51S”

jo

might be many years elder than sebudio's. This is because the
for
principal wife of a chief was determined and selected Xy him
by the royal p#ﬁces. Intrigue was by no means excluded, and
ted
e
uncles often weighe® the smles in favour of their daughters. J
o s
In this particular case sebudio was Tawana'f maternal ceusin =
she was the daughter of Phetlhu, brother of Tawana's mother -
Ko hosilivr of
Morwanyane. To makgﬂzebudio and her issue absolutely safe and
sure against any poessibleg claims and dispute by other wiees m=m
by Thekhe,
married earlier, or their issue, it was arrangayand given out
that Tawana was marrying $ebudio on behalf of his brother Tau
who had died in youth and before he could marry, and now,k
therefefe, Tawana's childrcn by #Sebudio were counted to Tau; it
was seed raided té Bim to keep his fire burning. And as Tau,
6-04\/ L
if he had lived, would have,chief before Tawama, sSo his {ZI;EEf'

/
children must take precedence before all the children of Tawansa .

Tawana demanded his right to be enthroned, but Lesh::°
demurred, and a clash¢ followed in conseguence of which the tri
-be was dévided between the contestants, the larger party
siding with Leshomo, and the weaker party of Tawana beingf for=-
ced to fly, first to Leporung, beyond Phitshane, and then to
Theanong
Tsoane, opposite and to the north of Phitshane. It was here,
during this flight that Montshiwa was born to Tawana and his
Principal wife $ebudio, daughter of Phetlhu Makgetla. The
year was about 1813, the season was one of Yhf dust-storms at
the end of harvest and winter and therefore probably August.
He was at once hailed as the principal heir of Tawana, his su=-
cessor and future chief of the‘Tshidi—Makgetla tribe.
The name Montshiwa itself like many Tswana names speakgs for
itself and tells the circumstances of the child*s birth.
It means one forced out or extruded (from home), one banished,

an exile, meaning that the baby was expatriated or ekpelded by

Leshomo from the tribal headquarters.
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With the help o%WMakaba, the warrior chief of the Bangwa=

ketse, howeveryTawana was able to march against ILeshomo, signa=
1ly defeat himydislodge him from ga-Tshebethwane, and drive

s
him to Matsekane in the land of the Bahurutshe, and assume hig

rightful place as chief of the Tshidi branch of the Barolong.

Tawana now made his capital at Phitshane and here his son lMon=

-

A
tshiwa spent the tender years of his lgofe 1815 to 1820.

The rebels who have sided with Leshomo gradually returned
they
from lMatsekane, and when Leshomo himself died in 1818, theym=

nearly all came back under latshBeka a son eof ?hutlwa by an in-
ferior wife, and therefore a half-brother of Tawanae. They

Of eliedilon
were received back into the fold, and their sin/condoned. 2ut

even today, after a centudry and a quarter, their defection is

often cast in the teeth of their descendants as "Ba-=latsekane:

meaning the rebels of xkE Matsekane.

ISR fanmﬁ Ala V[iiETWJ 1
l In 1043, the country became fmlled with runour%énd alarums of
-

Wars. shaka the Zulu tyrant had turned the Zulu and adjoini=-
:ﬁt countries up-side down by his military explofits and zhole-
sale decimations. Fugitive tribes fleeing from his sword had
Homadles Decome invaders of elher tribes in their path of flight uMtil
Swdﬁgiz:ahad become a seething cauldren of inter-tribal violence
and bloadshed. $tories of these deeds gradually inflltrated
even into the remote regions of the Batswana country, at first
very vague and fantaatic, but g® gradually receiving bodxg form
and circums tance as one or another of the fugitive mobs‘recame
o, bnether of.
organised and fell successively upon ourx tribe after gf;iythe
Batswanas
The rumours crysyallised into fact when it was known that

a horde, of which the dominant element was the Batlokwa fwom

the northern pargts of Basutoland
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Y#%7 Basotholand, under the command of an amazon by the name of
Ima-ythatisi had early in fthe year 1843 fallem uppn and dispersed
the §eleka branch of the Barolong under their chief Befunelo (fxkie
(8ather of Moroka) at Makw:ssi on the Vaal River, that the invaders
had then proceeded northward, attacked and scatiterdd the Bahuru=
tshe of Diutluleng at Kadichwene on the Marico River. The
marauders had tpen fallen upon the Bakwena oI Moruakgomo at Xaxixh
Borithe, who 5%:5% just then divided and weakened by civil sgrife
were an easy prey to the invaderse. As the country began te leok
more like a desert, the Manthatisi horde/now turned south aleng
the Notwane river and in due course assaulted the Bangwaketse of
. warrior
Miakaba lljat Ranakas. That warbber chief was the first to ilict
a neavy defeat upon this hitherte invincible mob abgput the end of
May 1823,
s It was at this time thas the Tshidi Barolong of Tawana & gt
Fhitshane only 18 miles away, made hurried preparations to ewacu=-
ate their town. Barly in the cold morning of June 1383 pack -
oXen were loaded with foodstuffs and houseware. Frightened
wom&n, children and oldmen filled the road to the 3.8; cattiie,
sheep and goats were collected and driven at a quick paﬁg ggis
and young men, while fighting men formed the mear guard of the
reﬁ%ating multitude.

It is probable that young Montshiwa now 8 years old wasme
one of the boys driving the cattle, for as a chief's son and heir
dresumptive he had to be hardened and inured to harﬁships and
familiarised with the dangers of tribal life of these days,
when men carried their lives in their hands from day to day,when
courage was considered a cardinal virtue and a chief had al‘ﬁys
to be at the forefront of his warriers and in the thickest of
the fight, and was from the earliest years trained to despise

danger, or at least to face it bravely.

The Tshidi Barolong were fleeing from the imminent attaek
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of the Batlokwa, Phitshane being more or less in their line of
advance southward. The refugees could thinkognly one place to
go to, and that was Khunwana, the headquatters of their Ratlou
kinsmen under chief Kgosi, fafier of Moshole .

The enemy did not, however proceed directly to Phitshane,
but took a more easterly route, crossing the Molopo r%ver né%r
its source, somewhere about the present site of Mafgkgng. After
resting here for a day or two, they continued thneir march south-
ward, andzgﬁout the 10th of June, they swooped down upom the town
of thhwana, now occupied by the Ratlou Barolong of Kgosi and

the recent arrivals in the Tshidi Baroleong of Tawana, who hdd
thus, as ﬁt were jumped from the frying pan into the fire by
leaving Phitshane in a panic and whbthout reconmm%ﬁbwkg.

Rendered if possible more savage by their defeat at the
hands of the Bangwaketse of Makaba, the Batlokwa or Ba-lManthatisi
gave the Baroelong ne quarter, and fight as might the Barologg

under their brave young chief Kgosi of the Ratlou, the enemy
carried all before them, slew hundreds eof people including the
chief himself, seized large droves of catile, sheep and goats,
and committed Khunwana to the flames.,

The Tshidi Barolong of Tawana follewed by the Ratlou pepple,
now under @ontse fas regent) Wew retraced their steps back teo

Phitshane. Far better had it been for them if they had never
left it.

As for the Manthatisi marauders, after sacking Khunwanaf
they continued south te the Batlhaping ceuntry took Nokaneng

near Dithakong by storm and as was their custom, set it on fﬁrer
( 24/6/1823) and were about to advance on Lithakong (Karum=n)when
when they were attacked and defeated by 100 armed and meunted
Griguas under their chiefs Adam Xek, Andries Waterboer and ABaX
Barend B3arends, epportunely summoned by the missienary Rebert

L

L
Meffat, and assisted vociferously by 2,000 Batlhaping of chéef
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enemy 5
Mothibi. The Rev. iloffat estimated theif number of the enemy

at about 4Q,000. They were commanded by their sub-chiefs

Kgaraganye and Chuane.

b g L B()/fcr"c-u.ﬂ
- -

The flight eof the Tshidi- te Khunwana and their defeat andd
Bastoleng

forced returndd te Phitshane with the Ratlous was in the middle
of winter (June 1323). They had to face indescribable hardships.
Hundreds died by the spears and batile-axes of the enemy, add
other hundreds perished by the road side from fatigue, hunger

and exposure, while many ethers = the feeble and the old, were |
devoured by thé beasts of prey. - liens and tigers and hyenas

that prowled mImmg around them by night and by daye. For many yeors
after, thﬁir bones bleached in the sun, a grim and eloquent
testimony of their tragic histery.

(4884) A year after the re-settlement of the Barolong at

Phitshane, Robert Moffatd arrived there en his way te visit
Makaba, the B Bangwaketse chief at Kgwakgwe. He was accompanied
by a party of @rigquas of Barend Barends. Lt is very provable
that he was the first white man that Mentshiwa had ever seen.

It is certain that this was the first accasion that Meffat had
ever met this (Tshidi) branch ef the Barolong. He descrives

Tawana as a"weak imbecile~leoking man" (p.388 Missionary
Labours).

Those who knew Tawana are of cource all dead. The last of
them was his daughter-in-law thud»kwenm wife of #aane- the
youngest of “ontshiwads brothers . Born in 1837, she died at a
great age in 1940, But her mind was clear and her memory lueid

to the very end.
According to her znd others, Tawana was of middle stature.

He was of light complexion, had a very flat nose and a remarkably
protruding lower lip , apt Xmxkzmmg somewhat to hang.
This last feature would probably account for the appearance of

imbecility. The description accords wits, in the main with e
LRRXRAUEXKS RIKRWx Moffat's spdoBed characterisation , end also that
of the f?avelleq# Andrew Geddes Bain , noted later hereunder.



MONTSHIWA®S

IN?RQDUGTION: There was probably no mmm=m black man in South Africa
Wa0seé name was sp much in the mouth of the publiic and the press xi-
® ln the middie and towards the end of thée Lyth
Century as that of Montshiwa ( or ¥mmkim lMontsioa as i1t has been
corrupted.)vThere was certainiy no better known African name in South
Africa and England in those years commencing in 1870 and ending in
1386 , and no person was more admired, Lionised, petted mmixmmerm
courted, and caressd by the one European section, whilie he was at the
same timeé::u;ed, cursed, villified and damned by the other section,.
e
on whmxy® whose

Such is the pers

1ife it is intende
sHTdY "branch of +1

- A

es, L tribe kmown -as. the Ba=Rolong

plateau right in the centre of South Africa., This
tabletand is 4,500 feet above sea iovel and florms the water shed of the
affluents of the Limpopo = crocodile or Udl)River on the east, and the muck
smaliler MolLopo river on the west.

It is supposed by ethnologists that in the fifteenth, sixteenth or sevenxe
teenth centuries, these peopae were forced to miigrate southwrds from SEmkr
ARrxzax their traditional 'home in Central Affica by inter-nacine wars, due
to many tribes in equatoriai Africa pushing one another southward in the
same manner as raiilway trucks push each other 1823
tThe Barolong peopie were first introduced to written records and history/
by a humb.ie misﬁi nary Samuel Broadbent who met a section of them during
their migration '€ the same reason of war , This section finally settied
at ThabaNcho near Basutoiand in what is now the Orange free State, under
their chief Moroka, histoxy
Underxy this chief, and here at Thaballcho they mmrm Rkxk first made Rammmus
, 80 far back as x8% the fFime of the Great Trek in 1836 by showing friend-
ship and hospitality to Hedrik rotgieter and his maxzk trek party in their
hour of distress and perii. :
The first historical mention and writing of the name 'Montshiwa'! .ias probab-
ly at this time, in the decade 1830~ 340, 1t wompid be ,,ofcourse by the
Baroiong missionary James Archbeit amd his coiicagues, and possibiy by the
kindiy and interesring diarist the eerwarde Erasmus Smit, spiritual guide
of the rotgieter voortrekker party. The name might also appear in the hist
orical records of the time, when the aroLong princes- the sons of Moroka
and Tawana at Thabancho led forays against the Basotho, and came frequent-
iy into coliLlision with the sons of Moshoeshoe to the latters annoyance at
their thieving propensities. down a decade .iater
We are on surer ground when we come/to the year L850 ., Montshiwa's father
and his section of the Baro.t.ong had left Thabalicho for their home on the
MoLopo river; lontshiwa had soon succeeded his fatehrr Tawana in the xkx
chieftainship of the Tshidi branch of the “arolong at Lotihakane, and
was receiving verbal and written communications from his Dutch-Afrikaner
neighbours exhilerated by the munificence of the Sand River Convention of
1352,

oo ine name of lontshiwa and that of the Ishidl Barolong. comes
©  tliy into the lime iight of history in conneection with the di
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P amondiferous ian-s. e meeb them agaiar
~in the Woundary disputes of the western Transveal of 188l to 1885, which
‘were the repeecussions of the Transvaal War of Independence, and which
culminated in the famous Majuba episode in Natal and the Warrend Exped-
ition &n Bechuanaland 1885, In controversy, Montshiwa
comes much into prominence and has much praise accorded him by the Eng-
1ish people and equally as much abuse heaped on him by the Dutch-EKfrik-
aner people, His name is now associated with that of Moshete $Moshett)
another Barolong chilef, but always on the obverse side, That is to say
that when praise and approbation are heaped on the one, censure and and
opprobryium are hurled at the other vice versa, g

il »,14444 - e M Sk 2 4 L
Finally we meet Montshiwa™g barolong_, in connection with the Anglo—Boer
War $1399-1902when they fought side by side with the British, and thelr
town of Mafikeng was besleged with the European town of Mafeking by the
Transvaal commandos, and defended by lMaj Xmimm Gen Baden-Powell,

Above we have mentioned Moshete, Montshiwa, Moroka and Matlaba,All these
are Barolong chieftains; each of them the) principal chief of one or ano-
ther of the four main sections of the Barolong tribe, these divisions
being the Ratlou at Khunwana in the Lichtenburg District and also at
Setlagole, Kraaipan, Madibogo, Motsitlatldne, rhitshane, Tshidilamolomo
in the Mafeking District, and at Ganyesa and Morokweng in the Vryburg
District; (b)the Tshidl branch at Mafeking , (¢) the Seleka branch at
Thaba Ncho, and (d) the Eapulana branch at Rmkkfswkmim Lotlhakane (Reit-
fontein ) in the lafeking District and also at Bodibe (Eolfontein) in
the Lichtenburg District,

These sections or branches of the Warolong tribe originate from one
common stem an their chlefs descend from one man =
Tau, who was k of one great Barolong tribe in formeryxamidxmakxwary
rempkm times . k8823 These former times times are however, near enough
to leave us in no doubt about| the rank and precedence of the *arolong
chiefs, smd that order of precedence according to sendoribg of kirth Reing
pappakExkadxinxkhaxsanzxagl derived from the order of the sons of Tau
and perpetuated in their progeny, and that order being Ratlou, Tshidi,)..
Seleka, Rapulana, represented at pbesent by their offspring in Moshete,
Montshiwa, Moroka and Matlaba v oroly
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ANTECEDENTS AND GENEALOGY: Montshiwa was born in or about the year 8.5
- yhe year of the famous battie of Waterloo which encompassed the fail of
Napoleon. The month was probabLy August. The date is arrived at by ref-
erence to the average age of lontshiwa's regiment or age=-group or mophato
- the Mantwa, who were born between L8i2 and L8L7 and were initiated into
manhood in 1832, lontshiwa, being a chiefs son woutLd be among the youngest
of his group at the time of initiation. The date is also arrived at by
corration of famous events in the history of the Tshidi and other branches
of the Baroiong tribe such as the inavasion of the Mathatisi hordes and
the sack of Khunwana by the Matebele; also by estimates of Travellers
1ike Emii Hoiub and missionarieg iike John Mackenzie,
The great king Tau of the Baroiong had died a warrior@sdeath Lin 1660, In
spite of accasional hivings off from the mother tribe owing to differences
and disputes about succession, the Eaxermxmmg numerous and powerful Barolong
tribe guring many years of southward mhgration and inter-tribal wars
mostly kept together as a compact body owing allegiance $o one king, down
to the time of Tau, lL4th of L5th in descent from Moroiong the traditionai
and haif mythical founder of the tribe.
Tau was a graet warrior, and when he died at Taung about the year L660 the
awe which he had inspired among the surrounding tribes came to a sudden
end, and as one thg rose to shake off the irksome yoke of their Baroliong
overiords.
Uader the comparatively weak Leadership of Nthufa- Tau's younger brother
and regent for Tau's sons, the Baroiong fied before their enemies from
one encampment to another untii they came to Setiagoie about L770, which
they made theitr permanent home. With external danger removed,internal
dissensions arose resulting in the breaking up of the tribe into five
sections each adknowiedging one or another of the five sons of Tau as its
king. These sons of Tau are, in order of seniority =Ratiou, Tshidi,
Makgetia,Seieka and Rapuitana , whence we have the Ratiou Baroiong, the
Tshidli Baroi.ong, the lMakgetia Baroiong, the Seieka Barolong and the Rapu=-
lana Baroiong. This graphlie schema may be useful :

Tau X.1 Kgamana daughter of iorakiie )¢=- Ratiou , Modisa

X.< Kabasana ,, ;5 JMabuie === Tghidi
X.3 llotshwaabangwe Sl s --~ Makgetia,laleme,llaget
X.4 Moshwaana el L --=- Seleka,Rapuilana &g

Ramhitshana
NoBe X means married
-"'} (¥ begot

From the second of these sons of Tau, namely Tshidi, Montshiwa 32325&%% :
Tshidi is however no more than a tituiar or nominai founder of his “aroio=-
ng cian, From its very emergence authority was weiieded on his behalf by
Makgetia of the third house, who)was/on affedtionate terms with Kabasana

- Tshidi's mother. much oider and

After an undistinguished career, Tshidi was kiiied in a battle against
the Digoja, a primitive Bataung tribe somewhere about Mamusa \ the present
Schweizer I?ieneke) about the year L775.

ATSHIDI x L Maetswane =-~-=-ilojanku, Mojankunyana, Tihutiwa

X.2 Kijukhu -=~ llokgothu
Xe3 Khukhwane === Leshomo lMabina
Xo4 7T % --- Thatane, iangwegape.

To Tshidi are credited several chiidren, nameliy Mojanku, Mojankunyana,
Tiutiwa, Mokgothu, Leshomo,Mabina and Mangwegape, by several wives, and
in that order of rank,

Under Makgetia, the re-united Tshidi and Makgetlia clans now ieft Setiagore
and settied at rhitshane, whiie the SeLeka and Rapuiana 8 also went
to # Lotihakane, leaving the Setiagole commonwealth to %§g§ tiou max
clan, At rhitshane the Tshidi-ilakgetia cian was invaded by the Ratiou
clan under Modirwagale- a senior son of Ratiou., In the battie that ensued
Tihutiwa the secion of the Tshidi famiiy and ward of Makgetia was kiited,
ileaving Makgetia the virtual chief of the Tshidieilakgetlia clan., He was
survived by his wives and several chiidren, some of them naturai, most

of them putative, and some others raised to him iong affer his death,
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ANTECEDENTS AND GENEALOGY:
Montshowa was born about the year 1815, the year of the 'amous Battle of
Wigterloo which encompassed the fall of Napoleon., The month was probably
kugust, This date is arrived at by reference to the average age of Mon-
tshiwa's regiment or age group - Mantwa, who were born born between 1812
and 1816, and Montshiyg\!%}ggljat the time of initiationy & chief's son
g would¥Ybe among the youges that regiment, The date 1s” also determined
by the collation of famous events in history of the Tshidi and
other branches of the ®Parolong (vide p, re"Mantwa" and "Montshiwa',
—The great king Tau had dled a warrior's deatH_EE‘TEEEE"IE*IVFH“ﬁﬁi?“
awe whic? his name had inspired among the surrounding tribes was at an
end, and now the surrounding tribes, so long under his heel x£kRA%up as
one against the Barolong., Under the comparatively feeble leadership of
Nthufa - Tau's brother who naturally became regent for Ratlpu, Taus's son
of highest rank and successor, the Barolong fled hither and thither =-
Dithakong, Dithakwaneng, Ganyesa, Morokweng, Mosita, (and finally settled
at Setlagole During these movements, Rakimmxkad regent Nthufa had also
died and hgd been succeeded by Seleka, the eldest of Tayd's sons as regent,
 and 1t¥®Re who installed Ratlou in the kingship at MogZta i wrdipubel jueciauoms
o The new king was , however somn afflicted with t.. small pox, then
‘ raging in epldemic form, and succumbed to it, /MWiie svgh & G0 diy Jue il
Signs off rivalry among the princes) thet had been do mant under the strong
administration of Tau, and subsequently during the /years of kmxxme fear< .
frpm aggressive foes, now deckared themselves whey the people enjoyed dﬂ#“
measure of peaces\ It 1s said that the emmediate cAuse of the strife was
llac rivalry for the hand of g? a-maremela - the youdg and beautiful widow of
the deceased king Ratlou, fatlou's own brother Modisa claimed her as his
legitimate heritage, but she favoured Rapulana,/ and was supported in her
‘choice by all Ratlou's half brothers , Tshidi, /akgetla, Seleka and their
+. wards as against the Ratlou wgrd, On fhis feu: e rock, the ’arolong ship
~ came to grief,\and once the split began, it c ?ginued 8% xmong. Hhe
. allied wanda.so-that-ultimately xh- . atlou wards
xxx,but XX iR xxns : : : X
XHd the Seleka and napulana wards also wen, thei
and Makgetla wards which made a common cause.
In ghis way,the strong Barolong tribe whigh owed allegiance to Tau split
intgclans with one or another of the song of Tau as 1ts titular founder,
whence we have the Ratlou Barolong, the /Tshidi Barolong, the Makgetla
Barolong, the Seleka Baroléng/ &nd the Rapulana Barolong/ in thnt order
o{_ggglgzity. ) . B0A8 O0f Tau —— Sewmeatter——————
~  From the second of these kikmixr fmmmimrx, namely Tshidi
Monsthiwa descends, Tshidli is however no more that a titular, or nominal
founder of the Tshidi Barolong .He /is only a figurehead inasmuch as he
was never formally installed as chief or ruled, Authority was wielded on
his behalf and in his name by Makgetla his half-mother next to him in
rank, but much older in years, In the ,disrupti that took place at
Setlagole, the wards recognising Makgetla andg%yﬁggf;%oogn&sing Tshidi
were thrown together by sympathy. Tshidl was a young man withoyt any
military or adminstrative experience, while Makgetla was a rrior
i with great personal appeal , Me thus became, not only the chief of his
< | wards but also regent of thé Tshidi wards, & position in which he was
| entrenched when a few years later (¢ 1775)Tshidl was killed in his first
,expedition again;thgg Digojas =g branch of the Bataung- somewhere about
Mamusa( 8e g Sc E + Reneke) and Makget&a gggﬁéggegis widow (Maetswa=
na )and thus now became, rixferxTxhiditx gua hidi's smmx chi-

)/ldren and regent for Pshidi's eldest s Tlhutlwa. >
-l With th?/Tshidi and makggtigig%ans, akgetla ﬁ%: left Setifa

PakgriIaxn
gole and settled at Phitshane (¢ 1779), A (&%)
They were not/long here when one early morning they ware invaded by
the Ratlou peole uﬁder Modirwagale,and in the pattle that ensued, Tlhutlwa
e f§§;§ dl wards in whom all their hopes were centred Wwesa.d
kil i actio ke his father Tshidi, he died before he was formally
enthroned, Soveﬂal # ehildren are counted to him , some natural, but
v/most of them putative.( Beoeves {70
— As the wards of the Tshidi clan sre still graded acsording to
ly rank of tlth{wa's sons, 1t 1s as well to mentlen them, They lgg auy
Tawana and Moshwela im,the first houSe,( ‘really three sisstera’- Morwa,
Morwanyana, and Motshiéisi married to supplement each other), Lekgetho
by the second house, Magetlha by the third house, Legae and Lekone by the
fourth house, $nvhdatshoka by the fifgh house
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