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ment taking over and administerine as a Cro~n Colony all ~~e native terri 
tories be ond the CaDe Colony, as the anomaly of their adrnintstrat on by 
a Covernnent responsi Ie to Par arment n which the have no re resen~a 
t t on s 0 ncti ve 0 , sc ef, an the Col ony s, moreover at esent 
u ble to r tect t em rom possi Ie f 1 uster i nc ex e ti ns .n 

JuNe: e the R al Eng heers of tle "arren Expe ition were stationed t 
af n 1 5,C:; r har es Varren ffere t el TI _orttshiwa to erect a 

new z~ chapel for hi TN leyan ( 1etho ist suects as the one erected 
by J lema in ~ 7 a oeen 1reck urin the bar lon-Doer ar of 1 
1 4. Three I:arolon re iments ere c e ut - the" 0 u, t 1e Ma etu 
and the ,ia tlha el a an or er d to make and burn r c and rovide other 
uns illed w~ labour, wh e the Ro al En ineers un er 01. Durnfor under 
took to do the masonry and other s led work, 

r soon t e .::;roun was cl ared, lans rawn u , and the fOlL"l .. tion 
o a cruc form uil in lai • 

The f rmal l ay n f t e founda t on an m moria.l stone as erfo 
rme on tle 17th of June 8. n at the lead of the buil nc s inscribe 
"ir har es warren K.C •• ",w I e of t e two at the fo ot of the buil in 
one s inscr e "Monts i a - Chief of the :;:"arol ng , " an the "t ler "c iefs 
of t e ~arolon • II Fe l c ec es l'7ere a e on t e occasion of t e 
la in~ of t ese tones b harles Varren, the Chi ef 10nts wa ,Rev. 

renW tk ns, superinten nt of the '(, esle an Met 0 ist ~. n the 
Transvaa ,an y the Re ohn Mackenzie . Tle co lect on £256 :16/-
In a hort t me a 0 i structure 
~hic stan s to this ayafter 76 years ithout a crnc in ~ts m sive 

~ 23 ches thick an 12 feet hi wa erectc • The -tethodist Church 
rovi ed t e uild n terial. The cha e1 as ene for vine 

p on at~day the 5th of Dece er 1 before a vast asse bly hich 
n a r cess on headed y t e , i n i trator 0 bechuabalan ir 

_ ne i p rd fro ] l ema ' s cha el, whi l e the Rev Geor e Weavind, t e 
new Wes leyan Su erintendent came ec al from otchef troo to super
vi ~e t 'l cer on, n as a s ste by the Rev Ro ert A pel e, the 
res i dent m±~x± miss onary . 

!t as another ay of rejoicin , and the tribe made it a festi 
val. In the words of the L~viticus II It was anholy convocatOon unt 
a sole assembl and they i no servile or t ere n. "At l east " 

t em ac e the 1 r e and lofty bu 1 n wh 1st a v st cro~d assembl ed 
outsi e~"As t s vast congre ationrose and anS, as the ...;arolonc; can s nc; 
the volume of soun ~as overvhelm n · , and tears of joy be ewe many a 
face. The ha ':1 been fry a r hu..nte e w 1 beasts, an nOVi the were 
met in a c urch of the r own such as the most sanGuine had never eEpected l 

r ow woul Molema have rejoice to be ith them that aYe If s rits are 
llowed to vis t the scene 0 their eart labours, s as over ng ' 

neRr. fI (Whiteside : History of the Wesleyan , ethodist Church of S.A p . 433) 

In Sir Cha rles ~arren's f rce at Ma.f eng of s all on cor . th three 
bal oons naIl neces ary equ pMe t . The ~ ere ay onL fore t e 

r of aor 1 nav 3ati n as we kno~ it. Ther~ ~ent that 'as ma e t en at 
.afi en was the first n Africa, and the bal . onist s offered to take 

Monts au: 
ne a the Engineers who were ossessed ot b lloon 

Sent old Chief Montsh wa up , a ea tive, towards the moon: 
And it V1as a apirit - stirrin sound to hear his women swear 
As they aw their lor an master floatin y throu h the ail 

For ~t is t e usua l b ief on Monts. i wa's town 
That when a ch efta ni s , he takes a len ly j ourne dm n ; 
~fuile a mi s nary murmered, as ~ e a z d up in the s~J , 
liT 0 strange that sol i ers are t ' first to waft m flock on hi h. 

Inx XNNX«XE ~xl~ n Waneral warren in~tiate him into t e wa s 
of modern civili ation by t kinG him up ' n a balloon-the first an last 
nat ve chief, I fanc , who has ever ha that ex er enc8rRalph Williams: 
How I became a Gove rnor p . 126) 

July: 
On the 4th 0 July (1885) ir harles ~'iarren left li1af kin to attend 

~e;;;""1L .. Jto questions of land/in Vryburc . At this t e there was muc tal. of bech 
uana land be. ng annexe to the Oa e, and it as known tat . ,Ste aland had 
et tone ,ae nst such annexation preferrinG to rema n irect ly nuder 

Imper al control. This wa also I\~onfs '1i wa s fee in 1' , an he accor n ly 
a drease the L~p ~r a Government pray n r it to reta n d rect control of 

i . count ry .,~~. 1-;~. o..LeC( ~1~ ~ . ~ , If {, iJ" ~ . C',:A-e ' e<, c-( 
Ii? l.ra..;tl"t loj ~IA,};)-f;. I)pfe, t f;} .... t. · ~ G~.!l .ft;L/kr ~~J 1(c-bL c 
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It is doubtful whet er or not ~on wa aceepned the offer. Mackenzie, who 
w present does not say 0, as e certa n y wou hav~ ut it beyond oubt 
on recor • ~e ment ns t e ascent of Ma joD Elsdale in cornman of the alloo 
corps, fOlIO ved 'by t t of Marren, and then of other officers one after ano 
ther, while " the chief Montsh1wa l eanin on hi staff, stood a a r t from 
h i people, his eye follow n · the ballo_on , but himself wra t in thou ht " 
and afterward ... expressinG his~i~~t~ of the En lis.hfan i wonder at 
the event to ackenxzie. 

XWXXXXR atkln illiams, the bio ra her of arr n follows Mackenzie an. 
erelj' ment i ons tha . the "Chief Mont i a, 0 ye rs old, n hi talwart so: 

took a most keen interest . in all the r oceed n ' s " . It is true that n t o$Cr 
stanzas of an e c ball quat y ' him, ontshiw s repr sente a havin 
ascen e i:.{ 

n the ot er n ·Ralp ~ 11 ams, who as attac e t ir Charles Varren's 
t ff , was later to b Dr tis ftgent at ~retoria (1 7 - 9 an s t 1 late r 

to e Rest ent Comm ssioner for be chuanaland ~rote ctorate and statione d at 
Mafe 1 in (19 ~1 -1904) vas pre ent, an tates . specifically that Monts wa 
we,nt ,up a,nd " eneral ... arre:; initlat,e. h m J.4 ' ~ ~ ff.~ 
~L '~S.a/n~ *c.[ :Gt~f.'- <{ I~ ~ ~ A.- j~rc.{(tf,f!"q - ./(.- ff~~~ ~t, 
K~/'{," (, eLt.J.. £ C . ~tj /,c'I<-c ,(<..L't..f ~r- ,{,,, c( t;U;J·.c.cf . ~~4' 

'\' \ '. 

: . :. 



(, 5<J I 

• <' ~" J , • l,.......t On the 13th of Aur;ust Col. F.Stan1e, olonia1 Secretary in the Sa1ibury 
Concerva ti ve Government which had succeeded Gladstone s Li ber~l ,unistry 
in Ibdf ce sent a spatch t o Sir Charles · arren withdrawinG his mll i tary 
force from .be c uanaland" to be substituted by a force of mounte police , 
while at the same l~ ime t/a.cknowledsinr; the zeal and abili ty with which he hac 
ischarge his mportant duties, and conveying the high appreciation of 

tier lVlajesty ' s Gov~rnment. 
After atrium ha& progress throuGh the ci ti e s an lar er tm ns of ~E:xAf 
the Cape Colony, ~aX:R.eFlX.'SJt:tXRNxf"){'mx:Ra~gX~:®EX:tPmx2~:trurn.:f.x~~mkH:RA 
KXmmxNEX~kxkgx~R~g:tX~NxxaNM~gRgR ~fXNgX~m~xaNrlxRnt~xaz±:tzx~xat±GnR+x£±X 
.Caarles Jarren sailed from Cape~own on th0 24th September 
Kimberley,Cradoc , Grahamastown, §nd ~ort E_izabeth at which he was hailed 
wi th thurl erous acclamation of joy, an feted in a succession of public 
rece tions"banquets torchlight processions , and inundated with congratula 
tions and addresses, he sailed fr om Ca e Town ami ''.st unfor ettable scenes 
of entusiastic goodvill and cyclonic applausei on the 24th of September. 

S~nce MarchQl 85) Sir Char l es ~arren had been urging upon the Briti sh Gov
ernment the ne ce ssity of speedily institutinb a ~ Co~kssion to effect 
land se ttlement in the recent.y disturbed territory of echuanaland, and 
the sug e stion .mad been we lcomed by the Secbetary 0 State. 
In August, therefore steps were taken to form a l.land Commission to inquire 

nto the v lidity of Ian titles ~n tellaland and Dechuana l and , to nves 
t i ate the many claims of Europeans t o land in African qDechuana} t erritor 
i es ,to define , altbocate and be:a,con off suff cient l ands for the present 
and future r equirements of the pechuana for their towns, grazing their stoc 
as well as for agri cultural purposes, ~ and to ma e all suc lands for 
the Bachuana inalienable. 

The rand CO:r.m1ission under t he presidency of S r Sidne Shippard 
commenced its duties soon aft er the eparture of ~ ir ~harles Warren for ' 
Eneaand • ._ t sat at Mafiken.; from the 15th of January to the 1 th of Feb 
ruary 1886, then at Vryburg f r om the .15th t o the 25th of February, and at 
'llaung from the 1 st till the 21st uf ll'larch, and then f inally a ain at Maf i 
keng from the 1st t ill the 2:t3tX]Qfx~ 11th t 11 t e 2Lst of ~ay . 
'Nhen the Commission commenced i ts work, there were alrea y manymEuro ean 
squatters n close proximity t o the eastern outskirts of t he Barolon town 
a matter which fell withing the Commissions terms of reference. 0Ut ~ 
:idEJ!!zxi:g:SXRDExrurnR before the tem came up f or consideration, ir liercul es 
Ro i nson v s t e::· Maf ene; on November (1 85 ) and ave ~s approval to the 
paant n of the European township w thin a mile of the arolong villa .e . 
A fort ~d been estali s e y arren on the nort l-e~stern side an close 
t o the ~arolonc town, an poss i bl, thi s fact influenced the Hi h Commiss 
ioner, and afterwar s the Land Commission in deciding to permit the plantin 
_g of the European township x:®xxi:Nxgx:KnxZkgxAfxixaRXxxxxagKlater known as 
MafEkin , so close to the African village of Mafikeng, a step that was oPP 
osed by .the Chief Montshiwa , who wanted t he European township to be bullt 
at Rooigon - 10 miles to the east of his town. He was supported in his .~ 
protests b his missionaries-the Revs. Robert Appelbe" &nd Owen Watkins, 
Superintendent of Wesleyan Missions in the Transvaal. ece i · i · G no .ED 
Recei~i 19 no xtt satisfaction Monts~iwa a dressld!'k?"it..!Jrotest to t he Sec
reetr J of Sta te, mentioning in his letter the demorali sation that would 
ensue among hiS people by reason of he canteens,uthe carr i n , on of the 
police vli th .0echuana women , as well as the losses to tribe His a esul to " 
the wa the olice horses were l et loose on Barolon ' ~..R~ 
cornfiel ds .~he Secreta 0 tate "as , hovlever rna e to bel~e t 18. t the 
Fu.ro ean to,~sh p was two roi cs awa fr om ~,~ontshiwa ' a town and no steps 
were taken. Sir.HeFcules :'obinson was n London at t he tim~ an , probab y 
b an error of Judsment on his part) 

Another matter re erred to the Land Comrai ss_on was the rant i nG of free 
ho1:,d or individua l titles to roun .... occupied an m roved b~: some of Mont 
shiwa ' s e o~ e g Unf'ol, t t,ma te y, the ~ I h Cornm':'ssione in re ~ ·rin this 
"uestion to the Land Commi s sion re j udged t informin them that he was 
p&rsonall unfavouraThle to a llow n natives to hoI l and on individual 

tenure , r C. 4929 . 2)a pronot,mcement 70rth to have been e eemed from he 
minute s CVX~ENR.RR~ of The Transvaal Land Laws rela tin " to !'ia ti ves • 
A reeably to this.~ dtctu~, Admini s trator Shippard refuse. to rant or· 
recogni se an i ndlvidua l title to I an however much improved, ane. so unch
nage and r mitive has I an occupanc rema i ned i n .Je chua a l an during 76 
years of chan e, ro res s and evolution of the :0e chuana i n keepin with 
~ chang n · econom c conditions. 

The Land ComrIlission recommen ed that lI :;fa t ve Heserves II b ong tp 
natives, and be ist nct from Government or Crown l ands from which ricans 
can be emo~~ ~~~~~~o e nment~ and tl at e :l.nal_cna 
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hat the s e - called Native reserves vvere maJ.e inalienable is 0 course 
no ansvver or reason wh VI thin that b lock 0 te ri tory individual 
titles should not have beell made available or Africans esir n them 
::t is of en magihed tha t a tive .H.ese ves are an s set apart, or I 

~rants made and uaranteed in perpetu tyto tribes, or in other woerds 
permanent appropriation of lands for the use N~ an occupation of the 

nai ve opula t:'on, so that such grant shall be laced_.be -ond :tmt recall 
by Government or people. "In actua) fac , however, a a ti ve heserve as 
const tuted only meana that the ~XXRXxx~a~ Xx S~ate reserves land 
for b l acks, and undertakes, for he time being, not to make rants in 
the e l ited area, and not to a llow Europeans to purchase farms in itG 
-'e -all , the l and does not cease to be on to the Sta t e. It continues 
to be "overnment Ian unless and until, or except those parts of it in 
which, individual titles are acquored b rant or urchase from the 
S8ate o If this is ri -ht , hen it follows that the sectITity 0 tenure 

b::~b Africans in their reserves is chimerica , that it has a l ""ays been 
imaginar inasmuch as it has al ~uys been unde stood b m icatfuon that 
the overnment, thr (~l its parI arment, ot by proclamabion can isposses 
them of thei cserve, and resume t, ostensibl r for publ c purposes 
with the consent of both houses of ~arliarment, but in practice at the 
discretion of the Governor GeneI'al.E~ hich meana the Department or 
Minister in char e of" "Na ti ve affairs • 

, It is interesting to no~.e that : ir 'h~ophilus heps tone II Diploma tlc Agent 
.• " .... "', to the Na ti ve Tribe s " J 1: ather 0 the a t_ ve!> an of Na ti ve .t' olicy, while 

~(f'4J,i\:professing to favour/ to Africans et circumscribed it with such one ous .. _~~>~ . conditions as almost to ma ce it im, ossible, so hat it can he.Jlh:Iu:aB:ll~ 
~ MRE±Erlxxtx±Nx±~ confidently sai he virtuall denied t to them G 

'I'hat tenuous security has, in latter years been futher w~tered down, or 
even anulled by recent Acts of ParI arment, such as the atives nd Act 
(19 %), NatiueAdm nistrat on Act 1927), Natives Land and Trust Act 
~Jativesf Urban Areas Act (1923), Nat ive s ' Resettlement Act (1955) amont;, 
others, singl r collect vel • 
Now individual ownershi of landed propei' ty confers and tnspir s prlbde 
and ~ i8n t-. It is a motive force f industr , pro ress and responsibi
lit. It is an a ency of civi l isat 0 0 Denial of it has opposite effects J 

and problems e af~orestation and and conservation ar 'made more iff-
icult ~~ in tribal reserves b its denial. , 
ecognising the overwhelmin a vanta es of individual tenure, however, tl 

the Commission recommen ed that "thi s shoul dj{ be stea ily k pt in view 
by t~e Government, w th the istinct object of takin a vanta e 0 every 
favourin oP?ortunity- at the request of the people or from other envou
ra ino circumstances- to estab~ sh that system, so that at the earl. est 
practicaThlc eriod, the native custom shoul d be superseded b the better 
system of hoI ing under in ivi ua1 ri ·ht an se arate title-dee "o( C. 
4889: 12) . 

Final1 the Lan Commission recommen e !; 1B. the .Qh_ efs Mont sh wa and 
n~nkurwane should each receive a ~ ns ion of ~30 per annum from the n 
revenues of the country in consideration of revenue the ni ht have lost 
b the r countries becominG .t::r tis 4 rotectorates o In the case of .1ontsl J 

the aO.ded a r er that the took nto account the stablishment of a 
Euro ean townshi so close to his town, and t _e necessi t, of a .. rop:cia
ting some l and for the town COMnona e European, and l ast but not least 

"the unwave r ing loyalt and devotion of the Chief Montsh VIa for man ' eatt 
to he:Cr tish Crown ." ,----. -----:-;v 

SEPT: In the 1885 session of the Cape Parliarment, there was furher debate 
j." on Bechuana an 0 Annexat ion to the C-a e Colony was ur ed b aft few, but 

strenuously opposed b the ma jorityCas 1 ab~e to bring collision with 
the Transvaal Covernment, a l so because the Gape was not stron enough 
to~~ maintain peace and order there, and fina11 because the nhab:tant 
of bechuana l an themse1ues- the ch efs as we as ~he peo e - had 
several times unanimously expres ed their w sh to remain N.:rul riXE.w[ 

i r ectly un er the 1m er a Jov\:Jrmnent . 41r{~'-~- I'f J u . ..r J" r ~72) 
I .S nee t e /30th of March, a 1 Bechuana1and, from the horthern order of 

Gri ualand elm the south to the 22nd arall e Cll. of outh la ti tu e on t_ e 
~ n ~th was known as :Sechuanaland Protectorate /I Now when the mot ion for 

. annexat on was defeated, the :~i 11. Commi ssioner divided the l arge ex ans' 
of cOlmtry into rlorth and south b the nama t1abama cri butary of the 
Mo opo River • On the 30th of Septem er, the soyther ortion was pro -
c a imed br i t sh soil and cons ti tuted into a CrovlD olon as British 
.De chuanal and, wh Ie the northern ort on retained its ca tion as 
Dechuanal and rotectorate • . 

7 I' 
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1887: etwe n the years 18 7 and 1 94 there was fever i sh activi ty among 
the Euro eans - the; Dr tish and L1e. DutGh 0 outh Africa - to extend 
the~r nflue~e northw'ar beyond ec mana and Protec orate. T l.e erea t ' 
rivals at empi re bui l in , Rhod~s and Kruger were dreami nG dreams and 
seeing XKX~±±0R±Ki vi sions 0 exten i 8 t e_r respect i ve teeri tori es 
northwards and annexmnu African l ands* 

Kru er had every reason to 100k~northVTard . He had tried to et 
hoI of the l and of Montshi wa and Mankurwane whi ch the Transvaal , not 
without reason re ar ed as the i r ri htfu1 egacy b virtue of Hendrik 
Pot~ieter ' s con uesti of the usurp n' ~zi likazi . The Lou~on Convent i on 
had however defini te l y wrenched them from his Gras • ~H, 9win t o the 
ambiti on of Rhodes, those countries ha e n consti tuted into tle CroVl 
Co l ony of r t i s =echuanalan _ . A a n b Artilc l e 1V of the London 
Conventi on , the Transvaal was debar e from extend ng its front i ers 
ei ther to the east 1Swaz I an ) or to t e l'lest (Lechuanal and ) \'Ii thout 
=r it i sh XR& sancti on, ( and some eopl e sti ll ar ued th~t the Suzerai n 
t Vias abo l shed ). T e south was not mentione, ecause t:1a t was he 
nrange Free tate . The north was a l s o not menti oned . It was African he 
terri tor of .18. tebelelan , and theref ore le'i tima te torri t ory t o ra e . 
Y.ru er therefore turned hi s eyes northwards and in 1 87, entered int o 
a efens i ve and offensive a1 i ance w th Loben ul a, ki n of the Matebele 
The treaty was negot i ated by i et Grobl er , and when Rhodes heard about 
it from Ra l h ~ li l liams, the Dr t i sh IA. -' ent n Pretori a (B. Williams : 
~.rd.i.x Cecil Rhlbdes p . 117) _e was bre ul erturbe ecause he was h m
sel schemin t form just such alliance w t Lobengula, wi th the ul -

~timate ~ to annexation exact l y like Kru er a Rhodes immedi a t e l y ns 
I anned hi s 1;' ant t ol s - ~righ Connni ss oner ~obinson an Ass i sta. t 

Commi ssione~ idney Shi ppard to neautra se iet Grob'ler ' s treat an 
p omac;.l" Tl).e Rev John mi t h ., offat, son of the venera l ble m ssionar 

Dr 0 ertMoffat, truste frien of Lobensul a ' s fat er- Mz i 1 kaz i was 
se l eEte an a reed to 0 t he sor id ' ob of cajol r an dece i t , an 

J 

.. tt 11 ft ' ,. 
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he succeeade beyond hi s sanuine ho es i. et nu ~~n ula to put 
hi s mark (Febrlmry 18 ) on a pa er u~potin to e ~thin3 
a l etter, but which turned out to be somethi n' e1§e - a treat . of a t 
had no sooner succeeded i n t us i nvei lin Lobengul a t han he l eeful ~ 
rubbed hi s hands and excite 1y wi red to his master £he omi nous wor s -
"The ays of the Ma tebe1e re numbere II whic 'Bhow tJ;1~ e th an 
e1iberatenes s of the trea cf-~r::r . To hi m, Loben :ula°1tt~o &~pro riate1y 

h~be ad res s e the rebuke • % dmi n sterr/ri. t o the ~ev Charl es e l m, who 
l a ter advised an witnessed.tE.R ~ruUL. bengula ' -g concession to Rhode . 
an Ru ~ II Y u ca 1 ourse l f a man of Go, ut you are no better than 
a tra ler II an e might ha e adde !I l'rai tor " • .(, It ' , I t 
atters now move qu ckly an in Jul y 1 8 r oceed ng from Bul awa 0 to 
retor i a/was stop ed b Kh.ama t s e'nissar - Modlutshwane- as e traver 

se a siri of 1an cIa me a t the same t me btl Lo en~ula and lliama 
etween bashe an l O l outse ( c l outsie )r i vers T e ~ransvaal natura
l sus ected thatvth s was at the inst gation of Rhode an hi s 

henchmen h par an ~offat o The ras a fraca~ ~a~d Gr~b er w s shot 
n t· e l e an ied of sep~i s n the woun a f;.H:& Ff:f after • VIi th 

Grob1er ie tne Transvaal( tree. ty of Defensive and offensi ve a liance 
VI . Eiobenu l a, n illk t 1e ~ea t 1 of oth, the Joffa t.Jtrea ty wi th 
L nGu1a f l ouri she umo pose. t was .xlilE.:lU.i~xrl.t.lirnx· i n the se f -
same mont ('Jul 1 ) that C .D "Rudcl, a partner of ~ 0 es 0 taine an 
excl usi ve concession 0 al mini n , ri ,hts n r,~a tebe1e l and from Lobeng\; 

• uU a in eturn for a cons - eration of $L 1?ension of ':1 0 per mont:_, 
\ -if ./ I" , t r ifl es, an a commensurate sup 1 ~ ( 10, roun s ) of ammuni tic 

t. .)#,;t:1 an an armed steamer to pl 1$ the Zambes i - a very qUf?_stiona e trans -
act on \']h ch et n r..:'l.0 es for r1Uch a verse cr t cism both i:o. Sout 1. 
Afri ca and in En · l an (I II it. 1'1 U 1 C}f ('Lt-e#~"-(.t(, .... •• .-" /f 1"'<1, 

L1 rill 9 hodes made roposa l s to, the :""'r t s11 Government 
for the formation corn any to evelo bechuanal an rotectorate a1 
and Mate e eilie I an b ex~eh, nc t e rai l wa an telegra. systems no 
nort ward, encoura 'inG Bm±gKX immi GBat on and col on sati on, promot ng 
trade an commerce, eve opin an worki n mi nera concess ons i B the 
regi ons mme ate to the nOBth of ' the Crovm Co on7l f:Jr tish . e ch -
uane_lan 0 ~.'.,~ Ihe. "rr.j/ • . b!, ~ I/,it./·t I fit ' ; (· .. . ~H 

..2he ::1ev Jo '1ackehzie, Rho es ' re .oubtabl e a tagonist vIas at :th± 
t _ s time n Encl an " 'J tIl ro" ''let c nstinct an true mi ssionary 
zea l e oppo s ed Rhdes' schemes s ca cul ate to br n sufferj_n an 
in 'ust ce to ' the atebe e . He 'Was sun orte the. ori nes rotec:b 

on Soc et" The Lon on Chamber of ommerce , the Afri can (Parliarment 
ar ) Cornni tte , and b many i nf uentia l N.G 0 'an sat ons an eo I e 
inc udi n Jose h Cham erl a n " 
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1889: 

In sp .... to of all opposition, l-}owever, Itho os, the nL, of i amon s, the 
T1'lan 0 d e stil1Y an n orr ta I e ',\' 1 obta r~o 1 s Cgarter n c to er 1 89 
an t~xF.,.xtih~.ruU:k>.A:fn.irutN. his c11. L - the =-r i t sh :-:'outh Afr can om
pany 1)ecame 2 re~Lise eal. ~r tish fi ibus~l '1' n Ce~tra Afr ca " s 
no:, ::'u 1 ice l se an the .. ays f t'1.e ~a te~nd marau nb Ma tebele were 
nu. er0 • ~llv ::'F ct i s off ten convembilmt1.1 ve r 00' e . t lB. t 1711.a tever terr 
i t 1" I fl· vante bV s I n te aCC:{'l"e to t. e :"'1" t s~ ::::overn.ment , tho fO'undin£; 

f the =1" t sh South Africa'1. o111pRny 7'as 1" marily a commercial co!}cern 
~ n o~ ~-ellow ~o c, an a 'nc":1e ";;'r nuke coe sion an. c'1ic'lner: Q 

1890 c:lin.:; wa s for r.. 10"''<es to i n settl ers f 1" his Chartere ter-
try, an n Me y 9, some IP~ ~ un.; rnvn, f u ll of c e s i r t f a.ven-

ture ',erei .;athere at ~~['fe '{in0 •• '1e- i nc I e a ll tra es an--<. professtons 
utchers, ers, ankers, 1.1 1 ers, &octors , enGihne rs, farmors,la~y-

ers, tailors,. miner , J; 00 'nen fl.!} bad mono . fter marc: of tv"lenty ay 
t .ey 1" ache 1Il clo'J.t 1;:'8here t. ey were jo .ne y 0r tis:'}. '" llt'j Afric '{ 
':::ompany police, an , or all peopl i n the norl 2()0 a to of T ~ pY:la 

u 1" hi 1 r t er ~a,.itla i.1 ct s a nd 111alrer~1? t.z.l 
the 27th f June -" after tr.ro VI pro na r [1 t on 

t'l p10neer col' :1., a it i s a l , 1ith it s 90 co nl te ar 
e, u nment pu s e on un !' -s'"'e ~ui .. a . c an ve l , Maste! 
Fre . 1" ck :J o Selous an,-'l. 0:1. :h'-' 1 tel So te;rne Dr, :" poin t e:: i c I 

-;'T3.S t,.., e ,Sali s ' ur7 ~'t,,~ L·(l/ ?1-'l.~/L lh'l It >/t', . ..:. 
A out t i s t me .11 ovem er 9 ;:,11.. es 1" cellt l y ecome .Pr ime Hon t el" 

of t1J.e 'jp.""e 8010ny, 8.~l· at t'le a e e o~ ', i s pO "Ter and prestiGe p a vi s l 
o '':; ''1e Chie:" r."'ont shi'~!a at Mafiken , an .. t en t>F1SS0 - on};h the of i s 

n.reams. 
""-Tow, al th se movements n. cti vi t e'< 'fe'e 

t even t::e 1?fosaic :::::a tS"'lana pe o an their c ef 
'2eon hust l e,:l :::)'1 inilar move'Tlent? of '71.'.r n e .ns, a n J/on sh " .. 'a :"e eat d l J 

in, -1 '1. une o:1. c! 0 s quota t n of he ":'S"1 M., Moffat tl'}.a tAL 0 ay of 
t1J.e ~B e l o 'ere '1.um. er d'. The lila t be le, h e;1emi es 8 :'1"1 bjects f 

s u tt 1" te tption 0::' yester a~ (1832) were ton.ay (1 _9 -37 et~Ms ' 
~ like 11. mane'! ject s of i s s incere c mmi '3 :!:'a t 0''1" "'r 
~ In .July (18g he hole of ue c:manaland J: rotectora t e, from the ~010 0 

'" ~ ~ to t he 'lam es l 'a s place l.mder the urisciet O on of the Go ornoe r or 
" - v r:: .L) 

~ " • d . n S 1" r of t e rown -'0 ony of l:.r t sh e c:ulanaland, tMlQ;N. .n~e · 
~~ pend nG it s transfer to the Charters Comnany as eino _nc un.e within 

Let rr tori es ,ef ned )'7 the dw.rt er . 
~. 'lM,l """,1 .", #\' 4, ( ~ \ l1~icl ~ ~.. {~.. ~ 4 

~393: T'1er Iha be n an un s y ca n in Ma tebelelan nce<1.!.1g all'. yIta" _p~~he 
• .Pioneer \col1m1l1. I . e .urop ns, consc ou 0 their intl~us on/f.(Jad--; 0 
'l- me t a sUJ .... pri se a t 9. b~- tle l\lateo, le any ay , and the Matebe le, taken 
~ war by tl'}.e c~ ~ of t~e Buropea et tlemen t / roodinG, r e entfu1 

b n ...; he 1" time to Dl~ Y reak ven'-eance on the intruders. :"inally 
July 1~9 , what men '\Tho know human nature had.~c oniti ently pro hes1e2. 

. u1. a p en, c Y'1e to pass- a clns e t weon the a tebele an and the r 
,:t:ln\1el"'ome Guests - Vlc::"'r t sh oneers • Loben 'ua . W 0 ha been so f-.lat.t -

" ~~, , c<. and. caresse before, an . to whose court 0 many 
(\ " journey ha be n made to u..'11 1" crave h s I' al fa VOUl"> il S now calle a 

ro lem an a n nece s 1'" an expedient to solve and i u ate 
im. A suitab e pretext as t erefore fOl1n for attacl ne h m an mo .ne 
his 11'1 tebele . oben ,ula f s worst nE-at: fears vere n~om1£mc~ ,'SnGlan 

er :Jon cien ess sons had s 01 n a marc un n im artdl'ffw owee:-- him 
a s the c. lion . e s the fly .( i('/~ I l( '~(.n,- 5t,lt t') ~..... " 

LobenGul a had obvious l y not 1" a h ... NeVi e stament'- to t Lu e X vi; 
;XRXmrD1.Xru:l C inc t mB.ke war auainst a not J.er . nc, :1.e '1E~' not sat own 

, first and consulte . whether he be able th ten thou an to mee t the king , 
that cometh against m i t h hventy thousand. 

:Ie was hustled" haras ed, hal" ed. e comMitte his villaGes to tle 
", flames o H fled n rt ar'l s as G0 b loo - rst :;:}ritis freebooters, anck. 
~ . servile African Xfl~ auxiliaries, ~l fully arme th rif es ffPml 
, max ms, f el( pieces an,. te most mo ern letha ea ons :iJ. xsnruft:;;;:h "'larch-

~l f e from ,~shonalan t Bul uwayo, smashe u 5,00 ma t e e l e 1:1arrior8 an the 
~ han.:;ani n Imb em esi lR vel's, occupjed :Culawa, o on the 4t . of lliIZflmnBE. 
~Nov m 1" 893, an then pursue th m as men pursue a volf or SO!11e loat ome 

beast to estro it. 
Laben,;:;,,( 's rcofcI;,enc.e f r th .L.-ri t sh.L. .tb.e. -4l~ -h:nd ante.ged 

n' ~~ abs ~'teL~ ~~' ng. e ~~ llowed ~ n _ t e m~ , and Rho.es ' , ($7 "x~i. F..udd's l-lip a..F ' s amd -Moffat ' . tomac w.o.re. t a vh tetter 
~ pe.rhans· than mi t have b-ee-n KPut;er's an [oobler r s o t is certaL they 

I' . ~ es-t oh m I e t thoro'.<::;hly j and fj on the 23rd of Jan ary lQ94 
two short m nths after he was 1"0 bod of h_s country, LOben~ula1fdied l ike 

.h~ , /"' )< r' I~ .. It rt 'fit (l, l H 
I t 
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a hunted anima l a lmost alone in the ush s out~ of t 1e Zambesi, an tl1-E1 
very name of 1-9 country was c anee 0 Matebeleland""b came ;1hodesi~1~ery 
much like j{:a~ the viI aGe of "[amusa near ryburG I e c&me chVi eizer -
Benek when its chief r· os' eu m a een adulated E~ Eix~ 
an fawned by s hite volunteers cease to be roducti ve,KEM ecame 
a 'problem', a.n ' a conven en ly utout. TEF..Eaxh1EtD~i~.aj:x a~aUB:n 
WH~5xtEn~D~~~X~WNXt~xt~x*a~~Naixt~ b~x • 
The po~erful Matebele ad eaten u the Dechuana tribes.They ad then 
eat n u t he Mashona nat on, now they themselves ere eaten up by the 
more powerful fingl sh tr be. uch is the irony of fate. 

Ii MNXMxm~m,xl::t..VRx~mxRIltJrl;hx~ 
AxxllUltEXfishx.±iJZ x i .. 'ZNE . . J3lEa xt...'!qgx }J± "l'9:rnRJ3lXER:tx :the.xxmax:lx El1\lEJ3lrl 

~~ I s it the f ulfilme nt of the la~ thatA~~o live ~y the word wil 
tT'1""t"'"-.i...l.y. the. swol" ? VJ:' again is it pe r_aps :'8 tle IIvisitin . t e ini uit T 

of the fat lers u on the c il .ren 1J.nto the third and fourtheneration ?tl 

II)F-e t at leadeth into captivity shall 0 into captivit ; 
'1.. ~l.e tat k Ile t l1 v t t he vier shall b e kille wi th t he swor 0 fI 

I,oben ula' s preference for tl1.e trltish to the Boers had availe d him not - ' 
hing at all, ab s olu t e ly nothineo He was svallowed up all t he same" an 
'FLodes ' , Su IS, hip hard's and ,1offat's stoI!1achs were not a whit better 
perhaps than _. i eht ha ve e en KruCl'er' s an \iro ler' s" t is certain they 
digested him at ea.st as thorouGhly. Even as he had dicested others. 

r §on : How do fish live in the sea ? I 

- --U~ ather: Tfuy,. As men 0 on land -
The biL; ones ea t t1e small ones. 

) 
Now all these events and historical paralle s vere 1m wn to t _e bechua na 
tr bes and the r chiefs, and they all rea t1e siens of the times into 
them" 1d!Q: Khama., Sebe l e, .Lencwe ami athoen and Montsh iwa all knew that 
the sin for which Lobengula ha to make propitiation with his life and 

ood was his poss.ession of of a e ira Ie country and i ts poss~ssion 
f the curse of gold. To obtain that, no intri ue was -tooi ·nominious, 

no lie to) base and no m)l,Jder too foul to perpet r ate. 1 ieh t not the Bec -
uana ch efs conceivab i~1e next to be HaxaN ~ duped an then eaten u ? 

t '{as significant that n Hay 1 9 a 'l a greement etween t _e Dri tis 
Government a n the Chartee Company, ef ne t 1e territories falling under 
the 'uri~ ction of t he la~ter as ' those arts of outh A.frica bounded by 
:Lri ti s bec uana.land, the German J:'rotectora te, the Ri vers ~hobe and Zam
besi, the PortuGuese possessions an the South Afr ca Hepu lic , in short 
a ll a ll 'Jechua na and fro . t _e Molopo an its Fama tlabama tribu tary !1m 
t~e sou t , to the Zambesi on the northo 

There was .one man in Sou th Africa who was opposed to all this traffici~ 
i?;,Lv African territories and ~ho vas totally irrrrnune to Rhodes ' ma netism, and 

;>:r '" • tha t f as ir Henry Loch, who had succeede ir Hercule s Robinson in 1889 
~ as High Corrrrni ssioner" tie ~xpresse hj.m~lf y.Ji'1 no ambiguous terms as soon 

I;:a~{_ . , Q.~scovere th~r B~~~ trans e r"'-"6f';~Chuanaland to the Chartere 90 
t,..!.Lv~~~ {'Jut as-'; 'f .fate w[ s/ playin , 'into nho es .n s, not onl di oc ' s term 
• 0"" offtJ~ ..c1?m~ t .. ttn end by effluxion of ntime, but vha t s Ct till more 

Je''''. (1',_ re', R IUEXrlN. r 'iiercu l e s TIobinson, R 0 est pecial 'I x and putty- came 
June back to South Africa as or 0h Corrnnissioner aeain • This in the Ion run 
le95 prov to be a misfortune for South Africa and a tra ,e y fr;; ,JJ9odes h mse 
0) If, for i Iercules£, Robinson had not come back, there miL;ht , ve been aa-

~~ Jameson Raid and n~ ~oer War, and much of the D±Z±R~EHEX inter-rac al 
b tterness tJat characterises Sou th African I fe miL;ht never llave c me 
into exiitence • -=-'-'...;;...:::==----

Aug: I n August, the Cro n Colony of. : ritish DG cl1uanaland was annexed..to the 
ea e lony, and the 0hartere~rg~wg~~~a ~~ once (1 eman l ed to a e over thE: 

J." administratj.on of e chuanalan Jas aeftneC1 in the Charter- , and plainly 
promised by tle 3r lti sh Gover~mento Provisions were now made for the 

{Il l ' transf r f t1e «GMRXq Dotectorate, its Ian s, its tribes,&its chiefs 
like 0 m( uch bag age , to the Chartered Company. 

0.: The ne s was a ,arming to the ~hiefs an peopleQ To be bande over 
lock, stoc c and barrel to t h e Chartered Com. any which bad just luri ly 

is laye its temper by smashin up the powerful Matebele t~ be 0 
Loben ula and rutllle sly dispos n0 of '~hat monarch himself : 

"'a s it for this they had asked for British protection, to be old and 
hande over like to acco without be ne consulte as to their feel n .s ? 



Collection Number: A979 
  
Silas T MOLEMA and Solomon T PLAATJE Papers 
  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:- Johannesburg 
©2012  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: Copyright for all materials on the Historical Papers website is owned by 
The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg and is protected by South African 
copyright law. Material may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the University of 
the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained herein 
is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University 
of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the 
University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all liability for 
any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related information 
on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a collection owned by the University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg and deposited at Historical Papers at The University of the Witwatersrand. 

 


