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The March Days of 1922.

During the last days of February, strikers who assembled outside 
the Boksburg Goal and aang the "Red Flag" to cheer some of their 
comrades imprisoned within, were fired upon by the police. Two 
were killed, a third died of wounds and many others were wounded. 
This unprovofted shooting goaded the workers into their final 
onslaught upon the Government forces.

For two months, ever since the strike began, there had been 
desperate attempts on the part of the strikers to bring about 
the suspension of work in the mines, but with gradually diminishing 
success. Thefjiative workers naturally continued working, super
vised by#the salaried staffs and the deserters who drifted back 
to work m  increasing numbers, encouraged by the active protection 
oi tne u-oveminent. Sabotage and picketing were angered by placing 
armed guards on tne mines, and skirmishes became more frequent, 
the situation more explosive.

The shooting at Boksburg Goal Y/as the spark that fired the mine.
As uhe anger of the strikers flamed up more fiercely, the Civic 
Guard thich had been armed and equipped in readiness was called 
up. Remembering the ‘'Tramwaymenrs Soviet" still fresh in the 
memory of the workers, the Government occupied the Power Station 
and Tramsheds in Johannesburg by an armed xorce which drove the 
workers from the shops at the point of the bayonet. The city was 
plunged into darkness at night .and transport ceased. A huge 
demonstration of more than five thousand strikers assembled on 
the Union Ground, Johannesburg, in protest against the murder of 
the Boksburg strikers.

And while the indignation of the workers and sympathetic sections 
of the middle class rose higher and higher, the Chamber of Mines 
deliberately fanned the flames by its insolent refusal even to 
maintain communication with the workers1 representatives, by 
expelling strikers| families from their homes on mine property, 
by every_means in its power. The Government co-operated enthusias
tically m  this process of d§libera,te provocation, by refusing 
an enquiry into the Boksburg shootings", by flooding the Rand with 
special constaoles m  addition to the troops and police.

On March 6th, under the pressure of the militant rank and file, a 
general stride was o.ecla.red to commfinrifi th<= fnl 1 nwinc rimr.



The Government flung all its forces into the Rand, and finally 
brought up the " Bur Slier Forces" to complete the overwhelming of 
the Insurrection, ^ordsburg, the last remaining stronghold of 
the militants was bombarded heavily with bi:: guns and fell before 
the superior arms and numbers of the Government forces. The "Red 
Revolt_ after a fortnight of fighting was at an end, to be replaced 
by capitalist terror, blouses were searched, thousands of arrests 
made; the strikers beaten and brutally mishandled in the gflfcls.
Some of the captured strikers were done to death at the hands of 
their captors; the cold blooded shooting of the three Hanekom boys 
will never be forgotten by the South African workers.

Trial by jury was abolished, and even while hundreds were awaiting 
trial, some of them on capital charges, the Government Commission 
on ''artial Law sat, a commission whose terms of reference were 
apparently to whitewash Government, police, military, and the 
Onamber of I.'ines, and particularly tne murderers of captured strikers. 
The real”culprits’for the uprising, if we are to believe the report 
2nd the flood of Chamber of Hines propaganda that was let loose, 
were the Nationalists and the Communists.

The Communist Party had been in existence but a short time, and 
consisted of_a mere handful of radicalst a few of whom did indeed 
play a part in theestrike, but only as individuals. The Communist 
Party as a whole did not exist for all practical purposes, but a g 
great to-do was made by the mouthpieces of the Chamber of Hines 
about the "Red Gold" and the "Moscow influences" that lay behind 
the uprising.

On the other hand, the Nationalist Party played in the whole affair 
^ a characteristic role - the role of Judas. The rich landowners 

who form the class backbone of the Nationalist Party planned to 
utilise the situation in order to leverifcbsel^into power at the 
next election, and the strikers were urged toUwait till the elect
ions" and to avoid all violence. There was however a string current 
of republican feeling among the workers that clamoured for the 
overthrow of Smuts' party of British Imperialist domination, and 
demanded a provincial government.

In the first days of February, the attitude of the Government in 
protecting scabs impressed vividly 011 the consciousness of the 
workers that the Government was merely the executive committee of 
the ruling classes. But what they did not realise was that the 
Nationalist Party represented only another section of the ruling 
classes - the slaves driving farmers. The workers naively took 
the demagogy about an independent republic at its face value.
Alien Roos spoke of the nationalisation of the mines, they answered 
by sending delegated to the Nationalist and Labour H.L.A's at 
Pretoria asking them to proclaim a South African Republic and 
and form a Provisional Government.

The proposal was rejected, but the workers continued in their faith



in the Nationalists, and even though the burghers were permitted 
by the Uatiohalists to be used against the workers, the lesson 
v/as not learned, for there was no workers*party capable of 
branding on the workers' conciousness the lessons of.the defeat 
and betrayal. At the next election, the mass revulsion to the 
partyijof Smuts swept the Pa„ct Government into power.

The blood of the Rand miners was shed in an attempt to defend the 
Colour Bar and the -/Status uo:', an attempt inevitably foredoomed 
to failure. The privileged position and the high wages of the 
white workers was protected by. their position in industry as 
skilled workers only as long as Natives were new to industry.
In 1904, when Chinese labourers were imported t<p work in the _ 
gold mines, the white workers demanded and received as the price 
for their consent th the transaction, legal protection. Certain 
occupations were reserved for Europeans by statute.

During the Great Jar, the mineowners succeeded in having the .miners 
considered as workers in essential services, and the production 
of gold went on at full speed; but when it was found impossible to 
recruit the full Third Contingent, the Chamber of Mines reluctantly 
agreed to permit the enlistment of miners, and their Jlace was 
taken by experienced natives, who proved quite capable of carrying 
out the"work. Alarmed by this, the Miners Union succeeded in 
engineering the~3tatus û.o Agreement in 1918. It was the determined 
efforts of'the Chamber of Mines to alter the ratio of European to 
non-European labour that led to the uprising. The white workers 
attempted to defend their position by striking and ultimately by 
resorting to armsl They failsd, and they must fail again when 
the Chamber of Hines makes its next determined effort to force 
the white workers back.

Only by the road of solidarity with the tfa.tive workers, only by 
joint struggle to better the position of the Jteitive miners will 
the welfare of both be secured.
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