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Dear 9-ir

REMISSION/PAROLE : PRISONER SAUL BATZOFIN

Count One : 18 months imprisonment:

According to Section 126(A)(7) of the Defence Force Act 
(Act 44/1957) no remission oi parole can be granted to the 
prisoner as his release is his own prerogative.

Count two : R100-00 or 50 days imprisonment.
Seventeen days remission was granted to him.

Mr Saul Batzofin will be released unconditionally on 
15 November 1990.

/rvdw
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17 October, 1989

Paul Boulle, 
c/o COSG,
P.O. Box 591, 
Kengray 2100, 
South Africa.

Dear Paul,

Thank you for helping to set up a discussion on C.0. issues 
recently for a group of Mennonite workers. The group really 
appreciated their time in Johannesburg in general, and found the 
discussion with the C.0. group very helpful. We have found that 
it is helpful for persons working in neighhbouring countries to 
have such an exposure to South Africa, and especially to issues 
and groups with which we have a history of relationship, and 
thank you for helping to make that possible. We personnally are 
restricted and cannot travel in South Africa, but would welcome 
the chance to reciprocate in some way if folks from your group 
are ever in our area. Our closest contact with C.0. issues has 
been through Richard and Anita in Durban, but MCC as an 
organization has had long contact with the issue.

Once again, many thanks. Please accept this small token of our 
appreciation for your help, and we wish you strength as you 
continue struggling for a just society.

Sincerely,

Bob Herr, Judy Zimmerman Herr, 
MCC Regional Coordinators.
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Dear Mr  a n d  M r s  B ruce

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N S  : Y O U R  SON, M R  D A V I D  B R U C E

P u r s u a n t  to a y  P r i v a t e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  l e t t e r  of 2 A u g u s t  1989, I w i s h  to 
inform y o u  t h a t  I ha v e  n o w  had the o p p o r t u n i t y  to a t t e n d  to yo u r  
re q u e s  t .

A c c o r d i n g  to the r e l e a s e  p o l i c y  p e r t a i n i n g  to p r i s o n e r s  s e n t e n c e d  in 
terms o f  S e c t i o n  126 A ( l ) ( a )  of the D e f e n c e  Act, 19^7 (Act No 44 of 
1957), M r  B r u c e  d o e s  n o t  q u a l i f y  for r e m i s s i o n  of s e n t e n c e  nor d o e s  he 
q u a l i f y  f o r  r e l e a s e  on parole. H e  can, h o w e v e r ,  be r e l e a s e d  b e f o r e  
his s e n t e n c e  e x p i r e s ,  s h o u l d  he u n d e r t a k e  t o  do  his m i l i t a r y  s e rvice.

I r e g r e t  t h a t  I c a n n o t  be of m o r e  a s s i s t a n c e .

Youi's f a i t h f u l l y
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27 Oct o b e r ,  1989

Dear Maggie,

Hi! I h o p e  y o u  a r e  well. I w a s  v e r y  s o r r y  not to  s e e  y o u  w h e n  you 

we r e  out, but. I g a t h e r  w e  w e r e  b o t h  o n  the ro a d  at  m u c h  the same time 

a n d  a l w a y s  in d i f f e r e n t  c e n t r e s  f r o m  e a c h  other.

I am well a n d  am e n j o y i n g  my work v e r y  much. I h a v e  b e e n  lucky in 

that I s t a r t e d  at- a t i m e  w h e n  t h e r e  was a lot h a p p e n i n g  and 

c o n s e q u e n t l y  a lot to do. My t i m e  w a s  v e r y  t a k e n  u p  wi t h  this 

n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  that, has j u s t  h a p p e n e d  a n d  I'm s u r e  that, the 

c o n s u l t a t i v e  p r o c e s s  that, w e  h a v e  e m b a r k e d  u p o n  will a l s o  ta k e  up a 

g o o d  deal of m y  time. H o p e f u l l y  D a v e  S c h m i d t  will be  j o i n i n g  me 

f u l l t i m e  in that work. H e  s t o p s  h i s  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  a t  the e n d  of 

th i s  m o n t h  a n d  is a n t i c i p a t i n g  a f e w  f r e e  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  th e y  work out 

w h e t h e r  or not to p r o s e c u t e  him. H e  is c o n s i d e r i n g  w o r k i n g  f u l l t i m e  

for this new i n i t i a t i v e  w h i c h  we h o p e f u l l y  will be  g e t t i n g  off the 

g r o u n d  in a b o u t  J u n e  n e x t  year.

Jac q u i  and Paul h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t  in h e l p i n g  me  s e t t l e  in to J h b  life, 

and s o  far it. has b e e n  g o i n g  fine. It m a k e s  it m u c h  e a s i e r  b e i n g  a b l e  

to travel and s o  p o p  back to C a p e  T o w n  e v e r y  n o w  a n d  then. I am  

l iving in Yeovi .lie in a v e r y  n i c e  h o u s e  - s p a c i o u s  a n d  w i t h  a g a r d e n  - 

s o  th i n g s  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  w o r k e d  o u t  v e r y  well.

P l e a s e  g i v e  my  love to Mari a n d  to John, a n d  I d o  h o p e  to s e e  y o u  next, 

time y o u  are in t h i s  p a r t  of the world.

M u c h  love
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28 October, 1989

Dear Franz a n d  H a n s - D i e t t e r

Hi, a n d  h o w  are y o u  b o t h  d o i n g ?  I h o p e  e v e r y t h i n g  is g o i n g  well in 

O f f e n b a c h  a n d  Berlin. I a m  v e r y  well a n d  h a v e  b e e n  e n j o y i n g  my wo r k  

and g e t t i n g  u s e d  to l i v i n g  in J o h a n n e s b u r g .  C O S G  n o w  h a s  an of f i c e  

and phone, so I a m  mo r e  c o n t a c t a b l e  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y  a n d  so h o p e f u l l y  

that will m e a n  m o r e  r e g u l a r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  contact. If y o u  e v e r  ne e d  

anything, information, etc. p l e a s e  d o  not h e s i t a t e  to ask.

A l a s t a i r  is still in L o n d o n  and w o r k i n g  for the C I I R  - the C a t h o l i c  

Institute for I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Relations. He s e e m s  well a n d  h a p p y  and 

s a y s  t h a t  he will p r o b a b l y  be r e t u r n i n g  to SA in F e b r u a r y  n e x t  year. 

R o b  is a l s o  well a n d  is g e t t i n g  u s e d  to b e i n g  a father. H i s  d a u g h t e r  

J o a n n a  is n o w  a b o u t  t w o  m o n t h s  old.

I a m  w r i t i n g  t h i s  f r o m  C a p e  T o w n  as  I c a m e  d o w n  for a c o n f e r e n c e  here. 

It is g o o d  b e i n g  able to see C a p e  T o w n  f r i e n d s  a n d  to c a t c h  u p  wi t h  

t h eir news. Da v e  S c h m i d t  is well. He will be h a n d i n g  in h i s  

r e s i g n a t i o n  t h i s  w e e k  a n d  will be s t o p p i n g  h i s  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  at 

the e n d  of November. He s t i l l  o w e s  a b o u t  13 months, so if t h e y  d e c i d e  

to p r o s e c u t e  him, he will face 13 m o n t h s  impris o n m e n t .  O n c e  he has 

left the C i t y  Council, he will p r o b a b l y  w o r k  w i t h  me on th i s  n e w  

i n i t i a t i v e  we are h o p i n g  t o  start.

Do u g  To r r  h a s  s t i l l  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  f r o m  the SADF, f o l l o w i n g  his 

r e f u s a l  to serve. He h a s  d e c i d e d  to h o l d  a n y  f u r t h e r  c a m p a i g n  p l a n s  

at t h i s  s t a g e  w h i l e  he w a i t s  to he a r  f r o m  them.

I s a w  M a r k  P a t r i c k  t w o  d a y s  a g o  a n d  he is a l s o  well. He is li v i n g  in 

Cape T o w n  a n d  s p e c i a l i s i n g  in p a e d e a t r i c s  at a c h i l d r e n s '  h o s p i t a l  

here. He is h a v i n g  to w o r k  v e r y  h a r d  but s e e m s  to be e n j o y i n g  it. He 

w as one of the s p o k e s p e o p l e  at the p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  w a s  h e l d  wh e n  

the r e g i s t e r  w a s  launched.

If e i t h e r  of y o u  ha v e  time, it w o u l d  be g r e a t  to h e a r  n e w s  f r o m  you. 

You p r o b a b l y  h e a r d  t h a t  M i c k  P l u d e m a n n ' s  b r o t h e r  P e t e r  w o n  h i s  ap p e a l  

w h i c h  was a g r e a t  r e l i e f  for t h e m  all. If y o u  see M i c k  Franz, p l e a s e  

give h i m  my love.

L o t s  of love to y o u  both. Do  k e e p  in touch.
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Dear H o w a r d

S o  s o r r y  a b o u t  the lack of p r i o r  w a r n i n g  re the stand. T h e r e  were a 

few o v e r e x t e n d e d  p e o p l e  a n d  b a d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  them and myself 

a n d  h e n c e  just the o n e  late briefing.

I n o w  h a v e  an o f f i c e  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  so  a m  m u c h  m o r e  c o n t a c t a b l e  and 

h o p e f u l l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t a c t  will b e c o m e  m o r e  r e g u l a r  and s m o o t h e r  

running. If I can h e l p  w i t h  anything, info etc., p l e a s e  d o  ask.

I hope all is g o i n g  well at 5 5  D a w e s  Street. It all s e e m s  like a 

very excit i n g ,  b u t  far dis t a n t ,  p a s t  e v e n t  for m e  a n d  it s e e m s  q u i t e  

s t r a n g e  that Ali is s till in London. P l e a s e  g i v e  m y  love to R o n  and 

Chris. I h o p e  they a r e  b o t h  well a n d  happy.

I am w r i t i n g  this f r o m  C a p e  Town, h a v i n g  c o m e  d o w n  for a week. B e i n g  

a b l e  to travel a r o u n d  the c o u n t r y  is o n e  of the v e r y  n i c e  a s p e c t s  to 

my job, as it g i v e s  me the c h a n c e  to k e e p  in t o u c h  w i t h  friends. 

E v e r y o n e  h e r e  s e e m s  fine. D a v e  S c h m i d t  s t o p s  h i s  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  

e n d  of t h i s  m o n t h  s o  h a s  s e t  up  a c a m p a i g n  g r o u p  a n d  is p l a n n i n g  how 

b e s t  to p u b l i c i s e  h i s  stand. He is still l i a b l e  for 13 m o n t h s  if they 

d e c i d e  to f o l l o w  up h i s  refusal. If t h e y  d o  d e c i d e  to p r o s e c u t e  it 

will not b e  for a f e w  months, amd in the i n t e r i m  D a v e  will b e  w o r k i n g  

for the n e w  i n i t i a t i v e  I m e n t i o n  in the g e n e r a l  letter. It will be 

g r e a t  for m e  as o t h e r w i s e  the bulk of th a t  work w o u l d  h a v e  f a l l e n  on 

me. It will a l s o  b e  g r e a t  h a v i n g  s o m e o n e  e l s e  f u l l t i m e  in this area.

D o u g  Torr still h a s n ' t  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  f r o m  the m i l i t a r y  f o l l o w i n g  his 

refusal to serve. He h a s  n o w  d e c i d e d  n o t  to p u s h  t h e m  b u t  to gi v e  the 

m a t t e r  6 m o n t h s  w h e n  h e  will r e a s s e s s  w h a t  to do  if t here has still 

b e e n  no r e s p o n s e  f r o m  them. It is for t h a t  r e a s o n  that I d i d n ' t  

m e n t i o n  h i m  in the g e n e r a l  letter b e c a u s e  a t  this s t a g e  I d o n ' t  think 

th a t  p u b l i c i t y  will n e c e s s a r i l y  be h e l p f u l  if they w a n t  the o p t i o n  of 

l e t ting the w h o l e  a f f a i r  p a s s  by.

T h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  w h i c h  I m e n t i o n  in the g e n e r a l  letter was 

q u i t e  h a r d  work, a n d  at t i m e s  q u i t e  p o l a rised. S t i l l  p e r h a p s  that was 

i n e v i t a b l e  as the is s u e s  w e r e  q u i t e  dif f i c u l t .  We w e r e  t r y i n g  to 

a s s e s s  the p a s t  y e a r  as well as t r y i n g  to r e a d  the p r e s e n t  context, 

c h a n g e s  in the m i l i t a r y  terrain, etc. a n d  t h e n  in the l i ght of all 

that, d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  w a s  s p a c e  for a n e w  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  a n d  if so



what- type of o r g a n i s a t i o n  it- s h o u l d  be. We c o n c l u d e d  that, w e  d o  n e e d  

a n e w  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  but. that- it. s h o u l d  be  b r o a d e r  t h a n  E C C  and 

so  we n e e d  a long p e r i o d  of c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  g r o u p i n g s . Our 

on l y  b o t t o m  line in the p r o c e s s  of c o n s u l t a t i o n , i s  th a t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t  a n  a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w h i c h  will f o c u s  on c o n s c r i p t i o n  

issues. It- is all q u i t e  e x c i t i n g ,  a n d  w e  will k e e p  y o u  informed.

Howard, two queries. - F i r s t l y  w h e t h e r  y o u  k n o w  w h i c h  c o u n t r y  has 

b e e n  d e c i d e d  u p o n  as  the f o c u s  for I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C O  day next year. 

P l e a s e  let. us  k n o w  asap, as  we  are t r y i n g  to d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  to ask an 

Israeli o b j e c t o r  o u t  n e x t  year, a n d  o u r  d e c i s i o n  p a r t l y  d e p e n d s  on 

that. - S e c o ndly, w o u l d  it. be p o s s i b l e  for our t h r e e  r e g i o n s  to 

r e c e i v e  WRI News. T h e  a d d r e s s e s  are:

.JHB D u r b a n  CT

P . O . B o x  591 C O S G  - T h e  E c u m e n i c a l  C e n t r e  P . O . B O X  13032

2 1 0 0  K E N 6 R A Y  5 2  St.. A n d r e w s  S t r e e t  7 7 0 0  M O W B R A Y

4001 D U R B A N

P l e a s e  let m e  k n o w  if t h e r e  is a c o s t  involved, a n d  I will send you 

that for all the regions.

M a n y  t h a n k s  a n d  k e e p  well.

Mu c h  love
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