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WDRISHOP ON THE CX)NSTITUTIOfcAL PROPOSALS ORGANISED BY.THE 
"TTKTTro DEMUCKATIC FRONT (WESTERN AREAS BRANCH) HELD ON 
SUNDAY. 6TH AUGUST. 1$83 AT THE DAVID LANDAU COMMUNITY CENTRE.

TOPIC: EDUCATION SPEAKER: VACOOBJMAN
Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Education has been defined in v a rio u s terms by different authorities, 
but most agree that the primary aim of education is • attainment of specific goals vhich are determined by the nature of 
a particular society and the purposes of its members, m  a society 
t h S i T S o F  structured, and i£ vhich the .majority of peoplehave some 
say in determining the goals to be attaine^there c ^ t e  little 
argument against that system of education from a sodo-poiitical 
point of viev, though from a philosophical point of viev, the system 
may or may not be condemned.

Hovever, south Afirica is a highly structured M^ety. ^ d  the 
basis of its structuring is purely a racial one. It is a fact mat 
all structured societies organise people into ffrcmps ^ ups
are arranged in some form of status hierarchy, in the ^
coit+Vi APr'ica the White group enjoys the highest status, folloved by» 5iaS! L d  finally the.Blacks status.
This tvpe of structuring is due to a political ideology vhich has as 
its primary aim the controlling of the vay people **Jave and
e^ettSioL. • tte more rigid the structure, ^ t ^ S a S d  H w  iSas is the type of behaviour and expectations to ^
and innovations are not encouraged thus ensuring that there is little 
or no social change.

At this point it becomes necessary to mention briefly thephilosophy Sf education of the N a t i o n a l i s t  Gover^ent. Thisis^he
?o called Christian National Education. First mooted at a Conference 
of Dutch Reformed Churches held in Bloemfontein soon a ^ ^  J-ast Sorld War.it vas adopted by the Nationalist Government shortly after
it canw^into pover It is not V  to
| r S S l “  S S S S S  “ r l ^ s a S ^ . n L ^ h i c h  are di»eS ic-
ally opposed to those of the majority of the people i n | « “ ^ i e a  
for vhon it is intended. In a nut shell it means . ~ thisofthestatusquo and to ensure that the darker skinned people of this 
country vill forever be hewers of vood and drawers of vat _
attitude that is neither Christian, nor National nor is

To put this philosophy into effect the authorities took control, 
of all education pertaining to Indians, Coloureds and example, schools under the control of privateorganisati , hchurches and missionaries and the Provincial Authorities vas Dro g 
under the control of the Ministry of E d u c a t i o n .  Bantu Elation, 
Coloured Education and Indian Education was ^ ^ i o u s  ’Parliament. Separate universities were e s t a b l i s h ^ Se 
groups, and to make sure that proper control T»mpderbond weredifferent educational bodies known members of the Bro of a
appointed to top administrative posts. Recent y, £.A<»I*C.token nature has been delegated to organisations such as tne 
vhich are really Government created and co”jro};1®J bodi ^  it>
representative of the community no matter whi bXt the s.A.I.C you You can fool some of the people some of the time
can fool all of the time.



now brings me to the Constitutional Proposals. Previous 
-xexs have outlined for you the salient features of the Proposals 
it remains for me to draw your attention to some of its implications 

r?or education. Many people are grossly misinformed vhen they believe 
that each Chamber vill be totally in control of education affecting 
its own community. For example, many believe that the Indian Chamber 
(Deputies) vill be in control of Indian Education. This is not so. 
in terms of the Proposal a body called the Committee of Educational 
Structures vill be set up. Its members vill be appointed and vill be mainly drawn from conservative Afrikianer Teacher organisations, 
people clinging to the philosophy of Christian National Education.
This body vill determine all educational policy for the country such 
as conditions of service, teachers salaries, curriculum planning and 
syllabi. This Committee vill advise each of the three Chambers on 
educational matters. The various Chambers vill have no alternative 
but accept the advice and carry out their policy. It should be obvious 
that the educational system will become more rigid and the objectives 
of Christian National Education vill be more speedily realised.

The type of education proposed vill result in:-
(1) Much of every day life of every individual vill take place in 

situations mapped out by this Committee.
(2) An important aspect of this mapped out system vill be the existence 

of rules and procedures which vill govern relationships at every 
level. A collosal bureaucracy vill be created.

(3) As a result there vill be a lot of conflict vithin groups and 
between groups.

(4) It vill result in the preservation of certain social, political 
and economic activities, in other words the preservation of the 
status quo.

(5) The granting of "symbolic power" to the various Chambers, more 
so to the Indian and Coloured Chambers, vill result in th listortion of reality for many people. As it is we have people 
acting like little Hitlers and Napoleons since thethe S.A.I.C. Vhen the Africaner first tasted power he believc.c 
and still believes that God specially created him to civilise 
everybody else in this part of the vorld.

(6) Power, especially coercive pover in the form of the police and the military vill be deployed vhenever necessary to ensure that
the system works. • .

Concerned people in the Country vant a change in_the way South African 
society is structured. The Nationalist Government is determined that 
changes do not take place. Changes in any society are promoted by 
some of the folloving factors

 ̂ Technology: Technology and technological advancement P ^ m°^es 
change." The authorities ensure that very limited training and 
exposure is provided, especially to Blacks.

(2) Modernisation: In a preliterate society there vere some 50 task classification and in a modern highly iiterate society -ttieare some 50 000. Literacy of a high s t a n d a r d  ( secondary and 
tertiary levels) for the majority is something that is not and 
vill not be encouraged.

(3) Mass Media: Heavy censorship o f  v h a t is seen, written and read 
m s u r e s “tE at this avenue that promotes change is c o n tr o lle d .
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their poverty.
f.i . ^ o . M o n  Movement: This too can promote change J O  ™vement

* * » •

(6) gsiCTŝ sgs&iswsns ltgs2.gi £s&f»™ceand West Germany precludes them fran exe y 
pressure and is thus safely ignored.

(7) succlssm, 

neutralised. '
(8) Wars: In the tw Waaa “ £f%e»b!Srship of the 

. VSiŜ SŜ uJSi S  S f W & y  except at the lowest

(9) Political Revolution; .n^netention’have^een'toliiss £& '£&&&££ srst* « * .
IO conclude, let »e state t t a ^ o n g s t  other

mainly influences and shaP^ t h e J^f^acter and kind of life one affects ones status and eights, the t blishes vith ones
leads and the type of rj1}*1® * 1 JJant an institution in any fellow human beings . ^ t  is and vested interests
society to be tampered vith by poirtxci^s g vhat its goals
SoS°dUK*anredSS?iona^ t  be so deigned - ^ s S f i f v S u l s "
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