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The United je-:ocratic Front - a broad alliance of political, worker, 
./omen, youth, rclijicus, sport, professional and civic ardaniaatiens 
cf the people- cf South Africa - has followed closely and with crave 
concern events jt Chc last rew months in die icui.;i2rn .\.rican re-ian. 
And because of the cc-ntral role in which Mozambique has featured we 
are determined to communicate our views on sor.;e of the issues to you 
and the people of .Mozambique.

The Nkoriati Accord aside the reported assertion by the .lozanbican 
Chief cf the Army, Conraie Sebasdao tiabots, in an interview with 
Pierre Haski of Liberation, that the South African strurole is^a marc 
civil rights issue has not on^y caused sensternation, it has also noc 
found acceptability a.iiong us. le. therefore, ish to seek clariTici- 
tion on this statement and also to state our view on the matter.

The South ;,fric;n struggle, as you are npjeuet T.yara, is a stru<rle 
against colonialism albei':, colonialism in a special type. This cou.it- 
trywas initially invaued by the Ditth and later comprehensiibeiomuerec 
by the English at the turn of the century.

Then in 1910 Britain passed political power into the hands of the '.'hite 
settler poculation anainst the wishes of the other sections of the oop- 
ulatior. .Since then ,/hites have monopolised the rule of this country 
contending thenselves with thsystematic and violent repression of tne 
aspirations of the other national groups. This state of affairs re ains 
unchanced even under the so-called new constitutional dispensation.

It is, therefore, abundantly clear that the peesent regime is not the 
government of the people of South Africa but one aroitrarily installed 
by imperialist countries. Its express role is to check our people's 
resistance against the exploitation of the human and mineral resources 
of the country. Obviously such a government has no lecitanatg to govern 
over the people of South Africa.



To suggest, therefore, as Comrade Mabote's reported sentiments does, 
that the South African struggle is a mere civil rights affair is 
to mistakenly lend legitimacy and credibility to a minority colonial 
regime. And we cannot object in the strongest of terns.

Let us, however, hasten to remark that the South African struggle, 
like all other struggles, has both national and international dimen­
sions. And to that extent freedom and peace-loving ppople around the 
world - and that includes the people of Mozambique - have a role in 
it as wel**«*§ut the primacy of the role of South Africans must al­
ways beccgoi§nised and respected.

It is our view, that in the struggles tha: are jeing vM ’ed against 
oppression, exploitation and imperialist plunder the copies of the 
particular countries in which these struggles are being '-/aged must 
enjoy the right to determine for themselves the conditions and inter- 
orete the nature and stages through which saah struggles go.

It was in this spirit that throughout the Mozambican struggle South 
Africans refrained from interpreting for Mozambican their struggle, 
but, instead, contended themselves with taking the cue, in the final 
analysis, from Frelimo as the spearhead of that strung! ■». Obviously 
this is correct because it is only as the onpressed and exploited 
masses carry the responsibility for their freedom that what freedom 
is won will benefit them. This is valid for our ccur.tr;• and her 
people too. We shall appreciate clarification on this matter, Com­
rade President, if cur response is not correctly conceived.

Finally, we salute Frelimo and the gallant people of Mozambique for 
the heroic struggle they waced against their erstwhile Portuguese 
coloniesrs. V.’e shall forever show inspiration from their performance.

Your continuing struggle against the counter revolutionary M*!E, which 
is set on undermining the present efforts to eradicate the colonial 
after-effects of starvation, disease, poverty, illiteracy, lack of 
housing, etc, enjoys our people's full backing too.

Long live the Mozambican revolution!

Long live Frelimo, the leaders and people of Mozambique!

Long live the friendship and co-operation of th'1 peoples of South 
Africa and Mozambique!

Long live the co-operation of Frontline states!

Long live the international struggle against oppression and exploit­
ation!

Yours in the struggle for justice and peace.

MOSIUOA
mAT 11/717 •.uiUTY SECRETARY



Collection Number: AK2117 
  
DELMAS TREASON TRIAL 1985 - 1989
  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:-Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:-Johannesburg 
©2012 

LEGAL NOTICES: 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 
African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 
owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of the collection records and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, 
University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, 
the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all 
liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related 
information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The 
University of the Witwatersrand.
 


