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YMT. H . f t . H . I S , 
HIGH COkk'ISSIONJSR FOB INDIA 
IN THE UNlOfci OF SOUTH AFRICA 

F 0 uOX 8327, Johannesburg. 
8th Novr. 1952. 

a 
INFORMATION SERVICh No. 14 /52. 

I ,r . Ramarao Deshmukh, kember, Council of o t a t e s , and£former High 

C ^ i s s i o n e r f o r India in South A f r i ca , said in a broadcast f ro^wagpur 

on 6tn uovr . , t m t Europeans in South A f r i c a in, pro fess ing to hold up 

'•"White Supremacy" were by the ir methods "d igg ing the grave of the country". 

He said that the Indian problem wis pert of a " tug-o f -war " between 

forces try ing to segregate A f r i cans and Humanity try ing to escape from 

oppression. 

Europeans wanted Indians as ' l abourers and s e r f s ' , but could not 

L.x-,r-:te them as f r e e men c la iming p o l i t i c a l , economic or soc ia l equa l i t y , 

x ^ s i c a l l y , kr.Deshmukh sa id , this reason generated h o s t i l i t y to their 

mnicing money out of trade or business end a l l European l e g i s t t i v e and 

administrat ive ingenuity had the purpose of destroying i t . 

Tracing the h i s to ry of the Indian s e t t l e r s , k r . Deshmukh said that 

the f i r s t Indians a r r i v ed in Nata l in I860, 40 years a f t e r the Europeans, } 
at the " inss i s t en t importunit ies of Europeans who preva i led upon the 

unwil l ing Govt, of India to s a t i s f y their need f o r r e l i ab l e ana e f f i c i e n t 

1 baur". In 1672 India stopped emigration in r e t a l i a t i o n for i l l -

tr»atm«=nt of Ind ianV. - by 1674 when emigration was resumed,Indians h. d 

ty their industry f u l l y " j u s t i f i e d expectat ions. * f ter tb e indent ur e 

period many Indians accepted lands and b/.their industry and s k i l l 

applied in other d i r ec t i ons bu i l t Natal into a 'Garden Co lony ' . 

Dr .Lalan 's contention that Indians were always intended to be sent back 
>rs c ' p i e ce of arrogant nonsense1. 

kr. Deshmukh explained ha« the a r r i v a l of Indian traders in South 

~ f r i c crcrt^d '^nvy ' among the Europeans lending to the cry "White 
t 

C i v i l i s a t i o n in Danger" and the sp i t e of » n t i - I nd i au l e g i s l a t i o n to 

stroy the economic pos i t i on of Indians, l i r a important to remember 

V t mor- tten 70 such opt i - Ind ian enactments ex i s t ed , he sa id . 

kr . Deshmukh then r e f e r r ed to the s trugg les launched by L^iutcn Oar.dhi 

c achieve f u l l . - i v i c r i ght3 to the r es ident Indian population and s Ju 



"ThU tug-af-war s t i l l continues each day bringing fresh e v i l s f o r tft* 

Indians". As a resul t £f these events, he said, Smuts acquired 3 frim 

be l i e f in the e f f i cacy of soul - force and throughout his l i f e enter f i ined 

? very h i ^ regard f o r the personality and doctrine of kait tao Gandni. 

"I discovered this to be so' even in the c r i t i c a l yenr of 1946 which bed 

induced me ŝ the l e s t High Commissioner f o r India , to make one l e s t 

u f o r t at compromise by the o f f e r of bringing about u me t ing between 

these outstanding world persona l i t i es , Smuts and Gandhi j i " , Lr. DeshmuKh 

said. 

He *died " I f this r ad t-ken pl-ice soma solution might have been 

found. But H' r. tory n- d a d i f f e r e n t design in view and History must now 
/ i 

t :ke i t s re lent less course". 

" y t ^ Zi.u**-
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HQft SCRVICE MO. 17/ 92. 

In the course of her speech in the UN assembly, the leader of the 
Iadi»«3 Delegation, Srimati ViJayalakshmi, said "Even as we meet here 
today, thousands of men and wom«n belonging to d i f f e r en t groups in 
South A f r i ca have united and launched a movement of passive resistance 
as-eiaet the wrong being done to them. 

» ^ s •'» 
•They have r t r*>3orted to v i o l en t r ebe l l i on , though there nave 
apotcdic vutfcur - d u r i n g the las t few days by other groups whom 

iesper^tion is dr iv ing to regrettable courses. The passive res istera 
have instsad followed the inspiring example of LahetnB Oandhi and are 
enduring in a disciplined manner imprisonment and even whipping for 
daring to assert their right to those human r ights and fundament ul 
freedoms to which we have e l l j^le^ed ourselves. 

"Such debris tration of spiritual strength can never j.rove f u t i l e 
•»nd I would like to teke tz»ie opportunity of paying a tr i Lute to the 
courage and sacri f ice of these men and women and to give them 
assurance that there i s e targe measure of appreciation a l l the world 
over of tneir~Uerrrre ata'A'ar*". 

The UN Special P o l i t i c a l Committee qff the General assembly has 
•looted by more ttnn two-thirds major i ty , the AS in n-Af rico n resolution 

an the treatment of people of Indiana-origin in South A f r i c a . The 
resolution calls for the*appointment of e thr ee-m«nber Cotd Of f i ces 
lomnission to assist South A f r i c a , vInciia and Pakistan to s e t t l e the 
problem. The Commission i s to report to the next session of the 
General Assembly. \ » 

The resolution got the support of 42-nations end was opposed by 
South A f r i c a only. 13 countries abs tr-ine<i. There was a separate 
vote by r o l l cfill on the-eiauuW of the resolut ion proposing that 
South ri C5»n Government be eskad to suspf-, d enforcement f the 
/.reas >»ct pending the appointment of tne ,o d O f f i c e s Commission, 
mis c l tuss WHS supported by 32 countries u.<l op^ooed ty iC. 17.4: 
W'ire 16 • Intentions . 

The ^igtjritin ldini9"t«3"r• f o f jLdbQl Government, fcr.Obafemi Awolowo, 
has said that the j o in t demand f o r action b\ a l l njn-i^uropean >~ople 
can break ' M o n i s m ' in South ^ f r i c n . 

Hr.Aealpwn wnn 1 a % 5 C o l o m b o Long w i f Mr.Akinloye,» lger ian 
Vinist^r for A t r i o u l t i r o and Natural rtasotircoe, tv.il a n^wa donftruice 
feha t there were only t> few voices in the UN today l ike those of Iridic 
championing the causa -j£ -ex*.-£urop*tin peoples. He a. id tti-1 the 
ent i re non-European population v<hic;. outnumbered Europeans should unice 
eni ra ise a powerful voice to defeat, ttie racir.l pol icy of Dr.&alen. 

- • » 

Mr.AWoloiro 3aid that th*i jt-Pvi cons-did-not support any kind of 
v io lence, though i t was trut that the European people had not been f a i r 
to the non-Zuropean people i r B*JSt A f r i c a , keeping the r ichest parts of 
the country to themselves. 
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA 
IN THE UNION OF SOUTH A FRIG* 
F 0 uOa 8327, Johannesburg. 

14fch Novr. 1952. 

Correct ion to Information Serv i ce bu l l e t in 
no.17/52 dated 12th Novr. 1952. 

For the f i r s t two sentences in oareeraDh 5 
please reed - 6 y ' 

"The resolution got the support of 41 nations 

and was opposed by South Afr ica only, lb countries 
- . - . — ^ 

abstained". "i i 

2cWyntuk No 
Gekry by r z z ^ s ^ ^ f ^ ' 
Datum m-I. 
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m i „ T x ~ . I n d i e s d e i c r U Shxift t i Vi lnkshmi told the 
UN o . eci al p o l i t i c "1 C^saret** -n Novr. 12 tfei t the si tu:; t i on in S ith 
o W i c a const i tuted a f It gr-nt . vi rl-i ti c n of the basic pr inc ip l es of 
httfinn r i gh ts snd f uncV-.-enf. 1 l revdoms gif-.r-nteed by the UN Jn . r t e r . 

Vij-;yt. Iv.kshifli .was the deto te r,n the reso lut ion op,nsrr_ i 
•v" -f- -Si'sn - « f - i c.-;r. c : # t r K 3 c..nde«jiing r-ci-.U segreg- t i n Ir Srutt 
Af r ic a. . 

She said that in South A f r i c a run- whites c^ui i n i t surve e « c. -
t*.nts in the armed f o r c es . Evan in trade unions there w<rs & « r ' t 
ni opportunit ies for s k i l l e d work wer^ denied to non-whites, in 3 vt 

oerv ices , « s ys t ecc t i c dr ive hr-d been launched to replace nron-whitea 
by wt.i tes . 

Th= f e e l i n g s of resentment sad b i t t e rness in South A f r i c 
:r mine "nd were n w sbsjrti by nn increasing number & Eurdpe r.o. 
il -re was a l i m i t t^ nuewn en uTana* tfirf the n^n-white pop.;l1rti • 

compelled to r e so r t to non-vio lent ona completely pe ' i l 
measures in mute pro tes t againt the i r continued oppression -.nd 
enforced degradat ion. 

Vi jny:lk3hmi said that the Separate Representat ion of Voters Act 
r iuoved the so - ca l l ed Coloured vo t e r s res id ing in the Cape Pr vinco 
f r pi a common r o l l to u separate r o l l . 

A f t e r r e f e r r i n g to tte decis ion of the Supr me Court >f South 
U l r i ca that the Act was ultr.. v i r e s ^r Par l iament , she s t „ i ed ti.it 
the Union Govt, had then enacted another Act e n t i t l e d "The High Court 
f Parliament A c t " . 

She observed " I have merely mentioned th"se pa t t e rs to ind icate 
that in the pursuit of their reckless r a c i a l p o l i c i e s , the Union r 

.•e not hes i tated to v i o l a t e their own Const i tu t ion" . 

Hundreds and thousands of ordinary people , workers, traders*, 
t ochers, b th men and w ;men, chee r fu l l y en l i s t ed as volunteers in 
the eamffi ign. 

She pT.id a t r ibute to "the extremely w e l l d i sc ip l ined behaviour 
f t l pwscive r e s i s t e r s \ in 3j 11« ere provocation on tte 

rt f the p l i e . ni the u re f rr>tlo*. i nnoo«: the whites, hav© 
o . rr ied out t!.. i r movement in. th-. s p i r i 1 1 w Uh i t w-i3 laoftOfced". 

brutal methods invo l v ing vi ler.ee ft:4 been used ag-iinst non-
v io l en t r e s i s t e r s . ' "C -n - i t ' -.a in tne p r i s ns in the treatment of 
the r e s i s t s r s by the po l i c e an', the j s i l wardens ' .re, 'r m -.i; « cc 4nts, 

' - l l i n g . 

"nut the sp i r i t of the u vei.ent which has r i ght and jus t i c e ,o 
tf; si oe c n.iot te broken by such e n s u r e s . The movement of resistance 

i' ,n. I t had me t with widespread support from .11 sect ions th 
'.-white ca.o.iunity in South A f r i c a ana iris evoked symp thy 

l i e n l elements in Soutr. A f r i c a i t s e l f -.nd in oti.er ji r ts : the 
r 11". 

ViJ"y" lakshmi said that t)*i General Assembly of the Fresbyter i n 
:.ureh of South rtfric£ , Can n C o l l i n s , the Chancellor of S t . Pau l ' s 

Crthedral , the ^rchbisnop of y^rk and the o r i t i s h i ' r 'de Union Congress 
! condavbed South A f r i c a ' s p o l i c i e s of Apartheid. 
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iarnine 6;» interna ti --n--1 it a l i c tUns the. jr^ble. ; , she 
• - the r.e"bers ..f the UN to pladg*a themselves to promote en. 

• ur- . ' i respect f~r hui>.h r ights ao." funic mantel fri.ee!-ns f->r "11 
wi-fchju t j is tine t i . ns -s t- r-c-;, 3 a , L'.ngut^e ..r rol i/don. 

s i t r . t i .n in S.uth ~ f r i c & ' I re- iy i : . p^r i l l ine r c , r-jLatious 
t. r -tout v st c.-ntin^nt f « f r i c . i 

"Unless this or s-nis" t i M : c t s -:.n- acts s ^ c . U l y t . s t i r _ U . t o . a -
. r.\ =nc . f r,cn ,f f t , ! . w i l l evorywaer. in r ^ r i L jno s i tuat ion in 

• . . f r i c • ' now n: tnr* iun.tv , ti«3e A c o n f l i c t nc asc . ru *~ula 
• c r tc-"'. I t i s ii.-.f. ,r t ivc f r the *vr l t t Or*$cnisaU a t*> 
t K f i: restat si tu . t i . n In Bvattt « f r i c i ol U stu£y f n: 

.. i'&o i t s intern ti jW- 1 L. l i c. ti ^ns". ' 

rr- In itd I^ le f fnte ' t c l raJ "Tha pur;, f tho countries t&icfc 
M a a - r.t this ttar W/or* tte fc--r . f ./ r l^ p i n i o n is n.t J j 

r r j I {*n or c n ur. th. Uni n u:,vt. bat to t k. r. tc of the s i tuat ion 
•el t" study i t with a view i f ^ s s i b l * t - assist ing 'nu . 

« f r ic? .n O v t . solve i t on , r ( I . m U a I hUan i t ri-.n br-sis in 
c ;.f r.-itv with ti*. pr inc ip les _f th*. Ch.rt r . 

" Th « - r can be n ; soXuti n by continued, d aination -f one r-oa ov«r 
t , rs tut only an tto br si s f mutual to -Urnce and uncersttnuinr.. 

T , ' L n - o r u . l i c i c s .f persecution - n . l iscr i i . inr . t i on ar « c r r i e . out 
i\Z ioro .if f i c u l t w i l l bo the tusk -f f i ^ i n f c a f a i r ani just solution 

f the r >ci -1 qucs ti jn in that . l i s t r j c t ed country." 

On 12 I^cvr. when the UN General assembly's S o c i a l P o l i t i c a l 
C .--dttae resux.£C dabe te on South A f r i c a ' s rac ia l p o l i c i o s , W^way 
9u;, - r t e i tho stand of the 13-i,ation «rob-i;sion group that race c o n f l i c t 
iu South Afr ica crected" a dsnt:erous cud explosive s i tuat ion '-ni 
i h r o " t ^ s d w rl£ teace. 
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