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2ŷ'-eX2(̂Cv̂tA,/•& i<wjjeĴj a i txiâ<Lr-«6l-rv« )
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FORTY FIVE YEARS AGO

1. HOW AUG 9 BECAME WOMENS DAY

Wmn exluded from orthodox historiography. Bias, male historians 
Example: A-P campaign most militant & successful of any. Yet E Roux.

FSAW formed in 54; DRUM poll: Shld W hve equal rights with Men?
101 out of 109, No. 'Let us give them courtesy bt no rights. They shld continue 

to carry passes fr they are harmlessly inferior; put on their bonnets everywhere, 
for it is a shame for W to go bareheaded.' This was less thn 50 yrs ago.

2 CHANGING POSITION OF W IN SOCIETY

By 50s, Ws position in state of flux - fundamental changes in 
urban areas. Industry - greater mobility, independence, 
more able to organise. Conflict - changing economic conditions 
& static social customs.

Ever present class/Colour divide. White W - look to State.
B W - need radical change in very nature of State - no franchise,
Thus, from beginng - FSAW firmly linked to Nat Lib struggle

Impetus - PE W in TUs. Significant: Time h arrivd, fundamental 
in position of W in urban, - new consciousness to W.

3. FIRST MULTI RACIAL W ORGANISATION.

i. Inspired by twin needs: rid W of laws and customs tt 
discriminated against thm; need to organise womn to play 
full part wth Men in changing nature of SA society.

From beginng, firmly linked to Nat Lib struggle - ANC WL.

ii. INAUGRAL CONFERENCE - APRIL 54 
Invitations to TUs, W's Orgs, Congresses.

Difficulties: long journeys, fares, care of kids, husband 
hostility.

Banners; mingling o B & W womn in Trades Hall itself 
radical departure.

AIR OF EXUBERANCE optimism & enthusiasm.
Set style tt pervaded all future confs: always joyous 
much singing. (HJ - Delegations arriving down street)

Men did catering.

4. THE AUG 9 DEMO

1955 - Tvl Wmn. Success.
More thn any othr issue, anti-pass campaign stirred 
enormous response. Most militant & sustained of all 
Congress campaigns.

DIFFICULTIES: Cost of fares. Railwys, buses, child care, 
husbands

Processions prohibted: singly, in silence, 20,000 wmn



filled amphitheatre. Petitions. 30 mins silence, singing 
Nkosi & new song - strike the women, you hve struck 
a rock.
Even W papers impressed: 'Blanket-clad native wmn 
confrontg gvt'

5. RECALL THE PAST - LESSONS FOR PRESENT

Fr many men, Ws achievemnts comflictd wth own deeply- 
rootd views on W- bth outside & within Congress. ALSO: 
subordination o W to M problem for many W in FSAW - saw 
themselves primarily as supporting Ms struggle, not innovtg.

These not only in past: Emphasis on 'mothers' in FSAW.

FSAW did hve radicalisng effect on W's perception o them
selves & place in society. BUT - 'feminist' views threatened 
not only M - also W - responsibilites o decision-makng.

Accused o Western fem. Ideas - not understandg traditions, 
(polygamy? Wife-beatg?)

6. FULFILMENT OF CHARTER?

Yes, many of clauses. But lookng back, never cld hve 
enormity of todays changes - massive since 1994. 
CONSTITUION - mst advancd, guarantees Ws position.
In H of A - young & old blk W, articulate, heading cttees - 
Cheryl - Frene, symbols of huge advances fr W.

SOCIAL ATTITUDES ARE SLOWER.
Rape, Aids exacerbatd by poverty - shanties, jobs.
W today MUST fearlessly confront these problems - 
must change social attitudes tt cause rape, Aids - 
must empower W - vital step in changg attitudes o men.

Our advanced CONSTITUTION first step in empowrng W - 
Let this WOMENS DAY be more thn a memorial to the past - 
a re-affirmation to achieve in the future wht FSAW set out 
to do.



'> WOMEN'S POSITION IN SOUTH AFRICA
Equality for women in South Africa is enshrined in the 
Preamble and in Chapter 3 of the Interim Constitution 
of the Republic of South Africa and it is also 
entrenched in the Constitutional Principles which are 
binding the Constitutional Assembly in its drafting of 
the final Constitution.

2. The new Government has recognised the role 
South African women played in the history of the
country as well as their struggle for Equality, by declaring 
9 August National Women's day. (a public holiday).

3. The Government has ratified the Convention on the 
Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against

i Women (CEDAW) on 15 December 1995.
4. The Government has also signed the following 

Conventions:-
Convention on the Political Rights on Women 
on 29/01/93.
Convention on the Nationality of the Married Women 
on 29/01/93.

and has given consent to:
the Convention on the Minimum Age for Marriage and 
Registration of Marriages on 29/01/93.

5. The South African Women were part of the Fourth World 
Conference on Women (FWCW) in Beijing where the 
Platform for Action was adopted (see attached report).
By adopting this Platform for Action the South African 
Government has committed itself to implement the 
contents thereof.
The ratification of CEDAW is the first step towards 
in this direction.

6. The Government and the NGOs are involved in 
reporting-back conferences and workshops as well as 
awareness campaigns throughout the country. Efforts to 
reach the most remote areas with information on the 
rights of women has become a priority for the line 
function departments and women's organisations in the 
country.

7. The Commission on the Gender Equality Bill, provided 
for in the Constitution, is amongst measures 
scheduled to be debated by Parliament before the 
Easter recess. The establishment of this Commission 
will facilitate the establishment of other organs of 
the National Machinery for Women. (National Machinery 
refers to coordinated structures, policies, strategies 
and programmes aimed at enhancing the status of women 
and advancing gender equality).
The functions of this Commission will be " to conduct 
research on women, advise Government on gender policies 
and programmes and act as a gender watchdog and 
pressure group on Government and NGOs"



The Government and the NGOs are involved in 
reporting-back conferences and workshops as well as 
awareness campaigns throughout the country. Efforts, 
via all available media, to reach the most 
remote areas with information on the 
rights of women has become a priority for the line 
function departments and women's organisations in the country.

At the same time women are working tirelessly, lobbying 
and pressurising the Government to live up to its 
promises. Women are aware that the rights enshrined in 
the Constitution and commitments made in Beijing wi 
remain paper guarantees unless effective mechanisms ol 
enforcement and implementation are established and they 
are taking the initiative.

A.

\
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Inside South Africa the traditions, the policies and the experience 
of the FSAW are alive and influential, The conditions are harsher, 
the reprisals for opposing apartheid far more terrible, than when 
the FSAW was founded thirty-five years ago, Women now find new ways 
to organise, v/ithin the limitations of the suppressive regime, and 
of underground organisation and violent conflict.

Thirty-five years ago at thexx founding conference, we women 
stood under the proud banner: GREETINGS TO WOMEN OF ALL LANDS.
That spirit of internationalism, of crossing barriers of nationalism, 
of race, of religion, still inspires the women's movements. With all 
their difficulties, women stillj.manage to meet - sometimes openly, 
sometimes clandestinely - on Women's Day, August 9 ’ They put up 
banners ex stating: Women Unite! They stand under the banner of the 
Federation of South African V/omen. They recognise that the FSAW 
was the first women's organisation to reject the colour-consciousness 
that hed permeated other women's organisations. 'No woman can be 
free while her sister is in chains', claimed one.FSAW document'^
(While the FSAW's commitment to the national liberation movement 
reflected the understanding and priorities of the majority of Southh 
African women.

'It is a struggle which can never be forgotten, women having a 
unity, black and white', stated Florence Mkhize, a leading FSAW/'"Nmember; and Lilian Ngoyi, who was President of the FSAW, declafcred: 
'Freedom does not come walking toward you - it must be won.

On thijds thirty-fifth anniversary, South African women appeal to 
women of all lands: Our struggle against racism and injustice, against 
discrimination and oppression, is your struggle as well. As we have 
striven for unity, we call on you, too, to unite with us.

Cherryl Walker wrote: 'The legacy of the FSAW is one of an open- 
hearted belief in a free and non-racial society. It is one of optimism 
that such a society v/ill be attained - and of a dogged commitment to 
the struggle it involves'.

Tired? We do not know what it means to be tired. We cannot rest 
until we have fulfilled our aims,



As tnis painphlei .us going io pros, aa advertisement appeared 
’ n e progressive Sout1 African weekly paper, the Weekly Kail.
It '.as aaded: U0M2H AGAIUST REPRESSION (WAR) - 1000 Da-s of 
State of JCmer ency .

' Un .arc .1 7 V  the ad- erlisement stated, ' we will iia e lived 
through 1'300 days of a State of Emergency Vie la e 11 ed 
throuj-: intensive repression, detention, divisions of families 
a/ d deati s -
THIS SITUATION IS UNACCEPTABLE TO THE PEOPLE PF SOUTH AFBICA.
It is time to set the truth froe*
ihe advertisement called on all peace-lo ring people to fast

from 7t’. March to t'.e oth, and to attend a vigil of ZK boxes.
And it said 'Women from Fedtraw (Federation of Transaaal Women),
black Cash, Nuaas Wofilbn's Croup (National Unio; of ,'out-. African 
Students), Women for Peace, YVCA, YCS (
SACC (South African Council of Churches) BSS Wo ten’s Group (

Women from Cosatu unions (Congress of South 
African Trade Unions) and ftowa ( 
have joined hands to stand against repression.'

yo irty-five years on, tne FSAW's elief ti.at t:.ere were issues 
that can unite v-’omen across the lines of colour, reli ion and 
poll ical a; d social divides, is exemplified in this call. And 
organisations that once would not associate with the FSAb are 
co..pelled by the nature of ti e violence and oppression imposed 
on all co recoc: ise the need for women to act to^etner 'The 
legacy of tha s A'*'' wrote Walker, 'is one of an open-, earned 
belief in a free ar.d non-racial societ, It is one of optimism 
that sue I a society will be attained - and of a dog.ed commitment 
to the struggle t at it involves It is a legacy of :ope arid 
courage.' Ohat coinage is greater today than it has ever been, 
a:id t. at } ope closer to realisation
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