
Wed 2 
 
A message of defiance given by the Angolon president dos Santos to rebel leader 
Jonas Savimbi forestalls any hope that his Unita guerilla army will ever become a part 
of the government based in Luanda. 
 
The presidents New Year message, which did not mention directly Unitaís South 
African backers, noted that the authorities in Pretoria always gave a cool response to 
any moves that the MPLA government initiated towards bringing the waring sides 
together in a peaceful settlement of the ongoing conflict. 
 
It would seem that rebel forces, inside the country, have seized a number of foreign 
workers who were employed in the Kafunfo region of the country. Although 
nationality and the numbers held are not accurate it is known that five Britons are in 
the region. The rebels have listed A Michael, G Foreman and P Huggins as being 
among those captured. 
 
The tough line taken, by president Santos,  nullifies much of the diplomacy entrusted 
to the American under secretary for African affairs, Chester Crocker, who has spent 
much time shuttling between Luanda and Pretoria in an effort to find a solution. One 
hope comes with the agreement of Angola to move many of the Cuban troops out of 
southern Angola and begin implementing a UN resolution that will lead to Namibian 
independence. 
 
Thurs 3 
 
Speaking, on his return from Europe and the United States, Desmond Tutu has joined 
in the call for the international community to impose economic sanctions within - at 
the most - 24 months. the only way Pretoria could prevent such measures was if four 
conditions. These are an end to black migrant labour, to allow the black majority to 
form unions, ending influx controls and allowing greater investment in black 
education and training. 
 
Despite what may seem, by others, a direct call for disinvestment in South Africa this 
was denied by the outgoing general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches as he said that his overseas visits to three presidents, two monarches and 
leaders of the exiled ANC and PAC, was a call on the international community to 
ëhelp avert our last chance of violence. 
 
The Dutch Reform Church, the National Party at prayer, has withdrawn as a 
temporary measure from the Reformed Ecumenical Synod. this has been deemed right 
because of the attitude towards South Africa that the world wide body had taken. 
 
Aggressive action, by a number of black youths, have seen a white toddler injured in a 
stone throwing incident on a beach. The father and son, who were together in a beach 
buggy, were attacked by a crowd of at least 50 people. This was the second recent 
incident as earlier a buggy was destroyed by fire and its two occupants had to flee. 
 
Police have released figures that show ëbecause of serious misunderstandings about 
local governmentí 170 township residents died during 1984 and the Institute of Race 



Relations have called on the government to ëstop moving communities which offend 
its racial segregation policiesí. 
 
Leader Comment, Good news is deceptive for South Africa and 1984 can be seen as 
ìthe year was a public relations disaster for a regime which thought it was winning on 
all fronts.î Of the important events of the past 12 months the regime made new 
relationships with its neighbours which showed the southern African sub continent 
who had ìmilitary, political and economic dominance in the region.î 
 
However ìdespots are wont to punish the bearer of bad news, but like the terrorist with 
the smoking gun in his hand and the dead terrorist at his feet, they cannot expect to 
get away with ëblaming the mediaí or anyone else for their own acts.î 
 
Towards an understanding of Britains ambiguous relationship with the rebel leader 
Jonas Savimbi. 
 
Sat 5 
 
Co hosting the America senator, Edward Kennedy, during an eight day visit, will be 
hosted by clerics Tutu and Dr A Boesak. the law maker will be following in the steps 
of brother Robert, who made a similar trip almost 20 years ago. His first night will be 
spent in the Soweto township home of the clerical Nobel peace prize winner. 
 
There are a number of black anti apartheid organisations that oppose the visit. The 
most prominent, the Anzanian Peoples Organisation [Azapo] issued a statement in 
which it called the American ëan imperialistí who was using this visit to curry favour 
with the voters back home as there was a presidential election in 1988 to be 
nominated for. 
 
Later, on 9/1, in her place of banishment - Brandfort in the Orange Free State - the 
law maker will meet the law breaker Winnie Mandela. This is seen as a move that will 
enhance his reputation among the black population here and back home. 
 
Picking holes in his schedule the press noted that there was no time for Chief 
Buthelezie as the leader of the Zulu nation and of the Inkatha political party. This was 
quickly righted as the planners had not deliberately intended such an omission.  There 
are also plans for the senator to meet both Pik Botha and C Heunis on 11/1 in Cape 
Town. On 13/1, in the same city, a church service at the Regina Mundi Cathedral will 
be attended by the overseas guest. 
 
Sun 6 
 
The Pretoria government are beginning the process that will see them break a promise 
made by their Afrikaner forebears to the people of the KwaNgema community as the 
Afrikaner and Zulu nations fought over 10, 000 acres of land. 
 
In this present day the 4, 000 blacks living on the land are deemed by the National 
Party to be living in a ëblack spot' in the middle of some of the 87% land that is 
wholly for the white population.Under the rules of apartheid the residents, given the 



land as a payment for one of their own ancestors acting as a go between Zulu and 
Boer, must be moved out for the benefit of the white minority. 
 
Even though the white authorities regard the visit of American Senator Kennedy 
without any notable opinion they are taking security measures to prevent any ANC 
inspired attacks on the overseas visitor. There seems the possibility that he will make 
protest over the forced removal of blacks  from white areas and the exclusion of 
blacks from the new constitution. 
 
Mon 7 
 
A second contender in the 1986 American presidential election and a person with the 
injustices of South Africa has attacked Britain over its policy towards the apartheid 
state. Speaking in London, during a four day visit here, the Reverend Jessie Jackson 
said that Washington and London were capital cities of countries that ëhad the 
heaviest investment in South Africaí of states that considered themselves democratic. 
 
During this swift four day European tour the cleric, who is also travelling with fellow 
US church leaders, has had meetings Swapo leader T Toivio and Nigerian millionaire 
seeking asylum here after a failed kidnap attempt back in his home country. 
 
Reports of the first 24 hours of the stay, by Senator Kennedy, say him tour a migrant 
hostel in Soweto township and condemn the practice of housing so many in so close 
proximity as ëalien to every kind of tradition in the Judeo Christian ethic. 
 
Earlier, his arrival at Johannesburgís Airport had been overshadowed by a 
demonstration by supporters of the Anzanian Peoples Organisation. There main 
complaint about his visit was that he was using the apartheid issue as a spearhead for 
his campaign to become the next American president. 
 
The police were less than open with the dealings the overseas visitor. Followed by the 
states outward presence there was an attempt to turn back the senators travel convoy 
as there was said to be a large demonstration up ahead on the road to Soweto. This 
was found to be incorrect and in fact 300 township residents were by the side of the 
road with candles as a gesture of welcome. 
 
The academic debate begins over as to whether it is right to refuse to travel to, and 
learn from those already in situ, or stay outside and criticise ëwithout knowledgeí the 
moral - and Christian - values aspired to inside the apartheid state. 
 
The writer believes ìthe search for academic and Christian truth .... cannot happen in 
isolation. Without encouragement ... from colleagues in the outside world it must 
become introverted and withered, if it survives at all. A boycott which extends to 
refusing contact with .... academics and Christians will effectively kill this search, and 
make change impossible.î - Dr R Nicholson, Dept Religious Studies University of 
Natal - 
 
Talking to the Reverend Jessie Jackson, an interview 
 
Tues 8 



 
At a largely cordial meeting, between ministers of the London and Harare 
governments, saw foreign secretary G Howe endorse the American plan that would 
lead to an independent Namibia in the not to distant future. This, however, was 
denounced by president Mugabe as fraudulent. 
 
It would seem that the issue of the number of Cuban troops, 20, 000, inside Angola - 
which Washington indicates must be reduced in number - is a sticking point in the 
eyes of this African leader. 
In the words of Zimbabweís foreign minister, Witness Mangwende, ìWe do not accept 
that Namibiaís independence should be linked to an agreement of the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops from Angola or any other issue. Such a linkage forms no part of the UN 
plan.î 
 
Despite this attitude G Howeís opposite number indicated that in the real world of 
politics there will have to be a coming together, of all interested parties, which 
accommodates the view of the Angolons, the UN, South Africans and the Cuban 
forces if Namibia is to become a free nation. 
 
There was no ëlinking of mindsí between Pik Botha and the American Senator 
Kennedy during their arranged meeting. This, as was explained by the foreign 
minister, was hardly likely as Kennedy was of the politics that could not even reach 
an accommodation with the Republican party back home and Pik Bothaís National 
Party political spectrum does not reach as far Left. 
 
Visiting Mathopestard, 80 miles north of Johannesburg, senator Kennedy returned to 
the issue of forced relocation of black people to equal out apartheid was ëinhumane 
and an indecent policy which must be changed.í These words were spoken as its 2, 
000 residents faced being moved a further 60 miles into the countryside. Then they 
will be resident in Bophuthatswana homeland and lose there South African nationality 
as per apartheid dictates. 
 
Wed 9 
 
Propaganda is being used, by Pretoria, in Australian schools, to give the view that 
South Africa is a progressive nation with few racial problems. This claim was made 
during an annual teachers conference on the island of Tasmania. 
 
The Australian Teachers Federation has called on the Canberra government to stop the 
South African authorities distributing such information to education establishments 
and stop student exchanges between the two countries. 
 
There was a clash between ambassador Herman Nichol and senator Kennedy over the 
message that should be given by Washington to businessmen and their South African 
counterparts. Ambassador Nichol following the Washington line that to take US 
money out would ëretard the efforts to advance a peaceful change in South Africaí. 
 
It would seem that the presidential hopeful was undecided as to whether to call for 
American businesses to withdraw from the country. Washington was happy to rely on 
assurances given by employer organisations the Afrikaanse Handelsinsituut, Chamber 



of Mines and the Federated Chamber of Industries that it would constantly campaign 
for ìmeaningful political participationî for the black majority a common citizenship 
for all races and a ìfree independent trade union movement and continued 
improvements in the fields of labour, housing and education for the masses. 
 
The American law maker, pointed out to the 750 apartheid state businessmen gathered 
at his introduction dinner to the community that words were fine  but if that is all that 
was achieved and the well being of the non white majority did not change then the 
American stance will have to change. 
 
The Anzanian Peoples Organisation continue to make their opposition to the senators 
visit felt with public demonstrations against his presence here. Once again, following 
his airport arrival, police pushed back crowds of demonstrates who made it plain he 
was not wanted here. 
Seventy two hours in Zimbabwe was not enough to gain the support of president 
Mugabe for the USAís initiative that would see a free Namibia take its place o the 
world stage. It would seem that the sticking point is the linkage issue, of the Cuban 
troops, that Washington is determined to force onto the agenda. 
 
Other issues covered during the foreign ministers time here were relations with the 
newly independent government. This was deemed good as there was no time spent 
with the opposition leaders by the foreign minister Little notice, from the British, was 
Harareís criticism of the British drafted constitution and the need for change. 
 
An explosion, thought to have been caused by a bomb set by black nationalists 
seeking to fight for an independent Namibia, has damaged a shop in the north of the 
country. One person died and eight were wounded in the town of Odangwa. 
 
Thurs 10 
 
Despite a refusal, from Pretoria, Robert Kennedy met the wife of jailed liberationist 
Nelson Mandela. To achieve this he had to travel to her place of banishment. He was 
met in Brandfort by Winnie Mandela on his fifth day in the country. 
 
There were hugs and kisses, deep in the rural Orange Free State, village where they 
had a lengthy chat after the American had introduced his family who accompanied 
him. They included son Edward Jnr and daughter Clara. 
 
In the opinion of the politician ìWinnie Mandela is a source of inspiration for all 
people all over the world who care about freedom and care about human rights, who 
care about the family.î 
 
There were presents, to Winnie, a bronze bust of Cathleen Kennedys father Robert - 
an assassinated president - by American sculptor R Berks before the family mover on 
to Overwacht near the provincial capital of Bloomfontein. Here there is a resettlement 
location for ethnic Bathoso peoples as they were ërelocatedí hear after Thabo Nchu 
lands had been designated part of the Bophuthatswana homeland. 
 
Fri 11 
 



Relationships between foreign minister Pik Botha and Senator Kennedy  have taken a 
nose dive after the South African accused the overseas visitor of concentrating his 
comments on race relations between the whites and non white communities in his 
country. Speaking on state television the minister played up the fact that the race issue 
was still of great concern in the senators homeland as it was here. 
 
Replying to this strident attack the presidential hopeful, in 1988, accused the Pretoria 
regime of giving its standard answer when criticised over any issue by changing the 
subject of the argument. Taking just one of the differences between the blacks of the 
two countries it was pointed out that infant mortality for township residents was six 
times higher than that whites. Also they are 30 times more likely to be classed as poor 
here than if the lived in the USA. 
 
As he faced down the foreign minister, with facts, encounters with ordinary members 
of the white minority were not so easy to control. One of his entourage, on arrival at a 
Durban hotel, was accosted and told in no uncertain terms to ìgo home and fix things 
up first. Who are you to tell us what to do.î 
 
Sun 13 
 
From South Africa the Democratic senator is to travel to meet the exiled leader of the 
African National Congress, Oliver Tambo, in Lusaka. There is no promise that his 
reception in the Zambian capital will be any more warm than the Azapo members 
gave Kennedy during the last eight days. 
 
One glimmer of hope, from the point of view of those calling for change in South 
Africa, is the rumoured intention from the senator to call on American business for a 
selective campaign to disinfest out of the country will be made. Any decision made, 
helped by a memorandum submitted by a number of black trade union leaders, will 
not be announced before Kennedy returns to the United States. 
 
At this time the unions are not calling for a complete withdrawal of American 
business. At this time it first will start at state level where, by the end of 12/85, all 
new investment would be illegal and monies already invested would be gradually 
withdrawn. 
 
In a historical context the reception, offered to both Kennedy brothers in their own 
times - 18 years apart - was very different. When Robert visited his concerns where 
mainly for the white community and his concerns that they would influence events 
that would change the lives of the majority. Brother Edward, to the dismay of the 
minority population, only seemed concerned with how the non white population could 
force changes through. 
 
Understanding of the protests, mounted by the Anzanian Peoples Organisation 
[Anzapo], against the senators visit can be seen in conundrum brought about by this 
strong supporter of Israel/US relations being supportive of organisations with 
nationalistic tendencies, Anzapo et al, who stand against Pretoriaís support for this 
same state, Israel, and its involvement in Pretoria created ëhomelands?í 
 
Mon 14 



 
The signs were not good, even before Senator Kennedy was supposed to arrive - in 
the end he did not - at the Regina Mundi church in Soweto, as 100 protesters gathered 
outside hours before the law maker was due to make a speech. By the arrival time 
came near police estimate the crowed had risen to about 500. Some carried banners 
calling for and end to American capitalism and its imperialism. 
 
There were many black opposition groups - under the collective of the National 
Forum - who faced down the senator at this first choice venue. However there was no 
let up by the demonstrators at an alternative venue, the Soweto home of Bishop Tutu, 
so there was no widely heard last words at this time. 
 
The only people to see, at first hand, these long delayed words were the press as 
Senator Kennedy prepared to leave via Jan Smutts Airport. In the delayed speech 
South Africa of the mid 1980ís was likened to the conditions prevailing in the early 
1960ís as the ëwinds of changeí blow across an unaffected region of Africa. ìOnly one 
nation remains motionless in the wind.î 
 
Understanding why women, in South Africa Beauty Mkize - from Driefontein - and 
ëMamaí Lydia Kompe - in Johannesburg - are spearheading the fight against the 
apartheid policies of the Pretoria regime. 
 
Ms Mkize was politicised a result of a stated intention that ended up with her husband 
being killed by the police in 1984. Already living in what could be deemed a rural 
area the black residents, all 10, 000 of them, were told to move further out into a dust 
laden Bantustan as their present location was deemed a ëblack spotí and an area that 
was wanted by the white population for expansion. The husband became a leading 
protester and was shot dead for his troubles. The injustice was even more keenly felt 
when the policeman accused, and tried in a court of law, was exonerated of any 
misconduct. 
 
Ms Kompe, long steeped in the protests of the 1976 Soweto student uprisings, became 
angered with the state when, as a member of the Metal and Allied Workers Union 
[MAWU] her employers would not recognise it as a legitimate employees 
representative. This led to a walk out by, the predominantly female, 680 workforce. 
Declared illegal the employers and state used the police to force a return to work. 
Twelve months later, and still bearing the scars from injures received by the actions of 
the dogs work was hard to find. Considered unemployable because of her union 
activities she opted to become a full time union organiser under the umbrella of black 
Federation of South African Trade Unions [Fosa]. 
 
Tues 15 
 
The celebratory act, by Dr A Mokapape of joining in a Frelimo support rally, in 1974 
is the reasoning behind his appearance the South African and Dental Council where 
he may eventually be struck off the medical register because of this political act. 
Following a six year jail term, served on Robben Island, medical studies were 
completed in Durban. Dr Mokapape then moved into private practice. 
 



Supporters of the medic note that there was no SADC investigation, into the death at 
the hands of the police of the Black Consciousness Movements leader S Biko, into the 
conduct of the white doctors who were meant to care for this detained person and the 
cause of his subsequent death. 
 
The case will resume, on 20/2, when the defence will be conducted Sydney Kentrdge 
QC a noted defender of those charged with apartheid inspired crimes. 
 
Leader Comment Where Teddy wasnít ready with a name of a political dynasty 
behind him and a fortune to match the recent American visitor and his enlarged 
entourage of family members saw fit to ìmuscle in on the apartheid debateî which was 
only made possible because of family wealth. 
 
Let this reception, from the black and white communities, in the country bring  a 
message to the next United States resident - the Reverend J Jackson - ìIt is to be 
hoped that makes a better job of his homework before he leaps into the caldron of 
racial politics in South Africa, which is a lot more complicated than it looks.î 
 
Thurs 17 
 
As the United Nations, through its Disaster Relief Office, appealed for the 
international community to heed the plight of 600, 000 Angolans who are suffering 
the twin deprivations of the drought - in the south of the country - and elsewhere the 
actions of the Unita rebels who continues to disrupt the every day lives of the people. 
President dos Santos, speaking at the government policy making conference in 
Luanda, made scathing attacks on the South African military occupation in the south, 
its co operation with the United States in its dealings over Namibian independence 
and Pretoriaís ongoing support for the MNR rebels who continue disrupt the 
legitimate government in Mozambique. 
 
As to the status of the Cuban troops, welcomed by the Luanda government, they are 
here and from 1984, all the costs incurred have been borne by themselves and the 
Havana government. The president added ìCuba is continuing to make sacrifices, 
including the lives of some of its finest sons, in helping the Angolan people and there 
revolution to defend independence and the countryís  territorial integrity.î 
 
Maximum publicity, for the American arm of the Anti Apartheid movement, Free 
South Africa Movement, has been ensured after Republican senator, L Weiker of 
Connecticut was detained by police as part of a continuous picket outside Pretorias 
embassy in Washington. He was later released as is usual in these cases. 
 
Other, named legislators on Capital Hill who are taking on the Regan administration 
on behalf of those opposed to the apartheid regime include Senator W Proxmire 
Democrat Wisconsin began the law making process that would see the end of US 
business investment in and the purchase of Krugerands in America. Next on the 
agenda would be an end to American banks offering loans to South African banks. 
 
A previous attempt, in 1984 S Solarz Democrat New York, failed because it did not 
pass ëthe conference processí which is where the two houses of the legislature work 



through the fine detail and come to a compromise where difficulties occur. The 
sticking point 12 months ago was seen to be the Export Administration Act. 
 
Fri 18 
 
American aid, of the non lethal military kind, will - if Congress agrees - is to be given 
to Mozambique, a gesture that implies an improvement between this newly emerging 
Marxist orientated state and a country with an economy steeped in capitalism. 
 
The bulk of the money will be spent on communications equipment and vehicles. 
There will also be $150, 000 for training of the countries military forces, some of 
which will take place in the USA. 
 
In the eyes of Washington this offer is made in the hope that the authorities in Maputo 
will move away, ideologically, economically or even politically away from the style 
of government projected by the Soviet Union and other Eastern Bloc countries. 
 
The death of to Britains, P and C Hunt in Mozambique on 13/1, by alleged members 
of the MNR who then fled into South Africa, is to be investigated by the authorities in 
Pretoria said president Botha. It would not be tolerated this nipping over the border in 
order to escape after a crime was committed. 
 
Tues 22 
 
Using powers under the Black Local Authorities Act township councils, who are now 
seeing an increase of violent reaction to many of the new regulations imposed, are to 
set up their own police forces. Even recently, 19 - 20/1, youths in the Kathlehong 
township broke up a council called meeting and two people were injured at the time. 
 
In the eyes of those opposed to the ëreformist policiesí proposed by prime minister 
Botha and his minister constitutional affairs minister Dr G Viljoen, the BLAA is only 
one step on the path towards each ethnic group, barring the majority, taking part in a 
democratic government for the betterment of South Africa. 
 
It is this exclusion of the black majority, from the soon to be promulgated tricarnal 
parliament, that instantly sets the United Democratic Front and the Anzanian Peoples 
Organisation and other such anti apartheid bodies against the National Parties ideas of 
a democratically run South Africa. 
 
Wed 23 
 
The relationship between the police forces of South Africa and the ëindependentí 
homeland of Ciiskie have become strained. As one of Pretoriís seconded officers, 
Brigadier A A Nell one of less than 50 such SADF personal, was suspended - along 
with two others - from his post as a commander of the Ciiskie Defence Force Pretoria 
has recalled them back home. 
 
The dispute centres on an incident at Ciskiís Sandile and Maposa military bases in 
which two homeland Defence Force members were killed. According to President 
Sebe, speaking to a special assembly of the legislative, the inquiry - which led to the 



suspension of the three officers - found there were ìgross irregularitiesî made during 
the investigation. 
 
In the recent past co operation between the two countries military has seen members 
of the Ciiskie Defence Force fight alongside Pretoriaís forces along the ëoperational 
areaí of the Namib/Angolan border. There were claims, in 1984 by foreign minister 
Pik Botha, that the homeland was wasting South African money which was countered 
by president Sebe who said Botha was interfering in the homelands internal affairs as 
Ciskei at the trial of the homelands commander of the security force, Lieutenant 
General C Sebe. 
 
Thurs 24 
 
Acknowledging a lack of black recognition in the legislative process, as far as the 
black majority are concerned, there are moves by a government committee - 
established in 1983 - to address this issue. Under the auspicious of G Vilejoen the 
minister for cooperation and development and chaired by C Henius the minister of 
Constitutional and planning, the majorities aspirations would be addressed by the 
black political leaders ënow functioning outside officially sanctioned political 
institutions.í 
 
Although it has worked mainly in secret most interest has been shown by blacks who 
hold office in the homelands and the members of the black township councils who 
have most to gain from a share of government money that will come with a new tier 
of government. 
 
Reacting to the statement, published in the Rand Daily Mail, UDF spokesman 
ëTerrorí Lekota gave a cool response as he saw the governments move a further 
attempt to divide the nations largest ethnic group, the black nation, into even smaller 
groups as divide and ruleí seems to be the aim of Pretoria which is not on. 
 
ìWe cannot see our people accepting this. Only a constitution embracing all the people 
will bring peace.î 
 
Fri 25 
 
An impassioned plea from Bishop Tutu for self determination for the black majority 
in his homeland was made in the German city of Hamburg. From here he travelled to 
the Hauge where he asked the international community not to impose sanctions for 
the next two years. 
 
In a political coup, for European politics, MEP Lord Bethel - a former Conservative 
MP - has recently seen the jailed Nelson Mandela in Pollsmoor prison outside Cape 
Town. It would seen that this was a general prison visit, from one who has 
humanitarian issues very much to the fore of his mind. It was noted, by the minister of 
justice, K Coetsee, that  no visit was allowed by Senator Kennedy, was that ìas foreign 
politician he did not qualify by the rules laid down by the department for approving 
visitors.î 
 



Sessions of the three chamber parliament, white, black and Coloured, will discuss the 
work of the government committee that hopes to have the black majority come into 
the legislative fold and work towards a successful ending. 
 
Portugal has agreed to study ways to change the way it considers the rebel MNR 
fighting the new administration in its former colony. 
 
Sat 26 
 
Concrete promises have been made by P W Botha that the interests of the majority 
black community will be addressed in this next session of parliament. The president 
was speaking as he opened the first session of the tricarnel legislative. 
 
At the joint session of the Indian, Coloured and white chambers, there was a promise 
that a detailed examination of the apartheid laws that kept the majority ethnic group 
under laws that promote separate development, would take place. 
 
One of the main aspects of the repressive laws that could change are those relating to 
property ownership. As of the present most township residents only rent there homes. 
Moves would be made that allowed these homes to be owned by those who live in 
them. 
 
Critics of the whole three tier system of government, that excludes the majority black 
population, who if they are living in an ëindependent homelandí are no longer classed 
- by Pretoria - as citizens of South Africa. indicate that these ëcosmetic changesíare no 
way near enough as being an alternative to a free and fair South African nation. 
 
Leader Comment, A touch of stick twists Pretoria as ìa step in the right directionî was 
take by president Botha and ìhe accepted the idea that blacks should be allowed to 
own, as distinct from lease, property in ëwhite South Africaí something denied them 
for more than 70 years.î Other promises easement of the Pass Laws, moving blacks 
from ëwhiteí wanted land. Most importantly there would not be any loss of citizenship 
for those living in the homelands unless so desired. 
 
It is thought that the presidents concessions, that are deemed to improve the lives of 
the majority, would not have come about without the international worlds reaction to 
previous Botha initiatives. ìThe lesson for the west is that in dealing with the 
apartheid state in crisis, the stick works better than the carrot.î 
 
Sun 27 
 
As the rebels in Mozambique continue their attacks the ënon lethalí weapons sent by 
the USA (qv) will come as a welcome addition to those supplied from the Soviets and 
the Chinese authorities. According to intelligence sources the main aim of the MNR 
force is concentrating in the region around the capital. 
 
With such demands on the countries, relatively small army, a civilian force of 150, 
000, have been drafted in to mount a defence of the provinces adjacent to Maputo 
with the aim of repulsing the rebels. 
 



As would have been guessed the recently announced Botha reforms (qv 26/1) have 
not lived up to the expectations of the anti apartheid movement or the right wing 
Afrikaner section of the white community. Speaking as there spokesman Dr A 
Treurnicht, as leader of the Conservative Party, the leader of the Opposition accused 
the president attempting to set in motion a policy of racial integration. In the view of 
the UDF, the most popular ëopení anti apartheid organisation the presidents moves 
were nothing more than ëtokenism.í 
 
There were little signs that some elements of South African society were amenable to 
the reforms. Liberal whites thought his comments got the debate away from the 
traditional dogma. Though the members of the black community who work with the 
regime as members of township councils, were also sceptical. One such Natho 
Motlana, chair of the Soweto Civic Association, did not commit and he thought that 
there would only be endless discussion and no real progress. 
 
In the United States the growing number of anti apartheid demonstrations outside the 
South African embassy in Washington and consulates throughout the country has 
grown. Since 21/11 444 Americans, including 18 Congressmen, 1 Senator and any 
number of black mayors have been arrested for protesting within 500 feet of the 
embassy in the capital. Country wide the arrest figures have reached at least 600. 
 
USAís investment in $2.6bn direct and $15bn in total. 
 
Through a first had interview Nelson Mandela, jailed 22 years ago, details his daily 
regime. Rise at 3.30an exercise for 2 hours to ìget up a real sweat.î Cultivate the 
garden of pot grown tomatoes, broccoli, beans, cucumber and strawberries. Other 
times he reads the Guardian Weekly and Time Magazine. There is only South African 
radio to listen to. 
 
His first 10 years in jail, on Robben Island, was a much harsher regime, 7am - 4pm 
working in the stone quarry with only one meal break. On a diet of maize porridge 
with only one spoon of sugar. Lunch boiled grain only. More porridge plus vegetables 
for dinner. 
 
Leader Comment Pressure pays ìthe creation of a new forum for the blacks is not an 
impressive change. It is little more than a token concession to create an illusion that 
the blacks will have some power.î 
 
Once again it the ëtroubles in the townshipsí over the last six months that have, in 
reality - along with pressure from overseas - that has forced president Bothaís hand. 
ìSouth Africa is not a totalitarian country, like the Soviet Union, and is susceptible to 
western arm twisting.î 
Tues 29 
 
Still defending the last resting places of those who once lived in this ëblack spotí on 
the outskirts of Driefontein (qv 14/1) which is home to 15, 000 blacks 175 miles south 
east of Johannesburg. Government authorities say that the land is wanted for white 
residences while the likes of Lizzy Gwebu, who mourns her dead husband, say that 
the land wad given free hold in 1912 which was well before laws preventing black 
ownership of land was brought in. 



 
The issue at stake is the building of a dam that will flood these long settled, and 
farmed lands. Along with the drowning of the communities cemetery residents would 
be moved away to their tribal homelands which would remove the peoples rights of 
citizenship of the country of there birth. 
 
In, what seems to be an annual, no confidence vote in parliament the opposition 
Progressive Federal Party has urged the National Party government to ditch the policy 
of apartheid. As F van Zyl Slabbert says ìthe simple stark message is the politics of 
this government is destroying the economy and quality of life of all the people in this 
land.î 
 
Economic statistics - Gold $300/oz Inflation 13. 3%. 
 
Despite an intention of wanting to lessen its dependence on South Africa the black 
governments inspired Southern African Development Coordinating Conference 
[SADCC] at its meeting in Swaziland is utilising the Sun Hotel owned by a Pretoria 
based businessman. 
 
The aim, of the nine member black Africa state movement is to find ways to by pass 
their countries need to depend on the South African nation. Clearly, at this fifth annual 
gathering they are still failing to manage. 
 
Gathered in the kingdom are more than 25 government ministers who accompanied 
by more than 100 civil servants who, at the very least, want a joint policy covering 
veterinary, transport and energy services, that does away with the need for 
interference from Pretoria. From the work done at the fourth meeting, in Lusaka, non 
aggression pacts between Angola Mozambique and Pretoria were the way forward. 
Clearly this has not happened. 
 
Thurs 31 
 
There was, according the MP Helen Suzman who was speaking in the no confidence 
debate in the white chamber, an offer of truce was made by the British peer Lord 
Bethel when he visited Nelson Mandela in Pollsmoor Prison recently. However the 
stance of the Pretoria government has not changed. Offers of release for the leader of 
the ANC and other imprisoned liberation fighters would only come when Congress 
had renounced violence. 
 
There is the possibility that the words of the jailed leader may in fact be heard and 
read. Investigations have concluded that Mandelaís name is not among those who, 
under security legislation, cannot be quoted. 
 
In the Pretoria Supreme Court the South African Medical and Dental Council must 
hold an inquiry into the conduct of the two medics who treated Steve Biko before he 
died in police custody in 1977. Mr Justice Boshoff said that Drs Lang and Tucker 
acted improperly of with disgrace in their treatment of the Black Consciousness 
Movements leader. 
 



FEBRUARY 1985 
 
 
 
Fri 1 
 
Speaking in parliament the president has once again offered Nelson Mandela his 
freedom as has been offered in times past. There was a slight alteration to this latest 
initiative. In times past freedom has linked to the leading light of the liberation 
movement going into self exile in the ëindependentí homeland of the Transkei. The 
offer was politely declined. 
 
Mr Botha  - The choice is his. All that is requested from him now is that he should 
unconditionally reject violence as a political instrument, a norm that is respected in all 
civilised countries of the world.î 
 
Nelson Mandela, speaking through his lawyer  I Ayob, ìArmed struggle was forced on 
us by the government and if they want us to give it up the ball is in their court. ..... If 
the ANC is legalised and allowed to participate in the constitutional development of 
the country then there is no need for violence, but the condition that lead up to 
violence must be removed.î 
 
Despite the aims and intentions of the member states of the Southern African 
Development Coordinating Committee to become less dependent on Pretoria the 
Swaziland foreign minister had to admit that small nations, like his own had no other 
choice. There whole economies were dependent on the country. The admission was 
made as Botswanaís vice president P Musi criticised Pretoria for ëlack of honesty in 
international relationsí as the world has seen that the Lusaka and Nkomat Accords 
have no provided the security that was intended. 
 
The continued military actions of the rebels in Mozambique has caused a number of 
foreign national aid workers to leave the country or at the very least pull back to safer 
areas nearer the capital Maputo. 
 
The latest information shows that 40 Soviet national have returned home. Danish, 
Canadian, Dutch and Swedish persons, involved in agricultural projects in the 
Mozambique countryside have been brought into one of five regional ësafeí areas for 
their own protection. The safety of aid workers has been much on the governments 
mind since the deaths, in 12/84 of eight East German technicians. 
 
Pik Botha, foreign minister, has put about that the MNR rebels, long funded by 
Pretoria, are now being funded by overseas sources. The minister named these sources 
as coming from Europe or the Middle East. With these new sources of funding, and 
possible help from within his country, that is the reason settlement talks - which were 
recently going well - seemed to have stalled as of this time. 
 
Sat 2 
 
A surprise announcement, by G Viljoen the minister responsible for administering the 
black majority, has called a halt to the policy of forced removals of entire populations 



(qv 29/1) as a way of clearing the land that is wanted by the white population. The 
policy of influx control, the numbers allowed into South Africa, from the homelands 
and neighbouring countries would also be halted until the results of the government 
review were known. 
Deemed as being some of apartheidís most brutal and inhuman pieces of legislation in 
so far as many as 3.5m people have been forcibly removed away from natural area 
since 1960. Although the government would argue that these academics figures are on 
the high side it is said that with a favourable result almost one million people will, in 
the future, be saved from the upheaval relocation causes. 
 
Pretoria, by not removing ëblack spotsí from the sight line of white residential homes 
may have saved the residents of squatter camps outside Cape Town being moved to 
Khayelitsha a barren piece of land 24 miles further away from the city. 
 
According to the Mandela family lawyer the imprisoned leader of the ANC never was 
asking for his release ìand he isnít asking for it now.î 
 
A congregation of at least 1, 800 are expected to gather for the enthronement of 
Desmond Tutu as the first black Bishop of Johannesburg. None of the white 
government members are expected to attend. 
 
Sun 3 
 
Opinion has it that by refusing an offer ëthat he was never likely to acceptí the very 
act, by the president to Nelson Mandela (qv) has shown the way forward towards a 
peaceful settlement with those opposed to the present regime is one of negotiation. 
 
It would seem that Botha picked a moment when those liberal Afrikaner thinkers were 
in the political ascendancy and were open to the politicians opening negotiations with 
the African National Council. 
 
Although various members of the ruling party have talked to the liberation 
movementís representatives in Lusaka, this latest stance of negotiation for release is 
the first clear indication that a peaceful settlement is possible. In the view of the ANC 
all things are possible if first the government would just lift the ban on the Congress, 
an unconditional release of Mandela followed  up by a gesture that shows that 
apartheid is on the way out 
 
In its response Pretoria indicates that Mandela and his followers must make the first 
move. Is it not enough that by releasing ANC ënotablesí and allowing them to become 
a recognised political party to take part in the constitutional talks about South Africas 
future? In reality it is all down to trust, and as Pretoria would be negotiation over a 
constitution steeped in apartheid lore, what would be the difference? 
 
As he countries 300 MPís gathered for the first meeting of the tricarnel parliament 
liberal minded councillors, in Cape Town and Durban, were about to do battle over 
the places that the ethnic groups could swim from. Previously there had been little 
notice taken of the ëwhites onlyí beach notices. However as of this time a number of 
those liberal minded city representatives want a separate beach polity reintroduced. 
 



Mon 4 
 
Speaking, during his enthronement as the first black Bishop of Johannesburg, D Tutu, 
called once again for the imposition of sanctions - within 18 - 24 months - by the 
international community. All Pretoria had to do to stop such action was to show a 
willingness to begin the process of ending of apartheid. 
 
During his sermon the cleric noted ìWe hear cries of what we are advocating will 
cause suffering to the blacks I am a little puzzled why there should be concern about a 
possible future suffering that may be inflicted on blacks and yet those who are 
concerned utter hardly a squeak of protest about actual, present sufferingî. 
 
Home town media, Johannesburg Sunday Star, reports that through low key meetings 
between the government and the ANC rumours are rife that jailed members Walter 
Sisulu and Govern Mbeki may soon walk free. 
 
Leader Comment Truce hopes in Pretoria that the recent moves, words from Botha 
and the wife Winnie, offer of truce and the options opening out if legality was assured 
then ending of apartheid the aim of Mandela and the ANC then should not ìby 
belatedly recognising the crucial  importance of Mr Mandela Mr Botha as shown a 
refreshing hint of pragmatism. It would be tragic if he left the job half done. 
 
Tues 5 
 
Confirmation has come, from the British government, that in 12/84 the CEGD did 
purchase the stated amount of uranium which had originally been sourced from South 
Africa. The revelation was made, by letter from the foreign office minister Rifkind to 
the chairman of the Anti Apartheid Movement. 
 
While it came from the two nuclear plants outside Cape Town via the USA for 
enrichment which then took place in Britain and was paid for by Escom the apartheid 
states energy supplier. By some means part of the American consignment was used by 
them as payment to the CEGB which is where British ownership took over. - as this 
diarist understands it - 
 
Visiting the United States Chief Gatcha Buthelezie expressed strong support for the 
stance president Regan maintains over the issue of imposing economic sanctions 
against his homeland. Hard on the heels of the call, by the newly installed Bishop of 
Johannesburg, for just such an outcome - even 24 months down the line - the Chief 
minister of KwaZulu Natal as a strong supporter of Washingtonís ëconstructive 
engagement policyí said ìits no use throwing the baby out with the bathwater.î 
 
In Cape Province, where the students of Cradock township have boycotted there 
studies for over 12 months violence has claimed two lives recently. A black policeman 
has died at the hands of those who abducted him and a youth was killed some time 
after being hit by bullets fired by the police as crowds rioted in the street. 
 
The Mozambican people are becoming more and more under attack  as the rebels try 
and cut off supply lines to the capital Maputo. In the last few days the town of 



Namaacha has come under heavy attack. A border town, next to Swaziland, was the 
nearest escape route that was open to residents of the capital. 
 
Another constant target of the rebels are the electricity supply lines coming across the 
border from South Africa. The pylons are frequently destroyed leaving the cities 
without power and no way to work the air conditioning as temperatures reach the 30 
degree Celsius mark. To have no power for lifts or freezers is designed to sap the 
moral of the capitals residents. 
Fri 8 
 
The worsening military situation in Mozambique, where the rebel MNR are showing 
great determination to bring the Frelimo government to its knees, has caused president 
Machel to mount a critical attack on neighbouring South Africa. 
 
In his strongly worded attack the president said that the Botha government was not 
fulfilling its promises of stop the rebel army using South Africa as a base from which 
to attack Mozambique. Also there was still doubt, in Maputo, that Pretoria had in fact 
given up on supporting those who would overthrow a legitimate government. 
 
Speaking from Lusaka O Tambo, the president of the ANC, has stated that the idea of 
the liberation movement calling a truce in their campaign to overthrow the apartheid 
regime, is a non starter. He also stated that talks could be on the cards but they would 
have to begin before any thought of a cease fire was considered by executive. 
 
In a move of enlightenment, and after an interval 25 years, the thoughts of Oliver 
Tambo were quoted in the South African media. Much of the coverage related to the 
recent moves and counter moves in settling on terms for talks and or released of 
Nelson Mandela and other notables in an effort to reach a consensus for change in the 
country. 
 
Sat 9 
 
Public pressure, in the USA, has seen one of the countries largest banks agree not to 
facilitate any new loans to South Africa. The decision by Citibank came as official of 
New York city, prepared legal moves to stop any city funded institution from dealing 
in South African gold coins or making loans to Pretoria handling city funds. In the 
case of Citibank a total of about $3bn is the amount it invests for New York. 
Outstanding loans to South Africa date back to 1980 when $250m worth of credit was 
issued. 
 
With, for the moment, the liberal wing of the Afrikaner element of the government in 
the driving seat the review of proposals either ëto bring apartheid up to dateí or set the 
country onto a new ëenlightened pathí looks like this. 
 
A broad term view that the Mixed Marriage Act be scrapped. The release of Nelson 
Mandela and talks with the African National Congress. Ending of the forced removal 
of members of the non white population who happen to live in an area deemed 
desirous by members of the white population. Plans to include the majority population 
in decision making that will reach into the centre of government.Possible land 
ownership for the majority in white areas. 



 
In the eyes of many, like Alex Boraine MP of the Progressive Federal Party, the above 
are ëjust promisesí. ìHow many times have we heard before that the government is 
moving away from unnecessary discrimination?î Even Chief Buthelezei is cynical 
about the proposed, as yet undefined, forum for the black majority population. In the 
thoughts of Dr N Mothlana head of the old Soweto Committee of 10 there is some 
milage to be gained in its pursuit. 
 
Sun 10 
 
If an old style ëforced removalí is one that is negotiated - between the groups apparent 
head man, even though this is not so - can it still be counted as such? In the view of 
Gerritt Viljoen it is not. Such an incident happened to the people settled in Magapas 
12 months ago, where the self declared head man - a position repudiated by many 
other residents - did a deal over the heads of other residents with the police who were 
there to evict them. 
 
This is the second occasion, since the inception of the apartheid inclined government, 
since 1948 that the status of apartheid has been tweaked to fit into current thinking. 
For the first decade of National Party rule white rule - read Afrikaner right wing 
element - was seen as being acceptable. With the scramble, of the 1960ís, to grant 
independence to African colonies a new type of apartheid was needed . Hence was 
born the H Verwoerd inspired policy of homelands for each ethnic group was born. 
 
Seen not to be working, as peoples aspirations have moved on after 25 years, mainly 
due to the actions of the urban black population a new set of terms must be set out. 
Termed ëthe non negotiablesí espoused by president Botha are no abdication of the 
whites, no votes for all in a unitary state and allowing the fourth chamber for the 
majority population to join the democratic system. 
 
However while dealing with its own affairs, black chamber - unlike the Indian and 
Coloured chambers - will not sit alongside the white chamber but alongside the 
Homeland legislatives. 
 
Mon 11 
 
A mass rally, attended by 10, 000 supporters gathered in Soweto to hear Zinzi 
Mandela read out a letter of rejection from her father. The offer, from president Botha, 
had been ëon the tableí for the last ten days. 
 
Extracts - ìI am surprised at the conditions that the government want to impose on 
me.î It was only then, when all other forms of resistance were open to us, that we 
turned to armed struggle. Let him renounce violence. Let him state that he will 
dismantle apartheid .... unban peopleís organisations, the African national 
Congress .... all who have been imprisoned , banished or exiled for their opposition to 
apartheid. Let him guarantee free political activity. Only free men can negotiate. 
Prisoners cannot enter into contracts.î 
 
Forced into making and admission of adultery, the noted anti apartheid campaigner 
the Reverend A Boersak, accused the security forces of a smear campaign in the local 



media. This had the aim of causing the cleric, chair of the World Alliance of Reform 
Churches, troubles as he campaigned for political change. 
 
It is known that the authorities had bugged his office and monitored his phone calls in 
order to expose his relationship with Ms Di Scott. It was mixed race relationship, 
where the cleric aged 38 with four children and his white secretary was aged 30. 
 
All was revealed at a rally, attended by 2, 000 supporter of the United Democratic 
Front, on 9/2. 
 
Tues 12 
 
Leader Comment South Africaís agony ìThe proposed terms of freedom must have 
shaken the fabric of many South African whites assumptions ... as president Botha 
displayed some courage by opening the negotiating door to some extent, but he surely 
knows that there are dangers involved, not least for the political position of people  
such as Mr Mandela.î 
With the long established National Party governments that has ruled the country for 
many years under one type of autocratic leadership ìthe question is whether anybody 
in the long term can keep South Africa together as a stable unit, whoever rules.î 
 
Fri 15 
 
In the short term hopes for the release of Nelson Mandela have ended. With a short 
statement from president Botha the speculation was ended as there was no agreement 
that the leading figure in the African National Congress would call for it to renounce 
violence. On the brighter side four liberation minded prisoners, serving their time on 
Robben Island, have - with Mandelaís agreement - taken up the president offer of 
conditional release. 
 
Further notes from the Mandela letter, read out at a Soweto rally (qv 11/2) by 
daughter Zinzi Mandela ìI cannot and will not give any undertaking at a time when I 
and you the people are not free.  Your freedom, and mine, cannot be separated.î 
 
Rioting erupted, mainly involving students boycotting classes, in the townships of 
Ikageng and Potchefstroon, south west of Johannesburg. Police were called to stem 
the crowds as they pelted busses carrying students and teachers away from township 
schools. Three youths, a boy aged 15 and girls aged 14 and 16 were arrested. 
 
As the rains came to Mozambique, after many months of drought, figures have been 
released that show about 2.5m national are suffering from hunger as a result of this 
years lack of a decent crop growing period. This figure is 2m lower than at the same 
period in 1984. Distribution of dependant nationals is not evenly spread throughout 
the country. In Tete province 12 months ago the numbers were 242, 669 and as of now 
582, 569 are looking to the state for hand outs. 
 
Sat 16 
 
Promoting an image as a ëreasonable maní president Botha says talks with members 
of any liberation movement, even the ANC, are still possible if only they will 



renounce the use of violence to achieve their aims. Liberation prisoners who, are in 
the midst of a short prison sentence and seek release, will earn credits which will 
enable such an outcome. Thus giving them parity  with long serving prisoners. 
 
Two ANC members have been found guilty of murdering the former general secretary 
of illegal South African Student Organisation, an illegal body, when the two S Xulu 
and Mr Langa shot him in 5/84. The pro Black Consciousness leaderís crime was to 
join Congress and pass on false information. 
 
Whatever the outcome of this ënew apartheid,í espoused at this time, the process of 
forced removals is soon to affect a community of 7, 000 plus located on the Kat River 
in the Eastern Cape. Once again the authorities in Pretoria are ignoring settlement of 
land issues made many years before - even freedom from being a colony - in order for 
the land to be ceded to the independent homeland of Ciskie. 
 
One hundred and fifty years ago this land, where some to todays residents have lived 
for 77 years, was granted as reward for those in situ siding with the British against the 
native claimants. All over the land there are uncertainties about date of removal or 
amounts of compensation paid. It is a truly mixed community. Shops are owned by 
blacks and run by whites. Whites live on land owned by Coloureds and have done for 
many generations. 
 
Sun 17 
 
The trial begins, in Pretoria, of Archbishop D Hurley, over remarks the cleric made 
comments about the actions of the police in Namibia which resulted in the deaths of 
numbers of people in the north of the country. 
 
Charged under the 1951 Police Act of ëpublishing untrue matterí into the death, at the 
hands of the counter insurgency unit Koevoet, of among others J Hamukwaya a 
school teacher taken by black police, under a white officer and - it is said - beaten to 
death on a river bank. He was accused of being a member of Swapo by the police. 
 
There has been compensation, paid by the Pretoria authorities, of approximately  £25, 
000 / R58, 000. At the inquest evidence was given, by a white police officer that the 
deceased ëdied while falling down a flight of stepsí. Dismissing this explanation the 
coroner ruled that the teachers death was as an ëact of omission on the part of 
members of the unit known as Koevoet.í 
 
There is a delicate balancing act that the government must travel is its limited changes 
to apartheid laws are to come to fruition. In the sights of Pretoria are the Mixed 
Marriage Act and the Immorality Act which are in line for repeal. Leaders of the 
Coloured and Indian houses, Hendrickes and Rajbansi, had both said they would work 
to see both acts removed from the statute book. Now, as ministers - without portfolio -  
in the cabinet both are bound by the collective responsibility element of government. 
 
The hard right wing Afrikaner, especially in the Orange Free State and the 
Conservative Party, who want a return of the ëold style apartheidí of 30 years ago, see 
repeal as the end of their dream of separate development. Even National Party MP, 



from the Transvaal, mounted a show of dissent as the offer of freedom for Nelson 
Mandela was made by their president 
 
Wed 20 
 
Basing its evidence, against D Hurley the chair of the Southern Africa Catholic 
Bishops Conference, on a newspaper report was deemed wrong when Bishop Hurley 
had a charge of making ëuntrue statementsí under a 30 year old Police Act was 
acquitted in the Pretoria regional court. 
 
As the court listened to a tape recording of the press conference given 18 months ago 
it was clear that the report, written by a journalist working for the South African Press 
Association, was not a true record of the clerics words. Watching the trial were many 
notables - Bishop Tutu, Bishop Konstant from Britain and Cardinal Hulme of 
Westminster who is the top Roman Catholic prelate in England. 
 
With 100 state witnesses lined up to give evidence and the states main evidence, a 
telex, defence lawyer, D Kunny, said that this trial should never have occurred as it 
has caused great disquiet. The freed man, glad to be free of the tension, pointed out 
that much evidence - had been gathered by the defence - that many showed illegal 
acts by the Koevoet forces had been uncovered - and would not now be exposed as 
crimes against the Namibian people. 
 
The trial prosecutor, Rudts, pointed out that the Bishop could have stopped the 
prosecution at any time by producing the recording. In effect all along was a desire to 
ìwallow in the glamour attributed to him. 
 
Despite this willingness to talk with the ANC and other black organisations the 
detentions against those who speak out against the policies of the government still 
continue. The target, as has been on previous occasions, are members of the all 
embracing United Democratic Front. Named detainees include Abertina Sisulu, 
president of the movement and wife of a Robben Island prisoner Walter Sisulu.C 
Saloougee national treasurer, Reverend F Chikane Transvaal VP, the academic I 
Mohamed from Witsvatersrand University. Other members taken include officials of 
the Natal/ Transvaal  Indian Congress, Release Mandela Committee and member of 
the Soweto and Alexandria Youth Congress. 
 
In total eight anti apartheid notables were held, on treason charges, as rioting 
continued to affect 65, 000 in the Crossroads shanty town outside Cape Town as the 
government announced plans to tear it down and move residents away from the area. 
As the clashes continued, at the same time as Pretoriaís representatives were to begin 
meeting with residents to try and sort out a solution agreeable to all, it was said that 
nine residents had died in the area. 
 
Leader Comment, The big stick or the soft speaking? from ìsteps to promote orderly 
urbanisation and to eliminate negative and discriminatory aspects aspects of influx 
control are receiving urgent considerationî to rioting in Crossroads squatter camp do 
not put the Botha policy of enlightened apartheid in a good light. 
 



But there again the light has shined, recently, on other aspects of South African life 
that keeps their deeds hidden from the international community. Dropping the charges 
against Bishop D Hurley. ìThe lame excuse that he was found to have misquoted was 
probably a lesser consideration than the dossier of police brutality in Namibia 
assembled by the defence.î Pretoria wanted to keep this, and other actions, out of the 
public, domestic and international domain. 
 
ìThe president should tell his repressive right fist what his conciliatory left hand is 
doing. Will the real Mr Botha please stand up - and then sit down with Mr Mandela.î 
 
Thurs 21 
 
As the confrontations, between the police and the residents of Crossroads squatter 
camp outside Cape Town, the Nobel Prize winning cleric and Bishop of Johannesburg 
Desmond Tutu has arrived in the area to act as mediator between those in conflict. 
 
During the three days of violence, more than 230 people - including six policemen - 
were injured. Six private vehicles were destroyed and 28 police vehicles were 
damaged in the clashes. 
 
Fri 22 
 
In a government statement Gerrit Viljoen, the minister of cooperation and 
development, has said that the residents of the three townships adjacent to Cape Town 
with legal rights to be there will not after all be forced out to a new location. 
 
Detailing this welcoming announcement the minister indicated that those persons with 
a legal right to be there would be entitled to a 99 year lease to remain in Langa, 
Guguletu and Nyanga townships. It is thought that those squatting in the townships, 
approximately 8, 000 in total, will be moved to the new location of Khaylitsha. 
 
Those members of the United Democratic Front recently arrested (qv 20/2) on a 
charge of treason have been remanded in custody by the courts in Durban. The seven, 
along with eight others, will appear in a court in Pietmarizburg, on 29/3. 
 
Puppet master Botha as well as manipulating the leader of the Coloured Labour party, 
A Heindikse and the Inkatha leader Chief Buthelezie there is, once again, the 
emergence of a strong Black Consciousness Movement. Strong opponents of the 
apartheid regime through the 1960ís until the mid 1970ís the movement seemed to 
ëwither on the vineí after the death Steve Biko at the hands of the security forces after 
their intense questioning. 
 
The presidents task is not made any easier with the emergence of the National Forum, 
open only to the black majority, which is an affiliation of 220 organisations that boast 
almost 500, 000 members. The UDF : 560 affiliates with a membership of 1.5m. As a 
separate body the trade unions, some as members of the NF and others of the UDF 
and some stand alone all will have to deal with - as was said in the early 1960ís - 
ìBlack man you are on your own.î 
 
Sat 23 



 
Continuing their arrest policy the police in South Africa have detained, and 
subsequently charged with treason, a leading light in the countries emerging black 
trade union movement. T Goweta of the South African Allied Workers Union was one 
of 16 people, in the words of Bishop Tutu, was arrested for ìusing peaceful methods 
of expressing oppositionî to white minority rule. 
 
The countries only nuclear power plant, built using a French design, has been closed 
down because of flawed piping. Evidence was found, in the water carrying stainless 
steel pipes, there was evidence of iron particles that could lead to corrosion. 
 
Sun 24 
 
Fears of the tearing down of illegal squatter camps, adjacent to black townships, have 
seen increased acts of violence against the police in the recent past. The latest 
outbreaks has been in the Crossroads squatter camp outside Cape Town.  In recent 
times police say 18 people have been killed and 234 injured. 
 
Police have now left the camp and the medics begin their work on the injured. 
Evidence, provided by Doctor D Hewiton, shows that residents injuries were in the 
main caused by bird shot pellets and rubber bullet injuries. Many of those presented 
with wounds in their backs showing that they were already fleeing the conflict when 
fired on. 
 
These recent riots were in response, despite the already announced halt to forced 
evictions (qv 22/2), that trucks were on their way to move hundreds of families from 
Khaylitsha. This is seen as a diversion when in fact a more reasonable motive was 
hatred of the police and the whites in general by the townships teenagers. Such moves 
split parents from their children as many parents do not think ëthe time for revolution 
is nowí. They do agree that their childrenís anger is justified over the new 
constitutions exclusion of the majority population. 
 
 
 
Mon 25 
 
The ëtroublesomeí City of London Anti Apartheid Group has been expelled from the 
main body of the Anti Apartheid Movement. The decision was made at a national 
committee meeting in Cardiff about 48 hours ago. It can still run as an independent 
body but will not be part of the umbrella organisation that is the nationwide body that 
coordinates protest actions against the regime in Pretoria. 
 
The move was heralded by a letter, signed by 12 Labour members of parliament, 
urging such a decision as City of London membership was open to all who passed 
through and not just to residents of the area as was the norm for other groups. With a 
membership of about 200 City of London was accused of encroaching on the patches 
of member groups and being in thrall with the ultra left Revolutionary Communist 
Group. 
 



Even the exiled officers of the African National Congress, based in the capital, were 
against them. Twelve months ago, along with other liberation organisations based in 
London, they had decided to boycott city members and their activities. 
 
Once again the non belief of township residents that forced removals and 
incorporation into an independent homeland are a thing of the past has led to violence 
in the townships. Recent attacks in Huhudi a township in the northern Cape, where 
residents have been fighting to stay out of Bophuthatswaní s Pudimore township, have 
seen grenades explode at the homes of two councillors. No one was seriously injured. 
 
The home, in Alexandria township, of a former associate of the Reverend A Boesak, 
was stoned after the funeral of a guerilla who was trapped in a township house blew 
himself up rather than surrender to the police. Mr Buti was also a member of the black 
branch of the Dutch Reform Church and both worked for reforms through the World 
Council of Churches. However a disillusioned Buti became township mayor and thus 
earned the mistrust of residents. 
 
Wed 27 
 
In the view of a leading expert on the apartheid regulations regarding influx control, 
something much heralded as in need of change by the authorities in Pretoria, the 
changes to the Black Urban Areas Act, were labelled a disappointment by Shena 
Duncan of the Black Sash organisation. 
 
Minister Viljoen had indicated earlier that blacks would be allowed to live in white 
designated cities, move to a second city and still retain their rights to there homes in 
the first city. With the amendments promised it would seem, to this diarist, that rights 
of residency would be lost on the first home if they had no home or employment, at 
there second location. 
 
Two ANC guerillas, found guilty of murdering B Langa a former secretary general of 
the Black Consciousness Movement, have been sentenced to hang by Justice J Kriek. 
 
The dining rooms of the three chamber parliament has seen its white only policy 
reversed and now allow in Coloured and Indian legislators. Only this part of the 
catering facility is open to non whites. The bar and the coffee shop remain off limits 
for all but whites. 



MARCH 1985 
 
 
Fri 1 
 
The recent amnesty offered to all those who reject violence as a way of advancing 
political ideals offered by president Botha has been accepted by the only white 
member of the ANCís military wing. So far the release scheme has attracted four 
others who were all members of the Pan African Congress. 
 
Convicted in 1964, as part of the Rivoena trialists, Dennis Goldberg was found guilty 
of manufacturing explosives, for Congressís  military wing. As a white member of 
Umkhonto we Sizwe he was imprisoned away from the harsh conditions on Robben 
Island in Pretoriaís Central Prison. He has already left for Israel. 
 
Sun 3 
 
The youth in the small township of Cradock burns with a much anger as their 
counterparts in Soweto or Crossroads, and the names of other ëhot spotsí  of 
disaffected youth from Vyburg Kroonstad Paarl or Newton in the back veld of South 
Africa are all as angry and becoming politically aware as any other large township. 
 
Over the last 13 months ënormal lifeí in the village has been suspended. Schools are 
empty of students. Bodies that sat with black and white representation on have ceased 
to function as all the blacks have resigned in protest at conditions. As of this time only 
the black residents association represents the majority ethnic group and is up and 
running. 
 
Highly thought, by the residents, of is the son of an illiterate domestic servant who is 
deemed responsible for the townships political awakening is teacher M Gonwie aged 
29. Already fired up by African nationalism and noted for such by the authorities he 
has spent four years in a Transkie prison for ësubversive ideasí. Angered by his 
politicising of the residents the authorities tried to move him 100 miles away, he 
refused to take a headship and resigned his post. Hence the school boycott in 2/84. 
 
A freed Dennis Goldblat, freed after 21 years in jail, said of his former trialists ìI ask 
for their understanding .... wish I had been as strong as they are. I admire them. I have 
not changed my commitments I hope they understand.î Making the decision to go for 
amnesty was dreadful one ì had a personal need, a sense that after not much longer I 
would have ben even less able to withstand the pressure on me 
 
There has been no reaction from Nelson Mandela, or his fellow prisoners who were 
separated from their white colleague at the time of the 1961 trial. Neither has the 
offices of the exiled ANC in Lusaka expressed an opinion. 
 
As the white right wing Afrikaner thinking goes president Botha will in the end do a 
deal with the non white population which ends minority rule. In that event they want 
an enclave carved out of that only the whites can live in. 
 



The new white homeland would include most of Namibia, including the port cities of 
Windhoek and Walvis Bay in the west. From just outside Cape Town including the 
ports of Mossel Bay, Port Elizabeth, and Durban up to the border with Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique - skirting Lesotho KwaZulu Natal and Swaziland  would become the 
future Republiek Afrikana. 
Tues 5 
 
Telling the ëbehind the scenesí tale that led to the release of D Goldberg (qv 1/3). The 
initiative to press for release came from daughter Hilary, now living in Israel in a 
kibbutz close to the Lebanese border since 1980. Her concerns were expressed to the 
countries president, president Herzog and a formed defence minister M Arens who 
then - through inter government channels - made the case to their counterparts in 
Pretoria. 
 
Other forms of pressure seem to have been put on the Botha government, from the 
American under secretary of state for Africa C Crocker, who implied that an amnesty 
gesture would be substantial gesture of goodwill to the black majority in the country. 
 
Although sentenced to hang, for the murder of Ben Langa (qv 27/2) Sipho Xulu and 
Clarence Paye and both members of the ANC, both deny they were responsible. What 
is probably more significant is that the elder brother of the secretary general of the 
BCM and a one time associate of Steve Biko were not responsible for his death. 
 
Placing the blame for this death squarely on the shoulders of the South African 
security services the liberation movement said that their aim was to cause trouble 
between rival political organisations in the townships. 
 
Fri 8 
 
Moves are afoot, by Senator Kennedy and other legislators in the USA, to make good 
the promises made recently by him while on his tour of South Africa. As the 1985 
Anti Apartheid Act begins the process to be put on the statute book its provisions can 
be spelt out. If the act passes through the House and the Congress unchanged 
Americans will no longer be able to purchase South African Kruggerands and import 
them to the USA. Another clause would ban all new investment and bank loans to the 
South Africans. 
 
Already noted has been action of the New York based Citybank which has ended its 
policy of lending to Pretoria. Also revealed is that Harvard University, one of the 
countries prestigious seats of learning, has started unloading its shares, to the value of 
about $1.8bn, from companies that invest in the apartheid regimes business interests. 
 
Letters have been exchanged between president Botha and the named senator. The 
substance of the Americanís letter was a plea for release of the treason charged 
members of the UDF as. In his short reply an angry legislator responded after 
accusing him of being presumptuous and misinformed ìI would have thought that 
your recent visit to South Africa might have in some way added to your knowledge of 
this country. That is evidently not the case.î 
 



The leaders of exiled African National Congress and the South west African Peoples 
Organisation [Swapo] at a meeting in Lusaka have called on the western nations and 
businesses to end the financing, searching for and exporting to South Africa of the 
technology involved in the oil industry. 
 
Both O Tambo and S Njama see this as a quick way to undermine the already shaky 
economy of the country which has a foreign debt $17, 000m which represents 30% of 
gross national product. With the majority of this amount, due for repayment by 12/85, 
South Africa can be said to be in a very vulnerable position. 
 
Away from the African continent, in Leeds Castle in Kent outside London, major 
companies from the world of international based business and with participation of 
South African input are meeting to talk about their response to the growing call for 
diverting business out of the apartheid regime. 
 
Talk of an oil embargo was codified by the United nations General Assembly in 1979. 
However making it mandatory, as a security council resolution has always been 
vetoed by the Americans. This time Swapo and the ANC call is on individual 
governments to act alone. Figures produced, by the liberation movements indicate that 
Pretoria pays, even at this time, an extra $150m - $200m for the purchase of oil in 
secret. Both movements indicate that this cost does not involve the extra costs 
involved as the state produces oil from coal at its Sasol power station. In other words 
the cost of finding enough oil to run the apartheid machine is in the region of $1,990m 
per year. 
 
Sun 10 
 
The recent upsurge in black on black violence in the townships has been focussed on 
attempts to those who would do the work of the state - township councillors - stop 
aiding the apartheid regime. One of the most notable, as the mayor of Alexandria (qv 
27/2), was the Reverend Sam Buti whose home was destroyed by hand grenades. In 
this case no one lost their lives as his family of nine escaped the inferno. His home of 
30 years, valued at £50, 000 was destroyed. 
 
Other notables the mayor of Soweto E Kunene, who had just taken over from E 
Tshabalala and S Kgame as chair of the Urban Councils Association have all fallen 
foul of groups such as the ëSouth African Suicide Squadí This group of militant youth 
have the aim to prevent any cooperation with the white authorities even if they are 
hidden behind the veneer of black authority. 
 
Numerous calls were made for Alexandriaís may to resign and an attack such as this, 
along with the many others throughout the country, will deeply divide residents. 
Support for the Reverend Buti came in from many branches of the UDF and church 
services of sympathy were held in the township. 
 
Tues 12 
 
Letters  [1] L Clarke Uxbridge Middlesex why is a tyrant who happens to be 
white much worse a person than one, such as Pretoriaís northern neighbour, who is 
black? Could it be that double standards are being applied? 



 
  [2] D Nellist MP: E Roberts MP : Labour Hackney N and Stoke 
Newington tales of support for Zimbabwe trade unionists held by the Mugabe regime 
and were poorly received at the London embassy - being met not by the ambassador 
but an underling. 
 
Wed 13 
 
As the American Anti Apartheid Act was being introduced in the American legislative 
(qv 5/3) former presidential candidate, his wife and children, were being detained by 
police outside Pretoriaís embassy in Washington. 
 
The Reverend Jesse Jackson emerged from jail accompanied by sons Jesse and 
Jonathan to be greeted by wife Jacqueline and daughter Santita having spent four days 
in custody. The female Jacksons were released on 9/3.  There crime, willingly 
committed by an estimated gathering of 1, 400 people from politicians, sportsmen, 
entertainment and members of the clergy was to demonstrate within 500 feet of a 
building on Massachusetts Avenue 
There are now five states and 14 cities, who along with the recently announced 
Stanford University, since 1980 decided to divest its self of shares in any company 
that has interests in the apartheid state. Of concern to the large employers are the so 
called Sulivan Principals which many ëethicalí companies use to determine if a large 
overseas companies are paying there black workers equally and working conditions 
are adequate to provide an adequate living as well as working environment. 
 
Thurs 14 
 
A vote by the United Nations Security Council in New York, to condemn recent 
actions of the Pretoria government, has brought a response from the foreign minister. 
Pik Botha remarked that the international organisation motion over the recent 18 
deaths in the Crossroads squatter camp and the arrests of 16 senior UDF officials was 
disappointing. 
 
It was also noted, here in South Africa, that by backing the censure motion Britain and 
the USA were open to pressure to support those who supported the ërevolutionary 
aimsí within and without the country. This giving into outside pressure also caused 
individual delegate members to question the ultimate decision. 
 
This need for change attitude, if the lives of both white and non white South Africans, 
has been expressed forcefully during speeches at a meeting of some of the countries 
largest employers. As six of the largest business organisations, the South African 
Foundation, hold their annual get together there was much expression for a need to 
change. It should be noted that these calls for change came after the UNSC vote and 
was clearly in response to growing international pressure for change in South Africa. 
 
Fri 15 
 
A reconvened meeting of the Joint Security Commission, set up after the Nkomat 
Accord, has been called for. This move will see a South African delegation, led by Pik 



Botha and Defence Minister Malan and their deputies fly to meet their counterparts in 
Maputo. 
 
Such a meeting is needed as a means, only two days before the joint agreement is one 
year old, that the South Africans are doing all they can to stop aid reaching the rebel 
forces that are fighting to overthrow the legitimate government of Samora Machel. 
 
Details of hostages, among them three from Britain, held by Unita guerillas at there 
headquarters in the city of Jamba in Angolaís Central Highlands, have been released. 
Named as G Dixon, J Michael and P Higgins, they were among 22 persons freed. 
Among this large group were people from the USA,2 and 17 from the Philippines 
who were seized on 29/12 in the northern diamond town of Kafunfo and were then 
marched for 39  days through the Angolan bush to rebel headquarters. 
 
Addressing supporters and members of the rebel army Jonas Savimbi indicated that 
these freed hostages would be the last ones to be granted freedom so easily. Other 
foreign workers, inside the war zone, who were seized would not be released so 
quickly. There freedom would only come after long and difficult negotiations with 
diplomats. 
 
 
As to what Mozambique can expect to gain if the South Africans controlled the 
activities of the rebels in the south of the country troops loyal to Maputo could 
concentrate their military actions in the northern provinces. Once these are free from 
rebels military actions would move south for a final time 
 
In the view of the writer - ìThe only chance to salvage Nkomat is that South Africa 
will have to make some concessions to head off the growing disinvestment campaign 
in the United States and oil boycott in Holland.î - J Hanlon - 
 
The rebel rugby tour, by the English Rugby Union, which went ahead in 1984 is still 
having repercussions many months after its conclusion. Many city councils took 
revenge on players, and ultimately teams who played on and used council facilities. 
 
The most recent case is one involving the England international, and South African 
born, William ëDustyí Hare who turns out for Leicester Rugby Union Club. A London 
high court ruling, by 2:1, majority lost his - along with 5 other team mates a claim that 
the city council was wrong in banning the six from their council owned pitch. 
 
Sat 16 
 
Despite having a daily circulation of 115, 000 the management of the Rand Daily 
Mail, the South African Associated Newspaper Group has said that the paper will 
close by the end of 4/85. An explanation of this move could be in the fact that the 
paper, which was read by both whites and black South Africans, had losses of £21m/ 
R45.5m. 
 
Statements from the editor, R Gibson, said that the decision had stunned staff and it is 
ìimmensely sad and tragic for the Rand Daily Mail, the journalists and the country. 
We have lost a bridge between the various groups in the country.î From the South 



African Society of Journalists the statement issued said ìthe Rand Daily Mail closure 
will not only hurt our members and our readers, but will hurt everyone because they 
will be loosing an independent, but vociferous and valuable source of information .... 
In so doing they are depriving the public of their right to be fully informed.î 
 
The killing of a farmer by a suspected ANC guerilla, on the South Africa/Botswana 
border, has led to a request for help of the police, to hunt the wanted man down. 
Evidence that is was a political killing of the Hannesís was found, an AK 47 rifle,  
among the burnt out family vehicle. 
 
The request, outlined by the minister of law and order Louis le Grange in parliament, 
had not yet received a reply from the neighbouring police force. Also revealed was 
that since 8/84 this type of incident had occurred on at least 15 occasions involving 48 
insurgents. 
 
A judge, in the regional court in Durban, has refused a request from eight of the 16 
UDF members soon to appear in court on a charge of treason. This will keep Albertine 
Sisulu and the others locked up as the attorney general produces evidence, under the 
Internal Security Act, that bail for such a serious charge is not allowed. 
 
The Danish parliament has been informed of a motion that will stop oil tankers from 
Nordic countries going to South Africa. It will be discussed at a meeting of the five 
foreign ministers as a way to stop Nordic shipping sailing tho the apartheid state and 
supporting its racist policies. 
 
With the demise of the Rand Daily Mail about to close it would now seem that the 
authorities in Pretoria have won a long battle close down a media outlet that was 
critical of the government. The battle for control began in the 1970ís as a purchase of 
the whole newspaper group, South African Associated Newspapers, was attempted. It 
failed. Since that time many new inhibitive new laws have been introduced to stop its, 
and other newspaper, readers learning the full extent of dissent throughout the non 
white population. 
Sun 17 
 
Detailing the past history of the Rand Daily Mail, from the perspective of Allister 
Sparks the papers editor from 1977 until his sacking in 1981. The government, 
throughout the 1960ís mad the paper defend is journalistic writing in a number of 
court cases as its then editor, L Gander, was prosecuted as the paperís journalists 
exposed the maltreatment of black prisoners in the countries jails. 1975 a secret plan 
to purchase the SAAN group by using an Afrikaner businessman Louis Luyt as a front 
man. This failed 
 
When the Luyt buy out failed a rival newspaper, the Citizen was launched with the 
same Afrikaner money behind the move. Which then moved into the stable of an 
Afrikaner publishing company. It was only able to survive because of heavy cash 
handouts from government printing contracts. 
 
The gap in the market will be filled, according to the publishers, by a specialist 
financial daily called Business Day which it is hoped will not add to the announced 
losses, of the SAAN, of £7m for 1984. 



 
Mon 18 
 
So determined are the South African authorities to distance themselves from the rebels 
fighting in Mozambique that orders have been given to the South African Defence 
Force that those officers and soldiers who show sympathy for the aims of the MNR 
must be dismissed or moved to other duties away from the border. 
 
In the eyes of the authorities, in Maputo, this is a tacit agreement that there has in the 
past been logistical or financial help for the MNR force trying to overthrow the 
government of Samora Machel. One sure way that the South African authorities have 
ëturned over a new leafí is to provide a special unit of security guards to protect an 
electricity supply facility that is vital to both countries. 
 
The Carbo Basa hydroelectric power station that straddles the border between the two 
countries and is South Africas main source of electricity has long been a target for 
rebel force attacks. With this new force for the defence of a structure, that was a joint 
Portuguese and South Africa initiative, a special defence force - recruited by Escom - 
would be a way for Pretoria to assist its neighbour without embarrassment as no 
SADF forces would be involved. 
 
Further links between the South African military and those who would overthrow the 
legitimate government of Mozambique have been unearthed by the police. The 
statement, from Pik Botha, also reveals a team of forgers were at work inside South 
Africa. The gang, several of whom would soon be appearing in court, produced 
forged bank notes and propaganda leaflets against the Frelimo government.With these 
recent findings it would seen that part of the MNRís financing came from the 
international banking fraternity and not just Pretoria. 
 
Tues 18 
 
A new financial budget has been introduced by the minister of finance Barend du 
Plessis. First off General Sales Tax rose 2% to 12% for all items of food except those 
deemed as primary  foods. These will remain zero rated. Only a tax raising option, 
since the being introduced in the 1970ís, this rise in GST is only the first time it has 
moved since then. 
 
Personal income tax is raised by 2% to 7%. The tax n the gold and diamond industries 
rises from 20% - 25%. Other mining industries will pay 15%. From 1/7 new tax bands 
will be in place. Those earning twenty to thirty thousand pounds - R40, 000 - R60, 
000 will be liable for a 50% rate. 
Defence spending goes up to £2, 137m / R4,274, 000, de Plessis deemed this a small 
increase in the circumstances. 
 
There will be a 20% increase in the education budget to £15.5m /R31m which is an 
11.4% rise over the 1984 spending. 
 
Following he announcement of the closure of the Rand Daily Mail (qv 16/3) the 
International Federation of Journalists, based in Brussels with a membership of 100, 
000, has called on a world wide fund to save the paper from being closed on 30/4. 



 
A statement - ìFor 83 years the newspaper has been the leading and most prestigious 
voice of opposition to the racialist politics and restrictions of civil liberties in South 
Africa. If the Rand Daily Mail is closed now, those who work for and hope for change 
will have an even harder time than now.î 
 
If the South African Association of Newspapers, owners of the RDM or its major 
shareholder the Anglo American Corporation, failed to safe the paper then the liberal 
minded elements inside and outside the country should try to achieve this aim. 
 
Military action, involving members of the Lesotho Liberation Army and the 
paramilitary forces of the kingdom have clashed on the Trankei border. The statement 
was made in order to stifle rumours, both in South Africa and those exiled in Britain, 
that it was South African refuges that were killed. 
 
More significantly, with the kingdoms first, since 1970, general election due in 6/85, 
the long process of voter registration began. This difficult task has been made all the 
harder as there has been recent clashes between rebel forces and members of the 
ruling Lesotho National Party. 
 
Wed 20 
 
Lesothoís minister of Information and Broadcasting D Sixshe now says that those 
killed recently (qv 18/3) were members of the Pan African Congress and not members 
of the rebel forces opposed to this kingdoms present administration. The minister 
indicated that time they were unidentified and thought to be LLA member, who were 
working with Pretoria, to overthrow the government of Chief Leauba Johathan. 
 
Why would PAC members be on the Border was asked? It was postulated that as the 
kingdom had good relations with the African National Council, the chief liberation 
army fronting out the apartheid state, it could be that the PAC were on the border and 
preparing to show that there was an military, or political, alternative to side with in the 
battle to overthrow the regime in Pretoria. 
 
Police say the latest reports of township violence, in the Eastern Cape, have seen four 
people die. This brings the number of deaths, since 18/3 to ten. The main cause of the 
deaths was after a petrol bomb was hurled into the home of the intended victim which 
were, more often than not, the homes of black councillors. 
 
Thurs 21 
 
Twenty five years and one day after the Sharpville Massacre president Botha and 
Oliver Tambo will appear on South African television. The president will be located in 
his Cape Town Office and the exiled leader of the ANC will be in his office in Lusaka. 
Both men will give separate taped interviews and will not talk with each other. Mr 
Tambo cannot be quoted in the media under security laws of South Africa. 
Fri 22 
 
As the county commemorates events of 25 years ago, when 69 blacks were gunned 
down in the township of Sharpville, the police have once again  turned their 



armaments on township residents. Reports indicate that between 17 and 40 residents 
of the Eastern Cape were gunned down. Attacks happened in Langa township as 
mourners marched to a funeral. Police claimed they acted in self defence after a 
warning. Those caught in the action said that no warnings were given of the 
impending shootings. 
 
To forestall such confrontations laws had been enacted to ban marches in sensitive 
magisterial districts such as Pretoria, the location of the township at the centre of the 
commemorations. Demonstrations went ahead anyway and were broken up by police 
using sjamboks. 
 
Accounts given by the minister of Law and order L le Grange, of the size of the 
funeral mourners, was put at 4, 000 who were marching to a township past the white 
town of Uitenage. As the stone throwing crowd advanced on a security force of 19 
members of the Defence Force, which was reinforced with helicoptered in 
reinforcements, the police fired 6 bullets from R1 rifles, 27 shotgun cartridges and 10 
pistol shots. This left 10 of the crowd dead where they lay. Later six more died in 
hospital. There were 19 wounded. 
 
Black Sash, an independent monitoring group, gave an alternative account. This said 
that police arrived in their armoured vehicles, stood on top of them, and began firing 
into the crowd. 
 
How the events of twenty five years ago still resonate with the black majority 
population of South Africa as it is today. 
 
Sat 23 
 
Within 24 hours of the police shootings of a large number of blacks from Langa 
township (qv 22/3) president Botha sets up a judicial inquiry into the actions of the 
police. Wide spread condemnation from within the country and overseas has been 
heard. The Progressive Federal Party, the British government were quick to make 
there stance clear. Six of the Opposition party MPís travelled to Uitenage near to 
inspect the area. In London ambassador Worrel was called to the foreign office and 
told by minister of state for African Affairs, R Luce, that this inquiry must be of the 
fullest nature possible. 
 
There was concerns, in the USA that American citizens, with training in the nuclear 
industry were being poached by the South African energy supplier Escom. In one 
case, according to congressman Edward Merkey, the apartheid state were prepared to 
pay £4, 280/ $5, 000 for each engineer recruited. By being enticed abroad persons 
were breaking the law as it stands. It is forbidden for Americans to work in the 
country as South Africa has not signed the Non Proliferation Treaties which would 
allow such moves. 
 
In their defence the South African Escom denied that it had broken any laws. Only 52 
Americans were employed by the company. Of these 20 had clearance from 
Washington and 24 others were waiting the results of their applications. 
 



More criticism following the township killings has come from the leaders of the 
Organisation of African Unity as they called for action from the United Nations. 
Comments from the American administrationís G Shultz, the secretary of state said 
ìthe apartheid system of racial separation in South Africa is repugnant.î The shootings 
were described as ìdeplorable.î The author of the ëconstructive engagementí policy, 
president Regan, only deplored the shootings and said ìthere is n element in South 
Africa that donít want a peaceful settlement ... who want violence on the streets.î 
An eye witness account, from cleric Father MS Daba of an Anglican Church in the 
township of Kwanobuhle Uitenage. It was to this location that the mourners were 
trying to get to before the police opened fire. 
 
Political figures in London have called for sanctions be put in place by the 
government. Chief proponent of this measure is shadow foreign secretary D Healy. 
Citing the possibility, if no action is taken over our trading links with Pretoria, that we 
could loose our trading links with the black African states. 
 
In the United States the caucus of the 20 strong Democratic black congressmen have 
rounded on comments made by president Regan to intensify pressure for an increase 
of sanctions against Pretoria. 
 
Leader Comment The action after the bloodbath is clearly well cited as one of Pretoria 
seeking international approval for its actions. The recent budget shows the way the 
government intends to continue. ìThe Achilles heel of the system is thus ever more 
clearly revealed, and it is the weak spot which the West above all is best place to 
exploit. Such action would of course  would decidedly uncomfortable. But let us and 
our leaders stop pretending  thereís nothing to be done.î 
 
De mystifying the recent split in Britains anti apartheid movement threw out the City 
of London branch as its activities seemed to invite more attention from specialist 
police organisations than any other branch in the country. 
 
In the wake of South Africaís new outbreak of violence the question must be asked is 
the era of president Botha coming to an end? 
 
Sun 24 
 
Detailed statements of the events in Langa township (qv 23/3), gathered by 
Opposition members of parliament from the PFP, of eye witness  to events that left 19 
- 40 residents dead will be presented to the parliament within the next 24 hours. 
 
The six person delegation, led by H Suzman the veteran anti apartheid campaigner, 
took notice of the official version of events given by the authorities. Lieutenant 
Fouche, atop one of the militaries Caspirs ordered the 4, 000 strong crowd to stop 
moving forward. A warning shot was fired with no effect. The vehicle was surrounded 
and attacked by members of the crowd. The killing shots were fired in self defence. 
 
From the affidavits, taken from the funeral crowd, the events leading up to this 
confrontation were set at least after the authorities ordered a change to the 
arrangements to a students funeral who was killed all of 10 days previously. Planned 



for 16/3 orders came from the authorities that the internment must take place mid 
week as weekend rallies usually turned into political rallies. 
 
A new date was issued by the police who little realised that the chosen date was the 
anniversary of events in 1960. This error was compounded by the authorities who 
then placed an order that stopped the funeral, in the township of Kwanahbule, without 
making it known to the residents of Langa 10 miles distant. 
 
As the bus loads of travelling mourners gathered at the townships bus station, on 24th 
street, the police arrived and stopped the vehicles moving off. Then orders were 
given, probably by four persons with Rastafarian deadlocks and members of the Black 
Consciousness Movement, that the people should walk to the funeral 10 miles away. 
As the mas of people moved off the police vehicles moved between them and officers 
were seen on the phone. As they proceeded towards the outskirts of the white town of 
Utinage a Casper blocked the road ahead as it stopped in the middle of the road. As 
the crowd moved forward, non were carrying any type of weapon - not even sticks - a 
shot rang out, and a boy lay dead from a bullet in the head. Then more shots followed 
as the crowd turned on its heels and fled from the scene. 
 
Civil rights workers tell all after visiting a police station in the white residential area 
named Utinage. The workers, from the Black Sash organisation M Blackburn and A 
Coelman, viewed prisoners who as well as being manacled were suffering the effects 
of recent beatingís, swollen faces or gashed legs where the sjambok had done its cruel 
work. 
 
With their evidence, and having tried and failed to confront the police station 
commander,  the two went higher up the chain of command. These incidents, which 
happened just days before these recent killings,  are now being investigated. Later the 
released prisoners found their way to the home of one of the Black Sash members in 
Port Elizabeth where they, at the third attempt, found a doctor who would treat their 
wounds. Although the medical treatment was given gladly a signed  statement of an 
assault was not forthcoming. The reason for refusal was the likelihood of him loosing 
his practice. 
 
The Democrats Black Caucus, who have called for a tightening of sanctions against 
the apartheid regime, have been joined by a number of their political opponents. 
Those named include Newt Ginrich and Vin Webber all associates of president Regan 
and therefore Republicans. 
 
The group, with more than 30 members, has written to the South African ambassador 
calling on him to express to Pretoria a ësense of urgency to end apartheid.í Otherwise 
the Washington authorities would be likely to follow the international moves and ban 
new investment in the country. 
 
Another participant in the fatal Lanka township killings, said to now number 43 [19 in 
the street, 21 by the time hospitalised and 3 since then], was M Myna ìThe police 
never even talked to us. They opened fire on the front of the crowd and a boy on a 
bicycle was the first to be hit.î He  also added that there was no chanting of political 
slogans, no freedom songs sung. 
 



The border crossing point, over the Limbo River from Zimbabwe is receiving 
attention of the engineers of the South African military. They are in the process of 
fencing in access points, away from the official entry point of Beat Bridge.   
 
As this move was being announce in parliament there were claims that the fence wire 
would have 20, 000 volts passing through it. The deputy defence minister, A Vlok 
denied this as he said that the 3, 000 volts that did pass through would either of a 
pulsating or continuous nature. The cost of this ëintegrated experiment with border 
systems to facilitate more effective border controlí was put at £1.2m and was due for 
completion in 11/05. 
 
In the thinking of one of Britainís leading politicians now is the time that inequalities 
in South Africa can be brought about with the influence of the international 
community being led by the United States. It is time ìthat the United States said that 
its patience is now exhausted and that the latest offer of the Angolon government for 
phased Cuban troop withdrawals from the Namibian border areas and the start of a 
process of a shipping home a reasonable number of Cuban troops is acceptable to 
Washington.î 
 
The USA could also make it clear that it would no longer veto any UN call for 
Namibian independence  under UN resolution 435. If the South Africans responded 
immediately over Namibia and in the next 12 months over their own internal 
apartheid then sanctions would not be triggered. Any failure to, firstly make the 
moves over Namibia, then over their own internal issues, sanctions would be 
imposed. 
 
Mon 25 
 
After the killings the funerals of some of the victims, residents of Langa township are 
held. As many as 35, 000 people turned out, watched from afar by the police as six 
were buried in Kwanobuhle. Even as these funeral occurred townships throughout the 
Eastern Cape saw violence that resulted in ten more fatalities. 
 
Such was the home grown anger that there was a call for the police minister to lose 
his position. The call was led by the leader of the Coloured Labour Party, the 
Reverend A Hendrickse and in the Indian chamber the National Peoples Party A 
Rajibansi expressed the same hope. Not to be left out all other opposition parties, PFP 
in the white chamber, called on Louis le Grange to go. 
 
In reality it was not only the township mass killings that sparked the resignation call 
from five of the eight opposition parties in the tri carmel rather it has been a number 
of recent events where the police have been seen to mismanage incidents that has 
ushered in this call. Court and inquest findings, the workings of the Kovert units in 
Namibia, deaths [18] in Crossroads squatter camp should also be considered as 
working against the nations confidence in the ministers abilities. 
 
Leading leal opinion mull over the forthcoming treason trial of a number of members 
of the anti apartheid orientated United Democratic Front. 
 



Leader Comment Bothaís reforms cannot prevent more Langas  ìIf its wrong after 
Langa to believe that Mr Botha is a reformer it was no less so beforehand. People 
have been speaking of time running out ever since Sharpville but the direct threat to 
white domination by force is no more real a quarter of a century later. All one can say 
is the African majority is much more impatient.î 
 
In view of this ìMr Botha should rein in the police by repealing unjust laws and enter 
unconditional talks with such as Mr Nelson Mandela. The alternative is a series of 
Langas which may, or may not coalesce into general revolt.î 
 
With the last visit to heads of government and religious leaders throughout Europe 
less than twelve months ago, Britains turn came on 3/6 when prime minister Thatcher 
entertained Botha at Chequers, is now put forward that the South African leader 
fathomed that the continent on the whole had lost interest in the apartheid policies of 
his administration. There is now only a ritualistic response to the countries internal 
problems. 
 
The historical battle ground that is the Eastern Cape has seen whites and elements of 
the six million Xhosa ethnic group in conflict from as far back as 18the century. 
 
Understanding the Bishop Tutu the winner of a Nobel Peace Prize who still resides in 
a Soweto home and can reasonably expect many thousands to attend church services 
where he speaks 
 
Crossroads Squatter Camp covers an area of three square miles and could be seen as 
an up market slum if compared to the slums of Karachi India or a disgrace if outside 
the town of Cheltenham in south England. Taking a vox pop of the residents a mother 
of nine does not hate the whites because its written in the bible that we shall go 
through evil times and good times. The campís richest resident runs the busses that 
run from Cape Town to the Ciski. More often than not the vehicles are bringing out 
homeland residents as conditions are worse. Infant mortality rates are 42 per 1, 000 
births [whites 10.6/ thousand] indicates mission doctor Ivan Tooms aged 32. 
 
Tues 26 
 
With the township unrest on their doorstep the people of Uitenage are prepared for 
any further trouble from the peoples of Langa township as they flock to one of the 
cities two gun shops to make their purchases. According to some people purchasing 
weapons if the police had acted in a more robust manor in 1976 there would not be 
the trouble there is now. 
 
Purchase of pistols, which before the recent outbreak of violence was only one or two 
over a seven day period, has now risen to 1 or 2 a day. Ammunition is also selling 
well and there is an open display of people carrying weapons as part of their every 
day wear. 
 
Quotes from the local paper, the Eastern Province Herald, hear that police have been 
working 16 hours a day for the last two weeks and are exhausted and missing their 
families. The former rugby player Vallance Watson, who runs a clothing store in the 



town, said that many of the black residents just wanted the whites to understand that 
they were living in hard times. 
 
As the cleric Alan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
tried to gather eye witness accounts of the recent police killings of residents of the 
Langa township, he was stopped from entering the area by the police. Previously 
residents had told him that the security forces had summarily executed some of those 
already injured. 
 
Leaders on the political class in Namibia have called for the formation of an interim 
government for the territory which is still under the administration of the Pretoria 
government. The call was received by president Botha after his one hour meeting with 
six of those seeking independence for the territory. 
 
It was noted that the main political/military party missing from the meeting was a 
delegation from the Swapo organisation. 
 
Swazi police have released a British national, F Forrest who was responsible for 
managing the Ephesus fund that helped those fleeing the South African authorities. 
Two others, both exiles from across the border, are still in detention in the kingdoms 
Manzini police station. It is suspected that those still detained, Joyce Kekana and 
Terence Tryon, are being questioned over their links with the ANC. 
 
Britains foreign office has condemned the coming trial of members of the United 
Democratic Front as they called in the countries London ambassador to the foreign 
office. Dr Worral was summoned to hear minister of state M Riftkind note that, on the 
one side that this treason trial was due to start amid president Bothaís declared aims of 
wishing to engage the majority ethnic group in the political process. 
 
Reporting the experiences of a British industrialist, in situ in the Eastern Cape since 
12/84, as he tries to large company. One of his findings was that even before the 
current unrest there was an atmosphere of conflict throughout the province. 
 
Eye witness account of life in Crossroads Squatter camp. With an increasing 
population, in 1984 it was put at 37, 000 and just 12 months later it had risen to 90, 
000.  As space becomes more and more scarce an element of illegal payments - 
protection money - is demanded says T Bezuidenhout the Chief Commissioner of the 
Western Cape. Plots in the centre of the camp cost £7. 50 /R15 and the new influx of 
people are asked to pay £32.50 /R65. In this location there are 20, 000 legal and 30, 
000 illegal residents. 
Wed 27 
 
A mass demonstration protesting at the deaths in Langa township and others 
throughout the Eastern Cape in recent times has culminated in a sit down protest in 
the middle of Cape Town. It was then that the police moved in and detained 239 
people. Among those held was the Reverend A Boesak and fellow church leader 
Beyers Nadu general secretary of the South African Council of Churches. 
 
Deemed an ëillegal gatheringí under the terms of the Internal Security Act those 
detained will remain in jail until their court appearance. Other notables arrested were 



Shena Duncan the president of the Black Sash civil rights movement and various 
other people whose names were not disclosed by the authorities. 
 
One of the eyewitness to the killings, the Reverend Mxolisi Daba an Anglican 
clergyman from Uitinage had tears in his eyes, had tears flowing down his cheeks as 
he said from the pulpit ìGod says to South Africa here and now stop killing our 
children......This system of government under which we live has got to be challenged 
and wiped out. In Uitinage we say God be with you for we are ready to die.î 
 
As for calls for police minister Le Grange to resign because of the township killings 
hose who called for such action in the white and Indian chambers has backed down. 
Only the Coloured Labour Party leader A Hendrickse has remained true. 
 
Recent talks between the authorities in Angola with the American under secretary of 
state for African Affairs, C Crocker have not ìmade any positive resultsî towards a 
settlement in Namibia. Also the issue of the Cuban troops stationed in various 
locations throughout the country had not been settles. This was told to a gathering of 
senior military officers by president dos Santos. 
 
The talks in South Africa, which took place to the backdrop of the troubles in the 
townships of the Eastern Cape, and therefore remained out of the media spotlight, also 
did little to address the issue of the Cuban troops.  What words did emerge about the 
killings in Langa from the American official was a warning that chaos would ensue in 
the country if it did not try and accommodate the black majority. His forecast of doom 
was taken up by those anti apartheid supporters who want the banks and industry to 
stop investing time and money in the country until there is regime change. 
 
Moves by Standard Chartered Bankís chairman managing director to possibly sell half 
of their interests in South Africa to local management in ëthe course of timeí and the 
Boston Bank indicating that it will stop making private loans to banks in there as a 
sign of its opposition to the apartheid regime. Once 1984ís loans, of $75m, have been 
repaid in 1986 there will be no more available. Standard Chartered has in effect only a 
50.3% stake in any business in the country. 
 
Thurs 28 
 
As the promised judicial inquiry into the deaths in Langa township begins a statement, 
heard by all three chambers of the parliament, has caused a fear that new restrictions 
are about to be put in place that will affect those fighting for a fairer South Africa for 
all races. 
 
ìI have committed myself and those South Africans of all population groups who have 
indicated their cooperation to a process of political reform but at the same time I am 
committed to maintaining law and order and stability in our country. I Have already 
given instructions for appropriate steps to be taken to maintain law and order. ì 
 
The one man inquiry team, Judge D D Kannemeyer, made a site visit to Langa 
township where he inspected the site and said that he wanted to make the inquiry as 
open as possible. Not just the details of the day would be examined as his first off site 
focus was the ban on funerals that the police enforced after its imposition seven days 



previously. Evidence was taken, from PC V Abrahams that the magistrates order had 
been broadcast, by himself, twice and the last time was 21. 23/3. 
 
Despite the threat of the use of the Internal Security Act on those detained after the 
protest march in Cape Town, it is now known at least 50 of those held have been 
charged under a section of the Gathering and Demonstration Act. The maximum 
penalty under this piece of legislation is a £150 fine and six months in jail. 
 
Quoting a former leader of the ANC, Zollie Malindi in the newspaper in 11/84 has led 
the editor and a political correspondent of the Cape Times, A Heard and A Johnson, 
being summoned to appear before the courts. The date set for their appearance is 10/5. 
 
As Norway announces plans to restrict its business with South Africa and calling for 
other Nordic countries to follow suit, in Britain Archbishop T Huddleston has called 
on the London government to downgrade its diplomatic relation with the apartheid 
state to consular general status. 
 
Letters  [1] P Ashberry 66 Birch Lane Langsight Manchester 13 why is the act 
of self defence deemed an act of violence if performed by a black person in South 
Africa? 
 
  [2] A K Smith Kempston Bedford the crimes of the country should lead 
to a UN inspired break up of the country and the rebuilding of a new South Africa. 
 
  [3] G M Wiscombe Heeley Sheffield comparing events of similar 
persons magnitude of importance in Northern Ireland and the black townships. 
 
  [4] J Wood Birkenhead Merseyside media reporting of white on black 
violence given more credence than black on black violence in the townships. 
 
Fri 29 
 
The big idea for 1983 positively pushed by P W Botha of township councils run by 
these same residents has run its course as of this time. After the local elections, even 
on a low turn out - of ten percent in Soweto - few communities showed little interest. 
Those township residents who did run for, and were elected, have not had the best of 
lives since then. 
 
The latest death of a township councillor occurred in Kwannobhule alongside the city 
of Uitinage. Along with his son, Selumko aged 18, T B Kinikini who was the last 
council member in the township, died at the hands of the mob. Their funerals were 
attended by a crowd of 30, 000. Among the mourners were four councillors who had 
been offered a choice they did not refuse and therefore lived. 
 
A journalist, from Johannesburg, writes about the character of the people who in the 
past have served on the township councils. Jon Quenlane indicates that at one time 
they were ënice and respectable ... and the sort of fellow you would like your daughter 
to marry.í That is not the reaction now ... ëspurned by their own community, despised 
by former playmates and unsafe in public because they chose to stand for office as 
town as village councillors.í 



 
A tough stance, over the long running issue of independence for Namibia, as the 
American government puts a fast track solution forward to end this long sought after 
solution. As Chester Crocker, the American secretary of state for African Affairs puts 
a take it or leave it offer to the Pretoria and Agolon authorities it is not difficult to see 
how such a plan will received by those concerned. 
 
In essence the Washington plan is a step by step list of compromises for each of the 
principals - Cuban and the South African forces - to take. As one side, Cuba troops,  
achieves a declared aim then other administrative authority in Namibia, South Africa, 
will aim for the next reversal. 
 
At stake, if this initiative is rejected - it stands until Easter - the whole idea of the 
United States acting as a mediator in the troubled politics of southern Africa is at risk 
of ending. 
 
As the treason trial of 17 members of the United Democratic Front begins a letter of 
protest is to be handed in at the countries embassy in London. With the signatures of 
125 members of parliament the trial is described as a ìshamî by the Labour front 
bench spokesman on South Africa Donald Anderson. 
 
Later at the launch of the UDF Treason Trial Campaign Committee the MP went so 
far as to condemn Pretoriaís legal system, which Londonís government ministers 
claimed ìhad a healthy reputation for independence,î were in fact perpetuating a 
ìprocess of legal tyranny.î 
 
Nordic countries, Sweden, Norway, Finland and Iceland through their foreign 
ministers have begun 48 hours of talks to try and come up with joint a sanctions 
policy to put in place against the apartheid regime. 
 
With a firm idea, following the P W Bothaís statement to all three chambers of the 
parliament (qv 28/3) the fear now is that he was hinting on banning public meetings 
of certain anti apartheid organisations is specified areas of the country. 
 
A second police witness, Warrant Officer J Penz has told the judicial inquiry into the 
actions leading to the deaths in Langa township (qv) was of clear mind that his life 
was threatened as he faces a crowd of 4, 000 mourners en route to a nearby funeral. 
He insisted that those nearest him knew of the funeral ban. Shots were fired as ëthere 
was no option but to shootí over the head of the crowd from his Beretta an automatic 
pistol. ìEveryone fired, the crew of both vehicles.î 
 
The deputy foreign minister, Louis Nel speaking at a press conference, implied that 
both the ANC and the South African Communist Party were behind the unrest in the 
townships. From both within and without the countries borders radical elements have 
politicised target groups for their own purpose. 
 
Sat 30 
 
Lesotho is on the brink of expelling all those refugees who claim to support the ideals 
of the Pan African Congress [PAC]. This fear was expressed by a senior government 



official. F Matholoane, from the office of the prime minister the director of political 
affairs, was speaking at a mass rally of the liberation movements supporters. He urged 
them to stop their show of hostility towards the kingdoms government. According to 
the authorities the PAC has had a long association, since independence in 1966, with 
those who would see this government fall. 
 
An ANC guerilla, S Zwindi, wanted by the authorities for killing a member of the 
Lesotho defence force has recently been before the court to face a charge of murder. 
 
As already feared (qv 28/3) limits on the ability to hold anti apartheid demonstrations 
have been set out by the authorities in Pretoria. These latest restrictions made it 
unlawful, for the next three months, for an organisation to call on workers to mount a 
stay away from their place of employment. The ares covered are 16 districts in the 
Eastern Cape and two others in the Transvaal. Not only will they be at work in these 
noted districts people, belonging to 29 anti apartheid organisations, including the 
UDF, will not be able to attend their meetings. Out doors, except for sports meetings 
and ërealí church services,  and indoors meetings dealing with school and university 
class boycotts, leaves township residents scuppered. 
 
Langa judicial inquiry hears evidence that conflicted with the tale told in parliament. 
Was it 36, police, or 43, minister, cartridge shots fired? W O Penz, said that an ëobject 
looking like a petrol bomb was seení but was it thrown ëhe was not sureí Minister le 
Grange told parliament such incendiaries were thrown and sticks and stones were 
used. Much of the ministers statement was at odds with what eye witness Penz told 
Judge Kannemeyer. 
 
Many anti apartheid ënotablesí - Bishop Tutu, P Lekota publicity secretary UDF, 
Beyers Naude South African Council of Churches and Dr F Z Slabbert - raised 
concerns after Pretoria placed in new restrictions on anti apartheid organisations. 
 
A bail attempt was made, in a Durban court, by eight of the 16 UDF leaders detained 
on charges of treason. They were heralded into the court by supporters singing 
freedom songs. 
 
Letters  [1] P Altman International Defence Aid Fund for South Africa London 
N 1 Pretoria statistics on child injury /deaths 1976 - 79 and 1983. 
 
  [2] A Grounds 48 Holmbush Road London SW 15 prison conditions 
for the numbers of children 1983 - 3, 415 only 11 of which were white. 19. 3. 84. - 
403 serving sentences [4 whites] and 571 were awaiting sentence are untried [11 
whites]. 
 
  [3] E du Toit Old Coulson Surry any legal system that is democratic - 
or believes it is - would behave in the same way that Pretoria does at this time if under 
threat. Criticisms come only from outside and a ëpostureí is taken up. 
 
  [3] R Roques City of London Anti Apartheid Group London WC 1 
putting the case that the governing body, The Anti Apartheid Movement led by M 
Terry secretary, was wrong to have them expelled from the national movement. 
 



Sun 31 
 
A community leader, Julias Masopha, in - as Dr G Viljoen the minister responsible for 
black affairs called it - a shining example of 'orderly urbanisation,' has gone missing 
from Ekangala township. The day after the minister spoke, to a American television 
audience nine days ago, rioting broke out and tear gas and shots were fired by the 
authorities. 
 
For orderly urbanisation read keeping the majority population just far enough away 
from the cities to be out of the mind for white residents. However a township must be 
in reasonable communing distance as its residents are needed to facilitate the more 
menial tasks that a city needs. Many more blacks want to live near cities, which 
whites do not want so move the townships further away from white urbanisation.  
This includes Ekangala, which is 75 miles north east of Johannesburg, and it will it is 
hoped attract businesses to be located adjacent to the pool if black labour.  As Soweto 
is to Johannesburg so this new township is to the planned Ekindustria business zone. 
 
The long term planning for the area is a residency of 300, 000 in 15 years with rents 
of R200 whereas the missing community leader, who formerly resided in Tembisa,  
paid £11 /R22 out of his R720/ month wage as a consequence of being better 
educated, willing to move and a skilled worker and thus no longer have to share a 
home with his grandma, wife and three children. 
 
Behind the recent unrest, the cause of the unrest? was only let out six weeks ago. The 
authorities in Pretoria were give the area to the ëindependent homeland of KwaNbele. 
Thus at a stroke 5, 000 residents will lose their nationality. 
 
As the Department of Trade produce figures that indicate that firms with outlets in 
South Africa, are not abiding by the EECís Code of Conduct when it comes to paying 
adequate wages. As of this date 1, 900 people employed are being paid less than the 
agreed figure. In 1984 the figure was 1, 400. 
 
Highlighted is the Pritchard Services Group who provide security and cleaning staff. 
This company was found to be paying as little £18 per week. Security guards work a 
72 hour week receiving this stated amount. In total there are 690 guards and 500 of 
them are paid less than EEC minimum of £21. The company also employs 1, 210 
cleaners and only 210 receive above the poverty line payment of £24. In its defence 
Pritchards indicate that only 165 of the 1, 926 of its employees exist on the 
recommended minimum. 
 
Serious thought is being given to an idea that the mass of events that are occurring in 
the countries townships, blamed on the guerilla forces of the ANC, herald a military 
onslaught of the type that led ultimately to the overthrow of the white rule in 
Rhodesia. It is noted that the first attacks in its civil war were carried out with their 
assistance. 
 
This time round, even though, in the recent past a Transvaal white and his wife were 
killed and their shop burnt out, Pretoria is much better protective of its white cities 
and towns. More importantly the countries surrounding the apartheid state have been 
frightened! forced to go along with the notion that to provide facilities for the 



liberation forces will rebound on their governments. The most high profile of these 
coercions is the signing of the Nkomat Accord with Mozambique. Other initiatives 
have seen the seen bases and borders closed to the ANC in Swaziland, Lesotho, 
Zimbabwe and Botswana. 



APRIL 1985 
 
 
Mon 1 
 
More rioting, in the Eastern Cape over the last 48 hours, has seen the total number of 
deaths rise in the troubled townships over the last ten days, rise to 38. The latest 
incidents happened near Port Elizabeth where police fired tear gas and shotgun pellets 
as rioters stoned the security forces. One resident was seen returning a smoking tear 
gas canister back towards police lines. 
 
Tues 2 
 
The one man inquiry team that is Judge Kammemeyer who is trying to unfold the 
events that happened in Langa township (qv) has heard from Lieutenant J Fouche who 
was in command on the day. Questioned by a lawyer working for the victims relatives 
admitted that he had given the orders that saw the crowd fired upon. The officer went 
so far as to say that the minister of law and order, Louis le Grange had given was 
untrue. There were no petrol bombs thrown. 
 
The incident that initiated his ëto fire oderí was the act of a women, at the front of the 
crowd picking up a stone and threw it at a police vehicle. His order to fire was given. 
This was then followed by other members of the mob following along the same lines. 
 
Following questioning, by one who is acting for the families for the dead, it can be 
seen that the minister did not tell the truth over the claim that the lead mourner was 
not carrying a brick neither were the mourners able to surround the police vehicles 
and there was no crowd singing, no mass stoning and no petrol bomb attacks. 
 
Defending the reputation of le Grange his representative produced, as evidence, a note 
book allegedly carried by the lead mourner. On its pages were written Rastafarian 
slogans and poems alluding to Bob Marley. Some of the quotes were read out - 
ìAfrica for the Africansî; ìAfrica our fatherland, we shall fight for youî : ìThe Lion of 
Judah will one day break the chains of oppression.î 
 
Troops have also been deployed in black residential areas of Kimberly in the Northern 
Cape. In the Orange Free State town of Kroonstad youths have petrol bombed at a 
government office. Fortunately it did not start a fire. However the crowd did manage 
to overturn a government vehicle and drive another into a building. 
 
Americaís urgency to settle the Angolan : Cuban/ Namibian problem or quit such a 
peace envoy role in southern Africa faces a new challenge from Pretoria surrogate in 
South West Africa. Initiated by the Multi Party Conference would see a ëtransitional 
government of national unityí in place within the next four weeks. It would therefore 
sideline any efforts made to implement UN Resolution 435. 
 
This plan, drawn up over a period of 10 weeks and heralded in Bothaís opening 
speech to parliament on 31/1 would see a new administration taking on all the 
responsibilities of the current administrator general, W van Niekerk, except for 
foreign relations, defence ad finance issues. There would be an eight member cabinet 



chosen from the eight political parties that constituted the Multi Party Conference and 
a national assembly of 62 members. A draft constitution would be put to the voters 
within three months. 
Sat 6 
 
The deputy minister of law and order has, A Vlok, has said that the effectiveness of 
the law and order measures can be improved if the countries three security forces 
were under a single command. This would involve the police, army and railway 
police working in close harmony so that ìlaw and order can be restored in areas 
affected and to maintain internal safety. 
 
Under the new plan the police would be to man road blocks, maintain cordons, 
provide protection and escort duties. They would be backed up by members of the 
Defence Force as and when required. They would not become in day to day policing 
activities. 
 
Thurs 4 
 
With a contract, signed between the Johannesburg based Edgley Aircraft Corporation 
and the British plane builder Optica, the Department of Trade and Industry is having 
second thoughts about granting an export license. Long in the planning, the first 
approaches were made in the early 1980ís, concerns were raised they the Anti 
Apartheid Movement that the sale would breach the United Nations sales embargo of 
military equipment to the country. In his reply Foreign minister Rifkind said the 
original contract had been cancelled. 
 
Led by by a delegation of high ranking clerics, led by Bishop Tutu, demonstrators 
marched from the Anglican cathedral in the centre of Johannesburg to the cities main 
police station in John Vorster Square. The aim of the protest was to highlight the 
continued detention, held since 10/84, of the Reverend G Moselane rector of 
Sharpville. No arrests were made by the police of the 40 strong marchers although all 
their names were taken. 
 
South Aficaís Institute of Race Relations put the death toll from political violence has 
exceeded 100 up to this time. 
 
Leader Comment To late to cover up even from the judicial inquiry has ìdemonstrated 
that the police opened fire without provocation on the procession of mourners on their 
way to a funeral ; and the statement made immediately after the bloodbath  .... was a 
piece of fiction.î 
 
President Botha, knowing that such a massacre of the black majority would bring 
internal, and of more concern international, condemnation sets up the Kannemeyer 
inquiry. All credit would be offered for such a chosen path, if we were not dealing 
with the affairs of the Apartheid state as ìthere has been inquiries into other atrocities 
which have thrown up incontrovertible evidence of police brutality, even against the 
ill concealed wishes of more biddable investigators ... one example is the Steve Biko 
inquest.î 
 



ìMr Botha has also said since Langa that he remains committed to reform. But so long 
as a mere lieutenant of police feels free to shoot to kill in response to the throwing of 
a single stone, there will be no reform worthy of the name.î 
 
 
Sun 7 
 
The police, in the Langa township, had - evidence has been given to the judicial 
inquiry - been given certain abnormal for a riot situation control orders, that could 
lead to the sacking of police minister Louis le Grange. 
 
Six weeks before the event, on 21/3, they were given permission to switch from light 
to heavy gauge bird shot and fire 9mm ammunition from their service revolvers at 
ëselected targets properly identified.í On 14/3 tear gas, rubber bullet and bird shot 
stores were withdrawn from Uitinage police station. Its replacement was semi 
automatic assault rifles and extra heavy shotgun cartridges which, as the inquiry was 
shown, were able to blast a hole through heavy sheet metal. On 19/3 orders were 
received from Pretoria, and therefore with the knowledge of le Grange, that it was 
right to eliminate ëanyone seen throwing an acid or petrol bomb. 
 
Such is the interest of the Langa residents that a large crowd gathers outside only a 50 
seat venue that is the Uitinage court room where Justice D Kammemeyer sits high 
above events. Those outside eager to attend are chosen by themselves. At the end of 
each day the few report back to the many waiting patiently in the white town 25 miles 
north of Port Elizabeth. 
 
President K Kaunda of Zambia fears that the forces of the apartheid regime are about 
to mount a military attack on his country. South Africaís chief grievance with the 
former British colony is that the capital, Lusaka, is home to the headquarters of the 
exiled ANC. 
 
In an appeal to the super powers the president called on both the USA and the Soviets 
to work together to force Pretoria to make changes that will improve the lives of the 
majority population. The attitude, and decisions made, by the British government also 
caused the president some concern. Chiefly  London wants to preserve its export 
markets in Africa. South Africa is its largest on the continent.  Another fear was for 
his own countries economy. This he blamed on the International Monetary Funds 
attitude which he labeled ëunhelpful.í 
 
The country awaits an IMF visit where there is a fear that a currency devaluation is 
demanded before any much needed foreign exchange if made available. Such a move 
will cause the price of basic foods in the country to rise out of the price range of many 
of Zambians. 
 
Mon 8 
 
A crowd of about three million members of the South African Zion Christian Church 
gathered, for their Easter pilgrimage, at Mount Maria in the Northern Transvaal where 
they were addressed by president Botha. His main message was that as the state is a 
community of many peoples ìwe must be winner together or we will all be losers.î 



 
In the eyes of ëthose that knowí the presidents appeal, made on the Mount at the 
invitation of Bishop Lekganyane, indicated that Bothaís message was an invitation to 
all the countries racial groups to work together and a warning to groups - mainly the 
ANC - working towards the overthrow of the Pretoria regime. 
 
Tues 9 
 
A fraud trial in the Greek capital Athens, that lasted almost three weeks, has seen the 
conviction of a number of persons who were in the process of delivering a large 
amount of oil from the Middle East to the oil embargoed South African government 
thus making a vast profit on the ëblack goldí that was the property of the Royal Dutch 
Shell company 
 
The case centred on the fate of the SS Salem which sank of the coast of Senegal in 
1/82 after selling 180, 000 tons of its 193, 000 of Kuwait crude to South Africaís state 
oil company. 
The prosecution said that in order to cover up the discrepancy in the amount of fuel 
now carried and to claim the insurance the Salem was scuttled with benefits going 
also to the ship owner, F Souden, a Lebanese /American who is already in an 
American jail awaiting sentence on a second SS Salem case. 
 
At the recent UDFís annual national congress an agreement was reached that would 
see more of the decision making process would be in the hands of the black majority 
population and also the group be at the centre of the struggle against apartheid. 
 
With many of the smaller black unions affiliated to the ëbroad church organisationí 
that opposes apartheid there is a need for South Africaís two largest workers 
organisations to identify with the UDF. So far, while the South African Federation of 
Trade Unions and the Council of Unions of South Africa, remain non affiliates they 
share and participate in many of the activities of this broad church. 
 
Away at a meeting, in the USA, of the International Federation of Free Trade Unions, 
Britainís leading union activist - N Willis general secretary of the TUC - has called on 
the employers of 10 British firms who invest employees pension contributions in 
firms that invest in South African companies to comply with Department of Trade and 
Industries call to file reports under the EEC code of conduct in relation to the wages 
paid to company employees in South Africa. 
 
Named as culprits are the tobacco company Gallaher and the leisure company 
Trusthouse Forte, C J Clarke, Grundy [Teddington] Group; Hall Engineering; Marley; 
Rousell Laboratories; Sun Alliance; Seiber; London Insurance and Union 
International. 
 
Failure to comply to this request will see pressure being put on the pension fund 
managers to reinvest monies in companies that do not have links with the apartheid 
state. 
 
As to other issues attended to at the IFFTU meeting in Washington there was only one 
item on the agenda. That is to consider world wide union action against the South 



African regime. Their first aim is to stop the international business community 
investing in the country. 
 
Wed 10 
 
Arrested and detained since 10/84 and subject of a cleric led march from 
Johannesburgís Cathedral by Bishop Tutu (qv 4/4)  Father G Moselne will stand trial 
charged with treason ìwithin two or three weeksî according to the Attorney General of 
the Transvaal. The bishop will join 16 to 20 others from the region all who face the 
same charge. 
 
As the Langa judicial inquiry continues the most senior witness yet Lt Colonel F 
Pretorius has begun giving his evidence. Intelligence indicated that blacks, near the 
town of Uitinage, firstly had the intention attacking those members of the black 
community who were seen as collaborators with the state. Then the crowds anger 
would be turned onto the police who ëwould be driven out of the township.í 
 
The witness, the regional police commander, implied that the previous police witness, 
who was in charge ëon the groundí should have made sure that those under his 
command were equipped with a full complement of riot gear. There were no 
questions, to those higher up the chain of command why only rifles and live 
ammunition were issued. 
 
With the prospect of a sport tour, by New Zealand Rugby Football Union team the 
police have assured officials that full protection will be guaranteed for the duration of 
any visit. The tour has seen the United Democratic Front promise mass 
demonstrations at matches and team hotels throughout their stay. 
 
 
In the London parliament it would seem that foreign office minister M Rifkind had 
said that members of the black community were opposed to economic sanctions being 
imposed by the international community. 
 
Now in London, following the UDFís national general council meeting (qv 9/4) 
executive member M Morobe rounded on the minister. Using the same speech, 
carefully drafted to avoid 20 years in jail for calling for such a trade ban,  he noted 
that ìwe believe that foreign investments do not benefit the oppressed and exploited 
people of South Africa, but bolster the apartheid government.î 
 
The former Soweto student leader and now UDF organiser for the rural areas named 
Britain as the foremost supporter of the Pretoria regime what with the possible export 
of Optica police helicopters and the profusion of British Land Rovers used by the 
police in the townships. 
 
Letter   M Barnet 2 Southern Road London N 2 with a free David Kitson, 
released in 1984 (qv 12/5) why has so little of his time been spent fighting for the 
cause that he spent so much time in a South African jail? 
 
Fri 12 
 



London based South African ambassador, D Worrel, has provoked a storm of protest 
in Northern Ireland as a three day visit is on the cards. Claims that the Belfast 
government office had helped organise the event, deemed as a private visit, were 
denied. Many of the political parties in the province - Alliance, SDLP and members of 
the Sinn Fein - refused to meet him. 
 
There were tow political parties, the Democratic Union Party led by the Reverend I 
Pailsly and another clerical politician M Smyth of the Official Unionists who were 
willing to join the visitor in talks. It is thought that all three persons would be 
discussing economic links between the two countries. 
 
In the mind of the Sinn Fein leader all the ambassador was here to do was understand 
the legislation, put in place against those opposed to rule from London, and try and 
adopt it to the situation in his home country. 
 
As the Langa judicial inquiry continues it is those on the receiving end of the police 
bullets to give evidence. First up was K Bukwa aged 15. He told Judge Kannemyer 
that he was riding his bike ahead of the main mass of mourners. Directed between to 
Casper vehicles, rather than his intended rout round them, he was shot by a policeman 
as he rode past while giving two black power clenched fist salutes. There was no 
warning about the coming shot or for the crowd to disperse. 
 
A second witness E Tembani aged 48 told how he had seen the boy being shot and 
herd police comments that the wounded should be ëfinished offíso they ëmight make 
it plain [what happened] later. It was also said, by the witness, that he played dead to 
avoid being ëfinished off.í Also stones were thrown around the scene to imply that 
they had been used as missiles during the confrontation. Elements of the police, 
Uitinage station commander, Major G Kuhn, accused his district commander Lt 
Colonel F Pretorious  of lying over how the police were to be armed on that day. The 
station commander once again reiterated that only heavy shotgun cartridges and rifles 
were available. To say anything else was a ìblatant lie.î 
 
Sun 14 
 
The mass funeral of victims of the shooting, by police in the Langa township, saw 29 
coffins lined up before a crowd of at least 60, 000 mourners in the soccer stadium in 
Kwanbuhule. With a belief that those that died were 43 in number claims that the 
police were holding back on releasing the dead were rife. 
 
As with all funerals, where death came at the hands of the authorities, ANC colours 
dominated both the flags draped over the coffins and from the speeches of those 
attending were draped in the yellow, gold and black that define the liberation 
movement. 
 
Police tactics at this time were so much different from the last mass confrontation 
between mourners and police. On 21/3 there was confrontation and death. Having 
learned their lesson security for this event the security forces, police and army units, 
were kept well back and there was only a police presence at strategic points. 
 



The message of Bishop Tutu and the likes of A Boersak, the Coloured president of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, was a plea of patience in the struggle for 
change. ìDonít undermine our wonderful cause. Donít give our enemies the 
opportunities to rejoice by using their methods which they use against usî were the 
words of the senior cleric in Johannesburg. 
 
Initiated, by a shop assistant refusing to sell South African grown fruit and thus being 
suspended from her job as a cash till operator has led to the Irish supermarket worker 
and 10 of her  colleagues mounting a picket outside the companies store in Dublin. 
They have been there every day since 7/84. 
 
As a member of the Distributive and Allied Trades Union Ms Mann and her fellow 
strikers are existing on the £21 weekly strike pay and agree they did not know the 
meaning of the word apartheid at the start of heir campaign. Addressing the annual 
conference, in the town of Sligo, she now says ìwe wouldnít go back now even if the 
union told us to, unless we won on the basic principals.î 
 
In the wider supermarket world a major Irish supermarket chain has indicated that it 
will cease selling wines and sherries and a second will see that there is an alternative 
to South African produce on the shelves thus leaving it up to customer choice 
 
Elen Kuzwayo an indomitable spirit of black South Africa. A fighter for womenís 
rights and a community worker in Soweto who was jailed in 1977 has just come to the 
end of writing her auto biography. Call Me Women published 18/4 by Womenís Press  
@ £5.95 pp £ 11.95 HB 
 
Mon 15 
 
 The four hour funeral gathering for the dead, following the massacre in the Langa 
township was watched from afar by three light aircraft overhead to watched the 50, 
000 mourners. Chief mourner was F Kobese, the Uitinage chairman of the United 
Democratic Front who had lost a family member after an arson attack on his home in 
12/84. 
 
A report, compiled by members of all three chambers of parliament, will be put before 
the parliament with the recommendation that the law that bans inter racial marriage 
sex and mixed marriages be abolished. Critics of the participation of the Indian and 
Coloured houses have been outflanked as now these legislative bodies can take the 
credit for making another breach in the wall of apartheid. 
 
Rioting occurred, over the last 48 hours, in the townships in the Eastern Cape - 7 die - 
and many arrests were made as the police used pistols and shotguns to quell the 
rioters. Many townships in the Cape, Transvaal and Orange Free provinces saw 
crowds of 2, 000 or more rioting as police came under stone and petrol bomb attack. 
 
Tues 16 
 
Freedom the marry across the race barrier will be possibly by the end of 12/85 it has 
been announced in the whites only chamber of parliament. The promise came from 
the minister of home affairs, F W de Klerk. Addressing the members of the House of 



Assembly, where only the right wing Conservative Party oppose this move, de Klerk 
said ìfor many years this legislation was probably the most contentious on the South 
African statute book ... the government is convinced that the relevant measures can 
and should be repealed.î 
 
As the members of the Multi Party Conference, the seen to be de facto administration 
in Angola, resumes its deliberations the South African foreign minister Pik Botha has 
said that all his troops will be out of the country within 7 days. This imminent 
withdrawal of combat troops comes hard on the heels of a call from the internationally 
composed Western Contact Group that the worldís governments would not stand for 
any settlement plan that did not follow the UNís preferred plan. 
 
With the repeal of the Mixed Marriages and Immorality Acts there will be non of the 
police actions, to ferret out these illegal couplings, that saw between 1974 and 1982 
approximatly 2, 000 prosecutions of these 1, 586 were convicted. Even 12 months ago 
160 persons fell foul of section 16 of the Immorality Act.  Not only convictions were 
suffered. For a number of people, mainly whites, the shame of being found out led to 
their suicide. Over the last 20 years 16 whites died by their own hand. 
 
Wed 17 
 
The American secretary of state, G Shultz, when speaking to the National Press Club 
warned that moves to isolate  - through sanctions - the regime in Pretoria would do 
more harm than good to the lives of the black majority population. Constructive 
engagement, the policy favoured by president Regan, was the best way forward. As 
for cutting ties with Pretoria, this would be no more effective than cutting ties with 
Angola or Mozambique because of their Marxist governments. It would not be 
helpful. 
 
The use of violence in the townships, by either the authorities or those trying to 
change the system it was said that ìit was clearly a setbackî in attempt to change the 
governments attitude to the masses. ìThere is no excuse for official violence against 
peaceful demonstrators and the there must be measures put in place to see that confine 
the police or army to act wit as much restraint as possible when dealing with 
disturbances 
Angola is to join, and the last black independent country to do so, the Lome 
Convention. The 65 member countries of the African Caribbean and Pacific region 
has a special relationship with the EEC when it comes to trade between the member 
states of both bodies. In effect the ACP states receive ëspecial rateeí when importing 
or exporting to Europe. 
 
Leader Comment Still plenty of room for progress hard on the heels of the 
international outcry following the Uitenege police killings and a presidents statement 
ìhe was determined to persist with his domestic reform programmeî was measure of 
such magnitude that it rivalled the announcement of a troop withdrawal from Angola - 
seen ìas a first positive step in the foreign relations field since last years peace 
offensive in southern Africa.î 
 



ìThe impartial application of the rule of law to, as well as by, the state is the same 
question of genuine reform. Let him repeal the Internal Security Act if he wants to 
make a real impression. 
 
Letter   B Adams 22 Loftus Road London W 12 ex pat questions provides 
points missed. The need for sanction which will hurt all groups but more so the 
materialistic whites. Overthrow of the system will come with both  internal - uprisings 
in the townships - and externally through trade restrictions. 
 
Thurs 18 
 
The Multi Party Conference that will oversee and regulate elections in Namibia have 
the ëgreen lightí at this moment in time. However president Bothaís statement to 
parliament indicated that Pretoria would continue with its stated obligations of 
negotiating away the Cuban forces in Angola, as per the United Nations plan, South 
Africa would not ìact in a manor irreconcilable with the international settlement plan.î 
 
Detailing the workings, of any newly elected government, it was noted that all pieces 
of legislation passed in Windhoek, the capital, would have to be approved by van 
Nierkerk in his role as administer general. 
 
The mood in London over the proposed settlement, expressed by minister for African 
affairs M, Riftkind, was that any such government formed outside the UNís resolution 
435 would not be granted international recognition. 
 
Letters  [1] Professor E Harris High Wray House Ambleside plea for pressure 
to end apartheid to include external pressure - sanctions - as part of the internal 
pressure so evident as of this time in South Africa. 
 
  [2] G Kirby 30 Pencisely Crescent Cardiff effective sanctions will end 
the apartheid system. 
 
Not withstanding the threat to their participation in the 1986 Commonwealth Games, 
the New Zealand Rugby Union will tour in the apartheid state over the coming 
months. They will breach the spirit of the Gleneagles Agreement which is an 
understanding that all signatory governments will do all they can to persuade of no 
sporting contact with the country. 
 
Reaction to the ësport above politicsí cause came from the New Zealand prime 
minister, speaking through his deputy, who said it was a day of shame for the New 
Zealand Rugby Football Union. The Commonwealth secretary general, Sridath 
Ramphal warned of the price ahead that sports will pay for ìtheir shameful decision to 
go ahead with the tour.î 
 
Fri 19 
 
In what may be the first incident of its kind in recent times a white vehicle driver was 
pulled out and doused in petrol by an angry crowd of blacks. The unnamed man, and 
his passenger - who escaped - were driving through the white area of Uitenage, wen 
the incident occurred. 



 
As the death toll as a whole, for the region of Eastern Cape the bodies of two blacks 
aged 17 and 22 were discovered in a Port Elizabeth black township. 
 
Evidence to the judicial inquiry into the Langa township killings has been given by a 
district surgeon, who carried out a number of post mortems on the victims. Already 
established is the fact that many persons were shot in the back. However under cross 
examination, by council for the administration, it was stated that these wounds may 
not have been the fatal wounds. 
 
Evidence given said that shotgun pellets were found in victims lungs, liver, stomach 
and spleen. Ambulance records indicated that arrival times of the ambulance service 
to the scene were some what different, in some cases by 20 minuets, when logged by 
the vehicle as there actual time of arrival. This delay, according to driver P D 
Lombard was due to waiting on the townships outskirts for a police escort. 
 
In what is noted as the first fatality of a township resident at the hands of a member of 
the military, that ëhonourí is taken by a 22 year old male from Langa township who 
was part of an 800 strong crowd who were throwing stones at the police. 
 
The European parliament, sitting in Strasbourg has voted for tough economic 
sanctions to be imposed on South Africa. The MEPís also voted for an end to 
investment, sporting, cultural to be cut and commercial contracts to be phased out. 
The motion was sponsored by the Labour deputy leader A Lomas who called for an 
end to pious attitudes and called instead for action. In London M Rifkind the minister 
for African affairs said that such a low vote in favour, 63:40, did not - in his view - 
represent the true view of the parliament.  The minister still felt that sanctions would 
ëhurt blacks more than whites in South Africa. That is why black opinion is divided.í 
 
One of the countries industrialists, H Oppenheimer, speaking during a visit to London 
has said that he thinks that within five years the apartheid system will have run its 
course and there will be one man one vote elections in South Africa. 
 
The present system is ìcracking upî there must be talks with ìauthentic leaders of the 
blacks.î By this it is felt that the man to talk to was Nelson Mandela either while he 
was still inside or released from jail. Previously, speaking to the members of the South 
Africa Club, an attack was made on the countries hated Pass laws -  ìAll South 
Africans, regardless of colour, should be able to move freely about their country ... 
free from restrictions based on racial considerations.î 
 
Such is the anger, both in New Zealand and the outer world, of the proposed All 
Blacks tour of the apartheid state that there are hints that the countries president, D 
Lange, not only supports those who protest peacefully against the RFUís decision he 
may also join a protest march due on 3/5. 
 
In New Delhi talks have begun on possible action over Pretoriaís sporting ties with 
New Zealand and Australia said a spokesman for the banned African National 
Council. 
 
Sat 20 



 
Hard on the heels of the Botha promise that will see the demise of the Mixed 
Marriages Act a further tenant of apartheid could be on the way out. For such a long 
time government has been designating blacks settled land as belonging to the adjacent 
whites. As these unwanteds were moved onto locations associated with ëindependent 
homelandsí South African nationality was forfeited. It is this automatic loss of 
citizenship that could end. 
 
A second initiative would allow some 4 million blacks  to own freehold property 
outside the homelands was welcomed by Joyce Harris a vice president of the Black 
Sash organisation. As the spokesman official of the anti apartheid group she was less 
than impressed with the art of the presidents statement that dealt with the citizen issue 
- they had no real value but at last the authorities were comprehending that the rights 
of the majority were a problem. 
 
The Kannemeyer judicial inquiry into the Langa township massacre (qv) has heard 
more evidence from ambulance operatives. They told the inquiry of the callous and 
racist remarks regarding the dead and wounded they had overheard being made by the 
police at the scene of the mass killings. 
 
As to whether all the dead had been accounted for a list compiled, by local politician 
M Blackburn a PFP regional councillor, handed in a list containing 23 names of 
people not yet accounted for. There were incidents, when ambulance crew were 
giving evidence, that they were interrupted and ridiculed his testimony 
 
The president has accused the United Democratic Front of being an extension of the 
African National Congress and the banned South African Communist Party. The 
statement, made in parliament, is meant as a warning to this country wide broadly 
based anti apartheid organisation. 
 
As members of the Non aligned Movement, met in the Indian capital to celebrate the 
25 years of Swapoís movements existence, there were calls for the UNís Security 
Council to come together and place sanctions on Pretoria for refusing to grant 
Namibia its independence. 
 
As chairman Ranjiv Gandhi told the opening session that the world should not sit by 
and watch events in South West Africa who, by their actions, were challenging the 
authority and the credibility of the security council as its own plan of 1976 was being 
brazenly flouted. A parallel of 100 foreign ministers, from the NAC, made a plea to 
the international community to condemn Pretoriaís plan for an ëinternal 
administrationí that would keep a right of veto in the hands of the apartheid state for 
any important issues - defence finance et al. 
 
Sam Njoma, the leader of the South West Peoples Organisation, called at the very 
least an oil embargo on the country. His speech also had an element of criticism for 
the governments of Britain and the USA as he saw both countries actively colluding 
with apartheid. 
 
A letter written by the prime minister of New Zealand to fellow leaders of 
Commonwealth countries will express his opposition to the national RFU team going 



to South Africa. He will also note that it is not in his power to stop them leaving the 
country to do so. Amid growing anger sponsorship, to the tune of $120, 000 may be 
lost from the NZ Apple and Pear Marketing Board, Thorn EMI and Mc Donalds will 
stop sponsoring schoolboy rugby grants. In the countryside rugby grounds have been 
attacked and goal posts sawn through in a show of peoples anger. 
Leader Comment When the stalling over Namibia has to stop even as the West, the 
Non Aligned Movement and the Organisation of African Unity are reminded ìof the 
unpleasant but inescapable fact .. it controls Namibia and holds all the strongest cards 
in the prolonged poker game of the future ... it leaves very littleî for those mentioned 
above to do the get South Africa out of Namibia. 
 
ìThere is no precedent in international law for the use of sanctions against a state 
because of its political system but they have long been recognised as a legitimate 
weapon against illegal colonisation.î 
 
Letters  [1] D Bradshaw 42 Cricket Road Oxford playing rugby for a small 
nation gives credence to that countries world standing so says ex pat. 
 
  [2] G Cohen London NW 3 the nature of a totalitarian state. 
 
Sun 21 
 
The accumulating evidence, being given to the judicial inquiry into the massacre in 
Langa township (qv), seems to point to police being given the orders of a shoot to kill 
policy towards any trouble makers that tried to inflame the mourners as they faced 
confrontation with the security forces. 
 
Among doctors who examined victims, of the police bullets and shotgun pellets, were 
DRs Lane and Tucker who were ëprincipalsí during the medical examination of the 
dead Steve Biko in 1977. Such was the anger at their treatment of the Black 
Consciousness Movementís that, via a supreme court order, the countries Medical and 
Dental Council has been ordered to hold a second inquiry into Lane and Tuckers 
conduct into their conduct. This will now take place in 7/85. 
 
Leader Comment Mr Bothaís bogus face lift with a president who on the one hand 
removes one of the tennents of apartheid rule (qv 16/4) and on the other pushes 
further an internal settlement in Namibia - not the international communities option - 
it is very hard to comprehend such a mind. 
 
ìIt realises apartheid has become untenable, and must be changed, but it cannot 
contemplate black majority rule. It wants to share power with the blacks yet retain 
control in Afrikaner hands .... win approval of the world yet retain the power base of 
its deeply conservative and xenophobic Afrikaner power base. ....In essentials, South 
Africa continues much as always. It will need to resort to more than cosmetic surgery 
if it is ever to find a cure for its schizophrenia. 
 
Leading industrialist and businessman Harry Oppenheimer aged 76 (qv 19/4) a long 
time critic of apartheid believes violence and international sanctions against his 
country are not the rout to take to the just and multi racial society he would like to 
see. 



 
Mon 22 
 
Intra tribal warfare broke out at the President Styn gold mine near the city of Welkom 
in the Orange Free State. In the troubles at the mine, 125 miles southwest of 
Johannesburg, 7, 200 miners from the Xhosa and Basuto ethnic groups clashed. Eight 
died on site and 2 later in hospital from their wounds. Basutho miners are migrant 
workers from the kingdom of Lesotho while the Xhosa originate from South Africaís 
Cape Province.  In a second incident a mother and child died, in the Eastern Cape 
township of Bontrug as a rioting mob set the family shack on fire. Two other children, 
aged six and seven, were rescued from the flames and taken to hospital. 
 
Some who have welcomed the presidents invitation to discuss his plan to allow 
ëhomlandí residents to keep their South African nationality and discuss ways to meet 
the political aspirations of the black majority have agreed to join his committee. One 
such is Dr F van Zyl Slabbert leader of the Progressive Federal Party in the white 
chamber of parliament. A noted absence on the committee is the leader of the 
Conservative Party, A Treurnicht, who with his ultra right wing views very mush 
follows the ideal of ëbase line apartheidí formulated by former prime minister 
Verwoerd. 
 
Surely the greatest push towards this present position is that the president has noted 
the failure, in recent times, of his long term plan of a confederation of states has been 
two setbacks. One is the collapse of idea that black councils could run their own 
townships At this present time 150 councillors have died and of the 34 councils 
introduced in 1983 only 6 are still functioning 
 
The second is that one of the largest homelands, KwaZulu Natal led by chief minister 
Chief Buthelezei refused to accept independence. With the countries largest number 
of blacks, 25% living with its borders, the chief minister of KwaZulu Natal will 
accept a federal plan on a non racial basis as in this way both black hopes and whites 
fears would be met. All would live in a strongly centralised state built on universal 
adult suffrage. 
 
Tues 23 
 
The latest councillors, from the number that had left office since 8/83, numbered nine 
and used to serve on the Somerset East Cookhouse community council in the Eastern 
Cape. Which itself had seen five councils disband since 1/85. 
 
The Kannemeyer inquiry into the police inspired massacre in the Langa township has 
taken more evidence about the supposed, in the words of the lawyer for the police, 
death of a two tear old Coloured boy.C Jansen said that evidence that the cause of 
death was from natural causes. Ambulance man J Berry said he had seen the childís 
body being taken by police into a hospital sluice room. 
 
Earlier, outside the court building in Uitenage, a 50 demonstrators were chased away 
by one, if the police version is correct, policeman as they all tried to gain entry into 
the hearing. Others reported that the protest was caused by a large police presence in 
Langa township and was forced away from the building by a number of police. 



 
Letters  [1] D Duke Camberwell Green London SE 5 the historical set up that 
leads to present day question ëhas Pretoria the legal right to rule on the future of a 
former British colonyí? 
 
  [2] D Howwel MP Labour Small Heath Birmingham duty and 
responsibility go hand in hand with assertion of rights in the field of politics and sport. 
 
Wed 24 
 
A denial that the United Democratic Front was the internal extension of the ANC, 
made following a statement by president Botha on 20/4, has led to three of its officials 
being detained by the security police. Those held were publicity secretary ëTerrorí 
Lekota, Popo Molefe general secretary and Moss Chikane an activist. They were 
detained under the Internal Security Act which allows for indefinite detention and 
solitary confinement. There would seem to be no specific charges the police had in 
mind rather the were just being held under ësecurity laws.íIt is assumed that these 
detentions are related to the many more that have seen many Vaal Triangle detainees 
charged with treason and are also members of the UDF. 
 
The three ambulance men who gave evidence at the township massacre inquest have 
been suspended by their management from their government jobs on the grounds that 
the men, two whites and one black, had given false statements at the inquest. 
Defending the rights of wittnesses Judge Kannemeyer said that there was no more 
ambulance operatives would now ìtestify freely if they were going to be judged by 
their seniors.î 
 
Thurs 25 
 
Vaal Triangle townships, Alexandria and Soweto were engulfed in rioting residents 
and clashes with the police. There was no apparent cause as far as the police could 
discern. A possible reason given as students made two demands - the need for the 
security forces to release from detention one of their colleagues detained without 
charge. There second demand was for all troops and police to leave the townships. 
 
Republican senators in the USA have flouted the Regan ruling of being against 
placing sanctions against South Africa. The proposed piece of legislation, from R 
Lugar of the Senate foreign relations committee, calls for the measure - to be 
implemented within 2 years - as a protest against racial segregation. Many other 
Senate members, Republican majority leader B Dole and party representatives from 
Maryland and Kansas who are members of the SFRC, quickly signed up to sponsor 
the bill. 
 
Bringing alive, once again, the spirit of the Nkomat Accord Pretoria and Maputo are 
to a joint border post only a few miles from the river saw both countries sign on the 
dotted line in 3/84. Many times since then the Accord has been on the verge of 
collapse, as Pretoria seems to find it impossible to reign in the forces of 
Mozambiqueís rebel MNR. 
 



Determined to keep white farmers on land within five miles of the countries borders 
with Botswana and Zimbabwe as a ëdesignated areaí are paid to do so. A new law has 
now increased this designated area to a distance of 30 miles from the border. However 
it is possible that not to live and work the land close to the border will cost relatively 
more than the £2, 100/ R5, 000 or five years in jail 
 
Fri 26 
 
All told before the legislative bodies in Washington are more that 30 Bills before 
Congress that will have some impact on the people of South Africa. One sent by 
supporters of the president. Only beginning its passage in recent times its aim is to 
buy president Botha more time to ëmake significant progress towards dismantling 
apartheid.í 
 
By the cut off date of 3/87 Pretoria will be expected to have made progress in 
removing laws that restrict the movement of blacks, allow unrestricted labour unions 
for blacks and an end to the migrant labour unions. Failure of this progress plan will 
see president choosing one of four sanction options - ban on commercial 
investment ..., bank loans, importing of Krugerands or the sale of computers to the 
apartheid state. 
 
Troops were out on the streets of Alexandria and several other townships in the 
province as the police release death figures - 300 - lives lost in the last 14 months. 
 
The black mining union, the National Union of Mineworkers, has announced its first 
legal dispute with 220, gold miners working for the Anglo American and Gold Fields 
of South Africa companies who have in total 220, 000 miners on their books. 
 
The leader of the African National Congress in exile Oliver Tambo is in the USA. His 
dual aim is to drum up support for his movements aims to overthrow the regime in 
Pretoria and explain why he will not talk to the Pretoria government until certain 
measures are addressed by the Botha regime. His second objective is to thank the 
mass support, shown by politicians, and ordinary citizens of America, during their 
mass picketing of the South African embassy in Washington and consulate buildings 
across the nation. 
 
Letter   S Govier Namibian Information Service London SE 1 the role of the 
Administrator General is one that will only ërubber stampí legislation passed by the 
countries MPC government. He will not have the power of veto and the post would 
have been created under the UNís Resolution 435 settlement so favoured by the 
international community. 
 
Sat 27 
 
A resident of one of the townships in the Vaal Triangle, who has been searching for 
her grandson for a number of months, claims to have seen a photo of her dead relative 
among shots taken by police of the dead after the 1984 violence in the region. Police 
authorities deny that the boy Mr Korotosan, is even being held in police detention. 
 



In a regional police station, and having made a photo identification of her son the 
police were adamant that the person identified was not her relative, even that grandma 
ad overheard the police saying that it was, a signed statement was wanted of the 
acceptance of the fact. This was not forthcoming. 
 
The Finnish cooperative, EKA one of the countries largest businesses, said that it will 
stop importing goods from the apartheid state in a protest against Pretoriaís repressive 
policies. 
 
Rebel MNR forces have penetrated as close 20 miles to Mozambiques capital. In the 
attack on Beluluane. In the attack two part time militia and a soldier were killed, with 
the rest of the dead, 37, being civilians. In the attack a government spokesman said 
that the rebels used machine guns, bazookas and knives. 
 
Queen Ntombi, the Swazi head of state, in fear of ëthe dark cloud of misfortuneí that 
hangs over the country has ordered a Swazis to fast for three days. Reporting on the 
monarchical edict Radio Swaziland said that the Queen orders that babies not br 
breast fed and cattle not to be released to fed. 
 
Letter   D J Cole Winton House School St Lenardís on Sea East Sussex the act 
of integrating sport, from the school level upwards, will see the end of apartheid for 
sure. 
 
Trustees of British company pension funds, that play such an important part in 
propping up the regime in Pretoria have taken note of the recent plea of the TUCís 
general secretary when he called for rethink as to where company pensions finances 
are placed. 
One of the countries largest providers of workers pensions, a fund worth £900m, 
managed by trustees working for the Greater London Council, have been required to 
begin divesting of shares of companies that wort with/for the Pretoria regime. 
Companies affected include the mining conglomerate Rio Tinto Zinc which as £4 
million from the pension fund to provide its capital. 
 
Sun 28 
 
With few friends in black Africa Pretoria has been able to exploit early 1980ís 
contracts with the repressive government of Somalia to provide an outlet for its 
manufacturing industries. Probably the most lucrative contracts involved the overhaul 
and resuply the 60, 000 strong force armed forces. In return Pretoria were granted 
overfly and landing rights for their aircraft. 
 
The last publication day, 30/4, of the Rand Daily Mail is seen as the day the 
government achieves one of its aim to bring the print media into line with the 
preferred policy of the government. Recently its success in opening out the actions of 
the police and military at the Langa massacre on 21/3 and its vindication of being 
correct in its claims - as seen from evidence given to the Kanneymer judicial inquiry - 
is only one of the stands against the apartheid system that the authorities objected to. 
 



As mourners buried 26 victims of the unrest in five townships of the Eastern Cape 
police stood by at the two funerals in Uitinage and Port Elizabeth. They were under 
orders to stand and observe and only interfere if there was any serious trouble. 
 
Letter   D Woods, Surbiton Surry a vantage point of an outsider, even though 
born in the troubled land that is South Africa is not the same as being in the middle of 
the trouble of the conflict. 
 
Mon 29 
 
The actors union, Equity, is in uproar as it comes together at its annual conference to 
discuss links with South Africa. As head of the actors union, Derek Bond, and 
therefore chair of the debate will have to maintain order during the debate over this 
heated issue. This longtime actor, has at the age of 65, recently toured/ or about to 
tour with the J B Priestly play An Inspector Calls. 
 
During the debate, in which the president defended his actions - touring with a play 
that showed liberal ideals would win through - Bond spoke of his abhorrence of 
apartheid and his belief that an exchange of ideas, such as through the chosen authors 
writings was the way forward. 
 
From the floor and the speakers on stage he was attacked and there were many calls 
for him to resign his post. Sixteen persons spoke during the debate. Only one in 
support spoke up and he was howled down from the floor of the chamber. One of his 
detractors, former president Hugh Manning said ìyou have insulted our Afro - Asian 
members ... insulted the vast majority in South Africa who are victims of apartheid.î 
 
Gold miner, 13, 000 of them, who were sacked from the worldís largest mine in the 
last 48 hours as part of their call for better wages, have locked themselves in their 
hostels and are refusing to move. For their part mine security officials deny claim that 
they have used tear gas to try and force them out. 
 
Across the country other mines belonging to Anglo American Corporation have seen 
industrial action as part of the National Union of Mineworkers, the largest single 
unionised group of black workers, call for an improvement in working conditions and 
higher wages. Management at the Hartebestfontein Mine, on the Vaal Reef, sacked 2, 
000 miners on 27/4 and a further 200 within the last 48 hours. These sacking have 
been little noted in the townships as the press coverage was more focussed on their 
troubles with authority. 
 
An up an coming by election in the Orange Free State will give, say the analysts, into 
the amount of support the National Party government has among the white 
population. 
 
On the eve of publication of the last print run of the Rand Daily Mail a former editor 
R Gandar writes. ìAs is all to evident, the closure of the Mail is not just a domestic 
industry matter the outcome of a straight forward rivalry between competing groups. 
Not only is it a grievous blow to the strength and wellbeing of the English language 
press as a whole but it has profound implications for the countries internal politics on 
the one hand and its external relations on the other.î 



 
Tues 30 
 
The number of black miners, sacked by the Anglo American Corporation, has now 
risen to 14 400 on the Vaal Reef mines 95 miles south of Johannesburg. In addition 
the management of the Hartebeestfontein, Anglovaal, have dismissed another 3, 000. 
The managements of both the mines have been sending former workers back to the 
homelands from whence they came. 
 
In parliament the minister for law and order Louis le Grange indicates that 217 died in 
rioting between 9/84 - 22/3/85 and more than 10, 000 were arrested in this period. 
Damaged caused was put at £20m. Alternative figures - newspaper reports 312 over 9 
months SAIRR which seems to coincide with those from opposition MPís figures 
300+ over the same period. 
 
The pride of place for the front page of the last edition of the Rand Daily Mail went to 
an interview with President Machel of Mozambique. The main call from the president 
was to call for the white South Africans to end their obsession with race and ethnicity. 
The editorial space was left blank as a symbol of the papers disappearance . The 
cartoon - a tomb stone engraved ëRand Daily Mail born 1902 Killed in the line of 
duty 1985í 



MAY 1985 
 
 
Wed 1 
 
As the mining companies, on the Vaal Reef consider plans to begin rehiring some of 
those dismissed recently police has disclosed that an explosion at one of the mines, 
owned by the Anglo American Corporation, was caused by a Soviet made land mine. 
 
A statement, from mine management stipulates, that if many of the 14, 400 workers 
are too return the National Union of Mineworkers would have to make efforts to stop 
intimidation, violence and lawlessness in the mines.  In response the secretary general 
of the NUM, Cyril Ramahosa, noted that he was not aware of miners who were guilty 
of intimidation and violence. Any intimidation that preceded the dismissals came from 
officials. 
 
The issues for the white voters in the Orange Free Stateís Harrismith constituency by 
election are deemed to be the coming changes to the sex laws, unrest in the townships, 
the low price of maize in what is a mainly farming community. In a second test of 
voter loyalty, Newton Park near Port Elizabeth. 
 
Members of Leeds Chamber of Commerce, which represents 1, 500 Yorkshire 
companies, has plans to send a trade delegation to South Africa. The news was leaked 
at the Chambers annual gathering at a city centre hotel by a member of Leeds 
Council, J Cummings. 
 
Comments were made by the Chambers leader of Youth, Mr Mc Mahon that he 
himself objected to such a visit and should be stopped ìon moral grounds.î This 
intervention itself led to a second intervention when Chamber vice president J 
Bosmonworth who called these comments untimely and should be dealt with at 
another time. 
 
Thurs 2 
 
May Day celebrations took the form of chanting black trade unionists, singing 
freedom songs, being confronted by police clad in riot gear and their dogs - who 
unusually - let the mob pass, and this avoid a confrontation with the crowd. However 
in front of the US consulate, in Johannesburg, police made 14 arrests as the crowd 
gathered with placards denouncing American investment in the regime. Other, 
township, demonstrations occurred in Sebokeng and Bongweni in the Eastern Cape 
 
Even before the results of the by elections are known, the voting has been described 
as ësluggish,í president has moved to address the concerns of the maize farmers of the 
OFS as the minister of agriculture refuses to raise paid to farmers. 
 
The approval of the two House Foreign Affairs sub committees in Washington, has 
brought prospect of sanctions being imposed on Pretoria a step nearer, even as 
Republican members walked out in protest at such a move. With the prospect of 
barring private investment in South Africa or Namibia, a ban on exports of computers 
by US companies and the sale of Kruggerrands, is in sight. Other measures sought 



include eliminating racial qualifications for settling in a certain place and a freeing of 
all political prisoners. All of which must be reversed before the president would 
recinded the sanctions order. 
 
Failure to observe these guidelines would see companies fined up to $1m and 
individual violations would lead to a maximum fine of $50, 000 or imprisonment for 
5 years. 
 
The African National Congress said in Lusaka said that its guerillas were probably 
responsible for bomb attacks on buildings of two of South Africaís leading gold 
mining companies. The bomb blasts hit the Johannesburg headquarters of the Anglo 
American Corporation and Anglovaal, which at the weekend sacked 17, 000 black 
gold mine workers following weeks of industrial unrest. 
 
Bishop T Huddleston and a delegation from the Anti Apartheid Movement were 
unable to convince foreign secretary Howe that economic sanctions were the best way 
to bring Pretoria to the negotiating table as a way of ending South Africaís plans for 
Namibia.. Arguments used by the cleric and his fellow protesters was that it was 
against the spirit of the UN resolution 435. By going it alone Pretoria were ëthumbing 
its noseí at the international community and the Western Contact Group all of whom 
were trying to find a  peaceful solution to this impass. 
 
Fri 3 
 
With a vastly reduced majority? in Newton Park and just scrapping home in rural 
Harrismith the National Party have retained political control at this time of upheaval 
in the country. Much of the presumed support, in the Orange Free State, had drifted 
from the governments towards the more right wing Conservative party led by Dr A 
Treurnicht.  In the coastal area of Port Elizabethís Nerwton Park the NP were able to 
overcome a candidate from the Progressive federal Party which were the main 
contenders to oust the sitting member. 
 
More evidence of police lies were told to the judicial inquiry into the Langa massacre 
(qv). The lawyer acting for the families, W Tengove,  Whether the police evidence 
was correct was pivotal to the events hat followed he said. Bicycle boy M Bucwa up 
ahead of the walking mourners. Why was the boy not shot, was he even there? Was 
the leader carrying a petrol bomb as claimed? That is the crux of the case made by the 
police. Our contention is that the authorities conspired by telling untruths. 
 
Moves are continuing for the proposed Leeds Chamber of Commerceís trade 
delegation to Pretoria that caused a row at their annual dinner (qv 1/5). Travel dates of 
11.12/85 is the most likely start date. To stop such a trade mission, as was the want of 
Liberal councillor J Cummings, there would have to be written support from six 
members of the Chambers executive committee. The alternative would be to gain 
support of 20 members of the 1, 500 ordinary members. 
 
South Africa said yesterday that it would supply up to 10 million litres of disel fuel to 
Zambia which faces a fuel shortage because of problems with a pipeline from Dar es 
Salaam Tanzania. 
 



Sat 4 
 
Sixteen of the treason trialists, many from the United Democratic Front (qv), have 
been granted bail by a supreme court judge in Pietermaritzburg. Their lawyer pointed 
out that the length of the trial, an expected two years, would see his clients loose their 
freedom when they may be found not guilty at the end of the trial. 
 
An attempt, by Bishop Tutu to end feuding between supporters of the UDF and the 
rival Anzapo movements. Neither of the two organisations arrived at the Soweto 
venue to try and settle their differences. Anzapo claimed that the mass apartheid 
organisation refused to read out a message from its leader at the funerals of the 20 
dead following the Langa massacre. 
 
Sun 5 
 
Disregarding any concerns that Britain - with trade worth £2, 000m in 1984 - may 
have the 20 strong European Economic Community are pressing ahead with plans to 
impose sanctions on the apartheid state. The trading block, as having signed the Loam 
3 Convention, in 12/84, with the developing countries of Africa, Asia and the Pacific 
nations, are mandated to do so. A vote taken on 30/4 admitted Angola to this trading 
bloc. 
 
Such are the British split over this issue the countries of two representatives to the 
EEC one a former Labour MP refused to meet the South African ambassador to the 
EEC. the other Lord Cockfield a Conservative peer is wholly opposed to the idea of 
sanctions being imposed. 
 
 
By election results analysed - NP majority Harrismith only 247 from a constituency 
that since 1948 has always returned a government candidate.   
 
Mon 6 
 
Violence as two anti apartheid organisations, the UDF and Anzapo fought each other 
for dominance, in the township of Kwanobuhle in the Eastern Cape has resulted in a 
massive security operation by the police. On 4/5, as many as 1000, police moved in to 
try and regain control. The forces limited themselves to people control rather than a 
general crime sweep as occurred recently in other black residential areas. 
 
All told there were three people who lost their lives. Two were children of Anzapo 
member G Mayekiso who died wen their home was fire bombed. The third victim was 
a 27 year old male shot by the police. 
 
Tues 7 
 
The financially orientated Business Day - only in its fourth edition under its editor K 
Owen - has a new editor. According to the South African Association of Newspapers 
[SAAN] who cut of the life of the Rand Daily Mail management changes will see S 
Mullholland, an editor at the SAAN owned Financial Mail take on the same role at the 



new paper. The moves were made, said the directors ìto consolidate its financial 
publishing activities. 
 
Such is the economic slump hitting the white community the role of women in middle 
management are now feeling the pinch. Thereby joining the masses of black female 
workers who face the constant threat of sacking at the whim of management. 
 
 
Wed 8 ? 
 
Letter C J Fettenby Mount Gardens  Alwoodley Leeds is it right that the members of 
the Chamber of Commerce of our city should be the only ones to decide whether links 
will be tightened with South Africa? Bearing the Leeds name must entitle the people 
to have a say. 
The arrest, on 4/5 of the prominent trade union leader A Raditsela during a security 
operation by police in Tsakane, has led to the death of this executive member of the 
Federation of South African Trade Unions. The death occurs after an injury saw the 
detained person hospitalised. In a statement his union, the Chemical and Allied 
Workers Union said he was held on charges under the Internal Security Act, which 
were dropped hours before his death in hospital in Soweto. 
 
Petrol bombs were thrown at the homes of A Mokoenya and the Reverend F Chikane 
both officials of the UDF who were recently released on bail before the start of their 
trial. 
 
With a history of existence since 1910 parliament has heard that the right time has 
come to end the powers of the countries four provincial councils. Formed originally to 
give each province a degree of autonomy for the four colonies that made up the Union 
their powers have been overtaken by the by the new three chamber government 
recently installed. 
 
Members of parliament listened as the minister responsible for the changes, Chris 
Heunis, said how the changes would make each ethnic grouping responsible for its 
own constitutional affairs. In the view of the opposition these plans would in fact 
centralise power towards parliament and the president. 
 
Thurs 9 
 
Tsakane township near the city of Johannesburg has been the scene of recent clashes 
between members of the Xhosa and Zulu ethnic groups. At this location eight people 
died. The police are quick to point out that these clashes should not be classified as 
unrest situations. Rather they are tribal in origin. 
 
Residents dismiss this claim and set an alternative scenario. Mourners returning from 
a funeral, on 4/5, went bout burning down a beer hall belonging to the authorities 
which would also have ben the fate of a hall attached to a Xhosa/Zulu migrants hostel. 
Not wishing this to happen a fight broke out between mourner and hostel  dwellers. 
The fighting then spread to the dwelling homes of the Tsakane residents. 
 



A sit in, carried out by among others US Congressman W Fauntroy, at the offices of a 
company dealing in the buying and selling of Kruggerands, was ended as the police 
moved in and made arrests. The five people who ëinvaded a secure spaceí of the 
foreign exchange company Deak Perera were briefly arrested and then released by the 
police. 
 
Fri 10 
 
Also arrested on 4/5, as was A Raditsela, was student leader Sipho Mutsi a branch 
organiser for the Congress of South African Students. Taken by police from the town 
of Odendaalsrus in the Orange Free State in for questioning he ended up dead after 
suffering convulsions while sitting on a chair in the police station said a spokesman. 
 
In a post mortem report on the union leader and executive member of the FSATUís 
has revealed that he died of a sub dural brain haemorrhage on its right side. This is an 
indication that his demise was consistent to ëtraumaí. Speaking without any certainty 
it can be said that the death of A Raditsela was due to a blow or a fall. 
 
There will be a police inquiry into the circumstances into the union officials untimely 
death said police commissioner General J Coetsee. It will conducted by Brigadier J J 
Viktor as a ëmatter or urgency.í 
 
Political rivalry between, members of the Anzanian Peoples Organisation and the 
United Democratic Front, both of whom claim to represent the anti apartheid 
aspirations of the majority have seen violence reach into the homes of its officials. 
 
In the latest attack the home of Anzapoís cultural secretary, M Mtsweni was fire 
bombed. As a result he suffered serious burns when the room he was sleeping in 
became a ball of fire. There was no initial blame put on the UDF by the movements 
secretary general, E Mahalati, who postulated that the attack may have been an 
attempt to derail the ongoing peace talks. 
 
Five days of fighting, between Xhosa and Zulu migrant workers in the township of 
Tsakane has seen a total of 11 people die. It is only now that the 1, 800 migrant 
workers have left their hostels to return home. Outbreaks of violence in the townships 
could, according to the police, be moving away from locations in the Eastern Cape 
towards the townships in the north of the Orange Free State. 
 
In the United States moves by the New York City Employers System for the Ford 
Motor Company to cease trading with South Africa have been defended company 
chairman D Petersen. Speaking at the annul general meeting, in Chicago, it was said 
that South African blacks are ìbetter off if we stay than if we leave.î Although the 
company, which provides vehicles to the military and police, has a great deal of 
sympathy for many of the arguments against the racial policies of the country it 
remains opposed to disinvestment as a way to eliminate discrimination against the 
majority black population. 
 
The Political Military Council of the African National Council believes that the time 
is right for a new phase of the ongoing campaign towards its goal of a democratically 
run South Africa to be put in place. 



 
Based on the current conditions throughout the nation it can be said that - the regime 
and ruling class are in deep economic and political crisis : its deepest in history? 
People across the nation are not showing a need just for reform rather revolution is 
their true desire. People are ready to make the ultimate sacrifice knowing that by 
having done so they have laid the foundation for the transformation desired. The final 
piece of the puzzle, once the revolution is won what comes next is already in place. 
This all embracing structure is already in place through in the townships who for a 
long time have been providing the type of services that the oppressive minority have 
in the past. 
 
In essence, and in the eyes of the ANC, the structures of governance are in place and 
the people are ready. How can the revolution fail? 
 
Sat 11 
 
As was the death of the union leader, detained on 4/5 caused by a blow to the head 
while in police detention, so it has been stated was the cause of the demise of Cosas 
leader Sipho Mutsi. Details of the post mortem findings, watched over by a 
pathologists retained by the family, reveal that death was caused by ìa subnatural 
haemorrhage on the right side of the brain consistent with a blow to the head.î 
 
The funeral of A Radisela is set for 14/5 in the Tskane township where in recent times 
migrant workers have clashed with residents. The funeral is expected to lead onto a 
mass stay away from work which some people see as being of greater effect that the 
last such event in 11/84. 
 
There will, at the request of the minister of law and order, a police inquiry into the 
death of Sipho Mutsi. It will be conducted at the same time as the pone ordered 24 
hours ago and be overseen by police commissioner J Coetsee. As to the inquiries 
being ëindependentí the Cape Times calls for one conducted by the judiciary. 
 
Sun 12 
 
Such is the contempt that the majority of township residents feel for those of their 
own who become councillors to administer the running of the township services that 
many of those left now live behind barbed wire and out of reach of  the people they 
hoped to serve. 
 
Nothing better illustrates the phenonamen than the example of the few administrators 
in Sebokeng township 50 miles south of Johannesburg. Those remaining true to their 
beliefs, whether to serve the people or better able to make money, now have to live in 
prison barracks style accommodation. 
 
Since the beginning of 9/84, when the township rebellion flared up, 109 councillors 
have been attacked and five killed including one mayor and two deputy mayors. 66 of 
their homes have been destroyed. Those who have resigned number 147, among this 
number are a total of six full councils. 
 



Even by elections are called, as in Lekoa on 20/5, as of this time there are no 
nominees to fill the vacant posts. In this township alone failure to pay the rent, the 
demand that heralded the present dilemma, sees the authorities £5m in arrears by 
1/85. 
 
Mon 13 
 
The national executive of the Federation of South African Trade Unions, who lost one 
of its members to police violence (qv) has called on residents in Tskane to prolong 
there protest at his death. The funeral of Andries Radisela was planned to coincide 
with a two hour workers stay away from their place of employment. The latest hope 
of the executive is that workers will absent themselves for the whole of the working 
day. This will, it is hoped, involve the 130, 000 union members in the Transvaal. 
 
More concerns over the activities of the police, after arresting alleged criminals. In the 
latest case the wanted man, MA Razak detained on 9/5 for theft and impersonating a 
policeman, died of a bullet wound to the head from a gun found by police during a 
house search. In the words of the police - having returned to a Johannesburg police 
station, following a house search questioning began. As the gun was produced and 
laid on the table  Allie Razk grabbed the gun and shot himself in the head. He died on 
11/5 in hospital. 
 
Anglo Americanís President Brand gold mine, 125 miles south of Johannesburg, was 
the scene of a short but violent confrontation in which 16 people dies on site and 
another 3 died later from their wounds in hospital. 
 
In the Rapport newspaper an opinion poll indicates that a decisive majority of whites 
favour a form of power sharing with the black majority. Also in favour would be a 
constitutional reconstructuring that moves away from old style apartheid. 
 
Tues 14 
 
With as many as half a million black residents of townships in the Eastern Transvaal 
supporting the call for a 24 hour stay away in respect of the death in custody victim of 
A Raditsela it will be a greater mark of respect than the 2 hour call made by the 
Council of Unions of South Africa. 
 
The main speaker, at the Tskane funeral will be C Dlamini, the president of funeral 
organisers the Federation of South African Trade Unions [Fosatu]. There will also be 
a speech from C Makgeleng the president of Raditselaís own union the Chemical 
Workers Industrial Union. It is also likely that the longer stay away will be observed 
as Fosatu also has the backing of the UDF which has 600 affiliate unions to call on for 
support. Such a call, by the union movement for regional protest, - could it is 
estimated - see far larger numbers than the 300, 000 black workers who mounted 
protests in 11/84. 
 
An implied agreement management of the rights of their members to show their 
respects came from the Federated Chamber of Industriesís chief executive, J van Zyl, 
when he sad that ìWe would appeal to our members to make such expressions [of 
grief] possible.î 



 
Wed 15 
 
As thousands of blacks massed for the funeral of A Radisela in his home town of 
Brakenpan in Eastern Transvaal many, not of the township, only followed up on the 
two hour stay away  deemed appropriate by the Congress of South African Unions. 
 
Three bomb explosions caused damage to government buildings police building, 
police barracks and the office responsible for black influx control. There were no 
injuries reported. The service itself, so small that many of the mourners had to listen 
outside in the street and where some climbed onto the roofs of houses nearby the 
church. 
 
Speaking at the grave side the president of the FSATU, C Dlamini made mention of 
the presence of police, and now troops in the townships and said that they had 
occupied our the townships because the whites ad stolen our land. Another speaker, 
Bishop S Nkoane, suffragan Bishop of Johannesburg say this death as a way of rival 
black groups to come together and end their quarrels. ìUnless we have reconciliation 
we will commit suicide.î 
 
The son of the general secretary of a banned union movement, the South African 
Congress of Trade Unions, has died as a car bomb exploded in Gaborone the capital 
of Botswana. Police indicated that V Nakadimeng died soon after leaving his 
apartment close to the scene of the explosion. 
 
As the second blast, since a 2/85 when two refugees from across the countries borders 
suffered only non life threatening injuries, there is no words as to is this the actions of 
the security forces loyal to Pretoria? 
 
All told there are about 500  South African national with refugee status resident in 
Botswana and the relations between the tow are said to be uneasy. There is always the 
threat that Pretoria military will mount cross border raids to rout out black nationalist 
military forces. 
Fri 17 
 
Whatever has been said about the prospects of peace in Namibia and troop 
withdrawals from Angola the South African military actions on the ground has 
provided an alternative view of Pretoriaís intentions. 
 
In the recent past an electricity installation in the south of Angola has seen  mass 
influx of troops. The soldiers will be added protection for the control of the means of 
supply of water and power in the border areas between the two countries. Over the 
northern Angolon border an influx of weapons, destined for the Unita rebels, have 
been dropped by parachute by the South African Airforce. 
 
In other rebel activity in the country a mine in the north east of the country was 
attacked and diamonds stolen and British engineer S Bowers was kidnapped. In the 
attack 10 civilians were killed among which were children. 
 



Authors of accounts  that give a non government view of the happenings inside the 
townships, and therefore would not be published inside South Africa, have found an 
alternative publishing company ready to take on the might of the apartheid regime. 
 
Raven Press circumnavigate the myriad of press laws with a cunningly designed letter 
for its agents to show to those who would ban books. 
 
Sat 18 
 
The countries largest political trail since 1956 - 61 has received its start date 20/5.  
The 16 who will stand trial in the Natal Supreme Court charged with treason, 
membership of the African National Council, terrorism or furthering the aims of 
communism or any combination of the all three. To be convicted of Treason or 
terrorism would seed the imposition of the death penalty 
 
Core argument for the prosecution is that by their actions all 16 showed and supported 
the aims of the ANC, the Communist Party or any of the other members of the 
Revolutionary Alliance whose ultimate aim was ëthe armed seizure of power.í The 
prosecution cite also the non violent element that the Revolutionary Alliance, non 
collaboration, strikes boycotts, demonstrations, mobilisation and politicalisation of the 
masses, agitation for the release of political prisoners and the return of exiles and the 
popularisation of the Freedom Charter. 
 
At the heart of the ethos of the ANC adopted as its policy document in the early 
1950ís and is seen as the political ëbibleí for all the liberation movements that have 
come since that time. The accused are of having sought the advance of the 
Revolutionary Alliance through the calling of political rallies, the making of speeches 
at rallies and meetings and the distribution of documents and leaflets. 
 
The question of whether the state can prove its case, with only the above evidence, 
when some of the evidence, the speeches, predate the forming of the UDF. 
 
Sun 19 
 
A family member of the Guinness brewing conglomerate, Suzaanne wife of 
Johanathan, has become embroiled in a row about the illegal supply of Arab oil to the 
apartheid state. 
 
Husband and wife are in line to benefit in a share of £240m/$300m if a court in South 
Africa backs their actions rather than a local trader and the might of the countries state 
oil corporation SASSOL as they claim that commission has not bee paid. 
 
Documents, dating from 1979 and the time of the fall from power of the Shah and the 
beginning of the oil embargo, not published in South Africa because of its oil secrecy 
laws reveal much of the underlying business dealings that enables Pretoria to 
function. 
 
With Iranís oil off limits, in the legal sense, H S Neilson the Danish born honorary 
Peruvian consulate in Cape Town approached the government offering his services as 
he said he had good business contacts in the Middle East. Working with M Sellier, 



found through a Liechtenstein registered company Trade and Technology who was a 
legal consultant in Bahrain who teamed up with  Bahraini banker E Nonoo who linked 
into the business world in Oman. Here three Oman nationals, living in Muscat the 
kingdoms capital were well placed to push for the oil supply contract. They were 
working on the basis of a cut of the commission. 
 
A row, over the 3% commission for Sellier and Nonoo, saw H S Nielson develop new 
contacts with Oman business man O Zawawi living in London. New commissions 
were agreed of $4.50 per barrel and by 6/79 a 3 year contract with SASSOL had been 
signed. A ëmilk run,í of super tankers, as described by the head of the state oil 
companies London office began. One of the first loads, carried by the Dirch Maresk - 
Dutch owned - left Oman on 13/10 with a declared route to Rotterdam deviated 14 
days later to Durban where it discharged some of its load. Two other similar 
shipments ëstopped off in Durban. 
 
To the United Nations a statement was made by the Omani government, in 12/79, that 
non of its oil was reaching South Africa. Further down the line the S Nielson contract 
was terminated although another contract, with Dutchman J Deuss for the same type 
of embargo busting operation was signed. Deuss, the owner of Bermudan registered 
Transworld Oil had recently faced a £80m/ £100m law suit over a Soviet oil deal saw 
the apartheid state as a new and lucrative market. 
 
As to the lost commission of the Sellier and Nonoo, ended early because of the Deuss 
deal, a claim was placed before a judge in South Africa. A decision, came after 
evidence was heard in secret - all sanctions busting efforts in the oil industry are 
denied - in 11/84, The court ruled against the plaintiffs who will now appeal the 
decision. 
 
On a prison visit, to Pollsmoor Prison outside Cape Town, Winnie Mandela has heard 
from husband Nelson that the prison authorities and even his warders are making his 
life difficult as he continues to resist the governments efforts to agree to call an end to 
the ANCís campaign of violence. This then would then trigger his release. 
 
A statement from the prison authorities said that ìMr Mandelaís treatment does not 
differ from any other prisoner in the same category. The Prison Service treatment 
policy is a policy of long standing. ....The allegation of any form of harassment is 
rejected as far fetched and a figment of imagination.î 
 
It has come to light that if the then 20 year old Winnie Madikezela has not been 
stepping out with up and coming lawyer Nelson Mandela the present wife of the jailed 
leader of the African National Congress could be married to K Matanzima the 
president of the ëindependent homelandí of Transkei. 
This detail was uncovered for Winnie Mandela, Mother of the Nation written by 
Nancy Harrison published by Gollanz @  £9.95. Speaking to the author from 
Bandfontein in the Orange Free State he place of banishment Winnie talks about her 
much adored father, who ended up in the cabinet of the Transkei. One of his rolls 
there was to act as an official mourner at the funeral of Hendrik Verwoed who was the 
architect of the apartheid system. 
 



Speaking of her father it is said ìHe joined the system for the material benefits it gave 
him in the form of trading stores acquired  through the Transkei government.î ... ìThe 
rewards of collaboration are corrupting, they corrupt even upright man and my father 
was the upright man I have ever known - as well as the most wonderful father any 
child could dream of having.î 
 
Police have moved, in strength, into Kwanobuhle a township in the Eastern Cape. 
There aim is the quell the spread of the actions of the United Democratic Front and its 
attendant radicals who claim to be in control of the township. 
 
Rather than confrontation the security forces are becoming involved in a mass clear 
up of destroyed, looted or fire bombed buildings that have been left as rubble after 
months of rioting. Among the destroyed homes are those 32 black policemen who 
serve here. They will be rebuilt albeit with greater security measures as standard. 
 
Mon 20 
 
In the clerical surroundings of the Regi Mundi cathedral in Soweto a gathering of 
representatives of the various black groups opposed to apartheid have come together 
to thrash out a joint policy on how to begin the final push that will end the apartheid 
era. 
 
Of the groups called, and under the eyes of Bishop Tutu, the ANC, Anzanian Peoples 
Organisation, Inkatha and the United Democratic Front were the most prominent. The 
meeting was watched over by members of the security forces although there was no 
move to stop or harass the participants. 
 
The  2,000 audience heard Methison Morobe an executive member of the UDF that 
this very act of reconciliation had surprised the police, who as always, when there 
were meetings involving differing groups from across the political spectrum, expected 
violence and disorder. ìWe cannot allow the agents of apartheid to deflect us from our 
struggle.î 
 
Speaking, as a member of the Inkatha Youth Brigade, S Ngubane declared that 
Inkatha had no quarrel with Azapo or the UDF as neither organisation was responsible 
for the pass system or the break up of the country into quasi independent homelands 
such as the Trankei or the Ciski. 
 
Climatically Bishop Tutu told those who had come together in peace should leave the 
cathedral knowing that blacks ìwere princes of the kingdom of God and they should 
not leave bowing their heads, apologising for their existence.î 
 
Tues 21 
 
So many persons have gone on trial for treason, 30, that they are having to take place 
in two different venues. In the Natal Supreme court in the town of Maritzburg 16 
defendants will be tried, whilst 14 others will face the judge from the dock at the 
Rand Supreme court in the city of Johannesburg. The Maritsburg defendants, mainly 
from the UDF, did not need to enter their plea. At the request of the defence team the 
trial was recessed until 11/7. 



 
Outside the court building seven arrests were made by the police as a small crowd of 
scarf wearing supporters in the black green and gold of the ANC who were also 
singing freedom songs as they demonstrated. 
 
In the other court, in Johannesburg eleven of the 14 had their trial date deferred till 
11/7 while the three trade unionists, Merriman Nduna, Marines Ngobese and Zane 
Mapela were charged with the capital offence of treason. All three face the death 
penalty for undergoing military training with the ANC and secretly hiding an arms 
and ammunition catche in Soweto. 
 
Another white victim of the rioting in the townships occurred in Duduza, 25 miles 
outside Johannesburg. The victim, a 51 year old nurse was fighting for her life in a 
city hospital. G A de Lange was pulled from her vehicle and stoned before the police 
came to the nurses rescue. 
 
New bill has been published in parliament which will ease the restrictions on blacks 
who are eligible to live in what is until now a ëproscribed 
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They will now be able to move from proscribed area to a second proscribed area 
without loosing their privilege in their first location. 
 
London is the venue for a three day Commonwealth conference, headed by the 
movements secretary general Shridath Ramphal, the aim of the meeting was for 
member countries to endorse an already agreed need to implement decisions made at 
the last Commonwealth heads of government meeting in New Delhi when the leaders 
condemned ìthe evils of apartheid. 
 
For the crime of donating monies to Swapo, rather than pay a judicial imposed fine 
for breaking into one of Britains nuclear facilities, jail is now the home of a number of 
defiant women. One of the women G Dumbar a nurse from Tamworth told the 
Sheffield magistrate that it would be immoral to pay British Nuclear Fuels 
compensation because they have illegally plundered millions of pounds from 
Namibia. 
 
The British company Rio Tinto Zinc runs the worldís largest open cast uranium mine 
in Rossinton Namibia. It is estimated that Britain has taken £700m worth of uranium 
out of Namibia, whereas the protesting women have returned a total of £550 in fines 
to the Namibian liberation movement. by way of recompense after the failure of RTZ 
of the British government. 
 
The vicar of Leeds, Cannon J Richardson, has given his support to those who are 
calling for the cities Chamber of Commerce not take a trade mission to South Africa. 
Despite the need for jobs in the city to trade with the apartheid state may bring 
employment to the city.These should not come ëat any cost and regardless of the 
moral consequences. 
 
 



Wed 22 
 
Using the Freedom of Information Act the pressure group Washington Office on 
Africa has written a 500 page report that concludes that the apartheid state detonated a 
nuclear device as long ago as 22.2 1979. Speculation remains open whether it was 
Pretoria doing the testing for the Israeli government on on its behalf. Whoever 
instigated the test both countries would have been damaged if their cooperation had 
leaked out. America/Israel links would have been damaged and Pretoriaís complicity 
would have made it more difficult to bring Zimbabwe to independence. 
Whatever the political reverberations might have been there were others of a scientific 
nature. Weather conditions on the day, as determined by the US National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, detected nuclear fall out over the Indian Ocean and 
South Atlantic. Thus it was found that the thyroid gland of many sheep had up to six 
times higher levels of radio activity than was normal. 
 
A report, from the International Labour Organisation based in Geneva, concludes that 
the well being of the black majority population continues to be adversely affected by 
the economic situation in South Africa. While the ëpetty apartheidí restrictions are 
being less severely those  that remain seem to target the black unions which adds to 
the misery of the recession. 
 
Throughout the whole black population unemployment has risen as the value of the 
Rand falls and inflation hits 12.5%. External debt =ís $14.8bn which has forced the 
internal tax bill to rise from R8bn in 1979 to R23bn in 1984. All told the ILO 
postulates that blackís real incomes have fallen 4%. It is this lack of money in the 
pocket that is fuelling the township protests that have swept across the country in 
recent months. 
 
A cabinet decision that will end the ban on one ethnic group becoming involved in a 
second ones politics is now a possibility. This message was leaked to the Die Burger 
newspaper by the leader of the Coloured Labour Party, the Reverend A Hendrickse, 
who was speaking at a political meeting on 20/5. 
 
This is not the first time that the Labour Party leader has spoken about the Prohibition 
of Political Interference Act. In 1984 (qv 23/6) this same party leader encouraged 
Labour and Indian candidates to stand for election outside their designated Chamber 
of parliament. 
 
Police, in the Eastern Cape townships, were out in force as trouble flared throughout 
the province. One man died after being set on fire and 68 people arrested in the 
region. 23 arrests followed by another 45 in Johannesburg and Pretoria townships. 
 
Responding to the violence the Cape Times called for black community leaders to call 
a halt to ëthis flow of blood.í To the police the papers message was ëend your harsh 
police methods and talk to the real representatives of the blacks.í 
 
Whatever the plea, from the Vicar of Leeds or a city councillor, the Chamber of 
Commerce is to press ahead with its trade mission to the apartheid state. The decision 
comes after the executive members met to asses the situation. The majority of the 



committee held the view that ëtrade can be a force for good rather than bad.í The 
number of companies represented will be between ten to twenty. 
 
Thurs 23 
 
Such is the hatred felt for the small number of blacks who are prepared to stand up 
against the mob in the townships and the fear of those that have done so - and lost 
their lives as they were elected to the position of councillor - that in Lekoa no 
candidates put themselves forward for the ten vacant seats on the administrative body. 
 
As in many of the Vaal Triangle townships, which include Sharpville and Sebokeng in 
an area to a distance of 25 miles outside Johannesburg, the mayor of Lekoa blames 
this no show of those wanting to put themselves forward down to the widespread 
intimidation that they would open them and their families up to. In the opinion of the 
town clerk, P Louw, any decision to hold the election before 11/85 as to hold it before 
would clash with the build up or the aftermath of the 16/6 commemoration of the 
events in Soweto in 1976. Following this there will, more than likely be incidents to 
remember the 1984 troubles in the Vaal Triangle townships which began on 9/3. 
 
In the opinion of the publicity secretary of the Sharpville Civic Association, P Molefe, 
the no show of candidates has indicated that ënobody wants to join a failing body.í 
 
With an up and coming amendment to a bill in parliament it would seem that the fate 
of the Magopa people is already sealed. After much opposition the whole community 
will be forced to up sticks and move from a white designated area of South Africa and 
move to Pachsdraal in Bophuthatswana. According to a supreme court ruling there 
was no option as the government policy of clearing ethnic blacks into homelands was 
heralded as far back as 1975. 
 
The union leader, A Raditsela arrested in the Tsakane township  on 4/5 (qv) and then 
taken to hospital 2 days later where he unfortunately passed away had been released 
by that time. These extra details were given in parliament by the minister of law and 
order. 
 
Fri 24 
 
The South African military have failed, as the high command had promised, to pull all 
their troops out of Angola more than four weeks after it was said that the withdrawal 
had been completed. The admission comes from General Constand Viljoen chef of the 
countries Defence Force. The failure of Pretoria to keep to its undertaking was noted 
by Angolan military forces as the invaders were preparing acts of sabotage near the oil 
enclave of Cabinda. 
 
Two of the commando team were killed as the two groups fought near the Malongo 
oil complex which is owned by the American company Cabinda Gulf Oil. Rather than 
just an ëintelligence gathering missioní - the words of General Viljoen - could have a 
serious and detrimental effect on the peace negotiations which are ongoing and 
involving both Washington and Pretoria. 
 



For any number of months the non American world has had a low opinion of the 
presidents policy of constructive engagement in an effort to change Pretoriaís attitude 
towards the ethnic black population. Now it would seem that even the politicians from 
the same political party have had enough. 
 
A move from Senator R Lugar, chair of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, may 
be swayed by the US Chamber of Commerce who ask that the senator does not back 
proposals that would allow new investment in the apartheid state. 
 
Other bills passing through Capital Hill are a revives Anti Apartheid Bill and one that 
mandates all companies to stick to the Sullivan Principals which oblige American 
companies in South Africa to improve conditions of their non white staff. 
 
In the ëother placeí on Capital Hill Senator Kennedy, recently returned from an 8 day 
visit in 1/85, is leading the debate, along with Republican W Gray a more severe 
range of economic sanctions. This would ban new investment by US firms in, new 
loans to and the sale of Kruggerands to South Africa. 
 
4/85 township violent incidents, as reported by the minister of law and order, reached 
1,560. In among the incident reports it can be seen that 381 people were killed in the 
townships from 1/9 - 30/4. Of these 293 had been killed by police, 6 by Development 
Board members and 82 by civilians. hose injured numbered 1,497, 
 
Figures from journalists indicate that, based only on police reports, 200 people have 
died up to this time. In the whole of 1984 there were 200 deaths. 
 
Even with the death of the a white nurse in the Dudza township (qv 21/5) members of 
the police force have arrived and carried out a similar event to a 19/5 operation 
performed in a nearby township where the aim was to clean up and repair damage 
caused by months of unrest. 
 
Sat 25 
 
Unnerved, by the revelations that Pretoriaís military are still inside Angola (v 24/5), 
foreign minister has travelled to Luanda to assure president dos Santos that their only 
function is to gather information about the location of the military bases of the ANC. 
He will also request the return of the bodies of the two soldiers who died during a fire 
fight at the Malagongo oil complex. 
 
In part of a published memorandum Pik Botha indicated that  .....ìin the circumstances 
the South African Security Forces have felt it necessary to gather intelligence on the 
activities of ANC and Swapo terrorists and take appropriate counter actions.î The 
minister also noted that in 1984 it was suggested to the Luanda government that a 
joint declaration be made that both sides would not allow their lands to be used by any 
liberation movement as a base to attack either Angola or South Africa. As of this date 
there has been no response from the dos Santos administration. 
 
The response from Angola, to this latest incursion, indicates that the South African 
forces were landed by submarine and were not in the country intelligence gathering. It 
is more probable that their mission was a sabotage one. 



 
Nine black people have been arrested following the death of a white nurse in the 
Duduza township. The UDF have gone to court to order the exhumation of 50 bodies 
that were allegedly buried under police supervision seven days ago outside Port 
Elizabeth. 
 
South Africa will next year scrap laws that keep black out of the best jobs  in its vital 
mining industry, the Mineral Minister, Mr D Steyn, announced, yesterday because of 
a shortage of skilled labour. 
 
Sun 26 
 
Confirming suspicions that the soldiers, captured recently inside Angola (qv) were on 
more of seek and destroy rather than an intelligence gathering mission have been 
confirmed. One of the hospitalised South African soldiers has been telling all. In the 
telling of the tale the sabotage attack on the American owned  Cabinda Gulf Oil 
facility would have been claimed as the work of the rebel forces loyal to Jonas 
Savimbi. 
 
The bungled raid, which employs 80 Americans as well as people from Britain, 
Portugal and France has seen the United States government express, to the Pretoria 
government, ëtheir grave concernsí as to the danger American lives and property were 
put at risk by the action of the military. 
 
Those who are pushing for legislative action, through the US Senate, against the 
apartheid regime have been vocal in response to this latest action. Senator Kennedy 
said ìthe news that the South African government had violated the Lusaka Agreement 
is additional evidence demonstrating that President Regans policy of constructive 
engagement with Pretoria is dead.î 
 
The pampered farming community, seen at one time as the bedrock of the Afrikaner 
nation, are now having to face up to the harsh economic reality of life as the country 
struggles against the rest of the world who seek to isolate South Africa. 
 
In recent times farmers have had their case for increase producer price for growing 
maize rejected. A direct delegation, of the National Maize Producers Organisation 
[Nampo] came away from a meeting with P W Botha,  where they asked for an 
increase in the produce price, more than a little disappointed. According to the 
farmers leader, H de Jaeger, the delegation left ëfuming but defiant.í 
 
Subsequently the maize growers refused to supply their grain to the market. Pretoria 
retaliated with the threat all farm subsidies if they did so. This brought on the 
resignation of all eight of the Nampo representatives on the Maize Marketing Board. 
They were then replaced by farmers chosen by the government and called puppets by 
their predecessors. 
 
The Afrikaner farming community, where maize is grown, from horizon to horizon, in 
the platterlands covers much of the land in the Orange Free and Transvaal states. At 
one time it was peopled by English speaking farmers. Came the Boers and the 



National Party English speakers became harder to find and the politics of apartheid 
were most heard in the constituencies. 
 
These latest moves are seen by the deeply right wing Conservative Party as an open 
invitation to canvass for increased support in the so named Maize Triangle. With the 
government, in the eyes of Conservative Party leader A Treurnicht making too many 
concessions to his enemies, he feels the time is right to bring the farming vote under 
his mantle. 
 
It would seem that the support Botha seeks is not now in the countryside as it was in 
the past. Now support must come from the urban areas as more and more people live 
in the cities. The time of the Afrikaner farmer is over so the thinking of the president 
goes. Neo apartheid, like ëold apartheidí is still designed to keep political control in 
the hands of the minority ethnic groupí s Afrikaner elite. 
 
Angolan military estimate that the true number of South African soldiers who 
infiltrated on a sabotage mission, leaving two dead and one in hospital at ten. The 
question now is how will they escape across the countries border and evade capture. 
The most likely rout would be overland into neighbouring Zaire. 
 
With this raid, in the opinion of the USAís ambassador to Luanda, H Nickel, the 
future of the peace talks in Namibia has been prejudiced as after long negotiations 
Washington believed it had the foundation of an agreement that would eventually lead 
to the leaving of many of the Cunan troops located in Angola. 
 
In the Cape Town parliament, with a debate on military spending in the offing, 
politicians argue that while it is a good idea to keep an eye on the military capabilities 
of the liberation movements this incursion into Angola is not worth the political harm 
it may cause. Other concerns were expressed in the Citizen newspaper as ëthe height 
of folly.í 
The consequences for the administration in neighbouring Zaire were more serious. 
The knowledge that the escaping soldiers had, would, use the country as a possible 
escape route - as that countries maps and currency were found. Such an incident will 
only add to the belief in Angola that president Mobutoís government is compliant in 
the use of its territory for illegal entry or exit from Angola. 
 
On 24/5 the first secretary at the Zaire embassy in Luanda was expelled from the 
country because of ìbehaviour that was incompatible with his diplomatic statue.î 
 
Mon 27 
 
In response to a plea, by Pik Botha the foreign minister of South Africa, with his 
opposite number in Angola, Luandaís foreign minister A van Duen, has said no to the 
25/5 request. A statement from the minister following the bungled raid on an oil 
facility in the north of the country indicated  the reason a negative response was 
given. 
 
ìThe false and deceitful position of South Africa towards Angola has once again come 
to light in this ignominious plan to sabotage the oil complex at Molongo in Cabinda. 
We therefore express our most vehement condemnation of this vile act ... a shameful 



plan.î The minister noted that Pretoria had not come with any proposals and Luanda 
had no intention of talking about the incident in the near future. Alfonso van Duen 
was speaking at a celebration of 25 years of the Organisation of African Unity. 
 
In Tembisa township, and others in the Johannesburg region, a night of rioting left 
two residents dead and to white women injured. In the Orange Free Stateís Welkom 
township a burglar died after a confrontation, shooting, with a policeman. There was 
an arson attack, seven injured from one family, in the Cape Province. Also police 
made 30 arrests in the township. A second arson attack, which destroyed five houses 
near the port of Durban in Natal. 
 
Tues 28 
 
Sent for trial, on 21/5, for an alleged act of treason and now convicted in the Rand 
supreme court in Johannesburg were trade unionists were Nduna and Mapela where 
were only played a minor part in Ngobeseís plot to hide a catche of ANC weapons in 
six mine spoil heaps throughout the Witwattersrand area. For their crimes Justice Le 
Grange sent them to jail for five years. 
 
As ëthe principalí there was a 15 year jail term imposed on 21 year old Ngobese who 
gave a clenched fist salute, the classic pose of the AC supporter, as he was led away to 
the cells. All three men had pleaded guilty which now leaves the way clear for a 
further 27 people due before the courts on a charge of treason to stand trial. 
 
Done away with their clean up and mend township campaigns of recent times the 
Eastern Cape Township, Cradock, is the venue for the security forces to launch an 
arrest and detain ëidentified trouble makers.í As the forces moved through the 
township looking for suspects load hailer appeals were made for residents to go about 
their normal business. Police declined to give a number of people detained in the 
sweep. 
 
The Inkatha political party, mostly comprised of members of the Zulu nation and led 
by Chief Buthelizi, have presented a petition against an international campaign of 
disinvestment to the American consul general in Durban which is said to contain 
1,000 signatures. 
Wed 29 
 
Police forces in both South Africa and the independent homeland of Bophuthatswana 
are hunting for persons responsible for an office bombing and a gun and grenade 
attack in the Garankua township. 
 
The most serious attack happened 20 miles north of Pretoria in the township which is 
located just over the border and deemed as part of the independent homeland. It 
would seem that to residents attacked, and killed one policeman and left his colleague 
with bullet injuries. From the rifles left at the scene it was determined that the AK 
47ís were of Russian origin. In the limpet mine explosion, on the SADF offices, the 
outer wall of the first floor office was blown out as the mine had been placed on the 
fire escape. There were no injuries. 
 



Figures released, by minister Le Grange, show that since 1/85 the ANC have been 
responsible had been responsible for about 35 act of sabotage. In the whole of 1984, 
he noted, the liberation movement had only carried out 44 such acts. 
 
A plea was made, by S A Mpondo a member of the Inhayi township council, to a 
Washington audience not to back calls for a withering of the trade between the USA 
and Pretoria as he, and other, believed that the welfare of the majority population 
would suffer. 
 
Thurs 30 
 
Leader Comment Sticky fingers, Angolan pot ìWe need have no doubt that ...... the 
office caught inflagante with bombs and mines near an oil depot in the remote enclave 
of Cabinda, was presented with a highly persuasive arguments to unburden himself at 
the press conference staged by the Angolans. But the fact that he sang like whole 
flock of canaries in giving details of his mission gives the lie to the South African 
denials and leaves General Malan in the position of the pot calling the kettle black.î 
 
The body South Africa, with one bullet injury to its foot, now compounds the injury - 
by aiming at the other foot - as it mixes police and municipal actions in the townships 
that have seen so much disruption over the last few months. 
 
Under the guise of a clean up policy the security forces have tackle the ever 
increasing amounts of violence in the townships while at the same time the politicians 
have been opening avenues to like minded members of the majority. Only for the 
governments actions to bring a hardline response from the these locations. 
 
ìIf President Botha wants to be accepted as a genuine reformer he must first bring the 
police and the military under proper control. 
 
Fri 31 
 
Parliament will enact laws that will allow the government to nominate persons who 
will fill the 375 vacancies on township councils, as of 4/84. From 1985 these will now 
be deemed regional councils and will rank somewhere between local and central 
government 
 
The founding father of the UDF, O Mpetha aged 75, will have to serve 5 years in jail 
after appealing a terrorism charge from 1983 even as he has served 3 years awaiting 
trial. 
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Sun 2 
 
Insistent that the South African way is the right way Pretoria will hand over the 
running of Namibia to its appointed administration on 17/6. The handing over of 
power ceremony will be a lavish one even as a mark of defiance to the United Nations 
and the international community. 
 
Fearing, as the next step a declaration of independence, members of the 31 nation UN 
Council on Namibia will hold a meeting in the city of Vienna. Its objectives include 
assessing the chances of real independence for the territory. Under discussion will be 
Pretoriaís attempt to impose an internal settlement which contravenes the UN Security 
Council resolution. 
 
Reaction to Pretoriaís announcement - the USA called the decision ënull and void.í 
Third World governments blamed in part the USA as they said American policy has 
somewhat encouraged Pretoria. Anger towards Britain and other European nations at 
the various governments reluctance to impose economic sanctions will also be voiced 
at the meeting. 
 
The greatest looser is the Swapo movement who are deemed, by the UN and the 
international community, as being the true representatives of the 2 million Namibian 
people will have no seats in the 62 seat legislative assembly controlled by the Multi 
Party Conference. 
 
Livingstone Hospital, outside Port Elizabeth, has found many ruses to treat patients 
who come in with injuries who by law they are not allowed to treat. While the injured 
may have suffered at the hands of the police during township disturbances the medics 
catalogue it as a ëgardening injury.í Such tactics have been on the increase since the 
massacre in Langa township (qv). 
 
Such details, and many, more were discussed at the Witwatersrand University in 
Johannesburg recently. Delegates attending the meeting, called by the National 
Medical and Dental Association of South Africa [Namsa] who broke away from the 
officially recognised Medical Association of South Africa - see their failures in the S 
Biko incident - 
 
The aim of the conference, held in the Universities Medical School, was to try and 
gain support for action to prevent the police preventing attending doctors performing 
their obligations and treating patients. Doctors in the Eastern Cape of Namasa, as 
elsewhere, want the police and military to stay out of wards and hospitals while they 
are treating patients however their injuries were come by. 
 
Whatever is said about the legality of the homeland policy it can be said that some are 
faring better than others in an economic sense. One such is Ciski under the leadership 
of president Lennox Sebe aged 58. His recently stated aim was to turn his domain into 
the Hong Kong of Africa. Cut free from by Pretoria in 1981 its industrial base has 
grown 500% in 1984 and real growth was 8%. 



 
Populated by Xhosa speaking families as the menfolk went to the cities of Cape Town 
and Port Elizabeth the now out of work males are flocking back to take part in this 
new industrial wealth creation.  One of the homelands striking successes in the 
Dimbaza township which has risen from a 1960ís resettlement camp for 25, 000 to a 
community of 50, 000 who work in the factories on the adjacent industrial site. 
For such a small land mass and population of only one million the number of factories 
located here has risen from 32 in 1983 to 144 as of this time and 10 more are 
scheduled to open before the end of 12/96. Much of the business opportunities come 
from Israeli, Taiwan, USA, Britain, Holland and Spanish companies. Such are the 
financial inducements, no tax and subsidies of 80% on rents, rebates of 60% on 
transport costs, ditto mortgage subsidies to entice good managers. For the workers 
there is a tax grant of 95% of wage bills to a maximum of £48/ R110 per month. 
 
One complaint that Ciskiís director general of information, W van Wyk, has is that 
although 80% of the homelands national income is spent across its borders they do not 
receive a share of the general sales tax collected on it. 
 
Mon 3 
 
In what could be seen, as a coming together of the many factions of the various black 
trade union movements, many thousands of union members will gather in the 
township of Soweto to try and thrash out a common policy that will place the 
government in no doubt that the days of apartheid are numbered. 
 
Unions committed to attend range from the Federation of South African Trade Unions 
[Fosatu], the Council of Unions of South Africa [Cusa] the General Workers Union 
and the Food and Canning Union. Also attending will be members of the South 
African Allied Workers Union [Saawu] even as a number of their members are on trial 
for treason in the Johannesburg supreme court. 
 
With only a short history of black union recognition, after the 1978 Wiehah 
commission report, registered black unions have increased from the 1980 figure of 60 
to the 470 at this present time. Also the number of unrecognised unions during the 
same period rose from 170 - 270. 
 
Tues 4 
 
The chairman of Anglo American, one of the financial backers of South African 
Associated Newspapers - who in turn owned the recently closed Rand Daily Mail - 
has spoken about the decision. According the Gavin Relly, who was speaking at a 
function arranged by the Business Day newspaper, the journalistic replacement of the 
RDM, indicated that the ëplug was pulledí as the paper was not making a profit for its 
share holders ëin a socially responsible way. 
 
It would seem that the chairman spoke out after world wide condemnation of the 
papers closure without any real attempt to save it was affecting the share price of the 
Anglo American Corporation and therefore investors profits. 
 
Wed 5 



 
As the Foreign Relation committee in the American senate end their deliberations 
over the imposition of sanctions against the apartheid regime decisions have been 
made. With immediate effect, the Republican controlled Congress will be invited to 
endorse a set of mild economic limitations on trade. These include a ban on new bank 
loans, trade in nuclear technology and military computer software. 
 
If however Pretoria has not implemented measures, to the satisfaction of Congress, 
that shows that the effects of apartheid are falling away by 1. 3. 1987 then a whole 
new raft sanctions will be imposed.This date is much earlier that other dates proposed 
in other sanction bills tabled. The vote by members of the FRC was 12 : 5 in favour of 
the recommendation included three. Republican members who made a public showing 
of their presidents ëconstructive engagementí policy. 
 
Ahead of tense times coming, as the majority black population plan to remember 
Soweto Day, the date in 1976 when school pupils made teaching in the townships 
impossible, the South African Council of Churches has warned against the backing of 
a call be a sister clerical body. 
 
On that day the Western Province Council of Churches for Christians has called for 
congregations to actively pray for the downfall of the Pretoria government. This 
course has also been condemned by two clerics, Archbishop Russell head of the 
Anglican church and P Storey president of the Methodist Church. 
 
In a call to its members the South African Council of Churches has gone as far as to 
ask member churches to ìpray for the end of unjust ruleî on 16/6.  Always opposed to 
the Council the government, through its media outlets - Radio South Africa - asks 
how has the aims of this supposed clerical organisation been hijacked and directed on 
a revolutionary course? 
 
Thurs 6 
 
Speaking of the economic sanctions, sanctioned by the American Senates Foreign 
Relations Committee (qv 5/6) Pretoriaís authorities have been quick to respond. A 
warning has come from the deputy foreign minister, Louis Nel. The governments 
tough response would be to expel all black non nationals living within the countries 
borders. This would mean that about million  persons would be forced out. 
 
The response, from academic Professor J Barret of the Institute of International 
Affairs, indicated that there is little Pretoria can do as those forced out would simply 
overcome the already in place barriers, electrified fence on its northern border with 
Zimbabwe, from re entering the country. Also to be considered are clauses in the 
Nkomat Accord. As a measure of lessening the tension between the two countries it 
had already agreed that Mozambique nationals, working inside South Africa, were a 
welcomed community of workers. 
 
Black police officers, in townships on the Eastern Cape, have suffered at the hands of 
those opposed to those cooperating with the white regime. In Graaff Reinet  one of 
their number was burned to death and in a second location another had his home 
destroyed. In a third there was a fatal shooting as a relatives home was being bugled. 



 
In parliament the veteran anti apartheid activist Helen Suzman MP (qv) revealed that 
detainees have kept 90 prisoners in a cell measuring 15ft by 20ft. It has also come to 
light that those who were children were subject to beatings and sexual attack by the 
older prisoners. These incidents occurred even though the warders ìwere well awareî 
of the activities at the North End jail in Port Elizabeth. 
 
As the leader of the KwaZulu Natal Zulu nation Chief Buthelezi has clearly stated his 
position over talks with the government vis a vis any plan of power sharing between 
the various ethnic groups. For the Inkatha Party to take part in any such political talks 
president Botha and his administration  would have to commit itself publicly to a 
written constitution before he, and other black leaders take part in negotiations. 
The Chiefís demands came to light during a two day conference on business interests 
in South Africa in London. Other speakers promised are M Rifkind, Britains foreign 
minister and Pretoriaís minister of Cooperation and Development G Viljoen. 
 
Letter   Glenys Kinnock, London W 5 A Transvaal resettlement that does not 
follow an agreed, 2/85, plan. 
 
Understanding the machinations of US senators as they vote on measures that could 
prove another blow to Pretoria. 
 
Fri 7 
 
Over a period of seven years embargoed military equipment was being sold to 
Pretoria from 1982 to 1984. During that time the parts were deemed as ëmissing 
parts.í In a Birmingham court three employees of Fosse Way, D Salt, M Bird, A 
Rowley have not pleaded to a breach of UN sanction regulations. The fourth man 
company director Gardiner has already pleaded guilty. 
 
The ëmissing partsí were purchased from the USA and then shipped to Britain and 
then onto South Africa via Germany. In some cases the ëpartsí went direct to the 
apartheid state. 
 
Police have mounted two operations in the Eastern Cape townships. The most 
successful, in terms of numbers arrested, was in little Soweto outside Port Elizabeth 
where 426 persons were detained as the force ferreted out those thought responsible 
for recent outbreaks of violence in the province. The second raid, in the township of 
Tumahole, was described as deemed a crime prevention sweep. It was carried out by 
local police. 
 
In the USA the House of Representatives have approved an economic sanctions bill 
with a vote 295 : 127 despite objections from supporters of president Regan will 
implied such a bill would the lives of the black population. 
 
Leader Comment South Africa slips into the net after the efforts of the legislators of 
France, and more openly the American Senate beg the question ìcan we and should 
we be far behind?î in any move to limit, however small, the economic well being in 
South Africa. 
 



With Rifkind, Buthelezie and the minister Louis Nel who are all in London for a 
business conference (qv 6/5) opposed this Washington move on sanctions, always 
supposing that there is no Regan veto, is the ìone nation with the clout to make them 
hurt without being more than mildly inconveniencing itself.î 
 
ìSanctions are a substitute for more drastic action .....Some, let us not forget have 
already been applied, arms oil and sport with varying severity and effect with 
measurable results. ....The evidence says that sanctions work in direct proportion to 
their scope.î 
 
Sat 8 
 
The shooting dead of a black community leader of those who lived on their own farm 
land in Driefontein has led to the police paying compensation of £19, 000 to the 
family. Subject to a ëforced removalí into neighbouring Swaziland S Mhinze was 
gunned down by a force member. The compensation was an out of court settlement as 
a result of a civil suit brought by members of his family. At an earlier trial Constable J 
A Nienaber had been cleared of culpable homicide as he pleaded a defence of 
mitigation. 
 
As police investigations continue into the large number of deaths, including a white 
nurse, in the townships convictions have been secured for two township residents of a 
white baby during disturbances in the Vaal Triangle in late 1984. T Lata aged 21 was 
jailed for 10 years and T Mutambo aged 20 for five years. They both were found 
guilty of culpable homicide, sabotage and assault. Those already in custody, over the 
killing of nurse G D Lange, who was visiting patients in Dudaz township, have been 
joined by four other persons. 
 
Sun 9 
 
The great and the good, who were attending a Business International conference in 
London (qv 6/6) at which political persons - Buthelezie, Viljoen and foreign minister 
Rifkind placed on record their position on South Africa have now moved the meeting 
to America. 
 
Still under the auspices of the American owned, but based in London, Business 
International held court with the wealth providers of America. n the New Yorkís Plaza 
Hotel speaker after speaker warned US moves to limit trade with the apartheid state 
would hurt the black majority population in a greater way than any political benefits 
the black majority would gain. 
 
Inside the ëhomelandí of Qwa Qwa the employment practices of employers gives the 
lie to the line peddled by Pretoria that to pull foreign investment out of the country 
would harm the lives of the majority. Factory workers are paid £5.54 per week which 
is less than one fifth of the minimum wage that fellow blacks receive in South Africa. 
 
There again as one of  homelands, part of 13% of the countries land mass, Pretoria 
does not feel it has to abide by the agreed rules as its residents are deemed non 
citizens as they belong in a designated area. 
 



Even though Pretoria attempts to move out blacks deemed non nationals they seem to 
still seem to be paying nearly all the bills. 95% of wage bills are paid, 75% of factory 
rent is paid. Such generosity ! only leads to employers being able to exploit the 
system. Top management, always white, receive £1, 200/month salary with subsidies. 
So a labour force of 500 can cost as little as £1, 000/month to employ. 
 
As much of the land is hilly and barren farming, as a means of employment is not an 
option. More and more the population have turned towards employment in the 
industrial centres of Harrismith and Bethlehem where about 9, 000 people have found 
work. An employment bureau, in Phuthanditjaba the homeland capital, seeks to send 
migrant workers to distant cities for a wage of £24/week.. On average 400 
people/month find work and there are at present 4, 500 on the books at this one 
exchange. 
 
Chief minister K Mopeliís commission of inquiry into low wages found that the 
private industries were in some cases paying as little as £3.18/week. Such a finding as 
prompted the government to induce private employers to match government hourly 
pay and promise an increase as production increases. 
 
Wed 11 
 
At the United Nations Security Councilís meeting in New York much criticism was 
heaped on Pretoria as it refuses to comply with the UNís peace initiative for Namibia 
which most of the world agreed in 1978. At its first discussion, since 1983, delegates 
including the Tanzanian foreign minister, B Mkepa, Egyptian minister of state B B 
Ghali and S Nujama of the Swapo liberation movement all called for mandatory 
economic sanctions against Pretoria be imposed. 
 
The South African representative to the UN, K Schirnding, insisted that any 
independence for Namibia must be linked to the withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola. It was highlighted by Pretoriaís delegate that to have a large number of a 
super powers - Russia - surrogate troops in the region was not conducive for either 
Angola or Namibiaí stability. 
 
Treason charges, for the ongoing troubles in the Vaal Triangle townships, have seen a 
further 22 brought before a Johannesburg magistrates court. Now there are a total of 
forty nine people on similar charges split between two courts in the land. 
 
As before many of those now in detention are members of the United Democratic 
Front these include publicity secretary ëTerrorí Lekota and national general secretary 
Popo Molefe. Another victim of the justice system is Fr G Moselane, the cleric who 
inspired a Johannesburg protest march that was led by Bishop Tutu. Bail will be 
applied for all on 25/6 even though the Attorney General has already signed a 
certificate of refusal under the Internal Security Act. 
 
Crime sweeps, by the police, in Thumahole and Mokwwallo townships in the Orange 
Free State, have resulted in the arrest of 195  persons on charges ranging from theft, 
possession of stolen goods and the illegal brewing of beer. During the past 72 hours 
acts of rioting in the state have resulted in 15 people being wounded and property 
destroyed by fire in Thanbog and Welkom townships. 



 
Thurs 13 
 
Joining in the South African sponsored ëcelebrationsí at the independence of Namibia 
will be five members of the Conservative party. They will travel, at the expense of 
Pretoria, as guests of the transitional government and in defiance of the London 
government. 
 
The most outspoken, known apologist for the apartheid regime, N Winterton MP for 
Macclesfeld, has indicated that with this MPC inspired government does not prevent 
the eventual internationally acceptable UNís settlement. Others attending are D Smith. 
Warwick and Lemington, W Shelton, Streatham, D G Bevan, Birmingham and 
Yardley and M Stevens Fulham. 
 
The foreign minister M Rifkind has called in ambassador Worall where the minister 
ëstrongly rebukedí Pretoriaís representative in London for his countries to abide by a 
1984 legal decision (qv 26/9). This will leave four British businessmen to take the 
consequences for Pretoriaís attempt to import embargoed military technology. 
 
Weapons, deemed to originate from Russia, were used as part of a new upsurge in 
violence in the townships. The shots were aimed at the homes of two black members 
of the black chamber in the tricarnel parliament. The police minister, le Grange 
blamed the ANC for the attacks. Later a message from, the previously unknown 
Western Cape Suicide Squad, claimed responsibility. Part of their statement said ìOur 
demand is that all the MPís  ... must resign because this fraudulent deal [the tricarmel 
parliament] is rejected by the majority of the people. Our demand is for one country 
one parliament.î 
 
If, as the police minister insists this is the work of the countries main liberation 
movement it would mean they have launched 34 attacks to date. In the whole of 1983 
there were 56 and the year of the signing of the Nkomat Accord the number was as 
low as 44. 
 
According to leading members of the United Democratic Front, who were speaking at 
a press conference in Johannesburg, members of the monolithic anti apartheid 
movement are target for assassination from a band of black mercenaries hired by the 
white community. 
 
Targets include Bishop Tutu, the Reverend F Chikane Transvaal vice president UDF, 
S Cooper  convener of the National Forum, P Quoboza editor of City Press newspaper 
and G Wauchope of Anzapo. There was a ëno commentí response from the police to 
these allegations. 
 
Fri 14 
 
Members of the South African Defence Force have launched a cross border raid into 
Botswana. Their aim was the destruction of alleged bases of the ANC in the countries 
capital Gaborone. The chief of the Defence Force, General C Viljoen, claimed the pre 
emptive strike was justified on the grounds that information received that liberation 
army members were set to infiltrate into South Africa. 



 
Condemnation of the attack, from the USA, Britain and the Botswana president was 
loud and angry. Quett Masarie called the raid an ìact of brutality and violence.î 
American reaction deemed the attack, in which 16 persons died, as a ëblow to the 
constructive engagement policy pursued by Washington. To show further disapproval 
its ambassador to Pretoria was ordered home. London also made ambassadorial 
moves by calling in Dr Worral where he was told by foreign secretary Howe that the 
raid was regarded as ìindefensible particularly in view of the diplomatic exchanges 
which had recently taken place between the South African and the Botswana 
governments on security matters. - the diarist writes - collected date undecipherable - 
 
In London, days before Namibia gains its ëtransitional independenceí from South 
Africa a warning has come from Swapo that the ceremony will not go ahead without 
interruption on 17/6. Even with this self granted status the people of Namibia, their 
supporters and most of the international community would be against them. 
 
Moves have been made, by Labour MP R Hughes, to have the Conservative Party 
place on record their disapproval of five of the party being present at the Windhoek 
ceremonies. A letter has been sent to party chairman Selwyn Gummer for such a 
move. 
 
As the UNís security council continue their debate on the Namibia/Angola/Cuban 
conundrum the Swapo organisation and information secretary, H Hamutenya, has 
made it known that the military might of Cuban troops in Angola have been offered to 
the liberation movement in their drive to expel Pretoriaís forces out of the country. 
The offer was still under discussion. 
 
At the Security council debate itself the Angolan foreign minister, A van Duen, called 
on the liberation movement and the South African forces to come to a cease fire 
agreement before they left the area. The minister added that the linkage of 
independence of Namibia and Cuban troop withdrawal was a non starter.The 
American contribution to the debate came as ambassador Jose Sorzano said that the 
gap between the two sides ëcould be bridged.í 
 
If the government of Angola is correct, and Pretoria denies the claim, there are four 
motorised brigades and 15 battalions with 20, 000 troops massed along the countries 
borders, High command in Pretoria dismiss the claim as propaganda. 
 
Plans for the largest conference, since 1969, by members of the African National 
Congress, are sett for 16/6. Although the actual venue is not being revealed to 
outsiders it is known that it will be held in the south of the country over a period of 10 
days. Up for discussion, among the assumed 200 delegates, is the background to the 
mounting violence, the role of the banned group  and the delegates feeling of whether 
to encourage overseas companies to withdraw from the country even though the black 
economy will suffer. 
 
Leader Comment The victim is small and inoffensive busy and violent times for the 
various factions in the southern African region have passed and to come in the near 
future. from the remembering of the Soweto massacre of 1976, the past 10 months of 



township violence - blacks and security forces both - a ëfree Namibiaí, Swapo and the 
military, the Botswana raid and the coming ANC ëstrategy meetingí all at one time. 
 
Actions of the South African police or the members of the Defence Force in trying to 
contain riots or cross border incursions show that ìSouth African terrorists in uniform 
whether blue or khaki continue to make a mockery of all protestations of reformist 
intentions.î 
 
Letter   G van N Viljoen Minister of Cooperation and Development SA 
Embassy London W C 2 uprooting communities, from barren land which is the case 
of much depravation, is not forced removal (see letter 6/6) it is moving then into a 
better lifestyle. Resettlement is not ëcoerced or enticedí from communities rather it is 
achieved by ëclose consultationí and ësupportí of the people. 
 
Sat 15 
 
Feuding anti apartheid groups are being blamed for the deaths of two children, aged 
16 and 7 years old, as police went into action in townships near Port Elizabeth. The 
elder boy died in Motherwell township un the coast 600 miles south of Johannesburg. 
He was lying near a stack of burning tyres on 13/6. The younger child was stoned and 
buried in Zwide township in the Eastern Cape. In the north of the OFS a man was 
stoned to death after being set upon by a mob of blacks. 
 
Sun 16 
 
With much of the countries borders sealed, whether by natural boundaries, electrified 
fences or routine military patrols the recent raid into Botswana was the way Pretoria 
chose to close the last perceived infiltration point into its lands. Also seen as a reprisal 
for attacks on the homes of a deputy minister in the Coloured chamber of the Pretoria 
parliament. 
 
The American administration now notes that the relation between the two 
governments is at an all time low, akin to the relationship that the Carder 
administration, of the 1970ís, had with the apartheid states leaders. 
 
There was an ëshow of strengthí towards the ANC as it gathered to consider its future 
strategy as it gathered in secret conclave inside the country where also there will be 
discussions on ways to increase and extend its underground network in the black 
townships and ìdevelop the peoples war.î As 1985 has been declared Year of the Cadre 
the ANC will need to recruit locally in the townships to replace those who have fled 
abroad for training. 
Twenty four hours before Pretoria defies the international community grants its World 
War One spoil of war territory of Southwest Africa its independence speculation is 
rife that Moses Katjuionua aged 43 will become the first leader of the eight man 
council of ministers to run Namibia. Deemed a ëtraitor and sentenced to deathí by the 
Swapo organisation it is an economy in a shambles that he had taken over. 
 
As president of the territories oldest political party, the Southwest African National 
Union [Swanu], formed in 1959 which predates - by 12 months the rival Swapo 
movement - which he joined in 1960. Already exiled as 17 years old in Dar es Salaam 



the capital of Tanzania from where he travelled to Sweden gaining an MA in 
international affairs. Thence to Canada. In the intervening years the academic roved 
the world on behalf of Third World as head of the Cairo office and making visits to 
Peking, Moscow and Havana. 
 
As of this time the president elect makes this plea to his opponents ìCome and join us 
in a government of national reconciliation. The armed struggle has had its day. Itís 
time for Namibia to change tactics.î 
 
Mon  17 
 
As already forecast protests will hit the streets of Windhoek, the capital of Namibia, 
on the eve of the ëhand over of powerí from the South Africans to the eight man 
transitional government. There will be a march and mass meeting, called by the 
Swapo deputy leader Dan Tjongarero, through the streets to the soccer stadium. This 
mid day, the same time that the ëofficialí ceremony is taking place, will show the 
feelings of ëprogressiveí organisations and the mass of the people feel about the 
imposed settlement. Only one group, National Independence Party, is meeting legally. 
Other participants declined to sign an agreement that indicated the end of the armed 
struggle. 
 
As art begins to imitate life in South Africa, a play written by satirist Dirk Uys 
ëParadise is Closing Downí centres on lives of persons living ëbehind the wireí in a 
protected environment. The satire is seen that it is the blacks on the inside with the 
whites looking in. The plot could be [is?] a mirror image of the lives of 32 black 
policemen now working for the white authorities in locations like Kwanobuhle who 
have to live behind the wire as their homes have been destroyed and lives threatened 
for collaborating with the apartheid regime. 
 
In the words of academic Professor Hermon Giliomee, a speaker at a Carnegie 
conference on poor blacks writes ìWhite South Africa should once and for all learn 
the lesson that there is one thing more dangerous than a strong black political party 
and that is the absence of it. 
 
Tues 18 
 
In the run up to the remembrance of the events of Soweto ë76 disturbances occurred 
in Bophuthatswana where a policeman was killed, one of three who died, as a crowd 
of a bout 100 stones the police as they investigated claims of the illegal sale of beer. 
 
The Soweto ë76 incidents happened in the Eastern Cape as police fired tear gas and 
rubber bullets and bird shot. Later a burned body of  woman was found dead after her 
legs had been tied together a then set alight. 
 
Still angry, following the recent military raid on Botswana (qv). the American 
diplomats in Pretoria have been told not to participate in any meetings with 
government officials in Pretoria. Even a long planned Independence Day party, on 
4/7, at the embassy has been cancelled on Washingtons orders. Previous to these 
moves two US diplomats, with direct access to secretary of state G Shultz, have 
recently visited the apartheid state to review American policy there. 



 
The authorities in Gaborone, the capital of Botswana, have released the final casualty 
list after the SADF incursion. The list f the dead show eight victims were from across 
the border, a 6 year old boy from Lesotho, a Dutch citizen of Somali extraction and to 
of the countries nationals. 
 
The forecast and Swapo inspired march (qv 17/6) through the streets of Windhoek and 
into the football stadium in the black township of Katatura attracted as many as 2, 000 
marchers. The chanting and freedom song singing protesters, against imposed 
independence, were met by baton wielding and tear gas police. Many of the people 
were only returning homes. 
 
In light of the possibility of police violence the plan to march through the streets of 
Namibiaís capital the organisers cancelled the plan. The security forces had earlier 
gone all out to stifle the advertising for the rally. One incident reported was that a 
vehicle advertising the meeting was rammed by police vehicles. 
 
At the handing over of power ceremony, before a multi racial crowd of about 150, 
000, president Botha wished the government well on this historic day for Namibia. 
Called on the new government, a coalition of six multi racial political parties, to 
maintain and broaden the growing consensus between the different groups, 
communities and parties in the territory. 
 
It would seem that, according to the International Conference of Free Trade Unions 
[ICFTU] that the British Tyre and Rubber Company does not offer good wages to its 
black employees at its plant in the apartheid state. 
 
Their report says that BRTís factory in Horwick Natal pays its workers ëstarvation 
wages.í The Geneva based organisation indicates that BTR Samcol, who run the 
Horwick plant and itself is owned by BTR South Africa, has been known to pay 
workers as little as R304/month. Under the EECís voluntary wage agreement 
companies, with  work force in the country, are pledged to pay 50% above the 
minimum wage to its work force there. 
 
Such was the feeling of exploitation and the non agreement by management, at the 
Natal plant, for union recognition the workforce, went on strike as recently as 30/4. 
within three days all 975 workers had been sacked. As of now there are 560 non union 
workers employed to manufacture the plants rubber belts and other industrial rubber 
products. 
 
Other names on the ICFTU 20 strong international hit list of companies is the 
Canadian shoe manufacturer Bata which also operates in the homelands. In all unions 
from the 99 countries will be hard on the heals of companies that breach wage 
payment rules. 
 
Wed 19 
 
A London conference where speaker after speaker warned prime minister Thatcher 
that for Britain to stand alone against the international communityís call for economic 
sanctions against Pretoria would leave the country isolated. 



 
The SDP leader D Owen and the Commonwealth secretary general S Ramphal both 
has strong words for the prime minister ahead of the multi nation meeting in Nassau 
in 10/85. As the leader of the Commonwealth would it not be better for Britain to take 
the lead against the apartheid state indicated the politician rather than being named as 
Pretoriaís last protector at the UN security council. Otherwise the Americans, 
although, now reluctant to impose economic measures against Pretoria, a change of 
the American mind is taking place which could lead to the Washington administration 
having a change of heart. 
 
The plea from Shridath Ramphal - ìWhat will the Commonwealth do? Must we wait 
for the Americans either to take the lead or abort it? Must we not instead give a lead 
and not merely join a movement. We must point the way forward. Why should not the 
Commonwealth, now with the strength of a collective voice call upon South Africa to 
release Nelson Mandela unconditionally?î 
 
This plea was made on the backs of the support of the previous secretary general a 
Smith of Canada. Along with D Owen all three persons agreed that the South African 
sanctions issue will be at the top of the agenda at the next Commonwealth conference. 
 
Thurs 20 
 
The mounting criticism of the raid, by members of the South African Defence Force, 
on alleged bases of the ANC inside Botswana, have been deemed so hurtful that 
president Botha has mounted a defence. In parliament, at the end of the last session of 
the countries new multi racial legislative, the raid was explained away as being 
justified. 
 
In as much as the nation is under threat, internally and externally, parliament was told 
that might of international law came into play. The law is there to allow states to 
protect its people against aggression. The raid was mounted because a neighbouring 
country was harbouring terrorists. All the presidents claims were rejected by the 
Botswana government. 
 
There was again the offer, from the administration in Pretoria to come to an 
understanding with the Botswana government that by the adherence to certain 
ëground rules,í a ban on support of those who would overthrow the apartheid regime, 
from using their nation for cross border raids into South Africa. 
 
Fri 21 
 
As the United Nations comes to the end of its discussions, of the recent military action 
inside Angola, where the South African military were caught near the oil enclave of 
Cabinda, censure resolutions are far from ready to be voted on. Already on the table is 
one from the Non Aligned Movement which ëstrongly condemnsí the raid. 
 
Attached to this is a critique of the apartheid states use of Namibia as a spring board 
for its operations in Angola. Here it offers assistance to Unita as it conducts a military 
campaign to oust the present government. 
 



Despite the war of words between the authorities in Pretoria and Gaborone (qv) 
intelligence sources indicate that documents seized, many thousands of then, along 
with computer discs show that a ìterrorist war machineî was being disseminated from 
the buildings claimed to be an ANC base. In the opinion of Major C Williamson it 
was possible that the liberation movement was going about its secret work without the 
knowledge of the Botswanan government. 
 
Riot police were active overnight in Soweto, where they fired rubber bullets and bird 
shot a crowd of rioters after the death of a resident there. In Durban pamphlets, from 
the banned ANC and the South African Communist Party reached all persons as a 
bomb spewed out its contents. 
 
Sat 22 
 
With only two of the eight ministers white who have been appointed to provide the 
rule of law in the newly ëindependentí Namibia president Botha has handed the battle 
of winning the hearts and minds of the people away from the Swapo organisation. 
 
Following the recent hand over ceremony in Windhoek the head of military 
intelligence Colonel J Vorster told of the 20 year battle on the countries borders to try 
and win the people of Namibia ëspirituallyí. It seems that the might of the South 
African military  and the economic cost to Pretoria could not be sustained with the 
ever growing threat from internal foes determined to see the end of the apartheid 
regime. 
 
Since 1978, according to the military, Swapo forces have lost half its strength 
internally as 3, 400 were aiding the Luanda government in their fight with Unita 
forces. This left, according to General Meiring head of Defence in Namibia, 1,500 
inside the country and only 220 were deployed as combatants at this time. Even this 
figure does not indicate the 346 guerillas who have died or been captured up to the 
present time. 
 
A completely different perspective is placed on the military assessment by Professor 
G Totemeyer of Cape Town University a political scientist. Academics are of the 
opinion that neither side in the conflict can win the war. 
 
The economic woes of Namibia have been set out by Secretary of Finance J Jones In 
all but one year, 1981, this year is the sixth year of negative growth of the countries 
GDP. In ë83 it was 4. 3% by 1984 it had fallen to 0. 3%. Fixed investments over the 
last 9 years :£131m /R 331.7m in 1975 to £47m / R119.4m in 1983. Unemployment 
16, 000 persons [20%]. Inflation 11.9% 1 - 5/85. In 1981 26% of all urban wage 
earners fell below the poverty datum line of £579. 36 /R1, 460 a year as did 35% of 
males and 66% of all black females. Population growth of 3% and no growth in 
economic real terms for 10 years Namibia has every right to be termed a poor country. 
 
Government spending - education 1980, white child, £455 / R1,148 Coloured [mixed 
race] child £229 /R 578 : black child £40 /R103. 
 
Detailing military raids, in the recent past or to come, Pretoria urged its neighbouring 
countries to do all it can to prevent the African National Congress fighters from using 



their territory as bases from which they cross into South Africa and carry out military 
operations. Government radio indicated that two country negotiations, a process 
successfully completed with Mozambique and Swaziland, is the best way to ensure 
there are no cross border raids happen. 
 
Lives continue to be lost in the townships. Outside Johannesburg, in Kathema 
township, a man was shot dead by police as a petrol bomb was thrown into his home 
in an attempt to destroy it. A manís burnt body was found in Kwazakele township 
outside Port Elizabeth. 
 
Sun 23 
 
The campaigning group, the End Conscription Group, that is opposed to the call to 
military service for the young white 18 - 25 year old is having success as more and 
more whites are refusing to be drafted into the military to keep order tin the 
townships. According to Laurence Nathan the national organiser support has grown at 
a rate unimaginable 12 months ago at the campaigns inception. ìWhen we began there 
was little interest, but since the troops began operating in the townships we have been 
sp overwhelmed with inquiries we can hardly cope.î 
 
A measure of their claimed support will be on show at a ëpeace rallyí which is to take 
place at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg in seven days time. Here 
will be gauged the publics support for those who are against the militarisation of the 
countries youth as they send the ëtroepiesí to the ëborderí - a euphemism for the bush 
country of northern Namibia and the inevitable skirmishes with Swapo. 
 
The figures drawn up by the ECC indicate that about 3, 000 young men dodge the 
draft each year by leaving the country. However in 1/85 7, 000 fled after the military 
were ordered into the townships to aid the police. 
 
Mon 24 
 
Two limpet mine attacks, in the coastal town of East London, have set an unwanted 
record as far as the government is concerned. - explosions 43 and 44 - shows that this 
number of attacks by liberation forces is the same number as was carried out in the 
whole of 1984. To those that watch this growing military activity these bomb blasts 
indicate that the 1984 Nkomat Accord is having little influence on the ability to mount 
such operations. 
 
Initially immediately after the Maputo/Pretoria non aggression pact was signed, and 
the expulsion of Congress from Mozambique, attacks did fall. In 1983 there were 56 
attacks and in ë84 the forty four already acknowledged. With the rise of ANC military 
activity the academics point out that attacks mounted have become more spread out 
and not only adjacent to the lands bordering black neighbouring countries. Strategists 
suggests that this move westward indicates that countries such as Botswana now offer 
bases such missions. 
 
The United Democratic Front have been blamed for a grenade attack on the home and 
life of the Reverend Ebenezer Maqina a member of the Anzanian Peoples 
Organisation who lives in the Port Elizabeth township of New Brighton. The cleric 



indicated that the grenade attack came after an approach of suspect group. Anzapo 
members then ran, from a bullet attack into his house. Then the grenade was thrown. 
 
Other attacks, that have occurred over the last 48 hours, in 22 incidents of rioting 
throughout the country. Police officials in Pretoria say that in total seven police 
vehicles seven busses 13 houses, two shops and a government owned beer hall were 
attacked. In their defence police used tear gas. rubber bullets and shotguns. 
 
The life style of the South African housewife and her black domestic help is 
examined, by the British film maker M Hameresh Maids and Madams, the diarist 
writes, see SA Tape 3  22/6,  where maid and mistress both live in fear. The Maid may 
be dismissed at any moment or the Madam can be fined £250 for allowing a ëstay 
overí with the domestic servant. 
 
Tues 25 
 
Ten years of independence for Mozambique military conflict still stalks the land. As 
president Machel takes the lead in the ceremonies the civil war preys heavily on his 
mind. With a limited number of Zimbaweís troops, 1, 500, stationed along the 
countries rail link to the port of Beira, a regional summit was held on 12/6 to discuss 
further cross country cooperation. The outcome of this meeting, that also included 
Tanzania,  was an offer of more troops to confront the MNR rebels especially in 
Sofala and Manica provinces. 
 
From the point of view of Zimbabwe to have to have the opportunity to be given free 
rain and take on the rebels away from their guard role of defending the railway line 
would limit the time they were outside Zimbabwe. 
 
As the London conference of the Commonwealth Committee on Southern Africa 
continues the negative position of Britain, over the imposition of economic sanctions, 
was condemned by Jamaica and Australiaís representatives. Also discussed was the 
recent military raid on an alleged base of the ANC in the countries capital. Such was 
the concern of CCSA over recent events that every available High Commissioner 
attended the meeting. An end statement made note of the ëdeteriorating situation in 
the region and condemned the situation in Botswana and the isolation of the British 
government. Their next meeting would be in 7/85 where a review of the heads of 
governments thinking on UN resolution 435, an independent Namibia, would take 
place. 
 
Wed 26 
 
As members of the national executive of the African National Congress, meeting in 
Lusaka, come to the end of a seven day gathering - its only its second such meeting 
since 1969 - warnings have been issued to the apartheid state that military activities 
will be intensified. The announcement by the movements president Oliver Tambo to 
ìintensify the struggle at all costsî would inevitably increase the chances that civilians 
would be caught up in the conflict. Further into the presidents speech a justification 
for the intensification. ìWe have declared war because apartheid has been waging war 
on our people anyway.î 
 



In the politics of the Lusaka meeting Oliver Tambo was re elected as president and the 
secretary general, A Nozo, held onto his post. The 250 delegates then voted one white, 
two Asians and two Coloureds onto the NEC. There were messages of support from 
jailed leaders of Congress from inside South Africa. The smuggled note, signed by 
Nelson Mandela, said in part ìwe feel sure that all those delegates who will attend the 
conference share the aspiration of unity because unity is the rock on which the ANC 
was formed. ...... We share the aspiration and position taken by Comrade Tambo and 
the ANC leadership.î 
 
A township outside the small town of Howick, 60 miles from the city of Durban in 
rural Natal, where the Sarmcol factory - which is part of the British owned BTR 
company -  at the centre of a labour dispute erupted in violence. Sacked factory 
workers, of which there are about 950, attacked newly employed workers who were 
being bussed away from the rubber products factory after a days work. According to 
police two people aboard, which was carrying 80 people, the buss died. 
 
According to the management an agreement, between the reached - after the services 
of the labour conciliation board - with the Metal and Allied Workers Union and BTR. 
Come the time to seal the deal the union placed a new document on the table which 
contained important changes. These the company could not agree to. The 950 workers 
then walked out without going through the dispute procedure of mediation. 
 
A partial desegregation of South African Railways has been pushed through 
parliament. The initial move came from the Coloured and Indian chambers of the 
tricarnel parliament. At cabinet level, which is dominated by the whites, members 
insisted that there be a few whites only coaches. This last bastion of old style 
apartheid will be relegated to the dustbin of history on 1/9. 
 
The cabinets decision was attacked by the leader of the Coloured Labour Party, the 
Reverend A Hendrickse who sand ìthere is no justification for the continuation of 
segregation at this level.î At cabinet level, the Minister Without Portfolio and leader 
of the Solidarity Party in the Indian Chamber, warned that this decision would give 
credence that the new triracial parliament is being used to camouflage a new style 
apartheid. 
 
Police evidence shows that the ANC ësuicide squads was being controlled from 
Maseru in Lesotho and Gaborone in Botswana. 
 
Thurs 27 
 
As a night of violence erupted in a number of townships across South Africa an 
explosion rocked the capital of the Transkie. In the largest attack, by saboteurs since 
the Sasol oil refinery was attacked five years ago, a petrol depot was destroyed and an 
electricity power station were destroyed in Untara. Homeland police chief, Brigadier 
L Kawe, said the damage was caused by limpet mines. The cost was put at millions of 
pounds by Chief G Mantanzima whoís government has already signed a non 
aggression pact with Pretoria. The attack caused no fatalities. 
 
In Kwatemba Tsakane and Duduza townships in the East Rand eight people died in a 
series of explosions. A few of those who died were Duduza members of the township 



branch of the Congress of South African Students who were prominent in the UDF 
affiliated anti apartheid organisation. 
 
From the police evidence it was stated that the targets were the homes of township 
policemen and an electricity sub station. The dead each had their right hand blown off 
which would indicate that the hand grenade, known to have been of Russian origin, 
exploded before they were thrown. This could be due to a faulty firing pin or as a 
result of faulty training. 
 
This explanation was dismissed by the UDFís publicity secretary M Morobe who 
thought that ësomething sinister was going on. We will however find out what the 
truth is.í Also the townships Civic Association member, M Radebe, was sceptical 
asking ìIf you were trying to throw a grenade why would just your hand be blown off. 
It should have blown the whole person apart. 
 
A known peacemaker between the UDF and Anzapo, the Suffragan Anglican Bishop 
of Johannesburg S Nkoane, had his home in the township of Kwatema petrol bombed 
for a second time in less than seven days. 
 
In London, where earlier he has spoken at the Commonwealth Conference on 
Southern Africa, the leader of the Swapo movement urged on the government to 
isolate the new multi party, Pretoria inspired independent government in Namibia. 
Sam Nujama In his plea to foreign secretary Howe it was asked that Britain should 
not allow the members of the Windhoek regime to visit London. 
 
Answering for the government Howe said Britain would not recognise the ëpuppet 
regmeí it may still talk to members of the regime. In his view this ëindependentí 
Namibian administration would not last long. This was based on the premise that the 
1982, the Democratic Turnhalle Agreement fell even as the nation was given a vote, 
and this ëimposed internal settlementí did not allow the Nambian people a say. 
 
In Leeds city centre a protest group occupied a roof top for three hours. The 18 people 
were on the roof of Commerce House, Wade Lane, in protest at the forthcoming 
Leeds Chamber of Commerce trade mission to the apartheid state.  Down below a 
second group handed out leaflets which read ëWe must stop this trade delegation ... 
called Leeds business men fat cats and accused LCC of going to South Africa to rake 
in more filthy profits.í 
 
Fri 28 
 
A 25/6 attack by MNR rebels in Mozambique left 24 dead eight wounded and 22 
persons abducted. The convoy of vehicles were on the road from the capital to Gaza 
province. The busses and private vehicles had reached Patequei 30 miles into their 
journey when they were caught in an ambush. The name of one of the fatalities, a 
Chinese agricultural technician Tao Nao who was working in Manhica in the southern 
province of Maputo, was released. 
 
It is viewed that the rebels are making it a point to attack on civilians since the 
Nkomat Accord was signed. Latest targets have been a power plant and a factory that 
manufactures cement roofing sheets. Such was the damage that production stopped. 



As the UDFís publicity secretary and a member of the Duduza Civic Association, 
Morobe and Radebe respectively, question the police slant of the township deaths (qv 
27/6) members of the South African Council of Churches step in and question the 
police readiness of answers. As one cleric said ìTruth is the first casualty of war.î 

Many township residents offered observations - three explosions at about midnight : 
too frightened to go outside till day break: one body, of the three observed with a head 
blown off :fights between residents for possession of the bodies which the police 
won : warnings from the police to Nomsa Radebe that her husband ìYour time is 
running short ... watch your step ... children are still young. 

Letter Reverend J Johansen - Berg 2 Kingís Avenue London W 5 although the 
cost, to Pretoria, of its internal settlement is high for that countries people the cost is 
much higher. Personal visits induce calls for help from these same people for a 
peaceful solution. The writers view is that the only way forward is cease fire : 
internationally supervised elections which would lead this multi racial society being 
represented by those themselves have picked. A model for the future of a non racial 
South African government. 

Sat 29 

The Inkatha political party, mainly centred in the KwaZulu Natal province, has been 
in existence for 10 years and a celebration rally will take place in Ulundi the spiritual 
home of the Zulu Nation. Called to the rally will be about 5, 000 followers of Chief 
Gatcha Buthelezie and a number of invited guests. 

Among those missing from the gathering will be members of rival anti apartheid 
groups who are opposed to the Inkatha party who deem it possible to work within the 
system to change the government policies so that they give all peoples an even chance 
in South African society. Both The Anzanian Peoples Organisation and the UDF have 
declined the invite. 
A total strike, in the gold mines, is in the offing as the National Union of Mineworkers 
has rejected a pay offer from the Chamber of Mines. Having turned down a final pay 
offer the executive will now organise a ballot of the 150, 000 miners in the countries 
18 gold mines where union recognition is allowed. The ballot comes hard on the heels 
of a sacking, and the subsequent reinstatement of 17, 000, miners at two mines eight 
weeks ago (qv 30/4). 

As to the pay issue the union demanded 23% and the Chamber offer was for 19% to 
its black workers. Pay rates usually are increased on 1/7. Even though the white 
miners union accepted an 11% wage rise this still works out more that the ëfinal offerí 
to there black colleagues in ëabsolute termsí. 

As a policy ëforced removals,íwhen carried out on the black population of an area 
deemed as being needed by the whites, is seen as the very worst actions of the 
apartheid state. In Soweto township mayor E Kunene is in the process of clearing out 
a community of 20, 000 Coloureds from Noordgesig as there are many blacks waiting 
for a home in the township on the outskirts of Johannesburg. Justifying the clearances 



the mayor says ì..It is a waste of time our Coloured brothers and sisters trying to 
remain in the area. There is apartheid in this country and they have their own areas.î 

Just had been feared, in the wider international community, it has been admitted that 
their raid into Botswana and an earlier incursion at a Cabinda oil instillation in Angola 
has slowed down any attempt that the American peace initiative in the region was 
making. 

In a long statement Chester Crocker, the assistant secretary of state for African affairs 
said, ìI think that there is no question that things like the Cabinda operation has 
unsettled the negotiating process. ..We donít see South Africa or Angola as closing 
the door on the negotiation process. But nor are they moving very rapidly. 



JULY 1985 
 
 
Mon 1 
 
A ëhot pursuit raidí into Angola, by the South African troops still inside Namibia, has 
resulted in the deaths of members of the Swapo military forces. According to chief of 
the Defence Force, General C Viljoen, troops penetrated 12 miles across the border 
and stated that it was the largest incursion since the agreed pull out of troops began in 
4/85. For their troubles the force lost one soldier and one injured. The General 
indicated that the troops would leave Angola as quickly as possible. This may be 
delayed until a seek and remove search for hidden arms and explosives must be 
carried out first. 
 
The raid was sparked by guerilla actions, ëdeeds of terrorí, since 28/6, in Ovamboland 
and its people. In the three attacks, in the north, two bridges were destroyed - thereby 
cutting links between two towns - and 20 telegraph poles were blown up. And an 
attack on the SADF base in the town of Eenhana. 
 
As a prelude to the raid Angola was warned of the impending operation against 
Swapo and that the SADF would not engage any Angolon troops encountered. 
Pretoria also said that the search and punish mission was not a breach of the Lusaka 
Accord the 2/84 promise to remove South African troops from southern Angola. 
 
Gone missing are two members of the Craddock community, a township on the 
outskirts of Port Elizabeth. They were named as M Goniwe a township school 
headmaster and F Calata the chairman of the Cradock Residents Association 
[Cradora]. The bodies of two other persons, S Mkhonto executive member of Cardora 
and S Mhlawuli a teacher from the neighbouring town of Oudshroon both badly 
burned were found near their burned out vehicle. Gonwie and Calata were prominent 
members of the UDF. 
 
Residents of Cradock see these disappearances in the same light as the those of the 
people who are sceptical of the recent deaths in other East rand locations (qv 27/6). 
Talking about recent events that could have focused the might of the state on head 
teacher M Gonwie it has been noted that he was one of the leaders of an 18 month 
school boycott as the local authorities attempted to have him transferred to another 
school. More community support came as he was detained by police for five months. 
There had been a questioning at a police road block near Port Elizabeth in 4/85, and in 
the mind of wife Nonyameko, there was no doubt that ìthey regarded him as a king 
pinî 
 
This harassment of members of civic associations, in the Port Elizabeth area is not 
uncommon. On their way to the cities airport, in 5/85, three community leaders of the 
cities civic association went missing as they travelled to see an official from the 
British embassy. Two were named as its president Q Godoizi and secretary S Hashe. 
 
In her endeavours to find out the whereabouts of her father P Hashe petitioned the 
Supreme court to force the high command of the police and the minister of law and 
order to produce one of the three men. The case was thrown out, and costs awarded 



against her, as the judge said there was no evidence that the police held any of the 
three men. 
 
 
Tues 2 
 
Drís Lang and Tucker have been charged with disgraceful or improper conduct over 
their participation into an inquiry as to the circumstances over the death of Steve Biko 
the leader of the Black Consciousness Movement eight years ago. This new court case 
comes after six leading medics petitioned the South African Medical and Dental 
Council. If found guilty, after the Pretoria Supreme court ruling the two could be 
struck off the medical register and not allowed to practise medicine. 
 
As the countries black gold miners prepare to ballot, over a strike action in support of 
a wage claim, a mine clash has left one miner dead as 20, 000 workers downed tools 
and went on strike. 
 
The General Mining Union Corporation said that at three locations, two in the 
Transvaal and one in the Orange Free State orders had been ordered back to work as 
sporadic clashes continued. It also said that they has sacked 560 workers at two other 
mines within the last 72 hours. The outcome of the vote of the black NUM workers, 
who have a membership of 150, 000 as against a total of 550, 000 gold and coal 
miners, is eagerly awaited. 
 
Wed 3 
 
A long awaited report, from the governmentís own Human Sciences Research 
Council, has dismissed the long held view - by the international and the non white 
communities within and without the country - that apartheid has failed to solve South 
Africaís racial problems. 
 
Within the reports 185 pages, compiled by 35 academics and community leaders there 
are recommendations that the government talks to leaders of all races to establish full 
fair and free democratic nation. A warning about the countries future progress can be 
read in one finding. A majority of the black population, 66%, believe that the only 
way for the above aims to be achieved is with the use of violence. 
 
The report also warns of the over use of the excessive security laws by the police is 
also a major stumbling block towards a peaceful solution. In practice such laws are 
for the protection of the state. In these troubled times they are being used against 
people and organisations who protest in extra parliamentary opposition to 
governmentís racial policies. 
 
One of the conclusions called for the abolition of the influx control laws, one of the 
perceived pillars of apartheid, which restricts the free movement of blacks and in 
particular their entry into white designated towns. 
 
Police said that they had located the bodies of M Goniwe, head teacher and 
community leader in Cradock and his fellow anti apartheid campaigner F Calata (qv 
2/7). Both men were found with stab wounds by the roadside outside Port Elizabeth. 



 
A grenade attack in Kwazakele, on the East Rand, left two children dead and man 
hacked to death. It was thought that the attackers were members of the Anzapo 
organisation. The 2, 000 miners, employed by the General Mining Corporation who 
walked out on 1/7 have returned to work. Management had threatened to sack them if 
they did not. 
 
The ANC offices in Lusaka, the capital of Zambia, were rocked by a bomb blast. 
Reports indicated that the blast damaged the gateway to the complex and the attackers 
were beaten off after the gate keeper drove them off with his machine gun. Both the 
Zambian and Congress put the blame for the attack on the South Africans as it follows 
a patten - the recent incursion into Botswana. 
 
Thurs 4 
 
Leader Comment A voice of white reason are the findings of the Human Rights 
Research Council as they give their verdict on the apartheid system. While it might 
not go as far as the rest of the international community would like it to for their own 
people to claim that ëdespite bona fide intentions the goal of separate but equal simply 
cannot be achievedí goes a long way towards the reports conclusions. 
 
As with the Kannemeyer report, into the Langa massacre, this report shows that ìtime 
is short and underlines our long standing conviction that the repeal of the barbaric 
security laws is the sine qua non of genuine reform. 
 
Fri 5 
 
In London a former political prisoner, for the crime for furthering the Aims of the 
ANC, R Sutter has accused the apartheid regime of targeting senior members of the 
UDF for assassination by the states security services. As a Transvaal regional 
organiser for the broad based anti apartheid movement, along with his two fellow 
officials, raises this concern over the recent deaths and ëgone missingí status of 
officials in the Eastern Cape. 
 
ìThese people have not been selected at random they are key leadership figures in 
their regions. We do not know who is responsible for these abductions and killings, 
but we do know whose interests they serve - the apartheid regime.î 
 
More details were given about the events prior to the presumed abduction of Goniwe 
et al as they left a UDF strategy meeting in Port Elizabeth. Knowing that the four 
could be at risk of attack, their names had been on a list viewed 6 weeks past, as 
assurance that they would not stop the vehicle for any reason until they reached home 
in Cradock township. Already hunted down and killed by a group of vigilantes was 
Alexandra Pailane two weeks ago. 
 
A drunken rampage by miners at the British owned Lonhro company has resulted in 
the deaths of three workers at the Western Platinum Mine near Rustenburg. A 
company spokesman indicated that 85 black miners had been arrested on charges of 
arson and all but 200 of the 4, 500 miners had returned to work. 
 



The conflict was caused as management indicated that a wage increase, in line with 
the final offer from the Chamber of Mines, would be going into the miners wage next 
packet. On hearing this angry miners broke into a beer hall. With all the alcohol 
consumed some time later a drunken bus driver drove into a bunch of miners killing 
one, and injuring one. He himself was beaten to death by the crowd. The third death 
occurred in the nearby town as a miner was hit by a passing vehicle as he crossed the 
road. 
 
Police report five township deaths - three at the hands of a policeman in the Cape 
Provinceís Colesburg residential area as a crowd stoned his home. A forth man died of 
his injuries in hospital later. death number 5 happened in the Eastern Cape as a crowd, 
again, attacked a policemanís home. 
Sat 6 
 
Doctors Tucker and Lang (qv 2/7) have been found guilty on various charges 
concerning the death - eight years ago - of Steve Biko the leading light of the Black 
Consciousness Movement. Ben Tucker, the chief district surgeon of Port Elizabeth 
was found guilty of disgraceful and improper conduct. He was suspended for nine 
weeks from the medical roll. Ivor Lang, his assistant, was found guilty of improper 
conduct. His only punishment was a reprimand and the censure of his boss was 
suspended for 2 years. 
 
Knowing that the truth had come out the BC leaders widow Nonsikeelelo, said ìAt 
last the truth has come out, but I expected the sentences to be heavier.î 
 
The ëdisgraceful conductí elements of the charges, relating to the senior medic, were 
mainly centred on the decision to sanction the now naked prisoner 700 miles from the 
coastal town to Johannesburg in the back of a police Land Rover. This complicity was 
compounded by the fact that Biko was hyper ventilating and was unable to speak. In 
the opinion of the South African Medical and Dental Council board the results of a 
lumbar puncture should have been obtained before the journey was sanctioned. 
 
Sun 7 
 
Long suspected by the authorities in Mozambique, and now confirmed by a refuge 
who fled the Marxist regime into South Africa, elements of the police near the border 
with its neighbour are being coerced into going back across the border as fighters for 
the MNR rebel movement. As this would be seen as a breach of the Nkomat Accord 
Pretoria authorities have ordered an investigation. 
 
The information came about after a long investigation by the written media, most 
prominently journalists from the recently defunct Rand Daily Mail who started a new 
paper the Weekly Mail. After a long investigation it would seem their chief source 
was refugee P Mabaso was trapped into a working relationship with the intelligence 
services after being arrested, firstly on 6/1, as he returned from Maputo. Despite 
having the proper papers, arrest followed and then detention till 3/2, where he was 
ëseen by people from the MNRí and asked to join the rebels. 
 
His second encounter was after appearing in a court in Barberton where charges of 
being an illegal immigrant were dropped. Freed, and now on his way back to his 



Johannesburg home he was stopped by black policemen in the white town of Nespruit 
and ëmaltreatedí until he agreed to join the Mozambique guerilla movement. His 
ordeal only stopped when other police intervened. 
 
The Pretoria investigation will be carried out by Major Craig Williamson who, in the 
1970 carried out various undercover missions which enabled the state to obtain much 
information about the structure and plans of both the internal, external ANC along 
with the international anti apartheid campaign that faced South Africa. 
 
As to other evidence, unearthed by the media investigation, There are claims that the 
cells of Nespruit police station are full of  refugees awaiting a police decision on their 
future - send back or allow refugee status. Before this, a sometime wait of over 12 
months, rebels inside Mozambique have beaten and sometime killed those who would 
not join them. Even parents have abandoned children, for delaying the exodus as they 
flee across the border through the Kruger National Park. 
 
The London based international Lonhro company boss, Tiny Rowland, has in the 
recent past signed a large commercial deal with Mozambique that will make the 
company the largest investor in the country. At the same time he has persuaded 
neighbouring countries Tanzania and Zimbabwe to send 5, 000 troops to help Maputo 
restore order in the land. 
 
Mon 8 
 
The gritty determination of S Kgame president of the Urban Council Association of 
South Africa, the victim of numerous assassination attacks - the most recent within the 
last 72 hours - states that there is nothing you can do. You must pray that they donít 
come. 
 
This former teacher and journalist, now aged 57, formed Ucasa in 1979, with the aim 
of bringing all the black councils together as a united body and to improve the quality 
of councillors by educating them in decision making. As of this time as many as 50 
percent of the township authorities belong to Ucasa. 
 
Within the mainstream white Afrikaner community, a battle for the presidents position 
as head of the Voortrekker Youth Movement, so nearly ousted the current president Dr 
C Boshoff. One who would have brought a new ëenlightenedí policy failed in his 
attempt by only 23 votes. 
 
Tues 9 
 
The eight supermarket workers, employed by Dunns Supermarkets in Dublin, who are 
on strike as a protest over the company selling products originating from apartheid 
South Africa, have left the country to fly to South Africa. Here they will join with 
others in celebrating their 12 months long campaign. 
 
They will join with Bishop of Johannesburg, Desmond Tutu, in the remembrance of 
the beginning in 1984 (qv 17/6). The widespread support, for the eight sacked 
workers, who followed a union circular asking members not to handle such items. 



However the union, the Irish Distribution and Administrative Trade Union, were not 
able to persuade other Dunnís workers to follow the Dublin 8. 
 
Despite the backing of the Irish Trade Union Congress the dispute went to Labour 
Court, set up by Labour minister R Quinn, which called on the strikers to return to 
work and find another way to register their disapproval of the apartheid system. Its 
second recommendation was that the supermarket industry should limit the sale of 
produce from the country. 
 
Outbreaks of violence continue and deaths continue in Duduza township. The latest 
clashes have seen two men die and several youths were arrested by police. Unofficial 
figures say that five persons have died and several people, on a women, are detained 
in hospital. As to whether the residents thought that the police action was too severe a 
spokesman, Lieutenant T Jefferson, said that ìanyone who believes they have lawful 
cause for complaint can lay a charge at the nearest police station.î 
 
Residents were more concerned that the police were wearing head gear that shut of 
their faces so it was difficult to identify individuals. Police response - it was cold in 
the early mornings and the head gear only warmth. Anyway the balaclava was 
standard issue for police and the military. They were not used to hide identity. 
 
Away from the East Rand Steynberg township, in the Orange Free State, saw one 
death as police opened fire on a crowd. In Natal Howick township lost a resident, 
cause of death unknown. 
 
Wed 10 
 
At a mass funeral gathering in the Kwa Thema sports stadium a large crowd of 
township residents gathered. They were there to mourn the dead and were offered the 
chance to identify items, plucked from a plastic bag, of the persons in the four coffins 
lying at on the 100 metres running track. 
 
Unable to identify the proffered items, along with an honour guard of four girls and 
boys  all wearing T shirts emblazoned with ëthey server : they were sacrificed : they 
were selflessí proffered the Black Power salute all four were laid to rest. Outside the 
stadium youths, suspicious of an empty vehicle, had set it alight as it was assumed to 
belong to the police. 
 
Even as he funeral was taking place a number of shots were fired in the township, to 
youths, aged 10 and 17 years, were found lying in a pool of blood from bullet wounds 
to the head. Wittiness told of how, as the two were stoning the mayors house black 
two policemen emerged and fired their weapon 3 times. The wounded were rushed 
away from the scent to the nearest hospital in a saloon and a mini bus. 
 
Further attacks on the mayors home was stalled by the suffragan Bishop of 
Johannesburg East, the Reverend S Nkoane, intervened. After being called a sell out 
for not allowing the continued attack, he described as suicidal - bullets against stones, 
all went back to the funeral service. 
 



More details of the arms smuggling, of high a level technology status, has emerged 
during the Birmingham trial of D Salt and others who has been found guilty of 
conspiracy as of this date, was only penalised by Customs and Excise for a similar 
breach of the rules four years ago. 
 
For ten years such activities, and also involving West German and American 
companies, had been overseen by Salt. During this time frame, and with the 1976 
United Nations arms embargo to circumvent, supplies for the South African Air Force 
of Buccaneer light bombers, were delivered. His aims were achieved with the help of 
a former South African army colonel H Botha who is now assumed to be a member of 
the countries intelligence service, the NIS formerly known as Bureau of State 
Security. 
 
Other Coventry trialists M Gardiner, owner of the Coventry Engineering Company 
and two tourist hotels in Torquay, had already pleaded guilty to conspiracy . Co 
accused Cole and Swain who procured the aircraft parts : ditto.  The South African leg 
of the conspiracy having been allowed bail in 1984 refused - on Pretoriaís instruction 
- to return for trial (qv 26/9). Along with Malcolm Bird aged 48 and a jury that took 
three and a half hours in their deliberation the judges sentencing is awaited. 
 
The Customs and Excise fine levied, in 1984, on Reedman Heenan (qv 9/4), had Salt 
involved when he was managing director of a subsidiary . In this case the company 
chairman, A Murry, who has since died, was the only Reedman executive involved. 
He to was fined. 
 
Inside the apartheid state the role of Colonel Botha was to procure the parts that 
would keep the countries six aging Buccaneer S MK50 ës in the air and provide the 
technology to upgrade the Airforces air to air missile systems. This was achieved 
through a legitimate mining firm, Kentron, and the state procurement firm Armscour. 
The detailed papers, from the British C and E reveal that total fine came to£193, 000 
of which £60, 000 came from Reedman Heenan. 
 
Undeterred by fine or a warning from the government agency Bird and Salt became 
directors of a South African set up Quad Engineering. Each man held 125 of the 
ownership of Quad Engineering which made detonators. Through the GTI company, 
set up in West Germany, a second agency -  Tiefbhr Technik [TBT] based in Stuttgart 
which itself was an offshoot of the international Swiss company Schweizerische 
Industre Gesellschaf [SIG] which the early ë70ís trial heard manufactured machine 
gears and gun sights for Pretoria. These were ten sent to agents in South Africa. 
 
This current trial was instigated when reporters from the Coventry Telegraph notified 
Customs and Excise that 22 bronze gear wheels, labled as being from Salts 
Engineering,  were waiting at Birmingham Airport that they were seized. This took 
place in 3/84. 
 
Kwathema township, 25 miles east of Johannesburg, has seen seven more residents 
die as police opened fire on a crowd as petrol bombs were thrown at the homes of 
black policemen living in the township. Other deaths occurred at the cinema as people 
stampeded out during an attack. Other deaths?, two, happened outside the township at 
a funeral service. 



 
In the supreme court in Johannesburg associates of the Duduza four, who died after a 
hand grenade incident (qv), heard an application from N Shata. His lawyer asks for a 
restraining order against the police as his client claims the police are mounting a 
campaign of ëmolesting, harassing or assaulting the plaintiff. 
 
In evidence N Shata says he was with the now four dead men and approached on 21/6 
by two men who took his home address and agreed to meet again on 25/6. On that 
date and now seeing that they were armed police he, and his fellow anti apartheid 
activist dispersed. He did not stay at the given address over that night. Overnight 
shooting and explosions were heard and the next morning he saw the four bodies of 
his associates. 
 
A lawyer, acting on behalf of the minister for law and order agreed that no more 
harassment or assaults would be carried out against N Shata indefinitely as long as he 
kept his version of events to himself.   
 
Stoffel Botha, the new minister of Home Affairs, has signed an order that prevents the 
Dunns  supermarket workers, who were sacked of an apartheid protest (qv 9/7), from 
entering the country. They were due to meet with Bishop Tutu. In a statement the 
minister indicated that they were not welcome because their only purpose was to fuel 
their own prejudice and bring the government into disrepute. 
 
The initiates of the campaign, Mary Manning, had been granted entry via the embassy 
in London had at the time been and unidentified campaigner and because, as was 
restated ìSouth Africa is an open society.î 
 
With the largest treason trial the country has faced, since the jailing of Nelson 
Mandela et al, of members of the United Democratic Front and members of other anti 
apartheid organisations, less than 24 hours away, is of more significance that the 
plethora of similar trials in the period of 1956 - 1961. This smaller number, 16 as 
against 156 where non were found guilty, is of greater significance. Times are more 
troubled and the white controlled government claims it is committed to political 
reform. How can political reform take place when the people president Botha should 
be talking to now stand trial for their lives in the supreme court? 
 
Thurs 11 
 
Sentence has been passed, by Judge Mars Jones, on those found guilty of smuggling 
military technology - in breach of United Nations sanctions - on M Gardiner et al (qv 
10/7). The owner of the Coventry Engineering Works was fined £10, 000 and jailed 
for 15 months. D Salt jailed for 10 months and fined £25, 000. D Bird will serve one 
month jail time of a three month suspended sentence., as will M Swan. The fifth 
conspirator, H Cole aged 72 was fined £2, 500 for acting as Pretoriaís agent in 
shipping the plane parts. 
 
Hailing the move as a ìan important set back for South Africa in their efforts to break 
the arms embargoî the Anti Apartheid Movementís spokesman added ìwe trust the 
British government will now act in the light of the courts decision that there was 



conclusive evidence of a major South African conspiracy involving the systematic 
breaking of British law.î 
 
Attending a funeral, in Duduza township, the Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg 
Desmond Tutu, confronted a crowd of residents who were systematically beating 
someone who the crowd thought was a police informer. Earlier the man had been 
caught in a vehicle behind the crowd of 10, 000 mourners attending the funeral of four 
residents. An earlier attempt, by Bishop Simon Nkoane,  to save the mans life failed. 
However the Suffragan Bishop of Johannesburg did take the badly beaten man to 
hospital. 
 
As is common at township funerals, an honour guard is provided, T shits with the 
names of the dead imprinted on then along with quotations from ANC leaders 
imprinted on them. On this occasion, the funeral of the hand grenade throwers (qv) 
was no different. 
 
As the 10 strong party of Dublin residents, all sacked by Dunnes Supermarket 
management because of their anti apartheid activities, returned home after being 
refused entry into South Africa, the government demanded to know why this 
happened. 
 
It has emerged that even as the group joined a connecting flight, in London, apartheid 
government officials had informed the group that only two of the group would be 
allowed entry. However the whole group undertook the long flight. 
 
Letter   S Bell End Loans to South Africa making clear the European banking 
involvement with Pretoria is not just the multi national clearing banks. 
 
Fri 12 
 
Having failed to prevent Dutch citizen De Jonge entering that countries embassy in 
Pretoria members of the South African police charged into the grounds and tried to 
restrain him. This, in the eyes of the international community, was a clear breach of 
the diplomatic code. A foreign embassy is deemed a little piece of home in the foreign 
country. A such not even the host nation has access to it. This police incursion had the 
Hauge government call in Pretoriaís ambassador to give an explanation as to why this 
happened. 
 
Taken into custody, after ëonly partially entering the embassyí police indicated that 
the anthropologist had once before been detained in 6/95 after travelling from 
Zimbabwe to attend an interview at the University of Bophuthatswana. It is known 
that ex wife H Passtoors is in police custody and she is a studying for a doctorate in 
linguistic studies at Witwattersrand University in Johannesburg. Claims that her 
former spouse was detained over alleged associations with the ANC and arms caches 
have been verified by foreign minister Pik Botha. 
 
The details of his attempt to escape - despite being leg and hand rope tied- offering to 
show two non uniform, but arms carrying, police various locations of alleged ANC. 
Tricked into driving to a location, the police were unaware that this building held the 
Dutch embassy on floor one, the man made his bid for freedom. Partially across the 



doors threshold the Dutch Councillor offered the police a negotiation chance. They 
refused and bundled De Jonge away. 
 
More trouble in Duduza township overnight was police fire rubber bullets and tear gas 
as the crowds throwing petrol bombs and stones. There were three deaths. 
 
A move to remove the sale of civilian aircraft from the embargoed list enforced by the 
British government has been criticised even before export control orders are revision 
comes into effect. 
 
Work by the World Campaign against Military and Nuclear Collaboration with South 
Africa noted an earlier sale of four helicopters which had been supplied by the West 
German firm of Messerschmitt Boelkow Blohm. According to military reference the 
four can be adapted to take anti tank and other types of missiles. 
 
With Britain on the verge of selling eight BA 748 Coasterguarder planes to the South 
African Navy who can say to what additional use will they be put to? 
 
In London, politicians outside the government, have condemned these move. Labour 
leader N Kinnock has pledged that any future Labour government would tighten up 
the law covering arms sales to Pretoria and make the embargo effective. Joining in a 
pledge to tighten up the rules on arms sales were D Steele and D Owen of the Liberal 
Party and head of the SDP respectively. At the same Anti Apartheid Movement press 
conference chaired by F Dobson MP, the Labour representative for Holborn and St 
Pancras noted that five armament shipments from British companies to Pretoria in the 
1980ís resulted in C and E fines of £193, 000. and the senders of £2m worth of illegal 
arms to Pretoria have received no censure. 
 
Sat 13 
 
As the American president confronts the reality that Republican dominated Senate 
voted 80 : 12 in favour of imposing measured economic sanctions against Pretoria his 
strategy of ëconstructive engagementí faces a real challenge. Alternatively there is the 
veto option open to him. 
 
All the agreed measures, ban on exporting nuclear technology, sale of police 
computers and an end to bank loans to South African businesses, were accepted. As an 
add on the Senate agreed to a proposal that would see the United States start 
producing its own ëKrugerrand styleí gold coin. It was noted that this precious gold 
coin brought the apartheid state £418m worth of sales a year from the American coin 
collectors. There will be no ban on the definitive article. 
 
Reacting to the US vote a statement form the Johannesburg based South African 
Council of Churches said, through general secretary Dr Beyers Naude, ìWe pray that 
this decision will bring our government to understand the abhorrence of the apartheid 
system in the eyes of all in the world and cause our authorities now at last to decide 
for real change.î 
 



A second clerical concern, the relationship between the Anglican army chaplainís who 
choose to serve in the South African Defence Force, has come under scrutiny at 
triennial synod of the Anglican synod that has just ended in Pietmaritzburg. 
 
While serving in the SADF, with the rank of colonel, from his time they must not 
wear clothing that is easily identified as military issue, not able to carry weapons, to 
be paid by the Church and answer to their Bishop in all matters. They will hold their 
posts on a temporary basis so as not easily influence by military life or its politics. 
 
It would seem that this new look at the cooperation between church and military has 
been in light of the two million, 80%, of Anglican members are black in the now 
termed Church of the Province of South Africa. This emerging church is deeply 
affected by the ëunjust warí continuing in Namibia. Other decisions of the synod was 
to condemn the war in Namibia as ìunwanted and oppressiveî and an occupying 
power. Defeated motions included a call for the unconditional release of Nelson 
Mandela and the stopping of Holy Communion as a way of highlighting the 
continuing conflict in the country. 
 
The European Commission is to consider imposing sanctions the European parliament 
has been told. A decision is expected in the near future says commissioner C R de 
Mena. This move was supported by the British Labour MEP A Lomas  who heads the 
32 British parliamentary members. His reaction was to say that the community could 
not be seen to be dragging its feet over sanctions in light of the recent US Senate vote. 
 
The Port Elizabeth Volkswagen manufacturing plant is on its third day of shut down 
as management have agreed to lend 12 of these vehicles to the New Zealand Rugby 
Union touring team. The 3, 500 workers, both black and mixed race struck on 10/7 
with nearly half returning on 12/7. 
 
Speaking, from their offices in Lisbon, representatives of the MNR rebels criticised 
the move of the military forces of Pretoria to sent in forces to Mozambique. The 
soldiers, there to protect vital installations vital to the running of both countries, 
would be executed if captured. The 1, 000 strong would be under the command of a 
former major in the German army Commandant Martz and made up of regular forces 
and volunteers dressed in military uniforms. 
 
The South African Institute of Race Relations relate tat in their opinion 450 persons 
have died in the townships since 9/84 and by 1/85 was 300. The United Democratic 
Front is to delve into the murky world of the work of the security forces in the 
townships with its own commission of inquiry and contact with like minded 
international bodies has already been established says publicity secretary Murphy 
Morobe. 
 
Letter   R W Darroll South African Embassy London support for coming 
treason trial ëback homeí in light of the evidence that the writer (qv 10/7) is willing to 
provide. Despite offering the differences of those between the ANC and UDF being 
that the latter is against the known violence of the former how is it that the recent 
Coloured and Indian elections were disrupted with many township deaths resulting. 
 



Further it should be noted ìthat not only are the accused being charged by due process 
of law but they are being charged under the Roman/Dutch common law strongly 
influenced by the British ... Thus the case will be tested against standards developed 
over the centuries by some of the worlds most advanced legal systems.î 
 
Sun 14 
 
Success  in the US Senate, over imposing limited sanctions on Pretoria within the last 
seven days (qv) has somewhat been mitigated as over the same time frame the 
American Congress has voted to lift, an in place ban, on supplying military equipment 
to rebels fighting the doÇ˝ˇˇˇÉÑÖÜáàâäãåçéèêëíìîïñóòôöõúùûü†°¢Santos government 
in Angola. In the eyes of administration such a move may strengthen the hand of 
assistant secretary of state, C Crocker, to rethink its policy of welcoming Cuban 
troops into Angola. Luanda may even be cajoled into making peace with Jonas 
Savimbi and his Unita forces. 
 
Reaction to the vote - Angolan government diplomats note that all direct contacts 
between the two countries are already suspended. However in the light of this recent 
moves ëthe international community will be informed of this development and note 
that it is the US and South African governments that will be held responsible for the 
escalation of violence in this part of Africa.í 
 
The Unita representative in London, M Samondo, said the vote ëshows an 
understanding of our fightí and forecast that it would move on the search for an end to 
the conflict. 
 
Accusations of being too lenient, following the extensive rioting that has occurred in 
the townships in the East Rand region recently, has seen the political right wing 
element of white society call for tougher measures against the rioters. Whereas the 
thinkers and the academics follow the designs of the Human Science Research 
Council. This states that classic apartheid has failed and calls for power sharing and 
greater democracy. Not to implement such measures would only increase, from 63%, 
of the black majority that approve the use of violence to bring about these stated aims. 
 
At the last minuet a court injunction has stopped the 30 strong All Black RFU  squad 
making their departure for the apartheid state. The were all ready to depart, from the 
provincial town of Gisborne in the north, when the news was broken. The immediate 
reaction, from C Blazey of the New Zealand Rugby Football Union, was to abandon 
the tour. 
 
The countries High Court will make its final decision before the end of 7/85. Opinion 
polls show that 52% of the country age against sporting contacts while 42% say the 
tour should proceed. Previous attempts have been made to stop the tour - a vote in 
parliament with a no unanimity vote. Followed by a lower court appeal giving the go 
ahead - overturned to a yes by the appeal court and then this current High Court 
decision. The presiding judicial figure, Justice Casey noted that the last RFU tour to 
the apartheid state, in 1981, had been a disaster for both rugby and the community. 
 
Mon 15 
 



The funeral has taken place, in Harare, of J N Pokela  aged 63 who as leader of the 
Pan African Congress was laid to rest amid full military honours and with the 
presence at the grave side of president Mugabe and eight cabinet ministers. Also in 
attendance were about 400 members of the liberation movement. As a final tribute 
there was a 15 gun salute and the singing of national anthems. 
 
His death occurred, as a result of a coronary thrombosis, on 30/6 as he was in transit 
to a meeting of the Organisation of African Unity. 
 
Once a member of the African National Congress until the formation of the PAC in 
1959 when the two liberation movements were split over the issue of black 
separatism. In essence while Congress were non racial - open to all races - the Pokela 
ideology was that the blacks liberation could only come through the actions of the 
black majority working on its own. This ideal then flowed down to movements such 
as the Black Consciousness Movement, led by Steve Biko, and the Anzanian Peoples 
Organisation [Anzapo]. 
 
As the third leader, following founding president M R Sobukwe who died of cancer in 
1978 after his release from Robben Isle. Then D Sibeko, murdered in Tanzania 1979 
due to internal faction fighting. Assumed leadership in 1981. Jail time of 13 years 
from 1966 spent on Robben Island after organising underground PAC activities. 
Became a ëbanned personí and restricted to home village of Herchel in the Eastern 
Cape. Fled his banishment, through Lesotho, and ended up in Dar es Salaam in 1980 
and ready to take on the leadership of the Pan African Congress with the next twelve 
months. 
 
At the Harare cemetery there were representatives of the African National Congress. 
Their attendance was to be seen as an ëexpression of the two groups ìunity in actioní 
so said ANC president O Tambo. 
 
With the ballot papers counted and, giving a positive response, to the executives strike 
call the executive of the National Union of Mineworkers is to call a special congress, 
within the next 14 days, to decide their next move. 
 
The Chamber of Mines, the employers organisation, dismiss the claim that the union 
has 150, 000 signed up black members. In their minds the total number of miners is 
only 550, 000. Also in their employ are 36, 000 white miners. Another grievance is 
over the conduct of the black miners ballot. 
 
According to the Chamber there is evidence of NUM officials manipulating the black 
miner into voting in a way that he had not intended to do so. Claims that the ballots 
were not secret, there were Yes and No ballot boxes or officials were directing where 
the vote should be placed. 
 
The repeal of the Clark amendment, in the American Senate (qv 14/7) over weapons 
supply to Unita rebels in Angola, has seen the end - says the Luanda government - to 
the efforts of C Crocker to manufacture an agreement that would bring peace to this 
corner of the African continent after the four year initiative by the US under secretary 
of state for Africa. 
 



In some persons eyes such a move was inevitable and been on the cards ever since 
this present Washington administration had taken power in 1981. From this time the 
American government, firstly through the works of the CIA and then openly working 
with Unita and Pretoria has been seeking to destablise the governments in this region. 
 
Leader Comment Britain must not evade the need for sanctions as noted elsewhere the 
many actions by Pretoria and the South African military - raids on neighbouring 
countries, Botswana US oil installations in Angola and its continued presence in 
Namibia - are the main reasons why ìfor the best part of a decadeî the Contact Group, 
the foreign ministers of Britain, West Germany America Canada and France ìhave 
been trying to persuade South Africa to relinquish its hold on the former German 
colony of South West Africa for the past 70 years.î 
Of those years 19 have been in defiance of the United Nations. All the recent efforts 
of the Pretoria government seem designed to snub the whole international community. 
Latest to anger are the Dutch, national seized by police and then the Eire government 
as they will not allow entry into the country of a number of shop workers. All these 
measures will move members of the European Community ìtowards increasing 
pressure on South Africa ... [and] the majority in favour of sanctions in the UN 
General Assembly ... the Organisation of African Unity are also in favour of 
sanctions.î 
 
ìRecent events prove that Pretoria reacts to outside pressure not only with defiance 
but also with increasingly desperate attempts to out bid internal anger with hand me 
down reforms .... Does London really intend to stand alone with its UN veto to block 
sanctions? We see no advantage in volunteering for pariah status.î 
 
Tues 16 
 
The work of the South African Human Sciences Research Council (qv 14/7) has been 
dismissed by president Botha. One of the reports main conclusions that if the present 
level of apartheid law was maintained the result, for the race relations in the country, 
would be catastrophic. 
 
In reply the president said ìIf we thus seek true reasons for what the report describes 
as the particularly his possibility of conflict for the groups in South Africa , then it 
must primarily lie within the nature of our ethnic variety and not as much in the 
political structure of it.î 
 
Much trouble in the townships have left six people dead after clashes with riot police 
equipped with bird shot and rubber bullets. Reports indicate 35 incident reports from 
15 locations and 11 arrests. In the Orange Free State a mob of 300 attacked a school 
as Cosas were refused permission to hold a meeting in the school building. Welkom a 
stone throwing mob. Duduza crowd were repelled as police fired into the crowd and 
injured one man who, along with three others were arrested on public order charges. 
 
Wed 17 
 
Reporting on the twice daily, 8am and mid day, police incident reports at there 
Pretoria headquarters, some times turn up evidence to counter the widespread beliefs 
of the residents where the incidents occurred. 



 
One such case happened in Duduza. The bodies of the alleged hand grenade throwers 
had, at first, been shot by the police and then there hands severed from their bodies as 
the grenade exploded. The students bodies, when examined at post mortem, however 
there was no sign of bullet wounds on the bodies. 
 
It is assumed that an arson attack, that has caused many thousands of pounds damages 
to the north London Offices of the Anti Apartheids Movement was caused by 
elements of the security police of the apartheid state. 
 
The movements headquarters, based in Camden, did not lose any of its campaign 
material or machinery. The most damaging happened to the structure, floor and 
ceiling joists would need replacement. 
 
Although the police are keeping an open mind about the cause of the fire they are still 
seeking information about a dark blue saloon vehicle seen in the vicinity. The AAMís 
president, Archbishop T Huddleston, was in no doubt as who was to blame when he 
said the ìfire was South African inspired.î The senior cleric also indicated that some 
response, from Pretoria, was expected after Justice Mars Jones passed sentence on 
those found guilty of breaking the arms embargo (qv 11/7). 
 
The actions of the South African police, as they dragged Klaas de Jonge, away from 
the door of the Dutch embassy in Pretoria, has led to an official demand for his return 
by the Dutch ambassador H Carsten, within 48 hours. The request was delivered to 
director general of Foreign Affairs R Killan. If the request is not honoured then the 
ambassador would be recalled 
 
Opinion has it that Pretoria will not comply with this ultimatum as they feel that de 
Jonge is of too greater value, intelligence wise, to let slip through their fingers. It is 
thought that the Dutch man is a confidant of the people in the top echelons of the 
ANC and Joe Slovo the head of South African Communist Party to be handed over. 
 
Following the sudden death of the president of the Pan African Congress J N Pokela 
(qv 15/7) in Harare his replacement Jason Mlombo aged 45 has been elected. One of 
his first acts was to call for a united front of all forces fighting apartheid. Such a quick 
replacement was in order as a way of stemming the quarrels that the PAC faced in the 
late 1970ís. The vote 16 : 2 of the 18 strong executive committee could be said to be 
overwhelming in its support. 
 
As with so many others opposed to the apartheid regime Mlombo served time on 
Robben Island. In this case 20 years. In 1983, 12 months after his release, he joined 
the PAC at its headquarters in Tanzania and served as secretary of foreign affairs. 
 
His presidential address still remained true to the thoughts of R Sobukwe and insisted 
that apartheid struggle ìmust be fought by Africans the indigenous people of Anzania.î 
Still the movements first aim ìmust be to increase the fighting capacity of our people 
not just a few isolated people launching attacks, it must be a whole movement of our 
people.î 
 



Letters  [1] C Clark Southern Africa - the Imprisoned Society c/o 13 Selous 
Street London N W 1 despite embassy assurances (qv 13/7) that the legal niceties will 
be adhered to the coming treason trial. Whereas is the real world no amount of 
repression can ësuppress the growing tide of resistanceí to a peoples desire to be free. 
 
  [2] A B Clibborn Vice Caiman Christian Aid Manchester as a returnee 
from a Council of Churches of South Africa in Mozambique, and know well the ways 
that the church is actively involved in the search for peace, it is unsettling to hear that 
Britain may relax its weapons policy towards the apartheid state. 
 
Thurs 18 
 
Cossack style horse charges, mounted by members of the police force, corralled about 
500 students from Soweto as they emerged from a six busses seized by them as a way 
of travelling to Protea - Pretoria ? magistrates court where they wanted to show 
support for 105 persons seized who had been charged with attending an ëillegal 
gatheringí. 
 
After the round up, which occurred as the students alighted and then fled as the police 
chased after them firing shotguns and rubber bullets and with the aid of dogs the 
detainees were taken into custody at Moroka police station. They were not charged 
with any offence as the bus company, Putco, indicated that buss drivers from the 
Ikwezi depot ëmade available under duressí the required vehicles. They were 
subsequently returned to the Soweto depot by company drivers. A decision, by the 
Transvaal attorney general not to allow a police prosecution of the 105 will have then 
re examine the incident and then apply again. 
 
Police assessment of the situation in Soweto was graded as ëtense among the youthsí 
by Brigadier Coetzee the police divisional commissioner in the township. For the rest 
of the residents, the adults and other responsible people will carry on with their daily 
routine. 
 
There were no Putco buss services to the township following the hijacking incident. 
The decision was made by the management after two company vehicles were sent into 
the township only to be the target of stone throwing youths. 
 
With almost 950 employees of the British Rubber Company, through one of its South 
African holdings - Samcol - , out of a job after being sacked the International 
Metalworkers Federation has asked the British prime minister to call on BTR to 
intervene on their members behalf. 
 
Fri 19 
 
A Dutch national Klaas de Jonge is to be charged under the terms of the Arms and 
Ammunition Act of 1969. These criminal charges have been laid out  even as the 
diplomats of the two countries are in discussions of a conditional offer to return him 
to his embassy in Pretoria. As foreign minister, Pik Botha, explained it would only be 
a symbolic hand over as under international law a fugitive who claims diplomatic 
protection from his embassy, after braking a criminal law must be handed over to the 



investigating authorities. Up to this time Pretoria has not set a time for de Jongeís 
return. 
 
There will be be no recall of ambassador Carsten as demands had been met. 
 
Still Soweto youth rampage through the township as students continue their protests 
in their demands for the setting up of student councils in high schools. The marchers 
are also angry  about the wounding of at least eight students in clashes with the police. 
 
In other townships - in the Western Cape a women dies as she is hacked to death for 
breaking the De Aar boycott of white owned stores. Phalambro near the Kruger 
National Park saw 7 arrests, Pietmaritsburg near Durban general strike called in 
support of the Samcol [BTR owned] strikers in which many thousands of township 
residents took part. 
 
The management at a subsidiary of the West German form Siemens have begun 
negotiations with its workers only 24 hours after sacking 1, 200 workers who it is 
claimed were striking illegally at its five plants in the country, over a pay claim. 
Strikes at various  motor manufacturers, Ford, General Motors, and Volkswagen in the 
Eastern Cape - noted for agreeing to supply 13 vehicles for a proposed New Zealand 
RFU tour, which will not now be needed. It was called off on 12/7. 
 
An economic forecast, from Finance minister du Plessis, indicates that factors 
including dissinvestment rioting and drought will all put pressure on the economy. 
ìEconomic recovery will certainly remove the fertile soil in which the seeds of unrest 
seem to grow. 
 
Detailing the legal argument that enabled the challenge to the legality of the proposed 
Rugby Football Union of New Zealandís tour to succeed after a lower court had 
struck out the challenge from two members of Auckland Rugby Club. In the writers 
opinion this ruling has opened all sorts of possible opportunities in the way of legal 
challenges to prevent sporting bodies having contact with the apartheid state. 
 
Sat 20 
 
The Dutch national, and alleged ANC notable, who was involved in a tug of war 
between embassy officials and the police in Pretoria, Klaas De Jonge has been 
delivered by the South African police into the care of his fellow countrymen. 
However, as a person charged with a criminal offence  (qv 19/7), the apartheid 
authorities will expect the Dutch to return the University academic to police custody 
as a trial approaches. 
 
Police fired tear gas to scatter a crowd of 2, 000 Soweto school students who had been 
stone throwing over a 24 hour period. The rioting was most severe round a secondary 
high school in the Diepkloff area of the township. The disturbances spread from the 
school, as pupils were forced by the rioters to leave their classes and join the protest. 
 
The number of police incidents, in the previous 48 hours, have been put at 27 so say 
the national police headquarters in Pretoria. Their main cause has been stone throwing 
and acts of arson. The troubles have been spread over three of the four provinces. 



There were 4 arrests. National figures also show that 500 people have dies in the 
ëorchestratedí outbreaks of rioting over recent months. 
A commentary from Radio South Africa on how to contain the unrest stated ìForm 
action to put an end to it will involve a high price ..... but restoring law and order has 
now become an essential prerequisite for .... reform.î 
 
Anglo American, the owners of the Western Deep Levels Gold Mine outside 
Johannesburg, have reported that following an underground cave in three black 
miners have lost their lives. 
 
Following the twists and turns of the funeral ëeventsí that occur following the funerals 
in Tsakane township, Guguletu cinema and the Kwathema funerals of the four 
National Association of South African Students who died after throwing faulty hand 
grenades. 
 
Sun 21 
 
Freedom Radio, the airways voice of the exiled African National Congress beamed 
from the Ethiopian capital, with many clandestine listeners inside the apartheid state 
has heard a call that will see the peoples war attack the very economic structure of the 
country. 
 
The broadcast called on factory workers to ëloose vital parts of machineryí and for 
office workers to destroy of misplace paperwork both of which will, in the long run, 
harm the efficiency of South African industry and commerce. 
 
Speaking from outside the apartheid state F Meli, Congress representative in London 
stated, that although the township unrest is out of control the violence is spontaneous, 
we are in a war situation and in such, civilians - the white shop owners - which are 
seen as targets, get hurt. Meli questioned the ability of the MK fighter to define a 
person who may or may not be a member of the plethora of groups who support the 
status quo from policeman to township councillor  Even as the ANC admits it has 
mounted the majority, of the 70 bomb blasts of 1985, some may have been caused by 
groups outside tit control. 
 
So serious do the government and police view the continuing violence across large 
swathes of the country that Pretoria has declared a partial state of emergency in 36 
magistrates  districts. Many of the areas covered are Johannesburg and the Soweto 
township, the mining town of the East Rand and the city of Port Elizabeth on the 
Indian Ocean coast of the country. 
 
In these designated areas the powers of the army and police have been increased 
under the Public Security Act of 1953. This will be the first time an soe has been 
declared since the Sharpeville killings of 1960. It is deemed likely that measures will 
be taken against the United Democratic Front, who in the eyes of the state, are 
behind : on behalf of the banned ANC the present troubles in the township. 
 
The PSA has a wide range of powers, the banning of gatherings, closing of premises 
and controlling the flow of traffic. Police and soldiers are also mandated to arrest 
persons without warrant and detain anyone in the interest of public safety. Other 



powers give authority to the agents of the state to control print and written media 
output, detain persons for causing panic and alarm or weaken public confidence 
among the populous. For all these new powers the state is answerable to no one. 
 
President Bothaís statement - ìthese acts of violence and thuggery are mainly directed 
at the property and person of law abiding black people, and take the form of 
incitement, intimidation, arson, inhumane forms of assault and even murder.î 
 
With a 23/7 funeral, in the township of Kwathema, expected to be a highly charged 
affair a representative of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop f Lichfield the 
Right Reverend K Sutton will be in the township to represent the head of the Anglican 
Church. Another cleric, Bishop Huddleston, the chair of the Anti Apartheid Movement 
comments of the soe ìIt is a desperate action and conformation that the apartheid 
regime has lost control; and is increasingly unable to govern South Africa. 
 
South African police have requested the return of Klaas de Jonge, the Dutch national 
returned to the Dutch embassy on 20/7, as international convention dictates when a 
foreign national is charged in the host countries criminal court. In order that the ANC 
sympathiser is not spirited out of the Pretoria building police are outside on the 
pavement to prevent such happenings. 
 
Mon 22 
 
The first move by the authorities, after the introduction of the soe, was to detain 119 
people. They were not named. The security forces were reported to have sealed off a 
township on the East Rand. Despite these moves there were reports of resistance from 
stone throwing youth to petrol bomb hurling mobs. 
 
Bishop Tutu said the introduction of these emergency measures could only lead to 
more violence. ìI doubt if it could calm the situation but if it does it will be a sullen 
calm and below the surface it will be boiling. We could have an almighty explosion.î 
 
The print restrictions have surfaces as a blank space in a well read black newspaper in 
the Johannesburg area. The space occurred under a banner front pace editorial - ìyou 
will never know what we had to say about it. This comment column is an indication 
of how press freedom has been restricted by the regulation.î 
 
In an effort to offer further explanation for the need of emergency restrictions, in 36 of 
the 332 magisterial districts which will affect 5.3m people police commissioner 
General J Coetzee is to spell out censorship ruled to the gathered press. 
 
Funerals of the Cradock 4 including M Gonwie, from a township outside Port 
Elizabeth. took place on 20/7. Their deaths are still unexplained by the police 
authorities. In Duduza a young black women, alleged to have been a police informer 
was beaten and burned to death by a mob. Part of the action tool place in front of the 
television cameras. 
 
Overseas reaction say M Rifkind a foreign office minister, said of the soe, that the 
finding of a solution to the bloody confrontation in South Africa was for all the 
countries citizens, both black and white. to find. In Washington Regan administration 



spokesperson Anita Stockman said ìwe are deeply troubled by the unrest in South 
Africa, a situation that developed almost 11 months ago and has been worsening ever 
since then. All Americans are troubled by events and feel deep sympathy for South 
Africa.î 
 
The debate over an expected uplift in the level of revolution, foremented by the 
various liberation movements to a state of revolution is up and running. However as 
to whether its time has come that question has still to be answered. Some may say that 
the funeral gathering, some 40, 000 people in 200 busses from the Western Cape and 
the Transvaal, to Ilingelihle township outside the tiny Karoo town of Cradock showed 
the way events were going. They were there to bury M Goniwe and 3 others whose 
deaths have not been explained. ìThe scene witnessed by the police look outs could 
leave one in no doubt that they were a revolution in the making.î 
 
Leader Comment South Africa : a licence to kill is the answer of a president ìwho has 
decided to answer the massive and sustained escalation of black protest against 
discrimination with more repression rather than reform.î 
 
As the lights dim throughout the land of any hopes of quick reform are dashed by the 
apartheid state ìour duty in the West to which Pretoria purports to belong is clear : to 
call the untrammelled security forces and those who have unleashed them to account 
before the court of world opinion for everyone who now disappears.î 
 
The military plans of Jo Slovo, the head of the African National Congressís military 
wing, boil down to ìthe combat willingness of the majority. We need to respond to the 
mood of the people that we must take the lives of the other side as well. Some may 
seek revenge , but this is not or policy. Our task is to find ways of harnessing the 
combat potential and exploiting the new strength of the people in political motionî 
 
The relationship between Leeds Chamber of Commerce and the City Council may be 
at risk if the proposed trade mission by members of the business community of the 
city embark on a trade mission to the apartheid state. Councillor Mudie, as leader of 
the city administration, made these remarks as more that the usual 20 companies 
expressed a wish to travel to Africa. As each delegate, who are all approved by the 
governments British Overseas Trade Board, can claim £430 from the tax payer, there 
seems an increase of interest in this mission. 
 
 



Tues 23 
 
In what police term a mild response, from within the black townships, to declared soe 
police report the deaths of five persons of which four resulted from clashes with the 
security forces. However most notable were the continued arrests which now see 200 
people detained. Among this number are four leading members of the clergy and 
several members of the UDF. 
 
In call, by journalists, to reveal names of those held, police commissioner J Coetzee, 
said names would be released at a later date. Those in the media see this promise as a 
means of lessening the impact of the actions and drive the newsworthiness of the soe 
out of the public spotlight. 
 
Further insight into the media restrictions, promulgated under the soe, were explained 
firstly to the members of the National Pres Union - the newspapers owners and 
publishers and then later to a meeting of the foreign press corps. One of the most 
contentious issues mentioned by the police commissioner was the need for all reports 
of unrest be submitted for clearance from the authorities. This was swiftly withdrawn 
after protests from his audience. However members of the NPU did agree to ëtone 
downí or ëcool downí the wording on journalists reports that appeared in their 
publications. 
 
This same message was also given to members of the foreign press reporting from the 
townships and elsewhere n the country. There were warnings that it was an offence to 
report the name and identity of arrested persons ëwithout the permission of the 
minister or unless the authorities have already named the detained person. To do so 
renders the journalist open to a 10 year spell in jail or a fine of R20, 000. 
 
The Johannesburg Starís first edition, under soe regulations, bore a front page 
editorial the headline of which read Watch Those Powers which stated : ìIt is true that 
in one case where we referred our sources to the police the source recanted. Yet one 
witness claims he did so after a revolver was placed in each of his ears.î 
 
Names of those believed to be held, under soe regulations have drifted out of London 
through ecclesiastical sources. Named were the Reverend D E V Soga president of the 
African Missionary Association. Other clerical Reverends include S Daba of 
Uitenhage, H Dandala a methodist minister: E Maquena both from Port Elizabeth 
 
Other names - I Goina president of the Womanís Organisation in PE : H Sazzie UDF 
vice president in the Eastern Cape : M Sitar : P Naidoo UDF and Transvaal Indian 
Congress leader : former Robben Island prisoner Mr Chiba. 
 
The vehicles returning from the funeral of Craddock township residents (qv 22/7) 
were stopped by police and eight black leaders of the United Democratic Front, along 
with four of their white colleagues were arrested. 
 
The history behind the Irish supermarket workers refusal to handle goods from the 
apartheid state which has resulting in a 12 month, and ongoing, strike which began at 
the Dunns shop on Henry Street in Dublin was set many weeks before the actual 
refusal of cashier M Manning. 



 
A boycott motion, to the Irish Distribution and Allied Trade Unionís [IDATU] 
Wexford annual conference from B Higgins of Limerick, was passed in 7/83 and a 
directive on the issue was sent to union representatives in branches throughout the 
country. Days later a union meeting in the Henry Street branch, on 16/7, saw a vote 
among the 19 members present to implement the union directive.  For the following 
48 hours individual members were called in by management and threatened with 
severe disciplinary action. Under pressure shop workers turned away from union 
activity. Not so Ms Manning. Refusing to check out apartheid state grown grapefruit 
management suspended her. A phone call to the unions head office say regional 
organiser B Archbold, who was a long time supporter of Irish Anti Apartheid, saw an 
instruction for store stall to walk out on strike. 
 
Firstly there were eleven who followed the instruction as appeals were made to 
management to at least move those with a moral objection to handling  ëtainted ë 
goods. Another union suggestion that fruit was sourced away from the country 
workers would return to work. Both offers were refused and within 24 hours Dunns 
had employed other people to replace those suspended. An ultimatum that 
management would have to sack those suspended, now 11 as two strikers had found 
alternative work, within 4 days if there was no return to work. The sacking notice was 
withdrawn within 48 hours by orders of Dunns head office. 
 
A union/management meeting was held where the strikers were to put the point across 
that in reality it was the inflexibility of the supermarket owners that was no the issue. 
The meeting lasted only 10 minuets. It was pointed out that such issues had occurred 
in other retail outlets and had been solved by a movement of staff away from  conflict. 
There had been on strike or disruption to commerce. 
 
Of the whole union scene in Ireland it can be said that there was no concerted effort 
from the likes of the Irish Trade Union Congress to progress the boycott issue and the 
opposition to the apartheid regime beyond this local issue. Most of the work was 
achieved by Irish Anti Apartheid. Within seven days contact had been made with the 
pressure group Action for Ireland [AfrI] where a friend of a friend informed Bishop 
Tutu who agreed to meed the eleven at Heathrow Airport and appealed to the ësister 
churches in Irelandí to support them. 
 
Within days the Catholic Press and Information Centre the news was highlighted and 
at the six month stance of the supermarket workers the little known sect of Brigadine 
nuns offered unlimited support. Bt 3/85 support from 18+ religious orders attending 
the Major Religious Superiors conference was gained. The joint statement ìpraising 
the courage and commitment of the workers on strike at the Dunns Storesî was issued. 
 
Little political support ensued either from the Fine Gael/Labour Party coalition or 
local politicians. It was left to persons such as the British MP T Fields Labour 
member for Birkenhead, exiled Zola Zemba, M Scoon and former prisoner D Kitson. 
 
Wed 24 
 
In a most outspoken attack on the number of black on black deaths the Bishop of 
Johannesburg Desmond Tutu has made an astonishing prediction as the numbers of 



township residents do battle among themselves rather than against the oppressive 
state. 
 
At the funeral in Duduza township on the East Rand for an alleged collaborator (qv 
22/7) the cleric indicated that he might leave the country and end his association with 
the liberation struggle if such killings did not cease. 
 
soe deaths now stand at eight, non named, and there has been 438 persons detained. 
Of these 373 were blacks 43 were Coloured 18 Asians and 4 whites one of whom was 
the former student leader A van Heerden who failed in 1984 (qv 29/9) to sue the 
police for alleged torture. A second ënotableí who was held is Molly Blackburn held 
in the Eastern Cape as many of the other detainees were, while attending the Duduza 
funeral. She was fined £40 and bailed. 
 
The Bishopís funeral announcement was made in Kwathema where 14 were to be laid 
to rest as a crowd of 30, 000 watched and listened. 
 
In London wholesome support or the American policy of ëconstructive engagementí 
with Pretoria was endorsed by foreign minister Howe. Thus the British are willing to 
fall into step with the Regan Administration. 
 
The audience, at the Royal Commonwealth Society, were also told - in no uncertain 
terms - that Britain had ruled out economic sanctions and warning other governments 
that the British veto would be used if such a policy was adopted by other nations. 
Pressure on the Thatcher government would be rebuked he said. 
 
Within the audience the 12 Commonwealth leaders whose intention is to push such a 
policy at the heads of government meeting in Nassau later in 1985 heard the minister 
explain that such a sanctions policy would harm the economic growth of South Africa. 
In the eyes of Thatcher and Regan a strong economy will encourage peaceful change 
to the apartheid state. 
 
The view in London is the need for a six steps of change to push forward the dialogue 
and a move towards the constructive engagement policy. These are the unconditional 
release of Nelson Mandela, end forced removal and detentions, early end to the state 
of emergency, progressive abolition of discriminatory legislation such as the Group 
Areas Act and a commitment to a form of common citizenship for all South Africans. 
These six points will, in the authorities belief, be negotiated and with the use of 
diplomatic pressure and influencing president Botha. 
 
While the government were following the American line when dealing with Pretoria 
the leader of the Opposition Labour Party promised a full break with the white regime 
in South Africa when they form the next government. Mr Kinnock was speaking to 1, 
200 students in the Tanzanian capitals Dar es Salaam University. This came after an 
earlier 90 minuet meeting with president Julias Nyerere. 
 
With the new emergency regulations recently imposed the Labour leader said ìWhat 
South Africa needs is not a state of emergency, South Africa needs a state of 
change..... constructive engagement had not, and would not, achieve change it was the 
latest and greatest version of the bridge building argument.î   



 
Thurs 25 
 
Hard on the heels of Britain and the United States finding common cause that would 
have Pretoria work out its own difficulties with its black majority population (qv 
24/7) France is to use a special session of the UNís Security Council to lead the way 
in Europe in a move that will endeavour to impose economic sanctions on the 
apartheid regime. 
 
These ëprecise sanctionsí, which have the full backing of most black African states 
and the Third World countries, include a world wide investment boycott and a general 
reduction in diplomatic contacts. The measures being presented  at this time are the 
ones that prime minister L Fabius presented to the French cabinet in 5/85. 
 
Responding to the forthcoming debate in New York the South African president said 
that his country could not be dictated to as to what is best for its nations people by 
people of another nation. As to the financial consequences of any financial pull out by 
French industry the cost would be approximately £100m as French companies rushed 
to fill the gaps in the countries manufacturing base over the last decade. As of now 
Pretoria benefits, to the tune of £100m, as a favourable trading balance with Paris 
based industries. 
 
Emergency regulations have been used to bring the numbers detained by the police to 
665. Even with such a detention rate the security forces have failed to detain members 
of the United Democratic Front who are high on the ëmust haveí list. To evade 
capture it would seem that those sought are staying one step ahead of the snatch 
squads and never spending long in one place for any length of time. 
 
From the analysis of the Detained Persons Support Group it would seem the majority 
held are local leaders of the mass anti apartheid group and not those at the head of the 
UDF or the named leaders who are about to go on trial for treason. Affiliate members, 
belonging to Transvaal Indian Congress, executive members R Salogee and I 
Momoniate as well as UDF executive member P Maphunye, in the Transvaal are 
already behind bars. 
 
There are four categories op people that need held, say the DPSG, - township ëcivic 
associationí members : youth congress leaders : student leaders of the Congress of 
South African Students [Cosas] : 15 named trade unionists and clergy who play a 
leading role in energise protests against he present regime. The majority of those held, 
583, and the province where most detentions have taken place is in the Eastern Cape : 
375. 
 
Overall only two further deaths have happened in the townships since the soe was 
imposed. This bring the number of dead to ten. 
 
Fri 26 
 
Reacting to the French call, at the UNís security council meeting (qv 25/7) for 
sanctions against South Africa, a spokesman for the administration dismissed it out of 
hand. Reasoning the Administration is prepared to continue its dialogue with the 



countries leaders and try and bring about reforms in the country and solve the regions 
problems. It was all a matter of of constructive engagement and staying actively 
engaged in the region, bringing about reforms with South Africa and work with 
Pretoria to solve the crisis in Namibia and Angola. 
 
The voluntary sanctions, the security debate were informed, follow the line of those 
already working their way through the American legislative process. These include 
halting new investment and nuclear cooperation, ending export loan guarantees, 
supplying computers that the military or police might use, the ban on import of 
Krugerrands, ending of the soe and release of detainees. 
 
Detainees, now numbering 800, have been forbidden to sing, whistle or make any 
ìother unnecessary noise or trouble.î To do so invites a period in solitary confinement 
of the loss of one or more of the days meal. If the detainee is a child, under the age of 
14 six stokes of the cane may be applied. Other restrictions cover access to radio, 
television, reading material, music, food cigarettes and tobacco. All are banned. 
However those detained are allowed to ìexercise in the open air, for at least one hour, 
weather permitting. 
State of emergency death toll has now, according to the police, reached 15. The 
fatalities, including a 16 year old school student, happened in the township of 
Daveyton which is 20 miles east of Johannesburg. All four deaths happened as police 
opened fire with shotguns and riffles on  stone throwing crowd as they advanced 
towards police lines as it returned from a funeral of an unrest victim. 
 
With the knowledge that the police lists, of those detained were thought to be 36 
hours out of date,  the Detained Persons Support Committee speculate that as of this 
time about 1, 000 people are in custody. As to where people are actually being taken 
into custody and under what legislation members have their doubts that all are taking 
place in the 36 magistrates districts, that the soe regulations are confined to. There are 
claims that the Internal Security Act has been used to ëindefinitely detainí more than 
100 people. 
 
Even as the American government have been slow to condemn the soe imposed by the 
South African government its people have not been slow to protest at the regulations 
imposed by regime in Pretoria. In the capital, outside the countries embassy 1, 500 
people protested of these 43 were arrested by the police. Among those demonstrating 
were civil rights leaders angered by the racial policies. One of those held was the 
moderate leader of the National Urban League, J Jacob, the movements president. The 
last outbreak of anti apartheid demonstrations, in 1984 (qv 8/12), which gave the 
movement credence, 2, 900 people had been arrested and more than 4, 000 
demonstrations had taken place nation wide. 
 
Only of a symbolic nature are the proposed French inspired sanctions being debated 
in new Yorkís United Nations building. This is the opinion of one of the countries 
leading newspapers. Le Mondde also states ìOne can indeed ponder the actual scope 
of a halt to new French investment. France is only a rather secondary financial partner 
to Pretoria. After all, trade between the two countries will continue in the normal 
way.î 
 



Trade between the two countries stand at £1.3bn, 12 months ago it was only £8m 
which was of main benefit to South Africa. Exports, of mainly manufactured goods, 
from = £380m while Paris imported coal stocks of 5.6m tons, uranium and gold to a 
value of £500m. The trade between the two countries from 1/85 to the present is 
valued at £70m mostly in favour of the apartheid state. 
 
Still in East Africa the Labour Party and Opposition Leader, N Kinnock has joined in 
the row over imposing sanctions by calling for any targeted ones to be made 
mandatory in nature. Such would be the effect would push Pretoria into a fundamental 
change in its policy towards its non white peoples. He called for London to recall our 
ambassador back for consultations and a show of disgust at the recent soe imposition. 
In the long run it was hoped that a free and democratic South Africa would rejoin the 
Commonwealth. 
 
As home to many black South African exiles Tanzania a project - the Mahlangu 
Freedom College based in Morogoro - was set up here in 1976. In a show of solidarity 
to the 1, 400 exiles who live in 3, 550 hectare the Labour leaders wife made a visit as 
the politician was addressing the press at the end of their 4 day visit. 
 
Back in London the Labour shadow foreign minister, Denis Healy, echoed  many of 
the thoughts of Kinnock and gave a warning that South Africa was in ìan accelerating 
race to disaster after the creation of a storm trooper state.î  These comments, as well 
as a call for no more loans or new investments tighten rules on British firms and their 
conduct tighten the arms embargo and begin informal talks with the ANC , were made 
during an all night sitting of parliament. 
 
The recent attack on the headquarters of the Anti Apartheid Movement will cost at 
least £10, 000 to repair as the damage is mostly to the structure of the building. While 
in no doubt that the authorities of the apartheid state were behind the arson attack 
there is no actual proof to act on. 
 
While not all actions of the foreign state so aggressive support for British campaigns 
that also see the liberation movements as ëthe enemyí are well supported. One such 
lobby group is Victims Against Terrorism are led by  J Leontsinsis who have been 
received by a government minister and on a high profile Radio 4 news programme. 
Each time they denied  they were funded by Pretoria. Rather they claim they are a 
charitable trust devoted to informing the media about international terrorism. 
 
It is known that Leontsinsis knows spy master Craig Williamson and may have been 
involved in the 1982 break in at the London HQ of the ANC. He has also been chair 
of the Security Forces Support Committee set up in 1983. Both the SFSC and the VAT 
movement share the same address in Lyndhurst South Africa. 
 
Letters  [1] Professor E E Harris High Wray House Ambleside, Cumbria 
financial help should be on offer if Pretoria foreign secretary Howeís advice is 
followed 
 
  [2] Cannon P Oestreicher 50 Handon Road London S E 1 the 
ëselective indignationí of the call for sanctions 
 



  [3] M Trevallion 121 Station Road Kings Heath Birmingham the right 
wing elements in the media seem to be dictating what can and cannot be shown of 
protests over actions by Labour councils. 
 
Direct investment by overseas nations in factories, plant and equipment in South 
Africa approaches £12bn, and £5bn of this, over 40% of the total is owned by British 
companies 
 
The bitterness of the death of the alleged police spy, from Duduza township has been 
expressed by Maki Shosanaís mother Diana Shosana. Her death is linked to the Cosas 
students deaths in the exploding ëhand grenadeí incident. 
 
The French ëfirst stepí sanctions are a significant move whether they succeed or not. 
 
Sat 27 
 
Despite all the recent indications emitted by the American administration that Pretoria 
should be left on its own to solve its internal and regional problems, through its no 
support for French inspired sanctions and its on going policy of ëconstructive 
engagement,í the introduction of the soe has precipitated a tough call from 
Washington. 
 
The statement, from Larry Speaks a White House spokesman, said ìWe call on the 
government of South Africa to act at great restraint at this time. It is essential that the 
government in Pretoria respects the fundamental rights of all South Africans ..... We 
want the state of emergency removed .î 
 
Other government officials went further into detail as to why the USA seemed to have 
had a change of heart. It was said that the change of heart came about when it became 
ìclear that the continuing violence and bloodshed there had not abated.î In fact it 
could be seen that the emergency regulations were not bringing calm to the situation. 
Rather they were inflaming the situation. 
 
Even as the French delegation at the UN building in New York, who were trying to 
push a sanctions motion through the security council, knew that there would be no 
support from London or Washington for such measures even the black African states 
are having difficulty coming up with the right wording for the motion. To try and iron 
out an agreed set of words the African leaders went into a four hour thirty minuet 
meeting, with also members of the Non Aligned Movement, to find common cause 
with the French. 
 
The South African economy has suffered a double blow to its finances in recent times. 
The value of the Rand, as expressed against the US dollar, has fallen in recent trading. 
It was only saved after the Reserve Bank of South Africa purchased the American 
currency and sold its own. This move had the effect of steadying the price of the Rand 
on the financial markets. At one time on  25/7 the value of the Rand was $1 : 0.47 R. 
In later trading  $1 : 0.50 R. 
 
The authorities in the ëindependent homelandí of Transkei have detained police 
detained 447 people. Their crime : failing to produce identity documents. The raids 



took place during curfew hours which were imposed after bomb blasts in Untata the 
capital. 
 
Detention numbers, under thee soe, have risen to 900, which according to the official 
figures indicates that the countries prisons are overcrowded by as much as 36%. 
Delving deeper Major A van Vuuren of the Department of Prisons said that on 30/6 
the number of prison inmates stood at 109, 704. However the system is only designed 
to hold 80, 290 under lock and key. 
 
The police commander in Soweto has banned a planned celebration of Nelson 
Mandela for which businessman R Maponya was willing to donate R5, 000. 
 
The West German government, in Bon, has distanced itself from its neighbour as it 
endeavours to impose sanctions on Pretoria through the United Nations security 
council. ìThe government does not believe in sanctions or boycotts and sees no reason 
to preempt talks in Helsinki ... of the European Commissions foreign ministers.î 
 
Leader Comment Sanctions are suddenly at the top of the agenda ìThe state of 
emergency in the most disorderly areas is ... no more than a gesture to the white right 
wing which has accused Mr Botha of selling out with his promises of reform. The 
blacks were already discounting these before the cosmetic crackdown.î 
 
The unbridled support that Thatcher gives to the American president, in their joint 
rebuff of the French plea at the United Nations, is short sighted in its aims.  By not 
supporting our neighbours from across the Channel in there efforts to impose limited 
sanctions on the apartheid state gives out the wrong message to Africa. 
 
ìWe surely ought surely to be concerned what could happen to our interests if the 
rising tide of black anger eventually sweeps away the present regime.Failure to 
oppose apartheid ... could also damage our interests in the rest of Africa. The only 
way we can help the majority is to alleviate the pressure it lives under by counter 
pressure.î 
 
As one British company pays the price for breaching the UN arms embargo over 
supplying machine parts to the apartheid state investigations indicate that South Wales 
based Berox Machine Tool Company are doing business there. 
 
Supplied to the Atlas Aircraft company, a fully owed front company for Armscour this 
stateís weapon supplier, has been a Berox 800 KV milling machine. It was to be flown 
into Johannesburg Airport, labled up for F Wallenberger Machines. The machine, 
which could have been used for repair work on South Africaís Mirage fighters are 
valued at £27, 000. The London office of the Anti Apartheid Movement have asked 
the foreign office to block the impending export. 
 
Sun 28 
 
There is to be a meeting between Bishop Tutu and president Botha in an attempt to 
defuse the anger in the black townships that have been seen over the recent times. The 
initial move was made by the cleric on 26/7 during an interview with BBC radio. 



Although Bothaís first response was cautious there was a more positive response once 
the Bishop had sent a formal request. 
 
The last words of Labour Party leader, N Kinnock, as he left Tanzania was a warning 
that Britain would ëstand alone in Europe if the government continues to oppose some 
measure of sanctions against South Africa. Arriving in Nairobi where he met the 
Kenyan foreign minister, E Mwangale, he said opinion now was turning towards a 
ëturning of the screwí on the apartheid state if thousands of lives were to be lost in the 
country. 
 
Warning of a major SDP policy document - End Apartheid - on future measures that 
will hasten the end of the one party rule imply a ban on bank loans, investment freeze, 
more power to the EECís code of conduct over the employment of black workers, 
ending high technology exports and a British Council fund for education in South 
Africa. 
 
The escalation of the violence in the townships since 9/84, in part heralding the 
imposition of the  soe is making these same townships ungovernable. As a result 
international pressure on the Pretoria increases to end the apartheid system before the 
country explodes in revolution. 
 
Easy ways to cripple the economy -  in five easy steps Oil is still reaching Indian 
Ocean ports, some 200, 000 barrels per day. Sale of gold Kruggerands bring in £1bn a 
year. Bring on an investment freeze - Britain companies had in 1982 £228m . Nuclear 
technology and computer ban on sale of 
 
Profiles of Mandela, Tambo, Bishop Tutu,  Dr A Boersak  and Chief Gatsha 
Buthelezie. 
 
The man behind the athletic enigma that is Zola Budd is J Momberg vice president of 
the South African Amateur Athletic Association may have only been using her to keep 
alive the countries hopes to return South Africa to the to the world stage in the 
Athletic field from which they were expelled in 1976. 
 
Focussing on the business problems facing South Africa and Britain at a time when, 
with the two countries still maintain strong economic links even as some elements of 
the international community see a need to isolate the apartheid regime. 
 
 



Mon 29 
 
With the Senateís Anti Apartheid Bill already on the presidents desk and awaiting his 
signature the chief mover of the Bill, Senator R Dole, urged president Regan not to 
use his power of veto to prevent these economic measures passing into law. It is 
hoped that these limited sanctions would be in place before Congress goes into recess 
within the next five days. Acceptance of these measures would also show the United 
States displeasure over the recent emergency measures introduced by the apartheid 
regime. 
 
In the townships in the Eastern Cape and the East Rand police faced a number of 
ësituationsí which resulted in the death of a policeman and injuries to six member of 
the military. One military guard was injured, outside the home of the mother of the 
mayor of in New Brighton outside Port Elizabeth, as a mob attempted to burn the 
house down. Other military personnel were injured when their Casper overturned as it 
was attacked by a mob of 50 stone throwing residents. Three of the soldiers were 
severely injured.  One suspect was shot dead and another two arrested. 
 
Ciski police have broken up a large gathering of mourners attending the funeral of a 
14 year old boy, M Bota, who recently drowned in the fast flowing Buffalo River near 
their home of Zwelitsha township. At the time they were being chased by the 
Homeland police as part of a crackdown on student activists who were demanding a 
representative council in Ciskiís schools. It would seem the student was breaking a 12 
hour curfew imposed by the police. 
 
Now in the French capital the Bishop of Johannesburg Desmond Tutu, in an interview 
with the weekly magazine Le Point, speculates that many township residents are 
determined to bring down apartheid down by violent means. If this was to happen his 
time as a leader with a pacifist tendency would be over. The only way to stop this 
increasing violent and move would be for the authorities in Pretoria to at least lay out 
a time table that would map out a way to end the countries racial segregation policies. 
He added that such measures as the imposition of the state of emergency, under which 
there are now 1200 detained, would only inflame the situation. 
 
With a gloomy economic forecast recently given more and more overseas cash and 
investment is flowing out of South Africa. Noticeable amounts of money from France 
and Canada have left the country as investors seek safer havens for their investments. 
Always an good indicator of health of an economy is the price of gold. In recent 
weeks price/oz on the Toronto stock exchange has been in the range of $316 - $319 
which is the highest rate since 1984 and favours well in comparison with any price 
that South African mines can achieve. 
 
In London the Social Democrats Party leader David Owen, at the launch of a policy 
paper on South Africa, maintained that the government has failed in its duty by 
abstaining from the recent security council vote in the United Nations over imposing 
sanctions against Pretoria. The SDPís document outlines specific measures, no bank 
loans : investments unless true benefits to black education and training can be assured. 
It would hope that the EEC would, as the USA through the Sulivan Principals, 
legislate minimum standards, in pay and working conditions, for black employees of 
apartheid state subsidiaries of British based firms. The work of the British Council 



should include payments for overseas education scholarships in Britain for the 
majority population below graduate level. 
 
With the Commonwealth heads of government meeting looming on the horizon the 
Australian foreign minister B Hayden has let it be known that his country will be 
siding with those countries who are in favour of pressing for tough economic 
sanctions  against Pretoria. As a member of the Security Council the country backed 
the sanctions motion which in the event was vetoed by the Washington and London 
governments. Other measures the Australian prime minister, Bob Hawke, hoped the 
Commonwealth leaders would adopt was a trade embargo against the apartheid 
regime. 
 
Support for the no sanctions lobby - Britain - came from the West German 
government in Bonn. Chancellor Kholl stated his government had no support for such 
a move as he, along with London, believed that only internal political moves would 
improve the political hopes of the non white population. 
 
Telling the tale of the preamble to the mass funeral in Kwathema?  on 10/6 ?, of 15, 
overseen by the Assistant Bishop of Johannesburg Simon Nkoane in a township near 
the city. Watched over by the representative of the Archbishop of Canterbury - the 
Bishop of Lichfield, the Reverend K Sutton. 
 
Tues 30 
 
As the threat of sanctions falls over South Africa Pretoria has acted in a way that will 
harm the livelihoods of many of the black residents of neighbouring countries who 
have become migrant workers in the apartheid state. 
 
The announcement was made by president Botha that about 1.5m people will be 
repatriated. Speaking in Potchefstroon said each worker would be sent back with the 
message that their job loss was as a direct consequence of the measures being taken 
by the international community to force his government to change its policies towards 
its treatment of the black majority. 
 
The president was giving fair warning that the economic future, of neighbouring 
states, was in the hands of the United Nations. Would they fund the family life of the 
thousands of those without well paying employment that now sat at home in Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique or Botswana he asked?  There was also the promise that 
South African initiatives, in the medical and agricultural field that benefited these 
black states would cease as any sanctions were imposed. 
 
A much heralded meeting between a president and a bishop has been stopped by 
president Botha. The first reaction of Bishop Tutu was to imply that if he would not to 
him, a moderate man, then it was not likely talk to a person of a more radical nature. 
It would seem that one of the chef stumbling blocks to any talks is because those 
living in the townships would not give up their acts of civil disobedience or he 
himself denounce the use of violence. 
 



However the president is able, in his busy schedule - another reason given for not 
meeting the cleric - to meet other clerics, and business leaders. The chosen cleric is 
the Archbishop of Cape Town P Russell on 189/8. 
 
A government of a second Commonwealth country, Canada, has said that it is willing 
to take a leading role in the quandary that is South Africa. After talks in London the 
countries foreign minister, Joe Clark, said that Ottawa would relish a role  that would 
initiate a dialogue leading towards a settlement inside South Africa. There was no hint 
as to his governments stance on the imposition of sanctions. His prime minister, Brian 
Mulroney, was of the opinion any mediation moves could be made before the 10/85 
heads of government gathering in the Bahamas. 
 
A Canadian government list of financial and economic moves against Pretoria include 
cutting trade and tax agreements that work in favour of South African businesses, 
blocking high tech exports and boosting training for blacks as part of a ìfirst result of 
a policy review our government is conducting.î 
 
Belgium, as a member of the EEC, is to put forward new measures that could effect 
the Communities policy towards the apartheid regime. They, the ending of support for 
investment and loans to South Africa and support for the UN Resolution 558 - arms 
embargo - will be tabled at foreign ministers meeting in Helsinki a special gathering 
on the 10th anniversary of the Helsinki Final Act. Other proposals include no nuclear 
exchange of information, adhere to agreed principals on employment of blacks in 
European companies with a base in South Africa. Recall and send home military 
attaches from all EEC countries 
 
Wed 31 
 
The first releases, of those held under the recently imposed soe have begun. Police 
admit that in the last few days 13, of the known 1,259, have been given their freedom. 
A spokesman for the Detained Persons Support Committee said that although releases 
are on going, even numbering an extra five persons not on the official police list, 
more people are being held by the authorities. Some were being detained under the 
Internal Security Act and others were being picked up from outside the 36 soe 
affected areas. 
 
Political unrest pay outs for damages by the countries insurance companies in the last 
11 months cost £14m/ R35m. 
 
Any meeting between Botha and the Bishop seems as far away as ever as Bishop Tutu 
rejects one of the presidents conditions made on 30/7. A member of the Lesotho 
legislative M Sekantsi was shot dead by insurgents at his home recently 
 
President Bothaís speech, in Afrikaans, in Potchefstroon (qv 30/7), about his countries 
need for migrant workers if trade with the outside world was affected by the 
politicians, was couched in terms that were open ended in their interpretation. 
 
Although the threat of sanctions would be met with some retaliatory measures, that 
would effect neighbouring countries, he was a little short on the actual timing of the 
expulsion of the 1,500 migrant workers employed in a variety of industries within 



South Africa. For the families of the migrant workers in these countries the loss, in 
sent home wages, could be as much as R550m a year. 
 
According to the Chamber of Mines, where a large percentage of the migrant workers 
are employed as miners, to sent these underground workers home would see almost 
40% of the mine industries employees sent home. Thus and industry, that provides 
much of the wealth of the nation, would lose much of its productivity. Another 
consequence of Pretoriaís action would be to increase the bargaining power of the 
National Union of Mineworkers who are in the middle of a wage dispute with 
management. 
 
In the past Pretoria has used its economic power to achieve its political aims 1980ís 
Zimbabwe saw its nationals expelled back across the Limpopo because of president 
Mugabeís attitude to the apartheid state and oil exports from other African states was 
delayed in transit overseas. 1983 Lesotho suffered a blockade of goods for export 
until Pretoriaís demand that the ANC bases in the kingdom be closed down. 
As a crate of ësophisticated production equipmentí sits on the docks at Southampton 
marked as destined for South Africa members of the Transport and General Workers 
Union refuse to load the crate onto a vessel for transportation. Known to contain a 
product of the Berox Machine Tool Company the milling machine may, or may not 
be, subject to the UN arms embargo enforceable since 1976. Here it will stay until the 
Custom and Excise, government and the Anti Apartheid Movement come to an 
understanding. 
 
The uncertainty of the legality of any export to the apartheid state turns on the 
interpretation of the UN rule, and the British understanding sees it in a narrow one. 
The government would have it that the purchaser, Atlas Aircraft, did not require the 
machine for ëthe manufacture of maintenance of military supplies.í 
 
APPENDIX 
Undated  authors guess 27/7 - the unconcern of the white South African to the 
troubles away in distant townships who carry on their normal lives and barely read 
about the troubles in the newspaper of their choice. 
 
Tues 30 
Hard line Conservative MP A Beaumont Dark, Birmingham Selly Oak, is to leave for 
a 16 day visit on 25/7?, to South Africa. While there he has asked to visit one of the 
areas covered by the soe, its police stations, moderate whites, church leaders and 
Chief Buthelezie. He also expects to be able to speak openly and criticise at will. By 
making such a visit he joins fellow MP N Winterton  as have been to the apartheid 
state recently. 
 
Letter   H H Barnett London N 2 the continued ëdirty tricksí of the South 
African security services working overseas to discredit the work of liberation 
movements has seen the recently released D Kitson, in 12. 5. 84, subject to a 
campaign that succeeded in slurring his name in the eyes of fellow activist. 
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Thurs 1 

Knowing that funerals of blacks killed in township violence have, in the past been turned into 
political rallies, the soe authorities have introduced a new set of restrictions covering how funerals 
must now be conducted. As of now only one person may be buried at once, by an ordained 
minister of religion. Their words must be carefully chosen - they must not attack, criticise, 
propagate or discuss government policy or the soe. Police actions must not be discussed. 

Mourners also face mew measures. All must travel on foot to the location of the service and not 
in a vehicle and on a route agreed with the security forces. While travelling no load hailers or the 
show of flags will be allowed. 

In the view of Dr Allan Boersak, a patron of the United Democratic Front, the Pretoria 
authorities, by introducing these new restrictions, are storing up trouble for themselves and 
increase confrontation in the townships. 

Speaking to a congregation of 600 in Cape Town' Anglican Cathedral attacked the minister of 
law and order, Louis le Grange, for forcing the community to "challenge the awesome might of 
the military government." In the eyes of the majority populations these occasions are more that 
the coming together to mourn the loss of life they are times when the whole community came 
together to grieve and remember a past life. 

There is a possible clash 'waiting to happen' even though the funeral is not to take place in one of 
the 36 affected areas. Bishop Tutu plans to lead a funeral, for four, residents of the Tumahole 
township outside the town of Parys in the Orange Free State. Within the next 72 hours an Eastern 
Cape funeral is due which most definitely is within the restricted zone. 

Soe detentions now 1285 and police have reported the death of one East Cape township resident 
and a second injured. 

As the EEC' s trade commissioner met the South African ambassador to the EEC to be told that 
'apartheid has no futue' in Brussels Commission foreign ministers, in Helsinki, were discussing 
the imposition of sanctions on the apartheid state. There was also a call for more European money 
to help refugees living in Front Line States and for education of these exiles. 

At the foreign ministers meeting talked about ways they could force Pretoria to end its 11 day old 
soe and abolish apartheid in the long run. They were backed in these moves by foreign ministers 
of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Iceland. Further talks will take place in 10/85. A 
unilateral move, by Norway alone, will see the Oslo ambassador to Pretoria will not return 
following his annual leave. 

The well respected Dr Allan Boesak was the subject of a smear campaign manufactured by the 
countries security services. These findings were revealed by the countries Media Council as they 
gave details of collusion between newspaper editors and journalists and the intelligence service. 

With falsely produced pamphlets and video tapes it was claimed that the cleric, as president of the 
World Alliance of Reform Churches, was having an affair with a Ms Di Scott. Not only was the 



































































SEPTEMBER 1985 
 
 
Sun 1 
 
An opinion poll, taking into account the views of both black and white nationals, has 
in certain questions echoed the findings of a similar exercise on 25/7. When the 
whites opinion was sought on a country run by both black and white 51% [80%] gave 
a positive answer. Will apartheid exist/not exist in 10 years 22% [29%]. Is violence 
justified 11%[43%]. Peace or civil war 59% [29%]. Married into a black family yes 
object 77% no 15%. Should Nelson Mandela be released without conditions 6% 
[90%]. Best president Botha 66% [1%] Chief Buthelezie 4% [6%] N Mandela 0% 
[90%]. 
 
Sample Mori /Markinor White 500 by telephone, 19 - 21/8 across 100 sampling points 
Blacks 400, from Johannesburg and Durban areas, same time frame. 
 
Evidence has been provided, by the Detainees Support Committee, that the police are 
using inappropriate methods to gain information from detainees. It is said that these 
named persons have been injected with drugs. In once case Ndoki Masenya a social 
work student from Soweto was picked up by police as she returned from the funeral 
of an anti apartheid activist. 
 
After 10 days of detention, firstly at Deepkloof prison in Johannesburg and then in 
Protea police station and suffering almost daily beatings and being hooded for long 
periods of time Ms Masenya was allowed to see a doctor. Given an injection, that 
made her feel dizzy and her mind fuzzy, the student was given  number of electric 
shocks to her body. Still she refused to give up names of her supposed ëANC friends.í 
On Day 13, the last day the soe regulations allow for detention without charge the 25 
year old was released. However the police warned they would be watched ëday and 
nightí 
 
Soe detentions  2, 344 of this number 1, 122 are still held. 
 
At the biennial conference of the Progressive Federal Party, taking place in the port 
city of Durban, the 500 delegates have their first chance to draw into the party fold 
peoples of other ethnic backgrounds. Since the Political Interference Act, legislation 
that banned cross racial membership, was repealed there is now the possibility that the 
PFP brand of liberalism could emerge in the chambers of the Coloured and Indian 
elements of the tricarmel parliament. 
 
With the known stance, before the 1984 three chamber parliament elections, of being 
opposed to such a way forward to end the apartheid regime, such an about face would 
be the ruin of the party. One delegate, among the many who were opposed to such 
parliaments, said the PFP would be committing ìpolitical suicideî if they were to do 
so. 
 
As the official Opposition in the white chamber, that which was born in 1959, after a 
break away from the United Party, with 17 MPís has at the 1981 general election 27 
seats. Since that time Party strategy has been focussed on calling for a ëconventional 



allianceí where all interested groups and political parties would come together in an 
effort to work out a new constitution. In recent times their most high profile partner 
has been the Inkatha party and its leader Chief Buthelezie. 
 
An overall view of the debt crisis that engulfs the apartheid state and the eco/ political 
battle that will need to be addressed in the short term id the country is not to implode 
into civil war. 
 
Mon 2 
 
The minister of finance, B du Plessis, has moved to secure the value - such as it is - of 
the Rand and is value against the US dollar. There will be no repayments of the 
countries foreign debt, said, to be £12.1bn /$17bn, until 31.12.85. The announcement 
was made before the countries stock exchanges, which had been ordered shut for the 
last 4 days, reopened. The crisis has been caused not because of the exodus of foreign 
investors through stock exchange listed companies. BTR and Mc Alpine (qv 31/8) are 
two recent British companies that have sold out. Rather the number of short term 
loans, valued at approximately £8.5bn / R12bn, is what has done the economic 
damage. 
 
Day 1 of the National Mineworkers Union has seen 70, 000 not report for their work 
at seven sites owned by the three mining houses that had not earlier come to an 
agreement with the union. Already noted is the threat, by Gencor, to sack workers 
who do not report for work. If this was to happen there would be a widening of the 
protest to the miners working for the employers who had reached a settlement with 
the Union. Where miners stayed away - Beatrix mine in the Orange Free State say 
seven hurt as police and mine security clashed with a 1, 000 strong crowd. 
 
Elsewhere a vehicle carrying a number of whites near the city of East London was 
attacked by black mourners returning from a funeral. Two of the four passengers, 
brother in laws Cordier and Schultz were stabbed to death and two were hospitalised 
with serious puncture wounds. Thus the number of whites killed in this coastal area 
over the last 12 months is four. In this time frame 650 black township residents have 
been killed throughout South Africa. 
 
The troika of foreign ministers from the EEC ended their fact finding mission and 
called for a swift end to apartheid. But they said that it was not up to the Commission 
to show the way that the Pretoria administration should go. Their last abiding hope 
was that Nelson Mandela would be released. 
 
Even in death a breach of apartheid laws are uppermost in mourners minds. A recent 
funeral of 18 persons, one - J Menold aged 33 - who happened to be Coloured, was 
buried in the cemeteries of the black township Duncan near the coastal town of East 
London. While the lives of the 17 blacks were being honoured in the stadium the body 
of J Menold was slipped across the barbed wire into the Coloured ëplace of the deadí 
and laid to rest. Thus the provisions of the Group Area Act was not breached. 
 
Gold Fields of South Africa, one of the mining houses in dispute with the National 
Union of Mineworkers, is part of a much larger concern that is based in London. 
Consolidated Gold Fields has a 48% stake in GFSA More interestingly the British arm 



would be able to meet the 22% wage up deemed appropriate by the NUM.  However 
to pay such a claim would, in managements eyes, fill the miners with the idea that 
industrial threats are the way forward in the political struggle. 
 
Consolidated Gold Fields make 50% of their £105m profit from apartheid state asset. 
Last years profit was £90m. The two companies share board members with chairman 
Agnew and two other directors on the board GFSA while in return chairman 
Plumbridge has a directors role on CGF. 
 
The tentacles of the precious metal mining industry stretch even deeper as the Anglo 
American Corporation company holds 29% of Consolidated Gold Fields. There, also, 
there is a mixing of directors. Such an overlap of company officials was pioneered by 
Harry Oppenheimer chair of Anglo American and doyen of the South African business 
world. 
 
Such practices seem to indicate where and when employees should be confronted. In 
this case GFSA, Anglo Vaal and Gencor are seen to be in the best place to confront 
their workers. This would be as there is not a great NUM representation at any of the 
mines. Consolidated indicate that at its Kloof Mine, a hugely profitable operation, 
there are only 74 registered miners out of a total of <14, 000.It is also noted that 
production costs per ounce of gold are $11 while the purchase price, close of markets 
on 30/8, was $333. 50/ oz. Other group mines Kloof and Drifontein production costs 
are put at $82 and $83/ oz. 
 
Tues 3 
 
As the financial markets reopened, after a five day lay off at the behest of the finance 
minister, the value of the Rand at the end of the days trading had the value of  US$ 0. 
44.5R. The value of shares, the trading in of which also had been suspended on 
government orders, were generally lower. This fall in prices was laid at the door of the 
striking miners. 
 
Word from the executive of the National Union of Mineworkers is that 28, 000 of its 
members are on strike at the mines of the three mining companies targeted. As would 
be expected this figure was dismissed by the mine owners.  Anglo Vaal said the ënon 
strikeí was affecting 70, 000 miners.Gencor said the dispute was hitting two of its 
gold mines and three of its collieries where the ësituation is calmí and many miners 
are working normally. The third mining house, Gencor, reported ëpicketing prblemsí 
and incidents at three on three of its sites where 25 miners were arrested and six 
injured in what the management described as ëin fighting.í 
 
Support, for the striking miners, has come through the actions of the United 
Democratic Front. This, the countries largest anti apartheid movement, has called  on 
all affiliated bodies to show solidarity. As for the violence at the striking bound mines 
this was blamed on the police who are accused of being prepared to ìdrown the strike 
in blood.î The NUM itself said that ìintimidation by mine management had reached 
alarming proportions.î 
 
Back in Luxembourg the troika of EEC foreign ministerís (qv) are of the persuasion 
that sanctions are not the way forward as a way of bringing apartheid to an end. it is 



their thought that Pretoria should be given a ëreasonable timeí to make changes 
Before such measures are considered. However the final decision is the responsibility 
of the ten heads of government. 
 
Mr Justice J Milne, presiding in the treason trial of 16 members of the UDF in the 
Pietermaritzburg court has ordered the state to give more details of the indictments. 
Even as the defence team claim a partial victory the Judge Milne said the case must 
proceed. 
 
Sweden is to end the purchase of farm produce from the apartheid state in an effort to 
put pressure on Pretoria to force a change in the way the government acts against the 
blacks. The National Board of Trade, in Stockholm, has been tasked with sourcing 
alternative supplies of other essential imports like manganese and chrome. The 
countries business community as a whole has been asked to find alternative sources of 
their raw materials. 
 
As the financial meetings, between finance minister G de Kock and his Washington 
opposite number ended with the sudden departure of the apartheid states governor of 
the Reserve Bank for no given reason, leaders of the international business 
community were meeting in London. 
The UK section of International Chambers of Commerce said that the British 
business, through its subsidies, was a ëforce for good.í In the long run our presence 
would ensure a confident future for the South African business block. Not to continue 
our business links with South Africa would cost the UK 250, 000 jobs. Also the 
country is the source of many strategic metals and minerals that are not found 
anywhere else on the planet 
 
This world wide movement has 7, 000 corporate members in 100 countries and within 
the last 24 hours has described apartheid as ìan abominationì its continuance would 
damage efforts to secure a market economy. A gradual phasing out of apartheid was 
the way forward and not a policy of sanctions was the way forward. 
 
Wed 4 
 
With the threat of dismissal hanging over the striking members, as high as 28, 000 or 
as low as 10, 000, the executive if the National Union of Mineworkers have called of 
the strike. ìThis step was taken to protect the workers from the threatened dismissals 
and unlawful evictions from the mine hostels which were about to be executed by 
mine management.î In light of these threats the executive will now seek the protection 
of the labour courts which should offer protection as the strike call was legal. In 
clashes with police at the Delkraal mine, in the northern Transvaal, one miner - J 
Lekadi from Pietersburg - died when a police vehicle ran over him. 
 
Twelve months on from the mass rent boycott, in the black townships of the Vaal 
Triangle, the non payment policy is still strong. In the seven townships, under the 
control of the Lekoa councilís chairman B Scott, said 80% of the 350, 000 residents 
were not paying their dues. Despite this, new charges have been set from 1/9, with no 
outward sign that township residents were going to alter their ways. As of this time 
there are 11 vacancies on the 39 seat council where pressure has seen councillors 



resign in fear of their, or their families, lives. During the past 12 months township 
deaths, whether by police or black on black violence, is numbered at 660 
 
In the townships of the Cape Peninsula, over the last seven days 30 people have been 
reported dead and motorists in the Cape Flats region have been stoned by residents of 
several Coloured townships in the region. The dreaded Internal Security Act has 
claimed five more victims. Two were teachers and all were residents of Mitchell 
Plains outside Cape Town. 
 
ëIn the name of the outlawed African national Congressí please impose sanctions on 
South Africaí, was the message given through the medium of British television. The 
words were spoken by Winnie Mandela to her British audience. 
 
Understanding the work of the Mahlangue Freedom College in Tanzania - authors 
note see SA Tape 1 3. 3. 86 - seen as a school to finish off the education of those 
refugees who never finished their learning through school boycotts. 
 
One mans story, M Thulo aged 22, left her birth country in 1981 after engaging in the 
political activity of organising anti government demonstrations. Here in the peace and 
quiet of the country her science learning will, it is hoped, enable her to become a 
doctor. Living 200 km east of Dar es Salaam in the country events ëback homeí are 
picked up by short wave radio and disseminated the monitored broadcasts every 
evening.  The students aims are to learn and when South Africa is finished with the 
apartheid struggle return home  to begin building a better nation. 
 
Established, by the African National Congress, on 11, 000 acres donated by the 
government, in 1977, the first students in 1978 were taught under canvas. On site now 
the collage, also known as Somafco, are 300 secondary school students. Places for 
250 nursery and primary learning, along with  housing for 2, 500 people are housed in 
140 buildings. 
 
The college was named after one Soloman Mahlangu, one who had left the country to 
train as a guerilla. Set to infiltrate the country on a sabotage mission he was captured 
before its completion. No one was killed and despite world wide pleas for clemency 
he was executed in 1979 aged 21. 
 
This self sufficient community, which was opened by O Tambo, relies on its farm 
produce for grain, eggs,  poultry and vegetables on 800 hectares which produces 
enough to help feed 2, 000 Tanzanians living near by. 
 
authors note, out of position report On a judges order the son of Bishop Tutu must 
remain in jail. Trevor Tutu had his application for release refused. 
 
Thurs 5 
 
Close of trading, 4/9, saw the value of the Rand stand at US$ 0. 38. A 7c drop since 
the foreign exchanges reopened on 2/9. Letters have been exchanged between prime 
minister Thatcher and Neil Kinnock. The substance of the prime ministers missive 
was an assurance that the Bank of England would not offer any bail out facilities to 
Pretoria to prevent the Rand falling in value. 



 
Township unrest, in the Cape Peninsular townships. In Grahamstown a mob of 
residents watched, and jeered as troops tried to free, a fellow trooper, from under the 
wheels of an overturned armoured vehicle. Earlier the mob had attacked, and hacked 
to death, another member of the security forces. Other incidents in the black township 
saw the death of two residents as a result of a shooting and a necklace killing. 
 
The authorities, in Pretoria, are to reconsidering measures against the press which 
were first recommended after a commission of inquiry into reporting practices in 
1982. Among its findings was the need for limitations of foreign correspondents and 
the registration of domestic journalists. 
 
The executive of the National Union of Mineworkers have won a court battle which 
prevents the mining company, Gencor, from carrying out its threat to evict miners 
from Marievale gold mine. With the cessation of the strike (qv 4/9) miners through 
out country are returning to work. 
 
While the outward signs, from president Botha, that all is well- he is in control - 
analysis of the undertones of his recent ëreformist speechí in Durban tells a different 
story. In the leading economics journal the Financial Mail the much proffered 
ëwagging fingerí of the president likens Botha to bad magician at work who 
embarrasses all he performs before. As president and his talk of ënew structuresí only 
creates more uncertainty and the value of the rand falls. 
 
A conclusion that it would be best if he were to resign is supported by leading 
psychiatric opinion that Botha should resign, his body language does not match up to 
the words he is speaking. He speaks of outside help that will come to prop up the 
faltering economy. The body language indicates that the countries economic outlook 
is headed towards what one might expect from the economy of countries that are said 
to be ëbanana republicsí and from Central America. 
 
Not only does the Financial Mail attack his policies criticism is also coming from the 
business columns of the countries largest daily newspaper the Johannesburg Star.  
Their main concern was the five day lay off of the foreign exchange markets along 
with the stock exchange. In its opinion the closure ìhas proved to be wrong and the 
feeling among bankers is that it has only helped to heighten the countryís credit 
problems.î 
 
Leader Comment The rand goes bump in the night as the apartheid regime faces 
attack on four fronts the ìblack community which has once more taken to the streets .. 
whose militancy will only be fanned by fresh repression ... and continued refusal to 
make concessions ; the business community ; from the international investing 
fraternity.î 
 
As to why any recovery did not happen, after the financial manoeuvrers  of recent 
times, it is hard to tell. One theory, from a unnamed financial dealer in Johannesburg 
stated ìpeople are worried about their money .... the authorities will not be able to put 
a repressive lid on the growing political consciousness in South Africa among the 
blacks ... who are more developed that .. 1976î. 
 



A good showing of this tendency, the prominence of the emerging politically aware 
and organised black work force is shown in the recent NUM strike action. Although 
the union executive called the strike off, after only two days, it can be seen that the 
such  call is ìunlikely to prevent the evolution of trade unionism into a potent political 
force.î 
 
A paper from the Labour Research Organisation has divulged that 7% of the apartheid 
states workforce are, in part employed by a British owned South Africa subsidy. Some 
35, 000 workers and their home based parent companies £5bn invested in plant and 
machinery. Stocks and shares invested are valued at £6bn. UK companies are 
involved in 45% of the foreign investing companies therein. 
 
Barclayís Bank employs 26, 338 : Standard Chartered 21, 716 and together these two 
provide 70% of the countries domestic structure. Manufacturing Lonhro 10, 482 
employees : BTR/Dunlop, Courtaulds, Unilever, BET and GEC provide a wage for 
between 6, 800 and 7, 700 persons. The number One employer of blacks is Gold 
Fields of South Africa with 48%. ICI whose 38% owned associate company AECI has 
a 26, 800 strong local workforce. Profits, of between £200m - £300m are taken out of 
the country every year and returned to the parent company. 
 
Fri 6 
 
Still the violence spreads, in the Cape Peninsular, and not only in the black/coloured 
townships. Two white residents, from Kraaifontein between Cape Town and Paarl, 
were injured when 150 Coloureds began stone throwing in the residential suburb. 
There was a similar outbreak of violence in the affluent district of Wyberg in the 
centre of Cape Town. Residents retaliated with shotgun pellets There was also 
reported deaths of two persons, one by police in Belhare suburb as a bus was stoned 
on the road to Stellenbosch. A second was shot dead following the stoning of a police 
vehicle in the Cape Flats. 
 
Away from the south coast,  the home of F Meer a member of the UDF in the Durban 
region, had a petrol bomb thrown into her home and the home of the black mayor in 
Umlazi which is outside port city had a similar experience. Another incendiary was 
thrown at the homes, in Soweto, of two teachers who it is believed are responsible for 
organising the introduction of student councils in the townships schools. 
 
With the banning of the Congress of South African Students [Cosas] the number of 
schools closed because of the boycott of classes has reached 149. In another 140 
schools attendance was deemed ëlow.íThe Anzanian Students Organisation, as is 
Cosas, a United Democratic Front affiliate, is to urge country wide demonstrations of 
university students at the banning of Cosas as such a move would prolong the fight 
for ìa democratic South Africa.î 
 
Troops have moved out of Mamalodi township, outside Pretoria, by the decision of 
senior officers. The withdrawal was not brought about an agreement with township 
residents, seven of whom were said to have confronted a member of the military. It 
was made ëas the time was now rightí after a seven day delay from the original 
leaving date. 
 



In a plea to the government the TUC have called on the prime minister to back any 
move that the European Community towards imposing sanctions on South Africa 
when the heads of government meet in Brussels on 10/9. The call came from Moss 
Evans in his last speech as chair of the international committee. ìThe choice for the 
British government is one between sanctions and a policy of so called constructive 
engagement.î Along similar lines were words of support from the a number of other 
unions : FBU, Nalgo, Usdaw, NUJ and the  National Union of Seamen. 
 
A London meeting, between G de Koch, the head of the South African Reserve Bank 
and his opposite number at the Bank of England, will be the target for members of the 
anti apartheid movement. The aim of the meeting, the second in seven days, is to try 
and encourage the Banks to provide an economic lifeline to the apartheid state. On an 
American leg of the ëbeggingí journey he said the talks to reschedule the $17bn of 
foreign debt has gone well. No agreements had been reached. 
 
Those, in the US Senate and in Congress, that would impose sanctions on the 
apartheid regime seem to have the upper hand as of this time. Such is the support, 
from the American people, and inside the legislative on Capitol Hill, it would seem 
that president Regan will not use his veto when the bill is brought for signing. 
 
With the evidence, brought back by the troika of EEC foreign ministers (qv) and the 
worsening violence spreading throughout the land and the economic failures, it would 
seem international sanctions would not be needed to bring about regime change in the 
apartheid state. Time is on the side of those who seek an internal settlement. 
 
Life on the front line, inside a black township near Port Elizabeth, for the last four 
months as a member of the South African Defence Force 
 
Letters  [1] S Saaar University of Essex Wivenhoe Park Colchester the Labour 
Partyís struggles firstly with its own black members then with the apartheid dwelling 
township blacks are only now being addressed. 
 
  [2] M Saunders 3 South Hill Park Gardens London N W 3 the strength 
of the Labour Partyís commitment, when in government, to force change in South 
Africa will only be dimmed by international financial and economic community. It 
will not be for lack of commitment. 
 
Sat 7 
 
As township school students continue to boycott their classes throughout the country 
the schools minister in the western Cape has ordered many schools to close. The 
order, from the minister of Coloured Education and Culture C H E Carter, affects 454 
schools and about 360 students out of the 904 schools in the region. The thinking of 
the minister seems to be that with the schools closed parents will be able to instil a 
sense of discipline into their children and encourage them to return to their lessons. 
Other centres of school boycott include the township of Mamalodi where all ten of its 
secondary schools are closed. Reports from the Cosas say that in recent times 
anywhere between 150 and 170 black education sites are closed at any one time over 
the last few days. 
 



More violent disruption continues in the province, as the minister of law and order 
flies into Cape Town for talks about the ongoing unrest in the townships. Not details 
of the talks were given. In the town itself a petrol bomb attack was beaten off at the 
home of home of a member of parliament Denis de la Cruz. One attacker was injured 
and two arrests were made by police. 
 
There was an apology, from the president of the United States, as he admitted that his 
comment that racial segregation in the apartheid state had ended. President Regan 
categorised the remark as ëcarelessí. However he still believed that the Botha regime 
had made greater improvements to the lives of the majority than people gave him 
credit for. 
 
Jailed Nelson Mandela is in hospital for medical tests, of a urological nature, which 
has led wife Winnie - a ërestricted personí - to call on family lawyers to petition for 
the Pollsmoor prisoner to be examined by his own family doctor. At the same time the 
lawyer, I Ayob, would seek permission for his wife to visit him despite not being due 
visit until 12/85. 
 
At a meeting between Leigh Pemberton, the head of the Bank of England and the 
governor of the 
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ˇˇˇˇ African Reserve Bank de Koch blamed the home and international media for 
putting out the wrong impression about the economic and general conditions that the 
apartheid state faces. 
 
The value of the Rand, in its commercial and financial, format fell a further 2c to 
US$ 0.38 and US$ 0. 36 respectively and it has also been revealed,  by C Stals South 
Africaís director general of finance, that the total foreign debt stands at $22bn and not 
the $17bn as previously stated. 
 
Sun 8 
 
With all this recent travel, between the USA and London, de Kock the head of the 
apartheid stateís Reserve Bank, would have seemed to have won more time to sort out 
the countries finances. Washington and London have agreed not to call in their short 
term loans. There was no deal on Pretoriaís hopes that both countries would provide 
experts to work out the means of repayment of the states $12bn short term debts. 
 
Governor de Koch has made a hurried return home as a crisis hits the countries third 
largest bank. Needbank has been exempted from repaying its foreign debts. So 
angered were the USA that one bank prepared papers calling for repayment of $50m - 
$100m immediately. In the meantime the authorities threatened to close the American 
office of the south African Bank. 
 
Laws, that restrict the immigration of non whites except on grounds of marriage or 
relationships, have been declared ëracistí by members of the Indian and Coloured 



chambers of the tri carnel parliament. Such was the reasoning that the law will be 
changed by 1986. From that time the only requirement neccassary is to ìbecome 
assimilated with one or other existing community.î Such a rule change will be most 
helpful to the Indian population as family groups are large in nature. 
 
Economic considerations have forced a 5% rise in the price of petrol at the pumps. 
Also blamed will be the continued unrest in the townships and elsewhere across the 
county. 
 
Police mounted a huge security operation as 30, 000 mourners gathered to bury eight 
persons, among 30, who had died in previous township violence in the region, The 
whole of Guguletu township was ëlocked downí as military personnel circled the 
township and a helicopter flew overhead. Only residents were allowed through the 
cordon and reporters were kept well away from the cemetery. According to the police 
their presence among the mourners could incite violence. 
 
Speculation is rife that the hospitalised Nelson Mandela is suffering a problem with 
his kidneys. 
 
As Oliver Tambo, secretary general of the exiled African National Congress, is 
accorded all due respect as if he was a head of state rather than the leader in exile of a 
terrorist organisation, he warned that there could be more attacks on the white 
suburbs. Noting that Kraalfontein, a district of Cape Town (qv 6/9), had recently seen 
a mob of angry Coloureds injure two residents Such actions could become more 
frequent unless the whites were prepared to play their part in ending apartheid. 
 
The warning came as Tambo, in Tanzania, performed the opening of an education 
facility, run by the ANC, for those black students who have fled the apartheid state in 
search of a better life. During his speech he dismissed Bothaís call for Congress end 
its violence campaign before direct talks with the government can start. ìOur target is 
not negotiations it is the end of the apartheid system, and their can be no compromise 
about that.î 
 
Tambo confirmed that despite not talking to a white government talks would take 
place, in Lusaka, with members of the white business community, which was 
brokered by president Kaunda of Zambia in an attempt to ëshare views on the 
problems facing our country.í 
 
Mon 9 
 
It would seem that PW Botha has not given his permission for members of the white 
business community to meet with the ANC, even their exiled leader Oliver Tambo 
announced such a move (qv 8/9). In fact, so says the Rapport newspaper, he is against 
such a move. The president sees the move as a betrayal of the country and its security 
forces. 
 
Any delegation that travels to Zambia for talks in Lusaka is expected to be made up 
from businessmen from the Anglo American Corporation, Barclayís Bank, Barlow 
Rand and the influential insurance company Sanlam. It is the chairman of this 
company that first approached P W Botha over his opinion on such a meeting. 



 
The annual conference of the Social and Democratic Party  heard a plea from the 
leader of the party, David Owen, for the international community to ban new 
investment in the apartheid state. At the same time these same businesses should not 
pull out from the country as selectively placed sanctions would be of more benefit to 
the masses that a wholesale pull out. However a former ambassador to Pretoria, D 
Sinclair, said it was better to have influence than cause interference in the country as 
sanctions would prove counter productive. 
 
President Regan is offering up a ban on the importing of $500m worth of Krugerrands 
as a modest start to the sanctions battle ahead. There is one condition that the world 
body that controls international trade, GATT, gives its approval. Some will see this as 
an impossible task. 
The members of the Non Aligned Movement, who have signed the Luanda 
Declaration within the last 48 hours, have much to concentrate their minds on. 
 
Chief among these is the continued death and destruction in Angola, valued at $10bm, 
and the daily radio broadcasts from rebels who support the Unita fighters under the 
control of Jonas Savimbi. On the other side of the African continent is war ravaged 
Mozambique, itself fighting rebels, who may or may not be helped by the military in 
South Africa. 
 
The idiosyncrasies of the life and times of the ëhomelandsí compared to the puppet 
master South Africa. Gambling in Ciski but not in Pretoria, except horse racing. 
Bophuthatswana ës platinum mines - in Rustenburg, within the republic, mine unions 
are recognised but not if miners enter down ëBopí dug shafts.Ciskiís president 
declares 2/7 a national holiday because of his visit to the Vatican on that day. Venduís 
president drives around in an armoured BMW fitted out 
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facilities. 
 
Tues 10 
 
Despite signing into law a series of sanctions, deemed as ëcosmeticí by his opponents, 
president Regan insists that they are designed to damage the apartheid policy of 
Pretoria and not the lives of the black majority of the population. It is also thought 
that these measures will forestall the imposition of much tougher sanctions passed by 
the Senate. 
 
The measures approved by the president, in front of a national television audience, 
include a ban on computer sales to the apartheid stateís security services : nuclear 
technology : new bank loans to  the governments unless all races gain a benefit : sales 
ban of Kruggerands to US investors. 
 
It is known that the presidents intentions were discussed with the British government. 
At a later time it was divulged that the prime minister would not be following the path 
of the American administration. Officials insisted that it would continue to take a firm 
stance even imposing limited sanctions. 



 
Leader Comment Mr Regan puts on the pressure as his own administration, over the 
last four weeks, has wavered from a wholeheartedly rejection of sanctions to a policy 
of constructive engagement to the state of play as of this time of ìconstructive 
engagementî even if the financial markets did play a part in the decision. 
 
From being a president ìlacking in moral commitment, but totally out of touch with 
political pressures in his own party, let alone the rest of the countryî he has become a 
president ìwho has attempted to introduce a minimalist package to buy of wavering 
Senators from adopting a full blooded sanctions bill." 
 
The case for the British prime minister is ìeven more isolated in her stubborn refusal 
to countenance similar action here .... with 40 per cent of all foreign investment in .... 
has more than the US to loose.î A move to follow the Regan administration for Mrs 
Thatcher  ìotherwise the looming Commonwealth Conference will be her most 
embarrassing ever.î 
 
According to a report the continued policy of the Church Commissioners to invest in 
British companies, who have gain profit from their part owned apartheid state based 
subsidies, are not doing enough to coerce these firms to end these business links.  
Under study were 44 companies which, the author states, provide the commissioner 
with £1m of its investment portfolio. With this amount of investment the Church 
should be more aware of the employment conditions and the wages that the black 
workers are paid. 
 
The data scrutinised was from an analysis of company returns of the 1983/4 EEC 
Code of Conduct for companies with South African interests. The author of that report 
was F Field MP and a member of the C of Eís General Synod. At that time it was 
found that 18 of the companies failed to provide data on some or all of the details 
concerning mass wage bargaining and membership of black trade unions. The 
minimum wage agreement was not adhered to by 17 companies. No details, from 29 
companies, of training schemes or methods of advancement in the company for black 
workers were provided. 
 
out of position report  the reality of the de facto situation inside the country as the 
struggle continues to end apartheid will change, witness the attacks on the white 
residential areas of Cape Town recently, says the ANC leader Oliver Tambo. Since the 
ëwar of liberationí began over 20 years ago our targets have been the structures of the 
apartheid state, whether it be people, vehicles or buildings. Very few deaths have 
compared if compared to the numbers of people - of the non white ethnic groups - 
who have sacrificed their lives. 
 
Wed 11 
 
Despite the American sanctions signed in to law (qv 10/9) members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives hope, in time, to place on the statute book a more effective 
set that will tighten the screw on Pretoria. In all events the sales of computers, placed 
on the forbidden list along with Kruggerands, are down. The sale of the gold coins has 
in the last six months of 1984?, fallen from $488m to $88m as of this time. 
 



West German Green Party supporters, six in number, pushed their way into the 
countries embassy in Pretoria as a protest against apartheid. They plan to stay for 48 
hors.  Also back at his base in the same city is Herman Nickel. As the Washington 
ambassador he returns with a ëvery important messageí for Botha. ìNegotiations have 
to be seen to be starting. Some of the features of the apartheid system have to be 
abolished.î 
 
Ethnic Indians living in the Orange Free State from this date will be allowed to own 
property and trade as a 19th century law was voted down at the ruling parties state 
congress in the city of Bloomfontein. The closed debate saw 458 delegates approve 
the motion. Thus is overturned one of the founding rules of the Boer Republic : only 
whites could trade or own property in the state. 
 
The foreign ministers of the European Economic Commissionís plan to impose 
sanctions has been prevented by M Rifkind as he used the British veto at the meeting 
in Luxembourg. The minister was acting on instructions from the prime minister and 
phone call st minister G Howe. In Scotland the prime minister said that those 
countries who were imposing sanctions had designed them so that they do no damage 
to the lives of the black population. 
 
Thurs 12 
 
As the National Party Congress heard from the states leader on 11/9 so the president 
addressed the OFS delegates. His words were on the lines that within time, not to far 
in the future, the black population would once again become citizens of the country. 
Over various periods of time each black ethnic group has been stripped of their 
citizenship to become national of the ëindependent homelandsí scattered around the 
country. 
Barely 48 hours after the American presidents ësoft touchí sanctions the Botha 
promise could be seen as a ërewardí for American leniency.  In fact the citizenship 
elements of the speech would have been made by Botha at the Natal National Party 
Congress. However any indication of such moves were excised by his own hand. This 
brought about the economic crisis surrounding the value of the Rand. Hence its 
inclusion now. 
 
Bishop Tutu has given warning to the government that if the soe is not ended, the 
withdrawal of the military from townships, release or charge detainees for trial in 
open court and government to begin talks with authentic black leaders a seven day 
general strike call will be issued. Pretoria has until 10/85 to respond. The cleric was 
speaking, in Maritsburg Natal to 400 clerical colleagues   
 
After an 80 minuet visit with her father Zenzani Dlamini and her mum Winnie 
Mandela emerged from Pollsmoor Prison to relate the reason for Nelsonís hospital 
visit. Notes as the first full family visit since the ANC leaders jailing in 1962  Doctors 
have diagnosed an enlarged prostrate gland. They recommend that it is removed. 
 
The changes to the citizenship rights of the apartheid state, good as far as they went, 
were not fully accepted by the White House. Spokesman L Speaks asked why 
homeland dwellers could not be made citizens of the republic. The battle for votes, 



where 60 are needed in the Congress to push their own sanctions onto the statute 
book, is ever closer. As of this time ëfor sanctions votesí number only 53. 
 
One who has gone through international economic sanctions, Ian Smith former leader 
of the then Rhodesia, reckons that being placed in such a position concentrates the 
mind into solving supply problems. Now a member of the Zimbabwe parliament 
Smith feels that sanctions will come to Pretoria. 
 
Leader Comment Apartheid in retreat as citizen issues and the American sanctions 
input are directional and not reformist. Anger will be felt by both whites, see the 
forthcoming bye elections, and the black majorityís demands of heavy sanctions and 
the release of Nelson Mandela. 
 
Even as the ìMr Botha has dismantled the ideological basis of apartheid  the 
repugnant concept of extra territorial citizenship under which all blacks were deemed 
to have been citizens of homelands even if they had not lived there.î 
 
Bothaís plan now envisages giving state hood to blacks, in the past seen as citizens of 
the homelands,  who live in white designated areas - the rest of the country - and to 
offer true homeland residents the chance of a dual citizenship. ìWhether the next stage 
is written in blood or fresh tactical retreat is, squarely, up to Mr Botha. 
 
Letters  [1] P Hain 35 Felshan Road London S W 15 recent events, the SDPís 
wavering over sanctions and the international sanctions - EEC, Thatcher and Regan - 
new ways must be used to force change. Sport still seems a good way to start. 
 
  [2] F Prideaux 18 Hornmead Road London W 9 there is ëserious and 
not so seriousí where do Owen and Mandela fit in. 
 
  [3] S Sapper Anti Apartheid Movement London N W 1 putting right 
the support for the African National Congress shown by the TUC 
 
  [4] L Clarke Uxbridge Middlesex the forged title deeds that give the 
majority of the land to white South Africans. 
 
out of position report [1]  The dithering, by the EECís heads of government, over the 
issue of imposing sanctions against the apartheid state, has given  a îglimmer of hope 
to those who want to maintain the apartheid systemî says the Commissions trade 
commissioner. W de Clercq was speaking in the European parliament. There was no 
direct criticism of the British stance but he hoped that the MEPís could work around 
the veto and come to some alternative arrangement. 
 
out of position report [2]   Home from his American/British round of financial support 
mission de Kock, chair of the Reserve Bank in Pretoria, has let it be known that 
within the last 14 days an undisclosed amount of gold has been used to secure foreign 
exchange in order to keep South Africaís economy afloat. 
 
Gold coin advertising, by Austrian banks, has been stopped. Known as a country that 
does a brisk trade in such coins it is not known how the measure will hit the sale of 
Kruggerands et al. 



 
Fri 13 
 
The highest peak of the ruling National Partyís restrictive and administrative 
authority, the presidents council, has ruled that the hated pass laws should go. It could 
be said that within the last 24 hours two of the main contentious issues for the black 
population - citizenship and now the need to carry documents around at all times 
shows some degree of hopefulness for the future. 
 
Throughout the history of the battle against the apartheid system, and its forebears, 
the registration of the black majority by the white minority has been at the centre of 
many protests. In 1911 such ëinflux control measures were deemed ìenemy number 
oneî by the growing band of black nationalists. As recently as 1960 the black 
nationalist Pan African Congress organised an anti pass campaign in the town of 
Sharpville. This ended with many dead. It also brought the plight of the majority onto 
the international stage. 
 
Townships, on the outskirts of Cape Town, Guguletu and Crossroads, were the scene 
of overnight confrontations between police and residents. Three, approximately 18 
years, of age died in Guguletu when they came up against a hail of bird shot as they 
were stoning police vehicles. Two died in a clinic in Crossroads township. Death also 
occurred in Langa as a crowd threw stones at a police house. Further away, in Natal 
province, Howich township was the scene of a womanís death as she died from a shot 
gun/ pellet attack fired by the police. 
 
Those, in the American Senate, who seek tougher sanctions against the apartheid state 
are still confident that this can be achieved. This feeling of possibility, from senate 
Democrats, comes from the fact that there is a belief that the Republicans have gone 
back on a commitment to push for meaningful sanctions rather than the weak 
measures wanted by president Regan. 
 
The questions on the lips of G Reily, chair of the Anglo American conglomerate who 
will be part of the white business community that is to talk with the exiled ANC in 
Lusaka will centre on the business ethic of the black nationalists and their future 
plans. The big debate, as far as he is concerned, is capitalism versus free enterprise 
which is the way forward?  With the known displeasure, about any talks between the 
two parties, from P W Botha who said to do so was to show disloyalty to those 
fighting and dying Reily accepts that the statement was made by a politician whose 
thoughts he was not privy to. 
Sat 14 
 
The chosen location, for the meeting between members of the white business 
community and members of the African national Congress, was the Luangwa Valley 
game reserve in Zambia. After the six hours of talks G Reilly, chair of Anglo 
American, indicated that the talks between ëfellow South Africansí and more dialogue 
between the two opponents might lead to a fruitful conclusion of the statesís turmoil. 
For his part Oliver Tambo agreed that there was an ëconsiderable understandingí 
between the two former hostile groups. 
 



One of the main issues that divided the two groups was an agreed business structure. 
With the liberation movement it would seem insisting on a wide nationalisation 
programme. Chairman Reilly said that the gap in thinking on the way forward was not 
that different. Both sides were in a reformist frame of mind for the way forward as the 
way for the economy. Stating his interpretation the exiled ANC leader said that both 
sides now knew the others policies. Although there was understanding, by the white 
businessmen of their business policy, they still believed that all their policies were 
practical. 
 
The Canadian governmentís external affairs minister, J Clarke, has laid out a series of 
measures that curtail its business community coming to the aid of the apartheid state. 
As so many other countries have done Ottawa has stopped businesses making short 
term loans : new investment : crude oil sales and stopping direct flights to the 
sanctioned country. 
 
In the white chamber of Parliament, the chief architect of the ëno blacks in South 
Africa policyí, Dr Connie Mulder mounted an attack on the recommendations of the 
presidents council to scrap the countries influx control laws. As a leading member of 
the ultra right Conservative Party he was a non signatory, the only dissenter, to the 
final report that called for the ending of this controversial law. 
 
In his mind one of the consequences of abandoning this tenent of apartheid is the 
opening up, to all the ethnic groups in the country, all the benefits of the country. He 
asked all members did they want all groups to have access to the sane schools, shops, 
suburbs, jobs and even this parliament? This was the future if the councils report was 
acted upon. 
 
Two influential leaders of the majority population have spoken out on this issue. 
Bophuthatswanaís leader, President Lucas Mangapoe,  warned the president, to 
restore citizenship to the majority would be meaningless if they were still treated as a 
second class ethnic group. Chief Buthelezie said that to rid the state of the influx laws 
would give the majority population ëmore hope than ever beforeíof a continued 
reform process. 
 
This reformist policy of P W Botha and his National Party will face a series of bye 
elections, in 10/85, when the true nature of the thinking of the minority population can 
be gauged. 
 
Police have banned, ëon the grounds of safety of members of the public and their 
property, and the maintenance of public orderí, a Soweto based conference called by 
the World Conference on Religion and Peace. Among those who would have attended 
would have been Bishop Tutu and five other clerics, all who have been banned from 
entering the country. Among those from overseas was the movements secretary 
general J Taylor who would have come from London. 
 
Elsewhere in the township four media photographers, near the home of Winnie 
Mandela, were taken firstly to Moroka police station and then escorted out of the 
township. This restriction on the working press comes only days after the current copy 
of the US magazine, Newsweek,was withdrawn from sale and the magazines reporter 
R Wilkinson was deported. 



 
Belgian, in a stand alone move across Europe, has revoked the diplomatic status from 
the apartheid stateís military attache in Brussels and ordered him home. 
 
The choice of Dr F Leutwiler, a former chief of the International Bank of Settlements 
to act as a go between with those that have lent, and want repayment of financial 
loans, by the apartheid state, has not gone down well in certain quarters. Concerned 
bankers question the impartiality of the Swiss nominated banker. Why should banks 
prepare the schedule of repayments when it is Pretoria that should take the 
responsibility. Critics say that Dr Leutwiler position will be seen as working on behalf 
of the debtor nation? 
 
It is internationally agreed that the countries economy, $12bn in debt as it is, will not 
improve until trading improves to lessen the debt. This will not happen, through new 
loans, until this huge amount is brought down. Some estimates indicate that for the 
whole $12bn to be paid off will take at least 5 years. 
 
Sun 15 
 
The storm gathers over the London governments non wish to put sanctions in place 
which will harm Pretoriaís fragile economy. Within 72 hours the General Assembly of 
the United Nations will open its new session. The top topic up for debate will be 
South Africa. Members will eagerly await, on 27/9, the address of foreign secretary 
Howe as he tries to defend his governments ëstand aloneí policy on the imposition of 
economic sanctions. 
 
Already the scene is been set, as two conferences in New York, are directing thoughts 
towards Britains role in the business of the state - 40% of overseas investment 
welcomed by Pretoria comes from Britain - also British based companies hold  vast 
mining interests across the border in  Namibia. 
 
Throughout the African continent the black states, except Malawi seen as a full 
supporter of prime minister Thatcher, are very much able to give Howe a rough ride in 
the Assembly chamber. Many of them are also able to apply pressure through the 
Commonwealth, many of whom also want sanctions put in place.   
 
Facts - from the UNís Commission on Transnational Corporations show London 
based interests are far and away the most heavily involved in the apartheid state. 
Chief among these is the Hill Samuel Group with more than £1bn invested since 1982 
- 1984. Nine British registered companies are involved in the territory of South West 
Africa. Barclays and Standard Bank, Rio Tinto Zinc at the Rossington Uranium Mine. 
Shell and BP provide oil products to the region and to the South African occupying 
forces. 
 
Responding to Londonís economic involvement in the region politicians point out 
preserving our own economy is at the top of the governments agenda. There are to 
many British jobs at stake. Also the economy would suffer a great deal, if moves were 
made that saw less British involvement in economy of South Africa. 
 



P W Botha claimed that the members of the business community that travelled to 
Zambia for talks with Oliver Tambo and other members of the exiled ANC had 
ëshown signs of weakness to the enemy.í He also noted that delegate members T 
Myburgh, editor of the Sunday Times, H Parkendorf, the editor of the Afrikaner daily 
Die Vaderland had both supported the governments 1983 proposal of a three chamber 
parliament. Responding to the claim of disloyalty Myburgh said no one felt disloyal, 
it was no more than a getting to know you session. The editor added that was an 
ìamazing sense of all being South Africans.î 
 
Full implementation of the presidential councilírecommendation to end the hated pass 
laws could take up to six months claims Sheena Duncan of the Black Sash 
organisation unless the president steps in by simply signing in into law. To have P W 
do such would negate the debate in the legislature. 
 
The ability of the foreign press corps, now standing at 162 with accreditation and 
applications pending numbering 70 there are indications treatment of foreign 
journalists will come under greater scrutiny by the authorities. Measures akin to the 
treatment of the expelled Newsweek journalist (qv) will become more frequent it is 
feared. Such treatment is due to negative reporting for overseas media outlets and the 
English language national press outlets reporting in the townships. 
 
As of this time most whites receive their main news through the television. The state 
ëmanagesí the news content to the extent that only limited reporting of the townships 
troubles makes its way onto the broadcast. Then it is only at the end. 
 
With the signing of the Lusaka Accord, and its clause of no interference by Pretoria, 
Angolan forces are seemingly keeping the rebel force Unita under control. Much of 
this has happened because of better trained troops and an improved air force. Both 
elements being put through their paces by ex Portuguese military personnel. Also 
military supplies, an air defence system in the south of the country, supplied by the 
Soviets. 
 
The issue of the presence of Cuban troops is still not resolved. However Luandaís 
dependence on them has declined although the president, in a recent speech, indicated 
that it was not feasible to for them to leave Angola at this present time. 
 
Mon 16 
 
The ongoing strike involving workers at the Dublin based Dunns supermarket in 
Dublin has taken on a new lease of life after an announcement from four other 
supermarket chains in the Irish Republic. 
 
From the humble beginnings, where store workers were sacked for refusing to handle 
goods from the apartheid state and won international support for their stance (qv 
28/12), the position now is that the four main food outlets have agreed to phase out 
the selling of such products. This may take some time and if the original eleven 
employees, of the Henry Street branch return to work they will be expected to handle 
South African products where no alternative could be found. 
 



One of the white businessmen, who went to Zambia to meet members of the exiled 
African National Congress, the former politician and now an executive of the Anglo 
American Corporation Zac de Beer, spoke of the seven strong delegationís unanimous 
support for the release of the jailed Nelson Mandela. Other comments were of the 
nature of a hope for more talks with Oliver Tambo and other members in exile. ìThe 
future lies in our common South Africanism. We have a common interest in that.î 
 
As the police release from detention 746 high school students, held for boycotting 
their classes, so has the schools circuit inspector given an assurance to the Brigadier J 
Coetzee Sowetoís top policeman, that the students will return to their classes 
forthwith. 
 
out of position report   with his impending date at the UNís General Assemblyís 
annual meeting in New York, foreign secretary Howe is at odds with his prime 
minister on the sanction issue. He is minded to follow the line of European colleagues 
who call for a strict regime of sanctions being put in place. Such changes are needed 
because an even larger battle of wills loons as the Commonwealth heads of 
government are due to meet in 10/85 in the Bahamas. At the very least the conference 
will expect the Thatcher government to support the mild version adopted by Europe. 
 
Tues 17 
 
In a move, to crush rebel forces operating in southern Angola the South African 
military has crossed the northern Namibian border and has attacked members of the 
Swapo organisation who use the south of the country to rest and recuperate after 
attacks on civilians in the north of the territory. 
 
Under the command of, soon to retire, General C Viljoen, and a clear breach of 
Pretoriaís pull out agreement of 4/85, the deployment of troops was backed up by 
members of the air force at a time when Angolan forces were doing battle with the 
Unita rebels under he control of Jonas Savimbi. 
 
In mitigation for the incursion, that was signalled to Luanda in advance and with a 
request not to intervene, Pretoria said that they had no alternative as there was 
intelligence that Swapo members were ready to unleash a bombardment of civil and 
military targets inside Namibia. 
 
As is well known, after speeches by PW Botha, that major tenents of the apartheid 
structure are to change doubt has been cast by the government on the repeal of influx 
control laws. Rightly known as the Group Areas Act they are in fact one of the pillars 
of the countries tri racial constitution. As is well known this current administration, 
multiplied by three, allows each ethnic group to deal with its own affairs which by 
definition demands that all three groups live ëseparate lives.í Only national issues are 
open to all for full debate. 
 
Petros Nxumalo aged 16 and a school student in Soweto has died in hospital in the 
township. It is alleged that he was shot in the head by police on 13/9. There will be a 
police investigation as there will into the death of a three year old Mita Ngobeni who 
was killed by a rubber bullet. 
 



With a new chair of the Front Line States elected the leaders of the southern African 
states Mozambique, Botswana, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe have called on 
Pretoria to end the apartheid system.At the same time they called on the western 
nations and America  to ìbroaden and intensify the pressures so that they may 
effectively hasten the process of dismantling the process of apartheid.î In making such 
calls member states are well aware, and accept, the harm that calling for the end of 
apartheid will do to their nationals. 
 
It is likely that the recently imposed halt to the repayment of foreign debt, till 12/85, 
will have to be extended into 1986. This would give the apartheid stateís banking 
system more time to asses the actual amount due to be paid back. The delay is due to 
the inability of Pretoria and its creditors to agree on a mechanism of repayment. 
In a submission, to the United Nations hearings of the transnational corporations 
dealings with Namibia and the apartheid state, from the F Ceyrac president of the 
International Chamber of Commerce, a plea was made to members to end the ìmorally 
indefensibleî policy of South Africaís apartheid system. It was also said it would be 
wrong to take business away as it would damage the economy of the country and 
cause further hardships to the state and those who lived in the region. 
 
The Western Australian government is to launch a gold coin. It is hoped will become 
as great an investment as the once popular Kruggerand was. It is expected to be 
launched, at the earliest in 3/86. They will be minted in Perth with a design that will 
be approved within the next seven days. The selling of these collectors items is 
expected to attract of 10% of the world bullion coin market which used 125 metric 
tonnes of gold with a value of US$ 2bn. Australian gold output produces 40 metric 
tons annually. 
 
Wed 18 
 
As the Unita rebels battle the forces of Luanda the military invasion of Angola by the 
South Africans has claimed the life of an army medic. Lance Corporal Fidler, who 
was part of a team attending to the rebel wounded, was shot dead. It is claimed that 
his body was taken to Angolaís capital. According to General Viljoen requests for 
medical assistance from Unita ëwere treated on their merits.í This explanation does 
nothing to dissuade opinion that Pretoria fights alongside Unita rebel forces when it is 
of advantage to them. 
 
Over South Africaís eastern border, in Mozambique, president Machel detailed for Pik 
Botha the number of MNR rebel incursions from across the border despite the signing 
of the Nkomat Accord. Much of the information was gained after the defeat of the 
MNR rebel force in the town of Sofla in a joint operation with Zimbabwean troops. A 
second meeting, in Maputo, by Pik Botha after the investigations have been 
completed. 
 
The forced closure of 450 secondary schools, for Coloured students, in the Cape was a 
decision by the ministry of education that brought students and their parents out in 
force to stop the closures. One place of contention was Athlone township outside 
Cape Town. Here the military, sent in to enforce the ruling, found themselves trapped 
in a school building and surrounded by an angry mod. They were only rescued when 



more forces were sent in. Even then the crowd was only moved on after tear gas and 
rubber bullets were fired into the parent/teacher/pupil crowd. 
 
The minister Ebrahaim Carter made his decision, which affects 360, 000 students, at 
the time of the detention of the Reverend A Boesak (qv) and his intended march to 
Pollsmoor Prison to call for the release of nelson Mandela. 
 
President Regan will play host as the head of state in Mozambique begins a state visit 
to the United States. One of the aims of the visit is to bring the Maputo regime under 
the influence of the non communist system and ditch its associations with the Soviet 
Union. Throughout 1984 routine aid, not counting famine relief, has reached £25m / 
US$34m has come from Washington. 
 
Profits of the London based Consolidated Goldfields, the mining conglomerate, has 
seen a fall in profits from its mining operations. The rise in the company value came 
from its Amey Roadstone construction materials business. 
 
A rise in 1985 of 9% to £114.9m giving a share dividend of 24.5p/share. Thus the 
company share price rose to 442p/share which was 15p higher than 24 hours 
previously. Not doing so well are the South African offshoot companies, Consgold 
South Africa, down 17% and 3% decline in 48% share in its GFSA offshoot. This can 
be put down to the economic battering the Rand has taken in recent months. 
 
The construction material arm, Amey Roadstone, contributed £83.5m towards profits 
which was £15m up on 1984ís contribution. 
 
Eastern Angola is the latest battleground for the forces loyal to Luanda. As the people 
of the capital file past the lying in state of Agonstino Neto, the countries first president 
an assessment of the military forces ability to defend itself. 
 
Thurs 19 
 
Twenty four hours after a joint Transport and General Workers Union and Anti 
Apartheid Movement picket outside the South African embassy in London Pretoriaís 
representative in London D Worrall has agreed a meeting.  Led by union general 
secretary, Ron Todd, the demonstrators had arrived outside the building on a double 
decker bus. Among other protesters was Bill Morris the Transport Unions deputy 
general secretary, 
 
The two sides agreed to met at the London headquarters of the union Transport House 
where views will be exchanged on the imposition of sanctions on the black majority 
population and the oppression of the black union movement in the apartheid state. 
 
Eleven members of the Church of England hierarchy, as members of the British 
Council of Churches, are preparing to fly to Johannesburg to meet with clerics from 
around the world. With other delegates from the USA and Germany. They have all 
been invited by Dr B Naude the head of the South African Council of Churches who 
can be seen as a dissident of the ëstate churchí the Dutch Reform Church. 
 



High up on the agenda, for the British Council of Churches, is its call, with the 
support from other world churches - except the white minority DRC - for economic 
disengagement and possible sanctions against the Pretoria regime. While in the 
country there will be a demand to see the cleric Boersak, detained recently for being 
the organised of the march on Pollsmoor Prison, and Nelson Mandela. 
 
Recent reports that companies that the Church of England hold investments in paid 
lower wages to their black employees that the EEC set rate were correct. However 
they did deny that these same companies made it difficult for employees to join a 
union. 
 
Cape Flats townships erupted in violence. In separate incidents three persons were 
killed - a 10 year old girl, Ellis River, 21 year old man shot dead in Valhala Park and a 
fatal wounding in Manenburg. A policeman, in the township where Mita Ngobeni (qv 
17/9) died, was hacked to death as mourners attended the 10 year olds funeral.  Earlier 
the police man had apologised for the girls death only to be told by her parents to ëgo 
away.í ìWe are tired of the police doing this and later saying they are sorry.î 
 
The severity of the soe regulations are causing concerns to members of the 
Association of Law Societies and the Law Society of the Transvaal based in 
Johannesburg as they met with minister of justice K Coetsee. They were ìdeeply 
concernedî and cannot understand how ìan inhabitant of this country who has 
committed no crime can be subjected to a humiliating and degrading imprisonment 
without any recourse to the law. If a mistake is made, it is unlikely that the victim will 
receive any recompense. 
 
The decision by, the United States government to ban the import of Kruggerands, has 
ben deemed an attack on the black mining community by the government in Pretoria. 
For more countries to follow this same path the more the lifestyles of the black 
majority will be harmed. 
 
As battle rages inside Angola latest reports indicate that heavy use, in support of the 
Unita rebel forces, is coming from 18 Camberra bombers and Mirage fighters from 
the South African Air Force are in use Mavinga town in the south east of the country.  
The number of Pretoriaís troops across the border is put at 500. They are split into 12 
groups and are expected to stay for a further seven days after penetrating 150 miles 
into Angola. 
 
Meanwhile troops loyal to dos Santos were at one time within 10 miles of the rebel 
leaderís headquarters of Jamba in the Central Highlands and are now fighting in the 
provinces of Moxico and Cubango Cubango after six weeks of fighting. More than 
100 rebels are said to have died over this period. 
 
Fri 20 
 
The government policy of forced removals, now under review under its own 
auspicious, will in future have to be reviewed by parliament and not happen by a 
cabinet decree. Thus a third/ fourth? tenent of apartheid law comes under severe 
scrutiny. 
 



Known to have affected up to one million blacks, moved out on the whim of the white 
minority, who want the land. In the past when pliant village chiefs have been coerced 
into agreeing to such a mass exodus was possible. From now on the desire to be 
moved must come from residents also. 
 
In parliament? the MP for Berwick on Treed, A Beif, appealed to the prime minister to 
change her stance, one that is at odds with the EEC and the Commonwealth, on the 
sanction issue. Such a stance would see Britainís influence with the countries in the 
ëthird worldí fall away to one of insignificance. 
 
While the white business community of the apartheid state have been talking to 
members of the ANC to under stand the issues and western banks saw that it was bad 
for their business world wide to bail out this near bankrupt state Britain continues to 
stand alone on the issue of imposing sanctions. 
 
Speaking in support, of the Pretoria regime J Calvert, Notts South MP, noted that 
there were more racist countries that South Africa in the world. J Forder, Southampton 
Test MP, also was against the placing of sanctions as he feared that these measures 
would lead to violence and who knows how the country would come out of it. 
 
Two whites S Burger aged 19 and G Scheepers aged 21, have been sentenced to hang 
for the murder of G Goitsione after locking her in the boyfriends car and setting it 
alight. At an earlier time along with J Mattyson aged 20 and D Durandt aged 19 all 
four were found guilty of raping the women. All four denied the charges. It has 
already been noted, by the Institute of Race Relations that a similar case in 1983, saw 
three black die when indiscriminate fire was poured into a locked ëblack onlyí rail car 
killing three passengers. 
 
The 480 South African troops inside southern Angola have been ordered to leave and 
return to their bases in Namibia. Describing their mission as successful General C 
Viljoen warned that follow up missions to keep Swapo guerillas from attacking inside 
Namibia would continue. 
 
Confirmation that the Nkomat Accord has been breached by elements of the South 
African military support of the MNR rebels in Mozambique (qv 18/9) has seen swift 
action from foreign minister Pik Botha. A hurried to the border town of Nkomati 
between himself and Maputo based cabinet ministers, Oliver Monaterio, internal 
affairs minister and the minister of security Sergie Viera. Agreeing the Accord had 
been breached Botha said that they had occurred ëin the interests of trying to end the 
vicious civil warí between Flelimo and the rebels Renamo. 
 
As to the document of revelation this was a diary kept by the captured rebel leader J 
Waz. Among the entries were the notes of three visits, to the now, captured MNR base 
in Gorongoza by Louis Nel deputy foreign minister in the Botha government. In 
addition the minister said that the SADF had built an airstrip to fly in supplies and 
there had been a number of over flights to drop supplies to the rebel forces. 
 
British ambassador to Pretoria, Sir P Moberly, called on the foreign minister in 
Pretoria to hand in a protest note over its invasion of Angola. 
 



Sat 21 
 
Recent announcements by P W Botha, when speaking at provincial National Party 
Congresses, have been the platform for auspicious announcements thus the words 
from the platform this time round were not a let down. 
 
At the party congress, in the Transvaal, the tenents of apartheid were not attacked 
rather than the conditions in which the government would begin talking with the 
African National Congress that were laid out. ìThe ANC must break its ties with the 
South African Communist Party and the Soviet Unionî the convention was told. To 
party delegates he posed the question ìWho can expect me to hold discussions with 
the ANC without its renouncing violence and then look a black or white parent of a 
child who died as a result of ANC violence in the eye.î 
 
During his speech the president admonished the press for creating the impression that 
the time was right for the government to begin talks with the liberation movement. 
Journalists may promote the idea of peace however they forget take into account the 
ìrevolutionary nature and enslavement of the South African Communist Partyî who he 
believes are the driving force behind the ANC. Another question asked, of the 
business men who spoke with the ANC in Zambia: why go there when ìhis 
intelligence services could tell them all they need to know?î 
 
Awaiting trial, under the Internal Security Act, Dr Alan Boesak (qv 28/8) has been 
granted bail after being in police custody since his arrest as he stood at the head of the 
march to lead township members towards Pollsmoor Prison. Severe restrictions have 
been placed on his movements while he awaits trial. The clericís passport has been 
seized, house arrest 9pm - 6am, confined to the Bellville magisterial district and non 
attendance at any funeral unless written permission from the districts police chief. 
 
Police figures show soe detention numbers are 1, 398 and a total of, 3, 557 have been 
held since 21/7. 
 
According to South Africaís minister of defence, General Magnus Malan, any aid that 
Pretoria has supplied to the Unita guerillas in Angola was of the humanitarian and 
moral in nature. The minister also said that such help would end if all foreign troops 
were withdrawn from Angola. By implication Pretoria meant the 20, 000 - 30, 000 
Cuban troops who were there to assist Luanda in their fight to rid the country of its 
rebel force led by Jonas Savimbi. 
 
While seen as a rebel leader by Luanda to the authorities in Pretoria he is seen as the 
leader of ìa black anti Marxist movement  ..... stands for the same norms and values in 
which we all believe. He has sacrificed personal comfort and convenience to lead his 
people  from slavery.î 
 
In New York the United Nations Security Council has condemned the invasion of 
Angola by Pretoria and calls for an immediate withdrawal. Failure to do so will see, 
on 23/9, a call for sanctions debate and a move to expel South Africa from the 
international organisation will commence. 
 



The cost of importing certain goods will now cost businesses 10% more as the 
government attempt to kick start the flagging economy by creating employment in 
many of the countries emerging industries. The affected commodities will be those 
outside the remit of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade [Gatt], the trans 
global rule which aims to keep world trade free from tariff barriers. The amount 
raised, on the 55% of overseas goods is expected to bring in R400m / US$150m in a 
six month period. 
 
Figures compiled, by the End Loans to South Africa campaign, show that the British 
based bank Rothchildës is largest lender to Pretoria of all the UK based financial 
institutions. Up to this moment in time eight loans with a value of $453m have been 
made to the apartheid state. Other banks, 1- 7/85 have lent £380m/$500m in ten loans 
Of this amount $75m was to the government with the rest, $425m, was loaned to the 
business community. As a whole the British banking sector is responsible for $5.6bn 
worth of loans out of the $20bn that is owed to the international banking community 
 
Sun 22 
 
Despite the harsh demands, made by president PW Botha at the National Party 
Congress Transvaal branch (qv 21/9) in Pretoria there are still other persons willing to 
engage in talks with those that the president shuns. Among those are members of the 
Progressive Federal Party who foresee the National Convention working with 150 top 
businessmen clerics and lawyers towards a drawing up of a new constitution. 
 
Such a body was brought into being within the last 24 hours at a meeting in 
Johannesburg. Also in attendance were representatives of the Zulu dominated Inkatha 
movement as well as Dr Nthato Motlana chair of the influential, and radical, Soweto 
Civic Association. All in all 600 people all with hopes of moving the debate along in a 
peaceful manor. 
 
Value of the Rand falls to US$ 1: 0.37 as of end of business on 20/9. 
 
With the revelations from the diary of J Waz an MNR commander (qv 20/9) there are 
fears, on behalf of the South Africans, that more damaging information may come out. 
More details, that have already forced the defence minister to make contrite 
admissions, in an attempt to sure up the faltering Nkomat Accord. No doubt president 
Samora Machel, now in the USA and angry at the double dealing with a neighbouring 
countries rulers, will use the ongoing diplomatic storm lever in his talks with prime 
minister Thatcher during his visit to London. 
 
Pictures from the front line - 28/8 the day a march to Pollsmor Prison was delayed as 
mass arrests were made and the three days of rioting that occurred in the Cape Flatts 
townships of the likes of Guguletu and Nyanga. 
 
J Waz diary extracts  July 20 1984 message from Pretoria to Dklahama secretary 
general of Renamo two of our men are leaving with 26 tonnes of material on August 
1 ... drop to take place east of Injamenia The group will be brought back on August 7 
on an aircraft bringing more material ... 
 



   July 22 The statement ëVaz will depart Gorongoza on August 
6[and] board SA ship at 16. 00 hrs August 9. He arrives in Durban on August 11 
where he is met by SADF [army] officers. 
 
   August 21 A list of material to be taken back to Gorngoza 
include AK47ís, fuel, bazookas, blankets, two radio transmitters, stationery and 
compasses. 
 
Already deemed, by General Malan as ëmostly humanitarianí PW Botha claimed that 
some of the diary entries were fiction 
 
Mon 23 
 
Even as South African soldiers complete their withdrawal from Angola at 10am, hours 
before a midday deadline after capturing 14 Swapo fighters along with quantities of 
explosives, General Malan deemed it possible other military support missions for 
Unita rebel fighters were possible. 
 
In the eyes of western governments Pretoriaís admission that the apartheid state is 
providing logistical support for those that oppose those in power in Luanda could lead 
to a second incursion, on a much larger scale. This in turn to may lead to a ratcheting 
up of the power struggle, between the east and west, as Cuba/Soviet influence comes 
up against immovable force of the white minority government. 
 
At the end of a gathering of 150 of the ëgreat and the goodí from across the political 
spectrum who gathered in Johannesburg (qv 22/9) a second attempt to institute a 
national convention will commence. The first national convention in 1908 - 1909 fell 
by the wayside as the majority of the black population were barred from voting and 
group members were not allowed to stand for parliament. 
 
Backed by the leader of the Opposition in parliamentís white chamber, Dr F van Z 
Slabbert, the Inkatha leader Chief Buthelezie, the Black Sash anti apartheid pressure 
group and a number of white businessmen, only the ANC and the UDF seem to be 
opposed to such a forum.  It would seem that the convention was born out of an idea 
that emerged at an Inkatha sponsored conference from an idea from the PFP leader. 
Such a grouping of ideas is called opportunism and trying to build up a support base 
on the back of the township residents clashes with the police. 
 
While the United Democratic Front were strong in the townships of late, because of 
the detention of many members, Progressive Federal Party/Inkatha moved in to fill 
the breach. This was not to the liking of the African National Congress. 
 
Their second point of contention, with the UDF, is that party members are likely to 
stand for election in the Coloured and Indian Chambers of the tri carnel parliament 
even though these ethnic groups, in the main boycotted the 1984 three chamber 
general election. An unpopular decision some what ? 
 
ìThe ANC would like to reiterate that there can be no discussion of a negotiated 
settlement while the leader of our party is in jail. Further any negotiations would have 



to be about the transfer of power to the democratic majority. The issue of a democratic 
and non racial South Africa is not negotiable.î 
 
Tues 24 
 
Having admitted that military assistance will be given to the Unita rebels fighting in 
Angola the authorities in Pretoria are on a mission to widen support for the rebel 
movement. To this aim a mission, led by a diplomat D Steward, with wide experience 
in this field, has been dispatched to America for discussions on ways to broaden 
support for the anti communist forces fighting there. 
 
Engaged in fighting, around the town of Mavinga. Jonas Savimbi said that while there 
is much use of military equipment of South African origin there were no soldiers on 
the ground. Rebel Unita forces were battling were coping well as they confronted 
Cuban forces, Russian made helicopter gun ships, MIG 21ís and T 62 tanks supplied 
by the Soviets. Despite this assurance western observers believe that Pretoriaís elite 
Battalion 32 is already inside the country. 
 
Despite promises made about ending the forced removal of blacks after five years of 
deliberations a government commission has given the go ahead to clear land wanted 
by the minority white population. As of now 42, 000 of the black population will be 
relocated to KwaZulu Natal. The Chief Minister, Gatsha Buthelezie, said he would 
have nothing to do with the plan. 
 
Nine British church leaders and seven members of parliament, responding to a invite 
from the authorities in Pretoria have come to the country to study apartheid. They 
arrived after 48 hours of violence in the townships. 
 
Leader Comment The perfidy is total, too with the admissions, from the military and 
the defence minister in recent days about the states involvement both in Angola and 
Mozambique it could be said that Pretoria is not interested in negotiating a settlement 
with is black neighbours  rather the policy of ìtotal onslaughtî is back on the agenda to 
solve the regions problems. 
 
All problems are because opponents are Communist in nature. ìThe banned African 
National Congress and the persecuted United Democratic Front are not organised 
responses to oppression based on race but Communist front organisations. The 
government of Angola and Mozambique are also Communist catspaws of the Soviet 
Union which is intent on destroying Western Christian free enterprise values at the 
southern end of the southern extremity of the turbulent continent.î 
 
What did the recent incursions into Angola, seeking out Swapo rebels - again 
Communist - achieve. Nothing more than finding ìa few corpses, a handful of 
prisoners and almost enough explosive to make a single IRA bomb even if there were 
a total onslaught , total perfidy hardly seems the right response.î 
 
Wed 25 
 
It is viewed that much of the disturbances in the townships is due to residents 
identifying the successes of capitalism with the strictures of apartheid. In many 



locations, those persons who seem to be benefiting from economic success, a home 
with more than two bedrooms, have had their homes set alight. 
 
Such policies were the bed rock on which the white business men, led by Gavin Reilly 
of the Anglo American Corporation, travelled to a Zambian game lodge to talk with O 
Tambo and other members of the ANC in exile. In essence this move indicated that 
the business community had lost faith with the governmentís ability to resolve the 
race conflict unaided. In their view there is no where else to go other than the ANC 
and its un baned ëmirror imageí UDF as all other like minded organisations have been 
sent into the wilderness. 
 
As to the future, whether run by a black, white or any other mix of government this 
new administration must have a country that is viable in nature and not one that has 
been destroyed by violence and strife. Even at this time it is obvious to the An Am 
chairman that white minority rule is over and that capitalism is not apartheid. It is a 
proven  method of providing benefits to a nations people. 
 
For his part, and in defence of the socialism of the ANC, O Tambo stated that the 
large businesses corporations are too large and make too much profit when many of 
the people who provide such wealth are living in such poverty. While some would 
indicate the full Marxist Leninist treatment, full nationalisation, after the 6 hours of 
talks this did not seem the case. Rather only part ownership of these vital industries 
would be owned by the state. 
 
To parody an injunction of Nkruma that ëAfricans must seek first the political 
kingdom and that all other things should be added unto ití is not the right way to 
proceed. It is all very well to redistribute wealth. However, in the eyes of the business 
community it is far better to generate wealth. If the past history of socialism in this 
context is noted such efforts have not been a great success. 
 
The debate is on - who does really represent the black majority? is it the African 
National Congress, who the Pan Africanist Congress claim have betrayed the 
liberation movement by holding these talks. The Black Consciousness Movementís 
Anzapo arm also claim the true mantel of the socialist opposition to the apartheid 
structures epitamised by those whites at the Zambia location. 
 
Thurs 26 
 
In a judicial first the rights of detainees, held under the soe regulations, have been 
protected by a judges ruling. Mr Justice J P Eeksteen of the Eastern Cape Supreme 
Court has stopped such actions by police assaulting detainees in two named prisons 
and all other detainees held in two other defined districts. 
 
The legal injunction has been granted after listening to evidence provided by district 
surgeon Doctor Wendy Orr. Affected locations are two prisons in Port Elizabeth, St 
Albans and North End and the whole of the magistrates district of Utinenge. It will be 
noted that 8 years ago it was from this area that Steve Biko of the Black 
Consciousness Movement was delivered, in a bruised and battered form, to a police 
station in Johannesburg more dead than alive. 



Commenting on the ruling, Professor J Duggard director of the Centre of applied 
Legal Studies, noted that such rulings had been granted in the past on an individual 
basis. To grant such an order for the 40 + and any future detainees is what is most 
significant. It is an indication that the troubles in this region are of a serious nature. 
 
In total Dr Orrís evidence was based on the study of hospital admission cards of 
people who complained of assault while in prison. During the period of 22/7 - 26/9 
there were 286 admission cards written. Of this number, deemed to be high, 150 of 
these injuries could have only occurred lawfully. Typical injuries perforated ear 
drums, lashes on unusual parts of the body and one case of bruising of a mans 
genitals. 
 
This landmark ruling comes only days after an academic study into detention and 
torture of prisoners.Published by the Institute of Criminology of the University of 
Cape Town. After interviews with 176 detainees Doctor Foster and Ms Sandler found 
that four out of five detainees complained of physical torture. The whole bunch also 
claimed that they had been psychologically abused as well as being tortured. 
 
Police in Pretoria claim they have stopped a campaign of bombing, by a liberation 
movement, in Pretoria. During a raid a catche of explosives, wiring diagrams and a 
target list - which was not released - were found.  Also discovered were a stop watch 
and a limpet mine which they claimed came from Botswana. 
 
Talks, in this same city, have begun with the government of Botswana after a cross 
border raid (qv 14/6) by members of the South African military. It would seem that 
the Gaborone delegation, led by the minister of external affairs G Chiepe along with 
police commissioner, S Hercheld and the acting chief of the BDF, Brigadier I Khama 
failed in their attempt to persuade R F Botha the minister of external affairs that 
compensation should be paid by the apartheid state. 
 
Such a claim was backed, by a unanimous motion for ìfull and adequate compensation 
by South Africa to Botswana for damage to life and property resulting from the raidî 
by the UNís Security Council. This was rejected by Pretoria as the raid was, by its 
very nature, legitimate in attacking an ANC base before a cross border incursion was 
made. 
 
Not happy, with outcome of talks on compensation between external ministers of 
neighbouring countries Botswanaís foreign minister has stepped up diplomatic chain 
and demanded to see her counterpart Pik Botha. Township violence in the Eastern 
Cape erupts to such a rate that police cordon off Guguletu, Langa and Nyanga. 
 
Leader Comment Coming late to sanctions as Britain ìclambers aboard the sanctions 
bandwagon before it is rolled out of reach of the last of the stragglers.î Even as 
London recalls two defence attaches from Pretoria ìthe London move means that the 
Community is now marching in step on one of the world issues of the day.î 
 
Others will say the prime minister Thatcher has made a U turn, not correct says the 
foreign office it was only an attempt to ëreserve Britains position in the European 
Councilí and has ìnow made up its mind. ........ even then there is room for manoeuvre 
between the unsupported denunciations of the past and the mandatory sanctions of the 



government still opposes. ...If there is one issue over which there is not worth a row 
with the Community, the Commonwealth and general world opinion, it must be 
apartheid.î 
 
Fri 27 
 
Angry Conservative members of parliament, led by Ann Winterton who represents 
Congleton spoke out about the ìabout turnî labelling the decision ìcrazy and craven,î 
as an announcement on the decision was made by foreign secretary Howe on 25/9. 
Detailing the measures - the recall of military attaches, curbs on links and a ban on the 
export of sensitive equipment to the police and army - he told the UN these measures 
would strengthen the forces for change within the apartheid state. 
 
The president of the Anti Apartheid Movement, Archbishop T Huddleston wanted 
clarification. Would the military attecheís from Pretoriaís embassy in London be sent 
home? How would the work of the British Council be affected, would in not now fund 
scientific trips to this part of the continent? 
 
As the foreign minister and the president of Tanzania meet in Ottwa President Nyerere 
praises Canadian efforts to encourage Commonwealth member states to put in place 
sanctions ahead of the heads of government meeting in the near future. On the African 
presidents four part íwish listíwere - reaffirm the Gleneagles Agreement of 1977 that 
covered sporting links, ban the sale of Kruggerands : agricultural products and the 
cutting of air links with the apartheid state. These would send a ìpowerful signal to 
Pretoriaî without hurting the British economy. There was no support for sanctions 
through the United nations 
 
Austria announces a ban on importing gold coins : state investment in and sporting 
links with South Africa. 
 
As the findings of Dr Wendy Orr  assisted Mr Justice Eeksteen (qv 26/9) order 
changes to the treatment of soe detainees, now names of persons who have died in 
detention are emerging. At one time, in the not too distant past, the deaths of G 
Thembalake aged 15 died 12/8, M Mbotya 22/9 would have gone unreported. 
 
All were from the Ginsburg township, also the home of the late Steve Biko, and 
members of the King Williamís Town Youth League an affiliate of the UDF. From a 
police station a suffering Mbotya was taken to Greyís Hospital in KWT then to East 
Londonís Grey Hospital. According to family lawyer, D van Heerden, at this location 
the patient was dumped outside and left. 
 
The United Nations agreed terminology from 1973, for the forces fighting the ruling 
Pretoria administration Namibia, Swapo as ësole representative of the Namibian 
peopleí is not to the liking of the present American administration. Such is the 
concern that on the eve of a human rights conference to deal with this issue in the 
territory and South Africa Washingtonís Jean Kirkpatrick will be in London where 
rather than ësole representativeí Swapo will be deemed a terrorist organisation rather 
than freedom fighter. 
 



Concerns are mounting over the future of the ëwhistle blowerí district surgeon. It is 
feared, by lawyer H Cheadles, that  Doctor Orr may be suspended or sacked for 
bringing the evidence to light that stopped prisoner abuse to 44 + detainees. 
 
People W Orr aged 25 and now restricted to answering the telephone as she awaits the 
call to meet with senior officials in the district surgeons office of the Port Elizabeth 
Hospital. Graduated from the medical school of Cape Town University, where noted 
anti apartheid campaigner, Professor Frances Ames was one of her tutors. Named in 
her first year as the countries top science student and on completion a job in Port 
Elizabeth was chosen so that she could be near her father a church minister. 
 
Sat 28 
 
Arriving in London, from his recent visit to the United States, president Machel of 
Mozambique has joined the clamour for the imposition of economic sanctions against 
the regime in Pretoria. Here to see prime minister Thatcher the east African leader 
learnt from her he belief that economic sanctions would place an untold burden on the 
countries black majority population and there was little chance of P W Botha 
introducing political reforms that would benefit the 20 million strong ethnic group. 
 
One benefit of the trip was an offer of £2.3m in cash and food aid in addition to 
Britainís ongoing food aid programme. 
 
The revelations, by district surgeon Wendy Orr (qv 27/9), will - in the words of Helen 
Suzman MP - ìblaze the way for those who have been dead silent for fear of losing 
there jobsî following the ill treatment claims of prisoners admitted to hospital in the 
Port Elizabeth district. 
 
With the legal world now well aware of inconsistencies more attention to these 
complaints are being taken at the highest level. The Natal supreme court has ordered 
the release of four persons held under section 24 of the  Internal Security Act - P 
Kearny the director of the religious organisation Diakonia and three persons opposed 
to conscription into the military - all because the police evidence was not clear why 
the four were being held by the police. 
 
According to J Duggard director centre for Applied Legal Studies it would seem that, 
specifically in the case of the judiciary in the Natal region, that the legal system is 
trying to show that it is independent. Even more importantly the move shows that the 
state and the law are separate systems and one does not rule the other. The question 
could be asked why are other branches of the legal system, the Transvaal branch, not 
asserting their independence? 
 
Bishop Tu Tu has begun a 24 hour hunger strike to protest at the use of soldiers 
against rioters in the black townships. Coincidentally these self same troops have 
started a twenty one day project in Tembisia township near Johannesburg to build 
sports fields and upgrade the road system. 
 
Ten years on, from when Angola received its independence from Portugal the country 
is on the brink of its Second Party Convention of the ruling MPLA. During its short 
life the west African country has faced invasion from South Africa in 1976. 1981, 



1983 and twice in 1985. The Luanda government has had to work around the $10bn + 
costs of the destruction caused by Pretoria and rebel Unita forces. The countries small 
population, 8m, has further been decreased by an unknown number of war dead and 
approximately 500, 000 people have been uprooted from their homes and become 
displaced persons. 
 
Export revenue : 90% comes from 11.2m tons of oil with a value of $2bn. There is an 
external debt $2.8bn 
 
Sun 29 
 
While president Machel was out of the country rebels opposed to his ruling Frelimo 
government have claimed a number of military successes. As an indication of how 
close to the seat of government the rebel MNR forces claim to be  the destruction of a 
munitions factory 
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the outskirts of Maputo give a measure of their ability to strike at the heart of the 
enemy.  During the attack many of the buildings were destroyed and over 100 
casualties were reported. The joint Mozambique /Zimbabwe military are not without 
their successes, note the recent capture of a main MNR headquarters in the Gorongoza 
national park and the 7, 500 rebels within and around in the training camps hidden in 
the park. 
 
On the other side of the African continent the Angolan government has claimed 
military gains against the Unita rebels led by Jonas Savimbi. With the aid of its Cuban 
/Soviet allies loyal  forces have forced the rebel Unita force to evacuate their Jamba 
headquarters in the Central Highlands. Also killed were 1, 300 rebels and much 
territory recaptured. Battle victory was assured as Soviet tanks, T34.T55 and T62ís 
were deployed in a two pronged attack and supported by Mig 24ís helicopter gun 
ships. 
 
The position of the Angolon forces is stopped in the town of Mavinga which is 15 
miles north west of the empty headquarters as the rebels have drifted away into the 
forest. As the rainy season has begun it is hoped that the joint advance on Jamba will 
be bogged down as the assault force rely on machine as well as man for their military 
gains. More likely fighting will end until the dry season comes. 
 
The continuing military campaign of the rebel Unita forces has a great bearing on 
events in the Pretoria administered territory of Namibia.  With its fighting in the south 
east of the country Savimbiís forces are indirectly acting as a ëbuffer forceí in 
preventing the Swapo military forces crossing into Namibia from Angola, and 
attacking the South African forces. 
 
After the 45 day joint military fighting in Angolaís south eastern corner as well as the 
1300 Unita rebels killed 45 have been captured. A greater involvement by the 
Gorbachev led Soviet Union in the affairs of the conflict in Angola is seen as the root 



of the new military wins. Past Russian leaders seemed happy to leave the fighting to 
their surrogate Cuban fighters. With a new man at the helm, and an increase in the 
modern weapons of war, a change in fortune for all sides is in the offing. 
 
Such a change has concentrated the minds of both Pretoria and Washington as a joint 
meeting of diplomats discusses the conflict in the American capital. President Regan 
has issued warnings to his Soviet counterpart over the threat to international peace 
their involvement in the dispute is causing. 
 
Evidence of South Africaís ëmaterial, moral and humanitaria˝ˇˇˇ  
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alleged presence of members of Battalion 32 inside the country. An elite force, made 
up of former Portuguese black soldiers who fled the troubled country in 1976 after the 
collapse of the FNLA government of Holden Roberto the first leader of an 
independent Angola. Out of Angola the force was trained in the Capavari Strip, a 
finger of Namibia that borders on Angola Zambia and Botswana. This 2, 000 strong 
force was formed to act as a back up force to Pretoriaís forces 
 
Mon 30 
 
At an Inkatha rally, to commemorate the great Zulu monarch Shaka in Umlazi 
township, the Inkatha leader made disparaging remarks about the leadership of the 
ANC and the UDF. Calling into question the right of the exiled O Tambo to ëbe in a 
safe placeí and ask school children to plant bombs in the homeland. Such was the 
crowd hyped up that some attacked neighbouring black township of Lamontsville and 
killed four residents. 
 
Also on the platform was the present Zulu monarch, Goodwill Zwelithini, referred to 
the United Democratic Front as a ëhyenaí and made further nasty remarks about 
Coloureds and white activists for encouraging destruction of the classrooms of the 
black school children and at the same time leave their own alone. 
 
The Lamontsville was attack was the second within seven days. The first saw Zulu 
warriors confront members of the young of the UDF. On this occasion there three 
deaths from stab wounds and one dousing with petrol which ended in a fourth death. 



 
 
Tues 1 
 
The members Natal supreme court has followed its Eastern Cape fellow 
judges and acted in a similar manor and making the once interim 
injunction that forced the police to stop the torture of detainees (qv). 
Justice Miln ruled UDF leader Bill Nair had been assaulted by two police 
unjustly and had been granted a legal ruling stopping such attacks on him 
and, more importantly, all other detainees that the police hold - or will 
hold - in the future. 
 
Eastern Cape township trouble Queenstown saw police note three charred 
body after they had set alight during violent disturbances. Lamontsville, 
near Durban also more deaths and a bomb exploded during a hotel disco in 
the Umlazi township in which 30 children were injured. More likely the 
limpet mine attack was focussed on an Inkatha gathering. 
 
Wed 2 
 
Under diplomatic privilege Klass de Jonge (qv 179/7) still remains inside 
the former Dutch embassy in Johannesburg. Charged by the police over his 
association with the ANC the academic slipped away from his police guards 
and entered the building only for most of the officials, except for the 
economic and political sections, to decamp to a more modern building 
weeks later. 
 
So determined is Pretoria to get their man that moves are afoot to revoke 
the diplomatic status of the fugitives hiding place by 8/10  which would 
leave the way clear for police to enter and seize de Jonge.  Such a 
scenario was dismissed by first secretary, Jacobus van der Veldren with 
the belief that the building would retain its status until a solution was 
found through negotiations. 
 
Rather than announce any further reforms to the apartheid legislation, as 
he has done in Natal and the Transvaal,  president Botha concentrated on 
other issues when speaking at the Cape congress of the National Party. 
 
With the battle, between the forces of Angola - assisted by Soviet 
advisers - raging against Unita rebel forces raging across the border the 
right wing rebels were in a military no win situation, it was only right 
that South African forces joined the battle to ensure that Soviet 
influence did not gain an even stronger foothold on the continent than it 
already had. 
 
In the presidents words “If the Russians and Cubans succeed [in Angola] 
the next target will be Namibia. If they succeed there next target will 
be Botswana, When they succeed there, their next target will be the 
Republic of South Africa.” 
 
From information revealed in Maputo, by security minister S Viera, that 
Pretoria had never intended that the Nkomat Accord would be honoured by 
the authorities in Pretoria. This bold statement was made after the 
minister had studied the diary of a captured MNR rebel. First noted for 
diary notations of radio communications (qv 22/9) these new revelations 
show that contact had made even before the 1984 signing in the border 
town of Nkomati. 
 



Two months, 23/2,  before P W Botha and Samora Machel signed the Accord 
the MNR leader Alfonso Dklama met with a general in the military 
intelligence where he declared ‘we soldiers will continue to give support 
without the consent of our politicians in massive numbers so that we win 
the war.’ There is a notation that directly links Pretoria’s minister of 
defence, General Malan, in these underhand dealings. As MI train two 
rebels in the use of secret use of radio communications diary references 
note “the general will ensure resupply even after the agreement by South 
Africa with the communist Machel, especially ammunition and radio 
transmitters.” 
 
At no time would the authorities in Mozambique themselves undo the work 
of the Accord. Rather they would stick to the agreement and make use of 
the slip shod attitude of Pretoria to the agreement by appealing to the 
western nations, especially Britain and the USA, to lever the apartheid 
state towards a more amenable attitude when confronting the political 
aspirations of the non whites inside and outside the country. 
 
Following the recent worries about the health of the jailed ANC leader, 
Nelson Mandela, the authorities now say that the sixty seven year old is 
now in a Cape Town hospital. After more tests it is likely that his 
enlarged prostrate gland and a number of small cysts on his kidneys will 
be removed. 
 
Police saw trouble in the Cape townships where one mad was shot dead.  
School students, in the province, continued the classroom boycott even as 
the schools opened after the enforced closure of 9/85. All grades of 
education persons, from children to their teachers, attended a 4, 000 
strong rally at the Coloured University of the Western Cape. For their 
troubles they were fired on by police with shot guns and tear gas for 
their troubles. 
 
With the presidents speech to the National Party’ Cape Congress dominated 
by military matters constitutional reform took second place. The offer to 
allow members of the black population to join the Presidents Council was 
not well received by any of the persons who could be said to be the ones 
president Botha would hope to invite to become a member.   
 
One such, Chief Buthelezi chief minister in KwaZulu Natal, said that as 
the council was born out of the tri carnal parliament it would be out of 
favour with this ethnic group because the three chamber parliamentary 
system also excluded members of the black population. Other strong views 
of opposition came from M Morobe, publicity secretary of the UDF when he 
said “ Botha’s speech is yet another indication that his government has 
not yet learned the elementary principal of democracy - that is, not to 
prescribe solutions to us without our consent or involvement. 
 
An even more hardline view was given by I Moosa of the Anzanian Peoples 
Organisation when he said “Mouthing of principals such as universal 
franchise and common citizenship will not fuel anybody.” 
 
Leader Comment Mr Botha’s Rubicon from Durban, through the Orange Free 
State, the Transvaal and ending at the Cape “President Botha has come to 
a halt after moving 47 days of moving crab wise” along the river bank of 
reform “which did not attempt to meet the high pitched expectations at 
home and abroad”of National Party Congress support for reform. 
 
During this six weeks + of provincial ‘reform tour’ there has been told 



of many no’es and a few yeses. Firstly there will be no one person one 
vote : “talks with anyone who does not renounce violence : bending to 
international or external pressure : surrender on segregation in schools 
and residential areas.” Secondly “no insistence on separate citizenship 
for the black majority : breaking up of the South African state : 
prescriptive reforms handed down from above : exclusion of Africans from 
the non elective, Presidents Council.” 
These stated intentions of the president are all well and good, as far as 
they go, however they are at this time devoid of any input from the 
Afrikaner community.Who is to say that no good thoughts will come from 
them if serious talks do ever begin?.  However to continue to base 
reforms on ideas alone “while blacks are being humiliated , jailed, 
tortured and shot on the ground - and most white liberals .... are guilty 
of this failing as the government” is fruitless. 
 
“On his record so far those few still waiting for Mr Botha to follow suit 
by acquiring a sense of urgency should not make the mistake of holding 
their breath.” 
 
Thurs 3 
 
As the world the Anglican Church clerics gather in London, for  
preparatory meeting to organise the 1988 Lambeth conference clerical 
elements took time off to press government to act against the apartheid 
state. Within the next 24 hours Bishop Tutu will head a delegation to 
meet with prime minister Thatcher. 
 
Seen as a leader of  the international community the prime minister will 
be urged to convey the message that the world must intervene in the 
country as conditions within are on a knife edge. Peoples lives are at 
stake if conditions are not improved within a very short time. 
 
Delegation leader, Tutu, was another ‘notable’ not in favour of the 
recent announcement about allowing blacks onto the presidents council - 
“its a talk shop. It does nothing that the President doesn’t want it to 
do.” 
 
During the press conference the subject of sanctions and the harm they 
would do to the majority population the Bishop said to the argument that 
sanctions hurt blacks “when did you become so altruistic? Over the years 
you have benefited from black labour. How come you talk not of present 
black suffering but of possible future suffering? ” It was also thought 
that the British people, like some western nations, like change as long 
as it stayed the same. 
 
On the third day of the National Party Congress, in Port Elizabeth, there 
was much argument as to the apartheid policy of compulsory registration 
of ethenticity was necessary. Proposed, by the mentor of the 800m 
distance athlete Zola Budd, was its ending. The wealthy Afrikaner farmer 
and friend of prime minister Thatcher, Jannie Momberg told the delegates 
that such a move would show the international community that Pretoria was 
“removing apartheid.” 
 
Declining such an notion president Botha declared that whites had the 
right to live where and how they choose and educate their children away 
from the black or coloured children. Giving examples of other countries, 
USA and Brixton London, he noted that non whites moved in other residents 
moved out. 



 
The only two coloured magistrates left working in the countries legal 
system have resigned  Citing their religious convictions would not allow 
them to preside over political trials during the present unrest. 
 
Fri 4 
 
Australian prime minister Bob Hawke is the latest Commonwealth leader to 
show concern, that as a force in the international community, Britain’s 
former colonies are not firm enough in their resolve to put pressure on 
the regime in Pretoria. Britain must not be allowed to hold up the call 
for change any longer. To this end, and in an effort to stop the 
Commonwealth splitting up over the issue of imposing meaningful sanction, 
Hawke called for Thatcher to abandon her stance and agree to more that 
the ‘moderate’ measures Britain has already agreed to. 
 
Returned home are the delegates of the British Council of Churches who 
have spent ten days touring the apartheid state. It is their belief that 
a new phase of the struggle to oust the minority white government has 
begun.  Many of the delegates, M Nevile, the director of the Catholic 
Institute for International Relations. M Cornell chair of the C of E’s 
international committee, Leon Murry vice president of the Methodist 
Church and G Priestland of the Society of Friends came away with various 
thoughts. Uppermost was the thought that the coming struggle would be the 
end game struggle when the policy of apartheid was consigned to history. 
 
The ‘invited guest’ at the Labour Party Conference in Bournemouth was 
Oliver Tambo and he was given a rousing welcome by party delegates. The 
main thrust of the exiled leader of the African National Congress’s 
speech was that government ministers were clearly out of touch with the 
thinking of mass of the people. The content of the speech were moderate 
in tone and assured his audience, and the government, that any new 
government was committed to one man one vote and the white minority had 
nothing to fear when living with a new regime. 
 
“The masses of the British people can, and must, impose sanctions 
themselves. You have the power to stop all trade with apartheid South 
Africa. We plead with you that you do not worry that we will, as a 
result, have to do without an evening meal. The stomachs of those shot 
down every day are empty already. The belly of those who pull the trigger 
are bulging to the point of obscenity. ..... Stop giving them the 
strength to take people.” 
 
School buildings, - 174 - mainly in the Eastern Cape region, remain empty 
after classroom closures were ordered by the deputy minister of education 
and training, out of a country wide total of 7, 000 high schools. The 
closures were ordered by Sam de Beer as protests mounted over the 
presence of troops in the townships and the suspension of end of year 
exams. 
 
It would seem that schools minister de Beers is to allow student 
councils, however their formation must be to a set of rules put forward 
by his department. Election of representatives must be by secret ballot, 
no undermining of the principals authority, deal with education matters 
only, allow consultations with the education authorities and not 
affiliate to any other student representative council or national 
organisation. Each schools constitution must be approved by the education 
minister’s department. 



 
In the Western Cape the education authorities have employed private 
‘security assistants’ to prevent unauthorised access, by pupils or 
student / teacher organisations, to school premises. It will cost R700 
per assistant which in itself will heighten the tensions within the 
townships. Already a petrol bomb, which failed to ignite, has been thrown 
at a vehicle carrying such persons in the town of Heathfield. Students 
from the town remain solid in their intent not to return to classes until 
a student council is allowed and the guards have gone from the school. 
 
The multi member Co operative Society, with as many as 1, 200 grocery and 
other retail stores in Britain, has announced its intention to sever all 
links with South Africa. The most immediate effect to be felt by the 
consumer will be the ending of fresh fruit - apples pears. For some past 
time imports of tinned goods, wines and sherry have both not been seen in 
these stores. 
 
Also affected, as well as the 800 retail outlets in England and Wales, 
will be the Co operative Wholesale Society which acts as supplier and 
manufacturer to the movement which has promised to eliminate all trade 
links with the Republic. 
 
Sat 5 
 
Evidence of a police shooting, allegedly by members of the South African 
force, are being investigated by their opposite numbers in the Transkei 
homeland. The acts, noted by N Tunzi a resident of the small town of 
Cala, saw B Ndondo escaped from a white van as it travelled past her home 
on 24/9. Once out of the van and running towards her home passengers in 
the van leapt out and gave chase into a yard. Despite screaming for help 
shots were fired, there were eight bullets found in is body at post 
mortem. Despite investigation by homeland police no arrests have been 
made as yet. 
 
A second journalist, photographer B Bisson from France faces deportation 
after allegations that he hindered the work of the police as they policed 
a recent township rally. 
 
soe detention figures 1, 067 are still in police custody and a total of 
3, 760 have been released. 
 
As the diplomatic row, surrounding the sending back to the authorities 
the wanted Klass de Jonge, as an associate of the ANC (qv), has reached 
foreign minister level.  Two Dutch special envoys, among a four man team, 
have flown in for talks with foreign minister Pik Botha at a time when 
the building the fugitive resides in no longer seen as one that is 
covered by diplomatic convention. This means the police could move in at 
any time and take their man. 
 
Public and political pressure has seen the government of Bermuda impose 
sanctions against the apartheid state. All trade with South Africa is 
banned as is the import of the Kruggerand. The existing policy of no 
government money for Pretoria will continue. 
 
The American secretary of state for foreign affairs, G Shultz, appeals to 
South Africa to free Nelson Mandela as the most prominent black 
nationalist prisoner in detention. Such a release would show a 
‘willingness to negotiate’ and a recognition that apartheid is now 



doomed. He was speaking in an interview with the New York Times. 
 
As the Commonwealth heads of government nears ‘notables in the black 
nations dominated movement have reiterated the urgency that sanctions 
should be put in place against Pretoria to prevent a ‘bloodbath’ that 
would engulf the country if such measures are not taken were the words 
spoken by Zambia’s president Kaunda when interviewed by the BBC.  In the 
opinion of Commonwealth secretary general Sir S Ramphal the heads of 
government meeting will put measures in place whatever the London 
attitude to sanctions was. The rest of the Commonwealth saw sanctions as 
a lever that will encourage diplomatic moves by Pretoria. 
 
A planned trade mission, by members of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, could be stopped in its tracks, as the cities Co operative 
society [LCS] threaten measures against the 20 + Leeds based companies 
who intend to take part in such a business trip. With the recently 
announced full scale exodus (qv 4/10) the city arm of the society has a 
turn over of over £30m from 45 grocery outlets in the city. 
 
Sun 6 
 
Grievances put to P W Botha by  white businessmen felt by their black 
counterparts in Craddock with a second going to minister Henius of 
constitutional affairs was a first as the minority were aiding the 
majority population in getting a better deal in the townships. At the 
heart of the troubles is the consumer boycott, of the white stores, by 
township residents as an ongoing protest over various issues. 
 
An international day of prayer has been called by the world’s church 
leaders for 9/10. The call has come from the Pope, Bishop Tutu and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury on the same day as many thousands of Christians 
in the apartheid state have been urged to stay away from work on this day 
and pray for peace in their country. 
 
Deemed a politico - religious action  this day of action is sponsored by 
the National Initiative for Reconciliation an organisation backed by the 
churches, among its demands are troops out of the townships and an end to 
the state of emergency. Open to all races - the majority of whites are 
expected to ignore the call to stay away from work as a mix of politics 
and religion is a worry to them. 
 
Clashes between church and political beliefs are at times blurred as some 
people insist choices must be made. In recent times church buildings, and 
ministers have died as a result of this blurring of thought. East London 
: three churches destroyed in arson attacks and in one the body of a 
Methodist minister, stabbed to death, has been found. 
 
Many of the multiracial churches, Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist and 
Presbyterian support the National Initiative for Reconciliation. These 
churches base their beliefs on Chronicles 7 :14 “If my people .... humble 
themselves .... and turn from their wicked ways then then I will hear 
from heaven and forgive their sin and heal their land.” 
 
This biblical text has been dismissed as too lenient by 150 clergy, where 
120 are black, who have all signed the Kairos document [moment of truth] 
which invoked Acts 5 :29 “Obey God rather than man and Revelations 13 
where the state is described as “a diabolical beast” 
 



Mon 7 
 
As the intensity of the outflow of money from South Africa causes 
concern, even after the recent move of ending the repayment of foreign 
debts, the governor of the Reserve Bank Gerhard de Kock, warned that such 
an outflow of cash will continue for several months yet. The minister 
told the annual meeting of the International Monetary Fund in Seoul that 
the root cause of the countries problems was the inter bank loans of the 
Standard Chartered and Barclays that accounted for $6.5bm out of a total 
debt of $24bn. Further complications, the repayment within the next 12 
months, concerned $14bn was uppermost in his mind. 
 
To this end the special envoy, Dr F Leutweiller, detailed to come to an 
agreement with the 29 main creditor banks has called a 23/10 London 
meeting in an effort to find some way of them getting them to review 
their lines of credit. 
 
Shadowing the IMF’s meeting in South Korea Commonwealth finance ministers 
are meeting, on the Indian Ocean island of the Maldives, where the issue 
of sanctions is high on the agenda. While agreeing that sanctions would 
no doubt cause hardship to the economy of South Africa’s neighbouring 
states. There was a passionate plea in support of these measures from the 
finance minister of Botswana when he said that any hurt sanctions caused 
should not be used as an excuse for imposing sanctions. 
The death of a black policeman, Sergent S Mantshidi based in Soweto, 
brings the fear that such people are deemed fair targets as a statement 
from the ANC : “there is no place in our communities for those who wear 
the uniform of apartheid .... to kill, maim and torture our brothers.” 
 
The second policeman to be killed, within the last 48 hours, the Sergeant 
died as a petrol bomb attack on his home in the township forced him to 
flee the house only to be ‘necklaced’ by his killers. It was possible 
that this was a revenge killing after police shot a child 14 days ago. 
This death took place on the funeral day of the boy. This brings the 
number of black policemen killed since 9/84 to 14 according to Louis le 
Grange and does not include two members of the security forces killed in 
Ciskei during this period. 
 
Whistle blower Doctor Wemdy Orr at the centre of the disclosure of the 
ill treatment and torture of detainees has been banned from working with 
detained persons by the department of health. The Port Elizabeth based 
medic is now working half days caring for elderly patients in care homes. 
 
Dr Orr’s immediate superior Doctor Ivor Lang is once again under 
investigation by the South African Medical and Dental Council over his 
role in this current episode. His investigators, F Ames [Professor] and D 
Y Veriava, are the same two that cause the SAMDC to look into his role 
into the death of S Biko in 1978. 
 
The diplomatic status of the building, embassy grade, that is home to ANC 
fugitive (qv) Klass de Jonge, has not changed despite the talks between 
two Dutch envoys and foreign minister Pik Botha. British Conservative 
MP’s, speaking in Cape Town, have noted that changes to the apartheid 
regulations “are much too slow ” they must be more ‘visible and real if 
the risk of revolution is to be avoided. The six were also of the opinion 
that Nelson Mandela should be released and called for talks between “ the 
leaders of parties and groups”who propose a constitution based on non 
racial policies. 



 
The Bishop of Johannesburg, Desmond Tutu, now back in London to speak on 
Channel 4’s Face the Press spoke of his fears for his country and the 
possibility of an outbreak of violence would put its very existence at 
risk. The bishop called for immediate international sanctions in order 
bring about swift changes. “I am quite certain myself that being, as I 
believe, on the verge of this catastrophe that unless the international 
community does intervene effectively we are for the birds.” 
 
Giving a more broader understanding of his recent meeting with prime 
minister Thatcher the cleric said “If the unrest in South Africa 
continues, then your investments are even more insecure and you might end 
up loosing virtually everything that you have ; whereas if you were to 
assist in the transition from a vicious situation , such as the one we 
have, to a more equitable one, then you are more likely to be able to get 
more prosperity in the long term.” 
 
Leaving out the right wing fringe, the die hard Afrikaner society and 
turning away from the 19th century ways of thinking if a coherent society 
is what is wanted seems to be the way forward in the eyes of the chair of 
Anglo American, Gavin Relly, who recently met with O Tambo and other 
exiled members of the ANC in Zambia. 
 
In his view there are two ways forward. Modify the present system even 
though while it offers a way forward many whites, keen to support reform, 
are left with doubts about the future. Power centres would be located, 
the Zulu nation in Natal or the Homelands, in different parts of the 
nation. This would not be rejected ‘provided it were able to establish a 
balance of power in a free society shared by everyone.’ 
 
To take the view of the African National Congress : taking the above 
would not ensure that all the nations people, black, white, Indian or 
Coloured may serve the economic pie up in different proportions and still 
leave the ultimate goal of universal suffrage out of reach for many 
people. Even at this early stage of negotiations there are common issues 
held by both sides. These were openly apparent in the recent talks in 
Zambia. 
 
We are all South Africans, noted also by PW Botha as he is determined to 
bring national status back to the black majority once deprived of their 
citizenship. Common agreement for the need of a vital and productive 
society. The need to improve the welfare, education and health of those 
members of society who are deprives of such basic rights. Subcontinental 
community of interest which calls for the consolidation of resources to 
our own mutual benefit rather than their diminishment by quarrels and 
fighting. Improvements to living conditions should be made through the 
vote rather through the bomb and the bullet. 
 
Tues 8 
 
The cinema going non white population will from this date now have more 
picture houses to choose from as the government desegregates ‘specified 
cinemas in the central business districts of four large cities and all 
drive through movie houses’. In effect there will now be 160, up from 25,  
venues that all races will now be able to use. 
 
The move came at the behest of two cinema companies, UPI Warner and Ster 
Kinekor to allow viewing in Johannesburg, Cape Town, Maritsburg and the 



seaside town of Durban.  Noted absentee cities were Bloomfontein or 
Pretoria which are seen as towns with a strong Afrikaner population. 
 
While the above notes that the Group Areas Act is still in operation, 
although with some tweaking here and there, a rally of the Coloured 
Labour Party, heard a more bitter condemnation of its existence. Party 
leader, the Reverend A Hendrickse spoke out against the continued 
restriction of non whites not having the freedom to live where they 
wanted. “The Labour Party believes in freedom of association ... people 
should be free to move freely and to live where they choose. If there is 
a section of the South African society that should feel bitter, it is the 
Coloureds, because they have been repeatedly uprooted by the Group Areas 
Act. 
 
Rumours that the hospitalised leader of the ANC, Nelson Mandela, has 
cancer has been denied by the government. As stated before the 767 year 
old has an enlarged prostate gland which could be removed after more 
tests have been carried out. 
 
Six days in Britain, for Bishop Tutu, has culminated in his belief that 
both Thatcher and American president Regan both believe that sanctions 
are not needed as the lives of the 20m blacks who are South Africans are 
expendable. Speaking to members of the Royal Commonwealth Society the 
cleric said “IT’s rather to my surprise that some of the young listen to 
me in my country, now, because so many are saying the only way to achieve 
freedom is the use of force. They are singing what they call the 
liberation song - Give us an AK 47.” 
 
Letter  [1] P Stephenson Chairman Bristol West Indian Parents 
and Friends Assoc 12 Downs Park East Westbury Road Bristol Living among 
the deprived black populations of Britain’s cities of Birmingham and 
London and comparing this struggle with that of the similarly deprives, 
this time by the works of the state, one wonders when British apartheid 
will be ended. The writer can see ‘at the turn of the century apartheid 
in South Africa will be consigned to the rubbish bin of history.’ The 
question is still open can the same be said for the apartheid in Britain 
? 
 
Wed 9 
 
With 24 hours to go before the National Day of Prayer, inspired by Bishop 
Tutu (qv 6/10), a number of black politicians and trade unions have 
declined to express a view as to whether employees should stay away from 
work as a show of solidarity with the clerics call. However positive 
responses for a day of prayer, reconciliation and “justice and equality 
for all ” has been answered by 400 church leaders of all races and 48 
denominations. 
 
Lesotho security officials have detained an armed South African trained 
terrorist in the kingdom’s capital Maseru. Also a suburb of the city was 
shelled from across the border which resulted in a protest being lodged 
with the authorities in Pretoria. 
 
The rebel movement Unita, fighting with South African troops 170 miles 
north of Angolas border with Namibia have shown off soldiers bodies amid 
the wreckage of much Soviet made weapons of war. Since 15/8, according to 
Jonas Savimbi, 410 rebels have been killed and 832 wounded. In contrast, 
claims the rebel leader, 2,000 members of the Angolon army have died. 



This includes the death of 9 Russians and 32 Cubans and the loss of 22 
aircraft and many vehicles. The only prisoner on show was a Russian 
trained Angolan pilot of a Mig 21 jet fighter. Aged 22 the pilot told how 
he have flown 45 missions which included 25 bombing raids over the town 
of Mavinga. 
 
Once again the United Nations Security Council have called to task the 
Pretoria government because of its latest military excursion into Angola. 
In a unanimously supported motion members condemned ‘its latest 
premeditated and unprovoked aggression’ and demanded that it 
unconditionally withdraw all forces from the country. 
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Speaking in Australia the chairman of Anglo American Gavin  Relly, one 
who has had direct talks with the exiled ANC, claims that the recent 
announcements of P W Botha have been misrepresented by the outside world. 
The totality of what the president has proposed, in the way that 
apartheid politics will move forward was in fact a “dramatic move ... but 
it has been badly presented. ” In essence the public relations could have 
been better managed. 
 
As to his own talks with Oliver Tambo, et al, he thought that the 
liberation movement took a much to simplistic attitude that the majority 
population were all the same. To his way of thinking the black population 
was made up of many groups which did not want to be ‘swamped’ by simple 
universal suffrage. 
 
There was plenty of support, for the clerical/political Day of Prayer 
called for Bishop Tutu (qv) in the number of people who attended church 
services. The support for a one day ‘stay away’ from work was not so 
enthusiastic. There were protests from those opposed to such a Day. In 
the Anglican Cathedral in Johannesburg a service was disrupted as police 
evacuated the building to search for a bomb. No device was found. 
 
Radio Freedom, beamed into the apartheid state from outside its borders, 
the voice of the African National Congress has called on its followers to 
intensify the internal struggle. It urges the stealing of weapons from 
employers. This new strategy was formulated after a meeting, in which 
members of the liberation movement played a prominent part, in Ethiopia’s 
capital seven days ago. 
 
Since the meeting in the Ethiopian capital O Tambo, in an interview with 
Newsweek magazine, has elaborated on a detail from the recent, 6/85 
strategy meeting in the Zambian town of Kabwe, in which the taking of 
lives of civilians was of no concern as the liberation movement went 
about its armed struggle. “We are not going to kill school children. 
That’s their morality.They shoot children who throw stones  ... from now 
on whether civilians are likely to die will not be a consideration [in 
ANC attacks]. We have held off in the past , but it has done nothing to 
save our peoples lives.” 



 
The countries second largest trading partner, Japan an important supplier 
of computer equipment, is the latest country to impose sanctions against 
Pretoria. Also the import of Kruggerands is to be stopped. The sale of 
the Hitachi computer infrastructure, used mainly by the police and army 
comes through European dealers based in West Germany, has seen the firm 
pledge to end the trade. 
 
Country to country trade was only $640m in 1970. By 1984 this had risen 
to $3, 451m. According to a recent report of the Japanese South Africa 
Parliamentarians Federation, launched within the last 12 months with 47 
members, for the western nations to loose a source of raw materials 
sourced in South Africa, it would be catastrophic. 
 
Sat 12 
 
Figures from the Detained Parents Support Committee claim that the police 
and security forces have arrested, or detained without charge more than 
8, 000 persons to date in 1985‚ ýÿÿÿƒ „ … † ‡ ˆ ‰ Š ‹ Œ � Ž � � ‘ ’ “ ” • 
– — ˜ ™ š › œ � ž Ÿ   ¡ ¢ £ ¤ ¥ ¦ § ¨ © ª « ¬  ® ¯ ° ± ² ³ ´ µ ¶ · ¸ ¹ º 
» ¼ ½ ¾ ¿ À Á Â Ã Ä Å Æ Ç È É Ê Ë Ì Í Î Ï Ð Ñ Ò Ó Ô Õ Ö × Ø Ù Ú Û Ü Ý Þ ß 
à á â ã ä å æ ç è é ê ë ì í î ï ð ñ ò ó ô õ ö ÷ ø ù ú û ý ÿÿÿÿþ ÿ . In 
contrast police figures show that since the soe was introduced on 21/7, 
in 36 magistratal districts, 4,960, anti apartheid activists have been 
held. Of this number 1, 006 were still in detention as of 11/10. 
 
Since 1/85, according to the DPSC, 1, 168 have - being held under 
‘indefinite detention’ regulations and of 30/9 441 are still in custody. 
Non emergency detentions, for 1 - 9/85 have already topped the total 
number that were seized in 1960 at the time of the Sharpville massacre. 
By the end of that year 11, 000 people had been detained. With just three 
months to the end of 1985 the Committee expects the soe detentions to be 
higher than this. 
 
Letters  [1] D Willers South African Foundation London S W 1 
while logic suggests that the aspirations of members of a society cannot 
be met when lack of hope is mixed with poor living conditions even if 
they have or do not have political rights. This is the scenario in both 
inner city London and townships in South Africa. What makes  the 
difference is a governments willingness to spend money on an areas 
infrastructure which through the Urban Foundation of South Africa. 
 
  [2] N Lowe University of Melborne Victoria Australia 
the London governments treatment of its own impoverished masses who live 
in ‘hideous slums’ should be  pointer to its attitude of the suffering 
majority in South Africa. To support sanctions, which in the end, would 
bring about better living conditions for the blacks would show up the 
real attitude of the government to its non white nationals. 
  [3]   Louis Nel South African Embassy the minister 
would have us believe that when an economy expands the pace of peace full 
change increases as the majority population is drawn into the mainstream 
of society. Sanctions would break this chain of events. 
 
Nearly two thirds of white South Africans believe that black majority 
rule will never be achieved there , according to an opinion poll 
published in Johannesburg. 
 
Sun 13 



 
Questions are being asked as to who really was behind the battle outside 
the town of Mavinga in Angola (qv 9/10). A different account was being 
told to a Portuguese journalist who was outside the influence of the 
Unita hosts. The Angolon military commanders said the damage was caused 
by six air raids mounted by the apartheid states air force during the 
period 28/9 - 3/10. Although these dates match up with the timings given 
by Savimbi, both the Unita leader and the South Africans deny any 
involvement by the Pretoria loyal military. 
 
Named, Francisco Matamba aged 22,  was the Russian speaking Angolan 
national pilot shown to be captured (qv 9/10). He fell into rebel hands 
on 3/10, after his plane was hit by rebel anti aircraft fire. According 
to the pilot there were no South African planes in the vicinity nor had 
he seen any during his 45 combat missions. 
 
Lusaka was the venue for talks between the leader of the Progressive 
Federal Party, Dr van Zyl Slabbert. and members of the exiled ANC. 
 
On the eve of the Commonwealth heads of government meeting one who has 
suffered at the hands of sanctions, as a former prime minister of a rebel 
administration in Rhodesia, gives a warning to the West of the 
consequences of such actions. 
 
Chief among the concerns of Ian Smith now an member of the Zimbabwe 
parliament, are the effect that sanctions will have of South Africa’s 
neighbouring countries. The double standards such actions would be guilty 
of practising. The former premier also believes that a wrong assessment 
of the cause of the problem and their effects has been made. 
 
The main worry is seen to be, by him alone, that the Russians are behind 
the destabilisation of the whole region as a way of dominating world 
trade. 
 
Seen by the rest of the Commonwealth leaders the coming meeting in the 
West Indies will be a trial. In the dock will be prime minister Thatcher. 
The charge : not wanting the Commonwealth to put sanctions in place 
against Pretoria. The prosecution will be led by prime minister Hawke. 
The judges : Mugabe, Lange and Gandhi. The verdict, already determined, 
guilty. 
 
Mon 14 
 
Making the release of Nelson Mandela an official policy of the 
Progressive Federal Party seems to have been the outcome of the 13/10 
talks between Party leader Frederick van Slabbert and members of the 
exiled ANC in Lusaka. In his talks with liberation movements secretary 
general, Alfred Nzo, there were also signs of differences with the PFP on 
the issue of the armed struggle and its intensity. Also there was no 
support of the idea of a national convention, from the African National 
Congress, until all political prisoners are freed from jail, all 
restrictions on political movements are lifted and are allowed to 
function in a normal manor. 
Leader Comment Why Britain must do more to help abolish apartheid “to 
face a rough ride over an issue which never should have been allowed to 
rise.” Faced with the Commonwealth Conference, within the next 72 hours, 
Britain will be go to the summit “determined to go no further than it has 
already has, and that with ill grace, down the road of tangible measures 



to put pressure on Pretoria ....” Along with sincere condemnation of 
apartheid, which in effect is “cheap because it costs nothing at all.” 
 
Britains main problems, as determined by prime minister Thatcher, is the 
safeguarding of our investments and not suffering, in the international 
relationship field, for being deemed the friend of the pariah state 
attached to being labelled as Pretoria’s last friend. London takes the 
stance that sanctions do not work, failed in Rhodesia and then Ethiopia, 
and anyway our stance is a moral one. As oil, weapons and high technology 
is barred from the country. 
 
“Enlightened self interest decrees that the best way of limiting damage 
to our investments is to use every lever at our disposal to press for 
justice for the African majority ..... This is the only way our 
embarrassment of our holdings in apartheid can be turned into a force for 
good ....It is risky but less so than ..... simply being forever 
identified with the wrong side ....” 
 
Campaigning Graca Machel, the wife of the president of Mozambique, and 
the Education minister begins a campaign to boost the independence of 
womanhood. Her first task is to improve the countries rate of illiteracy 
which at one time, upon independence, stood at 93%. With this 
responsibility to improve the literacy rate is added the need to train 
qualified people for different needs of social and economic development 
and to build a new mentality as the country begins to grow. 
 
Tues 15 
 
On the eve of the Commonwealth Conference, attended by 49 nations, the 
attitude towards Britain over sanctions will not be one of judgement. 
Rather it will be to cajole prime minister Thatcher into changing her 
mind over the issue. The movements secretary general, S Ramphal, will 
appeal to her better nature that she has a historic opportunity to 
register her abhorrence of apartheid.and signal, to Pretoria, the time is 
right for a multi racial democratic government there. 
 
The secretary general was speaking to a pre summit gathering of the 
Commonwealth press also made note of the concerns that riding on the 
outcome of this meeting, if the tales of a breakup of the Commonwealth 
are to be believed, are the thoughts of the monarch. Queen Elizabeth will 
open the Nassau meeting where her thoughts on this issue may be revealed. 
 
Throughout Sir Shridath’s speech there was no direct naming of the 
British premier, however all attending, would not have failed to 
understand who his words were directed at. Mention was made of the role 
that London played in ending the slave trade of 150 years ago. It was 
likened to the present struggle to end apartheid. They were both deemed 
“a system of human degradation that is as vile a stain on our 
civilisation as slavery.” 
 
The Transkei funeral of B Ndondo (qv 5/10) a student leader recently 
killed by those who were thought to be police, saw the coffin carriers 
detained by homeland police. The whole town of Cala was flush with 
police. Their main aim seemed to prevent a large number of mourners and 
members of the press getting to the grave side. 
 
The dead man was a former vice president of the University of the 
Transkei and a member of the Ntsebeza family, a family well versed in 



opposition to the rule of Mantazuma brothers.  Already two cousins of the 
dead man, Lungisile and Dumisa Ntebeza have been arrested after the 
murder. A white cleric, the Reverend E Raddock conducted the funeral once 
new pall bearers had been found. No black members of the cloth, after 
fears of state intimidation, would officiate at the cemetery. 
 
Homeland Council of Churches records, where a soe has been in place since 
1980, show that police have detained 800 persons in 9/85. 
 
It is noted that the fifth white person to die in the present troubles, 
Corporal J Schoeman, met hie end in a township near Port Elizabeth. The 
dead man, aged 19, met his death in Kwazekhele township being one to the 
townships that troops had entered in order to quell disturbances. 
 
There will be too many assumptions at this Commonwealth Conference, if it 
follows the pattern of previous ones. The last on, in Delhi, dealt with a 
perceived nuclear threat and the outcome was much burning of midnight oil 
to produce statements from which nothing much in India was achieved. This 
time round, the writer feels with the main topic being South Africa and 
sanctions, a similar outcome will prevail. 
 
“Sanctions are only a twist in the tail of the hurricane. The damage this 
can do to the British economy is being done already. The danger in 
prospect for those who resist the moral imperatives of the international 
community is great. It seems a quite unnecessary danger to court, even in 
so empty a forum as the Commonwealth Conference. 
 
Wed 16 
 
As the Commonwealth Conference begins names are being considered for a 
small group of ‘notables’ to act as a catalyst for dialogue between 
persons inside the country who are of the same mind set - wanting a 
peaceful change of regime - in South Africa. 
 
This initiative was at the behest of the Bob Hawke Australian prime 
minister who saw along with the soon to retire J Nyerere who is president 
of Tanzania the need for such a team. Also considered for a place 
Canada’s prime minister Trudeau and Singapore’s Le Kwan Yew. They would 
be led by former president of Australia Robert Frazer. These three would 
only visit, once an alternative policy of economic sanctions had been 
agreed to the country. 
 
Poet Benjamin Moloise, sentenced to hang for the killing of a policeman 
in 1982, has ben been refused the possibility of the alternative of a 
life term after the president turned down his appeal. The condemned man’s 
appeal for clemency was made on the grounds him being in fear of his life 
from the ANC if he did not carry out this killing. World wide calls, 
including those from Britain and the UN’s security council also failed to 
change Botha’s mind. 
 
The tally of judicial hangings, in 1984, was 115 of these 88 were black 
24 Coloured 2 white and 1 Indian. 
 
Police, hiding in a government lorry as it drove through a crowd of stone 
throwing youths on the streets of a township near Cape Town, killed three 
of their attackers as they emerged from their hiding places. 
 
Investigations into the death of a 13 year old boy in Atteridgeville, a 



township outside Pretoria, have suspended a white policeman. It is said, 
by witnesses, that M Mope had been kicked in the head by four whites 
persons on his way to church and then died in hospital four days later. 
 
A United Nations special conference, which began hearings in New York in 
9/85, has produced a report on fighting the apartheid regime. The head of 
the committee M Frazer, a former Australian prime minister, has called on 
international companies who manufacture goods used by the police and army 
to stop selling to Pretoria. It also recommends, in a round about way, 
that these same companies should encourage the breaking of the countries 
race laws and encourage acts of civil disobedience. 
 
Evidence was taken from executives of the Federated Chamber of Industries 
and its Afrikaner opposite number, the Afrikaanse Handelsinstituut. Panel 
member Dame Judith Hart noted that those who gave evidence were not 
‘hostile but thoughtful and concerned.’ The British peer was more 
disappointed  that only 12, of the possible 1, 000 +, foreign companies 
appeared in person or sent written submissions to the panel. 
 
The pressure on prime minister Thatcher to impose sanctions reaches it 
head at this Commonwealth Conference. More and more of the leaders of the 
black African states are of the conclusion that Britain is sided with the 
apartheid government. As the head of the Commonwealth members must now be 
asking “what value does Britain now put on the Commonwealth? 
 
Thurs 17 
 
One immediate effect, at the opening of the heads of government meeting 
in Nassau, was the sending of a letter from the British prime minister to 
the leaders of the black African states of the Commonwealth. In this 
letter Thatcher outlined the British governments existing measures that 
it has in place against the apartheid state. In this missive there was 
also a strong defence of the London policy of the governments non support 
for further sanctions. Any such moves, beyond what is already in place, 
would be counter productive. Despite agreeing to discuss this issue with 
Commonwealth leaders there was no likelihood she would change her mind. 
 
The Trojan horse attack by the police in the Coloured township of Athlone 
outside Cape Town (qv 16/10) killed three children. There were no adults 
involved in stone throwing incident. The three dead persons were aged 12, 
16 and 20 years old. There were three other persons seriously injured and 
28 people were detained by the police for throwing  stones. 
 
Property damage 9/84 - 9/85 has been put at £24m / R93m. There were other 
outbreaks of unrest in Mitchell Plains and KTC squatter camp outside Cape 
Town. 
 
Eight student members of the Union at the Afrikaner Stellenbosch 
University have announced that they intend to hold talks with the leaders 
of the Youth League of the banned ANC. The executive members have not 
caved under the pressure of P W Botha or the university chancellor who 
both have called for a rethink of this plan. 
 
With a mind set which is fearful of the creeping influence of communist 
led ideology that seems to be creeping through the worlds governments the 
American government, note its support for rebel forces in Central America 
et al, Jonas Savimbi’s Unita force are once again to benefit from 
Washington’s generosity. 



 
President Regan is determined, despite the ongoing talks that could see 
the 25, 000 Cuban troops being withdrawn from Angola and the overturn of 
the Clarke Amendment, to once again begin to supply Unita with military 
equipment. After independence in Angola when two sides battled to form a 
government the FNLA /MPLA versus the Unita forces who were aided by $30m 
given by the CIA in the global battle against the creeping encroachment 
of communism.It was this discovery of secret funding that led to the 
adoption of this piece of legislation. 
 
Fri 18 
 
As the tough talking begins at the Commonwealth summit it would seem 
that, after many leaders of black African states and the Australian prime 
minister encouraged prime minister Thatcher to have a change of heart on 
the sanctions issue little progress was made. The British head of 
government is still of the mind that dialogue between the opposing 
parties is the best way forward. Sanctions would only hinder the 
effectiveness of internal talks 
 
With less than 24 hours left before poet Benjamin Moloise faces the 
noose, after loosing his pleas for life, through his mother he has 
encouraged the continuation of the struggle to end the policy of 
apartheid. “Tell the whole world that one day the black people shall 
govern and all the guerillas who are dying are dying for freedom.” 
 
Determined to keep the Stellenbosch 8 away from meeting with the Youth 
League of the African National Congress (qv 17/10) the student leaders 
have had their passports taken from them. Among those who criticised the 
move was politician Dr F van Slabbert one of the very few whites who has 
had face to face talks with Congress leaders. 
 
In defence of the move the home affairs minister, Stoffel Botha, said 
that the move was supported by the public. The government were opposed to 
such a meeting because the ANC were determined that system change would 
come through the use of violence. It is unacceptable that students, and 
the Reverend C Antonssion, from this font of Afrikaner nationhood would 
want to meet with such people. 
 
Guguletu two men die, railway police in Nyanga kill young girl with a 
shot gun and three persons injured outside the police station as they 
travelled in a taxi. Mitchell Plains not all bodies were released after 
the stone throwing deaths (qv 16/10). This lead to an angry crowd 
blocking the streets with burning tyres. 
 
Leader Comment The descant of destruction while being known for most of 
its existence only as a ‘talking shop’ in the next few days the 
Commonwealth can establish itself in the forefront of the worls’s 
attempts to change the regime in South Africa that is acceptable to all 
ethnic groups within the apartheid state. 
 
The move, mainly by the British government, must come within the next 
seven days as the Commonwealth leaders must adapt a policy that 
undermines London’s “perceived interest”that sanctions would do to their 
economy - one of financial loss. “Apartheid is on its way out ..... If we 
do not help it on its way, those who come after will have scant respect 
for Britain.” 
 



Misleading report of Angolon troop positions who were not within 10 miles 
of the rebel headquarters. They were in fact 10 miles short of Mavinga. 
 
Dissecting the minds of the members of the London parliament as they get 
their first chance to decide if sanctions on South Africa is the best way 
forward to force a regime change and a multi racial government in a land 
that has been so strongly segregated, by the law of the land, since the 
inception of the National Party government in 1949. 
 
Two Bills are before the chamber for discussion and an eventual vote. The 
South Africa [Sanctions] “to establish machinery to impose economic 
sanctions on trade with ... subject to conditions relating to the system 
of apartheid operating in .....” There are 12 named MP’s on the Order 
Paper. 
 
The second, for consideration beginning in the Lords - United Nations 
[Namibia] [HL] An act to give effect in UK law to United Nation Security 
Council and General Assembly resolutions on Namibia ; to provide for the 
controlling the entry and exit from the UK all aircraft travelling to or 
from South Africa or Namibia ; to impose duties and restrictions in 
relation to gold, currency, payments debts and the import, export, 
transfer and settlement of property with South Africa or Namibia ; to 
provide for facilitating the enforcement of the law relating to these 
matters ; and for connected purposes.  The name of Lord Hatch is on the 
Order Paper. 
 
Sat 19 
 
Hours after the hangman ended the life of poet Ben Molosie the 87th 
person to hang in 1985, in the Central Prison Pretoria, many of those 
attending his memorial service at the headquarters of the South African 
Council of Churches in Johannesburg went on the rampage through the city 
centre. During the disturbances whites were attacked, shops were looted 
and members of the police were injured. 
 
There were pledges of revenge for the killing of the ANC supporting poet 
from the township of Mitchell Plains outside Cape Town. About 2, 000 
school children made the threat as  they defiantly stood their ground 
against a number of police and their dogs until about 100 of them were 
chased out of a shopping centre. Speaking from Lusaka a spokesman for the 
liberation movement promised to avenge his death “in every corner of our 
land.” 
 
With the already angry group of black head of states at the Commonwealth 
Conference the hanging of poet Molosie has, in the words of K Kaunda, 
“will intensify the pressure for economic sanctions” among the leaders of 
all the other members of the Commonwealth. 
 
In Britain whole hearted sympathy for the family of the dead poet was 
expressed by the foreign office and members of all sides in parliament. 
Labour MP D Anderson said “they are spitting in the face of world 
opinion.” Politicians in France, led by the prime minister, held a one 
minuet silence outside the apartheid states embassy in Paris. Nordic 
leaders in Oslo condemned the killing and said such a death merited the 
imposition of more pressure to end of racial discrimination. 
 
Two anti apartheid activists detained under South Africa’s soe have been 
admitted to the psychiatric ward of a Johannesburg hospital family 



members said yesterday. 
 
 
Letters  [1] A Phillips 89 Bradford Road Bocking Braintree Essex learning 
the lessons of previous attempts to change a regime when oil was the 
target.  In Rhodesia in, 1965, too was not too effective as the oil 
companies were too large and amoral in their business skills to be 
stopped. Far better to rely on those that are easy for the authorities to 
control and police. 
 
  [2] Campaign Organiser Anti Apartheid Movement 13 
Mandela Street London NW 1 the number of jobs lost in Britain if 
sanctions are applied have been noted as being as high as 250, 000. 
However they have been collated by the apartheid states Trade 
Association. True understanding, back home in Britain, will see that at 
most jobs would only be ‘at risk’. To quote such as definite lost jobs 
does no service to the debate. 
 
  [3] Shafiur Rahman Edinburgh University decoding the 
message of the Anglo American chairman Gavin Relly and his hopes for a 
new South Africa. Not quite the liberal he espouses - universal suffrage 
Yes but still voting for separate assemblies. 
 
Living in the whites world of South Africa. Growing up Marianne Puxley 
reflects on growing up in this world where you played with the black 
children of your live in servants but once as an adult you had to think 
and act as an adult in your dealings with black people. 
 
Sun 22 
 
The wife of the jailed Nelson Mandela has initially asked a number of 
international medics to oversee the medical tests/treatment that he is to 
have within the next four weeks for a troublesome prostrate problem. It 
now looks as if the family will withdraw the team, from France, West 
Germany and Canada as it seems only the British doctor is acceptable to 
the authorities in Pretoria. 
 
The three persons who died after the Trojan horse incident in Athlone 
township were buried  amid tight security even as the police kept their 
distance as the funeral took place. There was a similar police presence 
in Crossroads township as five more people were laid to rest. 
 
On the eve of an expected agreement on measures to end apartheid, as 
Commonwealth leaders spend time at the Lynford Cay resort outside Nassau, 
sporting links with the West Indies are questioned by the cricketing 
authorities of Trinidad and Antigua as a forthcoming West Indies tour to 
England may be in doubt. On top of this African ‘big hitter’ Nigeria is 
threatening its own sanctions against London if progress is not made at 
this heads of government meeting. 
 
In a short time the supermarket shelves of Sainsbury’s supermarket will 
have non South African fruit on its shelves as well as the apples or 
grapes et al that are grown in the apartheid state. Thus the consumer 
will have the choice as to being seen or not being seen to support the 
countries present regime. As of 1984 Britain imports £118m worth of fruit 
and vegetables from the country which is only one sixth of total imports 
from the republic. 
 



The disregard of legal ways, that saw Ben Moloise hang and ignoring the 
calls from his own countries industrial heartland, or talk withe the 
countries internal and external leaders allied to his condemnation of 
those who do, or try to do so, have seen PW Botha withdraw more and more 
into deep inside the state defences and disregard the feelings of anyone 
anywhere in the world. 
 
Two Indian companies are about to appear in court for breaching 
government orders of no trade with the apartheid state. Based in Bombay 
the companies have been accused of sending shipments there after being 
off loaded in Mozambique. This loophole is due to trading through a 
British confirming house thus evading a 1954 ban on trading links with 
the republic. 
 
A second shipment, of 40 cargo containers, was detained off the Indian 
coast and taken into Bombay port in the belief they were deemed to be on 
a sanctions busting run. Ships papers claimed that destination port was 
Colombo in Sri Lanka from where authorities claim they would be shipped 
across the Indian Ocean. 
 
Hanging or reprieve, the figures, this year 210 awaiting the noose. 1984 
80/35 1983 50/40 1982 74/26. 
 
As to the effect of sanctions on South Africa’s neighbours - Lesotho, 
Swaziland, Botswana, Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe number 350, 000 of legal 
workers and 1.2m working illegally. Exports of £1bn to neighbouring 
states, in 1983, from the republic were noted. So if trade embargoes were 
the way chosen who would be hurt most? 
 
Mon 21 
 
After six hours of hard bargaining among the leaders of the Commonwealth, 
at their weekend retreat, all the leaders - with the exception of prime 
minister Thatcher - were of the opinion that sanctions were the only way 
forward in the battle for regime change in the apartheid state. All 
except the British premier saw sanctions as a moral imperative in the 
push for change. 
 
One success that Thatcher was able to claim was forcefully pushing the 
idea of encouraging dialogue withe the Pretoria regime and the 
international community. To this end there was much talk of a small group 
of Commonwealth leaders being tasked to engage the regime in talks that 
would lead to direct talks between the internal opposition and the Botha 
government. 
 
A large crowd, of 15, 000, Atteridgeville township residents went on the 
rampage in the settlement outside Pretoria as they attended the funeral 
of Moses Mopie the 13 year old alleged to have been killed by a 
policeman. In the resulting skirmishes with police one young person died 
after being hit by a tear gas canister. Another youth died when a house 
was set alight as  tear gas grenade exploded. 
 
A Cape Town funeral, of four persons, including three children, passed 
off without incident as police cordoned off the township. Entry to the 
media was not allowed as it was believed the presence of journalists 
would heighten tensions.  Looting occurred in the town’s Hanover suburb 
where police tried to control a mob who were stripping a supermarket 
shelves of its products. 



 
The home of Cheeky Watson, a known supporter of giving more political 
rights to non whites and a one time Springbok rugby hopeful, in Port 
Elizabeth has been destroyed in an arson attack. Rescued from the house 
were two black friends who suffered serious injuries. Now in hospital 
these to men are under police guard and considered as suspected of 
setting the fire. 
 
In the eyes of the named Springbok hopeful this is illogical as the 
family is friendly with township residents. Also the Watson family run a 
clothing store that does not suffer under the ongoing consumer boycott 
that affects other white owned businesses put in place activist edict. 
 
The world still shows concern over the death of the ANC poet Ben Molosie. 
The head of the Catholic Church, speaking in Caligari in Spain said the 
hanging had “created a wave of emotion” throughout the world. 
 
Nordic country trade unions, unhappy with their governments measures to 
halt trade with the republic have adopted a policy of boycott with the 
aim of closing the regions markets to South African goods. Finnish postal 
workers are targeting postal services and refusing to handle mail to or 
from the country. 
Tues 22 
 
The thoughts of a ‘notable group, ’ now deemed Eminent Persons, of 
Commonwealth leaders to engage in dialogue with Pretoria is now the chief 
topic of conversation at the Commonwealth Conference. Seen as a victory 
for the British prime minister even if she had moved a little on the 
sanctions issue there is much talking ahead for those involved. 
 
Even as Thatcher had earlier stated that she would not sign up to tougher 
sanctions by the final agreement her signature was a sign that she had 
resisted full scale economic sanctions but allowed minor ones like the 
ban on the sale of Kruggerands and government help for trade missions to 
travel to the apartheid state in the hope of new business. 
 
In an effort to legitimatize the existence of the transitional government 
in Namibia, an administration the rest of the world has deemed illegal, 
the authorities in Pretoria have set up an office to promote the region 
as a place of opportunity  that is open for new business. Manned by a 
former chief director to the administrator general in Namibia S Creary 
will run the public relations outlet from London. 
 
The Commonwealth Accord states a call for the apartheid state to 
dismantle such and take specific and meaningful actions to do so. 
Terminate the State of Emergency. Release Nelson Mandela, unconditionally 
and immediately, as well as all other prisoners jailed for their 
opposition to apartheid. Establish political freedom and specifically 
lift the ban on the ANC and other political parties. Initiate in the 
context of a suspension of violence on all sides,a process of dialogue 
across all lines of colour, politics and religion with the view to 
establishing an non racial and representative government. 
 
With an agreement to establish a small group of eminent Commonwealth 
persons to encourage all practicable ways the evolution of that necessary 
process of political dialogue. Commonwealth support is assured for a 
mandatory arms embargo in accordance with UN Security Council Resolutions 
418 and 558, the Gleneagles Declaration of 1978. Further sanction 



measures - no government loans, help for trade missions, sales of 
computer hardware for use of police or military, new government loans, 
new investments, import of Kruggerands, sale : export : purchase of 
nuclear technology or material, oil to, military cooperation with, 
discouraging cultural and scientific links with. 
 
If after six months of the above measures agreement has been reached on 
these extra measures - ban on air links, reinvestment of profits, import 
of agricultural products from, ending double taxation agreements with, no 
government procurement, no contracts with majority owned SA companies, 
ending government assistance for companies wanting to invest in, no 
promotion of tourism in. 
 
New police tactics were seen on he streets of the Malay quarter of Cape 
Town as residents rampaged through the suburbs narrow streets. Armoured 
cars with the ability of firing rubber bullets were deployed. Throughout 
the Western Cape arson attacks saw six vehicles destroyed and an Irishman 
had to flee from his car as a torch set it on fire as a rioter hurled it 
into the moving vehicle. 
 
In the Pietmaritzburg high court the trial of 16, mainly members of the 
UDF, on charges of treason began after much delay. All the accused 
pleaded not guilty. Proceedings were observed by diplomats from many 
countries including the USA and Britain. The state’s case hinges on their 
claim that the 16 formed a ‘revolutionary alliance’ with the banned ANC 
and the South African Communist Party, with the purpose of overthrowing 
the South African government. 
 
As 91, 000+ school students nationwide face the prospect of their 
matriculation exams on 25/10 amid the ongoing school boycott parents in 
Soweto are negotiating a deferment of these important exams. The 
townships Crisis Committee is talking with minister S de Beer of the 
education and training department and is minded to grant such extension 
to secondary school students thus affected. As of this time of the 400 
such establishments under the jurisdiction of Pretoria, as distinct from 
those in the homelands, 100 were completely devoid of pupils seven days 
ago, 
 
Approximately 9, 550 troy ounces of gold were imported into Britain over 
1/85 - 8/85. There are 50m Kruggerands in circulation worldwide. Possibly 
3m of these 1oz coins are homed in Britain. 
 
Much glee was expressed, at the perceived climb down by the British prime 
minister, after the recent voting in of the Commonwealth Accord. Both 
spokesman for the Anti Apartheid movement and the Labour Party noted “so 
the lady is for turning” at her reluctant signing of the accord. In the 
eyes of loyal supporter, Leader of the House J Biffin MP, praised 
Thatcher as a “stout champion of British interests. “ Shadow leader of 
the house P Shore MP called the actions of he prime minister 
“extraordinary damaging antics” as first agreed to sanctions and later 
dismissed them as “absolutely minute.” 
 
The National Union of Mineworkers, with 230, 000 coal, gold and diamond 
miners are determined to continue action at 11 locations after the recent 
strike was “brutally crushed” by the police. 
 
Despite the gold coin import ban trade in the Kruggerand will continue 
between countries or the tax free market dealings in off shore tax havens 



found in Gibraltar, Jersey or Luxembourg. Holders of these coins whether 
in 1/2, 1/4 or 1oz weights will be able to melt down the non legal tender 
coin and then trade in the gold itself. 
 
As the apartheid state struggles to reschedule its foreign debts put at 
£24bn the long awaited attempt begins within the next 24 hours in London. 
Dr F Leut Willer a former chair of the Bank of International Settlement 
will meet representatives of 29 creditor banks to thrash out a deal that 
is acceptable to all concerned. 
 
In a simple message the chair of the Anti Apartheid Movement, Archbishop 
T Huddleston has asked the heads of the 13 British banks to who Pretoria 
are in debt to not to at least offer no more loans. The very least they 
should do, says the cleric, is not attend the meeting. 
 
People Mrs Thatcher has had to juggle five main characters at the 
Commonwealth Conference Kenneth Kaunda commented “the music is not right 
for me to dance with Mrs Thatcher.” R Gandhi “we have always been 
together ” although his smile said different. Canadian PM B Mulroney 
wants to go down in history as the man with the healing balm. Australian 
PM Bob Hawke a “wise man” and won brownie points with his wheeze to 
promote constitutional change in South Africa. 
 
Wed 23 
 
As the heads of government leave at the end of the Commonwealth 
Conference, with a signed Accord laying out a ‘road map’ that signposts 
the way to bringing about an end to the racist regime in the republic, 
there are concerns over what comes after the six monthly review if there 
is no discernible change in the negotiating stance of the apartheid 
government. It has already been stated, by the British prime minister, 
that London will not endorse a tougher set of sanctions nor have the 
other heads of state agreed how the review will be conducted and who will 
make the judgement call. 
 
The new police vehicles, recently deployed in the black and Coloured 
townships, have seen speedy action in residential areas throughout the 
country. Equipped with dye stained water cannon, for easy identification 
of rioters, they saw use in areas of Cape Town, Eastern Cape and the 
Transvaal. Heavy use was seen in Zakhele and Soweto townships. During 
these wide spread incidents six persons have been killed in overnight 
clashes. 
 
In defiance of P W Botha’s edict that there will be no sanctioned talks 
between nationals and the ANC, orders disregarded by - as of this time by 
- white business executives and opposition parliamentarians, a clerical 
delegation is intent on travelling to Zambia with just such a mission in 
mind. 
 
The seven strong mission of ministers of the Dutch Reform Church will be 
led by the Reverend Doctor Nico Smith who ministers from a small parish 
in the heart of Mamalodi township on the outskirts of Pretoria. Already a 
controversial figure, as co author of Storm Compass a book that 
challenges the political and religious orthodoxy of the Afrikaner 
establishment, the church minister seemed to ignore his presidents claim 
that the liberation movement was the cause of “the appalling and 
distressing state of affairs” in South Africa. 
 



Understanding the efforts made, or not made, to ensure that British arms 
manufacturers did not breach the United Nations Security Council 1979.  
Seen as not very successful in this attempt as  British built Buccaneer 
aircraft and Royals Royce engines for South African Air Force Impala 
aircraft being easily available. Investigations reveal that there is a 
well founded military supply chain reaching back to Pretoria throughout 
the world.  From Canada, West Germany, Italy, the United States and 
various East European countries it is seen that the military hardwear 
needs of the country are easily replenished. 
 
In their defence British manufactures are able to circumvent the UN 
embargo by indicating that such exports are not intended for military 
use, if in fact they knowingly intend to breach their export license. 
Many products, for example radar equipment, can have a duel purpose 
whether it be civilian or military. Plessy, an electronics company sold 
such to Pretoria. It was the South Africans who hid the real usage from 
the British. 
 
Leader Comment Threats come chrome plated from president Botha as the 
Commonwealth leaders claim, in their final conference statement, that he 
is not talking to the black opposition. “By digging a hole for South 
Africa they could end up harming themselves ... it was an international 
lie because he was doing it all the time.” 
 
Then the threats came, which might be as hurtful to Pretoria as an 
earlier one to repatriate thousand of migrant workers, as many as 40% of 
a trained workforce, which will again harm an economy that is already in 
decline. “Mr Botha came up with chrome .... a million Americans and the 
entire western European car industry would have to stop if South Africa 
ceased to export chrome of which it is the principal purveyor to the 
West...... Cutting of chrome exports would be a serious blow to Preoria’s 
most seductive argument against sanctions among its dwindling band of 
friends in the West - its importance and reliability as a source of 
minerals.” 
 
“The only hole being dug at the moment is one which could swallow up all 
hopes of a fair deal for post apartheid Afrikaners who have no home but 
South Africa unless they recognise the need for a just settlement with 
the African majority. If Mr Botha does not stop blustering .... and 
negotiate with the real leaders of the blacks, his promises can .... be 
finally written off as worthless.” 
 
Thurs 24 
 
Foreign secretary G Howe has called on the African National Congress to 
renounce violence as a way of become part of the negotiations to map out 
the future for a free and fair society that could be South Africa. He was 
speaking as he gave a report of the Commonwealth Conference to the 
Commons in London. 
 
Other matters say the Oppositions motion, calling for new sanctions 
against the apartheid state defeated in a vote of 302 : 194. Such a 
defeat would, in the words of Neil Kinnock, “isolate Britain in the 
Commonwealth, the EEC and the United Nations.” Challenged, by a 
Conservative MP, to state there would be no more sanctions imposed on 
Pretoria minister Howe responded that although there is no commitment to 
take any other steps of “any kind” in the future members of the 
Commonwealth may put pressure  on us to do so in the future. 



 
Responding, from her home in Johannesburg to the prime ministers attempts 
to limit the sanctions outlined in the Commonwealth Accord, Winnie 
Mandela said “it is an insult to us [the blacks] and to those who have 
paid the supreme price in our struggle for our liberation.” Rationalising 
Thatchers’ reasoning the wife of the jailed leader of the ANC, indicated 
that economic self interest was at the heart of the matter. “We know that 
they are interested in their own investments in our country. Mrs Thatcher 
knows that she is protecting the exports.” 
 
The full debate, in the House of Commons also heard from Shadow foreign 
minister D Healey. There was praise for his opposite number ‘the debate 
must have been weary with the prime minister.’ Reminded the ‘wind of 
change’ had been blowing through, when last the Commons held a debate. 
Now ‘there was a hurricane and in the last three months it had doubled 
and then doubled again its fury. 6, 000 arrests in 14 months : 760 deaths 
- of these 500 were blacks - and the circle of violence is tightening its 
grip over the whole country and who knows where it would end. 
 
Johannesburg’s central district was disturbed as mobs of stone throwing 
blacks rampaged through the streets of the white city suburbs. Their 
targets were private vehicles and bus company owned premises. Much of the 
action was less than a mile from the recent memorial service for the 
killer/ poet Benjamin Molosie (qv 19/10). Other stone throwing youths 
targeted the small town of Kraaifontein 10 miles outside Cape Town. There 
was also incidents of arson and the shot guns fired by the white 
residents at these youths.   
 
Deaths on the streets of Soweto was also reported  by the local Sowetan 
newspaper. The victim was named as 15 year old L Cindi who was killed as 
he went to mourn the death of R Mandla who died within the last seven 
days. It would seem that they were killed by the police as they were 
chased from the yard according to the father of the R Mandla. 
 
In transit in Singapore, en rout to play in a rebel cricket team, 
Australian members have said continuing township violence may influence 
overseas - Australian - support for the liberation movements battle for 
regime change in the republic. An opinion poll would seem that most 
Australians would rather have the cricket worry about apartheid. 
 
As the governments of the Nordic countries have shown the most commitment 
to upholding the apartheid struggle the ordinary man in the street has 
also led the way in the fight. The latest batch of workers, the Swedish 
transport workers union have stopped all trade with the state five days 
ago. An appeal to the International Transport Workers Federation, based 
in London, to join with them was rejected. It was said that pressure from 
the West German and British trade unions caused more workers refusing to 
handle South Africa bound goods. Both Finland and Norway will join with 
the Swedish workers in the near future. 
 
Sweden bilateral trade is worth $254m in 1984. Soviet response to 
Thatchers Commonwealth stance was deemed hypocritical and isolation from 
other Commonwealth members would ensue. 
 
London is the venue for international banking negotiations sought by 
Pretoria to manage its short term international debt after the government 
imposed a four month moratorium on its repayments. Six members of the 
South African banking fraternity - the Standstill Coordinating Committee 



- will try and put a positive spin on the economic troubles of the 
republic. 
 
There was an inconclusive outcome to the outcome of this first meeting of 
Dr F L Willer and the international banking community, 13 are from 
Britain, who on behalf of Pretoria is trying to thrash out a deal for an 
extension on repayments of this foreign debt. The options : call in the 
debts, of £24bn world wide, and see the apartheid states’s economy noes 
dive or continue lending under the present arrangements. 
 
Fri 25 
 
The singing of ‘freedom song’s, by a group of no white’s in the centre of 
Cape Town, was peaceful in nature until confronted by white office 
workers taking a lunch time break. The frustrated demonstrators turned 
their anger onto the police and overturned two of their vehicles. As the 
police moved to control the crowds much use of the water cannon, with its 
dye, was used for later identifying of trouble makers. 
 
Unrest and demonstrations, among the Coloured populations, are a new 
phenomenon for the security forces to contend with. Up to this time 
excessive actions, mainly from the black majority, have been more easy to 
contain as their townships could be quickly surrounded to stop 
encroachment into white locations. With the Coloured population this is 
more difficult as their homes are within the white locations. 
 
The African National Congress are willing to offer a truce over their 
military actions if the Pretoria will abide by the terms of the recently 
signed Commonwealth Accord. The offer was relayed by J Makatini the 
liberation movement’s representative at the United Nations. Non 
acceptance of this offer, which the ANC expected to be the presidents 
response, would see an escalation of military action within the countries 
borders. 
 
Speaking now as the head of international affairs department of the ANC J 
Makatini said that the liberation movement deemed the Accord was “well 
intentioned but ill conceived” and despite the flaws had agreed to “go 
along with it, because we are absolutely convinced that it would show up 
the ...... regime as being intransigent.”  Making Congress’s intentions 
clear Makatini said talks would begin as soon as the demands of the 
Commonwealth leaders were met. These being ending of apartheid, release 
of Nelson Mandela, lifting of ban on organisations and the “suspension of 
violence on all sides.” 
 
With the Commonwealth leaders making the decision to appoint an Eminent 
Persons Group to mastermind its South African policy, the name of the 
Canadian foreign minister, Joe Clarke, as the team leader is gathering 
support.  The choice of mission leader is in the hands of senior 
officials from seven Commonwealth countries - Australia, Bahamas, Canada, 
India, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The final choice of will be made in London 
under the guidance of secretary general, S Ramphal, leading light of the 
Commonwealth Secretariat. 
 
The soe has been lifted three of the 36 districts the three month + 
emergency regulations have been in place. Areas released from 
restrictions are all small towns in rural areas of the Eastern Cape and 
the Transvaal. 
 



The reported threat, of the withholding of chrome from the West’s 
industries, made by the president during a recent by election speech as a 
counter to the threats of international sanctions. It would seem that 
Botha was talking hypothetically and was showing the folly of such 
sanctions. 
 
Figures from the Mineral Bureau show that the country is responsible for 
48% of the capitalist world supply of chrome ore along with 42% of ferro 
chrome ore and has 85% of the world’s known reserves. 
 
In the United States such a report, or even a hint of a loss of this 
widely used metal causes great concern. It is reported, by Washington’s 
Deputy Secretary of State  for African Affairs. F Wisner that 55% chrome 
ore : 49% platinum, 44% vanadium and 39% of its manganese are sourced 
from the apartheid state. 
 
If Pretoria were to use its stocks of these vital resources to counter 
the impact of sanctions their economy would be hit hard. It is estimated 
that, excluding gold bullion, minerals and metal exports accounted for 
$2, 024m of its total export earnings of $12, 775 in 1984. The export of 
gold accounts for between 40% and 50% of the countries foreign earnings. 
 
The time has come to decide whether the long standing, of 20 years, 
commitment of a British Lions rugby tour to the country should be 
honoured. As normality would have it ‘sport is above politics’. However, 
as of this time, there are concerns about players safety. These issues 
must be addressed before the mid 1986 tour.  Before any decision is made 
an inspection of facilities must me made by a team from Britain. 
 
The long running battle between Leeds City Council and the towns Chamber 
of Commerce over its fact finding / business opportunity visit to South 
Africa is in sight of a conclusion. At an earlier time the government’s 
British Overseas Board had agreed to finance each of the 14 local 
companies to the tune of £480. This looks now in jeopardy as prime 
minister Thatcher heeds the recent Commonwealth agreement that such trips 
should receive no government backing. 
 
The city council has confirmed that there will be no produce from the 
country used or sold in any of its outlets. The boycott, which as of this 
time mainly involves fruit, which will be sourced from other countries. 
 
Sat 26 
 
Notables of the American music scene who are some what noted for their 
opposition to the apartheid regime have produced the record album Sun 
City. Among those performing are such heavy weights as Bruce Springstein 
who vocalises peoples concerns over the ‘constructive engagement’ policy 
that the Regan administration pursues in its dealings with Pretoria. 
“We’re stabbing our brothers and sisters in the back” the album title 
song intones.   
 
This resulting record, turned album after many other performers wanted to 
“sing for freedom” as they had dome before to ‘feed the world / Africa’ 
in past times lists among its contributors, Ringo Star, Bob Dylan, M 
Davis and Jimmy Cliff and will be compared with the record We are the 
World the American response to the recent famine in east Africa. 
 
The voters of the five bye elections, due to take place on 30/10, will in 



all but the detail be taking part in a mini general election on the 
future of the apartheid policies of P W Botha. Locations of the 
plebiscite on the presidents future - Springs, Sasolburg, Port Natal, 
Bethlehem and Vryburg. In three of the five constituencies the right wing 
HNP will have a clear fight with the National Party as an agreement not 
to split the vote with other like minded parties has been worked out. 
 
The arrest and detention of four journalists which included one from the 
New York Times and one from the American CBS television channel in Cape 
Town is sure to cause concern. On this occasion the four were detained by 
the police as they sat in their vehicle outside a teacher training 
college in a Coloured suburb of Cape Town. They were released without 
charge after three hours. 
 
It would seem that the police, who at the time were battling with youths 
who were involved in violent clashes and dealing with police hurled tear 
gas, removed the four while the confrontation was on going. 
 
To Oliver Tambo, exiled leader of the ANC, the ‘absolute minute’ agreed 
sanctions passed by Commonwealth leaders and Thatcher had sent  strong 
measure of reassurance to the regime in Pretoria. The Lusaka living 
liberation fighter also thought that the actions of the British leader 
praised up her own actions and down played the actions of the rest of the 
Commonwealth leaders when they stuck with the minimal measures that were 
set out in the Accord 
 
The state removes soe regulations from districts (qv 25/10) so new 
emergency measures fall on Cape Town and seven adjacent districts. This 
move comes after eight weeks of disturbances. Police then detained at 
least 70 anti apartheid activists based in Cape Town. Among those held 
were members of the UDF, Z Malindi president in the western Cape and 
Abdulha Omar a barrister in many political trials. Reverend L Louw chair 
of the Western Provinces of the Council of Churches, theology professor 
Reverend C Villa Vicenceo of the University of Cape Town and a number of 
the university’s student leaders and members of the United Women’s 
Movement were among those held. 
 
Police in Johannesburg arrested 15 youths as many shop windows were 
smashed. Police in Soweto have baned the presence of photographers  and 
print journalists from the township for an indefinite period. No 
explanation for this order was given by Commissioner J Coetzee. 
 
During a court appearance to change the bail conditions of the Reverend A 
Boesak (qv), which was successful, it was learned from a security officer 
that it was ‘official wisdom’ had been that the situation would improve 
if opposition leaders were locked up. 
 
Despite the relaxation of his bail conditions Dr Boesak his bond of £5, 
000, withdrawal of his passport, ban on speaking to the media or speaking 
at meetings are still in place. A definite decision will be made on 4/11. 
 
Disregarding the recent Commonwealth agreement on individual government 
financing of trade missions to the apartheid state the London 
administration has said the Leeds Chamber of Commerce mission (qv) can go 
ahead. The Overseas Trade Board has granted over £7, 000 in financial aid 
to the Chamber. 
 
Sun 27 



 
Pushing the theme, that the ‘mineralise sanctions’ were a victory for 
herself, the British prime minister is of the impression that to have her 
foreign secretary deemed fit to take the top post in the Eminent Persons 
Group would be a second victory for Britain’s approach to confronting 
apartheid. 
 
Such a nomination was quickly dismissed by the Commonwealth secretary 
general Shridath Ramphal. In his view such a position should not go any 
current head of state. Rather the position would suit an ‘elder 
statesman.’  First thoughts of the secretary general are persons who are 
fully versed in the situation and a step above the day to day happenings. 
Names such as the former prime minister of Canada, Pierre Trudeau or the 
outgoing president of Tanzania Julius Nyerere. 
 
Within the next 10 days an announcement will be made as to the make up of 
the team. Whether it be five or six persons who will formulate the 
Commonwealth’s policy the secretary general hinted that there may be a 
role for Britain. Such a concession is only being made, said Ramphal, 
because of Britain’s large trade and financial links with the apartheid 
state over the last 100 + years. 
 
As of this time Joe Clarke of Canada seems out of favour with Pretoria 
because of this self same reasoning - a serving politician - whereas that 
countries former prime minister, Pierre Trudeau, is acceptable as he has 
left the active political scene. 
 
A cross ethnic demonstration in Soweto township has seen twenty one women 
spend time in police cells. The main body of those arrested were white 
mothers protesting at their sons, in the military, were deployed to serve 
in the black townships. It would seem that the three black women who 
joined the protest as an act of solidarity with their ‘sisters.’ All 21 
face a fine of £150 or six months in jail for ‘attending an illegal 
gathering.  All are due in court within 24 hours. 
 
The position of the rebel movement in Angola, and its relations with the 
Pretoria, are causing problems for Jonas Savimbi as head of Unita. Claims 
made, by captured rebels, claim that the liberation movement is being run 
more and more on tribal lines, which is leading thoughts away from any 
possibility of a settlement with the regime in Lunada. 
 
Tired, after 10 years of war moderate rebels feel that the best way 
forward is for the country to state its case to become non aligned and 
not reliant on South Africa /USA : CIA support. Such thoughts become more 
and more apparent as known opponents, the most noted the disappearance of 
the rebel chief of staff, D Chilingutila, in late 1984. 
 
The reverence of Oliver Tambo, now aged 68, will be celebrated on 
London’s South Bank as the exiled leader of the ANC unveils a bust of the 
jailed Nelson Mandela. Others may deem his as responsible for the 
‘appalling and depressing state of affairs in South Africa.’ 
 
Due to speak before the Select Committee on Foreign Affairs where 
pertinent questions will be asked as to why violence is necessary. To 
which he will reply “when the situation compels Botha to see sense we 
shall be ready to talk to him. At the moment he does not want to talk to 
us.” 
 



The promised bye elections on 30/10 will, it is forecast, see results 
that decide whether the country will be a safe country to bring our 
children up in. Candidates in the town of Springs where there is much 
industrialisation has former journalist J Coetzer aged 38 on the National 
Party ticket. His rival Gert Parsons also aged 38 : a former mayor and 
police reservist battles for the Conservative Party.   
 
Sasolburg in the Southern Transvaal the battle will be between the 
National Party, and after the right wing party agreements, the extreme 
HNP. The view is that the government will hold its seat here. The right 
wing may gain the majority vote in Bethlehem in the Orange Free State 
where the NP candidate P Farrel a farmer himself has had not a lot of 
support from his fellow tillers of the land. 
 
Mon 28 
 
Angry confrontations between the Commonwealth secretary general and the 
British prime minister are promised. The dispute is over a placing of a 
serving government minister, G Howe as foreign secretary, among the 
‘notables’ to serve on the Eminent Persons Group,   
 
Thatcher indicates that it was Ramphel himself who decreed that a seven 
nation group would determine the EPG’s make up and not himself. The women 
believes that other heads of government are of the same mind that to have 
a serving politician as a group member is the right way forward. If the 
prime minister does not win the argument the name of Anthony Parsons, a 
former ambassador to the United Nations and a policy adviser between 
1982/3 was being banded about. 
 
Tough new measures covering the many foreign journalists - both 
television and newspaper - have been promised within a short time. These 
moves, reports the Afrikaans Rapport newspaper, aim to stop what the 
police deem ‘sensation chasers’. The actions of these reporters or TV 
camera men, say the police, concentrate there reports on material that 
puts the apartheid regime in a bad light to the rest of the world. 
 
As this clamp down was being heralded a Cape Town based reporter, P 
Dennehy, was detained by police as he followed events in the coloured 
Elsies River location in the outer city. 
 
Shot were fired in numerous locations in the West Cape and Cape Province 
areas around Cape Town. Zwide township riot cops killed 2. Langa 
township, outside Cape Town saw one black die and a black accused of 
collaborating with the regime was ‘necklaced’ in a township outside Cape 
Town. 
 
The soe now affects 9m people, one third of the countries population, 
after an extra 1, 694, 080 were corralled by the recently announce 
extension. This came into being on 26/10. Emergency rule now extends to 
64 of the states 380 magisterial districts, including 26 in the Transki 
homeland. Figures are based on the 1980 census. 
 
By 3/87 police hope that new recruits, some 11, 000, will see the forces 
strength rise to 56, 000 and a building programme that will see new 
police stations being built in the black townships. 
 
The white women, held by police for their Soweto protest (qv 27/10), not 
only earned themselves imprisonment for their protest, They will also be 



penalised for entering a black township without permission. A second 
protest, the refusal to pay a fine £20 /R100 for failing to register her 
black servant  - P Makanye -  has seen housewife Marion Crawford for ten 
days for breaching the Black Urban Areas Act. 
 
One retail outlet, run by the Watson brothers at 100 Main Street Port 
Elizabeth, seems to be engaged in good business as other white owned 
stores suffer from the township inspired black boycott of white owned 
businesses that has been on going for some time. 
 
There again the brothers, Cheeky, Gavin, Valance and Ronnie, are seen as 
supporters of the struggle for a better life of their township 
neighbours. Also being local and national heros of the white dominated 
Rugby Football ‘religion’ it is little wonder that this band of brothers 
can work among the repressed non whites and still maintain their white 
peers respect as former members of the national Springok team. 
 
With their politics more akin to the merits of the United Democratic 
Front than the Progressive Federal Party, a normal outlet for the whites 
liberalism, moods are changing. Note the arson attack (qv 21/10).  As to 
the consumer boycott : a member of the Chamber of Commerce, Tony  Gilson, 
notes the lack of the lack of black shoppers in the town. Trade is down 
fifty per cent as the 300, 000 from the township heed the 15/7 edict. 
 
Determining the reasons behind the treason trials, the first of which has 
just commenced in the Pietermaritsburg Natal - the second is set be in 
early 1986 in The Transvaal, - are to break the power and influence of 
the only legitimate anti apartheid organisation in the state. This comes 
after their success of organising the masses not to vote in the tricarmel 
elections of 1984. 
 
Leader Comment Sir Geoffrey and the South African delegation As the 
British members of parliament are about to hear the views of the African 
National Congress, through Oliver Tambo’s appearance before a foreign 
office select committee, is welcomed. “It will be most helpful to the 
cause of peace in South Africa if Mr Botha set an example by renouncing 
violence himself.” 
 
With “true leaders of black opinion like Mr Tambo and the still 
incarcerated Mr Nelson Mandela . These men are in their late sixties, 
which means that they will soon be replaced .... which under their 
stewardship abandoned ..... fruitless peaceful protest for violent 
resistance.” Having gained so little, in terms of political recognition, 
the fear is that a new  younger leadership will devise an even more 
violent pattern of protest.” Thus Botha “will be seen as a man who 
condemned his people and his country to unnecessary agony for refusing to 
negotiate with reasonable men.” 
 
“All the lessons of history teach that the next generation will be much 
harder to deal with” 
 
Win or loose the coming five bye elections president Botha has the excuse 
not to make reforms With an right wing win chances of talks will fly out 
of the window. Holding seats will give the impression that the white 
minority are behind him. 
 
“What to do about apartheid is bound to be a problem for the besieged 
white minority ... It has no place as a problem here.” 



 
Letters  [1] S Bell End Loans to South Africa London N W 10 the ‘tiny’ 
move on sanctions by prime minister Thatcher can, if they are seen to 
work, be an encouragement to president P W Botha.. 
 
   [2] W Gutteridge Professor Emeritus (International 
Studies) 26 Mark Road Leamington Spa political will : money. sills and 
money from the west to the black communities within the apartheid state 
rather than worries about the loss of our economic interests are the way 
forward is the way to go. 
 
Finding a new 
waÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ
ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ
ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ
ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ
ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ
ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ
ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿýÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ
ÿÿÿy to protest about the sale of apartheid produce has hit the retail 
outlets of north London. A fine example is the work of Tass - Trolleys 
Against South Effrican Savagery - was demonstrated at a Sainbury’s 
supermarket in the capital. 
 
Filling a trolley with goods from the republic, passing them through the 
check out, then when asked to pay - in an observed case £41.20 - the 
group founder flashes a card that states ‘the sale of South African goods 
is morally unacceptable’ and then walks away without taking her 
purchases. 
 
A group of friends started this protest after the death of the ANC poet 
Benjamin Molesie. The action was also inspired as a protest at the 
limited response of the British government to the push for meaningful 
sanctions. The protest as now spread to south London and other parts of 
the country namely Brighton and Cornwall. 
 
In the estimation of D Hooper, honorary secretary of Tass, the replacing 
of the items left, and the removal from the stock sold data base takes 
about one hour. If the campaign grew to the dumping of 2, 000 trolleys a 
week over a full year it would represent the work of an extra 50 full 
time employees on a salary of £6, 0000. Therefore an employer would be 
‘taxed a further £300, 000 per annum. 
 
Tues 29 
 
In a message, ahead of his attendance of Oliver Tambo’s appointment with 
the foreign affairs committee, the exiled leader of the ANC has set out 
the urgent need of imposing sanctions against the regime in Pretoria. He 
will tell MP’s that this course of action is not just the wish of 
Congress. More to the point it is the wish of the majority black 
population within the republic. 
 
His intentions were spelled out as, along with K Livingstone leader of 
the GLC, Neil Kinnock and Zenani Dlami the eldest daughter of the jailed 
Nelson Mandela, the unveiling of a bust of the man Tambo ran a law 
practise in Johannesburg for 20 years before his arrest. It is sighted 
alongside the Thames, outside the Royal Festival Hall, on its south bank. 
 



Although living in Swaziland his daughter, a roya ýÿÿÿ     
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the government had still not agreed that an independent medical team 
could observe at her dads prostate operation which is due for 11/85. 
 
A proposed seven man delegation, by coloured members of the Dutch Reform 
Church to talk with the exiled ANC (qv) looks to be heading the way of a 
stalled visit by white businessmen after a warning from home affairs 
minister Stoffel Botha. Describing any talks with Congress members as 
being ‘self destructive.’ passports would be confiscated. Reporting the 
threat in the pro government Die Vaderland newspaper the front page 
report said “If the theologians do not cancel the visit themselves, it is 
a foregone conclusion that the passport of at least the leader of the 
group Dr Nico Smith will be confiscated. 
Still the security forces are troubled by ongoing protests in the western 
Cape. As of now eight new magisterial districts are under soe regulations 
in this corner of the state. As a result 94 meetings in the peninsula 
region and 19 in northern western Cape, the Bowland region, are 
prohibited. The majority of meetings banned are those linked to the UDF, 
Anzanian Peoples Organisation The Muslim fundamentalist Qibla and liberal 
Mobray Interrace group. 
 
The former Soweto student and ANC guerilla D Kekane, one who fled the 
scene after the 1976 Student Uprising, has been convicted of treason in 
the Rand supreme Court in Johannesburg. Already in detention, after his 
return to the country 12 months ago, the self confessed activist was 
sentenced to another 14 years in jail after sabotaging a power line in 
the township. He was the 6th person in ‘85 to be convicted of such the 
crime. There are 55 persons facing the same charge. Three have been 
acquitted and 46 people await a court date. 
 
Video evidence was introduced into trial of 16 UDF members charged with 
treason. The state says it shows the Reverend M Xundu, recently at the 
scene of the assassination of V Mxenge (qv), singing praise songs of the 
ANC and the Communist Party at meetings the prosecution alleged the 
cleric spoke at. 
 
Release for the Johannesburg housewife M Crawford who defied the 
regulations and did not register her maid with the police as required, is 
to leave jail with only five of the 10 days served in jail that was 
ordered by the court on 24/10. A full hearing of the multi ethnic woman’s 
demonstration that took place in Soweto on 27/10 will be heard on 28/11. 
 
As blacks continues to smash shop windows in the centre of Johannesburg 
and help themselves to any number of knives a 17 year old coloured youth 
was shot dead by a second youth in Hanover Park district outside Cape 
Town. 
 
One either side of the hundred days of soe riot deaths have more than 
doubled as of this time. Since 21/7 334 riot deaths have occurred outside 
the 36 cities and towns that formed the original zone. This gives a death 
rate of 3.4 per day. Since mid 1984 deaths have been estimated to be 845  



which contrasts with the Botha given figure of 761. 
 
Letters  [1] P Mbatha Christians Against Racism and Fascism Barking Essex 
double standards of western leaders are criticised and the Commonwealth 
agreed minimal sanctions will be seen as crocodile tears of the west 
after the 330+ years of exploitation. It is time for change. 
 
  [2] E Salter British Council of Churches London S W 1 
puzzled over ministers decisions not to talk with ANC but will talk to a 
regime that ensues violence to dictate to the majority who are only using 
violence themselves to counter state oppression. 
 
  [3] Reverend K W Clements Bristol Baptist College  from 
one who has visited, as a member of the British Council of Churches fact 
finding mission there safety will be assured as the British Lions (qv 
25/10) would not be bothered by protests. What should bother them is to 
go on such a sporting tour would show that ‘they don’t have consciences. 
 
This writer believes that whatever the high minded stance the members of 
the House of Commons foreign affairs committee takes against Oliver Tambo 
and the African National Congress’s approach to the apartheid state. he 
will take little heed of it. 
 
The London government takes this high moral ground attitude with the ANC 
alone. It’s no talk policy with terrorists, as prime minister Thatcher 
has played on when asked about talking with Tambo, does not quite ring 
true where others are concerned. In the past those fighting in what was 
Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, are now welcomed. 
 
As the International Coal Development Institute, with the aim of 
promoting coal’s advantages over other fuels. improve its acceptability 
and encourage research and development, is launched on of the new board 
members Ian  MacGregor has angered both unions and the Labour Party. 
 
As a board member the American born head of the British National Coal 
Board, will sit alongside the three South Africans who all heads of 
experienced mining companies in the republic. In the eyes of those who 
oppose the apartheid regime, Mike Terry MP chairman  of the Anti 
Apartheid Movement, it would seem that the new organisation is just a 
front to sell more coal in Europe et al. 
 
The veteran anti apartheid campaigner Bishop Huddleston has let it be 
known that the planned trade mission by the Leed’s Chamber of Commerce to 
the tip of Africa was “extraordinary and totally unacceptable’. In the 
city itself there was mass picket outside the Chamber’s city centre 
offices. 
 
Wed 30 
 
The prime minister stood her corner, over her attitude towards the 
effectiveness of sanctions, as she made a report to the House of Commons 
on the recent Commonwealth Conference in the Bahamas. The PM, who had 
also met members of the UN before flying back to London, was at pains to 
explain her belief that the situation in the apartheid state would not be 
helped by imposing economic sanctions. In her mind talking without 
without external pressure was the way forward. There was much 
condemnation of the actions of the ANC and its campaign of violence. 
 



Oliver Tambo also spoke about the degree of violence that could be seen 
in the republic, as he made his appearance before the foreign affairs 
committee to answer MP’s questions. In the words of the exiled chairman 
of the liberation movement the small amount of the violence that the ANC 
are forced into is well expounded upon. However the level of violence 
inflicted by the regime seems to be lost in transmission to the wider 
world. 
 
Speaking of sanctions Tambo indicated “that it really aims at a peaceful 
resolution of the South African problem. That is the primary aim of 
sanctions - to make the transition through struggle as limited as 
possible in terms of the scale of conflict.” 
 
One African leader, Robert Mugabe, has said that the make up of the 
Eminent Persons Group should not comprise of any persons who are still 
active in day to day  politics. Thus another nail in the coffin of the 
Thatcher nominee foreign secretary Howe. 
 
Ethnic violence, ahead of the five white bye elections, has claimed the 
lives of four people from across the country. Burned body in Crossroads 
squatter camp. Kwazakele township stabbing, Zwide police fired shotgun 
death of stone thrower and in KwaMashu location outside Durban a petrol 
bomb attacked killed one and injured a second resident. 
 
A death, that may in the long run be a foretaste of a looming conflict, 
between the followers of Chief Buthelezie and Nelson Mandela, has 
occurred in a KwaZulu Natal Township. A member of the Natal legislative, 
F Dlamini, died under a hail of bullets as he was chased by a gang of 
unidentified people. 
 
A well attended funeral, by 3, 000 mourners, of one who died on 28/10 in 
the Cape Town region was well policed by force members in riot gear. 
Banners carried by the crowd - “Death to this illegal government”or  
‘Death to apartheid’ were much in evidence. There was no serious 
outbreaks of trouble. 
 
Black journalists claim they were attacked by soldiers in Soweto. The 
four say first they were beaten and then forced on a four hour terror 
drive, lying on the floor of an armoured vehicle, around the townships 
streets. After the ordeal of being abducted from the street they were 
released without any charges being brought. 
 
Asustalia’s prime minister, Bob Hawke, has called on the countries six 
state premiers to each impose sanctions against the apartheid state. 
 
The Sasolburg bye election, one of five National Party held seats looking 
for a new representative in the National Assembly in Pretoria, is the 
most likely to change its allegiance at this poll. The challenger, Louis 
Stofberg of the Herstigte Nasionale Party [HNP] at the age of 57 has 
never one an election in all his 15 years of campaigning. Hoping to 
retain the seat for the National Party is Dr Willem Odendaal aged 40. It 
would seem that election history is on his side. In the 1981 general 
election the seat was retained by the government with a 2, 600 majority. 
 
There are 22, 000 registered voters in this industrial town outside 
Johannesburg and the home of a giant oil from coal plant. Such a large 
industrial complex, at the heart of the wider Vaal triangle industrial 
complex,  has not gone unnoticed by the guerilla force of the ANC. In 



7/80 one of the refineries holding tanks was blown up and thus providing 
high profile publicity for the re merging campaign of opposition to the 
Pretoria regime. 
 
Also noted has been the town’s associated black township of Zamdela where 
the current campaign of resistance began in 1984. 
 
It would seem that the Leeds Chamber of Commerce (qv), once intent on a 
trade mission to the republic, may be about to change their mind. After a 
closed meeting chairman J Rice, said that “the issue is exercising our 
minds.” 
 
Thurs 31 
 
The early summer bye election’s, seen by the government as a test of its 
support from a small element of the countries population, as the ultra 
right wing parties of the HNP and the Conservatives co operated in not 
placing their candidates where a vote would split the right wing vote to 
let the National Party retain the seat hopes are high for shock election 
result. 
 
If it was the words, of the president of Zimbabwe Robert Mugabe (qv 
30/10) or not the British prime minister has stood down G Howe to lead 
the Eminent Persons Group. Her efforts now will concentrate on placing 
the former London ambassador to the UN Sir A Parsons as the head of this 
dedicated group. Other names considered are Edward Heath or the present, 
and son to retire, UN representative J Thompson. Many were the voices 
raised against the prime ministers choices. Most prominent was 
Commonwealth secretary general Ramphal who all along was against serving 
politicians taking up this post. 
 
As the United Nations Special Committee Against Apartheid, London based, 
opens to formulate a world wide policy that will stop the apartheid 
regime receiving vital oil shipments, Welsh dockers working in the port 
of Swansea have voted to stop the handling of imports of the regimes coal 
that has arrived in the West German registered Angelica Schulte. The move 
was at the request of the executive of the Transport and General Workers 
Union. It is thought that a similar reception, awaits a freighter loaded 
with apartheid coal, when it arrives in Liverpool docks in a short time. 
 
Thirty countries were represented at the London gathering. Here Labour 
leader N Kinnock launched a vigorous attack on the prime minister as she 
claims that the apartheid policy plays no part in perpetuating the on 
going violence seen throughout the country. “The system is intrinsically 
violent and depends on repression for its very life.” 
 
This United Nations SPAA conference, co sponsored, with the Maritime 
Unions Against Apartheid who have the backing of British, Danish and 
Australian seaman’s unions along with the TGWU, is less than welcome 
because of the wide spread make up of the members. Many of those invited 
are not affiliated to the pro western international union confederation. 
 
On the ground with the beleaguered whites of Kraaifontein five hundred 
yards from the Coloured location, which bears the same name, outside Cape 
Town. Much a centre of disruption, in recent times past, a local hardwear 
store has been torched. In response owner, J Knox. promises an armed 
response. This is a view backed up by 200 other Afrikaner residents who 
threaten vigilante action if such attacks occur again. 



 
As the executive committee, of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce met at their 
headquarters in the centre of the city, a peaceful protest - by anti 
apartheid protesters - demonstrating against the proposed trade mission 
(qv) turned nasty as a members of the crowed attempted to gain access to 
the building. As a result police arrested 18 people. 
 



NOVEMBER 1985 
 
 
 
 
 
Fri 1 
 
 
 
The results of the bye elections does not bode well for the reform package proposed 
by president Botha. The minority white voters voted, in Sasolberg constituency in the 
Free State, to elect a member of the ultra right wing HNP as their representative in 
parliament. As for the other four seats in contention, Springs, Vyburg and Bethlehem, 
the National Party held on to the seats with a reduced majority. In Port Natal the 
ruling party candidate gained an increase in the number of votes - from 685 in 1981 to 
2, 205 - at the expense of the dying New Republic Party for Stoffel Botha the home 
affairs minister. 
 
 
 
Other votes cast saw a dip in support for the Progressive Federal Party, in the Springs 
constituency, where its support was down to 1, 720. In 1981 votes cast for the 
Opposition numbered 3, 200. Port Natal, a large English speaking voting block 
received 2,102 votes whereas the Conservative Party gained 1,914 votes 
 
 
 
Mutual business concerns will be the main topic of conversation between president 
Botha and the head of the Institute of Directors when the two meet within the next 
seven days. Director General, Sir J Hoskyns, a man whose organisation represents 33, 
000 businesses world wide will also meet with the head of the Anglo American 
Corporation G Riley and other business notables. A spokesman for the director 
general said that although there were no plans to meet with members of the ANC ìif 
the ANC wanted to see him he would not rule it out.î 
 
 
 
Growing support for the non supply of oil to the apartheid state, with the assistance of 
the worlsís sea faring nations, has been formalised in  London recently. The leaders of 
the maritime unions from 22 nations have agreed to boycott companies involved in 
the supply of oil to the republic. More importantly ship owners and companies have 
been warned that unless assurances were received that these businesses were no 
longer involved in delivering oil companies would be subject to trade union activities. 
 
 
 
Leader Comment Sasolburg is very bad news as in the total votes cast, in percentage 
terms ìa high poll in five white constituencies produces an increase of about 3% in 



support of the ruling National Party - and a rise of over 200% for the two ultra right 
parties totally opposed to any concessions to the unrepresented African majority.î 
 
 
 
It would seem that, as the number of votes cast for the National Party, are in line with 
the votes cast four years ago are similar in number, the support for the political parties 
of the ultra right have come from ìthe least prosperous whites with most to fear from 
black advancement.î Non of these people seem to be swayed by the presidents recent 
promise ìto take note of the vote and carry on with his policy of gradual reform.î 
 
 
 
The dangers for president Botha, in not heeding these results, would be either: if the 
right wing parties came to some agreement and agreed not to stand candidates from 
both the Conservative Party and the Hertstigte Nasionale Party against a government 
backed candidate, : find a new party leader or a mass defection from the National 
Party by its members of parliament. 
 
 
 
ìAs the whites turn Right and the black turn even angrier, time is running out .... and 
only worse can follow. Sasolburg has brought the classic tragedy which has hung over 
South Africa for so long a large step closer. For an Afrikaner government to see this 
would be against nature, but for a British one such blindness is no longer merely 
whimsical.î 
 
 
 
Votes cast - Sasolburg : HNP majority 367 [NP ë81 2,619]. National Party majority 
Springs 749 [NP ë81 2, 481/CP]. Bethlehem 1,118 [NP ë81 3, 826] Vyburg 1,188 [NP 
ë81 2, 007]. In Port Natal support for the New Republic Party was only shown with 
550 votes [ë81 4, 00]. Of note is the support for the Progressive Federal Party in 
Springs constituency where its vote in 1981 was 3, 209 to the 1, 716 votes it gained 
on 30/10. 
 
 
 
Sat 2 
 
 
 
A government crack down on the work of the reporting of unrest in the townships by 
print and television reporters has been ordered. The restrictions cover the same 38 
magistrates districts covered by the soe regulations. By police order no TV cameras 
crews are allowed in to any of  the black townships without the permission of the 
police commissioner. 
 
 
 



Hours before the announcement the streets of Johannesburg were thronged with 
police. They were there in an attempted to curtail the actions of township blacks who 
were intent on breaking shop windows and helping themselves to the goods on 
display. A second incident that the police dealt with was the aftermath of an explosion 
at the offices of the Institute of Bankers in the city. 
 
 
 
Even as these restrictions were in their last planning stages president Botha attended a 
dinner, given in his honour, by the Foreign Correspondents Association, criticised 
members of the overseas media for alleged making the news and not merely reporting 
it. It was then detailed allegations, from a local political journalist, that children were 
paid to burn books and throw stones while foreign journalists filmed then. 
 
 
 
Mounting a defence for the overseas press APís A Torchia also an executive member 
of the Foreign Correspondents Association, called the allegations ëabsurdí why would 
a small group of journalists want to incite social unrest when it can be seen on the 
streets any time any where? 
 
 
 
With prime minister Thatcher loosing out on her choice of G Howe as a member of 
the Eminent Persons Group (qv) her new choice is a former chancellor of the 
exchequer Lord Barber. Although seen as a politician ëone step downí from the 
strongly favoured M Frazer of Australia and P Trudeau of Canada his ëselling pointí is 
his business connections inside the country. For a number of years the former 
Conservative MP has been chairman of Standard Chartered Bank for a number of 
years. 
 
 
 
Of his nomination Barber, a former member of the Ted Heathís cabinet, says ìMy 
overriding objective in accepting an invitation to join the group is to do what I can to 
help to bring peace and stability to South Africa and end apartheid, and a fair deal for 
all the people who live there. ....î 
 
 
 
The Reverend Jesse Jackson, the American cleric/ politician and fighter for racial 
freedom, is in London to speak at what has been called the largest anti apartheid rally 
yet seen in this country. At a press briefing, ahead of the Anti Apartheid Movement 
sponsored rally, the firebrand speaker likened the republic to a ìprostitute who is 
destituteî and called on all nations to ìsacrifice short tern pleasure to avoid the risk of 
long term pain.î The best way for this to happen would be for wide ranging economic 
sanctions to be imposed. 
 
 
 



The BBC have incurred the displeasure of the organisers of the London rally, which 
will converge on Trafalgar Square after passing close to Downing Street and the 
American embassy, seen as seat of Pretoriaís friends, before listening to the American 
cleric and Oliver Tambo the president in exile of the ANC, by excluding him from the 
current affairs programme Newsnight. 
 
 
 
Despite a previous agreement for his appearance after Pretoriaís man in London D 
Worrel had spoken the ambassador insisted on a change and Jesse Jackson was 
omitted from the discussion. The explanation : the programme now was focussed on 
the restrictions faced by the foreign press rather than a general discussion on 
conditions inside the state. 
 
 
 
Officials in the American Defence Department and members of the CIA are urging the 
administration approve anything up to three hundred million dollars of military aid to 
the Unita rebel fighting in Angola. Such a figure would be anything up to 10xís in 
excess on any previous military grant to those fighting the dos Santos regime. 
 
 
 
As of this time there is a bill, co sponsored by the chair of the House Rules 
Committee Charles Pepper, and Jack Kemp that $27m worth of non lethal aid be 
granted to Unita traversing the legal system which has the backing of the White 
House. 
 
 
 
The fall out from the recent polls,  indicates to the deputy minister of finance trade 
and industry, Kent Durr, had shifted politics to the Right. The minister, who was in the 
USA on a regular trip to talk to the Commerce Department and make visitations to 
trade and consular buildings throughout the country. He was not surprised at this shift 
as the country was in the middle of the worst economic crisis ever to hit the country 
since the second world war. Much of the country was also affected by severe drought 
which damaged the agricultural industry to a great extent. 
 
 
 
The black National Union of Mineworkers have won a significant ruling in an 
industrial court in Johannesburg. The Industrial Court has declared that the gold 
miners, sacked recently (qv 31/8) must be reinstated to their jobs. This ruling 
overturns a long standing understanding that employees, on legal strike, cannot be 
sacked. 
 
 
 



Reporting from inside the police station in the black township of Athlone, that the 
Trojan Horse police (qv 16/10) set off hidden inside their boxes, only to gun down at 
random those that came across their field of fire. 
 
 
 
Sun 3 
 
 
 
Wholesale outrage has been expressed over the latest attempt to stop the work of the 
journalist (qv 2/11) reporting from inside the townships.  Penalties for breaching these 
new rules, arrest detention without charge and no access to a lawyer, are the same as 
foe any person breaching soe regulations. If a trial is deemed necessary, and 
conviction follows there could be up to 10 years in jail and a £2, 800 fine. 
 
 
 
In the eyes of N Motlana, chair of the Soweto Civic Association, these restrictions are 
the authorities attempts to prevent the public knowing about the police brutality that 
occurs in the townships. The press spokesman of the Progressive Federal Party, D 
Dalling, called the move ëpress terroriamí and that somehow to ëkill the messengerí 
you would solve the problem. 
 
 
 
As the Anti Apartheid Movementís London march (qv) ended yards from South Africa 
House police and demonstrators scuffled with each other. This resulted in five police 
and 2 marchers injured and a number of arrests. 
 
From the platform Oliver Tambo made an impassioned plea for the prime minister to 
move towards imposing sanctions on Pretoria. Prior to the march fire brand American 
cleric, Jessie Jackson, said that this latest people ban was logical as all other races - 
black Indian and Coloured people - had suffered the same fate and with restrictions in 
place Pretoria could go on proclaiming that everything was normal in the state. 
 
 
 
Looking behind the scenes, of the multi billion dollar diamond mining industry that is 
centred in the south of Namibia, Justice P W Thiron of the Natal supreme court has 
uncovered alleged criminal activity by Consolidated Diamond Mines a subsidiary  De 
Beers mining company. In his 300 page report a recommendation of prosecution of 
members of the Diamond Board which was set up by Pretoria to regulate the industry. 
 
 
 
Central to the report is the allegation that CDMís operation in the Oranjemund 
diamond field is stripping the wealth, to the value of £800m, away from South African 
administered Namibia and denying it much needed wealth as it moves towards 
independence. According to those in the know Consolidated Diamond Mines has 



extracted 930, 000 carats worth in 1984. In 1978 the company took stones weighing 
1.9m carats with a value of £200m. 
 
 
 
The evidence, produced in this final report, was written with the help of 800 pages of 
leaked documents and shows that if mining companies continue to exploit the 
resource that the overseas markets desire then there will be no more diamonds 
underground in Namibia by 1993. Such was the profits made by the company that this 
field had produced 50% of De Beers profits with only 14% carat extraction. 
 
 
 
While to acknowledge that the recent bye election results went badly for president 
Botha it is not possible that his reform policy should be stopped. What is needed is a 
new approach to this seemingly impossible conundrum. 
 
 
 
One way forward - and it would be quantum leap into the unknown - a declaration of 
intent to rescind all apartheid legislation within twelve months. During this period 
negotiations, with people drawn from all sections of society will devise a new non 
racial non discriminatory constitutional process. 
 
 
 
All aspects of South African life will be open for discussion. There would, however, 
have to be one entrenched stipulation - legal rights for minority ethnic groups - which 
will ensure that a policy of ëreverse apartheidí does not come into being. 
 
 
 
To show its good intentions the present National Party government will 
unconditionally release Nelson Mandela and other members of the ANC from their 
life prison terms. Mrs Mandela would also have her banning orders lifted. Going 
further, along this road of rapprochement road with the liberation movement, would 
see Oliver Tambo and other exiled leaders allowed back to the country. There is then 
the hope, in a reciprocal gesture, the Congress will call off its armed struggle against 
the government. 
 
 
 
Easing racial tension, a man cause of the township violence, would be achieved by 
emptying the police and prison cells of all persons charged under the soe regulations 
and the Internal Security Act. Once out of detention former detainees would, in their 
capacity as community leaders influence township activists to stop the violence that 
disrupts the lives of all races in the country. 
 
 
 



To have achieved these goals the Pretoria government would then be able to confront 
the international community, and its nearest black led nations, and call for support for 
a country that is in steep economic decline. 
 
 
 
As to how this plan would be received by the various groupings - there would, in the 
beginning be an initial loss of the white vote to the more right wing political parties. 
This hard line stance of the whites would, in the long run, be more than compensated 
for as more whites accepted the need for race reform and peace in the country. 
Leaders in the black community should respond positively as their economic 
prospects improved, violence would fall of the agenda as economic outlook improved 
and the business confidence grew as overseas markets were opened once again to the 
states products. 
 
 
 
There was am emergency meeting of 162 members of the Foreign Correspondents 
Association in Johannesburg to protest at the latest restrictions placed on their 
working conditions. In London the foreign office indicted that such restrictions ìdo 
nothing to further the essential objectives of promoting dialogue and peaceful 
change.î The SDP leader, David Owen, has called on the international community to 
speed up its plans to refuse landing rights to South African Airways flights. 
 
 
 
Even as the latest journalistic restrictions were being announced it is thought that the 
reporting of statements from leaders of the black community will be the next part of a 
reporters work that he will not be able to perform. It is possible that the government 
will want the number of foreign correspondents, now put at 162 in 1984 and with 70 
waiting for accreditation, will be cut and those with temporary permits expelled. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon 4 
 
 
 
Continuing his stay in London the Reverend J Jackson is to lead a march to the 
headquarters of the Shell Petroleum company on the south bank of the River Thames. 
The cleric, and his fellow marchers, including J Slater the general secretary of the 
National Union of Seamen,  are to highlight the companies involvement in ensuring 
that the apartheid state is supplied with oil products. 
 
 
 
The union official was among the speakers of the Anti Apartheid Movementís 2/11 
rally. It is claimed by those that were there 140, 000 people demonstrated in 



Trafalguar  Mike Terry, AAMís secretary, said that such numbers were 3xís as large as 
the turn out when president Botha visited the capital as part of his European tour. 
 
 
 
Numbers of injured are now claimed to be 23, 20 of which are said to be members of 
the police. Total arrests were 144 with a number being charged with assault and 
threatening behaviour. Three of the policemen were rendered unconscious after 
having bottles and metal objects thrown at them 
 
 
 
Within the last 48 hours a strong defence of Pretoriaís new restrictions against 
journalists (qv) has been mounted by the government. Foreign minister Pik Botha said 
that the moves, predicted after a CBS news team filmed a police ambush of stone 
throwing youths in (qv 26/10), were a ëbid to end the vicious and venomous coverage 
of foreign TV crewsí. 
 
 
 
In the eyes of the Progressive Federal Party the ban on filming was likened to 
throwing an Iron Curtain around the troubled areas. Winnie Mandela said the 
restrictions, a breach of which could see crews loose their cameras, a fine of £5, 400 / 
R20, 000 as well as 10 years jail, were intended to prevent the world from knowing 
what was happening in the townships. 
 
 
 
Even the home grown press were said to be worried by the restrictions. The countries 
Sunday Star newspaper voiced concerns that not to have visual reports, or only those 
approved by the police, could exaggerate suspicion and rumour as to the realities of 
life in the townships. Television news broadcasts, with no new footage to show would 
use old reports which, after time, would give out the image that ìSouth Africa forbids 
freedom of information.î 
 
 
 
In a move that would forestall any sudden riot by underground members of the black 
National Mineworkers Union, mine owning company Anglo American has installed a 
riot control system underground. After first denying, to the Australian prime minister, 
that such a system was in place, management have admitted that a method of 
spreading tear gas into the underground labyrinth at the companies Western Deep 
Levels was in place. 
 
 
 
Although installed in 1975, after serious rioting and loss of life, the equipment has not 
been used since. The executive of the NUM refused to make any comment at this 
time. 
 



 
 
Nelson Mandela has had his long wanted prostate operation. It was a success and his 
doctors, in a Cape Town hospital, were pleased with the way it went. 
 
 
 
Leader Comment The medium and the messenger if television give the oxygen of 
publicity to those who view the news reports where is the benefit for those rioters in 
the black townships? ìThe young rioters in the townships never saw themselves on TV 
anyway. î To deny the use of television images for any length of time ìwill consign the 
memory hole of dreadful, bloody but un photographed stories .... It is a profoundly 
calculation.î 
 
 
 
Eight weeks into its existence the journalists of the new, and left leaning, tabloid 
Namibian newspaper, have already felt the wrath of the right wing authorities. There 
homes, vehicles and the papers offices in Windhoek, have been subject to a number of 
attacks. The paper, born out of a previous publication, the Advertiser, toeing the line 
of the administrators generals office and ultimately is South African puppet masters. 
 
 
 
Tues 5 
 
 
 
Despite knowing that for a newspaper to quota any words of spoken by a member of 
the African National Congress the English language Cape Times has published an 
interview one of its reporters had with Oliver Tambo. Defending this breach of the 
law the papers editor, Tony  Heard, explained that in his view ìthe quite moderate 
position taken by Tambo made it imperative to publish the interview. ....I take full 
responsibility. 
 
 
 
Having to travelled to London to hold the interview, which under current rules may 
land the editor in jail for 2 years as to write the words of a ëbanned personí incurs 
such a penalty, that the thoughts of the ANC leader in exile will be seen as a 
contribution towards finding a peaceful solution towards the troubles in South Africa. 
In his papers view it was important that the papers liberal leadership, some 65, 000, 
should be aware of Tamboís views. 
 
 
 
This is not the first time that the Cape Times has published the words of a baned 
person. In 1984 space in the paper was given to Donald Woods, himself a former 
journalist who went into exile in Britain, as he debated at the Oxford Union with 
Pretoriaís London ambassador D Worrel. In the end he was not prosecuted. 



 
 
 
The Institute of Race Relations say that 834 people have died in the 14 months of the 
soe regulations being imposed. As a comparison in the 16 months after the Soweto 
Uprising of 1976 only 700 people died. As would be expected most of the deaths were 
due to the actions of the security forces, over 50%, and black on black violence in the 
townships led to 30% of the fatalities. 
 
 
 
The trial of twenty two residents of the Delmas township in the eastern Transvaal, 
may of them leaders of the United Democratic Front, have appeared in court on a 
charge of treason. The management, at the Western Deep Levels mine owned by the 
Anglo American Corporation (qv 4/11) have said that the system that could flood 
chambers with tear gas had ben made inoperative. 
 
 
 
Still awaiting trial, and still no trail date fixed, Dr A Boesak (qv) attended his second 
bail fixing hearing in the town of Malmesbury thirty five  miles outside Cape Town. 
Before magistrate W A de Klerk, scrapped many of the bail conditions set at an earlier 
time. From this time the cleric, and the president of the World Alliance of Churches, 
would now be able to give press interviews, leave his local district and attend funerals 
without police permission. However bail was still set at £5, 000 / R 20, 000. 
 
 
 
Letter   N Holt 91 Westminster Road Birmingham as one who attended the 
Anti Apartheid Movementís London rally : a telling of the events which left him with 
a criminal record after accepting a police caution that was deemed to be ëthreatening 
behaviourí. 
 
 
 
Extracts from the interview, given in London, between the editor of the Cape Times 
and the exiled leader of the ANC Oliver Tambo. The questions - What future for the 
country and the whites - as we are all of the same nation we are all fellow citizens. We 
are not intent on driving then out : they have a role to play as we do. Set out economic 
theory  particularly on questions of nationalisation and wealth distribution - as a guide 
the theories worked out in the Freedom Charter of 1956 hold good.: state control of 
some industry and encouragement of equitable distribution of wealth. Do they [the 
white business community] accept some measure of redistribution : yes although it is 
the method of such, and how it is achieved, that still is of concern: private ownership 
and enterprise is part of the vision which is geared to events of the time. The people 
will in the end decide. What about violence : as leader of the ANC would you be 
prepared to renounce and begin talks : its the violence of the apartheid system that 
breeds violence elsewhere in the state : we could but why should we what would be 
gained by the majority people would there be a return for us. Is there the possibility of 
a truce :as the current thoughts are that the Botha government is not ready to honour a 



truce one is not called for. When they are it will be considered. If the government 
were to indicate a readiness by releasing all political prisoners - Nelson Mandela et al 
- lift the soe and un ban the liberation movements then the climate may be right for 
such. What is the ANCís attitude on violence against people, civilians after a 
perceived policy of holding back on indiscriminate use of criminal violence or going 
for soft targets : civilians are not targets, however if government forces mix with 
township peoples they will inevitably become casualties, as the police and soldiers are 
most certainly targets. On foreign policy, do you see South Africa as a pro Western 
non aligned, or a Soviet Socialist leaning country : trade between countries, East or 
West, will come down to which country will be best for us and our exports will find a 
market. So the Americans be sure of getting their needs : to be sure, if they can pay 
for it, as we want to trade with all countries of the world in the interests of our own 
country. I presume you favour sanctions. Do you to the point where people loose jobs 
and the economy suffers seriously : imposition of will deem the economy as a weapon 
in our favour - a difficult economy weakens the government and stops them achieving 
all they want to do. Job losses are nothing; to victims of apartheid they are on a 
loosing spiral anyway - he more effective sanctions are the less the scope and scale of 
conflict. 
 
 
 
Wed 6 
 
 
 
Taking advantage of his downgraded bail conditions the Reverend A Boesak (qv) met 
members of the Dutch  Reform Church who were prepared to meet with the exiled 
ANC in Lusaka. It now seems that after clerics Smith, Tema and Mabusela met the 
prominent anti apartheid campaigner such a visit was called off. With this decision 
made they have acceded to the wishes of president Botha and therefore will not defy 
his authority. 
 
 
 
Soon to be awarded the Robert Kennedy Humanitarian Award, on 14/11, Dr Boesak is 
till not able to travel to the USA to collect it. As a condition of his bail the authorities 
still keep hold of his passport. This decision has prompted Dr Alex Boraine, of the 
Progressive Federal Party, to support the handing back of the passport. The 
Opposition MP cites this incident, as well as the recent ban on the media entering the 
townships, as another aspect of life that shows the state in a bad light to the 
international community. 
 
 
 
Back in Cape Town the Times editor, Tony Heard, was politely told he may face 
charges under the Internal Security Act, after his interview with Oliver Tambo (qv 
5/11). In telling the tale he said he was given the information by a police lieutenant 
who said a docket had been sent to the Attorney General for a decision. From a 
reading of the dossier it would seem that the Cape Times editor was not being charged 
for the more serious offence of furthering the aims of the ANC. 



 
 
 
Details of the operation performed on Nelson Mandela in a Cape Town hospital have 
been released. His enlarged prostate gland has been removed by, at the request of the 
patient, an Afrikaner urologist. He was assisted by two independent urology surgeons, 
on a visiting British professor of urology. 
 
 
 
Rumours abound, through a leak by the French right wing newspaper Le Quotidien de 
Paris, that Areospatiale - a state owned company - are working on a contract to 
develop  combat helicopters for the apartheid state. To this aim, according to the 
paper, five company engineers have been in situ since 9/85. Unbelieving of this fact a 
company headquarters spokesman rushed away to check the information. 
 
 
 
Long associated with the supply of South African military hardware, from 1981 
Areospariale had been sending Puma helicopter upgrades to the country through Israel 
and Algeria to avoid being caught being in breach of the UN arms embargo. 
 
 
 
Thurs 7 
 
 
 
Guguletu township, on the outskirts of Cape Town, and in other townships in the 
province saw  the deaths of residents at the hands of the police. This at a time when 
the authorities are encouraging members of the black and coloured community to join 
in a municipal police force. 
 
 
 
The two Guguletu deaths came as members of a 700 stone throwing strong crowd 
attacked police vehicles. Police retaliated with a volley of shotgun pellets which 
resulted in the fatalities. The background story told by the police, and in an unusual 
move backed by adults, was that the parents were attempting to stop their children 
joining the prolonged school classroom boycott that has swept the country over the 
last two years. A policeman, Rifleman J de Bruyn aged 22, was found dead in 
Mitchell Plains township. As a member of the Coloured Corps the Rifleman was just 
the type of volunteer militiaman that minister C Henius was honouring at a municipal 
police  passing out parade in Sebokeng township outside Johannesburg. It is the view 
of the government that an extra 5, 000 strong militia will be in place to patrol the 
townships within the next six months. 
 
 
 



These newly trained volunteers would be welcomed, and called to be trained up for 
such service, by the Urban Councils Association, a national body that represents most 
black township councils. Although seen as collaborates with the apartheid regime the 
UCA has called for greater powers for the force. From 1986 minister Henius, 
Constitutional Development, said the municipal force would receive new powers to 
act as a supplementary force to the ordinary police. 
 
 
 
An academics understanding of the need for this new force, from S Bayham of the 
University of Cape Town, notes that with only less than two police for every 1, 000 
residents the regulars are outnumbered. New tactics from the state will see a policy of 
ëneighbourhood policing.í In the past the regular police, many of them young and 
relatively untrained,  there has been an over reaction to incidents and an inability to 
stop the incident from spiralling out of the control of this 
 
 
 
Fri 8 
 
 
 
The business and political community of South Africaís northern neighbour have had 
a massive disagreement over the effects of imposing economic sanctions against the 
apartheid state. The Herald newspaper, owned by the Harare government, has noted 
that that Zimbabweís Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries has taken an active part 
in trying to dissuade the authorities to impose such measures on the Pretoria 
government. 
 
 
 
The difference of opinion was first noted, four weeks ago, when a statement from the 
leading organisation of the business community stated that to impose business curbs 
with companies across the River Limpopo would lead to ëtotal collapseí of 
Zimbabweís economy. 
 
 
 
The paper calls for the a greater government involvement in the private manufacturing 
centre as it was said that the words mouthed by CZI chairman, J Mkushi, as the 
thoughts of the white of the business community who were afraid to utter in public. 
The ëchairmansí remarks were dismissed by three black members of the 
Confederation as in their minds they would give comfort to the Pretoria government 
in their stance against international pressure to impose sanctions. 
 
 
 
An earlier detailing of trade between the two nations, broadcast on national television 
by chairman on 20/10 Mkushi it was stated that 20% of the countries trade was with 
its southern neighbour and 90% of its imports and exports travelled through South 



African ports. It was not possible to use the port of Beira in Mozambique even though 
this Indian Ocean port was closer. The cross country rail journey was too dangerous 
as the area was thick with rebel fighters engaged in a civil war with the Frelimo 
government. 
 
 
 
As these events mainly occurred, when president Mugabe was away at the recent 
Commonwealth Conference, much criticism was heaped on the leader of the 
Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries when he returned home on 30/10, ìThe profits 
of doom are themselves the profit makers.... Those who are crying already about the 
effects on Zimbabweís economy are those whose pockets are fat already and never 
want to see them diminished.î 
 
 
 
The Herald editorial echoes, as it would do being government owned, the presidents 
thoughts. ìSanctions are the only way the entire international community can help 
solve the situation in South Africa. They will hurt us - and badly to. But this danger is 
far outweighed by the continued existence of apartheid across the River Limpopo.î 
 
 
 
Letters  [1] M Barry 61 New Street Brightlinsea Essex as another eye witness 
account emerges of the Anti Apartheid Movementís rally (qv 2/11) one who was there 
questions the police tactics. They were likened to tactics more of use on football 
terraces than in this situation. 
 
 
 
  [2] Liz and Bernard Hardy Wavertree Liverpool both witness to 
incidents following the events of 2/11. At Charing Cross tube station noted was the 
ëbrutalí actions of the police viz a viz the handcuff restraining of young people. 
Although the arrests may have been justified was the amount of aggression shown by 
the police justified? 
 
 
 
  [3] PC W Green West End Central Police Station London W 1 a police 
definition of a caution, its use of and consequences for a person deemed to need one 
(qv 5/11). 
 
 
 
Sat 9 
 
 
 
The editor of the Cape Times, Tony Heard, has made his first appearance in court 
following his interview with the exiled leader of the African National Congress Oliver 



Tambo (qv)  On his return from London the editor was warned that charges would 
follow this breach of the apartheid law. Before the magistrate, and charged with being 
in breach of the Internal Security Act, he was told that more serious charges may 
follow before his next court date of 9/12. As of this time no plea was entered on his 
behalf. 
 
 
 
It has been noted, in the recent past, that politicians - Stoffel Botha and Ron Miller - 
have announced that the government are intent on stopping citizens from making 
contact with the ANC on overseas trips. It was left unclear whether this applies to 
journalists. 
 
 
 
As to the concerted efforts to prevent journalists, from reporting on life in the 
townships under the shadow of the police yoke, a number of Cape Times journalists 
and a leading member of the Progressive Federal Party were prevented from entering 
Crossroads squatter camp outside Cape Town. For more than hour the journalists and 
the politician J van Eyke were questioned by police. They insisted that they had not 
broken any emergency laws as they investigated residents allegations that their 
children had gone missing after recent unrest in the camp. 
 
 
 
As Winnie Mandela, made a visit to husband Nelson who is still in a Cape Town 
hospital after his recent prostrate removal operation, police swooped and ordered her 
back to Brandfort  from which she fled recently after her home was fire bombed on 
14/8. The wife of the ANC leader had been forced to live in this ëback of 
beyondílocation in the Orange Free State since 1977. 
 
 
 
In furtherance of their campaign to restrict journalists access to the troubled 
townships, with the claim that television crews are paying residents to stage incidents, 
one who works with such people has come forward to back up the governments claim. 
This time round it is claimed that the foreign news crew filmed an arson attack and 
helped the attacker to escape. Vehemently denied by the Foreign Correspondents 
Association it asked the minister of information, Louis Nel, if Pretoria was saying that 
all township violence in the last 20 months and the 800 deaths were down to the 
mediaís lust for a story?  A second claim: that a 9/85 Cape Town University march 
was peaceful until the television crews arrived. As the crews arrived the 
demonstrators cheered and chanted. It was only then that the rioting began said 
minister Nel. 
 
 
 
Residents of Langa and Utinage townships in the Eastern Cape, scenes of excessive 
police violence that left 20 funeral mourners on 21/3, are once again on the campaign 
trail. On this occasion, and by peaceful means, the youth activists have two aims in 



mind. In the long run the Utinage Youth Congress are seeking to thwart government 
plans to move the entire population, some 50, 000 people to Kwanobuhle on the 
opposite side of Utinage. The immediate focus of the Youth Congress is to prevent the 
forced relocation of 426 families to this new location. 
 
 
 
Kwanobuhle is now run by an administrator, B Erasmus, who runs the townships 
affairs after the council members resigned, or were killed, as the youth campaign of 
12 months ago to make townships ungovernable took hold. As negotiations continue, 
and the relocations have been deferred, Congress members and Langa residents have 
warned that violent resistance will meet any attempt by the authorities to evict the 426 
families. 
 
 
 
Congressís plan, which would see Langa replaced with a separate Coloured township, 
although black and coloured residents already live side by side in the township, 
upgraded. To this aim  a town planner D Sutcliffe from the University of Natal has 
been engaged. In his view such an upgrade of facilities would work as Langa and 
Utinage residents have a strong and democratic leadership. 
 
 
 
Lekota township council, who oversees the running of six townships in the Vaal 
triangle has begun a campaign of ordering to court, on a selective basis, residents who 
have defaulted on their rents during the 14 month long boycott campaign and called 
for such rents to be reduced to R30 as well as the council members to resign. Those 
who will be called before the magistrate are from working families with steady 
incomes. No unemployed family members or pensioners will be targeted. 
 
 
 
With a 39 seat council, their are now 12 vacancies, for which there has been two bye 
elections. In the first, on 20/5, there were no candidates. On 21/10 only one candidate 
stood and  therefore he became a member of the council. Since that date a sitting 
member has died and once again there are 12 empty seats in the Lekota council 
chamber. 
 
 
 
The composition of the Eminent persons Group (qv), the Commonwealth body 
delegated to investigate ways of moving the negotiations with the apartheid state 
forward, is having difficulty naming its members. With two names, Lord Barber and 
Malcom Frazer from Britain and Australia officially named as definite members, other 
names are in short supply. Canadaís former prime minister Trudeau is still a 
possibility. Nominated by the Indian government, is the former foreign minister S 
Singh. As to a representative from Africa the position of chairman may be offered to 
president Julius Nyere of Tanzanier. 
 



 
 
Letter   Peter Plouviez British Actors Equity London WC1 splits emerge in the 
union as how to conduct invitations from the apartheid state to appear on the stage 
there and to keep to the aims of performing before audiences not separated by colour. 
 
 
 
Sun 10 
 
 
 
Rather than encouraging his fellow citizens the recent actions of Bothaís government 
seems to be antagonising them. Note the number of phone call that have been made to 
the offices of the Cape Times supporting the publication of the interview with O 
Tambo by editor Anthony Heard. Also there has been messages of support for the 
clerics from the Dutch Reform Church who were prepared to incur the wrath of Botha 
for a Zambia meeting with members of the ANC. The plan only unfolded when the 
pastors passports were seized. 
 
 
 
With this newspaper interview, gone is the myth - perpetrated by the government from 
the 1961 ban on quoting the liberationists - that such persons are a godless bunch of 
Communist terrorists, the people can now form their own opinions. It would seem 
from the 3, 000 or so phone calls received in the Cape Times office that a good many 
South Africans have formed quite a different opinion of the man and the organisation. 
To their minds he came across as an ëideological pragmatist, without bitterness 
towards whites, and a God fearing man who hates violenceí. The only reason to resort 
to violence is because circumstances dictate such guerilla actions. 
 
 
 
Even as the Pretoria government ban the television cameras from the townships the 
reality of the ugly apartheid policy will not disappear from the minds eye of the 
international community. The apartheid governments friends overseas, Britain can be 
counted as one of these, have now to decide where their future lies. Does it serve this 
nations best interest best to support this old regime or the one that will replace it? 
 
 
 
The minority whites, kept for so long in the dark about the real person that O Tambo 
and the African National Congress is, are asked to join with the majority black 
population in the ëstruggle for change.í In the logic of the Congress, and noted in the 
Cape Times interview, whites South Africans are not part of the problem. They should 
see themselves as part of the solution. 
 
 
 



Southern Africa, and not specifically South Africa, has been deemed a location that 
could spark a direct conflict between the American and Soviet authorities as the Cold 
War rumbles on. With the Americans beavering away with support for Unita rebels in 
Angola and the Soviets, through their Cuban proxy aid the MPLA government of 
Luanda. In the last 12 months 50 fighter bombers of the MIG 21/23 class and MIG 25 
helicopter gun ships have been supplied to the dos Santos armed forces. 
 
 
 
Not for the first time does Cape Times editor face the wrath of the court by breaching 
the 1959 Internal Security Act. 1984 saw him quote Donald Woods a banned 
journalist, from 1977, and D Worall, Pretotiaís ambassador to London as they debated 
at the Oxford Union? Internal Security Act charges, which could have led to three 
years in jail : a suspended sentence or a large fine, were dropped. 
 
 
 
A controversial family, dad a journalist who served 10 days in jail in 1937 - the year 
of Tony Heards birth - for leaking budget secrets. In 1945, after naval service in 
WW2, he went missing as he waited for a former POW under the clock at Cape Town 
station. Was it a political killing? as the 39 year old was a known agent of General 
Smuts who had helped to detain members of the Nazi orientated Ossewa Brandwag 
[Ox wagon Sentinel]. 
 
 
 
The Cape Times editor for he past 14 years and under his guidance the paper exposed 
the assistance the South African Defence Force was mounting missions inside Angola. 
1979 saw the paper call for the resignation of the countries president Vorster as the 
world came to know about the state run campaign run by the information ministry. 
1983 exposure of the ëdestabilisation campaigní against its black neighbours was 
deemed ëclose to treasoní. 
 
 
 
As to the current limelight over the interview with O Tambo a calculation, that a 
prosecution is not likely as the government is under too much pressure to negotiate 
with the ANC, has been made. 
 
 
 
Mon11 
 
 
 
As Winnie Mandela let it be known that she was determined to stay in Cape Town 
until Nelson Mandela was out of hospital she also confirmed that the police 
commissioner Brigadier G M Erasmus, the officer in charge of Brandfort, had ordered 
her back to her place of banishment by 4/11 or face charges under the Internal 
Security Act. These new charges relate to her alleged attendance at a memorial to 



Benjamin Molose a poet who was hanged by the state for his membership of the 
ANC. The meeting was taking place in Khoso House in the centre of Johannesburg. 
 
 
 
As a well as the order to return, to her one room shack in the black township of 
Phtakahle, the commissioner gave assurances that dwelling had been repaired. There 
was some scepticism, noted through  Ismail Ayob her lawyer, that the rooms had been 
decorated or furniture replaced since the fire bomb attack on 13/8. 
 
 
 
Free from the prying eyes of television news crews it has been reported by the police 
killed four township residents in the last 48 hours. Shot guns and tear gas saw a man 
die in a township outside the town of Worcester. An alleged looter was killed in 
Kwazakele outside Port Elizabeth along with a second man who was hacked to death. 
 
 
 
The London based Daily Telegraph newspaper has been accused of publishing a letter 
that gives false information which was used by Pretoria to justify its clamp down on 
the presence of foreign news crews reporting from the townships. Johanesburgís 
Sunday Starís investigation found that the named writer and his address were false. 
 
 
 
Today, toddlers on the dusty streets of the black township of Soweto, tomorrow - if 
the evidence of three year old Fikille or at just 6 months older Thato - are to be 
believed, will see these two boys taking on the police and security forces as there 
older peers are now doing. Even within theis six month age range one can identify the 
motor sound of a police Caspir as it trundles down the street. The older boy, Thato, 
can give step by step instructions how to assemble a petrol bomb. More than likely, by 
the age of four, as Mapu says when they sees a white man they will also want to kill 
him. 
 
 
 
Such declarations, from so young members of a brutalised society, are a worry for 
staff at the Entokozen early learning centre in the township. As the director Mapiso 
Malepa notes ìWe have a generation of children who do not want to play but to wage 
war, real war.î Many voice, from the childrenís parents, doctors, social workers and 
clergymen, raise concerns about their well being after being raised among the 
violence of the last 14 months. 
 
 
 
Tues 12 
 
 
 



Investigations, into the origins of the letter, published in the Daily Telegraph, that 
Pretoriaís ministry of information used to back up its claims that the presence of 
television news crews in the townships helped stir up the violence (qv), now show 
that Torpoint in Cornwall was the source. There are also two persons with an Evans 
surname. 
 
 
 
One, David, worked around the harbour area and had no connection with the 
apartheid state. The second, also with the same Christian name, is aged 43 at this time 
he has no work. His last connection with the country was 13 years ago when he was a 
seaman in the Royal Navy. He, and like his friends, were pro apartheid and the only 
connection with the Daily Telegraph was filling in the crossword in the local pub. The 
papers editor, W Deeds, said the letter was received in the normal way and printed in 
good faith. 
 
 
 
In the 3, 600 word interview with Oliver Tambo Cape Times editor A Heard has 
disregarded the many obstacles that Pretoria has put in place, over the last 38 years, to 
prevent a nations people forming their own opinion of one of the leading black 
nationalist leaders of this apartheid nation. 
 
 
 
Well known is the Internal Security Act and all the jail and fines that a breach of will 
incur, or the possibility of the same for quoting a banned person, something that is 
quite easy to do in a newspaper that has the word length of a medium novel. Such a 
lapse of concentration can lead to three years in jail, no option of a fine, maybe a 
suspended sentence. In this editors case, when words inadvertently, from banned 
person Z Malindi showed up in the paper court appearances led in the end to the case 
being dropped by the court. 
 
 
 
Detailing past ëdirty tricksí of the Pretoria propaganda  machine to show apartheid in 
a better light. One such case, in 1974 on 30/4 prime minister Botha admits that the 
ëindependentí magazine ëTo the Point Internationalî had been receiving government 
fund for years. Also, the ëClub of Tenía company that placed pro government adverts 
in overseas newspapers was in fact financed by the Pretoria regime. 
 
 
 
As late as 1980 There was a meeting between the writer and one who claimed to be 
one who admired this author as his book on propaganda techniques of Pretoria. In fact 
Divan Himmelhock was a lawyer and defector from the foreign ministry of the state. 
A tale was told of departmental letter writing that ended up in New Zealand 
publications. These purported to come from New Zealand citizens whereas the same 
worded letters appeared, under the name of Pretoriaís representative in Wellington. - L 



Clarke delegate to 5/85 UN/Commonwealth conference on South Africaís propaganda 
and dis information, London 
 
 
 
The European parliament has been asked to step in to the on going campaign to stop a 
Leeds Chamber of Commerce trade mission visiting South Africa. The regions MEP, 
M Mc Gown, as a member of the budget committee has tabled a written question to 
the parliament, the European Commission and the Council of ministers in Brussels. 
Although the EU does not have the power to stop the mission it is hoped that Bruseels 
will apply political pressure on the London government. It will be for the Thatcher 
administration to but a halt to such  trade mission. 
 
 
 
The recent Anti Apartheid Movement demonstration, outside the Leeds city centre 
offices of the Chamber of Commerce headquarters, saw 24 people arrested by the 
police. The cities Trades Council has promised full support to those detained. 
 
 
 
Wed 13 
 
 
 
As South African Breweries, Murry and Roberts, Tiger Oats, Premier Group and OK 
Bazars, the countries five largest trading companies announce an average profits loss 
of 30% and analysts only foresee an improvement in the companies finances if the 
economy is sufficiently stimulated to enable companies to make profits once again. 
 
 
 
Two black females dies, one in Uppingham in the Cape region, as police opened fire 
on a crowd throwing petrol bombs. Elsewhere the police admit that they have lost the 
publics support. As the deputy police commissioner Major General Wandrag notes 
ìEven those people we used to be able to rely on had dwindled.î Once again the press 
were blamed for this fall in popularity even as they were not present to film this police 
statement. 
 
 
 
Members of the Detained Persons Support Committee have reported ìit is no longer 
practical or possible to record details of the huge number of public violence and the 
related trials which have poured into the courts as a result of police action in every 
corner of the country, from the main centres to the remote villages. ì 
 
 
 
Ending his 14 day visit Sir J Hoskyns, director general of the Britainís Institute of 
Directors, said that reform was inevitable. All sides, English and Afrikaner 



businessmen, agreed that the apartheid system was morally wrong, indefensible and 
economically disastrous. As of this time progress is stalled he said. What is needed, as 
a first step, was the input of ëwise mení who would break the deadlock. 
 
 
 
Fri 15 
 
 
 
Unbeknown to his employers, the Ministry of Defence in London, Simon Beyman 
who is now on unpaid leave to Cape Town University to teach political studies, is said 
to have broken international protocols. When in England he is employed at the Royal 
Military Academy at Sandhurst. He is said to have breached the spirit of an agreement 
that states that there should be no military cooperation with the apartheid state. 
 
 
 
Investigations, by the Anti Apartheid Movement, show that in recent times there was 
an appearance at a counter insurgence conference in Johannesburg. Other speakers 
included Major General A J Wandrag the countries head of the police counter 
insurgency unit. Displayed, and demonstrated, at the venue were a number of military 
anti personel gadgets. 
 
 
 
Both the chairman, Bob Hughes Labour MP Aberdeen N, and secretary M Terry have 
protested by letter to defence secretary Heseltine. The tenure of their letters was the 
accusation that the government repeatedly breaking undertakings to cut of all military 
links with the apartheid state. 
 
 
 
Despite claiming that there are no military links between London and Pretoria, see the 
recent specific undertakings by the Thatcher administration to the recent EEC foreign 
ministers meeting in Luxembourg as well as the Commonwealth Accord statements, 
as to the governments stance. By way of explanation the MODís director of studies 
will seek more information from Beyman when he returns in 1/86 
 
 
 
Despite the best intentions for a peaceful resolution of the mass expulsion of families 
from Langa township (qv 9/11), demolition of 20 shacks has begun. The work was 
carried out by members of the council. To evict the rest of the 426 squatters and move 
them away to the other side of the township, the authorities have gone to the supreme 
court to seek approval. The black majority are just as determined that such a move 
should not be used to force them out as both black and Coloured neighbours live 
peacefully side by side. Residents see no need to create a new Coloured township. 
 
 



 
The production of the Kruggerand, the gold coin that provided much overseas 
investment opportunities, has ceased. The much sought after coin by investors in 
precious metals, and targeted by those opposed to apartheid, has fallen victim to the 
import ban imposed by the United States. In a television report the Pretoria 
government indicated that the sale and export of already produced coins would still be 
available to overseas collectors. 
 
 
 
Despite no final agreement as to the make up of the Eminent Persons Group the 
Commonwealth secretary general, Sony Ramphal, is confident that a full list of names 
will be available within the next seven days. It is foreseen that their work will begin 
within the next six weeks. 
 
 
 
One of Africaís largest hospitals, Baragwanti, in Soweto, has been hit by a strike by 
hospital workers. Much of the police actions came as student nurses refused to work 
as scab labour. As police and hospital security staff baton charged nurses and strikers 
some 600 people were arrested. The daily paid workers were on strike for higher 
wages. 
 
 
 
The strikers has the full backing of the Hospital Workers Association which represents 
the cleaners, porters, messengers, kitchen staff and nursing aids, and point out they 
had been seeking a decent wage for years. 
 
 
 
Speaking to a special session of the Presidents Council, the new level of 
administration that may open its doors to ethnic blacks as told by the president on 
30/9, PW Botha lamented that the campaign to destroy orderly reform had intensified 
at the same time as such measures were being enacted. 
 
 
 
out of course report - Athlone township outside Cape Town was the location for a 
candlelight vigil to show solidarity with detainees and the state of emergency. 
 
 
 
As an act of good faith? the Pretoria appointed administrator of Namibia has said that 
22 long term political prisoners, convicted on terrorism charges, are to be freed from 
jail. All are known to be members of the Swapo liberation movement. 
 
 
 
Sat 16 



 
 
 
Without any independent corroboration, there were no journalists present, the rate of 
township deaths has fallen - as reported by the police - since the exclusion of the 
media (qv 2/11). In the 12 days since journalists have had their remit altered reports 
show that 20 people have died. From the date of the soe, 21/7, to 30/10 daily kill rate 
was 3.4 indicates the South African Institute of Race Relations. Thus these new 
figures show a 1.5 + decline. 
 
 
 
In his overall summing up Major General Wandrag, commander of the police counter 
insurgency unit, notes that the campaign has spread into country towns such as 
Oudishoorn and Cloclan. As recent as 10/11 in Uppington violence has broken out. A 
first for some of these areas. 
 
 
 
Looking at the reasoning behind such township violence the police commander stated 
that by attacking the symbols of authority, police and town council personnel and 
buildings the liberation fighters are aiming to create liberated areas. Once under their 
control the fight can be moved on to the next area and eventually into the white 
suburbs and into the heart of the city. 
 
 
 
The economic measures, which are deemed necessary to accommodate Pretoriaís 
inability to repay its short term bank loans, will have to wait a little longer. The next 
scheduled meeting, On 26/11, has been cancelled by Dr F Leutwiler the former head 
of the International bank of Settlement who was appointed by Pretoriaís director 
general of finance Dr C Stals. 
 
 
 
With any meeting, between apartheids bankers and their financial counterparts from 
the international community, delayed until the new year this tactic and a means of 
hiding the fact that the foreign bankers do not want to be seen as supporting the state 
by agreeing to an extension to the moratorium on repaying Pretoriaís short term debts. 
 
 
 
In the eyes of financial ënotablesíwriting in the Financial Weekly magazine the 
country is in no way able to repay its debt. It can only manage to repay any monies if 
the country has surplus cash in its current account. At this present time South Africa 
has no spare cash. 
 
 
 



out of course report  A senior member of the United Democratic Front, T Manuel, has 
been served with a government banning order. As of now, and for the next five years 
he can attend no public gatherings. As of this time he is in police detention, and being 
held without charge, under security laws. Five other activists released from detention 
this week, without being charged, have also suffered sweeping restrictions to their 
activities. 
 
 
 
Mon 18 
 
 
 
The Baragwath Hospital strike in Soweto (qv 15/11) shows no sign of quietening 
down. If anything, now with 800 striking student nurses and at least 1, 000 auxiliary 
workers withdrawing their labour fears are that it will spread to other parts of the 
hospital and to other medical facilities. Such is the anger of the management that all 
800 have been sacked and members of the Defence Force brought in as a temporary 
work force. 
 
 
 
As the strike continues officials of the Health Workers Association, R Bifmilla 
assistant secretary, is to have meetings with hospital director Dr C van Den Heever. At 
the same time  a meeting between S Nduvo, president of the General and Allied 
Workers Union [Gawu] is trying to be arranged. Both union officials have called for 
the SADF members to be stood down from hospital duties. 
 
 
 
As to the strikers demands : student nurses demand an end to the 8pm curfew and 
recognition of the ìdemocratic organisations î such as a student council which is 
elected by themselves. The porters, cleaners and kitchen staff union demands a wage 
increase. A demand that has been neglected since 1983. 
 
 
 
A still defiant Winnie Mandela remains in a five star Cape Town hotel and shows no 
intention of leaving for her preferred location the barren landscape of the Orange Free 
State. Lawyer Ismail Yakob indicated that there she would remain until Nelson 
Mandela is returned to Pollsmoor Prison. 
 
 
 
Tues 19 
 
 
 
A number of black townships adjacent to Cape Town were the scenes of violence as 
police and residents clashed : both sides took casualties. In Belvile homes of black 



policemen were the target. A grenade attack injured the wife as it was hurled through 
the window of their home. In Guguletu a women was injured as she was visited by a 
white railway policeman.. A police station wall was damaged, in Manenberg, when 
two hand grenades were thrown at it. 
 
 
 
Over a 72 hour period police report that they have killed 12 people, eight died as part 
of a stone and petrol bomb throwing mob, in the Eastern Cape township of 
Queenstown which is one of the consumer boycott - of white owned shops - 
townships. Other persons died in the Ciski township of Zwelitsha. The police 
involved in this incident have been suspended pending investigation.. 
 
 
 
There was no progress in attempts to bring the two sides to an agreement on how to 
end the strike by nurses at the Baragwanath Hospital. Meeting for the first time, with 
HWAís assistant secretary  hospital, director Dr van Heerver saw no need to discuss 
the striking nurses grievances and said that the 800 remained sacked. 
 
 
 
In their refusal to accept that they had been sacked strikers refused to pick up their last 
pay cheque. Having refused to vacate their hospital, residences by 11am, they spent 
their time on the streets singing songs of freedom. This argument over being sacked 
on not being will now go before the supreme court in Johannesburg. The Hospital 
Workers Associationís legal team is to ask for a ruling as to whether Bargwanath 
management can sack its members. 
 
 
 
As to the 700 auxiliary workers they have been, - says the HWA union - at the point of 
the police firearms, forced to accept severance pay. A police spokesman played down 
the firearms element and noted that although they were was an armed presence police 
were only on site to arrest - for trespass - those who remained in the hospitals 
grounds. 
 
 
 
Wed 20 
 
 
 
Support has come, from the senior staff of the Soweto hospital mired in a wage and 
union recognition dispute. A spokesman, for those Bargwanath Hospital employees 
still working, said that they would join those sacked unless the student nurses and 
other workers were not given their jobs back immediately. 
 
 
 



Fear of expulsion, from their township homes is not only being enacted in Langa 
township (qv). There has been recent moves to evict 24 squatter families from 
Leandra location 50 miles east of Johannesburg. Protesting at the evictions those 
affected began attacking nearby property and firebombed the local bottle store Police 
retaliated with volleys of shot gun pellets. As a result three persons, two men and a 
female, were fatally injured. 
 
 
 
Such evictions had been suspended 12 months ago after the 8, 000 strong community 
appealed, and won a reprieve, from the minister of cooperation and development not 
to relocated. It was 14 days ago that this new eviction plan was enacted. Although 
government officials that those being thrown off the land were a new set of squatters 
from those of twelve months ago. 
 
 
 
In Mulungisi township outside Queenstown in the Eastern Cape the four deaths 
reported (qv 19/11) came as the white town council declared, on 7/11, that it had done 
all that it could to attend to the concerns of township residents over the 13/8 black 
consumer boycott of white shops in the town. To continue this boycott policy would 
lead to ìmass unemployment, poverty and suffering of innocent people.î The reported 
deaths were assumed to be the outcome of a battle between the pro and anti boycott 
campaigners. In reality it was an ethnic battle between black and Coloured residents 
who were wavering in their support. 
 
 
 
Thurs 21 
 
 
 
If proof be needed of the police theories of the liberation fighters tactics in the 
townships (qv 16/11) were needed a quick look at police incident reports of violence 
will note that many sites of such outbreaks have not been noted before. 
 
 
 
From Uppington on the edge of the Kalahari Desert in the west to Mulungisi in the 
Eastern Cape new locations are being highlighted regularly. Each incident is triggered 
by a different incident. In one township, in Phelo, police were attacked. In a second, 
Mulungisi, on the border with ëindependentí Transki, the dispute centred on township 
boycott issues.   
 
 
 
In all the above cases, as Major General Wandrag noted (qv 16/11) all the targets were 
ones of authority. Further the outbreaks occurred as the state moved against the UDF 
organisation and banned or imprisoned its leaders. The need to attack the authorities 
and the grievances felt by township residents is part of the wider conflict to ensure the 



end of the apartheid system and a government which includes members of the 
majority community. 
 
 
 
The Presidents Council are urged the scrapping of laws that discriminate against black 
business opportunities. The report, on small business development said all 
businessmen in South Africa should be able to operate without restrictions  on the 
basis of their colour. 
 
 
 
There are now 20, 000 men and 150 tanks of the South African army deployed just 
inside the countries border with Angola. Any such invasion, which would be the 
second - the last one Operation Askari - pulled out in 1983, after trying to assist Unita. 
Some success was noted in 9/85 as air strikes and ground troops fought alongside the 
rebel forces and pushed Luandaís forces back from Mavinga. 
 
 
 
This latest feared incursion was related by Major L Faceira the commander of the 5th 
Politico/military region of Lubango. Information released says 150 tanks, 400 artillery 
pieces, 300 mortars, several hundred armoured personnel carriers and 80 planes and 
helicopters were divided up three Brigades 18 Infantry battalions and 2 landing and 
assault battalions. 
 
 
 
Fri 22 
 
 
 
The black township of Mamalodi, outside Pretoria, erupted in overnight violence. As 
police battled with the rampaging mobs the local paper announced that six people had 
died : four of the dead were women. Two of the victims, who were brought to the 
surgery of Doctor David Isweng, told how one of the elderly women appeared to die 
from the effects of the tear gas used by the police. The second women, Mrs Msisa, 
died as a result of gunshot wounds to her chest. 
 
 
 
The crowd had originally gathered to march on the offices of Mamalodiís mayor to 
protest at recent moves by the council, firstly, to increase house rentals and secondly 
the imposition of restrictions on attendances at funerals of residents caught up in the 
rioting. A third point of confrontation was the presence of  white police and soldiers 
stationed in the township. As the council leader, B Ndlazi, attempted to speak to the 
large crowd he noted the growing anger and ducked down into an armoured police 
vehicle, he was using as a stage, and was then driven away. 
 
 



 
An update, by the police, on the deaths in Mlungisi township outside Queenstown (qv 
19/11) now states that 14 blacks died there. 
 
 
 
There was, from the office of the president, a dismissal of a widely spreading rumour 
that the now hospitalised Nelson Mandela would soon be released from jail on 
compassionate grounds after the all clear, from having his prostrate gland removed, 
was given by doctors at Vloks Hospital in Cape Town. 
 
 
 
One of the countries most senior clerics, the Reverend Beyers Naude chair of the 
South African Council of Churches, stated that in his belief the governments of the 
United States and Britain would be the two most influential international 
administrations as the world who could persuade Pretoria to solve its difficulties with 
the black majority and bring peace to the apartheid state. The cleric spoke as he was in 
Washington. 
 
 
 
As police battle township unrest throughout the country opposition politician, PFP 
leader Dr van Slabbert, is of the opinion that the authorities have no reached for their 
most deadly weapons that are available to them. 
 
 
 
Speaking to the House of Commons foreign affairs committee in London, and under 
cross examination by one of its members, Van Slabbert detailed the three stages that 
the military / police process would travel before the rifles, bombs or helicopter gun 
ships would be deployed in the black townships. The first would be to reach in 
response to continuing pressures from the West. The second would be reaction to the 
spread of black violence to white areas. 
 
 
 
In his opinion, which has been formed at times with hope and other times with 
despair, he notes that the government is working towards reform, is considering its 
options. Of yet there is no clear idea, as yet, of which what the government is moving. 
 
 
 
Norway, a country deeply involved in the anti apartheid struggle, will see its 
telecommunications workers attempt to isolate further the country as they consider 
cutting the telephone cables that link the two countries together. 
 
 
 
Sat 23 



 
 
 
Leaving Nelson Mandela consulting with his lawyer Ismail Yacob from his hospital 
bed in Cape Town, Winnie flies to a funeral in Brandfort. Despite the talks lasting 
over two hours one of the ANCís visitors lawyer; G Bizos, played down speculation 
they were linked with the current release rumours. 
 
 
 
A notable musician, L Bosch a virtuoso classical double bassist, whose father had 
been detained by the security forces in the republic, has been saved from deportation 
after the intervention of his Manchester MP G Kaufman. The 24 year old was ordered 
home after a work permit was refused at the end of his musical training at the Royal 
Northern College of Music in Manchester. The Scottish National Orchestra had 
offered him a post. 
 
 
 
After appealing to home secretary Hurd the employment secretary granted a work 
permit for 12 months after the double bassist won the prestigious won the North west 
arts Young Musician Award. 
 
 
 
Mamalodi deaths now put at 13, which brings the six day death total in the townships 
to thirty people.  The ëdeath by tear gasí victim has been named as Sarah Tefo aged 
63. Police confirmed that is was more than likely the gas canister was fired into the 
crown from a helicopter. The march, organised by the Mamalodi Parents Association, 
accused the police of killing innocent people and shooting into the crowd in an 
indiscriminate fashion. As a group they now demand a meeting with the minister of 
law and order and the release of their president. Louis Khumalo was arrested by 
police after a car chase. 
 
 
 
Leader Comment Release him, and then start talking as this may be the last 
opportunity to do so. Even if Mr Mandela is ìput on board an aircraft, would Pretoria 
see such a move as enough to defuse the current violence or would it be accompanied 
by an offer of talks?î Ideas are needed by president Botha and not just recurring bouts 
of repression or ìnebulous promises.î Twelve months ago a release would have caused 
to world to sit up and wait for ìreal developments.î As this did not happen impatience 
has grown. What is needed, from president Botha, is an imaginative stroke - an 
unconditional talks - say. However he is ìnot given to imaginative thinking.î 
 
 
 
Whether such a move is a face saving, in the eyes of the international community or a 
ìsurrender to lawlessness in the eyes of the Afrikaner right wing Mr Both has the 



worst of both worlds by making promises which have not satisfied African or foreign 
opinion but have alarmed the Right.î 
 
 
 
The best way forward - ìend decades of imprisonment for an elderly man but follow 
this ... gesture with an invitation to the African majority to choose its leaders for the 
negotiations that have been promised. ..... Opening the cell door is not enough what is 
needed is an old fashioned dose of political opportunism.î 
 
 
 
Letter  Louis Mahoney British Actors Equity a referendum vote should see of 
a union rule change that would not allow the apartheid state to dictate the ethnenicity 
of audiences that members perform to. 
 
 
 
Sun 24 
 
 
 
Tight lipped Manelaís lawyers have left him to be returned to Pollsmoor Prison 
outside Cape Town. There will be ongoing negotiations about an impending release 
within the next few months. In a move, deemed significant, the prisoner had a two 
hour talk with prison governor Brigadier F Munroe before his lawyers took over. 
Speaking of her talks with husband Nelson Winnie Mandela spelled out that exile in 
Lusaka or to the Transki were not on. They were not to be used as  places to ìdump 
him there against hiss will.î 
 
 
 
In all it seems the governments attitudes to this ëfirst familyí have changed 
dramatically in the last few weeks. Winnie continues to ignore orders to return to 
Brandfort on a permanent basis and her husband is still in hospital well after the time 
he could have been discharged. 
 
 
 
A drastic plan from the Cubans, who are seeking the approval of the Soviet Union, is 
that Fidel Castroís army should declare war on Pretoria. Such a drastic move indicate 
military sources in Havana will protect the vital economic sources that both Angola 
and Namibia. Thus saving vital sources of export earnings for the newly independent 
countries that would ensue. Also feared by the Cubans are the loss of current export 
markets to existing markets of South Africaís neighbours is a good enough reason to 
put an end to the whites only regime at the foot of the African continent. 
 
 
 



As De Beers, the mining conglomerate, has free range to extract precious stones from 
Namibia profits slip out of the hands of the Namibibian nation. The company is 
siphoning the profits back to Pretoria. This rake off, through the front company 
Diamond Purchasing, takes a 10% handling charge on export gems. This van be worth 
£50m per year to De Beers. Britain and officials in Windhoek are on the case. 
 
 
 
Speaking before Judge J P Thiron, who heads a inquiry into the countries diamond 
industry, Fred Roussouw, evaluator of the Diamond Board of South West Africa 
[Namibia] tells why the Diamond Purchasing Company was set up. Its whose reson de 
tare was to avoid the profit tax levied in London. The authorities, mining minister A 
Shipinga is now working out how to stop such a loophole on money that should be 
used for the benefit if the country. In London the Inland Revenue has already lost out, 
in 1970ís, as De Beers moved out their diamond selling to Switzerland to avoid 
British tax. 
 
 
 
With any ëall out warí fought against the apartheid state by Cuba and it ally there are 
a number of inherent dangers to this plan The USA may withdraw from current talks 
with the Soviets on nuclear disarmament. 
 
 
 
Rebuttal re engage with the Soviets once peace in southern Africa has been restored. 
 
 
 
South Africa would concentrate all its military might against the front line states 
 
 
 
Rebuttal Current thinking would be that the Front Line states would rather go through 
a short sharp shock than the long drawn out economic confrontations that a long 
disruption would bring. 
 
 
 
America might attack near neighbour Cuba. 
 
 
 
Rebuttal  in the view of Havana this war would be justified as Pretoria continues to 
mount attacks on neighbouring countries. This alone is a violation of United Nations 
agreements. 
 
 
 
Pretoria might use  nuclear weapon. 



 
 
 
Rebuttal Cuban intelligence indicates that at this time Pretoria does not own one. It is 
better to have this war now than wait until South Africa does have one. 
 
 
 
The rational thinking is that the Soviets will veto such a plan as war would be too 
expensive and their intelligence services indicate that there is a nuclear capacity 
hidden away. 
 
 
 
An investigation into the newspaper coverage before and after journalists were 
banˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇ
ˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇ
ˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇ
ˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇ
ˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇˇ
ˇned from the townships (qv 2/11) shows that on a 21 day period on either side of the 
expulsion date front page and column inch coverage has fallen in both the broadsheets 
and the tabloids. In these two periods the number of deaths, reported by the police, 
were 37 and 58 respectively. 
 
 
 
This diarist writes - over this six week period the above contents have been sourced 
from, as always the Guardian or the Sunday Times. 
 
 
 
The Guardian had 7 front page reports with 684 total column inches before journalists 
were excluded. Afterwards 6 front page stories using 492 column inches throughout 
the paper. In the case of the Sunday Times : before the ban 749 column inches were 
devoted to incidents and in the 21 days after the ban only 259 column inches devoted 
to the apartheid struggle. 
 
 
 
The widespread attack on activities of whites in South Africa, who while not actively 
supporting the struggle is being orchestrated by a boycott campaign that is particularly 
being felt in the world of sport, the furore over the antics of athlete Zola Budd, and 
the academic world - note the attacks persons who wish to attend scientific 
conferences outside the state. They are not welcome. Organisers have been pressured 
into ëuninvitingí them. 
 
 
 



Arguments put forward that because the country is made up of many different ethnic 
groups and languages  - Zulu 5, 42, 000 and 200 tribes. Whites 4, 454, 000. Dutch - 
Afrikaans English and French, Greek, German, Portuguese Italians tailed by the 
Rhodesian whites. Xhosa nation with 2, 685, 000, Coloureds 2, 556, 000, North Sotho 
2, 265, 000. South Sotho 1, 793, 000. Tswana 1, 216, 000. Shangaan > 890, 000. 
Asians 780, 000. Venda 185, 000 divided into 27 distinct tribes. 
 
 
 
There are four major African languages and 23 minor ones spoken. While the country 
has a population of 4.8m tribal homelands such as the Transkie house 2.5m or Venda 
which has a population of 258, 000 are of some concern to the government in 
Pretoria. 
 
 
 
Mon 25 
 
 
 
As one leader of a guerilla movement is sent back to jail so another is freed and then 
immediately deported. Much has ben written about the hoped for release of ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela and now safely under lock and key in Pollsmoor Prison over 
recent times. Not so the ultra right saboteur freed from Pretoriaís maximum security 
prison within the last 48 hours. 
 
 
 
Massimo Bollow has been out of circulation for the past four years after being 
convicted of planting bombs at multi racial drive in cinemas, the Institute of Race 
Relations and two Afrikaner reformist academic institutions. He was sentenced to 10 
years in jail. 
 
 
 
As things stand at the moment : good lines of communications with the government 
are established from Nelson Mandela to prison governor Brigadier F Munroe and to 
the head of the department of prisons Colonel van Vuuren and onward up to 
government ministers. 
 
 
 
Options : release of Mandela under a banning order, thus restricting his movements 
and then having him stay in a distant location - ëout of sight out of mindí - or release 
him unconditionally. The first option has already been tried with a past PAC leader. 
On the release of Robert Sobukwe from Robben Isle in 1969 has already refused an 
offer of exile abroad and died in internal exile 1978.  As of now the mood of the 
majority of the oppressed population, the black element, has shifted. No way could 
any leader follow this course of action and still keep his credibility. 
 



 
 
 
 
SOUTH AFRICAíS MINERALS * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Source Mineral Bureau 1981 
 
 
 
Letter   S J Saunders Vice Chancellor : Principal University of Cape Town PO 
Box Rondebosch 7700 Cape Town South Africa a historical look at the academic 
boycott n the light of the current attempts for such when next the World 
Archaeological Congress meets meet. 
 
 
 
Tues 26 
 
 
 
The supreme court has ruled in favour of the striking student nurses and auxiliary 
workers sacked from the Baragwanth Hospital in Soweto (qv). It ruled that all must be 
reinstated without loss of benefits. Of those who have now got there jobs back 900 
were nurses and 800 porters, cooks and others day wage workers who walked out on 
13/11. In his judgement, Judge Goldstone, criticised hospital superintendent Heever 
for his approach to the dispute. There was no attempt to identify specific striking 
nurses which should have had an individual hearing. Rather all student nurses were 
classed as being in dispute. 
 
 
 
Emigration figures, provided by the pro government Citizen newspaper, show that in 
7 and 8/ 85  the net loss of resident was 512 as more left than entered over this 8 week 
period. The paper puts this down to the riots and troubles that has left 930 lives lost in 
the last 22 months. 
 
 
 
The final composition of the Eminent Persons Group (qv) has been settled. Co chaired 
by the former Australian prime minister Frazer and O Obasanjo a former military 
head of the Nigerian government 1976 - ë79. Members Lord Barber, Archbishop Scott 
Anglican Bishop of Canada. J Malecela a former foreign minister of Tanzania. Dame 



N Barrow of Barbados the president of the World Council of Churches. Taking the 
last position is a former foreign minister of India Sardar S Singh. 
 
 
 
The group will hold its first meeting within four weeks and it is hoped that its report 
and recommendations are finalised by 6/86. 
 
 
 
An outed cleric - who resigned his post on 15/11 - the Reverend M Castle Anglican 
Dean of Johannesburg, has accursed the police of using his homosexuality to try and 
recruit him as an informer. They would have kept his ëcrimeí under wraps if he would 
cooperate with the security forces. 
 
 
 
The claim was made in court where the cleric was fined £150 /R600 for ìperforming 
an unnatural sex act.î During a sermon by Bishop Tutu on 24/11 reference was made 
to the trial as being of a political nature and intended to bring discredit on the church.  
Castle was praised for not doing as the police suggested and thereby save his 
reputation. 
 
 
 
Paris is to be the venue for a 36 nation conference to increase national and economic 
pressure on the apartheid state. As part of the African - French summit head of 
government from 9 black African states and members of the Commonwealth will 
concentrate on this issue. The Paris government has always taken a strong line against 
Pretoria since its election in 1981. 
 
 
 
Wed 27 
 
 
 
Noting the similarities, the high number of deaths in a single township incident, as 
there was in Langa township (qv), Pretoria Council of Churches is to mount its own 
investigation. As the chairman of the Council Nico Smith points out, after the 
government refused a judicial inquiry, as well as the 13 dead over 100 people were 
injured. Support for such an investigation came from the Pretoria News which said 
any inquiry would, as the Kanneremeyer Inquiry in 3/85 had done, dispel rumours 
that the actual death toll was much higher than the official one. Once and for all the 
claims, and counter claims, of the numbers of dead and injured would be verified. At 
this time police and witness statements vary as to how the incident unfolded. 
 
 
 



Reporting on their recent visit to the tip of the African continent nine clerics have 
presented their report to the autumn congress of the British Council of Churches.  
There was criticism of the London government for not being more accurately 
informed about conditions within the country. 
 
 
 
The main recommendation was putting in place targeted sanctions. These restrictions 
should include bans on new investment and selective withdrawal of current ones that 
cover the costs of new technology. Also stopping imports and an end to loan facilities 
should be considered. 
 
 
 
Others who were part of the delegation of 8/85 noted : that the British ambassador 
failed to show them any contact with black opinion. - Mildred Neville ; representing 
the Catholic Archbishop of Westminster Cardinal Hume 
 
 
 
ìThere is to strong a bond of self interest between the South African business 
community and British business. Reverend J Wilkie ; Church of Scotland 
 
 
 
 Thus 28 
 
 
 
Hard on the heels of the Council of Churches decision to investigate the Mamalodi 
killings (qv 27/11) the United Democratic Front are to encourage residents of five 
townships adjacent to Pretoria to boycott white owned shops in the town. Among 
those to be targeted are Grankua and Mabopane which both lie inside the 
ëindependent homelandí of Bophuthatswana. 
 
 
 
UDF officials also noted that since the soe was introduced, although Mamalodi is not 
located in one of the 36 magistrates districts affected, 46 black people have died in 
locations around Pretoria. The majority of these deaths have occurred in Mamalodi 
itself. Speaking to those gathered Father S Mkhatshwa, secretary of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference and a patron of the civil rights movement, said the state was in 
the middle of a civil war. One side had sophisticated weapons while the other had 
ìtotal commitment to liberation.î Witness statements, produced, by 14 observers of the 
march, note that tear gas was lobbed from helicopters and then police on the ground 
immediately opened fire into the peaceful marchers. 
 
 
 



With the announcement, by the Commonwealth secretary general, of the composition 
of the Eminent Persons Group there has been a cautious welcome from the apartheid 
stateís foreign minister Pik Botha. While welcoming there commitment the minister 
said that they would only be welcomed if they showed genuine interest in ascertaining 
the facts of the situation in the country. The second proviso was an understanding that 
by being allowed observer tights the seven had no right to interfere with the stateís 
internal affairs. 
 
 
 
The government in Pretoria, by this welcome statement, has softened its attitude to 
outside interference in its internal affairs. Initially the foreign minister scoffed at any 
attempt from outsiders to help in the reform process. It seems that the 8/85 visit of the 
troika of EEC foreign ministers has influenced the current ëwelcomingí of the 
Commonwealth Seven. 
 
 
 
The chairman of Barcleys Bank, an institution which in the past has shown strong 
support for the regime in Pretoria, criticised the authorities in Pretoria for their 
slowness in dismantling of apartheid. Speaking to bank branch managers, at a London 
dinner, Sir Tim Bevin noted that the repressive system was ìrepugnant, wrong, 
repressive, unchristian and unworkable.î 
 
 
 
It is known that Oxfam, in the recent past, had announced that it would close the 
charities account with the bank. Also the chairman said that officials had met with 
members of the exiled ANC and with Chief Buthelezie who was described as a ìgreat 
believer in foreign investment.î Already the bank has reduced its stake in its apartheid 
subsidy, Barclays Bank of South Africa to 40%. 
 
 
 
Fri 29 
 
 
 
As the trouble in the townships spreads out, and into nearby the large urban centres 
the weaponry that members of the ANC use has become more sophisticated. In the 
most recent action, a rocket attack on a strategic oil plant in the town of Secunda was 
the target. Located 75 miles east of Johannesburg guerillas used a 122m rocket in an 
attempt to blow up vital oil from coal industrial plant. Police report that there was no 
damage. The security forces tracked three persons, assumed to be responsible, to the 
border of Swaziland where they died in a gun battle. 
 
 
 
Other incidents reported in recent times a mine explodes, near the northern border 
with Zimbabwe and a black tractor driver is killed. In recent times, with seven other 



people - including four military personnel - injured by mines, Pretoria has accused the 
liberation movement of using the land north of the River Limpopo as a base from 
which to attack the apartheid state. In this state deemed as a ratcheting up of military 
actions four suspected guerillas, laid up in a house in Bophuthatswana, were killed 
when police fire initiated an explosion of an arms cache inside the dwelling. 
 
 
 
Authorities in Harare deny Pretoriaís claims and the heads of government of the Front 
Line States, meeting in the Zimbabwe capital condemned any threat made by the 
SADF to invade the country after the land mine injuries running along the northern 
borderís defence zone. 
 
 
 
Natal University was the venue that 36 black workers unions came together as one 
unified body. After four years of inter union negotiations it is thought that the 
Congress of South African Trade Unions [Cosatu] will be voted into existence. 
 
 
 
Much in evidence, as security guards on the door of the student hall, were former 
workers of British owned BTR - Samcol factory in the nearby township of 
Mpophomeni, where some 950 workers were sacked after a dispute over union 
recognition. 
 
 
 
With the hall decorated with two prominent proclamations : Unity in Strength , 
written in Zulu, Sotho and English and One Country One Federation the newly 
formed federation, with a potential membership of half a million, is to throw its 
support behind a national strike of union members at the CNA - Gallo company. The 
50, 000 workforce, members of the Commercial Catering and Allied Workers Union 
[CCAWUSA] are calling for higher wages. Overall ownership of this food industry 
manufacturer is the Premier Group. It is noted that the chairman T Bloom was one of 
a number of business leaders who defied president Botha and met the ANC in Lusaka 
in 8/85. 
 
 
 
Such a coming together of the black wok force is likely to breed alarm in the already 
existing Federation of South African Trade Unions [Fosatu] With the emerging Cosatu 
pledged to campaign on issues outside the place of work and  the Federation 
seemingly only involving itself in factory issues politics has now officially entered the 
work place. 
 
 
 
As Cosatu is an open union, in terms of colour and race, the 11 trade unions 
represented by the Council of South African Unions and the nine affiliated to the 



Anzanian Federation of Trade Unions will not be represented. The twenty 
organisations believe in a ëblack leadershipí rather than non racism. 
 
 
 
A full statement, from the headquarters of the ANC in Lusaka, make it clear that the 
military wing Umkhonto we Sizwe were wholly responsible for the rocket attack on 
the oil from coal plant outside Johannesburg. It took three hours for the contact, 
between the guerillas and members of the security forces to make occur 120 miles 
away. It was the three liberation fighters who made the first contact. The statement 
also indicated that the UKís forces had laid the mines, in the north of the country, 
ìbecause there was irrefutable evidence that the South African Defence force had been 
building up its strength along the border. 
 
 
 
At the same time as rumours abound that the apartheid state could see an invasion by 
those military forces that are assisting the Angolon government (qv 24/11) the 
American assistant secretary of state for African Affairs has been in deep conversation 
with Luandaís interior minister. Doctor Crocker met with Kito Rodrigues over a two 
day period in the Zambian capital Lusaka. The main topic up for discussion was a 
possible timetable for the withdrawal of the 30, 000 Cuban troops who are fighting 
alongside government troops against the Unita rebels. 
 
 
 
With Washington, in he grip of Republican hard liners and Democratic foreign policy 
hawks are urging the administration to go public on the ëwaiting ë $27bn fund off non 
military assistance being offered to Jonas Savimbiís rebels. The more right wing 
legislators,  on Capital Hill, would also hope a similar amount to be made available 
for the purchase of military equipment to be used by Unita. As of this time such 
moves have been deemed to sensitive for the administration to admit to. 
 
 
 
Leader Comment A scrum of lowered eyes as the executive board of the Rugby 
Football Union meet to discuss a 1986 British Lions tour. Even with earlier 
soundings, which echo a 1983 vote that sent players to the country a favourable vote 
off 44 : 6 to carry on down such a path would fly in the face of many campaigners - 
ìStop the world we want to get on,îshould be the committees motto. 
 
 
 
With the cricket and football sports not entertaining the thought of playing teams from 
the republic. It would seem that the difference between these two is that Rugby is 
seen, by its participants anyway, as an amateur sport and is of the status of not mixing 
sport with politics. ìA refusal to tour would bring into the open the many financial 
interests ready and willing to pay players to tour ..... that the amateur game would 
die.î 
 



 
 
ìDelaying the discussion .... only adds to the word wide feeling that there are too 
many apologists for apartheid in Britain.î 
 
 
 
Sat 30 
 
 
 
Rock and Roll is coming to the fore in the battle against the apartheid regime. More 
and more musical artists are focusing the power of music to spread the word about the 
evils of the present regime. 
 
 
 
Hugh Masakela, The Red Skins, United Artists against Apartheid, The Specials, 
Afrika Bambaataa, Bono, Bob Dylan, Bruce Springstein, Jimmi Cliffe, Bobby Womak 
are some of the artists who have pledged not to perform in South Africa at this time. 



DECEMBER 1985 
 
 
Sun 1 
 
The formation of the Congress of South African Trade Unions (qv 29/11) is being 
seen as being as important for the working man as when the unions took on the 
government in the former Communist run Poland. The Solidarity Union gave workers 
power to all people. It will be the executives hope that, six years after blacks were 
given the right to form trade unions, Cosatu will change the face of politics in South 
Africa. 
 
Already well versed in work related disputes, as individual unions, a united union 
movement is well placed to have an influence on the political struggle ahead. With 
member unions deeply entrenched in the industries that provided the apartheid states 
economic wealth Cosatu members are well placed to force changes through all aspects 
of the nations life. 
 
The one point of conjecture is whether Congress has a figurehead person that can 
mould all other committee members towards a progressive of mind set. This person, 
opinion states, needs to be a ëcharismatic personí with the human touch. One already 
noted, with these elements, is Cyril Ramaphosa, the legally trained head of the 
National Union of Mineworkers. 
 
Under Cosatuís collaboration with the UDF and other political movements a joint 
leadership of the countries largest black affiliated union organisation has chosen on a 
collective leadership. Elijah Barayi aged 60 vice president of the NUM and J Naidoo 
of the 12, 000 strong Sweet, Food and Allied Workers Union are possible candidates 
for the top job. 
 
It has now emerged that the talks about the release of Nelson Mandela (qv 24/11) 
were not direct talks between his lawyers and the authorities. What has occurred are 
ëserious discussionsí rather than formal negotiations. These are between the ANC 
leader, his legal team and elements within the government who are serious about his 
release. 
 
A reconstruction, in words and drawings, as the television cameras and reporters were 
excluded by police from the Mamalodi township riot. Questions that cannot now, be 
answered without fair assessment : are why did the police loose control : was there 
any provocation - a stone throwing crowd - before they tear gassed and then fired on 
the crowd :why was the mayor allowed to speak from atop a military vehicle : was 
their tear gas and bullets fired fro helicopters? 
 
An understanding of events - The march, with mainly a female make up, had the 
intention of calling for a decrease in the rents, the council members to resign, a lifting 
of police restrictions that surrounded the funerals of unrest victims and the call for 
troops to leave the township that is home to 250, 000 people. There message to the 
police Please Donít Shoot Us We Donít Want to Fight was emblazoned on their 
banners. Picking up a police escort, before crossing a bridge, they then congregated to 
hear words from mayor from Z Ndlazi. It was as youths pushed to the front, much to 



the disquiet of the marchers, that troops on the ground there discharged gas canisters 
among them. Hostel guards, on the buildings roof, then fired and killed four. 
 
The initial 4, 000 women marchers had by this time swelled to between 30 - 50, 000 
demonstrators. After 40 minuets of confusion clashed began. People were trapped 
against the council wire fence and a 70 year old women was shot in the back. Any 
number of people were wounded as they tried to flee the scene leaving shoes and 
handbags scattered over the area. 
 
Two attempts, by a British and then an American TV crew, were made to enter the 
township. On the ground the British crew were ëforcibly escorted outí by the police. 
The Americanís efforts to film from above the township was thwarted by a police 
helicopter as it forced their light plane away from the scene. 
 
A leading member of the South African Catholic bishops conference, secretary 
general Father S Mkhatshwa, notes the similarities to the actions that the people of 
Langa (qv) and Uitenhage took recently even as the press were there. ìBlacks are not 
demonstrating to get TV and press coverage but to express there anger and frustration  
The women at Mamalodi did not even tell the press about their march.î Even white 
opposition MP P Soal, doubted that the press were the cause of the disturbance. ìThe 
police seem hell bent on going about their business as they see fit.î It is also his 
opinion that the police were not issued with the correct anti riot equipment. 
 
Mon 2 
 
A pledge, from the newly elected president of the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions, Elijah Barayi, ìCosatu gives Botha six months to get rid of passes. If that does 
not take place we will burn the passes of the black man... I want to give P W Botha a 
last warning to get rid of the pass laws and to withdraw the troops from the townships 
before the country burns.î 
 
With a strong link to the African National Congress the new president could be in 
mind to rekindle an association with its part heir : the South African Congress of 
Trade Unions [Sactu]. This ëabandonedí associate of the ANC was never banned. It 
fell into disuse as its officials were members of the liberation movement and had to 
move out of reach of the government. 
 
Spelling out the aims of Cosatu, this former president of the National Union of 
Mineworkers addressed the crowd in Xhosa which was then translated into Sotho 
English and Afrikaans noted that Congressís aims were to nationalise the mines and 
later some of the large businesses. On the issue of the imposition of sanctions he 
noted ìBlacks have starved since 1652 [the date whites started to settle in South 
Africa]. Cosatu is therefore in favour of sanctions.î In a reference to Chief Buthelezie, 
a known opponent of sanctions, he asked what use is a homeland leader who spends 
time away from his people to spread the word that sanctions do not work. 
 
The rise of the multi union organisation sees the demise of the Federation of South 
African Trade Unions [Fosatu] after five years of existence. In four of the 5 years its 
executive ensured good conditions for its eight affiliate union members. It was only in 



the last 12 months that Fosatu became more political and took up the conflicts 
between black and white workers. 
 
The post of general secretary has come down to J Naidoo the Indian leader of the 
Sweet, Food and Allied Workers Union. In this way members can show that the union 
is run on multi racial lines, with the majority being black although there were a few 
whites at the inaugural congress. 
 
A result of the two year sabbatical from his position at the Royal Military Academy 
by MOD official S Bayham that caused the MP and leading light of the Anti 
Apartheid Movement (qv 15/11) Bob Hughes to protest has seen a him comment on 
police tactics. The article, in the Johannesburg Star quotes ìIf the police are to deal 
successfully with the stages of escalating civil unrest then perhaps a new paramilitary 
unit should be established. 
 
Other remarks, from Dr Bayham that have found favour with the authorities in 
Pretoria, such that they have been quoted in parliament by defence minister Malan 
ìthis is not the moment to imperil the South African Defence Forceís operational 
capabilitiesî are the gist of the argument that those opposed to the regime see as 
showing that the British are breaking numerous  agreement, UN and EEC, not to have 
any military links with the apartheid state. 
 
Tues 3 
 
A promised Rugby Football Union tour by the British Lions, scheduled for 1986, has 
been cancelled by the authorities in Pretoria. In the words of Danny Craven, president 
of the South African Rugby Board, the invitation has been withdrawn ì in the interests 
of rugby footballî and to ensure good relationships, with the British Lions, are 
maintained for the future. Opinion here is that the tour was stopped to avoid Pretoria 
feeling rejected as pressure mounted for the tour to be cancelled. 
 
Anti Apartheid Movementís in London and across the Irish Sea, welcomed the 
decision. The Welsh RU secretary ëwas not surprised.í The chair of the four Home 
Unions Committee feels disappointed and thought the decision was made too early. 
Minister of Sport Dick Tracy was pleased by the decision 
 
The 900 delegates, from the 34 affiliated unions of Cosatu are all fully committed to 
supporting a world wide disinvestment policy as a means to end the ìracist anti 
democratic and anti worker,î policies of the government. As with so many other anti 
apartheid  organisations, both internal and overseas campaigners, delegates called for 
an end to the soe, inward investment, release of all political prisoners and the repeal 
of race based laws. The new executive, with six members, followed these lines except 
a call for the end of the soe within the next 4 weeks. 
 
The funerals of 12 of the 13 that died in Mamalodi township are expected to be 
watched over by members of the western diplomatic corps when they take place. 
 
With the cancellation, by the South African authorities, of the planned Rugby Football 
Union tour by the British Lions, it is felt that host - Danny Craven - will have 
somethingíup his sleeveí to fill the vacant dates in the Springbok calendar in 1986. 



 
Well entwined with the sports management authorities of English and Welsh Rugby 
the former physical education director of Stellenbosch University Craven keeps up his 
appearances at the East India Club, location of the English Rugby Union annual 
meetings, Twickenham and Cardiff Arms Park and other venues of rugby importance 
throughout the country. Dr Craven will already be working on an initiative to fill the 
dates vacated by by South African Rugbyís withdrawal of playing dates. 
 
In relevance to the issue a of sport seemingly supporting apartheid the question must 
be asked will there be an invitation to individual overseas nations players to fill the 
stadium with spectators that will now cheer on the home team against a bunch of 
world class, but in essence a rebel team? 
 
On the wider sporting field  : the competitor governments of the Commonwealth 
Games, due for Edinburgh within the next 12 months, will some what be mollified by 
this decision. It is more than likely that the black African nations, along with others, 
would boycott this four yearly event if the rugby tour took place. It would not be the 
first time that a rugby had not provoked an athletic boycott. In 1976 22 black African 
nations, along with a number of white nations, walked away from the Montreal 
Olympic Games after New Zealand began a tour of the state 
Wed 4 
 
Not only were foreign government representatives at the grave sides of 12 of the 13 
who died in Mamalodi township (qv 23/11). Joining them, and by so doing breaching 
her banning order, was Winnie Mandela. Attending the funeral and afterwards in the 
local stadium she vowed before a crowd of 4, 000, 50 000 had attended the funerals, 
that ìthe blood of our heros will be avenged.î 
 
Also at the grave side were politicians and controversial clerics. Helen Suzman MP 
said that ìwe are convinced that the state of emergency has done nothing to restore 
peace in South Africa. The government must lift the state of emergency and release all 
the detainees.î Well known ëthorn in the sideí cleric Dr Nico Smith of the black 
branch of the Dutch Reform Church [NGK] demanded ìthat the whole country has to 
mourn. The reason for that is life has become so cheap in our country ... the churches 
all over the land have to cry out loud, have to protest about what is going on.î 
 
Coincidentally at the same time president Botha ordered that the soe restrictions be 
lifted from eight magisterial districts. Five of the ëfreed districtsí are located in the 
Eastern Cape from which the president indicated that the ìrevolutionary climate is 
loosing its momentum.î Also in this area of the country the possibility of a lessening 
of the consumer boycott  is being negotiated over in Port Elizabeth. One effect has 
seen the troops that have been stationed in adjacent townships have left. This was a 
key demand of the white Chamber of Commerce and its opposite number in the 
locations. 
 
Leader Comment Mamelodi and Cosatu Such a dilemma for the peoples of South 
Africa, whites : loss of a touring Rugby Football Union team. For the majority  : ìthe 
multiple funerals of the victims of Mamalodi - a jarringly musical name for the worst 
bloodbath since Langa.î There was little trouble among the 50, 000 strong crowd as 



the funerals ìpassed off with little incident because the police showed rare wisdom by 
virtually staying out of site.î 
 
Of greater significance ìfor the near future is the formation of the largest trade union 
federation in the history of the republic .... Cosatu .... sprang to life fully armed with a 
list of goals and demands of an unspeakably political nature.î  These demands are no 
different from the United Democratic Front or the banned African National Congress. 
 
This new federation ìand the no less sweeping demands of other union groups show a 
new readiness to consider the strike weapon, just as the unrest and the foreign 
repugnance are driving the Rand through the floor. The economic Achilles heel of 
apartheid is increasingly laid bare .......... a frontal assault on the wallet looks the best 
route to the negotiating table . No need to be violent .... ì 
 
Thurs 5 
 
A quickening of the pace of restrictive trade measures, imposed by himself, has been 
made by Bishop Tutu at a gathering of clerical leaders in Harare. Before the eighty 
five delegates to the World Council of Churches, from Africa, Europe and North 
America the Bishop of Johannesburg set his own campaigning date 4/86, after which 
he will promote the campaign to impose sanctions on Pretoria. 
 
In an earlier announcement the Bishop had indicated that Pretoriaís ëwindow of 
opportunityí to improve the lives of the non whites was eighteen months. His catalyst 
for change was the decision,  by the heads of government at the Commonwealth 
Conference (qv 10/85) who adopted this window of opportunity. 
 
ìWe who are trying to still advocate a reasonable peaceful solution to the crisis in our 
land are rapidly becoming an irrelevance. We have our credibility being eroded 
because, quite rightly, the young people say ëwhat have you to show?í and I said for 
myself , If I were young I would have rejected Bishop Tutu long ago. Because when 
we speak peace, they [the South African government] speak rubber bullets, live 
bullets, tear gas, dogs, detention and death.î 
 
Despite the repeal of the inter racial sex and marriage act the liaison of a 55 year old 
white man and a 16 year old Coloured woman has upset their neighbours in 
Villiersdorp east of Cape Town. Being designated a ëwhites only ë area the two have 
been forced to leave. Commenting on his expulsion, and now regarded by the 
authorities as a black, Pierre Ackerman said ìwe make some of the most foolish laws 
in the world.î 
 
The vehicle that was transporting the minister of constitutional development and 
planning, Chris Henius, through the streets of Soweto was attacked by a person 
throwing a hand grenade. Two persons were detained by police. The role of the 
minister is an important one at this time. As of this time the minister is deep into 
finding a formula to accommodate the political aspirations of black people living 
outside the homelands. 
 
It could be said that the authorities are becoming increasingly concerned as incidents 
in the townships and the larger cities. In the recent past 6, 000 police were brought 



back from the border areas and located where the known trouble spots are. By 4/85 
the 9, 000 railway police will become available for duty in the townships. Thus taking 
away their sense of independence. 
 
State radio - comments on the newly formed Confederation of South African Trade 
Unions by suggesting the mass union was in effect a front for the ANC. ìThe 
functions that give a trade union the right of self existence - negotiating better 
conditions of service, higher wages and a fairer dispensation - will obviously take 
second place in Cosatu. This organisation with its declared aim of standing in for the 
ANC is, under the guise of a trade union movement , intent on furthering the aims of a 
banned organisation, namely making the country ungovernable.î 
 
An inside America, from a British perspective, on the support that may or may not be 
offered to the government of Pretoria and the rebel Unita forces, as the time runs out 
for the USA to decide on its inspired policy of constructive engagement. 
 
As is already known Chester Crocker, assistant under secretary of state for African 
affairs, has had a meeting with dos Santos the president of Angola within the last 7 
days. These talks occurred on the eve of the MPLAís second Marxist Congress where 
no doubt other topics of concern were uppermost in delegates minds. 
 
From ëon the hillí observations in Washington it would seem to be in favour of 
supporting the apartheid stateís support for the Unita rebels. The question still to 
answered is how much help and in what form is it given? Another danger, and this 
time one of international importance, is the reaction of the Soviet Union. Would it let 
one of its ëclient states,í Angola, fall into the hands of its noted opponentís client 
state. The battle between America and the Soviet Union played out on the battlefields 
of Africa : a possibility too horrible to contemplate in a sane world. 
 
In the eyes of one of Americas foremost anti apartheid campaigners, Randal Robinson 
of the pressure group Transafrica the conflict is being portrayed to the people not as 
one against injustice to people. Rather the conflict is one between capitalism versus 
communism in Angola. 
 
Fri 6 
 
In a move destined to bring the black majority population into the property owning 
society changes are to be made to the Black Urban Areas Act. Under the new 
proposals people will be able to own their own home whether they live in a 
designated black area or not. 
 
In previous times property could only be owned on a lease, whether it be for 30 or 99 
years, in the area in which they  had been domiciled for at least 10 years. If, for 
whatever reason, they were forced to move away - re location - they would forfeit 
their ownership rights on their previous home. Once they, had been settled, in their 
new home it would be 10 years or more before owning a home would become 
possible again. 
 
Minister of constitutional development and planning, C Henius, speaking in Soweto 
and ignoring a grenade attack on his transport through the townships streets, indicated 



that of the black population of 24m 75% will be eligible to own their own home. As to 
the 6m who live in the homelands they, at present, will not qualify. To become a home 
owner that would have to emigrate back into the state. 
 
Leading campaigner, Shena Duncan of the Black Sash organisation, that as the degree 
of poverty in the urban areas is of such magnitude there is little hope that owning their 
own home is high on their list of priorities. Home ownership will be only available to 
the few rich people living in the countryside. The rights campaigner noted that the 
urban rich will now join with township dwelling clergy, lawyers, doctors and teachers 
who are exempted from the Black Urban Areas Act. 
 
Reaction, S Kgame president of the Urban Councils Association of South Africa 
property ownership ìwill be a stabilising factor. People knowing they own property 
will not burn and destroy it.î G Wauchope vice president of the Anzanian Peoples 
Organisation with this move Pretoria is ìshifting responsibility for control of the 
unrest on to people it knows it will maintain the status quo. The struggle is still about 
repossession of the land. Nothing short of it will suffice.î 
 
Exhausted after her many clashes with the authorities, and the fear of being returned 
into exile Winnie Mandela is now resting in hospital 48 hours after being a main 
speaker at the funeral of 12 after disturbances in Mamalodi township. 
 
Recent trips to Lusaka and Maputo by foreign minister Pik Botha have convinced 
observers that the government are seeking a home in exile for Nelson Mandela. While 
he would be welcomed by the Zambian or the president of Mozambique any prospect 
of exile as a condition of release was up to the jailed liberation leader. 
 
Such moves, and whatever indications over the preceding months in government 
anger at various groups who have defied authority and spoken with the exiled ANC, 
are designed to facilitate the release of Mandela. Whatever the president may say in 
public in private government officials are desperate to talk with the African National 
Congress leaders. Hence the ministerial haste to find home. 
 
Everyone knows no peace talks will take place until Nelson Mandela is out of jail. 
Despite this the businessmen, led by Gavin Relly of Anglo American who went to 
Lusaka in 9/85, travelled firstly with a tongue lashing of ëdisloyaltyí from the 
president. This was after they had received a briefing from government officials., thus 
giving a ëcodedí blessing to the delegation in its attempt to move the peace process 
on . 
 
Sat 7 
 
At the end of the World Council of Churches meeting in the capital of Zimbabwe all 
85 delegates have called for compulsory and mandatory economic sanctions to be 
imposed on the apartheid government. Other measures the clerics called for was the 
resignation of P W Bothaís government, churches to offer assistance to the liberation 
guerillas fighting the authorities and the release of political prisoners. The clerics also 
called on the international community to call in $14bn of foreign debt that is owed by 
Pretoriaís banks. 
 



The response from the church delegations sent from Britain, led by the Archbishop of 
York, were in the end seen to sign up to the agreement more willingly than expected. 
This was put down to the power of the argument shown by the 37 delegates - black 
and white - that crossed their northern border to arrive in Zimbabweís capital. 
 
As a side line there was an exchange of views between students, both English and 
Afrikaner, from ten South African universities and members of the ANC. The students 
also attended the Church conference where they made an impassioned plea for strong 
action for change. 
 
A spread of violence directed against police, in the townships, has seen the number of 
dead rise to twenty nine, as the law and order minister, Louis le Grange, stated in 
parliament recently that 27 had died since 9/84. Despite these deaths recruitment of 
black policemen, who make up at least 50% of the 45, 000, has not affected the 
numbers. Academic thought, J Keenan of the University of the Wittswaterand, puts 
this down to unemployment of 3.5m among a working black population where 2.8m 
are working in all other spheres except farming and domestic service. 
 
A hand grenade attack, in Soweto, left three seriously injured and the women thrower 
injured and then arrested. The two deaths occurred outside Port Elizabeth, in 
Kwazakhele as they returned home after guarding a fellow officers home. They both 
had their throats cut. 
 
The countries Race Relations Institute say that the death toll in the townships for 
11/85 was 99. This was the second highest total, after 8/85. Since the serious riots 
began in 9/84 940 township deaths have occurred. 
 
Police pay is non discretionary across the colour bar, white and black receive the same 
pay across all ranks. However a colour bar exists over ranking. In the service there are 
470 white majors against 14 black. Lieutenants : white 1, 085 black 55. 
 
An essential rail link, especially to Zimbabwe, across Mozambique to the port of 
Beira has been destroyed by an explosion that destroyed a bridge and its supports. 
Despite the rail line being used to ferry goods from across its eastern border loss of 
such a route is not critical for South African exports. 
 
According to officials in Maputo the structure, 5 miles from the Transvaal border with 
Mozambique,  was destroyed with the aid of the ëspecialist saboteursí who then 
drifted back across the border. By detailing these two groups Maputo officials clearly 
believed that Pretoria was behind the destruction of this rail link. 
 
People Professor P Uko as national secretary of the World Archaeological Congress 
which has been in existence for 50 years. With its five yearly meeting at 
Southhampton University due where the ëold worldí - one of academic study will 
clash with the ënew worldí - of a member being almost in security lock down. The 
question should South African academics be invites? If yes then half of the ëold 
worldí countries will boycott the conference. 
 



Under his guidance 22 academics, some personal friends and eminent archaeologists, 
have been excluded on the grounds that ìpeaceful protest outside South Africa can 
have an effect ten they have to be told they cannot come.î 
 
Sun 8 
 
The state seems to have made a blunder in the early stages of the treason trial that is 
playing out in the Pietermaritzburg high court where 16 are on trial for their lives. 
During the last seven days evidence was given by Isac de Vries on the theoretical 
foundation that the UDF members, which includes five of the Durban 6 (qv), were 
accused of breaking.  Under close questioning by lawyers for the defendants this 
ëexpertí admitted fundamental errors in his testimony. He also admitted that he 
misunderstood his role. 
 
The prosecution now find themselves having to decide as to the future conduct of this 
case. With the 16 due back in the dock within 24 hours it is possible the state will 
abandon the case. The hope of freedom increased have been blunders by other state 
wittiness. A security office admitted that evidence from informers was paid for, the 
better the information the higher the reward. Thus leading to incentives to exaggerate 
their reports. 
 
The use of video evidence, from political meetings and surveillance by police was 
open to editing to show those in the dock in an incriminating light. Even the presiding 
judge, Justice J Milne, noted that the transcripts of these recordings were not a true 
record. Some of the  written words were not even spoken on the video. 
 
What is remarkable is that the evidence provided by this 30 year old politics lecturer 
from Rand Afrikaans University, used in 20 + trials of political dissidents, has never 
been challenged before. As in the previous trials de Vries has made great emphasis on 
the links between up front organisations, the UDF, and the illegal organisations. The 
states case is that the function of the United Democratic Front is to carry out the work, 
openly, of insurrectionist guerilla movement. 
 
Taking up this alleged link between the legal anti apartheid movement, which has a 
stated aim of non violence, an Indian member of the defence team had the academic 
agree that many of the accused - themselves being of Indian by birth - were members 
of the Natal Indian Congress whose members followed the non violent philosophy 
satyagraha formulated by M Gandhi. 
 
More figures from the South African Institute of Race Relations would have it that 
110 people died n 11/85 in the black townships over this period : during 17 - 24/11 45 
people, mainly from Mamalodi and Queenstown locations after police opened fire. 
Only 8/85 say more deaths : 163 in Natal.  A breakdown of death rate figures also 
disproves the recent claim in parliament, by le Grange, that the exclusion of print and 
TV journalists from the townships lessens the number of deaths that occur.  In fact the 
violence increases as acts of repression are stepped up. 
 
From 3/9/84, when unrest began to 31.12.84 there were 149 deaths , an average of 0.9 
a day. From 1.1.85 to 20.7.85 the date of the soe the average death rate was 1.6. Soe 



day 1 - 2/11, the period police claim violence was abating the death rate went up 3.6 
per day. 2/11, press restrictions - 2/12 death rate climbed to 3. 66 per day. 
 
Poem for Human Rights Day 
 
For Nelson Mandela 
 
  The lion 
  Roams wild and free, 
  Across the tracts of arid dust, 
  He has strength and power, 
  He is respected by all, 
  The lion, 
  Caged and captive, 
  Sorrow and weakness, 
  Yet still respected 
  Pacing the cold steel cage, 
  Still, the instinct remains. 
  To fight. To struggle. 
  For survival. For freedom. 
     Prakash Kelshiker aged 15 
 
At the end of the second Marxist Congress of the MPLA government in Angola the 
less than hard line president, dos Santos, seems to have stolen the march on his fellow 
delegates. Having forced his will on the party members a new, and enlarged, central 
committee will emerge. Now with a 90 seat central committee, the process of working 
out a satisfactory end to the civil war will be made easier with the 33 new deputies 
keen to follow the guidance given by the president. 
 
In his speech dos Santos emphasised the need for a peaceful outcome in the long 
running war being fought by Unita and with the help of the South African military. 
Talks, between himself and P W Botha, would have taken place if it was not for the 
capture of Defence Force personal inside Angola and near the oil instillations in 
Cabinda province (qv 24/5). In this mood of reconciliation US under secretary of state 
for African Affairs met Angolan minister for internal affairs, R Kito, within the last 
seven days. There will be others planned soon. 
 
It would seem that if these talks fail, for whatever reason, the American 
administration is willing to push through the necessary legislation that will release 
funds for the Angolon rebels to continue their fight. 
 
With the headquarters, of the newly emerging Congress of South African Trade 
Unions, being sited in Durban Cosatu members are throwing down a direct challenge 
to the local Zulu nation : its political power base Inkatha and chief minister Gatsha 
Buthelezie. The union executive will pursue a political policy of ëone man one voteí 
whereas as Chief minister of Natal the head of the 6m strong Zulu nation is looking 
for multi racial autonomous state of Natal and the Kwazulu homeland. 
 



With the aim of having one million members, by 1/86, Cosatu is giving black workers 
a sense of union power which has been denied them since 1960 when an ANC 
sponsored union disintegrated. 
 
Letter   Hatch of Ludsby House of Lords London SW1 decalimes one who at 
one time at one time was as ardent supporter of the anti apartheid movement as this 
writer is. The real battle for the majority population is not just the issue of the day. 
More it is a battle for supremacy and has been for the last 200? years. 
 
Mon 9 
 
As 11 of the fourteen people who died with clashes with the police in the Mulungisi 
township outside Queenstown were being laid to rest an ëon the runí official of the 
United Democratic Front sprang from the body of the 10, 000 strong crowd to address 
funeral goers. 
 
Stone Sizani called for the black consumer boycott of white stores to be carried on 
and spread across the nation : general strikes and for students to vigorously campaign 
to keep their township schools closed. The most contentious issue called for was the 
setting up of a black people militia which would act as protection for the location. As 
well the militia could take the fight to the whites and, in some degree ìinflict the pain 
on hem as they do upon us.î 
 
Another speaker, at the mass funeral, was the newly elected president of Cosatu, El 
Barayi, who promised a mass campaign of civil disobedience, within six months if the 
pass laws and restrictions on the movement of the black population were not lifted. 
 
After a funeral, in Mamalodi, police say a black mourner was killed after they fired 
bird shot into a crowd that was trying to burn down the home of a township 
policeman. 
 
Inside the Second Marxist Congress of the MPLA government of Angola, situated in a 
building on the Luanda waterfront where feet away the capital children play in the 
dirty streets where delegates Mercedes motor vehicles are parked. 
 
Speaking for some 90 minuets dos Santos made a frank account of the governmentís 
responsibility for the social and economic conditions of this time in Angola. It was 
noted that the among the delegates - in total 600 who had been whittled down though 
regional elections involving 35, 000 party members - that there were only 12 
delegates from the peasant class.  In the thinking of dos Santos such a low number 
from the countryside was a sign that since the 1975 liberation war the party has lost 
touch with it grass routs. 
 
Other factors that might hold back the countries development is that 14% of party 
members were illiterate, a bequest of the colonial Portuguese, as is that only 10% of 
the party are women. Observations in the hall would note that about 25% of delegates 
came from the military, although Colonel P T Pedale the minister of defence wore 
uniform. 
 
Tues 10 



 
With the states evidence in the treason trial taking place in the Natal Supreme court 
seemingly compromised, by the testimony given by Isac de Vires (qv 8/12), Justice 
Milne has freed 12 of the 16 defendants from the dock. Among the twelve freed were 
four of the Durban Six who in 1984 (14/9) faced the wrath of the state. However still 
detained were four trade unionists who would again face the court in 2/86. 
 
Other notables who walked from the Pietermaritzburg court building was Albertine 
Sisulu and Archie Gumede the national president of the United Democratic Front. 
Once on the steps outside the court building he called on president Botha to meet with 
Nelson Mandela to work out a peaceful solution to the countries problems. 
 
As the defence minister, General Malan, opened a flats complex to house war veterans 
in Cape Town, he seemed to issue a warning that ëyouíve seen nothing yetí as to the 
amount of fire power that is available to the military. 
 
Wed 11 
 
The powerful anti apartheid American lobby, Free South Africa and its union ally AFL 
- CIO are to mount a campaign against the oil company Shell : seen as a company that 
has an overwhelming interest in the welfare of the economy in the state. This growing 
protest will ensue all the usual elements of campaigners - boycotts, pickets at petrol 
stations and refusals to purchase company products. 
 
Defending their position, and that of its wholly owned company Shell South Africa, a 
spokesman for the Royal Dutch Shell in London said that this company was ìamong 
the forerunners of enlightenment in South Africa.î 
 
Using figures from Investor Responsibility Research, an anti apartheid monitoring 
group in the USA, the number of company employees was 2, 590, in 1/85. Their 
ethnic breakdown white 1, 394. 734 blacks. 290 Coloureds. 172 Asians. Wholly or 
partly  owned subsidiaries of Shell SA number 14 employ mainly blacks. One, 
Riestpruit Opencast Services, has 924 black and 301 white employees. 
 
Assets : 400 Acro filling stations in the north east owned by Shell Oil [USA] made 
profits in 1984 of $1.7bn with sales of $21bn. It owns a further 5, 000 service stations 
it leases out to dealers. 
 
No sooner had the American anti apartheid movement moved against Shell than 
London based Anti Apartheid Movement will launch its own in mid 1986. 
 
Leader Comment The cell door of its hinges as a result of ìthe demolition by a 
defence lawyer of the evidence given by a state witness said to be an expert on 
revolutionary theory. He was eventually obliged to concede .... basic errors in his 
testimony.î 
 
For this legal system that usually works hand in glove with the government, at least at 
the level of the magistrate who are government employees, the judiciary are noted for 
ëploughing an independent furrowí when it come to those who oppose the regime. 



This time round it was the state itself who withdrew the charges before any verdict 
from the judges was obtained. 
 
ìThe case against the accused was largely based on their public speeches against the 
constitution and against apartheid in general, more than enough in the South African 
official mind to justify a charge of treason by furthering the aims of a revolutionary 
alliance. The massive indictment was thus an attempt by the state to blame the UDF 
for all the disorder which has so often accompanied it. So the trial was wholly 
political.î 
 
Even with the knowledge learned!, from the campaign of 1984 in respect of 
demanding the expulsion of UDF members from Britains Durban consulate (qv) ìthe 
authorities have clearly nothing and forgotten nothing in the interval ......  The 
government would be much better occupied talking with these people instead of 
locking them up.î 
 
Letter   L Clarke Uxbridge Uxbridge Middlesex one mans large boost for 
freehold property ownership is anothers exaggerated claim. Such is the population 
density inside townships so high - 100/acre - land purchase would only add 300 
square miles to the 13.7% land share or < 50% of 1% that is owned by the black 
majority population. 
 
Thurs 12 
 
One centre of consumerism, that would be engaged in furious business at this time of 
year, OK Bazaars in the centre of Pretoria is a victim of the call by the those opposed 
to the regime to boycott white owned stores in the cities. Far from being in control of 
the situation whites, according to the branch manager of this country wide store , ëour 
lives are in their hands.í Sales are down, since boycott inception day 1/12,  by almost 
half. 
 
Another victim B Bhama, the Indian manager of white owned MaCoys clothing store 
in the centre of the city, tells how as an employee for 22 years he sits among a fully 
stocked shop staring at empty premises as this shop which caters for non whites stays 
empty. 
 
As to whether non shoppers are staying away because of coercion or of their own 
volition : white managers on asking customers have been told the action is voluntarily. 
They are under no pressure.  While police say that on  10/12 police shot a man dead 
that had been intimidating people as they returned from white owned shops in 
Johannesburg. 
 
Numbers of British owned retail outlets have banned South African goods from their 
shelves according to N Willis general secretary of the Trades Union Congress. There 
is a dispute between the companies, Argos, Littlewoods, British Home Stores Haris 
Queensway, Tesco and Next as to whether it was union or consumer pressure that 
brought about decision. The TUC were responding to a request from the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions. 
 



The foreign secretary, G Howe, has defended the governments decision not to move 
towards imposing ìcounter productive economic sanctionsî or deal with the African 
National Congress until it renounces violence before the all party foreign affairs 
committee. With this country being the 12th largest trading partner of Pretoriaís with 
£1, 200m of trade a total of 120, 000 jobs would be at stake if this trade was stopped. 
 
 
ëTime is right to spread the anti apartheid campaign to the private sectorí says the 
head of the USAís Free South Africa movement. The movements co chair Randell 
Robinson deemed the time was right after the long, and well attended - 3, 000 + - 
waiting for arrest during protests, as the public walked the streets of Washington and 
other major American cities. 
 
Sat 14 
 
Detailing, once again, the apparent ease that the police and security forces can carry 
on their illegal practices within the townships now that the news media have been 
excluded under soe regulations. Even so some of the worst incidents, in the name of 
lives lost, have occurred in townships where government emergency regulations are 
not writ by law. Mamalodi, Queenstown where much of the police action has taken 
place are prime examples of locations where the rule of law is meant to rule. 
 
Throughout the rest of the world it would seem, from a study of the foreign news 
pages, that the issue of South Africa has moved out from the orbit of concern. No 
coverage lessens the concerns of the world or so it would seem. 
 
In the future the decision as to whether a foreign journalist can remain here, or be 
granted an entry visa, remains at the behest of the minister of home affairs Christofel 
Botha and then only after the journalists previous work has been reviewed by the 
minister himself. 
 
Under clouds of secrecy the members of the Eminent Persons Group (qv) had their 
first meeting at the Commonwealth Institute in London. Their first move was to 
accept Pretoriaís offer to come to a working understanding with them through the 
British, Australian and Canadian diplomats already working in the country. 
 
Setting the tone for the coming six months, a decisive stage in a long and difficult 
process, the Australian member B Frazer the groups co chairman said ìIt will require a 
great deal of patience and hopefully a good deal of tact, on our part ...... . Weíre going 
to try and achieve the confidence of the different groups, different people in South 
Africa.î His understanding is that to understand and accommodate each groups desires 
will be ìreally one of he most difficult problems facing any country...... Iím quite 
certain we are all united in wanting to get a proper, just and peaceful solution and this 
isnít going to happen if a group such as ours is going to indicate  its every move, talk 
publicly bout every decision . W just canít do that.î 
 
The sixteen month ëunrest death toll, as detailed by the Institute of Race Relations 
show that 992 have died. Of this number 483 died since the soe has been introduced. 
After Press restriction day, 2/11, 162 deaths people died. 
 



A leading anti apartheid lawyer based in Cape Town Abdullar Omar, who has been 
detained since 23/8 has been released by the police only to be served with papers that 
will, in effect close his legal practice down. Served with papers under the Public 
Safety Order Act the barrister is now restricted to Wynberg on the outer edges, and in 
another magistrates district, to where his city centre chambers are located. Other 
restrictions include no participation in any activity involving the UDF, entering 
education premises, having nothing to do with publications and from attending any 
gathering where government or local authority issues are discussed or criticised.. 
 
The journalist V Matzapolus from the Argus Cape Towns evening newspaper was 
among three people detained by police for holding a candlelight demonstration on the 
promenade at Sea Point. 
 
As the Second Marxist Congress comes to an end in Luanda president dos Santos, of 
Angola, has tightened his grip over the ruling MPLA. Removed from their seats of 
power are many of those that fought with the colonial Portuguese, gained seats in the 
new government of 1975 and have remained in positions of privilege ever since. One 
of the most high profile members to loose his position is Lucio Lara a right hand man 
of the countries first president Agostinho Neto 
 
To one member of the Central Committee the loss of Lara ëwas a tragedy,í a move 
that will not be easily explained to the crowd of 200, 000 who cheered him on as they 
attended 10th anniversary  rally in the capitals May 1 Square within the last seven 
days. He was well respected throughout the countryside after his years of travelling 
and building up a mass organisation among the peasant community. To some party 
members his loss was not unexpected when two Lara family members were said to be 
involved in a satire of the countries present problems. 
 
Despite being in the grip of a civil war, which entails the MNR and its Pretoria 
backers engaged in a battle to unseat the Frelimo government in Maputo, the people 
of Mozambique will go the polls in 1986 in a general election. 
 
With the rebels moving freely about the country the method that the country employs 
to nominate its representatives in Maputo is open to disruption. In the first instance 
country wide mass meetings elect members to be local representatives. These locals 
then elect provincial assemblies who in turn elect mandated persons to serve on the 
National Peoples Assembly. At the present time there are 223 members that decide 
Mozambiques way forward. As a free and independent country, out of Portuguese rule 
since 1975, the country held a general election in 1977. A second, dues in 1982, was 
postponed because of the military situation. 
 
Words from the counties president Samora Machel attack the ëgeneral indisciplineí 
and waste in state apparatus and his complaint that the country is not an oil producer. 
Thus implying that the few natural resources that the country does have are being over 
used.  Short of revenue, some Assembly members identify a revenue source  as selling 
off housing stock which has been state owned since 12 months after  independence. 
This was rejected by the president. The finance ministerís budget will see almost half 
Mozambiques wealth being spent on the armed forces. Overall spending is down by 
3%. Defence and security rise by 9%. In cash terms £200m [42%] is being spent by 
the armed forces. 



 
The meeting, on 12/12, between American bankers and Dr F Leutwiler the man 
appointed by Pretoria to broker a deal as to extending the countries repayments of 
short term foreign debt, in Washington broke up as those owed the cash refused to 
extend the time limit. The amount involved is £13.6bn of the $23.9bn debt. State 
radio, in Johannesburg, accused Regan of double standards when on the one hand he 
condemns the Botha administration over its powers of detention without trial while at 
the same time demanding repayment of these loans. 
 
Soweto youth patrolled the access road to Johannesburg and confiscated goods 
purchased in white owned stores in defiance of the rigidly imposed consumer boycott 
that is known to have caused much hardships elsewhere to store owners. As police 
moved against those seizing goods one man was shot dead. 
 
Members of the Danish parliament,from both the government and the Socialist and 
Radical opposition parties have passed a resolution urging the government to push for 
a trade ban with the apartheid state. It is hoped the legislation will be ready for debate 
by 2/86. 
 
Sun 15 
 
The former South African Rand Daily Mail newspaper editor, now working for one of 
this diarists source newspapers, has been awarded the Intra Press Service Award in a 
ceremony that marked the United Nations 40th year of being.  Awarded, in New York 
by the Third World Newsagencyís director general R Savio aged 52, cited Alister 
Sparks journalistic work had made a significant contribution to increasing awareness , 
both inside and outside South Africa of the injustice and suffering inherent in the 
reprehensible system of apartheid. 
 
One of the apartheid states diplomats in London who, in 1984 (qv 9/3) stood bail for 
members of the conspiracy perpetrated by the Coventry 4 has now emerged in the 
Namibian capital as a senior administrator. 
 
Mon 16 
 
As expected the military might of South Africa has crossed into Angola and attacked 
border guards near the Calueque dam on 2/12. The attack left 14 Angolan troops dead 
as the invaders moved towards the towns of Cuanto and Calueque four days later. 
Ever since Pretoiaís forces pulled out of southern Angola on 17/5 there has always 
been tension between the two countries. 
 
Following the initial withdrawal of the South Africans forces loyal to the Luanda 
government did not move into the area as their presence in the east of the country was 
needed to quell an Unita offensive which was supported by the occupying forces. In 
the most recent clashes around the town of Mavinga, in 9/10, the rebel  forces had 
access to a new artillery ordinance. The Kentron field gun has the ability to fire shells 
eight miles whereas previously they had to rely on 106mm cannon. This could only 
lob shells a distance of four miles. 
 



The Indian Ocean port city of Durban was the location of a mass rally called by the 
United Democratic Front that came together, firstly to launch a new campaign calling 
for the release of Nelson Mandela and secondly to listen to speeches from eight of the 
12 persons cleared of treason after a ruling in the Natal supreme court. One of the 
freed men, UDF chairman C Ndlovu told those present : ìWe want nothing less than a 
South Africa that is non racial. We demand the release of Nelson Mandela - we must 
show that we are people who in future are going to govern this country.î 
 
Even as the police appeared to break their promise to keep a low profile around the 
stadium rally venue they were observed trying to video and photograph speakers and 
events that occurred within. Making their own take on events on leaving the venue the 
UDF supporters streamed away and made their feelings known to the police. Such 
was the perceived threat, that as the security forces came under from showers of 
stones, the dancing and the chanting tear gas and dogs were used against the crowd. 
 
According to the police intra black fighting, between rival Zulu clans in townships 
outside Durban, have left 28 dead and 48 injured. It has also been reported that a 
freelance journalist, soundman - B Tilley - working for the BBC, is in a Johannesburg 
hospital after one of his legs suffered a multiple fracture as police opened fire with 
their shotguns at a funeral in Mamalodi township on 14/12. At the same funeral eight 
journalists were detained, and their film seized as they attempted to film the burial 
 
Tues 17 
 
Hostile intent, towards the Zimbabwe government, has been voiced by the 
government authorities in Pretoria after innocent farmers were killed in northern 
Transvaal. From the president down ìthe nation was shocked innocent citizens had 
lost their lives.î The deaths of the six people were laid squarely at the door of the 
ANC and their ëprotectorsí in Harare. There is now the fear that the military forces, 
from south of the River Limpopo, will mount cross border raids to punish the 
liberation movement and their hosts. All claims of responsibility were denied by them. 
 
Investigations show that the mine that killed members of the Van Eck and Deneschen 
family had been one of a number laid in 11/85 in the Messina area of the province. 
Earlier it had been noted that of this batch, of six landmines, others had injured 
members of the military and civilians in recent times. 
 
Wed 18 
 
As the tensions remain high along its northern border officials from Pretoria have met 
with government spokesmen from Harare close to the border crossing between the 
two countries. The aim of the meeting : to open a channel of communication at the top 
level between the military heads of the South African Defence Force in the Transvaal 
and Zimbabwe the force commander. 
 
Such meetings have occurred in the recent past. In 1983  Pretoria accused the Harare 
authorities of giving unhindered passage to a number of ANC guerillas across 
Zimbabwe en route to Mozambique and thence back into South Africa. This was 
denied by Harare who turned the spotlight on their southern neighbours and 
postulated that the SADF were looking for an excuse to invade Zimbabwe. The 



outcome : the belief, on the part of Pretoria, that the ANC had used Zimbabwe as a 
conduit without the knowledge of Harare. 
 
One of South Africaís largest buss companies, the Pubco Bus Company, has seen one 
vehicle destroyed by a limpet mine being detonated at a depot in Umlazi township 
outside Durban. Many other busses were damaged. The consumer boycott in Soweto 
(qv) has claimed another life. A resident, aged 20, was stones to death for organising a 
party in defiance of the ëblack Christmas campaign organised by anti apartheid 
groups. Also in the township a women aged 57 and two girls were injured when a 
hand grenade was thrown into their home. 
 
Thurs 19 
 
As a land mine killed six, as they travelled across a private game reserve without 
police permission, in the north of Transvaal province, a white farmer had died after 
being shot on its border with Mozambique. Fears that the ANC are able to infiltrate 
from east to west to mount guerilla attacks will lead to speculation that Maputo is in 
breach of the Nkomat Accord signed in 1984. 
 
With press restrictions still as tight as ever, over journalists reporting from inside a 
black township, the actions of actions of two television camera men are seen as a 
serious breach of the regulations.  Both South African nationals John and Patrick 
Lucey of World Television News have been charged with inciting members of the 
township youth to stage a riot in the black district of Moutse outside the town of 
Grobersdal. As this was a most serious charge police indicated that the brothers would 
have to stay in the cells for 24 hours until they were due in court. 
 
Fri 20 
 
It has been reported that South African forces have crossed into south west Angola in 
pursuit of black nationalist guerillas who are fighting for an independent Namibia. It 
is reported that six Swapo members lost their lives. 
 
A claim that emanates from the Zimbabwe capital  about the willingness of white 
members of the newly integrated Zimbabwe army refusing to fight theiríbrothersí 
from south of the Limpopo river if they were to come into contact with them has been 
deemed propaganda by the Zimbabwean army. In the words of a highly placed 
western diplomat, with close ties to the military, Pretoria were spreading 
misinformation about the loyalty of the white officers in the Zimbabwe National 
Army. 
 
The suspended police chief W Nguruve, said to be involved in corruption, misuse of 
government money, abuse of his power over police women and the smuggling of 
Mandrax tablets has been sacked.  As an indication of how strongly the government is 
determined to stamp out such happenings president Mugabe announced his dismissal 
himself. 
 
Despite being the head of the World Council of Churches, which therefore looks after 
the spiritual needs of 80 million Christians the politicians in Pretoria will still not let 
Dr A Boesak have his passport back after he was first arrested and jailed. 



 
Now, a free man the clericís lawyers have failed in their attempt to have this important 
document returned. Mr Justice Friedman, sitting in the Cape Town supreme court, 
ruled that the legal powers granted to the minister of home affairs were of a sufficient 
substance to continue to keep the Reverend Boesak off the international scene. The 
judge did allow his lawyers to mount a challenge to his ruling in the countries highest 
court. 
 
In the Port Elizabeth supreme court ninety three persons have handed in affidavits 
supporting the application of Dr Wendy Orr (qv) to stop the police assaulting 
detainees in this location. In 9/85 the medic and 43 others were granted a temporary 
order against the police.  One of the current signatories is himself detained : Denis 
Neer general secretary of the Motor Component Workers Union is held under soe 
regulations and claims that he was beaten twice by his captors. 
 
Contrasting the 1975 efforts of the South Africans, the Angolon rebels and the United 
States to prevent - firstly any MPLA government - and now a need to overthrow this 
in situ Marxist administration. Ten years ago apartheidís soldiers were 1, 000 km 
inside the territory and marching south towards the capital. In the north Portuguese 
colonial forces along with troops from Zaire and civil war rivals militia of the FNLA 
and the still troublesome Unita. The Americans had spent $32.9m in covert supplies to 
keep the MPLA out of power. 
 
As of now, 1985, southern Angola is once again a battleground for the South African 
military. Covert spending, on military aid,  by the administration in Washington has 
risen to $54m, with more being made available for non military purposes. 
 
The leading nation in the Western world is showing an inordinate amount of concern 
in a continent seen to be so far out of its sphere of influence as in Washingtonís seems 
to because of the rise in tension and violence is perceived as a threat to western 
interests in southern Africa. Another indicator that assistance was needed showed 
itself in the 8/85 military encounters between Jonas Savimbiís rebels and the Angolan 
army. Unita leadership was not up to the job. They could not show that they were able 
to make a useful contribution to any power sharing administration. Thirdly the 
Americans are of he opinion that the Frelimo government of Mozambique is on the 
brink of defeat 
 
A dispute that started at Dunns Supermarket (qv 14/4), where check out staff are 
refusing to clear produce from the apartheid state through the tills, has seen the Eire 
government impose a ban on importing goods from the country. Among prohibited 
good will be fruit and vegetables produced by firms that use prison - slave - labour. 
Such is the wording of the agreement the Dublin government will not be in breach 
EEC or GAT rules. 
 
The Irish Republic has a 2 :1 trade surplus with the republic - exporting goods valued 
at £38m in 1984 and importing £17.4m of which one third was spent on fruit and 
vegetables. 
Sat 21 
 



Euphoric was the reaction of the original Dunns employee, M Manning, the 
supermarket worker who refuse to sell a South African grapefruit that ended with the 
Irish government banning the import of fruit and veg (qv 20/12). ìItís more than we 
ever thought than we were ever going to gainî. Within the Eire government there was 
disagreements as to the extent of the ban. Should more products than those already 
embargoed be included or not was a question that split the cabinet. 
 
The British Council, a non government institution that promotes Britains goods 
around the world, will see its members vote to stop promoting South Africa as a place 
that British firms can do business. Seen as a political body chairman Sir J Burgh 
would not allow union members to hold their meeting on Council premises. 
Supporting this move the Anti Apartheid Movements chairman M Terry said that the 
council was undermining the cultural and academic boycott. He also accused them of 
identifying, and promoting local black leaders that were opposed to the methods of 
the ANC and acceptable to the present government regime. 
 
A wholesale warning to South Africas neighbouring black countries has come from 
Pretoria. All six, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Mozambique, Zambia, Lesotho and 
Swaziland, are said to be harbouring ëterrorist elementsí of the African National 
Congress. To avoid heavy consequences their governments should no longer aid the 
liberation army. 
 
Quick to respond was Lesotho after six of its national were killed in a pre dawn raid 
on to homes in the kingdoms capital Masuru. Lesothís state radio indicated that the 
authorities blamed forces sent by Pretoria. Six of the dead were women, and one was 
a white woman, and all were refugees. 
 
Hard on the heels of these deaths, claimed also by a member of the Lesotho 
Liberation Army and one who is opposed to the rule of the kingdom by Chief 
Jonathan, the SADF declined to comment or on involvement in the deaths of six 
Swapo members in Angola (qv 20/12). 
 
Sun 22 
 
White officers, among the elite of the Zimbabwe National Army, are to make a plea to 
president Mugabe within the next seven days. The officers are demanding that the 
authorities in Harare round up all known liberation fighters inside the country and 
return them down south Thus they hope the move will seek to reassure the Pretoria 
military that the country will not become a haven for members of the African National 
Congressís military wing following operations across the Limpopo river. 
 
The urgency of such a meeting comes in knowledge that following the recent spate of 
land mine explosions along the northern border Pretoria has indicated that members of 
the South African Defence Force will mount cross border raids ëas is their rightíand 
capture or kill the guerillas. 
 
On balance it is thought unlikely that president Mugabe is likely to agree to such a 
move. 
 



The government in Lesotho, as well as almost every other resident of the capital 
Maseru, share the opinion that the South African military carried out the cross border 
raid that killed nine persons (qv 21/12). Hours earlier Pretoria had named the 
kingdom, as well as other close neighbouring countries, as being at risk of military 
actions unless known bases of the ANC : loyal refugees et al were closed down. The 
prime minister press secretary, T Ntsane, also noted that on 18/12 his government had 
received a diplomatic note that informed the kingdomís government that ANC 
guerillas were active therein. 
 
Details of the raid : Location 287 Kingsway, Maseru. Eye witness statements 
indicated that ten Afrikaner speaking white males surrounded the location  where 
refugees were holding a Christmas party. Seven participants, four women and three 
men were then killed as 9mm pistols were fired. . Part one of the mission concluded 
the : raiding party went to a apartment one mile distant and shot a Coloured South 
African refugee, J Quinn and his white school teacher wife Jacqelina. The raiding 
party left their 12 month baby son unharmed. The child is now in the capitals Queen 
Elizabeth the Second Hospital in the city. 
 
The current police theory is that the party was a set up. It would seem that the host 
targeted a number of political refugees with his party invites. Once the celebrations 
had begun he left the scene leaving the raiding party to its own devices. The host has 
not been seen since. 
 
Recovered from her bought of exhaustion and out of hospital Winnie Mandela and 
back at her home in Soweto police came and dragged her out of her home and taken 
away by police This is the only time she has been allowed to travel away from her 
place of banishment - Brandfort in the Orange Free State in 1977 - to the home she 
shared with husband Nelson since his incarceration on Robben Island. Only since 
8/85 has she been outside the province. This was only because he was hospitalised for 
a prostate operation. 
 
Durban resident Delmarie de Jonge, aged four, mother and 10 year old sister were 
among six people injured when a hand grenade exploded near their white van as it 
was parked on the street. Those injured had just frequented a nearby shop as the 
festive season approached. Some people will this as an act of revenge for the killings 
in Lesotho (qv). 
 
The scene is set for the west to confront the spread of Soviet style of communist in 
southern Africa. The deciders are members of the Republican administration in 
Washington. The method : covert support, to the tune of £10m / £15m, for the Unita 
rebels fighting to overthrow the MPLA government of Angola. 
 
With the diplomatic option, a negotiated withdrawal of both Cuban troops - rumoured 
to be as high as 30, 000 - and forces loyal to Pretoria from Angola, a joint pull out 
from an independent Namibia and a government of national unity is the aim. 
Congress, at one time a strong supporter of this way forward has now quashed a 1975 
law that stopped Washington giving aid to the anti Marxist force loyal to Jonas 
Savimbi. 
 



There are now four battalions of the South African military in southern Angola and in 
the last seven days they have bees supported with air support and a battalion of the 
rebel force. There was no comment from Pretoria. 
 
Mon 23 
 
Taken, by force, from her home in Soweto Winnie Mandela is due to appear in a 
Johannesburg court where her lawyer will argue why she should not face a three year 
jail sentence for a breach of her banning order. Thee are inherent dangers for the state 
if  such a course of action is pursued. The already fractious situation inside the 
townships will only be worsened and limit the effects of any plan that the government 
cobbles together that permits Nelson Mandela to walk free from jail. 
 
It has now emerged that it was revised order, signed on 20/12 by minister of law and 
order Louis le Grange, that the wife of the jailed leader of the ANC found 
unacceptable. These new terms would allow Winnie to live anywhere within the 
country except the magistrates districts of Johannesburg and Roodpoort. Both these 
districts cover Greater Soweto the long time home of Winnie Mandela. Other 
allowable practices would now permit her to attend gatherings of more than two 
people such as a social event rather than a political meeting from which she is still 
excluded from attending. 
 
Leader Comment When the crime is merely going home with the authorities 
seemingly in a dilemma as they ìcontemplate the spiritual resistance of a women they 
regard as a revolutionary termagant the consequences are ..... she seizes every chance 
to preach the demolition of apartheid. If they lock her up as they did ..... her hard 
earned status  as an African heroine is automatically enhanced.î 
 
ìThe arrest of Mrs Mandela is exactly the kind of encouragement protesters at home 
and abroad need to sustain their campaign for more sanctions.î 
 
This revised  living for a ëopposition notableí such as Winnie is seen as not unusual in 
the eyes of the government in Pretoria. The Reverend A Boersak, the Reverend Tutu 
and the Inkatha leader Chief Buthelezie all seem to lead a life of ëblack privilageí 
However to step far out of the accepted line, Reverend Boesak and his march from 
Cape Town to Pollsmoor Prison, was deemed a step to far. Thus a spell in prison was 
called for. In the case of the chief minister in Natal : the government is tolerant of his 
being thus named because of his stated opposition to the policies of the ANC. ëThe 
enemy of my enemy is my friendí would be a suitable maxim in this case. 
 
Tues 24 
 
In a clear sign that the tactics of the liberation movements, led by the African National 
Congress, have changed over the last few months a massive car bomb has exploded in 
the Aaanzimtoti shopping complex outside Durban. In this latest incident in the 
coastal town, the second ANC inspired attack on the city in the last seven days, seven 
people died. Among this number were three children. The last major attack occurred 
in 1983 at a military base outside Pretoria. In that incident 19 people died and 46 were 
injured. 
 



Commenting on the attackers tactics the minister of law and order, who arrived after 
interrupting is vacation, still wearing hiss holiday clothes said :  ìThese violent 
people, these murderers go for soft targets young children and women ... they are the 
violent murderers the South African police have to deal with.î From Oliver Tambo, 
ANC leader in exile, ìwe are not going to kill school children that is their morality. 
They shoot children who throw stones.î 
 
Appearing in court before a Johannesburg magistrate, H Brand, Winnie Mandela was 
ordered back to court on 22/1 her lawyers were successful in defeating the states case 
that she should be bailed for £130 / R500. The magistrate declined and dismissed her 
on a warning. As a consequence of her forced removal from her Soweto home her 
ankle was strapped up  after it was twisted during the township fracas. 
 
Both the American president and the secretary general of the Commonwealth 
condemned the arrest of Winnie Mandela. There was a formal protest to the Pretoria 
government from Washington. The move was deemed ëprovocativeí by Shidath 
Ramphal. 
 
An examination the apartheid of life in the countries cities. Whereas ten years ago it 
would be the black majority would hurriedly enter towns such as Johannesburg and 
then go back to Soweto after being careful not to walk on the cities pavements - the 
whites were the owners there. Today it is the minority population, the whites, who do 
the scurrying from the city shops - although most will use the out of town retail 
centres - before they hurry home to their secure gated white enclaves  in the suburbs. 
 
Small, but insignificant changes have been made. Trains have been deregulated - 
surely a good thing - except that the first three coaches are still reserved for whites. 
Thus whites do not have as far to go to reach a compartment which still leaves blacks 
travelling in overcrowded conditions and have further to walk for a seat or more likely 
to stand on the journey. 
 
Fri 27 
 
A large scale battle between two clans from the Zulu nation has erupted in the 
Umbumulu slum in the Malagazi district of Natal. The clashes between the Zulu and 
the Pondo, on 24/12, left 53 dead and many other people wounded. The fighting 
occurred in one of the poorest slum areas of the city of Durban. Defined as Number 5 
in Kwamakhutu this Pondo shanty town is known for its poverty. 
 
It would seem that the background to these clashes is one of economics. What with 
the relatively well of migrant workers returning home for the festive period and the 
Zulu, traditionally a ëbetter off class of Zulu than his Pondo ëbrotherí who are better 
able to confront lives difficulties then clashes over anything may trigger a violent 
response. 
 
Sources indicate that 2, 000 Zulu confronted 3, 000 Pondos were involved as the two 
clans came together armed with shotguns, homemade firearms and spears after a 
demand from a Zulu raiding party demanded that the Pondo leave the area. 
 



Elsewhere over the festive period a charred body was found in Soweto and a second 
one in Khayalitsha. Police indicate that these deaths, on 25/12, were the result of a 
clash between the UDF and the Anzaninan Peoples Organisation. A third incident : a 
policeman was wounded in Soweto when a hand grenade was thrown. Natal township, 
of Stranger a 300 strong crowd of blacks stoned police as they came upon a road 
accident in which a resident was knocked down and killed as the vehicle owner fled 
the scene. 
 
Winne Mandela visited husband Nelson in Pollsmoor prison where, because of his 
isolation from other political prisoners still on Robben Island, was feeling bad even as 
this was his 23rd festive day spent in detention. As for her own thoughts the lady said 
it was unjustitified to isolate him. 
 
Sat 28 
 
Accusations have been made, by the Swazi authorities, that during the festive period 
members of the South African Defence Force crossed into the kingdom and issued 
warnings to the settlements near the border. It would seem they were searching for 
those responsible for the shopping complex bomb outside Durban (qv 24/12). 
 
Villagers were warned not to harbour members of the African National Congress or so 
the Times of Swaziland reported. The article was based on the information from the 
deputy commissioner of police, D Dlami, and border officials from the south east of 
the kingdom. 
 
An immediate, response from a spokesman for the SADF, was a denial Although these 
claims would be further investigated if more evidence was provided by the kingdomís 
government. It will be noted that in the recent past the authorities in Pretoria have 
issued such warnings to all the neighbouring governments. 
 
The threat of cross border raids was supposed to have been eliminated in 1982 as the 
two governments signed a non aggression pact in that year, although it was only in 
3/84 - when the Nkomat Accord - came into being, that this was revealed. With these 
two nations, Swaziland and Mozambique, now signed up not to support any forces 
that would see the present administrations overthrown signs are that Pretoria has 
deemed these promises ënot worth the paper they are written on.í Another element of 
these recent events would seem to be that president Botha is taking more advice from 
the military than he is from the diplomats in the government. 
 
As the police and military search for more bodies after members of the Zulu nation 
clashed (qv 27/12) outside Durban the death toll has reached 58. With the failure of 
peace talks the security forces have moved, in large numbers, to the conflict zone as 
threats of a continuation are made. As peace talks continues in the local community 
hall nine troop carriers full of soldiers ringed the hall. From inside word was issued 
that the local Zulu chief, Mr Bhekizetha, issued an ultimatum to the Pondos to leave 
the area. 
 
The government of land locked Lesotho, seen as another refuge for those planning or 
resting after raids into its apartheid neighbour, is to bring Pretoriaís latest raid into its 
territory (qv 21/12) before the United Nations. 



 
Despite the revised order, known since 23/12, Winnie Mandela has instructed 
Johannesburg law firm, run by Prakash Diar, to contest one of the amended clauses. 
Minister of law and order.Louis le Grange allowed her association with more than two 
people Winnie is now to challenge the ëexcept  at political meetingsí condition. The 
lawyer will claim this restriction is unreasonable. 
 
 Sun 29 
 
The tales of Barry Wild and his three years entanglement with the security apparatus 
of the apartheid state. Now running a hotel and also working for the countries Special 
Branch after living for 10 years in what was then Rhodesia and employed by that 
countries security force. Aged 44 and now with a family there was a need for him to 
return to London. 
 
With his employers told that this was just a visit home, rather than an escape from the 
business of spying, there was a meeting in Port Elizabeth headquarters of the Bureau 
of State Security [BOSS]. Once inside the building, and being shown various aspects 
of the day to day life he was allotted his tasks. 
 
These would include collecting a ërecording briefcaseí from a firm in East London, 
make contact with the Anti Apartheid Movement and the ANC and make the pretence 
of being one who would act as an agent for these anti apartheid movements. His 
duties would be to record meetings and gather information before returning. His 
return journey should be via Zimbabwe. There he should reconnoitre the sensitive 
border area with Mozambique. Also as the whole family are entitled to the countries 
passports these should be claimed and returned to the BOSS headquarters building. 
The ever so brief period when the political doveís were in charge, all the political 
efforts to work towards an understanding with the jailed leader of the ANC and the 
members of the United Democratic Front, are gone. Now it is the iron fist of the 
military hawks that, at this time, are calling the shots in the continuing battle for 
survival that is enveloping South Africa. Note the number of cross border raids of 
recent times. 
 
The politicians seem to have had their allotted time span. This began in 1982, with the 
recently released information on the agreement with Lesotho, and then 12 months 
later the Nkomat Accord signed with the Maputo administration in 1984 which was 
signed, in 3/84. Weeks before a similar pact, signed in Lusaka, was validated by the 
Zambian administration. 
 
This new turn of the screw on its neighbours was brought about, by the members of 
the state security council, following the land mine killings in the northern Transvaal 
and the deaths of members of the Van Eck and Deneschen families (qv 17/12). With 
the SSC noted to have almost influence on government as the Politburo does in Soviet 
Russia and in some instances more that Bothaís own cabinet the appointment of the 
hard line, and former head of military intelligence, General P van der Westhuizen, 
indicated that the military are truly in the ascendancy. 
 
Other elements of hawkish dominance is the way Pretoria has dealt with Winnie 
Mandela over the last four weeks. From being relatively unfettered in a daily life, 



even though in effect she is still a banned person, it is now noted that her conditions 
have once again required the use of lawyers. 
 
Mon 30 
 
Two prominent members of the anti apartheid establishment, from within the system, 
have died as the result of a road traffic accident outside Port Elizabeth. Both were 
proponents of civil rights for the majority black population. In in the case of Brian 
Bishop aged 50, as a former chair of the Civil Rights League and the Western Cape 
Branch of the countries Institute of Race Relations in the region. 
 
The second fatality, Molly Blackburn aged 55, was a member of Cape Provincial 
Council for the Progressive Federal Party. Also a member of the anti apartheid Black 
Sash organisation. Among the small liberal cliche of whites she was well respected. 
As to her work among the black community, here tireless outspoken condemnation of 
their treatment by the authorities, was well appreciated. 
 
One of most defiant acts was to attend the funeral of the ënotableí Mathew Goniwe 
(qv 22/7) the troublesome teacher who was killed.As one of many thousands who 
were at his memorial service in the Eastern Cape she was among the very few charged 
with attending an illegal gathering. It would seem that her prosecution, for which she 
was acquitted, was a show of official contempt that the state showed for a white 
person who broke the law in support of the black cause. 
 
As British and American diplomats gathered at the grave side of the six South African 
nationals, assumed to be members of the liberation movement,  killed in a cross 
border raid (qv 20/12) a mix of state and military honours were used at their funerals. 
The diplomats showed no emotion as a grave side oration was spoken by a member of 
the anti apartheid movement and called for Washington and London to impose tough 
economic sanctions as their continued refusal to do so led to such slaughter as 
happened in Lesotho. 
 
With the schooling in the townships in crisis as thousands of students continue to 
boycott classes a conference, organised by the Soweto Parents Crisis Committee 
[SPCC] listened as Bishop Tutu outlined a new strategy which should make the 
education authorities ësit up and listesí to the students demands. 
 
The senior cleric, who addressed hundreds of students, educationalists and parents 
from throughout the country, gave the authorities three months to meet the students 
demands or face a counntrywide general strike. In the meantime he urged the those 
missing classes to return to the classroom. Bishop Tutu also called upon the 
authorities to lift the ban on the Congress of South African Students, free election of 
representative councils and the release of detained students. 
 
A second speaker, Vusi Khanyle, who was part of an ANC delegation to the recent 
World Council of Churches meeting in Zimbabwe as a member of the Soweto Parents 
Crisis Committee, indicated this course of action was not at the behest of the 
liberation movement. The ANC was against a total schools boycott and had no 
knowledge where the slogan ëliberation before educationí originated. 
 



Leader Comment South Africaís tragic year of missed chances world wide attention 
has been ìunmatched since the Anglo Boer War at the turn of the century.... the 
intensity of the interest can hardly been matched in all the 333 years since Europeans 
took possession of the Cape of Good Hope.î 
 
Many of the errors were the presidents - the introduction of the three tier parliament, 
ìthe root of the unrestîin the townships during 1985. With a whole year passed there 
has been no efforts to rectify and ìdefuse domestic unrest.î rather the repeal ìof the 
sordid laws forbidding sex and marriage between whites and other racesî was 
promulgated. Officials then made  mistake of promoting, through ìthe nudge and the  
wink to make sure world attention was focussed on a presidential speech that would 
reveal at last what he meant by reform.î In the end the 15/8 speech ìmoved not one 
inchî in practical terms. 
 
More suffering, of the economic viability of the state, ensued throughout the year. 
Most prominently the value of the Rand ìfell through the floor.î Investments fell. 
Demand for the return of foreign banks short term loans gathered pace. ìNow it is the 
continuing erosion of the economy which poses the main threat to Mr Bothaís policy 
of ruthlessly crushing disorder while offering reformist jam tomorrow.î 
 
Then there is the continuing battle with the African National Congress and its jailed 
leader Nelson Mandela. What is to become of him after 23 years in jail. If there is 
ìone element which unites world opinion on South Africa it is a desire to see him set 
free even if there is no clear idea what happens afterwards.î The former Robben Island 
prisoner has, whilst in a Cape Town hospital, refused to renounce violence, go into 
exile at home or abroad even few blacks ìhave seen or heard of him.î 
 
ìPretoria prefers to see his unconditional release as a potential loss of face, a 
climbdown to lawlessness and foreign pressure while failing to see that it is precisely 
isolation from the struggle that fuels his fame because there is nothing to blame him 
for.î 
 
ìThe prognosis for South Africa can only be sombre. Despite the extraordinary 
persistence of the township troubles ....... the apartheid state is not what a Marxist 
would define as a revolutionary situation. But the social unrest gets steadily worse as 
more and more ënon whitesí become politicisedí by the massive response of the 
security forces to the disorder. ........... Mr Botha will soon be on his feet again talking 
about reform; but the very real possibility that Pretoria could default on its large 
foreign debts suggests he is much less able to afford it than he would have been 12 
months ago.î 
 
Tues 31 
 
Scenes of press hysteria met Winnie Mandela as she arrived at Jan Smutts Airport 
upon her return from a festive visit to see husband Nelson. Very much in the 
foreground were members of the press while in the background plain clothes security 
police scuttled round the edges of the pack of journalists. There were no words for the 
assembled scrum until, after a meeting with her lawyer in the airport restaurant, when 
she told themî I am going home.î 
 



Knowing full well the limitations put upon herself by the apartheid authorities, as to 
travelling inside designated magisterial districts, Winnie Mandela was once again 
detained by the police as she returned from her scheduled Christmas visit to husband 
Nelson who resides inside Pollsmoor Prison outside Cape Town. 
 
The convoy of vehicles which accompanied her on her journey from the airport, along 
the motorway that passes through the outskirts of Johannesburg to her home in 
Soweto, was stopped by the police. In the vehicle that carried the wife of the jailed 
leader of the ANC was grandson Zodwa aged two and the childís mother Zinzi. 
Winnie was questioned by a male police officer. There were at least two attempts to 
have her leave the vehicle, under her own steam, before she was led away both of 
which were rebuffed verbally. 
 
Announcements from the authorities indicate that two persons have been detained in 
connection with the Amanzintoti shopping complex bomb that killed five on the 
outskirts of Durban (qv 24/12). One was named as Dr V Ramlachan who is a member 
of the UDF. As to other other deaths following land mine explosions recently four 
people are being questioned according to minister of law and order. 
 
Academic arguments, from Professor H Gillomee head of Centre for Intergroup 
Studies at Cape Town University and J K Berman the director of South Africaís 
Institute of Race Relations, offer a different view. Both agree that the perceived 
knowledge : that the actions of those opposed to violent overthrow of the regime will 
lead to the ending of such a regime neither can the authorities prevent these sporadic 
outbreaks of violence. There is not one cause of unrest there and many causes and 
each must be addressed as a separate issue. 
 
ìThis is not a revolutionary crisis but an assortment of other crises.î Among these is a 
diplomatic crisis, economic crisis, a constitutional crisis and a moral crisis. These are 
all working on the white and non white communities in their specific ways  The thrust 
of the academic argument is that if the state can control the black townships, with a 
strong security force of police and army which they have, and keep on collecting 
enough finances, through tax and rents, to maintain the equilibrium then control will 
remain in the hands of the minority whites. 
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