
In them any more, feel my years could have been more usefully 
spent in painting and writing, which is what I intend doing from 
now on, plus travelling. Rusty and I want to go back to Europe,
I want to go to Spain again, I love Italy, dream about being 
back there, haven't seen Greece or Portugal, would like to 
visit the USSR and see what is happening (they're publishing 
Death is Part of the Processi next year) snd would like to go 
to the GDR as well as a few other places. How about fiorway, fsor 
Instance, all those fjords and glaciers? Ho, I d o n’t want to be 
so far away frpa It all. What limited money we will have w o n’t 
take us from Southern Africa to Europe. And even when their is 
black majority government in SA, the situation ’on the g r o u n d 1 
as they say, w o n’t change for years and years in moot respects - 
w h o’se going to pull down all those Soweto matchboxes, rebuild 
the schools, equip them, dismember the Bantustan3, find jobs 
for all the unemployed, uneducated and often brutalised youtyh? 
Apart from all the other problems. It's not going to change 
overnight, and I don't want to give any core of my energies 
working for that change. It's for the young to do it.

He rejoice in the gradual slide down of the Thatcher era, while 
still feeling Kinr.ock is a nasty opportunist. But what could 
be worse than what has happened to Britain in all these years'.
The whole social consciousness of the people has changed, and 
that also w o n’t change overnight when she has gone. At lea3t 
without TV we don't have to soe her any more, although we do 
hear that voice from time to time on the radio.

i/era, the London Review of Books has been ariving and i find it 
very interesting and worth reading. I think I shall continue to 
subscribe to It after I return. Why not regard that as my 
Christmas present? This year I shall send nothing to anybody, not 
even the cards I usually send, havent got any and postage costs 
too much from here. I keep making notes of books I want to get 
when the opportunity comes, but don't go to the expense, they 
cost so much to send, and time is going by. Keith sends us 
batches of magazines (Hew Statesman, Spectator, Listener, etc) 
from time to time when he can pick them up free at the Telegraph 
and post them at the T's expense. We enjoy the "Weekly Guardian, 
although it's arrival is also erratic, ar.d read the whole thing, 
(except the sports news). Fusty and I are planning a trip when 
we finish up here, before we return to England. We want to go to 
Zimbabwe (R has never bosn to tho Victoria Falls) and to visit 
some of the marvellous game parks here in iTanzania.

I saeant to tell you about the man we share our houne with,
Zoni, he is a sweet, quiet, hard-v/orking little 3ian, but there 
is a clash of cultures. Tell you all ab*out it when I return.

Much love

Where's Olga off to next?
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^  p 5  & Z < M l  it> ffa> p ^ u 2 J L > C & ^ ^  —
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(yŶ  A tyw*^ ) 9 jsv Â. '-Ui&êe 0-V-# &£-&-

OVCrj fo k̂-r̂ Uy ^  '̂ \ ĉa/ $ k c '̂ i
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12th June 1990

Dear Vera,

You ask for my reaction to the cutting that was sent to you. I feel a sense 
of absolute outrage and anger. Let me take it sentence by sentence.

1) This sentence was underlined in ink: 'The fact that Jews the world over 
were involved in the campaign to gain his freedtbm has apparently had no 
impact on the Black African leader's choice of political friends.'

What incredible nonsense! The fact that Moslems also worked for his freedom 
doesnt mean he must embrace the Ayatollah; millions of Catholics also 
campaigned - must he then support the Pope about abortion? Yes, millions of 
Jews were among (not exclusively) those who campaigned, but it was a Jew 
who sent him to life imprisonment - Percy Yutar, the prosecuting attorney 
in the Rivonia trial. Should that, then, turn him against ail Jews? In 
addition, thousands, tens of thousands, of Jews in South Africa voted 
for the apartheid governments throughout the years, and supportedxaxpsucx 
apartheid in their life styles, in their professions and businesses - 
what has this got to do with Mandela's political choices? Nothing.

Is the article writer (and underliner) suggesting that because Jews were 
aipong those who demanded his freedom, he must then ippo facto agree with 
the policies of the Israeli government?

2) Next, a revolting act of anti-semifeism - the severed pig's head - is 
placed between two paragraphs about Mandela, thus linking Mandela with 
this act. What has it got to do with Mandela and with the South African 
jewish community's fear of anti-semitism? Where has anti-semitism come 
from in South Africa? From the Nationalists, the upholders of apartheid. 
Where has a policy of total non-racialism come from? From the ANC and 
Mandela. How dare they suggest that it is Mandela's policies that heighten 
fears of anti-semitism? On the kind of logic that the writer of the article 
employs, Mandela and the ANC should be violently anti-white, because of 
the treatment blacks have received over the centuries from whites. I would 
have thought that Jews, of all people, would appreciate the clear logic 
and humanity of Mandela's policies on racial questions.

3) Quote: 'Last February supporters of the extremist ARM raised Nazi flags 
and burned a Star of David to protest .agaenBitient-sponsored anti-apartheid 
reforms. Mandela's pro-PLO remarks were made just two weeks later.'

Here again, like above, is a nasty smear by juxtoposing two entirely 
unrelated incidents. What has ASQ policy, as expressed by Mandela, 
two weeks, two months, later or before, got to do with the anti-semitism 
of the ARM?

4) Finally, I despise the attempfctof the American Jev/ish lobby to brand as 
anti-semitic everyone who opposes Israel's reactionary policy. What about 
those jews in Israel who demonstrate for recognition of the PLO? Does this 
make them anti-semites? I support the PLO, I'm deeply against the acts of 
the Israel government in the occupied territories that bear such a close 
resemblance to what is happening in South Africa. The Israeli government 
is going further and further down a blind alley that can only lead to more 
conflict and violence. Of all the people in the world, jews most of all, 
should recognise and feel compassion towards the displaced and the 
oppressed. And take a long hard look at the way their government, their 
army, their prisons, are behaiing.

This may not endear me to our relatives in the US, but I only hopp that 
it may make them try to think again, with their intellect.

Much love
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