
Il was the last week of th e  A lgerian war. N ot the bloodiest —  for the  p itched  battles of the regular arm ies 
' were over —  but the m ost m urderous. I t  was the  w eek th a t th e  war moved, finally, from  the open fields and hills 

into  th e  city streets, w here corpses lay huddled on pavem ents or dangled from  th e  cross-arms of telephone poles; 
j  w here death stalked m ore surely am ongst the  civilian th a n  th e  m ilitary  population. In  Oran and A lgiers, an era 
I was going down in bitterness and blood. N ot all th e  arm ed m ight of France, n ot all its je t planes and autom atic 

weapons had proved pow erful enough  to save it. W hite suprem acy was finished and at an end. All th a t rem ain ­
ed was its degenerate OAS band of assassins, b itterly  co n tin u in g  a lost and  hopeless battle from  behind  th e  shield 

I of a venal French arm y.

Going Down —In Blood
M R .  F O U C H E ' S  I N V A S I O N  M Y T H

In  th e  m id st of th is  w eek, a t  th e  o th er 
end of th e  continent, D efence M inister 
Fouche casu ally  inform ed th e  co u n try  
th a t  “ M ilitary  action  a g a in s t  th e  R epub­
lic w as being openly advocated  •— and 
secre tly  planned.” E lsew here  in th is  
world, th e  pro sp e c t of foreign  invasion 
“ . . . by som e A fro -A sian  countries  . . . 
w ith  th e  p o ten tial fo r  e s tab lish in g  a n  
‘a rm y  of lib e ratio n ’ . . . w hich  in  i ts  en­
tire ty  could fo rm  a  form idable a rm y ,” 
w ould be tre a te d  w ith  due seriousness. 
I f  revealed  a t  all, it  w ould be revealed, 
surely, by  th e  P rim e  M inister, e ith e r a t  
a  special session of P a rlia m e n t o r in an  
a d d re ss  to  th e  nation. I t  would 1 o t be 
m ade by a  som ew hat ju n io r  m inister, 
w ith  an  a ir  of com p ara tiv e  indifference, 
on th e  ro u tin e  d a te  w hen th e  D efence 
b u d g et is u n d e r a n n u a l review .

B u t th is  is  N a tio n a list-ru le d  South 
A frica . The s ta n d a rd s  of th e  outside 
w orld  do n o t a pply . H ere th ere  is a  
s ta n d a rd  s to ck -in -trad e  w hich cabinet 
m in iste rs  unveil before th e  ad m irin g  eye 
of th e ir  c o n stitu e n ts  from  tim e to  tim e. 
O ne y e a r  i t  is a n  e laborate  —  though  
w holly  u n s u b sta n tia te d  —  p lo t to poison 
th e  n a tio n ’s w a te r  supplies; a nother, a  
p lo t to  a ssa ssin a te  leading g overnm ent 
f ig u re s, a n d  b rin g  down ell public s e r­
v ices th ro u g h  a  n atio n al arso n  plot. 
Som e y e a rs  ago i t  w a s th e  Cheese- 
C heesa  a rm y  —  w hich n ev er s e t  lig h t 
to  even a  single w a ste -p a p e r  basket; 
th is  y e a r  i t  is a n  “ A fro-A sian  a rm y .” 
W e a re  n o t expected  to  ta k e  i t  seriously; 
i t  is n o t even p resen ted  in a  m an n e r 
w hich m ak es  it  credible.

I t  is  all ju s t  a  m a tte r  of N a tio n a list 
p a rty  procedure. T hey do n o t consider 
i t  good fo rm  to  s ta n d  up  in  P a rlia m e n t 
a n d  announce th e  Euppression of all op­
position to  w h ite  su p rem a cy  ju s t  be­
cause  it  is opposition. T hey  p re fe r  to  
concoct an  elaborate , unbelievable and 
disbelieved sto ry  of a  poison plo t. N o r 
do th e y  d a re  a n y  lo n g er to  announce a  
p la n  fo r  m assive  a rm a m e n t an d  m ilita ri­
sation  in  o rd er to  p reserv e  w hite  baas- 
sk a p  from  in te rn al challenge. T hey 
p re fe r  to  concoct a  casual, th re a d b a re  
an d  unbelievable sto ry  ab o u t invasion 
fro m  abroad . The w onder is n o t th a t  
th e y  m ak e  such a  s ta te m e n t so casually; 
th e  w onder is  t h a t  —  th is  tim e —  th ey  
h a v e  been believed.

TH E T ISSU E O F  LIES
I t  is  n o t to  be expected t h a t  th e  s ta te ­

m e n t should be questioned on th e  N a-

By L. BERNSTEIN

tio n alist benches . T h ere  is  no room  fo r  
independent th in k in g  in th e  tig h t-p ack ed  
r a n k s  of conform ism . B u t i t  is  to  be 
expected  th a t, on th e  opposition side, 
th ere  should be m en who th in k  f ir s t  and 
sp eak  a fte rw ard s .

T hought one: I t  is  800 m iles from  th e  
R epublic of South  A fric a  to  th e  n e a r­
e s t A fro-A sian  te rr ito ry , T anganyika. 
T he land  invasion ro u te  lies across 
N o rth ern  and S outhern  R hodesia. 
W hy no m ention by th e  M inister, then, 
of th e  need fo r  a  m utual-defence 
t re a ty  w ith  R h o d e sia?

T h o u g h t two: P e rh a p s  th e  invasion 
w ill be a irb o rn e ?  O r n a v a l?  W hy 
th en  no suggestion  in th e  M inister’s 
D efence b u d g et th a t  p rio rity  is  to  be 
given to  A ir F orce  o r  N avy; b u t r a ­
th e r  t h a t  p rio rity  is  to  be given to 
“ com m andos” an d  land  fo rc e s?  

T hought three: H ow  does th e  M inister 
com e by  “s e cre t” in fo rm atio n  of w h a t

"Those who have te a rs  fo r 

S outh A frica  p re p a re  to  shed 

th em  now. For inexorably we 

a re  m oving in to  th e  tw ilight 

th a t  p re c e d e s  th e  n ight."
—  L aurence G andar. In  

th e  R an d  D aily  M ail.

goes on in an y  A fric an  s ta te  w hich 
belongs to  th e  A fro-A sian  group  ? 
South  A fric a  h a s  no em bassy  o r con­
su la te  in  an y  of them ; its  m ilita ry  in ­
telligence h a s  a lw a y s been provided by 
th e  B ritish  a rm y  —  an d  w e a re  no 
lo n g er in  th e  C om m onw ealth.

T hese a re  n ot v e ry  profound  thoughts; 
th e y  a re  shallow  enough, in fac t, to  h ave  
e m erg ed  in th e  m inds of th e  opposition 
M .P ’s  —  if th ey  a re  still capable of 
th o u g h t. B u t no such  th o u g h ts  did 
e m erg e —  o r n o t un til i t  w as too late . 
S e n a to r  G eorge S u tte r  fo r  th e  U nited  
P a r ty  ru sh ed  to  prom ise th e  govern­
m en t ‘fu ll co-operation in co m b attin g  
fifth-colum n activ ities, p u ttin g  down 
a n ti-w a r m ovem ents ,and  helping to  p ut 
sab o te u rs  in co ncentration  cam p s.’ O ver­
night, th e  South  A fric an  F o u n d atio n 's  
tam e  Poobah, S ir  F ra n c e s  de G uingand,

w as p o n tific a tin g  a t  length  about the 
m ilita ry  s tra te g y  of th e  im pending in­
vasion. “ I  a g ree  w ith  M r. Fouche th a t  
th e  A fro-A sian bloc are , and have been, 
p lan n in g  som e offensive action a g a in s t  
S o u th  A frica  or South  W est A frica . I  
h ave  c e rta in  inform ation  a t  m y disposal 
. . .  I  a g re e  also  t h a t  w e m u st provide 
in  th is  co u n try  arm ed  forces th a t  can  
deal w ith  in te rn al security  a n d  defence, 
and e x tern a l agg ressio n .” E veryone 
agreed , everyone w hose view s a re  p ub­
lishable t h a t  is —  everyone except th e  
E d ito r of th e  R and  D aily M ail an d  th e  
lone P ro g ressiv e  M .P. Suddenly, th e  
casual m in isteria l s ta te m e n t h ad  becom e 
a  landm ark , a  sensation  . In  th e  new  
united  w hite  ard o u r of m ilitarism , no 
frenzied  proposal fo r  placing  th e  w hite  
population on a  w a r  footing  w as too fa n ­
tastic . T he colum ns of th e  N atio n alist 
p ress  spaw ned a  score of h y ste ric a l p ro ­
posals —  th a t  th e  population be ta u g h t  
‘to  f ig h t w ith  o u r b a re  han d s if neces­
s a ry ’; th a t  th e  en tire  w h ite  population 
should h e nceforth  live ‘w ith  th e  trow el 
in  one h a n d  a n d  th e  sw ord in th e  o th er.’

T H A N K S  TO  THE O P P O S IT IO N

I t  is  doubtful w h eth er M r. Fouche’s 
s ta te m e n t w a s  intended by th e  g o v ern ­
m en t to  have th is  effect. M aking the 
w h ite  flesh  creep  w ith  im ages of m enac­
in g  black  hordes reac h in g  o ut to  confis­
c a te  th e ir  p ro p erties  a n d  th e ir  w ives is 
a  sm all-beer com m onplace of South  A f­
ric a n  politics. So is  th e  im age of a 
sm all, w hite, hero ic  band  holding o ut a t  
th e  tip  of a  continent a g a in s t  th e  inva­
sion o f d a rk  fo rces of an  alien world. 
I t  is  used w ith  only m inor v aria tio n s  of 
e m phasis a t  ev e ry  S tryddag, a g ric u l­
tu ra l  show  opening and ju k sk e i prize- 
giving. I t  is  no longer expected to  be a  
sensation; it  is recited  by  politicians and 
received even by  p lattela n d  audiences, 
a s  th e  tire d  w orn  c lap tra p  t h a t  i t  is.

W h a t m ade it  d iffe ren t on th is  occa­
sion w as th a t, th is  tim e, th e  official op­
position cam e o ut in en th u siastic  su p ­
p o rt  fo r  th is  w arm ed-over cold g ru el of 
a  th o u san d  N atio n a list p a rty  speeches. 
W e have becom e accustom ed to  th e  p e ­
cu liarly  South  A fric an  convention t h a t  
th e  official opposition m ay  chide, critU  
cise or scoff, b u t t h a t  i t  nev e r nev e r op­
poses. I t  is  now  n ec essa ry  to  g e t  used 
to  th e  idea t h a t  in  fac t, i t  s u p p o rts  th e  
governm ent— n o t ju s t  on one little  m ea­
su re  w hich w ill soon b e  buried  in  th e  
s ta tu te  books, b u t on a  w hole course  of
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policy w hich w ill shape every  a sp ec t of 
life  in th e  y e a rs  a h e ad  of us. The Fouche 
speech —  an d  i ts  a f te rm a th  —  is not 
ju s t  a n  exercise in  s a b re -ra ttlin g  by th e  
N a tio n a lis t P a r ty , w hose only m ilita ry  
accom plishm ent in  th e  p a s t  s ix ty  y ea rs  
w a s  th e  s la u g h te r  of S harpeville. I t  is 
m ore th a n  th a t . I t  is th e  p a ssin g  of a n  
e ra  of h istory , an d  th e  em ergence of a 
new  e ra  —  th e  e ra  of w hite  South  A fri­
ca  on a  p e rm a n e n t w a r  footing.

H ow  casu ally , th o u g h tlessly  the South 
A fric a n  p a rliam e n t could s e t  th e  coun­
t r y  decisively  on a  m ilita ry  b asis! O ver­
n ig h t  th e  new  h y s te r ia  w as w hipped up 
in  th e  N a tio n a lis t p ress. The f irs t  
pe ace-tim e  w a r  budget passed  w ithout 
a  m u rm u r, w ith  a  reco rd  120 m illion 
ra n d  fo r  m ilita ry  purposes, increased 
p rice s of books, g ram ophone records, 
b e e r  a n d  petro l, and increased  income 
ta x  to  fo o t th e  bill. The censorship  of 
th e  p re s s  is  ju s t  ahead, and a lread y  the 
p re ss-b a ro n s  have  sold th e  p a ss  and se­
cu red  exem ptions fo r  them selves by 
u n d e rta k in g  to  censor them selves to  ac­
quiescence in w hite  dom ination a t  any 
price . T here is ta lk  of h a rsh e r  m ea­
su re s  of in te rn al suppression, w ith  ru ­
m o u rs  of lo n g -term  a rr e s ts  w ithout 
tr ia l  and possibly  even d eath  sentences 
fo r  political opponents of th e  ju g g e r­
n a u t. T h ere  is a n  u gly  public h y ste ria  
being encouraged  w ith  c o n sta n t official 
p res s u re  on w h ites  —  only w hites  —  to  
jo in  vo lu n te e r com m ando u n its  and pis­
tol clubs.

TH E R O A D  TO  C A L V A R Y

T hose w ith  a  sense of h isto ry  m ight 
h ave reflec ted  m o m en tarily  t h a t  here, 
sev en  y e a rs  before, w as A lgeria. Those 
seven y e a rs  h ave cost th e  lives of some 
16,000 F re n ch m e n  an d  tw o hundred  thou­
san d  A lgerians. F o r  w h a t?  F o r  the 
g ra tific a tio n  of th e  am bitions of a  G en­
e ra l S a la n ?  F o r  th e  sa tisfa c tio n  of th e  
b lood-lust of a  w h ite  A lgerian  w ho be­
lieved t h a t  being w h ite  e n titled  him  to  
ru le  A lg e ria  fo r  e v e r?  To s a tis fy  the  
m ediaeval belief t h a t  A lg erian s  a re  non­
w hite, a n d  hence in fe rio r ? A nd still the 
price  of those  em otions h a s  to  be fully  
exacted , in th e  la s t  b i tte r  b a ttles  of 
F re n ch m a n  a g a in s t  F re n ch m a n , in the 
f ir s t  F re n ch  civil w a r  since the P a ris  
Com m une of 1871.

T here is no such sense of h isto ry  in 
th e  South  A frican  P a rlia m e n t. T here, 
in th e  exclusive w h ite  holy-of-holies in 
w hich  no non-w hite h a s  ever sa t, th ere  
w a s  com plete indifference to  th e  les­
sons being blazoned o ut in  blood and 
rubble in A lg iers. Indifference, o r p e r­
h a p s  acceptance th a t, despite  A lgeria, 
w e w ill tre a d  th e  sam e b itte r  p a th  to  our 
ow n b itte r  destruction , because w e have 
lo st th e  pow er a n y  longer to  a c t  and 
th in k  like  m en. Fouche w as a sk in g  
th em  all to  accep t th e  role of execution­
e rs  a n d  m u rd e rers  w ho will o rd er o th er 
g e n e ra tio n s  into  hopeless b a ttle . T hey 
claim  to  be lead e rs  of th e  country; th ey  
m u s t be assum ed to  be capable of

th o u g h t, and to  be responsible for w h at 
th ey  w ere doing.

T hey w ere b e in g  ask ed  to  place th e  
co u n try  on a  w a r  footing. T hey  agreed. 
T hey w ere being to ld  t h a t  m obilisation 
w as n ecessary  a g a in s t  e ith e r  in te rn al or 
ex tern al enem ies. T hey agreed . T hey 
w ere  ask ed  to  fin an ce  th e  m oblisation of 
a  s tr ik in g  force capable only of effec­
tive actio n  a g a in s t  in te rn al opponents. 
T hey agreed . T hey w ere asked  to  en­
dorse the  p rospect of w h ite  South  A f­
ric a  clinging to  pow er fo r  all tim e by 
w ar if  needs be. T hey agreed . T hey 
w ere ask ed  to  p rep a re  th e  whole w hite 
population fo r  th e  shooting of non­
w hites w ho claim ed political pow er for 
the m a jo rity  of th e  population. T hey 
agreed. T his m iserable  crin g in g  obeis­
ance to  th e  a lm ig h ty  D r. V erw oerd, th is  
H itle rian  d eterm in atio n  to  go dow n in 
blood ra th e r  th a n  s u rren d er an  inch of 
pow er —  th is  w a s  th e  fin a l s ta te  to 
w hich th e  ideology of w hite  suprem acy  
h a d  led. A gain. A s i t  h a d  in A lgeria.

T hey w ill claim  a fte rw a rd s  —  these 
m en of th e  South  A frican  P arlia m e n t — 
t h a t  th ey  did n ot know, t h a t  th ey  w ere 
u naw are. T h ey  will claim  t h a t  th ey  
never ever rea lly  wanted civil w ar. P e r­
h a p s not. P e rh a p s  a ll they  w a n t — 
all! —- is an o th e r sla u g h te r  like th a t  of 
Sharpeville, w hite  m en w ith  guns f ir ­
ing  on black  m en w ith  s tick s a n d  stones. 
Only on a  b ig g er scale, so th a t  th e  blow 
will teac h  th e  unarm ed blacks, decisive­
ly, a  lesson in pow er th a t  th ey  will never 
forget.

B u t fo r  such  a  claim  it is now too 
late . T hey  know  w h a t th ey  a re  s ta r t ­
ing. T hey know  t h a t  already, before 
th is  decisive w eek of M arch, th e  non­
w hite  people h ad  m ade a  s ta r t  tow ards 
c re a tin g  th e ir  own arm ed  force to back 
th e ir  c laim s for pow er. T hey  know  th a t  
a lre a d y  here, a s  in A lgeria, a s  in A ngo­
la, those  w ho cling to  pow er w ith  the 
rifle  m u st expect to  be challenged w ith  
the rifle. T hey  know  t h a t  th ere  a re  only 
tw o a lte rn a tiv e s  before South  A frica  to ­
day —  to  ta lk  o ut a  peaceful settlem ent; 
or to shoot it  o u t to  th e  death . They 
have chosen decisively in th is  fa te fu l 
week, ju s t  as  all th e ir  p a s t  h a s  been 
p rep a rin g  them  for an  end in blood.

In  th is  fa te fu l w eek in M arch, th ey  
have chosen decisively, unitedly, to fig h t 
ra th e r  th an  ta lk  —  th e  final apocalyptic 
m adness to  w hich th e ir  whole w hite  sup­
rem acist p a s t h a s  led. W e have passed 
tru ly  into th e  “tw ilig h t th a t  precedes the  

n ig h t.” B u t i t  is  n o t enough to  shed 

te a rs  while o u r ru le rs  p rep a re  to  shed 

blood —  o th er peoples blood. I t  is  not 

now tim e to  weep; it is tim e to  m u ster 

our las t reserves of courage fo r th e  de­

cisive f ig h t —  fo r  th e  f ig h t to  i n se at 

th e  m adm en from  th e ir  place of pow er 

before th e  bom bs begin to  fall; or —  if 

i t  proves too la te  for t h a t  —  to  ensure 

th a t  i t  is th ey  w ho will go down, fin­

ally, in  th e  rubble th ey  h ave created, 

to g eth e r w ith  th e  rac ia l m adness th a t  

led th em  th ere . I t  is a  tim e for c’eeds, 

no t tears .

Second Thou
O n the 20th March this year, 

the public of South Africa woke 
up to banner headlines on the 
front pages of the daily newspap- I 
ers, which read: "T U C  TO  A D M IT  
A F R IC A N  TRADE U N IO N S . DE­
C IS IO N  O F  EAST  L O N D O N  
C O N F E R E N C E ." For the TUC 
does not have the colourful his-

The E a s t  London C onference o f th e  
TU C w as a tte n d e d  by d eleg ates  fro m  37 . 
of the 48 unions a ffilia ted  to  it. Only 
tw o U nions voted a g a in st the decision 
to  am end the C onstitution to  adm it 
T rad e  U nions of A frican  w o rk ers  to 
m em bership, while ten  absta ined . W hat 
provoked th is  change in policy? The 
question is  best answ ered by th e  m em ­
b ers of th e  N atio n al E xecutive Com m it­
tee  of th e  TUC.

The question of a  change in TUC pol­
icy w as raised by th e  P resid en t, Mr. 
Steve Scheepers in 1961. He rem inded 
h is  N ational E xecutive C om m ittee th a t  
th e  1954 “U nity  C onference” (held  
s h o rtly  before the  TUC w as estab lish ed ) 
decided to  exclude A frican  U nions from  
m em bership  of th e  Council. H e th en  w ent 
on to  s a y  “T hings in  th is  co u n try  a re  
changing  v ery  rap id ly  . . .”

The discussion which followed is  of 
g r e a t  in te res t to  the w o rk ers  of South  
A frica, fo r  w e a re  seldom  tre a te d  to  such ' 
f ra n k n e ss  from  th e  leaders of th e  TUC.

M r. G allant, w ho is th e  S e cre ta ry  of 
th e  N ational U nion of O perative B iscuit 
w orkers and P a c k ers, C ape Town, ask ed  
th e  P resid en t “w hether th e  desire to a t ­
tra c t  th e  A frican  U nions to  th is  body is 
to  boost up the m em bership  of th e  TUC 
o r to  be m ore rep rese n ta tiv e  a t  the 
I.L.O . ? ” To th is  question the P resid en t 
replied th a t  th is  item  had not been p lac­
ed on th e  ag en d a w ith  th e  object of 
boosting th e  affilia tion  to  th e  TUC.

Mr. T. P . M u rra y  of the S.A. B oiler­
m akers', Iro n  and Steel W o rk ers  and 
S hipbuilders Society, helped M r. G allan t 
by saying: “I  th in k  it  necessary  to i n - 1 
dicate  to  th is  m eeting  how th is  m atte r  
cam e up in  th e  f irs t  instance. T he N a ­
tional M anagem ent Com m ittee consider­
ed the objection lodged to the In te rn a-  ! 
tional L abour Conference by th e  South 
A frican  C ongress of T rade U nions 
(S A C T U ) a g a in st the T rad e U nion 
Council rep resen tativ e  an d  he, in p a r t i­
cular, fe lt th a t  there  w as m uch  sub­
stance  in some of th e  accu satio n s m ad e 
by th e  Congress in th e  f a c t  t h a t  the 
TUC h a d  a s  such dissociated itse lf  from  *  
th e  A frican  tra d e  unions.”

No Dodging —  No More

H e w ent on to  say: “ M r. M cCann and 
I  recen tly  retu rn ed  fro m  overseas w here 
we a tten d ed  a  tra d e  union conference 
and i t  becam e v e ry  obvious to  u s  th a t  
before we could hope to  call ourselves a  |
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The New Bills

OUR D U T Y - A S  WE SEE IT
Tliis jo u rn al was born out of a w ar against N azism . 

I t  was called 'F ig h tin g  Talk". I t  was, then , th e  voice 
of the dem ocratically inspired soldiery of this country’s 
arm y against Nazism . I t  dedicated its colum ns to the  
fig h t against N azism , racial reaction and dictatorship. 
F rom  that it has never wavered, tho u g h  tim es have 
changed since th e  w ar ended and  th e  arm y dispersed. 
F irst as th e  voice of full-tim e soldiers, later as the voice 
of civilians, ‘Fig h tin g  T a lk1 has always been the jo u rn al 
of the advance guard of this country’s anti-Nazis, the 
voice of the  fighters w ith  weapons or w ith  words against 
the H iller doctrines of superm en and m aster races.

T h is  jo u rn a l is today  under sentence of death. A t any 
m om ent after the “ Sabotage B ill” becomes law, it  may 
be closed dow n, w ithout reason and w ithout hearing, by 
order of a m an whose political career started  w ith  sup­
port for H iller and N ational Socialism , and ends, appro­
priately , in the V erw oerd cabinet. U ntil the execution­
ers axe falls, our editor, Our co ntributors  and staff face 
p unishm ent —  im prisonm ent and fines —  fo r almost 
every word they dare to w rite. A new crim e has been 
created in th is country  —  the crim e of w riting and pu b ­
lish ing  w hat th e  gauleiters of South A frican Nazism des­
cribe as “ undesirable” .

T hus, after twenty years of unbroken publication , we 
face the severest test of our history. T he South A frican 
Nazis dom inate the governm ent and have taken to them ­
selves th e  powers to terrorise us, or —  if th a t fails —  lo 
close us down by decree. W hat course are we to follow 
now ? T he question does not confront only us. It con­
fronts every jo u rn a l, every organisation, finally every 
individual who does not bend the knee before th e  ju g ­
gernaut of V erw oerd apartheid. W hat course are we to 
follow ?

T h is  problem  faces the whole South A frican press; 
they are all finding differing answers for themselves. 
P atrick  Duncan of 'Contact* has em igrated to B asuto­
land before the Censorship Bill becomes law, seeking 
refuge in advance from  restrictions on his personal free­
dom  w hich are far lig h ter th a n  those im posed on m any 
of o u r w riters and  staff. Lawrence G andar of the ‘Rand 
Daily M ail’ by way of contrast, has forcibly clim bed off 
the  fence on w hich he has sat for a long tim e, and uses 
h is  pen w ith all th e  passion and force th a t he can m us­
ter in  the  battle to stop the B ill and bar the pass to its 
foul tw in, the ‘Sabotage B ill.’ Is D uncan’s way the way 
of ca u tio n ? Or of cow ardice? Is G andar’s that of hero-, 
ism ? or of recklessness?

T he problem  goes far beyond the ran k s only of edi­
tors. Consider, for instance, the  Johannesburg  Liberal 
P arty , w hich had advertised a m eeting al the City Hall 
steps before the storm -troopers and bully-boys of the 
new dictatorship  had got into th e ir full stride. By the 
day before the m eeting, the hooligan gangs had been 
given the freedom of Jo h annesburg’s streets by the  South 
A frican Police: from  behind the  police cordons they had 
gathered freely to abuse, assault and spit upon anti-gov­
ernm ent dem onstrators. In  this atm osphere, the  meet­
ing w ould certainly have been rough ; it w ould have re­
quired m uch determ ination and courage to go through 
w ith it. U nfortunately, the organisers could not m uster 
enough of e ith er, and cancelled th e ir  m eeting. Party  
chairm an Alan P aton , who had fought courageously and 
well th ro u g h o u t the week in D urban, sum m ed up the 
deed: "Freedom of speech has lost a critical battle .’ True.

By THE EDITORS

But il was a battle in w hich the defense had failed to 
b rin g  its  weapons and am m unition  in to  action. T h is  
was not c a u tio n ; it  was cowardice in  the face of the  

enemy.
N o th in g  contrasts m ore strongly w ith th is  th an  the 

m agnificent courage of the  women of Jo h annesburg’s 
Black Sash, who faced u p  to all the  gutter abuse and the 
sewer-ral behaviour of the hooligan gangs, in  order lo 
m aintain  th e ir  vigil over th e ir ‘F lam e, of L iberty’ oil the 
very sam e steps of the City Ita ll. H ere were courage and 
determ ination of the  h ighest order. A nd yet clearly 
courage alone is not enough. T he Black Sash vigil has 
been forced off those central steps, in to  the side streets 
and byways, w here the dem onstration is less significant 
and less inspiring . They have n ot been driven off by 
superior force; for anyone w ho know s Johannesburg , 
anyone who saw its com m on citizens in th e ir fine silent 
m arch of protest against the ‘Sabotage’ Bill, w ill know  
that Jo h annesburg  can still —  even in the fourteenth  
year of N ationalist ru le —  m uster an overw helm ing m a­
jo rity  of anti-fascists against the bully gangs and the 
governm ent w hich  inspires them . B ut the  w om en of 
the Black Sash discouraged every offer of protection, re ­
jected every suggestion I hat the answ er to gang force is 
counterforce. T hey decided to face force and violence 
w ith  a dem onstration of m oral superiority  only. T h e ir 
tactics failed. Certainly they were h e ro ic ; b ut were they 
n ot also, in  this, m istak en ?

T hus far we have spoken of courage and of cow ard­
ice. But it is necessary also to  speak of treachery and 
betrayal. Consider first the case of the T rade U nion  
C ouncil, w hich is content to let the  C ensorship and 
‘Sabotage* Bills pass in silence, because they themselves 
have the assurance of the M inister th a t their trade unions 
w ill not be suppressed. Let us not ask w hat value such 
an assurance h a s ; the N ationalist P arty  has never felt 
obliged to h o n o u r prom ises, or respect restrain ts im pos­
ed by ‘the dead hand  of the past." N or let us bother w ith 
the fact th a t w hile trade unions may be given im m unity, 
th e ir m em bers, th e ir  leaders and th e ir spokesm en fall 
ju s t as surely w ith in  the shadow of the gestapo as any­
one else in the country . Let the TU C look after itself in 
these m atters. But we cannot ignore the fact th a t the 
assurance asked for by the TU C, and given by' the M inis­
ter, affects only their unions, only the unions of w hite 
w orkers. T hey have given th e ir silence, and th e ir  ac­
quiescence lo the  Bills, in exchange fo r th e ir  own im ­
m unity . In  doing so, they have shown ihem selves ready 
to sacrifice all o ther trade unions, especially the unions 
of non-w hite w orkers, w ithout a m u rm u r. T h is  is not 
cow ardice; it is treachery.

So too the behaviour of the  press m agnates, u nited  in 
the press baron’s association —  the New spaper Press 
U nion. We speak here of th e  proprietors of the English 
language dailies; fo r the  A frikaans dailies are so com ­
pletely part and parcel of the N ationalist P arty  that 
no th in g  lliey say and do —  neith er incitem ent to public 
violence nor gross racial incitem ent nor straightforw ard 
lying nor outspoken H itlerism  —  n o th in g  they do will 
be classed as “ undesirable”  in  N ationalist South  A frica. 
T he proprietors of the  E nglish dailies have also fastened 
the gag upon  them selves in exchange for th e ir  own im ­
m unity  from  censorship. T hey have traded th e ir  free­
dom  to w rite as they please and  as they th in k  for the 
right lo lie excluded from  the censorship b i l l : they have
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followed Sharpeville, w hen they  sus­
pended the p ass  law s. W e see i t  in th eir  
“ B a n tu sta n ” m anoeuvre— th e  v ery  idea 
which V erw oerd scouted as  hopelessly 
v isionary w hen i t  w as f ir s t  advanced by 
SA BRA  some y ea rs  back. Sure, it  is 
all fo r  show : they  hope to rule th e  
T ran sk ei as  effectively  tom orrow  
th ro u g h  the likes of M atanzim a as  they  
do now directly  th ro u g h  H ans A braham . 
B ut i t  is an  expensive and risk y  busi­
ness. W hy do they  do it all —  if  not 
to im press UN O abroad  and to  still the 
clam our for tru e  freedom  a t  hom e?

E ven  m ore to th e  point: le t us exam ­
ine th e  field of civil liberties, now be­
ing reduced legally  to  vanish ing  point 
in  te rm s  of the  ‘S abotage’ and C ensor­
ship Bills. I t  h a s  been pointed o ut th a t

w hether V orster will be constra ined  to 
m odify it  in an y  sig n ifican t respect. 
Ju d g in g  by th e  tone of his rep ly  to  the 
Second R eading  debate, th ere  w ill not 
be m any  changes —  unless th e  tide of 
public opposition rises to  v ery  m uch 
g re a te r  h e ig h ts  before th e  Bill becomes 
law . The N atio n alist M .P.’s will s te am ­
roller th ro u g h  all th e  m ain  provisions, 
in all th eir  n aked  ugliness.

W ill th a t  m ean  an end to  political life 
in South A frica, to  dem ocratic  opposi­
tion and re s is ta n c e ?  No, i t  will not.

Do not m istak e  me. The law s will 
be v ery  bad indeed. V o rste r h as a lready  
expressed his in ten tion  of m ak in g  use 
of th e  sw eeping pow ers handed to  him, 
to ban New  A ge and o th er a n ti-a p a r t­
heid publications, to  place individuals

E ven  w ith in  the fram ew ork  of the 
N azi legislation, freed o m -fig h ters  will 
find  w ay s of m ak in g  th eir  voices heard; 
they  will no t su rre n d e r  o r neglect a  sin ­
g le possibility  th a t  rem ains.

W e m u st never fo rg e t th a t  law s, the 
legal context, a re  n ot every th ing . Given 
a  su ffic ie n tly  m ilita n t and courageous 
people, th e  m o st draconic dicta toship  
and the m o st s tr in g e n t decrees will be 
invalid because th ey  sim ply will not 
work. W e have s tr ik in g  c u rre n t e xam ­
ples of th is  in th e  Ib erian  peninsula 
w here u nder th e  m ost s tiflin g  d ic ta to r­
ships in  Europe, th e  brave  Spanish  
w o rk ers  and P o rtu g u ese  s tu d e n ts  have 
successfully  defied the a n ti-s trik a  law s 
of F ra n co  a n d  S alazar.

V erw oerd and V orster can outlaw  a

A FRANK DISCUSSION ON THE 
LAWS ~ AND THE PEOPLE

m any of th e  d rastic  pow ers V orster is 
now dem anding he a lread y  enjoys in 
term s of the Suppress'on of Com m un­
ism , Public  S afety  and o th er law s. The 
N a tio n a lists  could have banned New  
Age as  they  banned the G uardian and 
A dvance. T hey  could, in  term s of ex ist­
ing legislation, have p u t outspoken d e­
m o cra ts  u nder house a rr e s t  or even in 
concentration cam ps. T hey could, by 
th e  stro k e  of the pen, u n der the Public 
S afety  A ct, have kept th e  whole coun­
try  in a  “S ta te  of E m e rg e n c y ', th u s 
suspending all law s and governing sole­
ly by decree.

That they have not done so is no': 
the result of any scruples on their part. 
It is a result of the tenacious defence 
of their rights by the people of this 
country; of the endless protests and ex­
posures of each reactionary measure; 
of the fact that protests and struggles  
in this country unfailingly evoke a sym ­
pathetic response from the millions of 
friends of South African freedom be­
yond our borders and in the councils of 
the United Nations and other interna­
tional organisations.

H ad o u r people not fought back t ire ­
lessly, courageously, tenaciously  ag a in st 
each and every  N ationalist assault, on 
hum an r ig h ts  and freedom s, our coun­
tr y  —  now  in the fo u rteen th  y e a r  of 
th eir  ru le— w ould long since have sunk 
into  th e  sp iritu a l hell of H iitler’s  "New 
O rder" so m uch adm ired by V erw oerd 
and V orster, w here th e  < n ly  organ'sed 
bodies w ere th e  S ta te  and th e  N azi P a r ­
ty; w here individuals, terro rised  and iso­
lated from  one another, shrugged  th e ir  
shoulders ap a th e tica lly  a s  th ey  saw 
sm oke p ouring  n ig h t and day from  the 
chim neys of th e  m ass crem atoria .

After the Bills Are Law

I  am  w ritin g  ju s t  a f te r  the  Second 
R eading  of th e  “ Sabotage" Bill, so I  do 
not know  ju s t  w h a t e ffect th e  public o u t­
c ry  will have upon th e  final tex t, or

under house a rre s t, to  step  up th e  Spe­
cial B ranch  in tim idation  an d  victim isa­
tion w hich h as  been a  s tead ily  grow ing 
fe a tu re  of South A frican  life fo r m any 
years. W e m u st expect new  o rg an isa ­
tional bans too; th e  ea rlie r outlaw ing 
of th e  A frican  N ational C ongress m ay 
soon be followed by bans on o th er o rg ­
anisations a s  well. One can  an tic ip ate  
a  g ro w th  of "unofficial” fascism  a s  well, 
a  g ro w in g  brazenness of L eibbrandt and 
oth er “K .K .K ."-like organisations, w ith  
the organised  hooliganism  w e saw  in 
Johan n esb u rg  d u rin g  th e  p ro te s ts  a s  a  
p a tte rn . T he w a y  of th e  dem ocrat in 
our co u n try  will, for a  tim e, be d a n g e r­
ous an d  difficu lt indeed.

This They C an 't  Stop

B ut th e  will and th e  striv in igs of the 
South  A frican  people fo r  freedom  and 
dem ocracy a re  like a n  elem ental force 
th a t  cannot be th w a rte d  and checked by 
a  m inority-based  d icta torsh ip . The 
stru g g le  will keep b reak in g  o ut in new  
fo rm s an d  in unexpected places. E n ­
couraged by th e  ju stic e  of th e ir  cause, 
the su p erio rity  of th e ir  num bers and 
th e  sy m p ath y  a n d  su p p o rt of A frica  and 
th e  whole w orld, th e  oppressed, exploit­
ed m ajo rity  will continually  find  m eans 
of expressing th eir  asp ira tio n s for fre e ­
dom , until th e  s tru g g le  h a s been won.

South A frican  Style 

DEFINITIONS
* COMMUNIST —  a person who 

believes in the United Nations 
Charter, like Chief Lutuli or 
Patrick Duncan. (F ro m  the 
N ats ' New Political Dictionary.)

* *  SABOTEUR —  an opponent of 
apartheid who does something 
illegal to  show his opposition, 
all such actions having been de­
clared iIilegal. (Ibid.)

handful of m ilita n t leaders and excom ­
m unicate  th em  from  th e  com m unity  by 
placing th em  under house a rre s t. B u t 
if thousands and ten s  of th o u san d s of 
South  A frican s will sp e ak  o u t fo r  f re e ­
dom, th ey  can  n ot place them u n der 
house o r  a n y  o th er so rt o f  a rre s t;  they 
sim ply have n ot th e  fo rces to  do so.

The People —  Not the Law

W hat is important, in the last ana­
lysis, is not the tex t of the laws on the 
statute book; it is the real balance of 
forces and the tem per of public feel­
ing. The fight against these and all the 
other Nazi laws passed by the Nation­
alists does not come to> an end once the  
minority parliament goes through the 
farce of voting on them.

T he law s a re  m e a n t to  te r r if y  every  
upholder of n atio n al lib eratio n  an d  de­
m ocracy  in to  silence. T hey  a re  a  sign 
n ot of s tre n g th  b u t of j i t te r y  f e a r  of 
opposition. I  am  su re  th e y  w ill n o t 
succeed. E ven  if  th ey  do m an a g e  to 
sto p  up every  channel fo r  leg al opposi­
tio n  to  th e ir  ru le  and to w hite  dom ina­
tion, i t  will m ean th a t  t h a t  opposition 
will tak e  underground  and illegal form s. 
A nd if  th ey  suppress ev ery  peaceful p ro ­
te s t  w ith  te r r o r  and violence, then  the 
tim e w ill com e w hen th ey  will be m et 
in tu rn  w ith  violence a n d  te rro r . Such 
is  th e  law  of history.

Im m ensely  im p o rta n t in  deciding how 
th ey  will use th e ir  law s and w ith  w h a t 
m orale an d  d e term ination  th e  dem ocra­
tic  fo rces will resist, is th e  volum e and 
sp irit of th e  people’s  p ro te s t and rea c ­
tion  now.

T h a t is  w hy no opponent of fasc ism  
h a s  th e  r ig h t to  s ta n d  aside, cynically  
a n d  fa ta listica lly , fro m  th e  pro test 
m ovem ent. The f ig h t a g a in st th e  Bills 
now will determ ine, to  a  v ery  la rg e  ex­
ten t, w h eth e r o u r c o u n try  will be d ra g ­
g e d  th ro u g h  th e  d eg rad atio n  of fascism  
and th e  f ire s  of civil s tr ife  before we 
a re  rid  of th e  N ationalists .

FIGHTING TALK. JUNE, 1 9 6 2 Page Three



retired from  the battle before it is 
half fought, and in doing so they have 
throw n all o ther publications to the 
Nazi wolves —  F ig h tin g  T alk, New 
Age. Contact and many more. T his 
is n ot surrender; it is treachery.

W e are not concerned at th is mo­
m ent, to pass judgem ent on treachery. 
In m ilitary  circles, treachery is pu n ­
ishable w ith  death. T he dem ise of 
the TIJC is a com bination of free 
trade unions, the  passing of the N PU  
publications as m outhpieces of a free 
people, is not far off. H istory will 
pass judgem ent on them  soon enough. 
We are concerned, from  all th is, to 
ch art our own course and determ ine 
our own future. If we put accusing 
fingers on the deeds of others it is 
only in  order to underline our inten­
tion not to follow the fatal paths 
w hich they take.

We have tried , for twenty years, to  
live up to o u r nam e, 'Fighting Talk.' 
Surrender w ith o u t a fight, cowardice 
in  the  face of th e  enem y, treachery 
to o u r friends, our allies and our peo­
ple is foreign to o u r whole trad ition . 
T hey are the antithesis of everything

we have w orked for and cam paigned 
fo r th rough  o u r whole h istory . We 
do not intend to change our colours 
now, no r to haul them  from  th e  m ast­
head.

We have dedicated ourselves to cam ­
paign against South  A frican Nazism . 
W e w ill continue to do so for as long 
as we are able. W e have cam paign­
ed against N azism ’s local representa­
tive, the  N ationalist P arty . W e w ill 
continue to do so. We have fought 
for th e  new  South A frica whose o ut­
line is draw n in the  Freedom  C harter. 
We w ill continue to do so. We have 
worked for the unity  of all S outh  Af­
rican dem ocrats and lovers of liberty, 
for the com m on cause of rem oving 
the  present governm ent and opening 
th e  road to dem ocracy fo r all men. 
We shall continue to do so.

F o r as long as we are able. We 
neith er retreat, n o r  surrender. We do 
not believe th a t a soft answ er from  
us w ill tu rn  away the  N azis’ w rath. 
We w ill carry on the  f ig h t for as long 
as we are able. A nd if, in the fu­
ture. they b rin g  such force against us 
that we can no longer continue, then

we shall go dow n. But at least we 
will go down as we have lived, fig h t­
ing. We know  th at in th is  approach 
we are not alone. T h is  will be the 
path trodden by the m ajority  of our 
people now and in the  critical days 
ahead. O ur special field has been 
“ talk". But there com es a tim e when 
talk is not eno u g h ; w hen w hat is 
w anted is n ot ju s t ta lk , b ut also deeds : 
not ju s t ideas b ut also action.

We w ill try to m atch o u r actions 
in the face of Nazism to ou r ta lk  over 
these many years. W e are confident 
that th is way lies victory for our 
ideas, and defeat for Nazism . P erhaps 
not now. P erhaps not for som e tim e 
to come. But in  the end it m ust be 
so, because governm ents can silence 
th e ir  opponents, b ut they can never 
destroy them  w hile hum an courage 
and  determ ination are kept alive. In 
the  end of ends, it is not the govern­

m ent of th is country w hich w ill crush 

the people; b ut the people who w ill 

crush the  governm ent. W hatever 

little  we can contribute to th a t end, 

we w ill do, w illingly.

The Face of the Fascists
TT'ascism —  p a rticu la rly  w hen based on 
-*• race-prejudice an d  f e a r  —  erodes 
all a re a s  of hum an conduct. W hen it 
derives its  m otive force from  a  fe a r  of 
people a s  people and w hen its  m ystique 
is based on a  denial of th e  h um anity  of 
o thers th en  th e  a re a  of hum an feeling 
m u st be one which su ffers  th e  g rea te st 
erosion.

The real ho rro r of th e  violence o ffer­
ed in defence of th e  Sabotage  Bill all 
over th e  country  —  w ith  focal points 
outside P a rlia m e n t and on th e  step s  of 
th e  Jo h a n n esb u rg  C ity H all —  is its  
brutishness. N ew spapers have carried  
the im age of s n a rlin g  and catcalling  
hooligans into  every  hom e. The details 
a re  fam iliar: th e  ta u n tin g  mob, f is ts  
flying, people being throw n to  th e  ground 
and kicked, p lacard s and ban n e rs  of 
p ro te s t a g a in st the m o st savage Bill in 
our h istory  being ripped from  the hands 
of d e m o n stra to rs  —  Congressites, s tu d ­
e nts o r B lack Sashers — a n d  to rn  to 
shreds. The im age is sharpened by th e  
c o n tra s t of th e  silent w om en who stood 
bowed around  th eir  sym bolical g u tte r­
ing "F lam e of F reedom ” and w eathered  
the w e lte r of eggs, tom atoes, w ater-  
bornbs and sta le  fish.

B u t it is b ru tish n ess th a t  is th e  abid­
ing  underly ing  im pression. Som etim es 
th e  m ob c h arged  a t  d em o n stra to rs  w ith  
th e  jo stlin g  exuberance of a  rugby 
scrum m age, som etim es th ey  storm ed 
w ith  the b erserk  fero city  of a  lynch- 
mob, b u t th e  real ugliness appeared 
w hen th ey  th ru s t  fo rw a rd  w ith  the  r u th ­
less destructiveness of jack'-booted 
storm troopers. T hey crysta llised  then 
the F a sc ist-fan atic ism  which m ust, ap-

T houghts on th e  

hooligan m obs 

a t  th e  

C ity  Hall S tep s 

By PAUL BELL

p a re n tly  m ake them  m ad— and destroy  
them . T hen  one saw  th e  tra g ic  and 
terrib le  p ass  to  w hich som e of our 
countrym en have come: m ore th a n  the 
F a s c is t a p p a ra tu s  the  S ta te  is p rovid­
ing, i t  is th e  fasc ist m en ta lity  w hich 
possesses them  w hich is so terrify in g . 
F o r  inevitab ly  a  com ponent of th is  
fra m e of m ind is d e spairing  and self­
destructive.

T here a re  rev ealin g  sidelights. T h a t 
m an y  of th e  hooligans w ere police in 
m ufti: th a t  th e  concerted  onslaughts  on 
C ongressites o r  s tu d en ts  or Sashers 
w ere only m ade w hen  a  larg e  body of 
police w as present: t h a t  b raw ls rare ly  
took place in p a r ts  of th e  crow d w here 
th ere  w as a  large  num ber of non-w hites. 
A nd alw ays th ere  w ere  shrill vapid  and 
b lu nt-featured  blondes —  heirs to  the 
w ard resses of Buchenw ald —  inciting 
the police to heroic po stu rin g  an d  the 
louts to  displays of m aleness.

P erso n al observation reveals fu rth e r  
how deeply h um anity  h as  been eroded. 
T here w as th e  la rg e  m atro n ly  w om an 
w ho w ru n g  h e r hands and repeatedly  be- 
seeched th e  heavens to  tell her: W hy 
h ad n ’t  th e  f irm s given th e  m enfolk 
lea v e ?  I f  only th e  m en h ad  been th ere

they  w ould soon have p u t a n  end to th is  
dem onstra tion  nonsense. A nd th e  bla- 
zered ju n io r  schoolboy w ho looked long­
ingly  a t  a  p ro te s t b an n er held a lo ft and 
w ished th a t  M ike H olt or S ki-H l Lee 
(b oxing  and w restlin g  h e ro e s ) w ere 
th ere  to  rip  i t  down. A nd th e  g ro u p  of 
parcel-laden  w om en w ho nodded th e ir  
heads com m iseratingly  an d  ag reed  
about th e  B lack Sash: P oor th ings, 
th ey 're  n ot a ll there . T hey  don’t  qu ite  
know  w h at th e y ’re  doing. ON S M OET 
D IE  SW ARTGO ED REGM AA K.

M ost G erm ans today  claim  th e  alibi 
of ignorance fo r  th e  a tro c ities  p e rp e tra t­
ed unde H itle r. P e rh ap s  w hite  South  
A frican s will tell th e  sam e s to ry . B u t 
fo r  m any  it  will no t be tru e . T hey  a re  
com pletely behind V erw oerd and V ors- 
te r  in th e ir  d eterm in atio n  to  blow sky- 
h igh w h a te v er defences of law  and ju s ­
tice have  been available to  those  who 
oppose apartheid-fascism .

T he n a tu re  of th e  A n ti-S a b o tag e  Bill 
is  too  w ell-know n. I ts  o rig ins in fe a r  
a n d  repression  a re  obvious. B u t th e  
ex te n t to  w hich w hite  South  A fric a  is 
p rep ared  to  d e stro y  its  ow n sta n d a rd s  
of decency m ay  not be fu lly  realised. 
N or m ay  w e be su fficien tly  aw are  of th e  
e x te n t th e ir  h u m an ity  h a s  been eroded 
by th e ir  d eterm in atio n  to  prese rv e  p r i­
vilege by  force and th e  m utila tion  of 
justice . S tripped  of th e ir  belief in h u ­
m anity , d iscard ing  th e ir  ow n hum anity, 
th e ir  b ru tish n ess is exposed and bru te 
force becom es th e  accepted m ethod of 
d ealin g  w ith  opposition. A ppeals to 
conscience, to  reason, o r even to  en­
lightened  se lf-in te res t can  evoke no ans- 

(Continued a t  foot of page 6)
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Power Centres in South African Economy

THE STATE SUPPORTED FARMERS
T n  m o st ca p ita lis t countries th e  farm - 

ers, th a t  is  the a g ric u ltu ral ca p ita l­
ists, a re  n ot a  pow erful m onopolistic 
gro u p  w ithin  th e  ca p ita lis t class. By 
com parison w ith  bankers, in d u stria lists  
and m ining m agnates, individual fa rm ­
e rs  own r a th e r  sm all am ounts  of capi­
ta l. O verseas th ey  a re  also  rela tively  
unorganised  econom ically and com pete 
w ith  one an o th e r to  the benefit of the 
m onopolistic sections of the capita lists . 
T h a t is  to  say  th ey  sell th eir  produce 
a t p rices determ ined by th e  law s of 
supply and dem and, b u t they have to 
buy th e  m achinery, fertilise rs, petrol, 
etc. t h a t  they need a t  high prices d e te r­
m ined by th e  big m an u fa c tu rin g  and 
financial m onopolies. This p a tte rn  does 
not exist in South Africa.

H ere, because of th eir  d isproportion­
a te  and even dom inating  political power, 
th e  w hite  fa rm ers  have been able to o r­
gan ise  them selves as  a  sta te-su p p o rted  
m onopolistic group. M onopolies in the 
selling of a g ric u ltu ral produce have 
been established th ro u g h  th e  control 
boards. The position of fa rm e rs  as 
buyers h a s  been stren g th en ed  through  
th e  form ation  of co-operatives and the 
fa rm e rs  have freed  them selves of any 
g re a t  dependence on finance capital 
th ro u g h  the L and B ank, and a  g re a t 
v a rie ty  of form s of s ta te  subsidies and 
assistance.

Face of the Fascists . . .
(Continued from page 5)

w er. No answ er is possible. E xcept 
force. V erw oerd can  m arsh all the a rm ­
ed m ig h t of those  in uniform . B u t be­
hind th em  is a g re a t  m ass of volunteers. 
V orster, in expressing  appreciation  for 
offers of assistance  from  sab o te u r Robey 
L eibbrandt’s  p riv a te  a rm y , recognised 
th eir  existence and an tic ip ated  th e ir  a s ­
sistance. T hey a re  to  be augm ented  by 
cowboys f ro m K e n y a  and r iff- ra ff  from  
A lgeria  in search  of th e  la s t  pastu res 
w here w hite  b aassk ap  can still fatten . 
The go ry  record  of th e  A lgeria  private  
arm y  seem s f a r  off — m achine-gunned 
cafes, dynam ited  hospita ls and m u tila t­
ed corpses. Y et we m ay  have to say: 
O.A.S. is com e again.

I t  is necessary  to  em phasise th e  in ten­
sified b ru ta lity . A ll dem ocratic  forces 
in the co u n try  m u st be c lear about w hat 
now confronts them . The facade of 
ju stice  an d  fair-d e a lin g  h as  been rip ­
ped dow n a s  su rely  as  the b an n ers  w ere 
to rn  down on the Jo h a n n esb u rg  steps. 
A nd w hen the m ob lacked th e  courage, 
th e  police ordered th e  rem oval of the 
banners.

I t  is  b ru te  force th a t  confronts us. 
N ot m erely  legalised force from  the 
police and the a rm y  b ut force from  a  
la rg e  section of th e  w hite  populace, led

By G . FASULO_______

The first two articles in this 
series described Oppenheimer's 
empire and foreign capital in 
South Africa. These were like 
monopolistic groups and foreign 
investment in any other capitalist 
economy. The group discussed in 
this article, however, is character­
istically a part of white-suprema- 
cist South Africa and very unlike 
farmers in other countries.

G overnm ent assis tan c e  to  w hite  fa rm ­
e rs ta k e s  m an y  form s. R ailw ay  ra te s  
a re  s e t  so th a t  fa rm ers  p a y  . uch less 
to  tra n s p o rt  th e ir  produce a n d  supplies 
th an  do m an u fa c tu rin g  or m ining cap i­
talists . H igh  ta r iff s  a re  charged  to  e x ­
clude vario u s ty p es of food im ports. A 
g re a t  deal of irrig atio n , soil erosion con­
trol, a g ric u ltu ral education and research  
w ork is  ca rrie d  o ut by the govenm ent a t  
th e  expense of all ta x p a y e rs  and fo r th e  
benefit of th e  fa rm ers . In  a  v a rie ty  of 
such w ays th e  nation  a s  a  whole is 
m ade to  subsidize the w hite  farm ers.

Control Boards

The m ost s ig n ifica n t thing, how ever, 
ha s been the developm ent of th e  Co-

by toughs, bully-boys and layabouts. 
W e can ta k e  it  fo r g ran ted  th a t  a  young 
m an com m itted  to  V o rste r’s N azi policy 
will su p p o rt i t  en th u siastica lly  w hether 
in uniform  or o ut of it. B u t w e m u st 
also  ta k e  fo r g ran te d  th a t  a ll those 
w ho believe th a t  th is  policy is th e  only 
w ay  to  preserve  them selves w ill p ro f­
fe r  th e ir  su p p o rt on every  conceivable 
occasion.

Is  i t  su rp risin g  t h a t  those  who saw  
th ese  m a n ifesta tio n s of th e  new  b ru ta l­
ity  a re  inclined to  rea c t in the sam e 
w a y ?  T h a t m any  of those  w ho have 
fo u g h t peacefully fo r a  free South A fri­
ca  a re  tending  to  th in k  of th e  use of 
force to  m eet fo rc e ?  T h a t m ore and 
m ore accep t th a t  th e  showdown, w hen 
it comes, will be a  violent o n e ?

In  a  sense, th ere  is a  d re a ry  sam e­
ness about o u r political s tru g g le . I t  
moves, like so m any  o th ers  we know, to  
bloodshed and a  resolution by violence.

B ut p erh ap s th ere  is a  g lim m er of 
hope even in th is  d ark n ess t h a t  des­
cends on us. T here w as th e  m an  who 
retu rn ed  to  th e  C ity H all s tep s a f te r  a 
braw l to  explain in ea rn e st A frik aa n s 
th a t  H E  H A D  N O T D O N E T H E  K IC K ­
IN G . I t  w as tru e , he said, th a t  he w as 
a  N ationalist. H e believed th a t  th e  Bill 
w as a  n ecessary  one. B u t he w as a g a in st 
such b ru ta lity  a n d  would never resort 
to  kicking. H E SH OULD P L E A S E  
N O T B E  A M AR K ED  M AN!

operatives an d  th e  C ontrol B oards, as  
h a s  been w ell described by J . M. T inley 
in  his book "The N ativ e  L abour P ro b ­
lem  of South  A fric a .” T he f ir s t  step  
w as ta k e n  in 1924 (ab o u t th e  tim e th a t  
the N atio n a lis ts  f ir s t  cam e to p ow er) 
w hen a n  A ct of P a rlia m e n t vested in the 
K ooperatiew e W ynbouw ers V ereniging 
full control over the sale  of a ll d istilling- 
w ine o r sp irits . T h a t is, K.W .V. w as 

given by law  a  to ta l m onopoly in order 
to  ra ise  prices inside South  A frica , to 
deal m ore effectively  w ith  m iddle m en, 
to exploit consum ers, develop exports, 
etc. A s a  re s u lt p ro fits  have been ra is ­
ed and stabilized, capita l accum ulated  
and e x p o rts  built up u n til to d ay  K.W .V. 
is th e  th ird  la rg e s t supplier of s h e rry  to 
B rita in .

In  1925 a C o-operative Societies A ct 
w as passed w hich provided fo r  th e  cen­
tralized  sale of pro d u cts  in a  c e rta in  
a re a  if 66% of th e  producers w ere in 
fav o u r th ereo f and if th e  M inister of 
A gricu lture  approved. T his w as a p ­
plied in 1926 to  th e  m a rk e tin g  of to b ac­
co in a ll the  im p o rta n t producing a reas. 
In  1935 a  Tobacco I n d u stry  C ontrol 
B oard w as established f u rth e r  to  con­
tro l production and sales in th e  in te res ts  
of th e  fa rm ers .

Raising the Price

T he p ro tectiv e  ta r if f  on su g a r  w as 
raised  from  4 /-  to 16/-  p er hundred 
pounds betw een 1926 and 1932. In  1936 
a  S u g a r In d u stry  C ontrol B oard  w as 
se t up. One resu lt w a s  t h a t  in 3938 
about h a lf  of South  A fric a 's  s u g a r  p ro ­
duction w as exported to th e  U nited 
K ingdom  w here, a f te r  p a y in g  shipping 
a n d  o th er charges, i t  w as sold fo r  less 
th an  the price ch arged  to  consum ers in  
South  A frica . In  o th er w ords, th e  s ta te -  
established su g a r  fa rm e rs ’ m onopoly 
w as able to  force South  A frica n  con­
sum ers to  subsidize th e  dum ping of su­
g a r  overseas.

C ontrol w as se t up fo r  w h e a t and 
d airy  products in 1930, in 1931 for m aize 
and fo r  livestock in 1932. A n  indication 
of the m onopolistic pow ers g ran te d  is 
g iven by the  W h eat In d u stry  C ontrol 
B oard w hich in  1940 estab lished  local 
buying ag en ts, determ ined  prices to be 
paid to  producers, se t th e  w holesale 
p rice s of w h e a t and flour, an d  th e  re ­
tail prices of bread. I t  also  reg u lated  
im p o rts  of w heat! T oday  all im p o rta n t 
a g ric u ltu ral p ro d u cts  a re  controlled  by 
M a rk e tin g  B oards a c tin g  to  exploit 
consum ers fo r  th e  benefit of th e  w hite  
farm ers.

T he resu lts  of th is  system  can only 
be reg ard ed  as  ex trem ely  w icked. I t 
h a s  been estim ated  th a t  ab o u t h alf  of 
all A frican  b abies born in la rg e  urban 
c en tres  die w ith in  the  f irs t  y e a r  of life, 
basically  of s ta rv a tio n  a lth o u g h  th is  is
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The Terrible Paradox
by MARIE REYNOLDS

M an’s battle  against hun g er was never-ceasing. F o r hundreds of thousands 
of years h is  existence was precarious. O nlv in  recent tim es has he m astered 
b o th  the  technical production  and  th e  scientific understanding of food. He 
know s how  to increase production by p lant and  anim al selection, w ater m anage­
m ent, soil fertilisa tion , m echanisation; and to preserve food th ro u g h  canning 
and  refrigeration . H e know s how to cure food deficiency disease —  scurvy, 
w ith  fresh f ru it and  vegetables, goitre w ith  iodine, rickets w ith  vitam ins, 
k w ash io rk o r w ith  protein  foods.

Yet despite all th is , th e  m ajo rity  of people of th is world are still hungry. 
Asia, L atin  A m erica an d  A frica suffer the hidden hunger of m aln u tritio n  tha t 
b rings disease and  saps initia tive. N ot only  do children  die, b u t m illions are 
listless, deform ed, diseased, b lind , because they do n ot eat well enough.

N eed less hunger  

in  th e m idst of 

p len ty  . . . Food  

that rots and 

eliildren  that 

die . . . South

A frica’s challenge
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B ut S outh  A frica’s problem  is u n ­
iq u e : th e  problem  of hun g er —  even 
fam ine —  am idst th e  stored or ro ttin g  
piles of too much food.

STICK-LIKE LEGS
I f  you have seen a  sm all child w ith  

reddish  h a ir, w ith  round, distended belly 
above s tick -lik e  legs, a  child w ith  u n ­
sm iling fac e  an d  h ard , piercing  gaze, 
you h a v e  looked a t  kw ashiorkor.

K w ash io rk o r is  A frica ’s ‘protein-defi- 
ciency’ disease. I t  occurs w h erev er child­
ren ex ist m ain ly  on a  d iet of grain: 
am o n g  th e  children of South A m erica 
w ho e a t only ‘beans and to rtilla s ’ (m aize  
p a n c ak e s );  of A sia, w ho e a t  only rice; 
of A frica , who e a t only c assav a  or m aize. 
I t  is sim ply cured  by  th e  addition of 
skim m ed m ilk  o r o th er protein-foods to 
th e  diet.

Only one industrially-advanced coun­
try in the world has a high rate of kw a­
shiorkor —  South Africa. Once th e  baby 
is w eaned an d  p u t on m ealie-pap, the  
trouble  begins. B u t t h a t  is n o t all.

Today, in the drousrht-ridden N orthern  
T ran sv a a l, even m aize c annot be ob­
tained. It is not simply ‘malnutrition'. 
It is famine.

HACKED TO PULP
A nd w hile th e  people s ta rv e  . . .
Q There is a butter surplus of 24 mil­

lion pounds; no m a rk e t can be found for 
it, a lthough  a  sm all p roportion is  being 
sold overseas a t  a  loss of 15 cen ts  a 
pound.

9  There is a cheese surplus of nine 
million pounds. Unsold m illions of b u t­
te r  an d  cheese a re  k e p t in cold sto rag e  
a t  a  cost of thousands of rands.

($ There is a milk surplus. A n offi­
cially  unconfirm ed rep o rt s ta te d  th a t  
thousands of gallons w ere poured into 
th e  sea  a t  C ape Town.

£  18,000 beef and 80,000 sheep car­
cases clutter the Meat Board’s cold stor­
age rooms, w hile South  A fric a  seeks 
m a rk e ts  fo r  su rp lu s m eat.

^  The fruit surplus is even more 
acute. T housands of to n s  of top-qual- 
i ty  b an a n as  w ere  ha ck ed  to  pulp  on the 
in stru ctio n s of th e  B a n a n a  Control 
Board, so as  n o t to  w orsen a n  “ already

u n sa tisfa c to ry  m ark e t."  H uge, hidden 
dum ps of o ran g es a n d  o th er c itru s  f ru it  
w ere discovered in th e  E a ste rn  T ra n s­
vaal —  a  g r e a t  se a  of oranges tak e n  
and left to  ro t  in rem ote  hills. Tons of 
pineapples have been destroyed  due to 
“slack m ark e ts .”

0  The m aize surplus is causing an 
agricultural crisis. 23 m illion b ag s m u st 
be exported a t  a  loss, a lth o u g h  th e  Gov­
ern m e n t still p a y s enorm ous subsidies to 
m aize-farm ers.

Yet the babies die of hunger. F re sh  
m ilk  is unobtainable  in th e  Reserves, 
b u tte r  alm ost unknow n, pow dered m ilk 
too expensive fo r  th e  people to  buy. 
Cheese, pineapples, o ranges— these pro- 
tein- and v itam in-rich  foods, th e  spindly- 
legged children h av e  never seen.

The children die. In  th e  rich, b eau ti­
fu l holiday-tow n of D urban  w ith  its  
curv ing  beaches rim m ed by g re a t  luxury  
hotels, babies die fa s te r  th an  anyw here 
else in th e  world. The in fa n t m o rta lity  
ra te  is 246 p e r  thousand  live b irths. 
Can it  be h ig h er in th e  fam ine-stricken  
R e serv es?  I t  is estim ated  t h a t  90 per 
cent of in fan t d eath s in th e  R eserves 
a re  never reported, b u t th a t  3 out of 10 
children die, m ostly  because th ey  a re  
underfed.

W hite  South  A frica, on th e  o th er 
hand, enjoys one of th e  low est in fa n t 
m o rta lity  ra te s , a  favourable  27.7 per 
thousand  (in  E ngland i t  is 22.2, in 
G hana 90.4. in Tndia, 185).

/_ D octors a t  a  Jo h an n esb u rg  m unicipal 
clinic for N on-W hites estim a te  th a t  a t  
lea s t 80 p er cent of A frican  children a re  
m alnourished. This is n o t th e  Congo, 
not N igeria, n o t b arb aric  A ngola; th is  
is in the richest, m o st in d u stria lly  a d ­
vanced city  of the  rich e st c o u n try  in A f­
rica.

One doctor p u t it  th is  way:
“W ith  th e  exception of those  who 

a re  breast-fed , one h a rd ly  sees a  child 
who does n o t show som e signs of m al­
nutrition .

"The w o rst cases occur betw een the 
ages of one o r two, w hen th e  baby 
h a s  been tak e n  off th e  b re a s t  and p ut 
s tra ig h t on to  a  s tap le  diet of m ealie- 
m eal and w a te r .”

T here a re  usually  tw o o r  th re e  cases 
of gross m alnutrition  a t  th e  clinic. D u r­
ing  th e  la s t  six  m onths of dro u g h t in the 
N o rth ern  T ran sv aal, th e  a v e ra g e  h a s
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‘M aln utrition perm anently plagues the 

m ajority  of the people of our land’

rise n  to  15. M ost of th ese  have been 
se n t to tow n fro m  th e  R eserves or farm s, 
w h ere  th ey  have been looked a fte r  by 
th e ir  g ran d m o th ers . B ut th ere  a re  plen­
ty  in th e  tow nships, too.

TOO WEAK TO  

WALK
T hese a re  th e  children yho a re  so 

w e ak  th e y  cannot w alk. T hey a re  m en­
tally  a p a th e tic  and show  no in te rest in 
th e ir  su rroundings. Som etim es th e  only 
sig n  of life  about them  is a  consisten t 
i rr ita b le  cry . Som e a re  th in  and sh ru n k ­
en; o th ers  have  g ro ssly  swollen bodies. 
T h e ir  h a ir  is c h anging  colour and fall­
in g  out. T heir skin  is covered w ith  
sores; a  doctor said  t h a t  som etim es it 
looked a s  th o u g h  boiling w a te r  h ad  been 
poured  all over them .

Not all the underfed children die. M al­
n u tritio n  n ot only causes kw ashiorkor 
a n d  in fan tile  diarrhoea; i t  a lso  gives a 
b ab y  decreased  resistan c e  to  tuberculo­
s is  and o th e r  d iseases. Ten y e a rs  ago 
SA N T A  said  th ey  w ould w ipe o u t TB  in
10 y e a rs . B u t la s t  y e a r  th ere  w ere 58,491 
notified  cases, and an estim a te  of a s  
m any n o t reported.

Clinic Cases
This is an average distribution 

of new cases at a Johannesburg 
clinic on one morning last month:

NORMAL MALNUTRITION: 16.
15 of these were breast-fed, ei­
ther fully or partially, and un­
der the age of one year. The 
other well-nourished child, three 
years old, w as the son of a tea ­
cher.

MILD MALNUTRITION: 15. Most 
of these were between one and 
three years old. Many lived a l­
m ost entirely on porridge, with 
small quantities of milk, meat, 
fruit and vegetables. One meat 
and vegetable meal on Sundays, 
with porridge and a little milk, 
fruit and vegetables the rest of 
the week, is a common diet for 
township children.

GROSS MALNUTRITION: 4. Two 
of these ,aged one year and tw o  
years, were sent to Johannes­
burg critically ill from the Nor­
thern Transvaal. Both had liv­
ed only on porridge. One of the 
other, aged tw o months, had 
been fed on powdered milk, in­
correctly diluted. The other was 
a 19-month-old baby from a Jo­
hannesburg township who w as 
living only on porridge.
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" W o rst of a ll,” w rites  Jessie  H ertsle t, 

‘‘th e  row s of scores —  litera lly  scores —  

of children w ith  tu b erc u lar spines on the 

v e ran d ah  of a  hospital, all, so I  am  in­

form ed on unquestionable au th o rity , in ­

fected org inally  th ro u g h  c o n ta c t w ith  a  

m ine-w orker w ho retu rn ed  w ith  d u st­

laden lu n g s.” (P o v e rty  an d  m aln u tri­

tion  m ak e  them  m ore likely  to  g e t i t . )

She a lso  w rite s  of one of th e  m ost d is­
tress in g  a fte r-e ffe c ts  of m alnutrition: 
contraction  of th e  pelvis, because the 
bones in a  m alnourished toddler cannot 
endure  th e  w eight of th e  torso. This 
m ean s th a t  g ro w n  wom en fail to  give 
b irth  w ithout th e  u tm o st agony, and, too 
often, th e  d e a th  of th e  babe. So the  
p resen t w ide-spread incidence of kw a ­
shiorkor m eans unto ld  su fferin g  and 
h e a rta ch e  20 y e a rs  hence.

P e rh ap s  th e  m o st h o rrify in g  effect of 
m aln u tritio n  is  its  s tu n tin g  of b rain  de­
velopm ent.

T he h u m an  b ra in  treb les in size dui> 
ing  th e  f ir s t  y e a r  of life, a n d  five th o u s­
and m illion nerve  cells a re  produced, a c ­
cording  to  P ro fe sso r P . V. Tobias, head 
of th e  d e p a rtm e n t of A natom y a t  the  
W itw a tersran d  U niversity . M aln u tri­
tion  d u rin g  th is  critical period can there­
fore cause  considerable m en tal dam age. 
I t  is n o t y e t know n w h eth er th is  dam age 
can  ever be rem edied. O bservers from  
a  ru ra l clinic w atched  children w ho had 
su ffe red  fro m  kw ash io rk o r and w ere 
now  cured. T hey  found them  slower, 
m ore passive and quiet th an  th e  o th er 
children, lis tless  a n d  un in terested  in 
play. So hundreds of thousands of child­
ren are growing up with their potential 
blunted before they even get started. Do 
th e  sociologists ta k e  k w ash io rk o r into 
consideration w hen  s tudying  ab ilities of 
various g ro u p s?

OFFICIAL SEAL
“ But there's no fam ine/' states the 

Government, a nd th ro w s a  seal around  
th e  d ro u g h t-stric k en  countryside. T r a ­
vellers can  only  see th e  dusty , shrivell­
ed countryside fro m  th e  m ain  roads. R e­
p o rte rs  a re  tu rn e d  back.

I n  J a n u a ry  o f th is  year, R30.000 w as 
given by th e  G overnm ent to  a id  the 
d ro u g h t-h it (w h ite ) c a ttle  farm ers  . . . 
in  A pril the fa rm ers  ask ed  th e  G overn­
m ent to  m ak e it  possible fo r  them  to 
buy surp lus m ealies a s  c a ttle  fodder a t  
th e  low ex p o rt price. No c attlefodder 
for th e  A fricans w ho s tru g g led  on em a ­
ciated  lim bs to  a  local hospita l, itse lf 
d esp erately  sh o rt of food. A s la te  as 
Ju n e  th is  y e a r  th e  G overnm ent denied 
th ere  w as fam ine am ongst th e  A fricans 
o f th e  N o rth ern  T ran sv aal. In  Ju ly , an 
official called th e  s u ffe rin g  of th e  peo­
ple in th e  d ro u g h t " th e ir  own f a u lt.”

They Scratch For Food

The dire poverty among Non- 

W hites in Grahamstown has been 

spotlighted by an open petition sign ­

ed by 26 leading citizens during the 

city’s  centenary celebrations.

The petition revealed that there are 

Non-White m others and children who 

search the city's rubbish dumps every 

day for scraps of discarded food. It 

also reminded Grahamstown that 

many of the city’s inhabitants have 

less than five cents a day on which 

to live, that there are people living on 

less than 2 cents a day. The poverty 

in the town has been revealed by so­

ciological surveys conducted there in 

recent years.

W hen K upugani, a  non-profit-m aking  

com pany w as form ed am ong business 

m en  “to  com bat m aln u tritio n  by d istri­

buting  a g ric u ltu ral p roducts w herever 

th ere  a re  needed in South  A frica ,” th ey  

w ere resen ted  by th e  G overnm ent w ho 

denied th e  need fo r  it.

N ow  a t  la s t  tem p o rary  an d  lim ited 

G overnm ent a id  is  being given, so n ig­

g ard ly  com pared w ith  th e  m illions pour­

ed in to  th e  pockets of th e  m aize farm ers  

a n d  C ontrol B oards all th ro u g h  th e  
years, a s  to  be little  m ore th a n  ta c i t  r e ­
cognition of th e  need fo r  aid. The m ain  
solution is  to  encourage m en fro m  th e  
R eserves to  sign up  for m ines o r farm s, 
th ere b y  a g g ra v a tin g  th e  terrib le  condi­
tions in th e  R eserves by  drain in g  them  
of th e ir  la s t  able-bodied m en.

The terrible paradox is obvious to all. 
The big farm ers (m ore heavily represen­
ted in Parliament than any other single  
group) got them selves Control Boards 
to keep up prices of their produce. The 
Boards became permanent institutions 
regulating prices so that even when 
there are great surpluses, prices stay  
too high for more than three-quarters 
of the people in this country. Low wages, 
high prices . . .  if the people earned 
more, they could buy more.

P e rh a p s  th e  d ro u g h t w ill pass, the  
w ord ‘fam ine’ will d isap p ear from  the  
p ress. B u t m ore th a n  h u n g er an d  f a ­
m ine, malnutrition permanently plagues 
the majority of people of our land. Aid 
m u st be given. B u t m ore th a n  aid, a 
living w age, a n d  the f a i r  d istribution  and 
ju stic e  th a t  will only com e w hen  the peo­
ple them selves a re  m asters.

N eedless h u n g er in the m id st of plen­
ty . Food  th a t  ro ts  a n d  children t h a t  die. 
T his is  th e  challenge to  all South  A fri­
cans. H ave w e n ot th e  ab ility  to  m eet 
i t ?
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C O M M E N T
M ORE FRONTS 

TH A N  O N E
Dr. Banda’s criticism of South A f­

rican political leaders abroad as run­
away politicians, spinelessly trying to  
fight Verwoerd from far-off world 
capitals, sounds curious, coming from 
a man who himself lived in voluntary 
exile, not even as a politician, but as 
a prospering fam ily doctor, for close 
on thirty years. It is an ungenerous 
attitude to the freedom struggle that, 
now that Algeria is over the worst, 
faces the most bitter battles in all A f­
rica. South Africa’s  isolation from  
independent, friendly states is one of 
its main difficulties; the Banda ap­
proach hardly squares with the spirit 
of all-African solidarity.

Granted that the main effort for 
freedom must come from South Afri­
cans at home, who but the freedom  
organisations here should ••decide how 
many of its political leaders should 
work abroad, at their command, to 
enlist aid and allies against a govern­
ment that is not only oppressive in 
South Africa, but a threat to free, in­
dependent African government in all 
states from the Congo and Nyasaland 
southwards? As long as the men 
who pass through Nyasaland are not 
self-styled leaders or self-made exiles, 
there should be no complaint about 
their number. They are abroad in 
the service of the freedom struggle  
here and the busier they are, the 
more hopeful the signs that the unity 
of all Africa for freedom is not only 
talk but energetic, united action.

If Dr. Banda is worried about peo­
ple leaving their home country he —  
and we —  should give some thought 
to. the desperate plight of the thous­
ands of N yasas living a life of hell 
in South Africa as ‘foreign natives’, 
beaten in the jails and on the potato 
farms, harried like rabbits under the 
pass laws. These are citizens of Ma­
lawi forced to work in exile who 
should not be abandoned to apart­
heid. The freedom movements of 
Malawi and South Africa have here 
a common battlefront, and perhaps 
next tim e Tambo, Makiwane, Resha 
or Piliso pass through Limbe or Blan- 
tyre, they m ight put their heads to­
gether with Dr. Banda on this prob­
lem.
0  Prime Minister Kawawa of Tan­

ganyika has the right idea. Asked 
at a Press Conference if he was 
prepared to offer political asylum  
to members of Southern Rhodesia’s 
just-banned ZAPU he said: “We 
do not call them political refugees. 
We call them freedom fighters.”

CHARITY HELD 

TO  R A N SO M
South African farm ers (W hite) 

are only slightly less pampered than

those in the United States (where 
to  prevent surpluses they can be paid 
a subsidy for NOT planting). The 
Control Boards were set up to guar­
antee not rational distribution of food 
to the hungry, but high prices and 
profits for the farm ers. Now the 
Boards have com e full circle. They 
have kept prices so high that people 
can’t afford to buy the farm ers’ pro­
duce and the surplus stocks lie in 
warehouses.

The Nationalist, largely farm ers’ 
government, can’t bring itself to 
overhaul the strangling control me­
chanism; and individual businessmen 
have been provoked to try to unravel, 
or cut through the red tape, and doc­
tors and public-spirited citizens gear­
ed to marshall quick aid to  children 
whose survival is at stake in this 
drought and famine, when South A f­
rica's endemic malnutrition has flar­
ed into starvation in the wretched re­
serves.

At the outset the com m ittees rush­
ing food to the stricken areas devel­
oped a strong inhibition about publi­
city of the conditions they find there. 
They were told explicitly that the 
government would object to overseas 
money coming in to back the scheme; 
and would be on the look-out ‘for1 the 
intrusion of politics.’

Stating the facts, plain and simple 
is construed as politics by the N a­
tionalists. For they know full well 
that these Control Boards are respon­
sible for the m ess. The country's 
land policy is the basis for stark, ru­
ral poverty, and the Bantu Commis­
sioners could long ano have antici­
pated, and recommended relief for 
the looming tragedy. Those who act 
to bring fam ine relief are not intro­
ducing politics.

It is Nationalist White supremacy 
rule that has brought on fam ine and 
stunted the growth of the children. 
If anyone is looking for politics, look 
here!

THE YELLOW  LIGHT 

O F  C A U T IO N

The Institute of Race Relations 
rattled Dr. Verwoerd badly (w hat a 
puny government this is) but then 
panicked itself into a shameful re­
treat.

From the sledgeham m er attack of 
the N ationalists on the ‘human rela­
tions’ conference you would have 
thought revolutions, not resolutions, 
were in the offing.

From the start of this conference 
planning the Institute w as ruffled by 
the Prime Minister breathing down 
the back of its neck. Take the list 
of world authorities invited. Of the
16 overseas speakers, four only were 
not Whites. They included Profes­

sor K. A. Busia, a Ghanaian professor 
living in exile at The H ague where, 
financed by anti-Nkrumah forces 
abroad, he is the centre of a group 
trying to bring down the Ghana Gov­
ernment; Miss Santha Rama Rau, 
daughter of a form er Indian High 
Commissioner in South Africa who 
was herself educated in the United 
States and lives and w rites from  
abroad from her native land; Miss 
Noni Jabavu South Africa's own ele­
gant but transplanted-to-London- 
salons writer in glossy snob m aga­
zines. Only Alioune Diop, the direc­
tor of the Presence Africaine group 
in Paris has close touch with African  
thinking and aspirations.

The company looked too withdrawn 
from the turmoil of race relations to 
be really expert, too well-mannered 
to commit itself, too unrepresentative 
to be important. But a professor of 
art history, the dean of a law faculty, 
a company of scholars, writers, aca­
dem ics all, scared the Nationalists 
stiff.

As for South African participation, 
patrons and com m ittee men seemed  
to have been selected for their con­
servatism , and barely anyone (except 
perhaps Professor M atthews) was 
included whose view s lie two inches 
to left of centre. The patrons were 
dominated by mining m agnates. B. 
L. Bernstein and Harry Oppenheimer 
( “colonialism brought stable, effici­
ent, incorruptible government to A f­
rica”— the Davie Memorial lecture);  
H. J. van Eck, Nationalist Govern­
ment appointee on the South West 
African Commission; press lords and 
Foundation prominents like Clive 
Corder and G. H. R. Edmunds; Leif 
Egeland and Adrian Berrill.

The blah about the conference 
aims was meaningless: “To help the 
world outside to understand more 
fully the diversity of South Africa’s 
creativeness and originality.”

But at the first hint of an obstacle  
the Institute backed down. The Con­
ference, as timid as it was, is off. 
Visa difficulty, said the organisers. 
But some of the overseas visitors do 
not need visas. Others could have 
had their papers read for them. South 
Africans, scores of them, would have 
carried the conference through if ask ­
ed. A variety of plans could have 
ensured that the Conference went on.

Have even conferences that don't 
say the things the Nationalists would 
say about them selves become un- 
South A frican? One can't escape 
the feeling that the patrons would 
rather do nothing than earn official 
disapproval. And if you withdraw  
from even an argum ent when your 
adversary simply m oves his lips, you 
can never expect to win.
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