
GERMANY LED WESTERN 
MINISTERS DY NOSE

An On-the-Spot Report from Geneva by Sam Russell
a r e  Hitler’s former generals 1 

and German Big Business 
which helped Hitler to power 
to be allowed to dictate Wes
tern policy in the international 
negotiations with the Soviet 
Union which lie ahead?

Is it to be Adenauer ueber Alles, 
and is Brentano, Adenauer’s Fo
reign Minister, to come before 
everyone else?

These are questions to which all 
thinking men and women, whatever 
their politics, must demand answers 
now that the Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference has resumed at Geneva.

They are questions I have asked 
during the six weeks of the first 
stage of the Geneva conference, 
while watching the activities of 
Adenauer’s men working to wreck 
the conference.

SHADOW
The shadow of Dr. Adenauer, 

West Germany’s senile and power- 
crazy Chancellor, hung like an evil
smelling miasma over the Geneva 
conference.

Time after time when it seemed 
that agreement was being reached 
on some point or other, Adenauer’s 
men did their damndest to prevent 
it.

And in this they were assisted 
first and foremost by General de 
Gaulle and his Foreign Minister, 
M Couve de Murville, who in the 
private sessions of the Big Four Fo
reign Ministers was, in fact. Dr. 
Adenauer’s mouthpiece.

Adenauer’s antics were assisted, 
loo, by the weakness of Mr. Sel- 
wyn Lloyd, who, while dissociating 
himself from them privately, lined 
up publicly alongside Adenauer 
under the plea of preserving “allied 
unity.”

REASONABLE
But, as Mr. Bevan said so rightly 

in the House of Commons the other 
day, “it seems reasonable to us that 
we should have an opportunity of 
commenting on the Geneva confer
ence, as well as Dr. Adenauer.”

Dr. Adenauer’s Foreign Minister, 
Herr von Brentano, complained bit
terly to West German correspon
dents in Geneva that the West “had 
missed the bus” in not ending the 
conference a week before it ad
journed, and in not insisting that it 
should end altogether without any 
date for reconvening.

That Adenauer and his men failed 
in this is already a victory for those 
in Britain and the world over who 
want the negotiations to succeed— 
want the cold war to end and to 
resolve the present abnormal situa
tion in Berlin, which could be used 
by the West German militarists to 
whip up the cold war to a hot war.

NEARER
Mr. Macmillan has agreed
“ that it would be a mistake to 

underrate the degree of success that 
has already taken place at the Fo
reign Ministers’ Conference. The 
Foreign Ministers have not reached 
agreement, but undoubtedly the 
positions are more clarified, and in 
certain respects are nearer toge
ther.”

Mr. Kruschov in Moscow and 
the Soviet Foreign Minister Mr. 
Gromyko in Geneva expressed 
themselves in almost identical 
terms.

So it would seem that the talks 
w'ere useful. Yet I can now disclose 
something about the last session in 
Geneva. When the Ministers were

discussing the wording of the final 
communique, the Soviet side pro
posed that it should say that “a 
useful exchange of views took 
place.”

But the French Foreign Minister, 
acting as Adenauer’s mouthpiece as 
well as de Gaulle’s, objected to the 
word “useful,” and said that he 
would only accept the word 
“broad.”

Mr. Selwyn Lloyd rather sheep
ishly agreed. And when the Soviet 
representatives burst out laughing 
and turned to the British represen
tatives and asked whether they 
thought the talks had not been use
ful, there was no reply from the 
red-faced British.

This is only one incident of many 
which occurred during the Geneva 
conference’s first stage.

On another occasion, Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd told certain correspondents 
privately that on the basis of the 
Soviet Union’s latest proposals on 
Berlin, agreement could be reached 
by the West reducing its troops in 
West Berlin while the Soviet Union 
conceded ‘‘a certain prolongation of 
time” for Western troops to remain, 
and guaranteeing access.

NO ULTIMATUM
He added, however, that he could 

not present such precise proposals 
because it might cause difficulties 
with Adenauer and Eisenhower.

So when the Soviet side presented 
proposals very close to Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd’s ideas, he joined with his 
Western colleagues in rejecting them 
as “completely unacceptable” and 
started claiming that they repre
sented an “ultimatum.”

In an attempt to justify breaking 
off the conference the West made a 
great deal of fuss about the time 
limit suggested by the Soviet Union 
for ending the work of the proposed 
All-German Committee and for end
ing the occupation regime in West 
Berlin. First the Soviet Union had 
suggested one year, later 18 months.

Mr. Kruschov in Moscow and 
Mr. Gromyko in Geneva both 
made it crystal clear that if the 
West preferred another time limit 
the Soviet Union was prepared to 
discuss it, and that there was no 
question or intention of presenting 
the West with an ultimatum.

FOR AGREEMENT
Mr. Selwyn Lloyd claimed in the 

House of Commons that Mr. Krus
chov had said that “ if agreement

was not reached at the end of 18 
months, all Western rights in Berlin 
would be extinguish^. In other 
words, he was indicating what 
seemed to be a reversion to the 
method of ultimatum.”

This is quite untrue, and Mr. SeL 
wyn Lloyd knows it. The Soviet 
Union is insisting on a time-limit 
because only in this way can Dr. 
Adenauer and his men be prevented 
from wrecking all possibilities ot 
agreement.

That agreement is in the interests 
of the people of the West as well as 
the people of the socialist countries 
It is in the interests of all those 
who want to prevent the West Ger
man militarists from ever again 
being in the position of dictating 
their terms to the world—as Hitlei 
did not so long ago, with conse
quences none of us are likely to 
forget.
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Zee in the London Daily Herald.

De Gaulle Continues Efforts 
To Increase French Power

Seeks Italian Junior Partners
JgEHIND the five-day visit by French President de Gaulle to 

returned to Paris, lies the ambition to found a powerful 
which France will have a decisive say.

This idea, along with that stressing the need of France to possess 
nuclear weapons, constitutes an important part of de Gaulle’s plan 
to strive for an equal share with the U.S. and Britain in western 
European leadership.

De Gaulle and his accompanying 
Foreign Minister De Murville, held 
several talks with Italian President 
Gronchi and Foreign Minister 
Pella. The topics discussed during 
the talks, Pella told the press, were 
“the Geneva Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference, possible nuclear re
search collaboration between the 
two countries and problems in 
North Africa, with special emphasis 
on Algeria”.

According to Associated Press, 
and Italian papers, De Gaulle also 
explored the possibility of forming 
a Western Mediterranean alliance 
which would link with NATO. The 
proposed alliance, according to the 
French plan, would include France, 
Italy, Spain, Morocco and Tunisia.

There are indications that De 
Gaulle’s scheme is not quite in line 
with the intentions of Italian ruling 
circles which despite their desire 
to improve Italy’s position in 
NATO with the help of France, are 
not willing to risk offending the
U.S. by becoming a junior partner 
of De Gaulle.

The Scotsman pointed out last 
week that De Gaulle’s visit embar
rassed the Italian Foreign Ministry 
since it aimed at seeking Italian 
support for France’s desire “to join 
the ‘nuclear’ club and to be one of 
the big three atomic directorate in 
NATO”.

While the Italian Government 
favoured the idea that “the smaller 
powers in NATO should be con-

W IL L  G R E E C E  LET  N A T O  D O W N ?
Govt. Hesitates over Missile Bases

"Y^ITH the announcement by the governments of both Italy and Turkey that they are willing 
to x>bey U.S. instructions and establish launching sites for guided nuclear missiles aimed 

at the Soviet Union, the silence of the Greek government is becoming louder every day.
Greece has until recently been 

one of the most docile of the 
NATO countries, and her failure 
to fall quickly into line is one 
of the many recent signs that all is 
far from well in that organisation.

The Greek Opposition parties 
have united in a concerted cam
paign to draw public attention to 
the perils that could arise from the 
presence of rockets in Greece.

YUGOSLAV OPPOSITION 
The Athens corresponent of the 

London Times noted last week: 
“Internally, two Opposition na

tionalist parties wholeheartedly 
support the Communist plea that 
Greece should ban nuclear wea
pons from her soil. Externally, ac
ceptance of missiles might damage 

I Greek relations with Yugoslavia,

which strongly opposes the estab
lishment of such bases in neigh
bouring countries, probably for 
fear that her own strategic im
portance might thereby be di
minished.”

The sponsor of the Opposition 
campaign against the missiles, Mr. 
Markezinis, leader of the small 
Progressive Party, after a recent 
visit to Moscow evolved the theory 
that Greece could refuse to accept 
missiles on her soil and still be a 
loyal member of the Atlantic al
liance.

GREEK-RUMANIA PLAN
He suggested a plan whereby 

Greece, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Al
bania would agree to ban rockets 
from their territories; devise a sys
tem of supervision; and secure a

joint Soviet-American guarantee for 
their accord.

His plan, endorsed by the Liberal 
leader, Mr. Venizelos, was reite
rated in general outline by the Ru
manian Government in a recent 
Note to Athens.

It is evident that Mr. Markezinis 
and Mr. Venizelos, whose parties 
lost ground in the general elections 
of May, 1958, and the municiijal 
poll of last April, felt that this 
platform might appeal to moderates 
who since the downfall of the cen
tre parties have had no political 
home between the Radicals now in 
power and E.D.A., the chief Op
position party, which has.full Com
munist support. These two control 
about four-fifths of the seats in the 
Chamber.

Italy, from which he has just 
western European alliance in

suited on a par with Britain and 
the United States, “the ‘Scotsman’ 
said, it “would not accept the idea 
of delegating Italy’s representation 
in NATO’s topmost councils to 
France.”

The London Daily Telegraph 
wrote that Italian officials “would 
deprecate any weakening of Italy's 
association with America and her 
allies so as to bolster up De 
Gaulle’s ideas about ‘La Gloire’ ” .

COLD-SHOULDERED
Italy and Belgium had proposed 

that the NATO Foreign Ministers 
should meet before the resumption 
on July 13 of the Geneva Confer
ence to listen to the opinions of the 
smaller powers. The propwisal was 
cold-shouldered by Britain and the 
United States. The official com
munique issued after the French- 
Italian talks made no mention of 
the proposal. But instead it sugges
ted talks in Geneva before July 
13 between the Foreign Ministers of 
Britain, France, the U.S. and 
Italy.

The talks would take the form of 
a luncheon given by de Murville to 
Pella, according to a French News 
Agency dispatch which wrote some
what complacently that “Italy which 
felt frustrated at being kept out of 
the big international talks would 
appreciate being represented through 
another power at all future summit 
conferences. France meanwhile 
would Increase its authority with
regard to the United States and 
Britain by making clear that it 
spoke not only in its own name but 
that of West Germany and Italy.”

COLONIALISM
The communique mentioned 

brieffy and vaguely the unanimous 
view of France and Italy on the 
need for “aid for under-developed 
countries”. In other words, it em
phasised mutual support in the 
colonial policies of the two coun
tries.

But, the Scotsman pointed out, 
Italy “does not wish to be commit
ted in any way to supporting 
French colonial policy” because it 
was “keen to approach the Arab 
world with clean hands”.
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