o n s  can be answered by 

the groupings hera and need to be given urgent attention if we 
are to retain the initiative in this ar«a.

4. S O ILPING THE YOUTH f R O N I ■

iANC Y o u t h  League discussion paper: Second Draft)

1.0 Introduction

1.1 The strategy of building the broadest possible unity 

amongst forces w h i c h  agree with us, e v e n  on a mi n i m u m  

programme, is not new to the liberation struggle in our 
country. As one of the important sectors in the liberation 

movement, uhe you/th needs to take the responsibi 3 ity for 
building unity and broaden the forces for change In our 
s e c t o r .



i. 2 I hr* AWC Youth League a ims to unit e the broadest section 
of youth to actively pari icij.-ave in the struggle for national 

liberation and the c e B t i o n  of a non-racial and democratic 
South Africa. In doing so, our wain efforts go to into 

building and extending the s t r u c t u r e s  o f  the Youth League, in 

organising young people where-ever they -*ind tie>nse Ives.

But w© know thet there are org a n i s a t i o n s  and structures of 

which thousands of youth are part of, t hat w  need t o  engage 
in our p r o g r a m s .  Ne also know that i*ay not- necess ar ily  win 

them over as numbers of the Y o u t h  League, but we nay work 

together with t-hem on specific issues. Hence the' ccmitjrv&nt 

in the draft Constitution of the Youth League:

to strive for the creation of a national Youth 

front* <E.2>

t.3 The need to- build unity with o t h e r  forces 1s at all timesr 

based on the need to address p a r t i c u l a r  issues on the agenda 

of struggle. These 1 t,sup' will deter m i n e  the nature of such 

unity, ths> objectives and who becomes part of it. In looking 

at the Youth Front, key areas to define are therefor the 

characteristics of a front and its o b jectives

2.0 The lactic of the front

2.1 A Front, iaii opposed to an Alliance, is seen as* a loose 

arrange*er>t of forces who has a limited p l a t f o r m  (unite around 

fairly specific issues), with a limited tia»span. An Alliance 

is more politically - and sometimes even ideological1y - 

coherent. O n  the other hand, a Front has a number of 

political forces that makes up its core, where-as others 

occupy its periphery.

He therefor define a Front as an ideological loose coalition 

of fort-Bs w i t h  mutually accepted a n d  visible objectives at a 

given historical point 1n time.

2.? a Front has as its organisational pr inciples:

a. independence of o r ganisations in such Front

b. full participation in the a ctivities of the Frcnt

c. coordination and c o n s u l tations on all issues related 
to the function and mandate of the front.

2.3 A Front comp 1 invents but. does not reolaca the neeo to 

build organisation of its component parts.

3.0 lh«* O b j e c t i v e s  of the Vou t h  Front

3. t Fronts »»ay be f o r m e d  for the following objectives:
a. To g a l v a n i s e  a n d  direct all forces to a strat e g i c  
o b j e c t i v e  a n d  to d i r e c t  the use of all tactical c a p a c i t y  

against the c o m m o n  enoroy,
b. to n e u t r a l i s e  potential supporters of the enemy,

C. zo erode t h e  m ass and political base of t h e  # n * n y ,
d. t o  consol ida t o  t h e  leadership role o f  the d e m o c r a t i c

f o r c e s ,
e. to break the cooitnunication barriers b e t w e e n  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

ar«d f a c i l i t a t e  dissemi n a t i o n  of our political beliefs,

to s t r e n g t h e n  the position of the youth in the s t r u g g l e  

arid society in general.

3.2 A Front is n o t  a n  end in itself but a means to an end. 

It is therefor impor t a n t  that tfie AXC Y o u t h  League c l a r i f i e s  

what the objec t i v e s  of the Youth Front are-

3.3 The ANC Y o u t h  League believes that the a r a o i c a t i o o  of 

apartheid and the c r e a t i o n  of a non-racial d e m o c r a c y  is in the 

objective interests of all South Af r i c a n  Youth. W e  wou l d  

therefor argue t h a t  this provides a oorw»on p l a t f o r m  to unite s 

broad range of youth:- th r o u g h  the /oath Fro n t  «ngaoe youth in 

a progranwee of •eradicating apartheid in all s pheres of 

society: education, health, sports, etc.

3.4 Furthernor©, the s t r u g g l e  to rid our c o untry of a p a r t h e i d  

have rsech^d a p a r t i c u l a r  stage. Mow, *or e  t han eve r  before, 

the p o s s i b i l i t y  exists for a transition f r o m  a p e r t h e i d  to a

.non-racial democracy. Through engaging t h e m  in the Y o u t h  

Front, w» sh o u l d  win o ver all democratic youth to engage in a 

programi*? geared t o w a r d s  the speedy a c h i e v e m e n t  of such a 

t ransition that will result irr the d r a fting arrc# adoption of a 

deftiocratic C o nstitution.

3.5 Violence hsve d o m i n a t e  the lives of So u t h  Africans for 

centuries, and has become a distinct faature of thia period of 
transition, reaching e n o rmous proportions. The reasons for 

the violence are varied and complex. Wo sh o u l d  strive

to commit all democ r a t i c  forces to work towards, e n d i n g  

violence and to address the causes of violence.



4 . 0  An Urgent Task for tha Pro gressive Y o u t h

The building uf the Youth Frorit is an urcertt task erf all 

Drsqressive youth of ciur country. We a-e on the thresho'd of 

change, as thr» shock troops of society we mus t  rapidly 
m c r o a s p  the pace of change. Having aei our objectives, wo 

m ust Iook nors seriously at the imp 1 em e n t a t i o n  of this task.

4.1 There are diverse interests and needs amongst sven the 

orgariseo youth  of our country. We identify the following as 

t.he main categories of youth: 

the working youth 

the student youth 

Che -jn«np loy&C youth 

nural and peasant youth 

professional and intellectual youth

A pa r t  from these categories, there are a l s o  other cultural, 

social and religious catagories of youth. T h e  divisions 

c aused by apartheid are also reflected in the different 

political affiliations of the youth: some a r e  found in 

organisations which have Deen part of a p a r t h e i d  •’nstit.utions 

w hilst others have l>e«n part, of the liberation forces.

4. 2 We have s lateo above that we believe that o u r  objectives 
set for the Youth Front can unite a broad range of yo./th 

organisations. In determining w h o  should be part of the Youth 

Front should be based on preparedness to work ort these issues; 

it is not our task as the Youth Fro n t  to exclude any 

organisation fro m  the onset, but to be as inclusive as 

,oos8ib'ie on the basis of our objectives.

4 .3 The building of the Youth Front is n o t  an event, but a 

process. It is the responsibi 1 ity of t h e  Youth League and 
other progressive youth to ensure that we etc groundwork to 

e nsure maximum participation of democratic youth in the Youth 

Front - from rational to regional and 'oca 1 levels.

*1.4 in the process of building the Youth Front: should it 

include meeting with o r g a n  .sations, o o n v a n i n ?  of a your.h 

s u m * i t / c o n f e r e n c e : £Jo**s the Youth League c o n v e y s  this or d o  

wo set uo a c o n v e n i n g  committee, who should be p art of it, w h o  

deteruvinos its Uri e t 'y What are th& regional and local 

processes towards a 'rational youth summit?

4.5 The Y o u t h  Front mua t  b« a unity build in action. What 

concretely s h o u l d  be the p r o g r a m m e  of tne Y o u t h  Front, (given 

our objectives in 3) and h o w  do we implenient such a 

p r ogramme? Will each p a r ticipant implement it in its ow»' 

3tructure3 or d o  we nee d  You t h  F r o n t  s tructures to c o o r d i n a t e  

this - should this be e x t e n d e d  to regional and loca' levels'3

5 .0  The Youth Frorrt and the Future

5.1 The A N C  Youtrt League is c o m i t t e d  to fight for the 

general interests a n d  rights of South A f r i c a n  youth in the 

Eocic-o conomic and political life o f  the country. It does s o  
now by m o b i l i s i n g  you t h  to end apartheid. O n c e  a democ r a t i c  

order is established, w** will have to rally youth to a d dress 
the needs of young people, a sector often ntargina 11sed w hen 
it Conors to deterftm-'ng national prioritiea. D r a fting a Youth 

Declaration or C h a r t e r  whi c h  will involve y o u t h  f rom all walks 

of lif© can provide a coarncm p l a t f o r m  for young people to m a k e  

sure that their v o i c e s  are heard a n d  could se r v e  as a basis 
for m obilising youth beyond apartheid.

5.2 T he  front ta c t i c  - as said before is d e t e r m i n e d  by the 
tfewards of a p a r t i c u l a r  period. T h e  Y o u t h  Front in a 

democratic Socith Africa nay be d i f f e r e n t l y  comiposed and a r o u n d  
different issues.



* . 1 I s s u e s _ r~?at r ^ ^ . r M L .?>iseu&ftifin _and s)ebpt,«*

1 W hat is our understanding of the Vouth Front, in re nation 

to the present Patriotic Front initiative of the U*C?

Z. Wh*t are the objectives of T-he Youth Front and what, is its 

prograiwre'*

3. How do we tlevelope a Youth Front based on act!on?

A What are the differarvt sectors of the yoorth we want to 

reach?

The seminar identified the following aims for try© Youth ^ront, 

but n&dds to tafsft it further.
a. to w m  the maximum suooort around the demand . or a

Constituent Assewislf annongst the youth.
t,. develops a programme together with other organisations

towards liberation.
to r?rr>pog«T.« our policies amongst v a r i o u s  sectors of the

yot/th .

A.Z  G e n e r al

A corralttee was set up to ta*a forward t h ®  process, 

tnclude reps from the ANC Youth League, Musas, YCS, Sansco and

n c f s .
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B U X L _ O X M O  T H E  Y O U T H  F R O N T  ?
(Discussion Pane' of Joint Seminar March 1991: ANC Youth League. 
Nusas, Sansco, YCS. N C F S 7 Cass, Suca )

1 . 0  I n t r o d u c t i o n
1.1 The strategy of building t a broadest possible unity amongst 
forces which agree with us, aven on a minimum orogramme, is net 
new to t h e  liberation struggle in our country. a s  one of the 
important sectors in the liberation movement, the youth needs to 
take the responsibi1ity for bu<'ding unity and broaden the forces 
for change in our sector.

1.2 The need to build unity with other forces is at all times 
based or, the need to address particular issues on the agenda of 
struggle. These issues will determine the nature of such unity, 
the objectives and who becomes cart of it. In looKing at the 
youth Front, key areas to define are therefor the characteristics 
of a front and its objectives.

S e c t i o n  A  £/?«* T s s h j & s !

2.0 The Tactic of the Front

2.1 A Front, as opposed to an Alliance, is seen as a loose 
arrangement o* forces who has a limited platform (unite around 
fairly specific issues), with a limited timespan. An Alliance 
is more politically - and sometimes even ideologically 
coherent. On the other hand, a Front has a number of political 
forces that makes up its ccre, where-as others occupy its 
periphery.

We therefor define a Front as an ideological loose coalition of 
forces with mutually accepted and visible objectives at a given 
historical point in time.

2.2 a Front has as its organisational principles:
a. independence of organisations in such Front 
P. full participation in the activities of the Front
c, coordination and consultations on all issues related 

to the function and randate of the front.

2.3 A Front compliments but does not replace the need to build 
organisation of its component parts,
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3.0 fhe Objectives or tna Youth Front

3.1 Fronts may be formed for the following oojectives:

a. T0 galvanise and direct a n  forces to a strategic 
objective and to direct the use of all tactical capacity 
against the common enemy,

b. to neutralise potential supporters of the enemy,
c. to eroce the mass ana political base of the enemy,
d. to consolidate the leadersnip role of the democratic 

forces,
a, to break the communlcaticn barriers oetween organisations 

ana facilitate dissemination of our political beliefs, 
to strengthen the position of the youth m  the struggle 
and society in general.

3.2 A Front is not an end in itself but a means to an end. it 
is therefor important that we clarifies what the objectives of 
the Youth Front are:

3.3 ws believe that the eradication of apartheid ana the 
creation of a non-facial democracy is 1n the objective interests 
of all South African youth. ve would therefor argue that this 
provides a common platform to unite a broad range of youth:- 
through the Youth Front engage youth in a programme of 
eradicating apartheid in all spheres of society." education, 
health, sports, etc.

3.4 Furthermore. the struggle to rid our country of apartheid 
have reached a particular stage.- Now, more than ever before, the 
possibility exists for a transition from apartheid to a non- 
racial democracy. Through encaging them in the Youth Front, we 
should win over all democratic youth to engage in a programme 
geared towages the speedy achievement of such a transition that 
will result in the drafting and adoption of a democratic 
Constitution.

3.5 violence have dominate the lives of South Africans for 
centuries, and has become a distinct feature of t m s  period of 
transition, reacning enormous proportions. The reasons for the 
violence are varied and complex, we should strive
to commit all democratic forces to work towards ending violence 
and to address the causes of violence.



4.0 An Urgent Task for the Progressive Youth

The ouilding of the Youth Front :s an urgent tasK o* all 
progressive youth of our country. we are on the threshold of 
change, as the shock troops of society we must rapidly 
increase the Dace Of change. K a v m g  set our objectives, we must 
look more seriously at the implementation of this tasK.

4.1 There are divers© interests and needs amongst even the 
organised youtn of our country. We identify the following as the 
m a ’n categories of youth:

the working youth
the student youth
the unemployed ycuth
rural and peasant youth
professional and intellectual youth

Apart ^rom these categories, there are also other cultural, 
social and religious categories of youth. The d i v s i o n s  caused 
Py apartheid are also r e f’e tea in the different political 
affiliations of the youth; some a**e found in organisations w m c h  
have been part of apart*eid institutions whilst others have been 
part of the liberation forces.

4.2 we have stated above that we believe that our objectives set 
fcr the Youth Front can unite a broad range of youth 
organisations. In determining who should be part of the Youth 
Front should be based on preparedness to work on these issues; 
it is not our tasK as the Youth Front to exclude any organisation 
from the onset, but to be as inclusive as possible on the basis 
of our objectives.

4.3 The builaing of the Youth Front is not an event, but a 
process. It is the responsibi1ity of the progressive youth to 
ensure that we co groundwork t3 ensure maximum participation of 
democratic youth in the Youth "ront - from rational to regional 
and iocal levels.

4.4 The Youth Front must oe s. unity Puiid in action. we can 
only hope to mobilise thousands of young people into tne Youth 
Front on the basis of a programme that will involve the rrass of 
our youth on the basis of their interests.

5.0 The Youth front and the Future

5.1 We are committed to fisht for the general interests and 
rights of South African youth in the socio-economic and political 
life of the country. we do so now by mobilising youth to eno 
apartheid. Once a democratic orcer is established, we will have 
to rally youth to address the ^eeos
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c* young p e o o’e. a sector often marginalised when it comes tc 
datermi m n g  national priorities. Drafting a Youth Declaration 
or Charter which wi 11 involve youtn from all walks of life can 
provide a common o^atform for' young people to maKe sure that 
their voices are heara and could serve as a oasis for mobilising 
youth beyond apartheid,

< ne front tactic - as sa'd before - is cetermined Dy the 
wamands of a particular oeriod The Youth Front in a democratic 
South Africa may be differently composed and around different 
issues.

S e c t  1 o n  B  7 ~ o w &  f ~ d  s; &  P* r'&mrrits !

Having outlined the general political considerations in building 
the youth League, we w i l ■ in th s section raise the issues around 
a orac*"ica1 programme of building the Youth Front,

1. Priorities for the Youth movement in this phase

As stated before, we are at a particular juncture in the history 
of struggle, In this phase we identifies three 
main priorities for the youth movement, as well as the democratic 
movement as a whole:

i.i he possibilities too ay e ist for a peaceful transition to 
a non-racial democracy through egotiations. H o w e v e r , the regime 
s.lso enters into negotiations with set objectives. Our task 
therefor is to ensure that the process of the transition is 
democratic and takes place speedily.

1 .2 This oerioc of transition is narked with violence of immense 
proportions. It *s th© task of the youth to ensure that the 
climate for lasting peace is created, by increase its 
contribution to bring aoout the end of aoarthsid, unify o u r  

people and struggle for trie creation of a climate of Deace.

1.3 We must sow the seeds for the process of fundamental 
transformation of our country row. This means intensifying our 
struggle for the democratisat ion of all spheres of society, 
addressing the ineoualities caused by apartheid. We must be 
involved in shaping our future.
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2. Objectives

"herefcr, in the ouilding the fouth Front in this pnase, we 
shou'd aim to:~

= '<tenc our influence over youth in the middle ground: ie 
youth in various non-political formations, and middle ground 
political groupings

break communication barriers Detween ourselves and other 
anti-apartheid youth organisations, disseminate our oolitical 
h e  1 1 e f s :

2.3 building a united front :f youth committed to a non-racial 
democracy ana to mocilise tnem fcr liberation, In aoing 3 0 ,

2.4 we must engage them 1n a orogramme of action to or t o  about 
a democratic transition;

2.5 mobilise youth to work a tively to end the violence in the 
oooressed communities;

2.6 involve youth in uni tea action to transform different 
soheres of society, ie educat on, sport, etc.

2.6 huild the unity of the youth as a oasis for broader unity 
of our people.

3. How broad must we go, wna ; structure and programme?

We have stated above that we should ain to o& as inclusive as 
possible, Our suggestion is that

3.1 in the initial phase the -outh Front should be o ut Id arouna 
issues rather than on a set of principles, ana

should oe so loosely structurec as to allow for 
organisations to come in on issues they feel comfortable to Co 
so; for examole wa may be a'. 1e to include all organisations 
around a orogramme on the education crisis, Put not on other 
issues or InKhata Youth Brigade may hypothetically want to 
participate on a programme to ena violence, but not to be part 
of demanding a Constituent Assembly, etc.
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3.3 is  to  a Programme, th e  violence i s  c l e a r l y  one issue that 
wil' have \ i n f a c t  have a b e a n  'g on a l l  other orocesses tnat are 
going on a t  the  moment. The outh Front as cart of a strategy 
to bring about peace in our communities nave great potential.

■3.4 This however does rot preclude the Youth Front in the snort- 
term *>om tackl m g  other issues of the cay, issues linked to the 
negotiations and speci^'c ' $ j e s  ^ac^ng youth, eg eoucation, 
crime, health education (Aids etc.

4. Suggestions for a Process

por the sake of clarity, the suggested processes can be divides 
into two categories, namely

* those relating to the core of the Youth Front 
(fraternal organisations) and; 
extending to other organisations.

4.1 The Seminar initiated by the ANC Youth League on 01\03\91 
where fraternal youtn organ sations were present made the 
following recommendations:

a. for the drafting of this j o i n t  d i s c u s s io n  paper to be 
distributed for discussions in ail participating 
organisations, at national, regional and local levels

b. discussions at a rational level should continue about 
the processes of bui'ding the Youth Front.

c. a further recommendation by the committee that 
drafted this caper wet for a national workshop that 
would include reps from regions of organisations to 
take decisions on the process.

d. this orocess to include similar discussions between 
fraternal organisations at regional and local levels.

e. participating organisations should a o p o m t  specific 
people in their orgarisations to work on the Youtn 
Front Initiative.

4.2 The participants at different levels had and are having 
contact with youth o r q a m s a t  ons. This should continue anci
> -i  ̂r ■i .



4,3 We should work towards a N a t i o n a l  Y o u t h  S u m m i t
that should include the broadest range of youth organisations, 
Th1s is an initiative for which preparations snoui'd begin at the 
earliest possible date. The national workshop suggested aoove 
is therefor a o r i o r n y .

The main purpose of the Youth Summit should D® to come out with 
a Programme of Action around specific issues, Tne national 

Kafivu sfiwuiu aisu fuerttlfy Lne issues ano iook at practicat 
arrangements for a process towards tne YS, This should incluae 
resources for the initiative.
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END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN

P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 Fax: 834-3189

June 10 1991

Mrs Tiaan van der Merwe 
9 Main Drive 
Three Anchor Bay 
Cape Town 
8001 .

Dear Mrs van der Merwe,

I write on behalf of the members of the End Conscription Campaign 
to convey to you our deep sympathy on the sudden and shocking 
death of your husband.

You will no doubt have been told by many people how sadly he will 
be missed in many areas of work, and this applies also to the 
issue of conscription into the SADF. We know that in him ECC had 
a sympathetic ear and a voice that was always willing to speak 
out for a cause that he believed in, and against the abuse of 
power within the ranks of the security forces.

To you personally and your family we can only say that we feel 
with you in your great loss.

Yours sincerely

Nan Cross 
National worker



hrle. : <Z-\/lfrTf\ r-

P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 v  Fax: 834-3189

April 19 1991

Nelda Thelin
Mennonite Central Committee 
P.O.Box 174 
Umtata 
T ranskei

Dear Nelda,

Visit of Mennonite volunteers to Johannesburg in September.

This is to confirm that since our telephone conversation of last 
week I have seen William Smith of the SACC. He will organise the 
booking of a conference room for the group at Khotso House on 
Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4tn September, and probably also a 
visit to Soweto or one of the other townships/squatter camps. He 
has also diarised your visit to Johannesburg on April 30 so 
should be available for consultation with you then.
(But it might be advisable for you to confirm this in advance by 
phone, 011 832-3540 or fax 011 492-1448)

I look forward to meeting you on April 30, and will be discussing 
with Mandy the contrioution which tCC can make to the programme 
for the volunteers.

Yours sincerely

Nan <Cross
ECC national worker
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Central
C om m ittee Southern Africa Regional Office

P.O. Box 33
Gaborone
Botswana

Telephone: 351090 
Telex: 2345 Both BD

M a n d y  T a y l o r ,  E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n ,  
K h o t s o  H o u s e ,
6 2  M a r s h a l l  S t r e e t ,
M a r s h a l l t o w n ,
J o h a n n e s b u r g  2 0 0 1 ,
S o u t h  A f r i c a .

D e a r  M a n d y ,

G r e e t i n g s !  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  w h e t h e r  y o u  c a n  h e l p  m e  o n c e  
a g a i n  in o r i e n t i n g  a g r o u p  o f  M e n n o n i t e  w o r k e r s  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  
r e g i o n  in t h e  n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s .  A s  y o u  k n o w ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  
t o  h e l p  n e w  w o r k e r s  c o m i n g  t o  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  f r o m  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  
u n d e r s t a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  s o c i e t y ,  a s  w h a t  
h a p p e n s  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  c e r t a i n l y  h a s  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  f o r  o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s  in t h e  r e g i o n .

A f a i r l y  l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  M e n n o n i t e  w o r k e r s  (as m a n y  a s  19) w i l l  be 
in t h e  J o h a n n e s b u r g  a r e a  f r o m  2 t o  7 S e p t e m b e r  f o r  s u c h  an 
o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h e s e  a r e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  i n v o l v e d  in v o l u n t e e r  
a s s i g n m e n t s  in M o z a m b i q u e ,  S w a z i l a n d ,  Z a m b i a ,  Z i m b a b w e ,  B o t s w a n a  
a n d  L e s o t h o .  T h e y  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  in t h e  f i e l d s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  a 
n u m b e r  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  p e o p l e  a s k i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e y  m i g h t  be 
a b l e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  t h e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  y o u r s e l v e s  a t  EC C ,  t h e  SAC C ,  
t h e  ICT, t h e  N E u C ,  a n d  t h e  B l a c k  S a s h .  A n y  o t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  
f r o m  y o u  w o u l d  a l s o  be a p p r e c i a t e d .

W o u l d  it b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  g r o u p  t o  m e e t  w i t h  s o m e o n e  f r o m  t h e  
E C C  a t  s o m e  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h a t  w e e k ,  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  a b o u t  
m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  a n d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  t h e  w o r k  of 
t h e  E C C ?  A f e w  y e a r s  a g o  t h i s  w a s  d o n e  a s  a p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  
p r o v e d  t o  b e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  w h o  a t t e n d e d .  A 
s i m i l a r  f o r m a t  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  n i c e ,  t h o u g h  it w o u l d  a l s o  be 
h e l p f u l  t o  m e e t  w i t h  y o u  o r  o t h e r s  a t  y o u r  o f f i c e  s o m e t i m e  d u r i n g  
o n e  o f  t h e  d a y s  o f  2 t o  7 S e p t e m b e r .  M o s t  of t h e s e  w o r k e r s  w i l l  
b e  q u i t e  n e w  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  d o n e  s o m e  
r e a d i n g ,  t h i s  w i l l  b e  f o r  m a n y  a b e g i n n i n g  in l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  
S o u t h  A f r i c a  b e y o n d  p o p u l a r  W e s t e r n  m e d i a  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .

I r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  is e a r l y  t o  g e t  s u c h  a m e e t i n g  i n t o  y o u r  
s c h e d u l e ,  b u t  a m  s t a r t i n g  e a r l y  b e c a u s e  I w i l l  b e  r e t u r n i n g  to 
w o r k  in N o r t h  A m e r i c a  in A p r i l .  N e l d a  T h e l i n ,  w h o  w o r k s  w i t h  M C C  
in t h e  E a s t e r n  C a p e  ( T r a n s k e i  a n d  C i s k e i )  r e g i o n ,  w i l l  b e  
f o l l o w i n g  u p  a n d  f i n a l i z i n g  t h e  s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  
t o u r .  Y o u  c a n  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  h e r  at P. O .  B o x  174, U m t a t a ,  
T r a n s k e i ,  o r  s h e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  p h o n e  b y  l e a v i n g  a m e s s a g e
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w i t h  t h e  I s a a c  f a m i l y  a t  ( 0 471) 2 3 5 1 6 .  S h e  w i l l  b e  in t o u c h  w i t h  
y o u  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  t o u r  to m a k e  f i n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

T h a n k s  in a d v a n c e  f o r  a n y  h e l p  y o u  c a n  g i v e  u s  in t h i s  m a t t e r .
W e  f e e l  t h a t  it is i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e l p  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n s  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  s o c i e t y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  of f l u x  a n d  
c h a n g e ,  a n d  v a l u e  y o u r  h e l p  in d o i n g  t h i s .

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y ,

J u d y  Z i m m e r m a n  H e r r ,
M C C  R e g i o n a l  C o o r d i n a t o r

cc: N e l d a  T h e l i n

(( ( < f f a
A c ^  / W o W  - H s J ^  " - V

( c i o o  a . o  o<f ~?l 35. o ■
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P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 v Fax: 834-3189

April 19 1991

Kevin McManus 
34 Florence Road 
Observatory 
7925

Dear Kevin

Possible Questions for the DP in Parliament

The following is a rough draft which can be worked on by Cape 
Town ECC o r  the DP

1.Questions on the van Loggerenberg Committee report

1.1. It seems to be generally accepted that the van Loggerenberg 
Committee appointed by Magnus Malan in 1989 has completed its 
report in regard to the “manpower needs" of the SADF. What are 
the findings with regard to the future of the present system of 
military conscription?

1.2. Is tne report of the committee to be published or 
alternatively to be made available to members of oarliament?

1.3. Will there be an opportunity to discuss the findings of the 
reDort in the Defence debate this year? If not, why not?

1.4. Whether the report is made available or not, when will the 
recommendations with regard to conscription come into effect?

2. Questions on prosecutions under the Defence Act.

These questions arise as it seems that there is a steady stream 
of prosecutions taking place in Magistrates courts on 
conscription-related issues (e.g. at least nine cases were set 
down for the week 8 - 1 5  April 1991 in the Johannesburg 
magistrates court and there may well have been more).
The charges are: Failure to notify change of address, Failure 
to report for service (either natonal service or camps), Failure 
to register for national service, Refusal to serve. Other cases, 
such as being Absent Without Official Leave (AWOL) are probably 
dealt with at courts martial, and some of the "offences" 
mentioned above may also be dealt with internally.

Since the Minister of Defence has steadfastly refused to answer 
questions about the number of conscripts failing to report, it 
may be useful to try this approach:

2.1 How many prosecutions have taken place over the last year 
on charges of Failing to Report for service in the SADF?



2.3 Of the civilian court cases, what is the geographical 
breakdown of the cases prosecuted?

2.4 What criteria are used in deciding which conscripts should 
be prosecuted?

2.5 If there are no set criteria, is it left entirely to the 
discretion of the Military Police in any area to make this 
decision?

2.6 What are the costs involved in following up and prosecuting 
conscripts for offences under the Defence Act (including time 
spent in court by officers of the Military Police)? .

This is all very much out of the top of my head, and I know that 
questions have to be carefully phrased in order to get any 
meaningful answers (e.g. 2.5 above needs to be differently put). 
But if you could get something going with the DP in order to 
raise the whole issue of conscription again at the time of the 
Defence debate it could be useful both to ECC and to conscripts 
generally. There is also the question of course about "whites 
only" conscription in the light of the demise of the Population 
Registration Act, but I think that may already have been dealt 
with in an oblique way by Magnus.However it may be worth raising 
again: naturally any political capital that the DP can make out 
of the conscription issue they should grab.

Last!y, perhaps a question directly related to Alan Storey 
would be useful, making much of his stand as a Christian pacifist 
and peace worker. Something like the following:
If the Attorney general decides not to proceed with the 
prosecution of the Revd Alan Storey on a charge of refusing to 
serve in the SADF, does this in effect mean that the laws 
relating to conscription are a dead letter?

Can anything be done with all (or some) of this?
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Kevin McManus 
34 Florence Road 
Observatory 
7925

Dear Kevin

Possible Questions for the DP in Parliament

The following is a rough draft which can be worked on by Cape 
Town ECC or the DP

1.Questions on the van Loggerenberg Committee report

1.1. It seems to be generally accepted that the van Loggerenberg 
Committee appointed by Magnus Mai an in 1989 has completed its 
report in regard to the "manpower needs" of the SADF. What are 
the findings with regard to the future of the present system of 
military conscription?

1.2. Is the report of the committee to be published or 
alternatively to be made available to members of parliament?

1.3. Will there be an opportunity to discuss the findings of the 
report in the Defence debate this year? If not, why not?

1.4. Whether the report is made available or not, when will the 
recommendations with regard to conscription come into effect?

2. Questions on prosecutions under the Defence Act.

These questions arise as it seems that there is a steady stream 
of prosecutions taking place in Magistrates courts on 
conscription-related issues (e.g. at least nine cases were set 
down for the week 8 - 1 5  April 1991 in the Johannesburg 
magistrates court and there may well have been more).
The charges are: Failure to notify change of address, Failure 
to report for service (either natonal service or camps), Failure 
to register for national service, Refusal to serve. Other cases, 
such as being Absent Without Official Leave (AWOL) are probably 
dealt with at courts martial, and some of the "offences" 
mentioned above may also be dealt with internally.

Since the Minister of Defence has steadfastly refused to answer 
questions about the number of conscripts failing to report, it 
may be useful to try this approach:

2.1 How many prosecut i ons . have taken place over the last year 
on charges of Failing to Report for service in the SADF?

f e n d  i*r\



2.3 Of the civilian court cases, what is the geographical 
breakdown of the cases prosecuted?

2.4 What criteria are used in deciding which conscripts should 
be prosecuted?

2.5 If there are no set criteria, is it left entirely to the 
discretion of the Military Police in any area to make this 
decisi on?

2.6 What are the costs involved in following up and prosecuting 
conscripts for offences under the Defence Act (including time 
spent in court by officers of the Military Police)?

This is all very much out of the top of my head, and I know that 
questions have to be carefully phrased in order to get any 
meaningful answers (e.g. 2.6 above needs to be differently put). 
But if you could get something going with the DP in order to 
raise the whole issue of conscription again at the time of the 
Defence debate it could be useful both to ECC and to conscripts 
generally. There is also the question of course about "whites 
only" conscription in the light of the demise of the Population 
Registration Act, but I think that may already have been dealt 
with in an oblique way by M a g n u s .However it may be worth raising 
again: naturally any political capital that the DP can make out 
of the conscription issue they should grab.

Lastl y , perhaps a question directly related to Alan Storey 
would be useful , making much of his stand as a Christian pacifist 
and peace worker. Something like the following:
If the Attorney general decides not to proceed with the 
prosecut/on of the Revd Alan Storey on a charge of refusing to 
serve in the S A D F , does this in effect mean that the laws 
relating to conscription are a dead letter?

Can anything be done with all (or some) of this?
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P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 Fax: 834-3189

To: Maggie Patterson, CIIR 
Fax No: 0944 71 359-0017 
From: Nan Cross 
Date: 25 April 1991 
No of pages: 1

Dear Maggie,

Earlier this month I received a telephone call from Trevor Cook 
of Development and Peace in Canada (he was phoning from the 
Airport here on his way out), asking about a report back on 
grants made to ECC "over the last few years". I was somewhat 
floored by this, having only just taken over the office work 
from Roddy and certainly not being in a position to cope with 
such an enquiry. Anyway,he sounded very vague about the whole 
thing but said he would be seeing you soon and would probably get 
the info from you.

But this makes me wonder what you would like from me in the way 
of a report on ECC activities and separate financial report, and 
when? We are having a national conference on 9-12 May and should 
be in a good position then to assess what is happening around the 
country. As far as the C.O. situation goes, the fact that Alan 
Sto r e y’s trial has been postponed to June' 17* while the State 
makes up its mind whether to prosecute or not, is definitely a 
step forward in the gradual erosion of the present system of 
conscription. On May 20, Douglas T o r r’s case comes up on appeal 
(he was sentenced to one y e a r’s imprisonment on July 31 last year 
and is currently on bail) and we are waiting to see what will 
happen then. His and Alan S t o r e y’s stands are both Christian 
pacifist, but D o u g’s much more anti-SADF political than A l a n’s.
The same advocate is dealing with both cases.

Greetings from Mandy (who suggested that I write to you) and 
Alastair - I see them both quite often.

Y o u r s ,

Nan Cross
National office worker.

♦Clipping attached.
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To: Maggie Patterson, CIIR 
Fax No: 0944 71 359-0017 
From: Nan Cross 
Date: 25 A o n  1 1991 
No of pages: 1

P.O. Box 537 
Kengray 2100
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country. As far as the C.O. situation goes, the fact that Alan 
Storey’s trial has been postoonea to June' 17* while the State 
makes u d  its mind whether to prosecute or not, is definitely a 
step forward in the gradual erosion of the present system of 
conscription. On May 20, Douglas T o r r’s case comes up on aopeal 
(he was sentenced to one ye a r’s imprisonment on July 31 last year 
and is currently on Pail) and we are waiting to see what will 
happen then. His and Alan Storey’s stands are both Christian 
pacifist, but D o u g’s much more anti-SADF political than A l a n’s. 
The same advocate is dealing with both cases.

Greetings from Mandy (who suggested that 
Alastair - I see them both quite often.
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Nan Cr*oss 
National office worker,
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General Secretory Ian Linc'en
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London N I  7AF, U K

Tol«phone 01-354 0883
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E»a conscription campaign

Eear Nan,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  leti-Ar-

o?g ™ lng Trevor»s call i think g°°d t0 have news of ECC.
r e P o r t s  r e q u i r e d  - c r o n © M  v a g u a n o a a  v o a  o v e r  L h «  L y u e

a b o u t  e c c  o v e r  t h e  n ^ a t i v * S p o r t s  f r o ^ S s

™ f X?2 appl;i^ t ion. However received with each
contributions, ' for o b v i o u s  ' not mention specific
financial records of receipts anr?S? ? S ’ _Ho w e v e r / we have the 
a report on those. receiP ts and transfers, so we will prepare

w h a t  I  d e  nppfl t n  g o  w i t h  * h i a  ■’ 1 1 
êiuifc, your own financial ™  »l*«l«*vwi yuu n a v e  in
w°uld also appreciate r e c e i S  h These I can send with ours.

your May conference in ^he wav n ? ¥ ou ar® PreP a*ing for
e in ,.he way of activity/financial reports etc.

iund?aitingn it n e e d ^ t o ^ d L  <-iC that ECC w l U  do what*ver 
^ i c i a l l y  explain to f u n d e r /  V.°IIR. b e f o r e  needs to 
'ding is being organised situation is, how the

lor. ir involved W e have al(v l ^ and? J rUst?) and that we are no 
no longer involved hut »-,*■ i written to them to say we are 
like clarification! P res™ a b l y ,  like CCODP, they would all

Good luok with your conferenc;e/ anfl l o w  to an(j w

All the best,

Maggie Paterson 
Southern Africa Desk

Incorporated with Limited Liability Registered In England No. 2002500 
Registered office abuve. Charity Registration No. 294329
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P.O. Box 537 
Kengray 2100

To: Maggie Patterson, CIIR 
Fax No: 0944 71 359-0017 
From: Nan Cross 
Da t e : 25 A o n  1 1991 
No of pages: 1

Dear Maggie,

Earlier this month I received a telephone call from Trevor Cook 
of Development and Peace in Canada (he was phoning frpm the 
Airport here on his way out), asking about a report back on 
grants tmade to ECC "over the last few years". I was somewhat 
floored by this, having only just taken over the office work 
from Roddy and certainly not being in a position to cope with 
such an enquiry. Anyway,he sounded very vague about the whole 
thing but said he would be seeing you soon and would probably get 
the info from you.

But this makes me woncer what you would like from me in the way 
of a reoort on ECC activities and separate financial report, and 
when? We are having a national conference on 9-12 May and should 
be in a good position then to assess what is happening around the 
country. As far as the C.O. situation goes, the fact that Alan 
Storey’s trial has been postoonea to June' 17* while the State 
makes uo its mind whether to prosecute or not, is definitely a 
step forward in the gradual erosion of the present system of 
conscription. On May 20, Douglas T o r r’s case comes up on appeal 
(he was sentenced to one ye a r’s imprisonment on July 31 last year 
and is currently on bail) and we are waiting to see what will 
happen then. His and Alan Sto r e y’s stands are both Christian 
pacifist, but D o u g’s much more anti-SADF political than A l a n’s.
The same advocate is dealing with both cases.

Greetings from Mandy (who suggested that I write to you) and 
Alastair - I see them both quite often._________ __________ _________Army service:

'■VI Vy - '■*/ j* './r.U? *. . Mi-*- -minister appears
Court R eporter to begin his army se;

THE Reverend Allan vice on January 9 th
Storey of the Central year.
Methodist Mission in The prosecutor, Mrs

Johannesburg appeared van der Berg, requestt
briefly before Mr H that the matter be pr
Verhoef in the Johan- visionally postponed
nesburg Magistrate's June 17, pending the d
Court ‘ yesterday cision of the Attome
charged with refusing to General on whether t
report for national ser- continue with the-pro
vice. J , , |  ecution of Mr .Store

He faces an alterna- , (22), the son o f Bish
tive charge o f failing to ,  Peter Storey, head
report for service. the Southern Transva

According to the Region of the Methodi
charge sheet he was due Church.

Y o u r s ,

Nan Cross
National office worker. 

^Clipping attached.
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Fax: 834-3189
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A p r i 1 14,  1990 
E a s t  H a r l e m ,  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y

A-tJt £.n d *  d . b y : A l e x i s  B i s o s ,  B r a h m  F l e i a c h ,  D e n n i s  M u m b l e ,  Di S c o t t ,  
J o n a t h a n  S h a p i r o ,  J o h n  S a u n d e r s ,  K a r i n a  T u r o k ,  a n d  P a t  V a n  H e e r d e n .

C i m l T  '• A l e x i

M i n u t e ?  t a k e n  b y : B r a h m

1) A g e n d a  A g e n d a  a p p r o v e d  w i t h o u t  m o d j f i c a t i o n .

2) Jutrody.^Aii-n ““ A l e x i  g a v e  a b r i e r  o v e r v i e w  o f  h o w  t h e  i d e a  g o t  
s t a r t e d ,  a n d  h i «  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  \ h e  H u d d l e s t o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  (HT R )  a n d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  War. R e s i s t e r s  
( C O S A W R ) .  A l e x i  is a s i g n a t o r y  t o  t h e  H I R .  A i e x i  h a d  a l s o  h a d  
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  J o h n  on a n e e d  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in t h e  US.

3) P u r p o a e  o f  1fhe G r o u p  -- A l e x i  a n d  J o h n  p r o p o s e d  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  
o b j e c t i v e s  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  next p a g e .  I t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  a p o s s i b l e  
a d d i t i o n a l  p u r p o s e  of t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  to 
p r o v i d e  a f o r u m  for g r e a t e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  S A  c o m m u n i t y  in t h e  US in r e s p e c t  to 
c o n s c r i p t i o n  i s s u e s .  T h i s  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  d e b a t e ,  a n d  b e  a h o m e  
f o r  h e r e t o f o r e  i s o l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e  n e e d s  of s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l *  
to r e m a i n  a n o n y m o u s  f o r  p e r s o n a l - p o 1 i t i c a i  r e a s o n s  w a s  d i s c u s s e d .  
A l s o  d i s c u s s e d  w e r e  t h e  A m b i g u o u s  r e a s o n s  w h y  s o m e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  
left a n d  A r e  s t i l l  l e a v i n g ,  i.e. to s t u d y ,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
p u b l i c l y  a r t i c u l a t i n g  t h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  to c o n s c r i p t i o n .  T h i s  
r a i s e s  p r o b l e m s  for t h e  HIR. T h i s  led i n t o  d i s c u s s i o n  of the 
l a r g e r  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  other- o b j e c t o r  
g r o u p s  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a g r o u p  w i t h  a b r o a d  a n d  
p o p u l a r  n a t u r e  in the US.

Pat s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  for c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  
C a m p a i g n  { E C C )  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in t h e  U K  a n d  S A  e s p e c i a l l y  

C O ^ W R .

J o n a t h a n  p r o p o s e d  a d o p t i n g  an E C C  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a w i d e  
r a n g e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c o m m i t t e d  p o s i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a c i f i s t s  and 
n o n - p a c i f i s t s ,  p u b l i c  a n d  n o n - p u b l i c  o b j e c t o r s ,  a n d  e v e n  t h o s e  t h a t  
c h o s e  f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  to s e r v e .  C O N S E N S U S  w a s  r e a c h e d  t h a t  the 
g r o u p  w i l l  a d o p t  t h e  E C C  l i n e  a c c e p t i n g  b o t h  p a c i f i s t s  a n d  n o n -  
paci fiats.

A l e x i  reit.erared t h e  n e e d  f o r  s t r o n g  t i e s  w i t h  E C C  a n d  CO^wft, He 
r a i s e d  t h e  issue- o f  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  AN C .  N e e d  t o  c o n t i n u o u s l y  r a i s e



a n d  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  A N C  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of c o n s c r i p t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  
d i r e c t  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  J o n a t h a n  r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  of t h e  n e e d  to 
c l a r i f y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W o u l d  m e m b e r s h i p  of 
E C C  o r  COS^WR m e a n  a u t o m a t i c  m e m b e r s h i p  of n e w  o r g a n a  a a t i o n , s h o u l d  
i n d i v i d u a l s  j o i n  in o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o u n t r y ?  T h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
s t r u c t u r e  a n d  a f f i l i a t i o n  r e s u r f a c e d  as u n d e r l y i n g  i s s u e s  t o  be 
a d d r e s s e d .

T w o  b r o a d  g r o u p i n g s  w o u l d  be i n v o l v e d  in t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h o s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  to b e c o m e  s i g n a t o r i e s  to t h e  H I H ,  a n d  
t h o s e  t h a t  s u p p o r t e d  but not r e a d y  or a h l e  to s i g n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
s p o u s e s  a n d  p e r s o n s  c o n n e c t e d  in s o m e  w a y  to c o n s c r i p t s .  Di 
r a i a e d  t h e  o v e r a l l  p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e  of a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  J i k e  this, 
to b r i n g  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  in e x i l e  i n t o  t h e  m o v e m e n t .  A l e x i  n o t e d  
t h a t  it d i d  n o t  m a k e  s e n s e  t o  m a k e  a n y  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
s i g n a t o r i e s  a n d  n o n - s i g n a t o r i e s  to t h e  HI R ,  c o m m i t t e d  e n d  n o n -  
p o l i t i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  J o h n  a r g u e d  f o r  a b r o a d  
o r g a n !  n a t i o n  that, c o u l d  f u n c t i o n  as a n e t w o r k  a n d  f u l f i l l  d i v e r s e  
r o l e s  f o r  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  in the US, e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  a f f e c t e d  by 
c o n s c r i p t i o n .  Pat. r e m i n d e d  t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  
s h o u l d  r e m a i n  t h e  f o c u s  o n  g e t t i n g  p e o p l e  to b e c o m e  s i g n a t o r i e s  to 

t h e  HIR.

A l e x i  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  a n e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;

a ) M.tfflb.PX3LhiP d r i v e  f o r  t h e  H u d d l e s t o n  In t e r nat.ioimi Ko g i st-er
b ) C a m p a i g n  for._the x i  g h L .i.Q.j.sy.bllD_in._US

- C o n g r e s s
- W o r k  w i t h  a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  g r o u p i n g s  in t h e  U S  t o w a r d s  

t h i s  a i m

o ) S u p p o r t  n e t w o r k .fgr._ I n rgiijj.erB
- legrtj
- f i n a n c i a l
- a c c o m m o d a t i o n
- c a r e e r

- s o c i a l
d ) C r e a t e  a f o r u m  f o r  o n g o i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  a n d  

d e b a t e  a r o u n d  c o n s c r i p t i o n  i s s u e s  to t e a c h  a b r o a d e r  b a s e  
of S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  l i v i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  US.

T h e  o b j e c t i v e #  w e r e  a d o p t e d  by C O N S E N S U S .

Di s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t.he o n g o i n g  f o r u m  id)) m i g h t  b e  c o n n e c t e d  in s o m e  
w a y  w i t h  t h e  m o n t h l y  t o w n  m e e t i n g s  o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  M a n d e l a  
R e c e p t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  its s p o n s o r  o r g a n i z n t i o n s . In t h i s  w a y  
t h e r e  w o u l d  be o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

A l e x i  m a d e  a c a l l  f o r  s u b c o m m i t t e e s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  t a s k s  to f u l f i l l  
o u r  o b j e c t i v e s .  T h e s e  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  t h e  n e x t  i t e m  o n  the 

a g e n d a .
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i) Sj^Aftmi-ttiV* ..to.I<4t»jii.iIy._Jj'Rtyr_§ .Mjember,* ( r e f e r r e d  to in t h e  
m e e t i n g  as t h e  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  P o p u l a t i o n s )

S u b c o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s :  A l e x i ,  J o h n ,  a n d  B r a h m

T h e  t a s k  o f  t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  is to p r e p a r e  t w o  w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t s :

a) P r e l i m i n a r y  i n f o r m a l  r e s e a r c h  a m o n g  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  
a b o u t  i s s u e s  a n d  n e e d s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  e x i l e d  
c o n s c r i p t s .

b) D e v e l o p  a p l a n  f o r  s y s t e m a t i c  r e s e a r c h  o n  S o u t h  
A f r i c a n  c o n s c r i p t s  in t h e  US,

ii) $ L ! ^ S W m iX % £ £ . - ftD...OrftftHi gJtU.aaa ( F o r m e r l y  T a s k  F o r c e  on 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s )

S u b c o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s :  J o n a t h a n ,  P a t  a n d  A l e x i

T h e  t a s k  o f  t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  is r.o c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  v a r i o u s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i.e., ECC, COS^/R and t h e  W a r  R e g i s t e r s  L e a g u e  
( WRL ) .  S p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  r e q u e s t e d  of e a c h  
organized, i o n :
a) O t h e r  u s e f u l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in t h e  UR to c o n t a c t .
b) L i t e r a t u r e ,  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  m a i l i n g  H s t s ,

c) I s s u e s  o f  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  e . g . .  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  
to s i g n a t o r i e s  of KIR.

d) a s s e s s  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a f f i l i a t i o n  o r  b e c o m i n g  a 
b r a n c h  of o r g a n i z a t i o n .

J o n a t h a n  to c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  ECC, A l e x i  w i t h  C O S W R  a n d  W R l . 
W r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  a b o u t  t h e  o u t c o m e  of t h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i l l  
be t a b l e d  at the n e x t  m e e t i n g  of I (‘OC T  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  
R e p o r t s  wi J 1 o u t l i n e  p o s s i b l e  c o u r s e s  of a c t i o n  to be 
a d o p t e d .D o n n i s  a g r e e d  to p r e p a r e  r e p o r t  o n  A N C s p o l i t i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  o n  various* o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

H i )  E ^ t j L ^ . A d d . r e s ^  ,^d_Ad(BiJlLBt_c.&.viv.^--^-«jep^.rV.

In t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p o s t a l  a d d r e s s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  
f o r  I C O C T  it b e c a m e  c l e a r  t h a t  a n  a p p r o a c h  to W R L  f o r  s u p p o r t  
w a s  n o t  o u r  o n l y  o p t i o n .  p o s s i b l e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  it w e r e  
r a i s e d ,  T h e  g r o u p  d e c i d e d  t o  e x p l o r e  o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  o p t i o n s  
i n c l u d i n g :

a. A m e r i c a n  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A f r i c a  ( A C O A )  a n d  R a d i c a l  
H i s t o r y  R e v i e w  (RH R )  -- P a t

b. N o n - a f f i l i a t i o n  -- J o h n
e. C h u r c h  -- B r a h m
d, W R L  -- A l e x i  

A s h o r t  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  o n  e a c h  w i l l  be d r a f t e d  f o r  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  n e x t  m e e t i n g .  B s w e d  o n  t h e s e  reports a 
d e c i s i o n  w i l l  he m a d e  a b o u t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s .



i
i

5) O t h e r . I s s u e s

F t e £ A i  A g r e e d  to h o l d  o v e r  q u e s t i o n s  of f u n d i n g  t i l l  n e x t  
m e e t i n g .  J o h n  o f f e r e d  to t a k e  c a r e  of a c c o u n t i n g  for 
o r g a n i Z H t i o n  a n d  f l o a t  $ 5 0  to c o v e r  a n y  c o s t s .  A l e x i  a g r e e d  

to m a k e  i n q u i r i e s  at the* U N  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A p a r t h e i d  in 
r e s p e c t  to f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  I C O C I .

iJtSL&X 'The i s s u e  of t h e  legal s t a t u s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  
r a i s e d .  D e n n i s  a n d  J o h n  a g r e e d  to l o o k  i n t o  p o s s i b l e  n o n 
p r o f i t  s t a t u s  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  W i l l  l o o k  to t h e  N a t i o n a l
* e *‘s G u i l d  f o r  s u p p o r t .

Ni £ I n t e r i m  C o m m i t t e e  o n  C o n s c r i p t i o n  i s s u e s  ( I C O C I )  a g r e e d  
to b y  C O N S E N S U S . P o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  in f u t u r e  d e p e n d i n g  o n  
a f f i l i a t i o n  a n d / o r  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the g r o u p .

P u b l i c i t y  C O N S E N S U S  on t h e  n e e d  t o  r e a c h  o u t  to o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  a p o s s i b l e  i n t e r e s t  in I C O C I .

T h e r e f o r e :

a) as m a n y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  as p o s s i b l e  in 
N e w  Y o r k  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A r e a  w i l l  be i n v i t e d  to 
o u r  next m e e t i n g

b) the m i n u t e s  o f  o u r  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  be 
d i s t r i b u t e d  to t h e  E C C , C O ^ W R ,  WfcJ, a n d  o t h e r  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  p a r t i e s .

6 )  N £ £ t _ M e £ j L i n g

Fast Harlem, -fr-.-SQ- -ft ft t u r '■•»'«.y -"Apyri— , 1990.

?• ?o ffn /UcrvuXo^ April 3°



TO: Jonathan Shapiro
Interim Committee on Conscription Issues 
Fax No: (212) 7378645

FROM: Mandy Taylor
ECC National Worker 
Fax No: (011) 8366931

Date: 30 -04-1999

Dear Jonathan,

Firstly to send the members of ICOCI greetings and good wishes 
from ECC and COSG. The people who have had a chance to read the 
minutes of your first meeting have all expressed great excitement 
at the new initiative.

I have circulated copies of the minutes to the 10 ECC branches, 
asking for their response, particularly on the question of 
affiliation. COSG has a national meeting scheduled for this 
coming weekend, and the issues will be raised there as well.

COSAWR in London, have recently raised the possibility of COSAWR 
closing down and ECC taking over their London office. This 
question will be discussed at the ECC National Conference which 
will be happening from 24 - 27 May, 1990. We are hoping that a 
COSAWR person might be present to assist us in that discussion. 
Our response to ICOCI with regard to affiliation, or becoming a 
branch of COSAWR or ECC, will be dependent on that discussion 
with COSAWR.

Accordingly, we w o n’t be able to give any definitive response 
to your requests until after our national conference. In the 
meantime, I will be posting an update on SA war resistance issues 
to you. From that you will note that ECC is back on the road and 
is again becoming the central organisation in this sphere, with 
organisations like COSG becoming more specialised in their 
concerns. For the groups interest, David Bruce is out on bail and 
his matter has been set down in the Jhb Magistrates Court for 18 
May, for resentencing. Charles Bester has opted not to apply for 
bail at this stage. An application to extend the recent Appeal 
Court judgement to him, is underway. May sees four objector 
trials coming up, so life here will be hectic. In addition, ECC 
will be taking up the issue of CCB death squads.

* If you would like a copy of the USA section of our local 
mailing lists, please let me know.
* May I suggest that you keep in touch with COSAWR, 
particularly on the question of exiled objectors returning 
publically and in a group, to SA.
* If you have further suggestions, information, etc. that could 
usefully feed into our national conference discussions, please 
let me have that before 24th May.

Lots of good wishes to you and the rest of the group.

Mandy Taylor



Box 174
Umtata, Transkei 
20th May, 1991

Nan Cross
ECC National Worker 
End Conscripton Campaign 
P.O. Box 537 
Kengray 2100

Dear N a n f

I appreciated meeting you a few weeks ago when I was in 
Johannesburg to make arrangements for a Learning Tour. This 
is an exposure for about 20 North Americans who are working 
in other Southern African Countries under the auspices of 
different North American Mennonite Church Agencies.

As you may recall they will be coming to Johannesburg on the 
2nd September and will be at Khotso House all day on Tuesday, 
the 3rd. William Smith and/or Winnie Sibiya with the Ecumenical 
Visitors Centre will be finalising their schedule for that day. 
You mentioned that it would be most convenient for you to give 
some information about the ECC in the afternoon of the 3rd from 
2:30 to 4 P.M. We discussed the possibilities of hearing from 
some of the conscientious objectors, themselves, as well as 
receiving general information about the history and work of 
the ECC.

I greatly appreciate your openness to this kind of exposure 
and your willingess to make the necessary arrangements. Thank 
you also for your other suggestions and for the use of your 
telephone. I hope to pop in again on the morning of July 12th.

Yours sincerely,

Nelda R. Thelin
Mennonite Central Committee Representative
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