A

1 July 1.C4
_XVP lw. TV .C Ticl)IUCin

The United je-:ocratic Front - a broad alliance of political, worker,
Joren, youth, rclijicus, sport, professional and civic ardaniaatiens
cf the people- cf South Africa - has followed closely and with crave
concern events jt Chc last rew months in die iaui.;i2rn .\.rican re-ian.
And because of the cc-ntral role In which Mozambique has featured we
are determined to communicate our views on sr.;e of the issues to you
and the people of _Mozambique.

The Nkoriati Accord aside the reported assertion by the .lozanbican
Chief cf the Army, Conraie Sebasdao tiabots, In an interview with
Pierre Haski of Liberation, that the South African strurole i1s™a marc
civil rights issue has not ony caused sensternation, it has also noc
found acceptability aiiog us. le. therefore, ish to seek clariTici-
tion on this statement and also to state our view on the matter.

The South ;,fric;n struggle, as you are npjeuet T.yara, Is a stru<rle
against colonialism albei™:, colonialism iIn a special type. This cou.it-
trywas initially invaued by the Ditth and later comprehensiibeiomuerec
by the English at the turn of the century.

Then in 1910 Britain passed political power into the hands of the ".“hite
settler poculation anainst the wishes of the other sections of the oop-
ulatior. .Since then ,/hites have monopolised the rule of this country
contending thenselves with thsystematic and violent repression of tne
aspirations of the other national groups. This state of affairs re ains
unchanced even under the so-called new constitutional dispensation.

It is, therefore, abundantly clear that the peesent regime is not the
government of the people of South Africa but one aroitrarily installed
by imperialist countries. Its express role is to check our people®s
resistance against the exploitation of the human and mineral resources
of the country. Obviously such a government has no lecitanatg to govern
over the people of South Africa.



To suggest, therefore, as Comrade Mabote®s reported sentiments does,
that the South African struggle 1is a mere civil rights affair is
to mistakenly lend legitimacy and credibility to a minority colonial
regime. And we cannot object in the strongest of terns.

Let us, however, hasten to remark that the South African struggle,
like all other struggles, has both national and international dimen-
sions. And to that extent freedom and peace-loving ppople around the
world - and that includes the people of Mozambique - have a role in
it as wel*™«*8&ut the primacy of the role of South Africans must al-
ways beccgoi8nised and respected.

It is our view, that in the struggles tha: are jeing vM &d against
oppression, exploitation and imperialist plunder the copies of the
particular countries in which these struggles are being "-/aged must
enjoy the right to determine for themselves the conditions and inter-
orete the nature and stages through which saah struggles go.

It was in this spirit that throughout the Mozambican struggle South
Africans refrained from interpreting for Mozambican their struggle,
but, instead, contended themselves with taking the cue, in the final
analysis, from Frelimo as the spearhead of that strung! ms Obviously
this 1s correct because it i1s only as the onpressed and exploited
masses carry the responsibility for their freedom that what freedom
is won will benefit them. This is valid for our ccur.tr;eand her
people too. We shall appreciate clarification on this matter, Com-
rade President, 1if cur response iIs not correctly conceived.

Finally, we salute Frelimo and the gallant people of Mozambique for
the heroic struggle they waced against their erstwhile Portuguese
coloniesrs. \& shall forever show inspiration from their performance.
Your continuing struggle against the counter revolutionary M*IE, which
iIs set on undermining the present efforts to eradicate the colonial
after-effects of starvation, disease, poverty, illiteracy, lack of
housing, etc, enjoys our people®s full backing too.

Long live the Mozambican revolution!

Long live Frelimo, the leaders and people of Mozambique!

Long live the friendship and co-operation of th"l peoples of South
Africa and Mozambique!

Long live the co-operation of Frontline states!
Long live the international struggle against oppression and exploit-
ation!

Yours in the struggle for justice and peace.
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