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THE NATS FLY A FALSE FLAG
THE INSIDE STORY OF

ELETHU'
JOHANNESBURG. 

Ĵ N (he week that the Minister 
of Justice announced that 

he would ban New Age and 
three other fighting news
papers, the top man of a new 
English-Zulu newspaper said 
confidently **TH1S paper will 
never be banned.'*

The paper is Elethu; the 
spokesman was us managing di
rector, Dr. Abraham M. Dekker 
of SABIKOR, the Nationaiist- 
tinanced South African Bantu In
dustrial Corporation which will 
ensure that Nats make money out 
of Bantustan border industries, 
and which is using this weekly to 
sell the apartheid idea to Africans.

The Nats have been getting 
more skilful, trying to break Afri
can opposition. They have woken 
up to the idea that it is no longer 
good enough to rant and rave 
against Congress policy, rights for 
all, one man one vote.

ROUNDABOUT
They are now deep in the pub- 

li.shing iield putting across their 
own apartheid propaganda. But 
they are doing it in a roundabout 
way because they know full well 
that they will get no African sup
port unless they sail under false 
colours.

#  So Elethu published hand
some pictures of Chief Lutuli slap 
in the middle of its front pages.

#  Appealed to Africans to give 
money for South African Lutuli 
celebrations when the Chief was 
awarded the Nobel Prize.

#  Splashed pictures of the 
Ladysmith celebration of the Lu
tuli award.

#  Boasted a picture of Dennis 
Brutus, leader of the tight against 
apartheid in sport.

MONEY NO OBJECT
Eight issues of the paper have 

appeared, handsomely laid out, 
cluttered with pictures—for there 
is no shortage of money h e re -  
giving the people pictures of 
leaders they follow—but studious
ly avoiding any reports or pictures 
of protests against the Sabotage 
law and all the issues that plague 
the African people: the pass laws, 
arrests, high rents, unemployment.

Dr. Dekker told a New Age re
porter the pictures of Lutuli had 
no political significance; they had 
‘news value.’ The paper is not run

by Nationalists, he said firmly; 
but by a public company, 
SABIKOR, whose shares were 
sold to the public. White and 
Black.

As the venture was a public 
company the paper could not 
‘take sides.’ Criticism of the Gov
ernment had to be ‘responsible.’ 
Said he, “We want to be fair to 
our readers and to the Govern
ment. We want this paper to be as 
the Broadcasting Corporation 
should be.”

AIMS
Some comparison! The SABC is 

the mouth of the Government; 
and Elethu is there to spout the 
policy of the Government, whe
ther the directors admit it or not.

Look at the SABIKOR prospec
tus: Its aims are to:
#  establish industries and busi

ness concerns mainly on the 
boundaries of the ‘Bantu’ ter
ritories;—(make apartheid a 
paying proposition for Whites)

#  to publish newspapers ‘with the 
primary aim of keeping the 
Bantu informed about internal 
and external affairs;—(like 
Government propaganda)

#  to educate the Bantu in the 
light of existing conditions in 
the political field;—(like Bantu 
Education)

#  to discourage all influences 
damaging the relations between 
White and Non-White. (Like 
the Government’s law to smash 
press freedom)

THE BOOT
“For maintaining racial peace 

and for the promotion of good 
neighbourship and race relations 
it is of the utmost importance that 
the Bantu enjoys the relevant 
reading matter in his own lan
guage. As soon as the newspaper 
has been established, it should be 
one of the media through which 
the racial problem should be 
solved,” says SABIKOR.

The Government and National
ists know only one way of solving 
the racial problem: putting the 
heel of the boot firmly on the 
African people. But you can’t tell 
them that; you must pretend the 
boot isn’t there at all, and that is 
the aim of Elethu.

Dr. Dekker told us that 
SABIKOR-Elethu would sue a

U P M Y A L L E Y
T IFE is full of ups and downs, 

 ̂^ and things they say are get
ting vorster and vorster. But as 
the steeplejack said, you can’t 
keep a good man down.

This column first appeared in 
the May Day issue, 1957. During 
those days yours truly and 155 
others were seated in the Drill 
Hall, Johannesburg undergoing a 
preparatory examination for high 
treason.

#  The world knows what came 
of the Treason Trial.

★
lA O  you remember the headlines 

of that issue? Here are some 
of them.

#  Forward To a Minimum of 
£1 a Day!

#  The Great Crisis Ahead—A 
call fur unity, by Moses Kotane.

#  Nat Students Apologise to 
Coloured People—And Mr. Gold
ing Changes Heart.

#  Halt The H-Bomh Tests!
South Africans will continue to

make the same demands, in spite 
of ghoulies and ghosties, and the 
men who come knock-knock- 
knocking in the night.

★
A ND in these times it is prob- 

ably fitting to repeat an item 
from that very first column. It was 
really written a little under 200 
years ago by Tom Paine.

#  “These are the times that try 
men’s souls. The summer soldier 
and the sunshine patriot will, in 
this crisis, shrink from the service 
of their country; but he that 
stands it now deserves the love 
and thanks of man and woman. 
Tyranny, like hell, is not easily 
conquered. Yet we have this con
solation with us, that the harder 
the conflict, the more glorious the 
triumph . . . Heaven knows how 
to put a price upon its goods; and 
it would be strange indeed if so 
celestial an article as FREEDOM 
should not be highly rated.’’

ALEX LA GUMA.

A section of the crowd of 5.000 who attended a celebration at Ladysmith to honour Chief Lutuli on  ̂
winning the 1962 Nobel Peace Prize. The meeting which followed the celebration was turned into a pro-  ̂
test against the Sabotage Bill and was addressed, among others, by Mr. G. S. D. Nyembe, former deputy^ 
President of the banned African National Congress and Dr. A. H. Sader, National Treasurer of the South.^ 
African Indian Congress. One of the elders of the area, 75-year-old Mr. Ngcobo, is seen addressing the >

gathering. |

leading newspaper for saying his 
outfit was Nationalist. That re
mains to be seen. Meantime, look 
at the directors of the company:

DIRECTORS
Samuel Pauw; Broederbonder, 

sociology professor and rector at 
Nationalist universities, connected 
with the SABRA group that 
helped finance the office of Banier, 
the pro-Government Coloured 
newspaper.

Rev. T. C. Esterhuysen of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, SABRA 
man.

Dr. F. J. language. One-time 
head of the Brakpan Non-Euro
pean Affairs Department and 
taken to court by the then ANC 
secretary David W. Bopape for 
assault. Has written publicly his 
conviction that complete segrega
tion, social, administrative, educa
tional, religious and definitely also 
Government and economic segre
gation is the only way.

D. H. C. du Plessis. Director of 
companies.

G. D. Roos. Director of Com
panies.

Managing Director Dekker is 
known for his translations of reli
gious work into Zulu, and the 
compilation of a Zulu-Afrikaans 
dictionary.

SHAREHOLDERS
Among the shareholders are: 

Mr. W. Maree, Minister of Bantu 
Education; Dr. Donees, Minister 
of Finance; Mr. John Mashazi, 
bodyguard of Chief Cyprian Be- 
kuzulu; Dr. W. Nkomo, the 
MRA’s chief African .stooge.

Dr. Dekker disclosed that Mr. 
H. Oppenheimer had been ap
proached to take out shares in the 
company but had turned it down 
on the grounds that it was a Na
tionalist venture.

The Minister of Education, 
shareholder, has given sales a 
boost by approving Elethu for 
official circulation in African 
schools.

So the Government looks after

its interests on two fronts: the 
company will make cash for Nat 
shareholders out of African six
pences; and the newspaper will 
sell apartheid under cover.

If apartheid isn’t screamed from 
the front pages already, that is be

cause its directors know that open 
apartheid propaganda will simply 
not go over to Africans. So they 
are doing it in a roundabout way 
hoping readers will not notice this 
is a Nationalist ship sailing under 
a false flag.

Despite Banishments and Threats

CHIEF MATULA'S PEOPLE
FIGHT ON

JOHANNESBURG. 
^J'HE Matlala people of 

Pietersburg have fallen 
under the banishment axe of the 
Government more than any 
other, yet still continue their 
courageous opposition to Bantu 
Authorities.

Eleven years ago Chief Mokoena 
Matlala was exiled to Hamanskraal, 
his family and closest supporters 
scattered under banishment to other 
corners of the country. His younger 
brother was appointed to the chief
tainship and is playing the game of 
the Government—but a large por
tion of the tribe refuses to kow-tow.

The exiled chief has not been 
forgotten by his people, who are 
now demanding his release by peti
tion.

BY FORCE
The silent war of non-co-opera

tion goes on still. The Government 
has deposed many sub-chiefs and 
replaced them by good boys, a 
small tribal farm called Lapucella 
has not yet accepted Bantu Autho
rities and the rehabilitation scheme. 
The people have now been told by 
the Chief and the Bantu Affairs

Commissioner that the scheme will 
be imposed on them by force.

A deputation of four which saw 
the Commissioner and the Chief to 
protest against the removal of sub
chief Alex Kgobe was fined RIO for 
insubordination. The sub-chief was 
warned that if he saw anything 
wrong in the area he should keep 
quiet, or he would follow Chief 
Mokoena Matlala into banishment.

DISSATISFACTION
In Matlala’s Location dissatisfac

tion is reaching a new peak because 
of rangers’ orders that cattle above 
the regulation number must be 
killed.

People have been given three 
months in which to sell or slaughter 
their cattle. If they fail to do so 
they are brought before the Bantu 
Commissioner and fined from R20 
to R40.

The land plots have also been 
greatly reduced. A married man 
with children is allocated six acres, 
has to pay R2.10 for it, and is not 
allowed to plough if he cannot 
afford the fee.

The people are also incensed that 
the Chief refuses tribesmen the right 
to lodge civil claims within the 
tribe unless he is paid a cash tribute.
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