
P.O. Box 2706  ̂

CAPE TOW.
20th Feb., 1954.

Dear Friend,

This is to inform you that at a meeting of our Women1s Committee 
we decided to submit to you the letter convening the Conference, and
to ask you to obtain as many signatures as possible from your Town 
and Province.

If you wish to suggest any changes to the enclosed letter, 
please do not hesitate to do so, and we will re-draft same if 
necessary.

When we have the signatures of many prominent women of all 
provinces, we propose to send this invitation to all women*s organisa 
tions in South Africa.

We suggest that the Conference Agenda be as f^Ilows:-
1. Position of Women in South Africa, particularly position 

v/J ^  ofAfricarT^7om^Tr,,̂n?aper~to~^e—read by one of our African 
r~ women friends from Johannesburg;

2. Position of Indian Women: Paper to be read by Fatima Meer
of Durban;

3. Women. In China; by Walter Sisulu;
4»rwb3ienl s struggle for Peace;

^5. Charter dtor Women* s Pi -hts: ’•
6. Resolutions:
7. Constit utlon;

8 . General.
Please let me have your comments on this Agenda and any addition

you wish to suggest.



We should contact women*s organisations in other parts of the 
world and ask them to send fraternal greetings to our Conference.

For your Information we are organising a mass meeting on Monday 
8th March, 1954, to celebrate the international women*s day. For " * 
this purpose we are sending letters to organisations asking for 
fraternal speakers. Some of the speakers will he Dora Tamana, (U* 
Francis Thaele and A. Salinga. *Salinga, 

Awaiting your early reply.

Yours faithfully,

^  L  J . . U C L

I t _______
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P.O .Box 2706,C.T .
16th M'arch,1954.

Dear Hilda, ur letter of $he 9th receivedMany thanks for yo
on the 13th on my return from De Akr, Could not reply earlier t 
to you as I «as at mmeetings Sat. & Sun. Last nifeht we had 
our Worn. Fed. Com. meeting and resolved:
1. Your redraft of letter t be used plus an other few sentences
2. Dq not approve of your change in agenda, as the letter 

of Invitation specially speaks about womens rights and 
women’s disabilities, the question of the women's role in 
the Hat# Lib. struggle must be woven in.

3. iour suggestion of Had Singh will be followed up. am 
writing to-day to Durban and in view of Fatima's lack 
of response to our letters we are entitled to change

4. Charter n± for Women’s rights - that we want to discuss 
as we had discussions on it in C.T., Durban and last 
London, P.ifi. - you see, kilda we have been working
for this now for more than a year and we were held up n 
by the lack of response from your centre particularly, we 
feel that we should bring a draft on the Charter for 
Women’s right which will become the centre for organisatio 
'l'his Conference will cost us a lot of money and we cannot 
so easilly talk about an other conference shortly, we 
shall have to make it an annual affair.

5. Item 4 should remain as it is - of course in our paper
we talk about the national struggle. The question is will 
jtuanf someone else prepare the paper on it. Please arrange 
it and let me know , st that I can send out the Agenda 
The Charter for Women's Rights I will prepre and have it 
duplicated.
How the position is that, later in the day we will 
send& up to you the Jtfnglish & Xosa translation and you 
eill do the xol Sesutu translation. Am awaiting from you 
^he names for signature 
Xou will be pleased to hear that 1 received letters from 
Durban, P.JS. & JS.London. In Capetown there is a great 
deal of interest and meetings are held all over to 
prepare for the conference.

I s  I  k s
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tf ■ M -?
Thursday.

My dear,

1. Wrote a long letter to Helen and will now reply to 
both your letters dated 1 7th March and 21st March, both 
of which I received on Wednesday. ( I understand from 
Sonia that the woman had your letters for me for some days.)f 
Was anxious not having had a reply to my letters. Why did 
my letter of 11th reach you only on the 18th? Is that 
address O.K? Am very sorry to hear that you are having 
difficulties. Please tell me what they are. Can I help?

2. Am glad about your March 8th. The resolutions are fine.
3. Re the reports: a very good idea to bring out (a) 
it is good material (we put in hard work to produce it) 
and can help in our organising work, so please go ahead 
with it. Always remember to put in an appeal to affiliate 
to us and our address, extracts of our charter and our 
constitution. So do all as you suggest.
4. Are you doing something with the other material I 
sent up t o you?

5. Re Congress of Mothers regional conf: I fully agree.
But must make full use of Congress of the People, and I 
suggest you discuss it with the^organisers to have a special 
session of women.

6. Mow about our organisation: Since I started on the 
individual women helping them to do their work, it is hard 
work but the results are excellent in many ways. Annie 
recruited 160 women to the AN(1 at last Sundays regional 
ANC conference.-— Agreed and authorised Annie to form ANC 
women's leagues which will affiliate to us. Other women 
formed wormens' welfare organisation - also vail affiliate 
to us. What we need now is material for them to sell and 
which will unite them together with other women in our 
Federation. So you see how urgent it is for us to have 
material, as our people that are not banned are new, we 
must give them material to enable them to put forward things 
in the correct way although in their own way. I so wish
we could work in a team, but we are so far away from one 
another. However, I think we can do it.

Am so.glad you have not been, banned. How I wish they 
would have not banned me. I hfcve many plans in my head for 
our work, and hope from the middle of next month to get a 
friend who Will be ahL e fce--k-©ap things in her place and work
with me, so I should not be burdened with keeping papers, 
addresses and letters, and she will do the open work

H ’s report is excellent - have read it and immediately 
handed it over for our other comm, members to read, so by 
Sunday night everybody will have read it and will be able 
to discuss all matters.

Write soon.
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Ou$ P.O. Box 2706, 
CAPE TOWN.

30th March, 195M-•

W r

Dear Hilda,

I wrote +0 you on Sunday, bu+ I now have more news. 
We hatfe- a very good mee+ing las + night, attended by women from 
many different areas, and the ln+eres+ and en+husiam for +he 
conference is beyond expec+a+ions.

To-da+e, +he following have elected delegat.es:-

ORGAN ISA^ION.

AFRICAN FOOD & CANNING WORKERS,
WORCESTER

RETREAT WOMENS' VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION.
DO.

DELEGATE.

MABEL JCNES .

MRS. ESTHER NOSE. 
DORA TAMANE.

MYANGA WOMENS' VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION.
^ /'V

MRS . ALBERTINA GWENKANE, 

JkANGA WOMENS' VIGILANCE ASSOCIATION.(N.B) 3 DELEGATES.
CAPE HOUSEWIVES LEAGUE. CAPE TOWN. 
GUARDIAN XMAS CLUB.
GUARDIAN CLOTHING CLUB.

CAPE HOUSEWIVES LEAGUE. PORT ELIZABETH. 
DC.

GLADYS SMITH. 
SUSIE WHITE.
HETty MCCLOUD.

CHRISSIE JASSON. 
C. DAMONS.

N.3. I do not thing the Langa w64en will be able to raise 
sufficient money for three delega+es.

Delega+es are still being elec+ed in o+her Trade 
Unions and o+her organisa+ions, and as ■'■he names come in, I 
will le+ you have ^hem.^- All delega+es will need accnmoda+ ion.

From Durban, + here are +hree Indian and three 
, African deleggfces. The + hree African delegates will require 

accomoda+ ion.

As yet, I have had no replies fr̂ ra Beaufort West, 
Worcester, Umtat.a, East London and Lady Frere.

I t  ,■ X I am enclosing a copy of +he Constitution. We 
will do the Xosa transla+ion and duplicating - will you do 
the English duplic£+ing?r, ^

................................



P.O. Box2706, 
CAPE TOWN.

3rd April, 1954-

Pear Hilda,
Further to my previous letter, I now have to inform 

vou that the Cane Provincial Executive Committee of the A.N.C. 
have decided to circulate all A.N.C. Branches to take part in 
the Conference. Robert Matji phoned me last night and pave 
me this information.

He also told me that we can expect a large number 
of delegates from the Cape Province, and he raised the 
question of permit for these delegates. In view of Section 
10 of the Native Urban Areas Act, they will be able to stay 
for 72 Hours, without permits, and we want them to stay for 
only 48 hours, i.e. Saturday and Sunday. We will just have 
to take a chance and not worry about the permits, for, ix 
permits were applied for, Saturday would be spent at the Pass 
Office, and not at the Conference.

However, we will have to pay the closest attention to 
the following
(a) That delegates are picked up and taken to their 
accomodation by car.
(b) That they are transported by car from their accomodation 
to all gatherings, so that there is as little chance as possibl 
of their being picked up.

It appears to me that the Qonference is going to be 
much larger than we visualised, which is a good omen for 
future,of our work, and shows how badly needed is such an organisation. We will therefore have to mobilise enough 
support in Johannesburg- to accomodate the delegates.

Please tell the Advance Office that I have given their 
address to a numbe- of delegates for communication with us.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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