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COMPOSITE RESOLUTION ON NATIONAL CONVENTION

Adopted by the 42nd Annual Conference of
the S.A. Labour Party 10th & 11th Jan. 1953.

This Conference of the South African Labour Party suggests that 
a National Convention or similar body should be formed, the 
members of which shall be the direct representatives of all 
sections of the people.

The task of the Convention shall be to devise and recommend 
to Parliament a progressive system, or plan, acceptable to 
the representatives on the Convention.

Technical and Secretarial staff shall be provided from State 
Departments as requested by the Convontion.

The members of the Convention should be decided after 
consultation with the loaders of the various groups.

The South African Labour Party shall advocate the formation 
of a Convention as suggested and shall endeavour to secure 
legislation necessary for the establishment of such a 
Convention forthwith.

The South African Labour Party shall establish a Race Relations 
Committee which shall, inter alia, consult with the various 
leaders of racial groups, and with constant reference to the 
Declaration of Human Rights, shall recommend, if it finds it 
necessary, a new non-European policy to a Special Conference 
called for that purpose, at the earliest possible date.

In the meantime the Race Relations Committee of the Party 
shall consult with other bodies which have made a study of 
race relations, establish contact with leaders of various 
groups and, by an interchange of views, seek to improve 
relationships, understanding and Party policy.
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26th January 1953,

Mr. A. Quintin Whyte,
S.A. Insitute of Race Relations, 
19, Stiemens St.,
BRAAMPOHTEIN.
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir,
We herewith enclose the Non-European Policy adopted by the 

Labour Party Conference on the 10th and 11th January 1953, and also 
a copy of the Composite Resolution in regard to the need for convening 
a National Convention -which should represent directly all sections 
of the people of the Union.

Our Committee is desirous of meeting Representatives of your 
Executive to explore the possibility of your collaborating with us, 
or if found more advisable, for your Institute to take over the 
initiative of convening the National Convention, and for us to 
collaborate with you in this all important work.

We would therefore be pleased if youu Executive would meet 
our Cormittee, either at your office or at ours, at a time mutually 
convenient, so that the matter could be discussed between us.

Should you wish extra copies of our Non-European Policy or 
the Composite Resolution for distribution amongst your Executive, 
we shall be pleased to send these to you.

Yours faithfully.

CHAIRMAN.

SECRETARY.
/it̂ o RvCeAjjt, 

&o*e. ieo



11th February, 1953*

The Secretary,
South African Labour Party,
P. 0. Box 2864,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Madam,
I thank you for your letter of 26th January, 1953 with the 

two enclosures.
5 My own iSxecutive Conmittee will be meeting on the 24th of
this month when I shall put your letter and suggestions forward. I 
will be very grateful if you could sand me 25 oopies of both the 
Resolution and the Policy statement for prior distribution to my 
Committee.

Meanwhile may I congratulate you on the statement of Policy.
Tours sincerely,

QU1HTIN 7HTTE 
Director



Mr, Alan Paton, x v \ » 27th February,
P. 0. Anerley, /  )Qf3 \
South Coast,
Uatal.

/  \
Dear Alan,

Thank you vdxy muoh for your letter of the 3rd February 
1953. We are all very sad about R.J. and he will be greatly miss 
in many ways. Whan one considers the wide range of his activity 
over 30-40 years, one is amazed. His effort in getting practica. 
things dans was very great and only a biographical study will brij 
out his full significance for South Africa.

lou wonder how say R.J., van Wyk and myself can produce v 
"extreme literature” and still remain on speaking terns withlhe  ̂
"blind and the wioked". I believe it is the function of the 
Institute and its personnel to try to reconcile even the seemingly

_ __ .  . ■ -» x  a  j  i ___J  _  _  1  Vk m m n r r .
e m u  a v w  w ----  . .

irreconcilable. Situations and attitudes are always changing, 
new forms are being brought into play every day and every week 
and if what we believe is right and true, then we must believe 
that all things work together for good. It may be an eventual 
good, but it is one which cannot be attained if we cannot influence, 
convert or persuade the wicked. We can only do that by remaining 
in contact and, despite differing views, in terms of personal 
friendship, if that is possible.

I have just seen the Labour Party's Statement of Policy, 
and have been equally surprised at the liberal tone of it. I'll 
send you a copy when I obtain them. I think it ie worth studying 
for a liberal party might have something in common with them.

At the present moment there is not much that could bo 
oalled a common cause between the Institute and the D. K. C.
Actually my interest in the D. R. C. was first really roused by an 
article written by you soon after your return from the U.S.A. some 
years ago* where you said that the key to the future lay with the 
D.R.C* Since then I have maintained contact through Freddie van 
Hyk and De, Reyneke with movements in the church and I have tri„d 
to be helpful. The D.R.C. is not and cannot be static in its 
views and it is to this that I cling with hops.

S. A. B. S. A. /•••



fcr. Alan Paton. 2 7th
" "  “ " II T . - -- — - —n,1 "■

ii.A.B.ii.A. admitted before the Tomlinson C 
if total segregation was impossible, the Institute's 
inevitable and one of its leaders said frankly that as a I 
he would have to accept the Institute position. Is that n 
hopeful? ^

It is to incidents and trends like this that I Xf 
my optimism. I am said to be too optimistic - but has noi 
function in that r&le? 'j

I agree with you about 0.D.W. and it has been Insk. 
experience of him over the years. Leadership of a liberal grtt*. 
cannot come from him. I have not been asked to any of the dis
cussions and so I am very ignorant of what has been going on.
I see, however, that Die Burger has got hold of material circulat 
I would not wish in any case to take part in such discussions.

You sound pessimistic in your letter. I think that 
events after the eleotion may bring about a re-alignment of 
forces and that something more liberal and concrete may emerge.

With all good wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Quintin Whyte, 
DIB3CT0R.



7th January,

V4

De o: Alan, v ",
inclosed is an idea I had - I don’t think it 

is n.cessaril, the rig^t idea hut 1 think it might lead 
you or others to think of something better.

I also acknowledge receipt of your manuscript 
which arrived to-day.

Yours sincerely,

QUINTIN WHTTS 
Director.



6 FtB 1953
P.O. Anerle;

$/?/?>?>.

De ar Quintin,
Let me first exoress my sympathy with the Institute on the 

loss it has suffered through R.J.’s death. I was very fond ofi tU 
bov and thought that he wrote a lot of horse sense. Also he had. J 
gifjp which I do not nossess, but which you I think do, and van 'a 
certainly does, and that is of being able to produce some prettyj 
extreme literature and yet to be able to remain oil good terms wifl 
the blind and the wicked. That's pretty good I think, a m  j ^ n< 
despise it, but I just haven’t got it, and that is not because I 
supuose myself to be more uncompromising and nonest than yourselve^
In" any case I think the leaders of the Institute ought to be like W, 
that, anfl I think further that you have produced some pretty good 
stuff this last year amongst you all. I am very sorry that "• -T• as
S°n 8 *And now your letter of the 7th. I took it to C.T. but didn’t sej 
you.It “was decided to call the Association the Liberal Associat ion.
I note all your objections, in regard to the need for a name that, 
w o u ld  appeal to Afrikaners. They were voiced too, but were almost 
unanimously waved aside. If it had been called something else, then 
the name Liberal w o u ld  soon have been smelted on to it by tne -ats.
You may be interested to note the way , even though Noffie is deed, 
that the Nats, are trying to Identify the TT.p. and uhe Lioerals.
If that can be done to the IT.p. then it can be done to anyone. 
note another thing that may have attracted your attention. Donges, 
Louw, Dagbreek and others say that they would welcome the emergence f 
of e Liberal Group. They say with a touching regard for the decencies 
of political life, that this is the logical opposition to the fats. 
Manv were cuite weepv when Cope’s Forum went bust.

Now why is this ? Some of it may be sincere, but sure y there 
is a food Nat. reason for the emergence of a strong Liberal^ ^roup, 
and that is that there 'n their opinion would be and. could oe no 
better enemy to whip up the enthusiasm of Nat. supporters. Too weak 

M b e r a l  group would not-, achieve this, but in their* opinion and in 
the opinion of" quite a lot of people, the emergence of a Liberal 
Group which could attract even 40% of the electorate would put Nation* 
alism In till the day of the long knife, when lots of "ig wats.^wi-- 
be found to have nest-eggs In some of these beastly countries wh'cu 
have been so nasty to us, and where they will mix cheerfully * i t h _  
odds, sods, wons, a n d  dagoes. A n d  they will have a joke amongs 
selves too, which will be , would you allow your daughter to marry
a PO°r idSotJd your remarks about the qualified franchise and about 
’associate’ members. Wediacussed that point too, and decided we would 
take any members, which I think is pretty safe. In any case I don t 
think that the Non-whites are going to come rushing in.

I add for youranproval or otherwise that I ion t a . -3 
opp ,1 1-j si r-n that there is* any common caude to be made between ng. 
S e a S n g a ^ d  the P.r’.C.! *  is I presume is w h a t j o u  are con- 
cerned about. I see not! ing which leads me to believe -



the country is going to be savert by i.he coming together 
■ "tually antipathetic bodies. I wish I rtirt. Therefore it 
that ;teou just have to follow your own road as it seems right to yol 
I clon’t really see how the IRR and SABRA could ever reach an ■ n ®  
useful meeting ground, for the simple reason that IRR thinks separM 
wron^ and impossible, and SABRA thinks it right and possible. 7L 
cling to one hope , that there may sti^l be a hard logic of events 
that will knock sense into \.is, and I know of course that it can 
equally well knock the sense out of us. But I still cling to the h o ®  
that it will knock the sense into us, so that one day some really b *  
Nat. will say, boys, I took a chance these boys were right, but It’®  
time to turn. Wouldn’t a lot of us breathe again?

I%i telling you in confidence that the Liberal 1
Association was born in quite unremarkable circs. ITo one made a %
speech that set old Opple weeping diamonds «li over the floor. B
i-eo was p tired man, and kargaret. B. sat as mum as mum could be.
Oscar V/. was inimitable, but it takes more than inimitability to do 
the doings. Leslie Rubin is a sincere chap and I took a great liking 
to him but he is no longer young, he is a -Tew, and I donf^t think 
that much can be expected from him. I liked young ^alter Stanford 
and Oettle. I myself know myself, an A t irnow that it would require 
something to possess me which does not possess me at the moment for 
me «bo go up and down the countryside preaching Liberalism. Also I am n 
no longer young. Oscar exaggerates, and I from experience have learned 
not to rely too much on anyone who exaggerates. If I say to a bloke, 
will this rung bear my weight, and he says it will beAr 900 lbs.
S.A. Bureau of Standards, and. I nfeep on that rung and I go crashing 
down, or even if I just catch hold in time to prevent myself crashing 
down, then J don’t put no more trust in that bloke’s mathematics, 
and I don’t dr-Ink his medicine and I don’t go riding in no private 
aeroplane with him as pilot. Sorry to tell you all this, but its the 
truth.

Also in confidence let me tell you that I have just finished a 
novel, which I think i s a good piece of work, but ' ch I do not ex
pect to be as successful as its predecessor, which is a pity because 
I need to earn some money very soon. And tell me please, is it your 
intention to use ’’Salute" ? Because if not, it is wanted somewhere 
else.

In the meantime best w i s h e s  to you both, and all best wishes for 
your work.



P.O. ANBB*fc 
South Coast,
ITatal.
2nd. January, 1953.

Dear Quintin,
This is the final draft of SALUTE TO MY GREATGRANDGHILDREN.
There are two points I should like to^bring to your notice.
(1) On page 8 I have written:- "Even„man like Albert 

Schweitzer has lent his great authority to this 
confusion. Of course he writes out of a different 
world, hut I prophesy that his world will he the 
same as ours in the end." This passage was writ
ten from memory and I have not read Schweitzer for 
some years. Perhaps some friend of yours who is 
an aulhority on Schweitzer might confirm my view.

/- Otherwise, please delete these two sentences.
(2) On page 15, at the bottom of the page, there are 

some specific Christian sentiments. If you wish to 
delete them, please do so as follows:- (a) Delete 
“''Even the great wind of the Holy Spirit",
tb) Delete the passage beginning "Yet I remember" 
and ending "remake them".

If you decide to take the manuscript, I am willing to let you 
have it for £25, or if you calculate your profit on it to he less 
than £25, for a sum equal to the profit. I should he grateful to 
hear pretty soon whether you will take it -or not.

I seem to remember that in the publication GO FORWARD IN FAITH 
it was promised that the Institute would be giving some attention 
to 1he whole question of the extension of the franchise. This 
question is so important and it is connected so closely with the 
emergence of a Liberal group or association that I am most anxious 
to hear what the Institute has done or is doing.

Yours sincerely,



29 OCT 1952
P.O. ANERLEY, 
South Coast, 
Natal.
26th October, 1952

Dear Quintin,
Thank you for the addresses of Ngubane and Roux. Also for 

the remarks about Huggins and Hailey. w
I have had an interim letter from the SATURDAY REVIEW OP m ,  

LITERATURE, who are very pleased with the suggestions and will 
soon come to their own decisions.

I am very sorry that you and R.J. seem to be rivals for the 
Liberal article, and appreciate your attitude. No decision, how
ever, has to be taken at the moment, and the S.R.L. might well de
cide on Mrs. Ballinger. I shall, however, keep you in touch. I 
agree that it is important to put forward the Liberal viewpoint 
very strongly at present, and am glad to say that Bishop Inman did 
it here very well recently.

How is WHITE CIVILISATION selling? It deserves to go well.
With.regard to SALUTE TO MY GREATGRANDCHILDREN, I hope that 

Maurice Webb indicated to you that I would have to sell the article, 
and I must confess that I do not like the idea of selling articles 
to a non-profit organisation like the Institute.

Prankel’s lecture I must read again. Am I right in supposing 
that it comes to no point?

Your remarks on the Liberal Party are very interesting, and 
I am glad that you agree that it can have no colour-bar. Probably 
there will not even be any form of civilisation test. It may be 
that the very propagationof Liberal principles will alienate Com
munists, Nationalists, and climbers. I agree with you that you 
cannot have a Party limited to voters, and an association open to 
all.

I hope you both have a good holiday. I am coming up in Decem
ber and hope to see you then. Don't fear to write quite frankly 
about the pamphlet.

Yours sine
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■OL'Lĥt lM̂ > h-oJA Vy t̂-n*%e/tjc?, ' $*> 
HUv. n^ci "* fj I

■**jv̂<) A  Ufa. <h«j i b+si.
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27th February, 1953.

The Secretary,
South African Labour Party,
P.O. Box 2864,
aftsttffsmg.
Dear Sir,

Z write with further reference to your letter of 26th 
January, and to our preliminary reply dated 11th February.

Mr. Whyte, our Director, had to leare for Durban almost 
immediately after the ISxecutlve Committee meeting he mentioned 
in hie preliminary reply, and thus has asked me to write to yon.

Our Committee was very Interested In extracts from your 
Policy statement read to them by our Director* It emphasised, 
however, that three points oust be borne in mind*
a) Any discussions must be quite informal.
b) The Institute cannot commit itself to convening a 

ITationel Convention. It dotibts whether the time
' is opportune at present. Also it has taken note 
of moves on several sides towards meetings or 
conventions to discuss the problems before the 
country.

c) The Institute cannot align itself with any one 
political party.

We should be very pleased to meet representative* of your 
Party for informal discussions on this basis, and our Xxecutiva 
Committee appointed a delegation for the purpose. May we contact 
you to arrange a date after Mr. Whyte returns from Durban?
, If it is asking too much to request 2ft copies of both
your Besolution and your Policy statement, could we please have 
at least 4 further copies of each so that members of our delegation 
may read them prior to the Informal meeting?

Tours sincerely,
Muriel Sorrell (Miss) 
T K C F JT IC A L  A S S I S T  A F T .



Federation of African Welfare Societies in Southern Rhodesia

Telephone 2092

All communications to be addressed to 

The Organising Secretary

P.O. Box 740

BULAWAYO

30th April, 1953.
jamsmg becretary _

, y  4 m«
/7\- biT •• /‘Au*' «■«»*«/' ^
^  T b e t S e l t

South African Institute of Race Relations, / s c j
or, P  P.O. Box 97,

JOHANNESBURG.
Dear Quintin Whyte,

I received a little time ago from the Institute, 
a cyclostyled copy of the South African Labour Party Non 
European Policy, also a copy of the Resolution adopted 
by the Annual Conference in January 1953. I have found 
this statement very useful, and I wonder whether you could 
possibly send me an additional copy. I shewed the state
ment to Colonel Pohsonby of the Beit Trustees and he has 
specially asked me to obtain a copy for him. Please send 
me an additional copy if you can manage it as it will save 
us typing out this very lengthy statement.

I have had your letter regarding the tribute 
to Reinhallt Jones. I hope to get down to this in the 
next few days, and I will let you have it as soon as 
possible.

Kind regards and best wishes.

Yours sincerely,



Rev, P, Ibboteon,
Federation of African Welfare Societies 

In Southern Rhodesia,
P. 0, Box 740,
BULAWAYO, Southern Rhodesia. 6th May, 1953,

Bear Mr, Ibbotson,

Mr, Whyte has asked me to deal with the first paragraph 
of your letter of 30th April, 1953, I have spoken to the Secre
tary of the 3, A, Labour Party, who has promised to post you a 
further copy of the Party’s Non-European Policy and Resolution.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

v Muriel Horrell (Miss)
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT.
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In this way, apart fron providing a house, 

another and hardly less worthwhile object will have 
been achieved. Conpetent observers are at one in th»ir 
belief that in_ the abssnce of a real stake in the con- 
nunity, such as the possession of his own house will 
provide, your urban African ih the past has had no 
rallying point for his own efforts at social rehabili
tation. The nan who has an interest to protect v/ill be 
a willing and co-operative partner in any schene ained 
at protecting the connunity at large, and his own pro
perty and interests in particular, fron the inroads of

/

those anti-social elenents referred to above; he has 
been given an opportunity of beconing a citizen, in the 
true sense of the word.

I have heard it argued that before the African 
is allowed to expend his own nonoy on the building of 
houses, steps should first bo taken to ensure that he 
has greater security of tenure than he has enjoyed in 
the past. While I have every sympathy with his aspira
tions, and, to ny nind, reasonable desires, in this con
nection, I cannot help but feel that this is an extra
neous natter, and though very inportant, not really re
levant to the issues at stake at the nonent, e.g., the 
provision of housing.

In the second instance I think that the tine is 
ripe for an entirely new approach to the whole question 
of African labour; and here I direct nyself nore 
particularly to established Industry and Connerce. There 
is a growing body of public opinion which holds the view 
t Kc. t.Indus try and Connerce, both potent factors in our 
National economy, are letting the rest of the country 
down through their lackadaisical use and thoughtless

abuse /  .....



Dr. A. W. Hoernltf 
Mr. J. R. Rathebe

ALSO SENT TOi

29th May, 1953.
Prof* 3.B. Harris,
University of the Witwatersrand,
MILNJ3R Pa 3K. Jhb.

Dear Professor Harris,
I write to remind you about the meeting with representatives 

of the Labour Party at 2.15 p.m. on Tuesday, 9th June, in our 
Committee Room.

I do hope you will be able to attend.

Tours sincerely,

F . J .  v a n  t y k ,  
ASSISTANT DlRijCTOR.



\
Letter received from D.” .P. Grower,

British Information Services, 
lil-Herkaz, Bunder Road,
Karachi 3«

handed to me from U.K. Information Office, Johannesburg.

Please refer to your letter of 21st May, 1953« the answers are as 
follows i-

1. No. Women vote for the general as veil as for the
special (women) seats.

Adult Franchise.

2. No.
3. Details as unden-

Constituent Assembly seats* Bengal .....
Punjab ....  22

N.W.F.P.........  3
N.W.F.P. States ..... 1

Baluchistan ..... 1
Baluchistan States ..... 1

Sind ....  5
Khairpur State ....  1
Bahawalpur ....  1

79

Provincial Assemblies! East Bengal .....
Punjab .....
N.W.F.P ....•

Sind....

309
197
85

111



Received from* British Information Services, Eastern House, Mansingh Roed,
NEW DELHI 2.

Please refer to your letter of 21st May, 1953, regarding Election Procedure in 
India, we fiive below the information as required by you*

(i) 'nder the Constitution of India, Women have the same voting rights for the 
various legislatures as nen have.

iii) The Law oi the Single Electoral Roll is laid down in the Articles 325 to 
329 of the Constitution of India, which read as followst-

325» There shall be one general electoral roll for every territorial consti
tuency for election to either House of Parliament or to the House or eith4r 
House of the Legislature of a State and no person shall be ineligible for 
inclusion in any electoral roll for any such constitutency on grounds only 
of religion, race, caste, sex or any of them.

326 The elections to the House of the People and to the Legislative Assembly of 
every State shall be on the basis of adult suffrage; that is to s y, every 
pe rson who is a citizen of India and who is not less than twenty—one years 
of age on such date as may be fixed in that behalf by or under any law made 
by the appropriate Legislature and is not otherwise disqualified under this 
Constitution or any law made by the appropriate Legislature on the ground of 
non-residence, unsoundness of mind, crime or corrupt or illegal praotiee,
shall be entitled to be registered as a voter at any suoh election.

\

327. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, Parliament may from time
to time by law make provision with respect to all matters relating to, or in 
connection with, elections to either House of Parliament or to the House or 
either House of Legislature of a State including the preparation of electoral 
rolls, the delimitation of constituencies and all other matteis necessary 
for sendring the due constitution of such House or Houses.

328. Subject to the provisions of his Constitution and inso far as provision
in that behalf is not made by Parliament, the Legislature of a State may from 
time to time by law make provision with respect to all matters relating to, 
or in connection with, the elections to the House or either House of the 
Legislature of the State including the preparation o electoral rolls and all 
other matters necessary for securing the due constitution of such Hois or 
H'use. *

329. Nottaithstanding anything in this Constitution -
(a) the validity oi any law relating to the delimitation of constituencies 

or the allotment of seats to such oonstitutenoies, made or purporting 
to be made under article 327 or article 328, shall not be called in 
qugstion in any court)

(b) no election to either House of Parliament or to the House or either House 
«of the Legislature of a State shall be called in>.< question except by an
election petition presented to such authority and in such manner as may 
be provided for by or under any law made by the appropriate Legislature. 

$iii) Composition of Legislative bodies * List attached.



COMPOSITION OP LEGISLATIVE BODIESi- In the State of Bihar, Bombay, Madras, 
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, there are two Houses, and in other States 
one House.

Name of No. of Seats Rep- Ho. of seats Rep- No. of Seats Rep-
State s resented in the resented in Council resented in State

House of People* of States. Assemblies.

PART A STATES s
Assam 12 6 108
Bihar 55 21 330
Bombay 45 17 315
Madhya Pradesh 29 12 232
Madras. 75 27 375
Orissa 20 9 140
Punjab 18 8 126
Uttar Pradesh 86 31 430
West Bengal 34 14 238

PART B ST*TBS «
Hyderabad 25 11 175
Madhya Bharat 11 6 99
Mysore 11 6 99
P.E.P.S.U. 5 3 60
Rajasthan 20 9 160
Sauraahtra 6 4 60
Travancore-Cochin 12 6 108

PARI C SPATES *
Ajmer 2 1 30
Bhopal 2 1 30
lilaspore 1
Coorg X
Delhi 4 1 48
Himachal Pradesh 3 1 36
Vindhya Pradesh 6 4 60

Electoral College
Kutch 2 1 30

Manipur 2 30
Tripura 2 1 30
Adamans ft Nicobar 1 Dominated
Tribal Areas of Assam 1 "
Kashmir 6 ” 4
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