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The ACP-EEC Joint Assembly
meeting in Mbabane (Swaziland) from 27 to 31 January 1986

A. having regard to its resolution of 26 September 1985

B. whereas South African military and police forces (SADF and SAP) 
play a leading role in maintaining and supporting the inhumane 
system of apartheid:

(a) through repression in South Africa, e.g. the suppression of 
the legitimate struggle of the oppressed population, the 
occupation of at least 23 townships since 1984, direct 
responsibility for the death of inhabitants of townships 
and their implementation of the provisions of the state of 
emergency,

(b) through their continuing illegal occupation of Namibia, and

(c) through repeated threats of and effective acts of military 
aggression against neighbouring states,

C. whereas military service has been compulsory for white South 
Africans since 1961,

D. whereas the number of persons liable for military service who 
refuse to be drafted into the SADF has been growing substantially 
(according to the South African Minister of Defence, General 
Magnus Malan, the figure rose from 1,596 in the whole of 1984 to 
7,585 in January 1985 alone),

E. whereas at least 2,000 white South Africans are forced to leave 
the country each year in order to avoid acting against their better 
conscience by being drafted into the SADF,

F. whereas Section 72 B(1) of the South African Defence Act merely 
provides for exemptions from military service on religious grounds,

G. whereas those who refuse to carry out their military service have 
been sentenced to up to 6 years imprisonment,

H. whereas the right to carry out alternative forms of service in 
place of military service is connected exclusively with religious 
convictions,

I. whereas there is no provision for non-military community service 
in organizations other than those run by the state,

J. having regard to UN resolutions Nos. 33/165 and 35/206 B,

K. having regard to the report by A. Eide and C. Mubanga-Chipoya
on conscientious objection, drawn up for the UN Committee on Human 
Rights and dated 27 June 1983*

L. having regard to the European Parliament resolution of 7 February 
1983,



having regard to the General Declaration on Human Rights of 1948 
(Paragraph 18), the International Agreement on Civil and Political 
Rights of 1966 (Paragraph 18), the European Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 1950 
(Paragraph 9) and the African Charter of Human and International 
Rights (Paragraph 8),

Reiterates its demands of 26 September 1985 and particularly those 
set out in Paragraphs 5* 6, 12(i), 16, 25* 26 and 27;

Affirms its recognition of the right of all those concerned to serve 
in military or police units whose aim is to support and maintain the 
inhumane system of apartheid, to suppress the legitimate struggle 
of the oppressed population and to threaten and actually carry out 
acts of aggression against neighbouring states, including the illegal 
occupation of Namibia;

Applauds the courage of those who refuse to carry out compulsory 
military service in South Africa and expresses its respect for them 
and its solidarity with them;

Calls on the youth of South Africa to refuse service in South Africa’s 
military strike forces;

Calls on the international community of states and, in particular, 
on the governments of the Member States of the Joint Assembly to 
grant:

(i) asylum,
(ii) or — if requested - safe transit to another state,
(iii)all rights and material assistance due to refugees

to all persons who are forced to leave their country for reasons 
of conscience to avoid strengthening the inhumane system of 
apartheid and maintaining that system by serving in military and 
police units;

Calls on the South African Government to re-abolish compulsory 
military service;

Calls on the South African Government, whilst compulsory military 
service is still in force:

(i) to change the definition of 'objector on religious grounds' 
in Section 72 B(1) of the Defence Act to 'objector on 
grounds of conscience', i.e. a person who for reasons of 
conscience or deep personal conviction based on religious, 
ethical, moral, humanitarian or similar grounds cannot carry 
out military service, either in whole or in part, as this 
would cause personal conflict,

(ii) to make provisions for all those objecting on grounds of 
conscience to perform an alternative non-military service,

(iii) to make it possible for this alternative service to be 
carried out in organizations not run by the state and 
independent of government control,



(iv) to ensure that the length of alternative service is not 
greater than the term of military service,

(v) to grant those liable for military service to refuse certain 
aspects e.g. the occupation of townships by the army or acts 
of aggression against neighbouring countries, including 
Namibia,

(vi) not to hinder persons and organizations which provide 
information on these matters to those concerned or to take 
any reprisals against them;

Instructs its Presidents to forward this resolution to the Commission, 
the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers, the governments of all countries 
which have signed the Lom6 Convention and to the South African 
Government.



Tabled by MEP Brigitte Heinrich, Rainbow-Group/GRAEL (ACP-EEC Assembly member)
Resolution on South Africa/End Conscription Campaign (translation of
draft, unofficial; responsablerChristine Merkel, Jan.86)(original in German)

The assembly ACP - EEC - in its session 27.-31.1.1986 in Swaziland -

A. taking into account its resolution of 26.9.1985

B. being well aware that South African Defence and Police Forces (SADF,SAP) 
play an eminent role in maintaining and supporting the inhuman apartheid 
system
a) via its repressive function within South Africa (domestic role), among 

other things the repression of the legitimate struggle of the oppressed 
people, the occupation of at least 23 townships since 1984, the direct 
responsibility for the death of township inhabitants, the implementation 
of the state of emergency, as well

b) by the ongoing illegal occupation of Namibia and
c) the repeated, threatened and executed aggressive military acts against 

neighbouring states

C. fact: Since 1961 compulsory conscription for white SouthAfricans

D. fact: Number of conscripts who fail to report for military service is 
strongly increasing (Source: South African Defence Minister General Magnus 
Malan:1.596 in total '84 against 7.589 only in Jan.85)

E. fact: every year at least 2.000 white South Africans forced to leave their 
country, their only possibility not to act against their consciousness by 
being conscripted for SADF

F. fact: SouthAfrican Defence Act,Paragraph 72 B/1 only admits conscientious 
objections for religious reasons

G: fact: CO's have to faee prison up to 6 years

H. fact: Civil service only admitted for CO's with religious reasons

I. Fact:non-military civil service in non-statal organisations or institutions 
is not possible

J.taking into account the UN resolutions 33/165 and 35/206 B

K. taking into account the report of A.Eide/C.Mubanga-Chipoya about CO for 
the UN-Committee on human rights (27.6.1983)

L. taking into account EP resolution of 2.2.1983 (on CO, Macciocchi)

M. taking into account
- human rights declaration 1948 (par.18)
- international accord .n civil and political rights 1966 (par.18)
- European convention on human rights and basic liberties 1950 (par.9)
- African charta of human and international/peoples rights (par.8)

1. underlines, reinforces its claims of its declaration of 26.9.1985, 
especially numbers 3,5,6,12i,16,25,26, and 27

2. recognizes explicitedly the right of all persons concerned to object any 
service in military and police unities, which grant the maintenance of the 
inhuman apartheidsystem, represses the legitimate struggle of the oppressed 
people and are both threatening and executing aggressive acts against 
neighbouring states, including illegaly occupied Namibia



3. welcomes the courage of all people objecting compulsory conscription, 
affirms its full respect and solidarity with them

k. appeals to the youth of South Africa to refrain from enlistening in the 
South African armed forces

5. calls upon the community and especially on the governments of member states 
of the ACP-EEC assembly, to grant
i) asylum or
ii) safe transit to another stated - if preferred by the person concerned -
iii) and all the rights and benefits accorded to refugees under existing 

legal instruments
to persons compelled to leave their country of nationality solely because of 
a conscientious objection to assisting in the enforcement of apartheid 
through service in military or police forces

6. calls upon the South African Government to abolish the compulsory conscrip
tion system

7. calls upon the S.A. government, as long as compulsory conscription is still 
in vigor(in existence)
i) to replace the definition in par.72 B(1) Defence Act ('religious objection 

by 'conscientious objection',i.e., accepting the objection of any person 
for whom - for reasons of conscience or profound conviction arising from 
religious, ethical, moral, humanitarian or similar motives - it is in 
conflict to perfom all or part of their military service

ii) to grant for all COs the possibility of a non-military civil service
iii) enclosed the possibility to deliver such a service also in non-statal 

organisations, independent from any statl control
iv) civil service should not be longer than military service
v) conscripts should have the right to object also parts of their ser

vice, for instance the occupation of townships by the army or the mili
tary aggression towars neighbouring states, including Namibia

vi) not to hinder (restrain) and/or repress all persons, groups, organisa
tions who inform publicly everybody concerned by these matters
(not to restrain/repress in any was)

8. Asks its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the Commission,
the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers, the governments of all the signatories 
uf the Lome Convention and to the South African government.

Brussels, 13.1.1986



Die P a r i t a t i s c h e  V e r s a m m l u n g  ACP - EEC

- in ihrer S i t z u n g  vom 27. - 31. J an u a r  1986 in S w a z i l a n d  -

A. unter H i n w e i s  auf ihre R e s o l u t i o n  vom 26. S e p t e m b e r  1985

B. im Be w u G t s e i n ,  daG die siida f rikani s c he n M i l i t a r -  und Polizei- 
e i n h e i t e n  (SADF und SAP) eine h e r a u s r a g e n d e  R ol le bei der Auf- 
r e c h t e r h a l t u n g  und UnterstLitzung des u n m e n s c h  1 ichen Apart hei d-  

sy s t e m s  e i n n e h m e n

a) sowohl, was ihre R e p r e s s i o n s f u n k t i o n  im Inl and  betrifft, so
u.a. die N i e d e r s c h l a g u n g  des l e g i t i m e n  K a m p f e s  der unter- 
d r u c k t e n  B ev ol k e r u n g ,  die B e s t z u n g  von m i n d e s t e n s  23 T o w n 
sh ips seit 1984, die d i r e k t e  V e r a n t w o r t u n g  fur den Tod von 
T o w n s h i p  Be wo h ne rn , die AusfLihrung des N o t s t a n d e s

a 1 s auch
b) d ur ch  die a n h a l t e n d e  i l l e g a l e  B e s e t z u n g  N a m i b i a s  und
c) die w i e d e r h o l t e n , a n g e d r o h t e n  und d u r c h g e f u h r t e n  m i l i t a r i s c h e n  

A g g r e s s i o n e n  gegen N a c h b a r s t a a t e n

C. in K e n n t n i s  der Tat sache, daG seit 1961 fur die w e i G e n  Sud- 
a f r i k a n e r  o b l i g a t o r i s c h e  W e h r p f l i c h t  b e s t e h t

D. in K e n n t n i s  der Tat sache, daG die An z a h l  der W e h r p f 1 i c h t i g e n , 
die sich ihrer E i n b e r u f u n g  zu den SADF nicht stell en,  erh eb l ic h  
a n w a c h s t  (laut S u d a f r i k a s  V e r t e i d i g u n g s m i n i s t e r  G en er al  Magnus 
Ma la n von 1.596 im gan ze n Jahr 1984 auf 7 . 58 9 al le in  im Januar
1 985)

E. in K e n n t n i s  der Tatsach e,  daG jedes Jahr m i n d e s t e n s  2000 weiGe 
S u d a f r i k a n e r  das Land  v e r l a s s e n  mu ss en , um ni cht  ge gen ihr Ge- 
w i s s e n  zu handel n,  indem sie fur die SADF r e k r u t i e r t  werden

F. in K e n n t n i s  der Tatsach e, daG das s u d a f r i k a n i s c h e  Mi 1 it ar ge set z 
( D efe nc e Act) in A b s c h n i t t  72 B (1 ) l e d i g l i c h  die K r i e g s d i e n s t -  
v e r w e i g e r u n g  aus a u s s c h l i e G l i c h  r e l i g i o s e n  GrLinden vorsi eht

G. in K e n n t n i s  der Tatsach e,  daG K r i e g s d i e n s t v e r w e i g e r e r  mit Ge- 
f a n g n i s s t r a f e n  bis zu 6 J a h r e n  be l eg t  w e r d e n

H. unter H i n w e i s  d a r a u f , daG ein E r s a t z d i e n s t  auf K r i e g s d i e n s t 
v e r w e i g e r e r  mit a u s s c h l i e G l i c h  r e l i g i o s e n  G r u n d e n  b e s c h r a n k t  ist

I. un ter H i n w e i s  auf die Ta tsa ch e,  daG ein n i c h t - m i 1 i t a r i s c h e r  Ge- 
m e i n s c h a f t s d i e n s t  in n i c h t - s t a a t 1 ichen O r g a n i s a t i o n e n  oder Insti- 
t u t i o n e n  nicht v o r g e s e h e n  ist

J. in K e n n t n i s  der U N O - R e s o 1 u t i o n e n  33 / 1 6 5  und 35 /2 0 6 B

K. unter H i n w e i s  auf den Be r i c h t  von A . E i d e  und C . M u b a n g a - C h i p o y a  
uber V e r w e i g e r u n g  aus G e w i s s e n s g r u n d e n  fur die M e n s c h e n r e c h t s -  
k o m m i s s i o n  der V e r e i n t e n  N a t i o n e n  vom 2 7 . 6 . 1 9 8 3

L. in K e n n t n i s  der E n t s c h l i e G u n g  des E u r o p a p a r l a m e n t s  vom 7. 2. 198 3

M. un ter H i n w e i s  auf die a l l g e m e i n e  M e n s c h e n r e c h t s d e k l a r a t i o n  von 
1948 ( P a r a g r a p h  18), das i n t e r n a t i o n a  1 e A b k o m m e n  uber zivile 
und p o l i t i s c h e  Re ch te  von 1966 ( P a r a g r a p h  18), die E u r o p a i s c h e  
K o n v e n t i o n  der M e n s c h e n r e c h t e  und g r u n d l e g e n d e n  F r e i h e i t e n  von 
1950 ( P a r a g r a p h  9) und der A f r i k a n i s c h e n  C h a r t a  der M en sc h e n -  
und V o l k e r r e c h t e  ( P a r a g r a p h  8)

1. b e k r a f t i g t  ihre F o r d e r u n g e n  vom 26.9.1 985, i n s b e s o n d e r e  die 
Z i f f e r n  3 , 5 , 6 , 1 2  i , 16 ,25,26, und 27



2. a n e r k e n n t  dariiberhinaus a u s d r u c k l i c h  das Recht fur alle 
b e t r o f f e n e n  Pe rso ne n, den D i e n s t  in M i l i t a r -  oder P o l i z e i -  
e i n h e i t e n  zu v e r w e i ge rn , die zur U n t e r s t u t z u n g  und A u f r e c h t e r -  
h a l t u n g  des u n m e n s c h l i c h e n  A p a r t h e i d s y s t e m s  dienen, den legiti- 
ment K a mp f des u n t e r d r u c k t e n  V o l k e s  n i e d e r s c h l a g e n  und a g g r e s 
sive H a n d l u n g e n  gegeniiber N a c h b a r s t a a t e n , e i n g e s c h l o s s e n  das 
illegal b e s e t z t e  Na mib ia,  a n d r o h e n  und d u r c h f u h r e n

3. beg ru Gt  den Mut d e r j e n i g e n ,  die sich der o b l i g a t o r i s c h e n  sud- 
a f r i k a n i s c h e n  W e h r p f l i c h t  e n t z i e h e n ,  und dr uc k t ihnen ihren 

R e sp ek t und ihre S o l i d a r i t a t  aus

4. a p p e l l i e r t  an die J u g e n d  S u d a f r i k a s ,  sich der B e t e i l i g u n g  an 
den s u d a f r i k a n i s c h e n  Mi 1 i t a r s t r e i t k r a f t e n  zu e n t h a l t e n

5. for der t die i n t e r n a t i o n a l e  S t a a t e n g e m e i n s c h a f t  und i n s b e s o n d e r e  
die R e g i e r u n g e n  der M i t g 1 i e d s s t a a t e n  der p a r i t a t i s c h e n  Versa mm-  
lung auf, alien P er s on en , die aus G e w i s s e n g r u n d e n  ihr Land  ver- 
la sse n mussen, um nicht das u n m e n s c h l i c h e  A p a r t h e i d s y s t e m  durch 
den Di en s t  in M i l i t a r -  und P o l z e i e i n h e i t e n  a u f r e c h t z u e r h a l t e n  
und zu verstarks'i,
i) Asyl zu g e w a h r e n
ii) oder - nach W u n s c h  - die s i c h e r e  D u r c h r e i s e  in einen 

a n d e r e n  Staat zu e r m o g l i c h e n
iii) alle R ec h t e  und m a t e r i e l l e  U n t e r s t u t z u n g ,  die F l u c h t l i n g e n  

z uk omm t,  zu g e w a h r e n

6. ford ert  die s u d a f r i k a n i s c h e  R e g i e r u n g  auf, die o b i i g a t o r i s c h e  
W e h r p f l i c h t  wi e de r a b z u s c h a f f e n

7. fordert die s u d a f r i k a n i s c h e  R e g i e r u n g  auf, s o l a n g e  die obli- 
g a t o r i s c h e  W e h r p f l i c h t  noc h b est eht ,
i) im A b s c h n i t t  72 B ( 1 ) des Mi 1 i t a r g e s e t z e s  ( D e fe nc e Act) 

die D e f i n i t i o n  " V e r w e i g e r e r  aus r e l i g i o s e n  G r u n d e n "  in 
" V e r w e i g e r e r  aus G e w i s s e n s g r u n d e n "  u m z u w a n d e l n ,  d.h.,
eine Person, fur die es aus G e w i s s e n g r u n d e n  oder aus tiefer 
U e b e r z e u g u n g  aus r e l i g i o s e n ,  e th i s c h e n ,  mora  1 is ch en  , humani- 
taren oder v e r g l e i c h b a r e n  M o t i v e n  ei nen  K o n f l i k t  darstellt, 
den Mi 1 i t a r d i e n s t  ganz oder t e i l w e i s e  a b z u l e i s t e n .

ii) Fur alle V e r w e i g e r e r  aus G e w i s s e n g r u n d e n  die A b l e i s t u n g  einet 
n i c h t - m i l i t a r i s c h e n  E r s a t z d i e n s t e s  zu e r m o g l i c h e n ,

iii) wobei ein s o l c h e r  Di e n s t  auch in n i c h t - s t a a t l i c h e n  Organi- 
s at io n e n ,  u n a b h a n g i g  von R e g i e r u n g s k o n t r o l l e , a bl e i s t b a r  
sein soli und

iv) die D au er  e i ne s s o l c h e n  D i e n s t e s  ni cht  l an g e r  als der 
M i 1 i t a r d i e n s t  sein soil

v) fur W e h r p f 1 i c h t i g e  das Recht b e s t e h e n  soil, auc h Teile des 
D i e n s t e s  wie z.B. die B e s e t z u n g e n  der T o w n s h i p s  durch die 
Armee oder die mi 1 i t a r i s c h e n  A g g r e s s i o n e n  g e ge n die N a c h b a r 
staaten , i n k l u s i v e  Nam ib ia , zu v e r w e i g e r n

vi) P e r s o n e n  und O r g a n i s a t i o n e n , die die b e t r o f f e n e  O e f f en t-  
l i c h k e i t  zu d i e s e m  S a c h v e r h a l t  i n f o r m i e r e n ,  in ke ine r Weise 
zu b e h i n d e r n  oder mit R e p r e s s a l i e n  zu b e l e g e n

8. b e a u f t r a g t  ihre K o p r a s i d e n t e n , di ese E n t s c h l i e s s u n g  der Kommis- 
sion, dem A C P - E E C  M i n i s t e r r a t ,  den R e g i e r u n g e n  aller Unt er - 
z e i c h n e r s t a a t e n  des A b k o m m e n s  von Lom£ und der s u d a f r i k a n i s c h e n  
R e g i e r u n g  zu u b e r m i t t e l n .
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