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After the tribal war3 and the loss of their country the African people 
became near slaves living under the rule of the white capitalists < m d U n L  
owners. As they and the other non-Europeans could never agree to beim; 

segregate a and exploited in th.ir own country, they beganTo orsarise for 

freid_^ • tt«i* organisations were at first very weak, but 

or they became stronger, as the people began to learn more about politics 
and as they gained more knowledge from their struggles.

first 3teP course was for the non-Europeans to begin to understand 
that uiptg wa3 needed. The African peoples were made up of different tribes . 
who had often nought with each other in the past. Zulu and Sotho, Pondo and 
Xhosa, Tawan* a^a pedi had to understand that they were all Afric«r« th*t 
they all suffered under the sa,ae land laws, pass l L ,  anfso  on! ^  £ £  all 
.ltd tne sane neeu .or fre^Jon. in the same way the Coloured people and the 

Indians had to understand that they too were oppressed by the same government 

and should make common cause with the Africans in the struggle for freedom. This 
unity is not yet complete, but already big steps have been made towards It,

jhgjrelnjying^ .qf_the African Rational Congress. This was the first real

o fjb h e ^r lo ^^e o file . It was started byTjCa I Seme

♦v06^ 0 i f  1 Seme 8ai41 MThe denon of ^ t a l l s m , the aberrations 
of the Xhcsa^Fingo feud, the animosity that exists between the Zulus and the

Tongas, between the Basuto and every other latlve must be burled and forgotten 
Ve are one people. These divisions, these Jealousies, are the oauee of all our' 
woes and of all our backwardness and Ignorance today."

The Congress took up the struggle against the Aflt of 1813 It 

organised deputations which went to London to ask the Oeveronent ef**igland for 
help, ihey got nothing in London* Th* denotations at least did this ouch *ood 
They proved that the English Qcvenua*nt had no Interest in helping the African* 
It had handed over South A frica to the white »outh Afrioans.

Against the Land Aot the Congress canid only pass resolutions. Thousands 
of African share-farmers were driven off tbs white fanes and wandered about 

homeless and starving until they at last became wage workers on the farms and 
in the town*,

gfes| Jftdian fa s^r e  Jfrsjstjpgs^ In the as an tin s the Indian people In Satal 
were showing how a people,without votes, could fight against a stron* and
powerful government and beat it .

The first Zadlana were brought to fatal In I860 to work in the sugar farms

The sugar farmers brought In Indians because the Zulus were unwilling tTcome *
and work for low wages. In those days ths pass laws, poll taxes end land laxa
were not aa strong as today and the Zulus rtill had land on which they oould 
earn a living.

By 1*95 there were 60,000 Indians in latal. 7ery heavy poll taxes were 
oades for the Tndlans; every man, woman and child rvor 16 years old had to nay

?  ?Qocy’!^r*rAfter 1?93 In41an>* thou£» torn in Satal, were not allowed to vote, 
in 19Q6. the Transva ^ Q c v e i T ^ t j ^ e ,  a pass law for Indians and it was

J^ig_ p.gj. 3_lny__that the fjrst^ndlan passive resistance movement 

It wr.e leu by Gandhi, a young lawyer who cane out from India in 1893. Gandhi 

belityed in nonviolence (Satyagraha) und his followers were called Satyagrahis 
Gandhi anl thousand* of Satyagrahis went tp gaol for refusing to carry passes * 
In 15C7, 13,000 Indians and Chinese were imprisoned in the Transvaal for 

refusing to register under the new lav. In 1913 the Indian workers in Katal went 
on strike against the poll tax. Gandhi led two thousand rosisters ou a march 
to the Transvaal. Aa soon as they ,*,t to Volkrust they were all arrested A 
number of white supporters of Oandhl were also arrested.



' • -  _ v-jr-/- :. . - v

The movomont was too big for tho ovcrnment to stop, Sauto, the Minister 

of Justice in the Union Qovernmont* was forced to give in. The £3 Indian pell 

tax in Natal was withdrawn, as was also the Indian pass law in the Transvaal.

The Struggles of the White Workers (1913-1922) . The Government of Smuts 
and Botha which represented the interests of the mineowners and other 

capitalists, was engaged in struggles with the whit_a_ wnrlrgr* fr..m 191*3 _to_ ^922. 
When the whito gcld-miners went on strike in 1913 Smuts called out English 

3oldiers (there were still some in South Africa atthat tine) and many strikers 
uere shot i:i »he streetB of Johannesburg. In spite of this, the strike was 
successful. The Government prepared to crush the workers and when another 

strike started in 1914 Smuts at once arrested nine of the workers* leaders 
and deported them, without trial, to England.

Another big miners' strike took place in 1923. By this time many of the 
white miners were Afrikaners who had come to the Witwatersrand from the 
plattaland, Tfcey were supporters uf Hertzog»6 Nationalist Party, but they 

made common cause with the English-speaking workers, most of whom follow ed 
the Labour Party, The chief causa of the strike was the dismissal by the 
Chamber of Mines of some 2,000 white miners. The chamber also wanted to 
replace certain White miners with Africans.

For this reason many of the strikBrs took up the slogan of a "White South 
Africa", and there was much feeling against the African workers, !ftie "left 

wing" among the white workers, who called themselves Socialists, were opposed 
to these attacks on the Africans, They said that agents of ths mine-owners .d 
the Government had encouraged the feelings of hostility egainst the blacks.
They said the real enemy was the Chamber of Mines, However they said nothing 

about uniting with the African miners against the Chasfber of Mines,

r  V .

'The strike ended in fighting between the police and the strikers and many 

were shot on both sides. The etritos was Abet, but after it was over the 
Nationalist and Labour Partier made a ■fcact" by which they promised to 
support each other in the next eleotion. She election took place in IS24 and 
the Smuts Government was beaten.

Many African voters in the Cape voted for the Pact candidates. One reason 
was they were angry with the Smuts Government beoauee of the way it had treated 
the non-Europeans. This Government had passed many bad laws, such as the Lr\nd 

Act and the Pass Laws, and alsc had shot down African peeple (Israelites) at 

Bulhoek in 1921, and Bondelswart Hottentots in South WeBt Africa in 1922, The 
Israelites were religious people who settled on the commonage at Queenstown . 
They refused to go, saying it was their land. Smuts sent soldiers armed with 
machine guns against them and killed 163, wounded 129,

The Nationalist-Labour Pact Government passed the Colour Bar Act in 1926. 
This law makes it illegal for non-whites to do certain sorts of 3killed work.

The Socialists. In the meantime there were soae white people in Suuth 

Africa who belonged to the "left.-wing" of the workers* movement. These pecple 

bslisved in the unity of the wcrkers and were opposed to any sort of colour 

bar or apartheid. Already in 1915 then InternationeJ. Socic-list League,led by 
Sidney Bunting and Ivan Jones bogan to preach to tho non—Europear.s the message 

of socialism. Afterwards they formed the Communist Party, which included both 
Europecns and non-Europeans on an equal footing and which carried on this york. 

These people have done much to educate the non-Europeans politically and to 
help them build up trade unions and other organisations.

During the first World War many Africans were recruited in the Labour 
Corp9" and went to Franco where they found there was no eclcur bar. They came 

back to this country with new ideas. The rising cost of living caused mf-ny 

strikes. There was a "bucket strike11 of sanitary workers in Johannesburg in 1913, 

She next year the African Nt-tional Congress led a hi,; pass-burning camr-ftlm - 
the first attempt by Africans to defy unjust laws. In 1920 caij? a strike of 
40,000 Africans-on the gold mines.

All these things helped to open the eyes of Africans to the need for trade 
union organisation and led to the'next big movement - the I.C.TJ,
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Kadalie, f o U o v l r p  .u o c j ™ ^  >trlto of l ^ S ^ S ^ E  S ' S S " *

In the some year Masabalala, the I.C.U.Leader in Port Elizabeth, was arreted 
without charge and put in gaol. Thousands demonstrated outside the g a £  ’

though there was no violence the police opened fire killing twenty-one persons.

1323 * 2  pS  a TOld fire to ali the « m e r 3 of South Africa, m
f' t W re  " 0re 9hootln^  of Africans by the police,

elp d by white civilians, but this did not stop the growth of the T "  TT

which moved its head office from Cape Town to Johannesburg in 1925. Jn’ 1926 Kada- 
ie, who refused to carry a pass, was banned from entering Natal. He defied tha 

ban and went to Durban where he addressed a meeting of 8,000 supporters.

aid nBt 19T *?" ^  abCUt 200 ’ 000 ne*b*r»« Unfortunately its leaders
did not understand the right way of organising trade unions. They did not

X or take v  th6 demanda of 8pecial eections ** ^ eThey did not lead proper strikes but simply held meetings and collected 
money. Many of the leaders were too fond of their nice Jobe and were not will-

4 .1Ce* # th6lr Pe°Ple* C .I .D . sent spies into the
organisation to try to *mash it from insid®. The Government passed new laws to 

atop agitation - especially the Native Administration Act of 1927. The leaders 
began to preach hamba Sahle" and a number of Connunista were expelled from
XII# I f  C« V#

Becauae of theee things, the I.C .U . broke op into a number of different 
organiaatipns. Champion made a separate I.C .U . in Natal, aid Keable Mote *T 

separate one in the Tree State. Xadalie left the old I .C .U . to W.O Ballinrer 

and himself Btarted the Independent I.C .U . The once strong I .C .U . was broken' 
into many email weak >odie« and the Government, which had been very frightened 
was no happy again.

v. , trade unionism. i„ i 9i 8 a a tart was made with the
building of r e d  trade unions on the Witwatersrand. Unions started at thi* 

time were the African Clothing Workers, the Laundry Vorker3 and the Furniture 
Workers, Ifcere were a number of atrikea, which reaulted in the workers in 

the., indaatrie. getting better wagea and conditions. Ifcere waa a further growth

, ^ U2 P* * 1J rad* Uni0n, b6f0re “ * durtn«  th# eQoond v°rld War. Ooloured 
and AfricA  wortora were organised at the Cape and Indian and African workers in

1945 the aon-3uropean Trade union Council claimed to represent 
over 150,000 organised workBrs.

-he workBra organiaed were practically all factory workers in the big towns 

like Cape Town, Port Elizabeth,Kimberley.Johannesburg and Durban. The farm 
workers md the mine workers remained unorganised. In 1930 the Cape African * 
aational congress organised many farm workors in the Western Province, -,hou£h { 
not cn trade union lines. The movement was important bocause of the unity that 
was achieved between Coloured and African workers on the farms The chie* 

loaders of this movement.Elliot Tongeni and Bransby Ndobe, wore banned frcm the 
country districts of the Cape.

Crfipnieinfi.Jthe Miners. Many attecpts have been made to organise the ifrinm  
mine workers. This is a very hard task because of the compound system.' In 194^ 
the Transvaal branch of the African National Congress held a conference in 

Johannesburg to organise an African Mine Workers' Union. In spite uf difficult f 
iea, the union, under the presidency of J.E.Karks, managed tc enrol mar.y 

thousands of rdners. The Chamber of Mines refused to have anything to io with 
the Union or to listen to the coaplaints of the workers. In August 194-} at a 
meeting at Newtown Square, attended by over 1,000 delegates, the ttnire 

resolved on strike action. Twenty-one mines took pert in tho strike and some 

75 .pop workers were involved. The mine-owners, supported by the police would 
not allow the workers to strike in the ordinary way. The police entered’ the 

compounds with gungi and batons and the workers were clubbed back to w-rk Nin* 5 
mine-work*re were killed and the Mineworkerst Union suffered a set bac' * *
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'This va. the Greats®* .trike ly Africans the country had eeen.

THE EGRTZOG 3 ILLS AMD THE ALL AFRICAN

_  C i S V S ! 5 . i c ® , ____ _____________________________

- U s ^ L r  <lr l T £ £ £ % %  different

- r r p i  a ;- - - - -  v s a s r ^ : ^ ^
e q u a t i o n s .  Leaders J P P  ^  ^  ^ threat to all ^ riCana.

cause gainst the bill  ̂ ^  >f qu„ r ,u i n g  very little organisational 

Unfortunately **> * lead ers who net at Bloem fontein found that they 
w ,rk had he an done car. Convention did l i t t l e  mere
had no fol'low ers  ̂ -aiast *he b i l l s .  There were no b ig  demonstrations by 
£ “ ^ 7 ” P r o U ^ t r l k e s  nor any sort of defiance of the C ovenant.

^  Convention tried to kaap £ * £  »  ^

A frican  people could buppor.. The p i. Convention lead ers a-uld
, he orGanisatlon of the P ^ l e  to h « k  It up. T h e ^  ^  u  fa=t

not a-ireo amonC the^9® roni-Te-jB which began once more the task  of
i t  was the A frican  N atio - *£ g rad u ally  the Congress won back i t s

* eople ta thelr st™ !le ' or
freedom.

A  tt— a * v ttd to the time of the Second World War there
Growth of_jton=f e ‘PPgfl£LJi. _-%« . coloured and Indian peoples. Each 

h3d been l i t t l e  u n ity  be'tw e« ^  wajr< But from about 1939, w ith the outbreak 
had fought i t e  own f ig *  Von-Iurcpean united  Front be^an lo ^ g a jn  ^roujid,

-nlty hec^e even 0cre U,ortant vhen the^MaUn

United Party at the Oer.eral^ ha^e beatsn them with scorpions. All

Europeans with whlp8_, ‘ 0 teen attacked. The attack on the Indians
sections of the nondrop  . Aeiatic Land Tenure and Indian
started again under S ^ t s  in W 46 ^  ^  ^  ^  Qld 1<SR,

Representation Bill. I ♦* . t ^  militant leaders *uch as Dadoo and
of the Indian Congress were thrown out a n^m lix^u  ^  ^ll-tried aethod

Snicker took ^ a i g n  brought about the complete boycott of *he
of passive resistance. Thi amp th> Indlna CongresB tv . a

y j S T S S i ^ S S S ^ ^ - S - i .  *  - » * » «  -  « •  >“u u ° ‘ 1 fieht '-f

the Indian p eople.
, the war B number of important Afripan political struggles,

ruring ani after the war a a . , ,  heloed to build the African

son* local, others ^  lop the consciousness of the people end
r,oHt'cal movement we see today* tc aeveiop t-u® v.
g i i  t t  experienco in organisation and s t r o d e , 

imor^ these campaigns were:

'ater.se the workers ceme out on spontaneous strikes.

3 U W  f n ^ s s r . 4, ^ ;  e s u  t n r u r r  t r  u r% E K S t J S w  S .  “ eataot unity of purpose « 4  action Johannesburg

.oas seen on such an issu e .

., r o m a n  KO TB gar. Thou.ands of - ^ » » a n t .  • " * " *

against the critical hoMloR « d  to«neh!ps and administering

‘ .'i^lr'cwn'1 in d e p e n d e n t  ^on?iritles untd finally the Council « ,  forced to
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these camps b . l ^ ‘ " p “ « d 't ? p o r ^ o n t ’ h ^ ^ n ’ f l w ^ J ^  P^0° lB', °*

‘ areai- h S ?  J“ re=e“‘  the western

in protest a^jMnst Increased, fares') «nd f1o ^  ^oyoott ^ovemnnt (again 

method.! in continuous raids f o ^pa  !?„ t '™  *s»lart Po1^

p o lic e  b r t W K ,  lod to p itch ed  s tr e e t  C t l e s I « ™  T T  *han ° n'’ 
to anti-Indian njethoda wore tried but on t h eIt f U ® ^ ts to divert the people 

"lotionr on local grievances took place nt vr ° !  ̂ Similar
other Reef centres. ‘ P Knjgeradorp and Randfontein and

PROTgoi _ AyT I OUTS OK MAY I AND JTT*IE Pfi nn tv

Of the A i r l o ^ o W e d  n ^ d l i S l r ^ . S e ^  M8 ^  j0l,lt atrll»  “ tlcn
unity end in the struggle .gainst S p r o s . ^ f  ^  , ^  height, of non^turopoan

Strike action paralysed Industry. At the , “rea“ alao8t complete

« r e  the peak of peoples actionKalnSf t 1 J, I thCee atrlta!'’
Governcent. 0 attacks of the Nationalist

All these actions and many norp j i

at Port Elizabeth; the successful M U c ^ L ^ t  t e a T ” *1?  (^  tUa bo>rzott 
against Dr.Dadoo in 194-.- the p e „„ i .., A . S J ? !  ,  deportation threat
1946 Oeneral Election- s t r u - - l ..^ „T  f°r 7ot«« for ill  on the

S tru g * , against cattle o S ilJg  ^ r . T  ! r'.t° rta; th* » t .i . ,h o e k
Coloured people against the S e ^ .  ^ *  °' ‘ he

played their part In building the C ongX eseTt^t  t f  7otei’ ' *>t) hare 
defiance oanpaign, today are conducting the

sgtfflcjt or mm zjm  »  1 9 5 1  the African -
Indian Congress, together ylth the Col™ rUf^» ?! . G° ngre,“ « *  
unjust l ,»s . Tbe o^paLgn of L f t L o e  "  “ lt“d froEt to ^
bands of volunteer* entered Bcksturg loc.tlone« “ h°utJ^ ^ r l t ^ 96^, Wh’ n

« t £  't^ tr
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