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STATEMENT TC CuK RjJ .DI3H3. 
i - i » » i t i » i » t » i » 1111» » » t i

"The liegro Worker" is the ol'fioial organ of the Negro Bureau Of the 
Rea International of Labour Unions in Moscow.

The Negro Bureau was organised in 1920 for the following purposes!
1 . So dlreot and stimulate the activities of the revolutions!? tr$4§ 

Unioae in organising Negro workers into the trade union movement*
£, To promote the revolutionary trade union movement in Afrioa end 

West todies, where the majority of the Hegro toilers arc being ruthlesety 
exploited by various imperialist powers Great Britain, the Lotted 
States. France, Belgium, Portugal, etc.

3* So spread the principles of the revolutionsry trade unionism among 
the Negro agricultural workers, who formed the bulk of the blaok toiling 
fflSSsee to the various countries inhabited by Negroes,

4 , The Bureau also conducts a relentless struggle against white ohaw 
vittism (race prejudice), another forms of bourgeois ideology among the
white workers.  ̂ ^

5, The Bureau et the same time attempt to promote and develop 0 
tooeder spirit of internationalism among the Negro workers by oallin^Upen 
them to support the Soviet Union which fights for the freedom of the worfc* 
ittg class and all oppressed peoples, as well as the Chinese and Indien 
revolutions and all other liberation struggles of the colonial masses*

6, The Negro Bureau pays special attention in combatting Negro i*e* 
rermiam (suoh as the Garvey movement), and other forms of Negro bourglol® 
nationalism, whioh instead of conducting a militant struggle against the > 
imperialists who exploit the Negro tollers make compromises end betre? 
the Struggle at every decisive moment.

7, In order to aid in osrrying out the shove tasks we appeal to ell 
olSes-consoioue workers to write letters to^Ihe Negro Worker” describing 
the conditions under which Negro toilers live in various ooutttries* We

Jill always be glad to publish correspondence from white and bladk worUr*- 
eeling v.ith their conditions*

P. In order to popularise OUT program we appeal to oil militaiU 
newspapers in America, Africa and the vest indies se well as to the revo
lutionary press to reprint j. t id e s , speeohes and rtuelutions published 
10 *The Negro Worker" from time to time. On application to the below 
mentioned adores^., the Bureau will be pleased to supply odditional cOpi-eg 
Of "The I'.egro Worker'1 wni..h will bt. posted to ony part oi the world irce 
of oost.

Negro toilers I ’ :eke‘,The Negro Worker'' your fighting  organ in you# 

everyday struggles, and lor the f in a l  abolition of capitalism and the 
©mancipation .of the working olass ,

Negro workers! Fight sgainst imperialist wars in whioh you are une4 
by the capitalist class as cannon fodder in order to promote their 
interests of robbery and exploitation

Negro workers I Defend the Soviet Union — •  your fstherland, the 
fatherland of all workere and oppressed people*

Address all letters, articles and other forms of correspondence to

Negro Bureau 
profintern 

Mosoow,
U .S  .3  iH.

.  o*0* o* 0* 0- 0“ O” 0* 0* 0* 0* 0“ 0** 0**0*



Tr. THE 7  COT-GRESS OF THE RILU ATJD THE BLACK
COLOFIAL MASSES.
n  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  m  t (By William '.nlsar.) .

The Vth Congress of the Red International of Labour Unions met ut a 
r ;:aent of tremendous international importance. The grest economic c i is is
o the c a p i t a l i s t  world reflected itself  in a series of extremely disas
t r o u s  panics on the stock exchanges in the great financial centers, in 
numerous bancruptcies of "r e l ia ble "  business houses, in the complete 
closing down of many industrial plenty and the operation of others on a 
part time basis,  the ruination of tens of thousands of "comfortably f ix e d ” 

middle class people, mass unemployment, reduced wages, the lengthening of 
the working day and general worsening of the living  conditions of the 
working class .  The industrial crisis  is enormously aggravated by the great 
agrarian crisis with it tremendous drop in the prices of agricultural 
products which resulted in terribly increasing the misery of the colonial 
peoples. The relations between the ruling class a'noL the exploited anu op
pressed masses was changing. Nowhere was this more clearly to be seer then 
in the colonial world- where .the millions of colored toilers of many ra
ces and nations existed under conditions of extreme poverty and unhuman 
exploitation. Here the fu l l  weight of the crisis was f e l t .  Here the offen
sive of the strickened bourgeoisie was most intense and the defensive 
power of the exploited masses weakest, but here too, the revolutionary tern* 

.par. of the masses flamed high.
The revolutionary upsurge of these oppressed masses had reached in 

many places the stage of armed conflicts in Chino; it was expressing itsell 
in numerous economic and political  struggles in India ,  and in a series of 

spontaneous revolutionary outburst in Africa .
The ruling class was confronted with conditions which mpde it an 

absolute impossibility to go on ruling in the same old manner as before.
The mask- of democracy with which it had cloaked its ssvage dictatorship 
had to be thrown aside .  The "white man’ s burden” was shown to be the blot
ted money-bags f i l led  with the loot stolen from the native nast.es. Bo:t .  
and spurred he sat upon the backs of the miserably degraded colonials r.o 
afforts to free themselves from the ever-increasing burden^of taxation 
and slavery were now and then drowned in b^ood, under the direct 'ui-^nce 
or fu l l  support of the leaders of the "Labour'1 and "So cialist "  poitie£.

This in brief  was the picture of the world situation which f i l le d  
the eyes of the 571 representatives of the 17 million of fighters who --Vt 
enlisted under the revolutionary banners of the RILU. This was the pic
ture which for the first  time was presented, without any attempt at 
veiling  its horrors, of lynching, pass lawa, poll tax, head tax, forced 
Labor and slavery to an international delegation of Negro workers1 repre
sentatives and the black representatives of the toiling  masses of Africa .  
The representation of the Negro masses was international,  - from Africa,-, 
from the United States, from the Carribes and .from bouth America, it ,had 

been elected by the to il ing  masses themselves^
There was only one place 4n the world where such a picture could have 

been shown; 8 country free from the terrors of the capitalist  economic snd 
agrarian cr is is ,  free from the dangers 'of  polit ical  strikes ,  of mob vio~ 

lenoe and white terror, a .country where hundreds of once oppressed na
t ionalities  now stand together in a free federated union of Soviet R®= 
publics;  a country where the working class is master of all  thst it pro
duces and all  that it surveys, a liberated working class linked in an 
indisoluble alliance with the poor and middle peasants; a country free 

from all  save the threat of war by the imperialist powers.
One of the '-important questions disoussed at the Congress was the link 

ing up of the proletarian struggle in the metropolitan centers with  the 

struggles against imperialism in the colonies.  The weakness of the pro 
letariat  in the ranks of colonial and semi-colonial oountries ±-was ex
haustively analysed; the methods to be employed to secure proletarian 
hegemony " i n  the colonial movement and to utilise  this as a uiVifJing cor.oc 
tact between them and the fighters for the proletarian revolution and



dictatorship in capitalist  countries was outlined,,
For the f irst  time the representatives of the exploited millions of 

Black Africa saw their revolutionary liberation struggles posed in correct 
relation with the proletarian revolutionary struggles in capitalist  coun
tries,  Certainly the liberation struggles of the Negro peoples had always 
been an inseparable part of the world revolutionary movement against im
perialism but the isolation of the African peoples, their unfortunate lack 
of direct contact with the European revolutionary movement or with the 
revolutionary struggles of the Chinese and Indian peoples had deprived 
them of the benefits of the knowledge of the experiences gained in these 

struggles.
For the f irst  time the representatives of the proletarian masses of 

the "mother" countries carae face to face with those who could describe 
in detail the concrete struggles of the African colonials against imperial
ism. The struggles of these peoples lost much of its "abstractness" ,  the 
underestimation of the importance of the struggles of the Negro peoples to 
the world revolutionary struggles was dealt a smashing blow. The imperial
ist utilisation  of the exploitation of the black peoples to undermine the 
standard of living of the "home" workers and consequently to intensify  the 
degree of their exploitation and oppression was clearly drawn. The use of 
these natives peoples for purposes of imperialist wars was unfolded.

For the f irst  time representatives, of the masses of black Africa ^saw 
a world advancing toward socialism; saw a freed working class, an emancipat
ed peasantry linked together in a common struggle to construct a new world 
on the ruins of the world of capitalist  exploitation and oppression which 
had been theirs before . This could not f a i l  to have |teat effeot upon 
them a ll .  Nor was it unexpected \yhen these African delegates one after 
another pledged the support of those whom they represented to the toilers 
01 the Soviet Union; pledged their  support for unity of struggle with the 
enslaved wage workers of the metropolitan areas, pledged their support bf 
t-he struggle against the coming armed attack upon the Soviet Republics.

A concrete and tangible program was formulated. The revolutionary 
trade union movement pledged i t s e l f  to support the struggle for the eman
cipation of the colonies in a real and serious manner. The establishing 
of closer contacts between the workers of the imperialist countries and 
those of the colonies was a leading plank in the program.

The entire world revolutionary* movement must hold each and ever”  
section of th'it movement to the letter of that plec -e. l’he workers of the 
black colonies s t i l l  to 3 la rge extent regard the workers of the imperial
ist  countries as part-and pjrcel of the machinery of exploitation. These 
white workers have many a time participated in the lynching mabs, in the 
attacks perpetrated upon the black and colonial peoples, therefore the 
fears of these toilers are not unnatural. To overcome tnis mistrust, the 
unity of all  the exploited 9rd the oppressed must be strengthened for this 
unity alone can bring the victory over the exploiters and oppressors.

Long live the revolutionary solidarity of workers of the capitalist  
countries and of the colonies?

oooooooooo

REPORT OK THE '.YORK OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION COMMITTEE 
OF NEGRO WORKERS OF THE R . I . L . U .
t t ? j"» ? ? v » » t t » » t ? f t f 1 t ? y » » 1 t t 1 1 t

Reporter - Comrade James W .Ford . »

Comrades;
-iln'-.AmerioaAttertuBually refer tD the Negro work, women work, and 

youth work as the holy tr in ity ,  1 am now bringing before you the fipal  link 
in the holy trinity .

For the first  time Negro work is being brought seri^ously to the at
tention Df the international congress of the RILU-, the importance of "the



Negro problem to the revolutionary trade union movement has been pointed 
out, comrades, from time to time on a number of resolutions of the Red 
International of labour Unions and the Executive Bureau of the R IIU , We 
hzve seen since the war a growing number of Kegro toilers and workers that 
have been drawn into the various industries in the various parts of the 
world that supply for us the basis for organise the Kegro toilers to part
icipate in the revolutionary movement,,

We have, comrades, in America „ for example, since the war seen the 
bringing in of over two millions of Negro workers into the main industries 
of the United States.  These toilers have been brought from the agrarian 
and the agricultural regions of the United States into industry as a fund
amental part of the proletariat of the United Stateso The Kegro toilers of 
the US in addition to class exploitation have the special problem of racial 
oppression,, This exploitation manifests i tself  in the degree of rational
isation,  the speeding up of the workers and general exploitation of the 
workers in America by the American capitalists .

Therefore, the Kegro workers in America are .in a position to play a 
very important role in the revolutionary struggle of America, but not only 
in the industrial sections. The Kegro workers at the present moment show 
themselves as a factor in the agrarian movement0 The present agrarian 
crisis in the United States along with the industrial crisis  is  a fundamen
tal characteristics of the American crisis  and is particularly affecting 
the Kegro toilers in America, as a matter of fact the majority of the Negro 
toilers are in the agrarian and agricultural regions of the South0 This 
tremendous crisis  brought about by trie mecharisation of the farms and the 
cotton has thrown millions of Negro toilers off the farms and chased them, 
into the cities  where they aggravate and make worse the general crisis  of 
capitalism in America.

1 the industrial centres of America, in addition to the tremendous 
exploitation through rationalisation ,  the Kegro toilers who are a large j 
part of the unemployed army in America, numbering some 5 0 0 s000 workers 
and with their families and other dependents numbering upwards of e million 
so that specifically ,  comrades, we can say the significance of the Kegro 
toilers in Ameiica, in the present industrial and world crisis  of capital
isms, is  very great„

But not onlt in America in the colonial territories  and in the colo
nial world the Kegro toilers too are being drawn, into the present crisis ,  
of capitalism, and this crisis is throwing them into more militant struggle.

In SoAfrics, where the majority, the great majority of the working 
population is the native toilers,  rationalisation ,  the industrial c r is is ,  
and the intense agrarian crisis  has .thrown them into the struggle and 
the; are a big factor against the' bourgeoisie in S .  A frica .  The agraiian 
crisis  has thrown millions of these workers into the c it ie s .  The task of 
the organisation of the I.egro toilers in South Africa is a big factor  in 
the present revolutionary struggle of the world proletariat .

Then in other sections of the vorld, in West Africa where we have co
lonies of British imperialism , Gambia,' K ig e r ia , the Gold Coast, Liberia ,  
the cr isis  has manifested itself  in the over production of s nomber of the 
special products of this area, agricultural products, cocoa, rubber, a t 
number of other products especially produced in this area. The crisis  here 
also has made itself  felt  especially on the Ke ro toilers and natives of 
this section.

Ir. the West Indies ,  here we have a similar example, where th,e crisis  
manifested itself  by the throwing of more and more of the rative and r:ost 
terribly exploited Haitian ■’O 'kers ,  Cuban workers, (where there are a gr eat 
number; of Negroes),  Jamaican workers, Trinilud .orkers, etc, out of work . 

There the workers, especially the native workers are terribly exploited 
by the imperialists of England/-France and America: There are many other 
seetiors of the world to where the Negro toilers are being drown into 

struggleo
Comrades, this position of the Ategro toilers  throughout the world 

has made them a very powerful force in the revolutionary movement. • -



The fact that their exploitation has made then more militant in the pre- • 
sent period of the crisis  has been demonstrated by a number of revolts, a 
number of uprisings, a number of expressions of restlessens of the Negro 

toilers against imperialism.
We ha-ve seen, for example, in Equatorial Africa in 192P for the first  

time-a significant uprising of the native ttiiers  in this part, against 
the brutal oppression of French imperialism. This uprising had many charac
teristics of a organised and a more or leas well*organised effort on the 
part of native workers against French imperialism. . \ ,

In South Africa we have h8d during the last period a number of mani
festations of the struggles of the workers through strikes in fihodesia, 
strikes of natives and whites tn J ohannesburg and in a. number of points-; in 
South Africa .  We have seen the militancy of the Negro toilers  expressing 
itself  in the West Coast of Africa .  We liave seen recently the great up
rising  of the^native workers in which native women have taken the leading 
part against exploitation through taxation of the natives.  In this upris
ing more than 500 native workers, the majority of them women, we re shot 
down by the forces of British  imperialism,' direoted by the so-called "Labor 
Government'1. In other parts of Africa 'we have had similar expressions at title 
revolt of the Negro ^oilers in Gambia,. Sierra-Leone. In the United States 
of America, where the crisis  has made the bourgeoisie exert greater force 
and oppression on '-the i'egro workers, expressing itself  in the increased 
lynching of Negroes, by thas enforcement of laws (on the s t a t u t e s  for over 
f i f t y  yesrs) ,  charging N egro and white organiser^ with the death penalty 
for the organisation of Negroes and whites in the same organisation. Des
pite this the Negroes are beginning to show restlessness and beginning to 
excite the bourgeoisie'and to intensify the present cr is is .

All of this shows"' t-he- present significance Df  the Negro toilers in the(> 
different parts o f  "the world’ in the international revolutionary movement.
The work of the International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers organ
ised by the Executive Bureau of the Red International of Sabor Unions ha3 , 
been determined, comrades, by in the f irst  place, the polit ical  .1 ine laid  
down^by the 4th Congress of the RI1U on Negro work. It  has been determined 
by the conditions which I have ^ust described, subjectively and objectively 
manifesting i t s e l f  in the movements of the Negro workers, and by the ■ 
afj fc ..Theie^nditions of the **egro toilers have also been determined by this 
general situation described to yau by comrade losovsky. (

Work among the Negro toilers up to the IV  Congress‘and even up to the 
resent time has not been carried out suffic iently  by the sections of the 

RIXU. It was for this reason that the Executive Bureau ol the RILU, after 
the IV Congress of the Red International set up an International T r a d e  

Union Committee of Negro Workers. L ittle  work hajd been done before the 
IV  Congress, other things had hindered the development of the trade union 
movement and the revolutionary movement among the "egro toilers .  Amongfit 
these hindrances and amongst these things was f i r s t  the illusion  that had 
existed among a number of sections of the Red International of Labour v 
Union, and particularly Chovinism that existed in^the workingclass as a 
whole, and the gB*ral underestimation of the Negro work. A general lo;xity 
in Negro work had been determined in this period because of these 'm anifest 
ations of Chauvinism that had existed in the white working class for over 

a century.
.During the period which is covered by this report snd which has been 

characterised by the growing militancy of the Negro toilers ,  the main work 
of our Committee has been concretely, the following political  and organ
isational ' tasks : - First the work of our Committee Ijas been to carry on a 
struggle against this Chauvinism that expressed itself  in the Various mo
vements and among the working class .  f or example in the United States of 
America, where the Chauvinism that had existed up to this time was of the 

gravest kind, it had absolutely hindered sll  work among the I-egro toilers  
in the United States on the part of the revolutionary trade union movement.

This is the f ir st  point.
The second point was the task of awakening th&class consciousness of 

the Negro masses. The class consciousness of the Negro masses had been



hindered in the f irst  place because of the Chauvinism of the white working 
class and because of intense racial  and nationalist tendencies cmong the 
legro population-.

The third point, the question of the stimulation of the organisation 

Of the Fegro toilers was another problem that our Committee has been 
attacking.

Fourth, the question of the organisation of an international conferen® 
of Ferro toilers.  These, comrades, have been the main points upon which th* 
work of the international committee has been carried on. .

In the accomplishment of these tasks we have not only attacked that 
Chauvinism, but we have tried to actually assist by concrete measures, the 
fight of tne struggling against Chauvinism and the assisting of the Negro 

toiler^.
The Executive Bureau of the 1'rofintern has from time to time discussed 

the problems of Chauvinism, has passed a number of important resolutions on 
this question and has also taken a number of organisational steps to rid the 
various sections from these hindrances to the movement of the ^egro toilers.

Another center of activity where the Fegro trade union movement has. 
a ffiliated  to the RILU is in 'Sout&i Africa .

In South Africa during the last  period we have given very special as
sistance, organise lao.nall./ . a.nd. given, special direction as to how to organ
ise the active, workers. In .South Africa ,  how to bring them into the organ
isational plans for building a revolutionary movement and building revolu

tionary trade unions in South Africa .
In addition to tfais, a l s o , our Committee has sent representatives to 

the various, sections a ffil iated  to the Red International of Labour Unions. . 
,i - nave., fox £Xjam±.l.e,. during the la s t  y e ar*  sent represents to the French 
c. ution of, the. RILU., .to the German opposition in Germany, to the Belgian 
s ction and made special efforts in France and 3lso in the United- States, 
representatives to stimulate and to carry forward these organisations of ' .
I e ;ro ». ork. -

During last August at the Conference in Vladivostock contacts were 
m&d l with. Kegro. seamen for the purpose of stimulating the work- among the 

seamen into. orga, Nation.-
Hi, to the 4th point comrades, in the work of our Committee. That is ,  

the organisation of ar, International conference of Fegro workers. This 
question was f irst  raised by the representative of the Fegro committee at 
the Second World Congress of the League Against Imperialism held at Frank
furt,  Germany, last year. Also at the Executive Committee session of the 
Lea.- ue A~ain.su Imperialism the question was raised about the Fegro toilers, 
a'ooui. the organisation of an international conference.

, f in a l ly ,  this conference was held in Hamburg, Germany, in % uly of 
thi^ year.

Fow comrades, coming buck to some of the joints  I have touched upon I 
want to point out that the position that the RILU the Executive Bureau of 
the RILU, on the Fegro question h3S been correct. For example the struggle 
against Chauvinism, what do the facts show in this case.

What have we experienced by the line  laid  down by the RILU with re

gards to the organisation of 1'egro toilers .  Let us take the United States. 
Again for example take the work in the Southern part of the United States, 
we havt the most intense form of racial  prejudices,  we have made efforts 
against Chauvinism, against race prejudices amongst the workers, the line 
h.;s been correct for the organisation of black and white workers into the 

: ame revolutionary trade union organisation.
In Gastonia, the great strike at Castoria, what after all was the cent

ral idcj trie central point in Gastonia? The central point in Gastonia was 
the i'egro question, the central point in Gastonia which frithtened the 

bourgeoisie v.\,s the fact that the Red Trade unions under- the instructions 
of the Executive Bureau of the RILU had correctly advocated the joint 

unity of black and white workers in this struggle in the South.
The issue t erefore was a correct issue,  a correct revolutionary po~ 

lie;, Some of cur1 i ados resi sted this idea, but the results show that tire 

l ine  ’was correct, because ev.eji in the South, • the backward, white workers ;.r\



re-acted favourably to the line  that we laid  down, for black and white 
workers were accepted upon the same basis,, that they liust, unify as one 
class against the exploiters, in the Southern part of the United States, 
to the extent of white organisers and white workers in the South defending 
Kegro organisers against lynch mobs of the bosses. This shows that cur 
line was correct,That the central issue was the OEgBQiiationaotf the Negro 

workers into-thepred unions of the RILUo-- - - ; v.ions 01 the RILL'.
The political  significance of the Kegro toilers in the South has been 

thus raisea to a vary high level ;  a big political task for organising the 
working class in America for the struggle against American capitalism. Also 
in the South, through great effort we have been able to get Kegro workers 
as organisers to come into the South to organise black and white workers, as 
well as having white organisers in the South for the organisation of the 
Negro- and white workers. For you comrades, who do not understand the peculi
ar significance of this in America, this was one of the greatest tasks that 
the revolutionary trade unions have faced in America during the present 

p-riod. .
As to South Africa ,  what are the f3CC4? Here also we have had to deal 

with the question of chauvinism and outline the correct policy; that the 
majority of the workers are the native workers. These workers, therefore, 
must be"the center of g r a v i t y  and the basis of our organisations, particu
larly in the mines and in the agricultural sections of South Africa .  .ie, 
in the Executive Bureau have consistently agitated and instructed our com
rades to penetrate the great mass of the native workers and we have hid 
an increased partic ipa tiorri of the native workers in to the 'movement in South 
Africa and have had new cadr«s of native workers dr^wn into the movement. 
However, we have a ^reat deal of work to dp in this connection s t i l l ,  iilso 
in connection with this general line  we have had the a f f i l iat io n  of the 
Native Federation o 1 Unions in South Africa to the RILU in February . 1929. 
And also ,  to show the correct line has been carried out we can take the 
simple example that even in South Africa a number of native tribes that had 
no trade union basis for organisation had heard of our program and made 
direct application for a f f i l ia t io n  to the RILU. In South Africa ,  too, the 
question of the struggle for a native Republic has been a main task.

What are the results generally with regard to the line  of the RILU in 
Kegro Work? We find  in every section Where our comreades have made the least 
effort at more activity of even amongst the white workers has been carried 
on, and has manifested itself  in the*asastence on cooperation with the or- 
gabisation of the Kegro workers. All  of this shows that the l ine  of the 
Executive Bureau has been correct and must be followed out and that here- 
toffcre our comrades have not entered suffv-"ciently into before, anc oven 

now, to the line  of the Executive Bureau. .
As to fither point, the response of the Kegro. toilers  to our efforts i ? ’> 

raise their class consciousness and to organise and develop their movement.. 
In the United States of America, since the 4th Congress, Kegro toilers are 
showing a . determination and willingness to join the Red Unions and are being 

more and more influenced by the Red Unions.
More and more l*egro worker have ,  understood the line of the RILL1, and 

have heard for the f irst  time the policies of the RILU. Many of the Kegijo 
workers have broken away from Garveyism, the Kegro reformism, and come to 

the red unions as a result of our correct policy .
We have already referredto the tribes in South Africa,  native t u b e s ,  

tribes that are very backward, that have come under the influence .of our 
correct l in e .  In South Africa the natives also have been struggling^ against 
the Keero trade union reformism, which has expressed in the leadership of 
Kadalie ,  who has a ffil iated  the organisation of the Kative workers' to the

Amsterdam International.
But what is important these organisations have lost their influence 

and decreased in numbers as the organisations a ff i l iated  to the RILU hav£

increased in numbers.
The participation of the Kegro toilers in the leading cadres of tne 

work h a s  been most helpful in stimulating the class consciousness of the 
‘£te?*ro toilers increasing their activities  in the trade 'union movement, the



revolutionary trade union movement. The agitation that the Iegro comrrittee 
of the Executive Bureau has carried or a ga inst ' special exploitation against 
the Negro workers, for example, the Vestris disaster in which we sent out 
an appeal to the Negro toilers has particularly attracted the attention 
of large numbers of Negro seamen in the various parts of the world.

As to the owakenir : of the class consciousness of the Negro toilers,  
let us take fox example^ the great Haitian demonstration on the part of 
the American workers in 1929 ,  December, against the massacre of the Haiti 
ans b- the united States marines. V/hat, comrades, was the effect from an 
international point, of view of stimulating the Kegro toilers to class cons - 
cbusness? The fact that a large section of the white working class in Ame
rica had demonstrated in solidarity with the Haitian workers against the 
United States imperialism. It  was for the f irst  time that the workers saw 
a revolutionary movement in America supporting their struggle. Not only 
in Ha it i ,  but in Jamaica, in Trinadad, in a namber of Carribeon colonies, 

this simple demonstration on the part of the working class of America con
siderably influenced the class consciousness of the Haitian woikers, of 
the Legro workers as to the solidarity  of the revolutionary movement with 

regards to their struggle.
let  us take some of the results in South Africa and in the United 

States. I have already said triat the Non-European federation of trade unions 

has developed considerably as a result of the renewed activity of the re
volutionary elements in South Africa to carry out the l ine  of the Executive 
Bureau. Organisations in other sections of South Africa have been stimulat
ed by this activity.

In the United States, the red trade unions and every union and every 
league of- the TUTJL have for the f irst  time we find a larger and larger 
number of Negro workers, participating in the activities  of the Bed trade 
u-ions. In a number of unions we have a large number of Negro toilers -s 

ae; bers of these unions.
In France we have had some results from our agitation there on the 

part of ore kegro comrade Koyate who has made special efforts to orgarise 
some of the Negro workers residing in France.

\s to another point,  ard that is the question of the organisation of 
the International Conference of Ne.-ro • '.Yorkers. Here I must give some 
facts about the shortcomings , about the achievements and results .  When we 
consider the political  significance of the Negro toilers at the present 
per iod of capitalism, we can readily understand "the great polit ical  s igni
ficance of this International Conference held at Hamburg in July .  In the 
preparation a great i deal of agitation was carried on throughout the- vari
ous sections where the Negroes are. This has aroused the Negro toilers in 
the various parts of the world to the necessity of organising the trade 
union movements in their countries. It not only aroused the "egro toilers, 
but aroused the wrath and anger of the bourgeoisie against our efforts to 
organise the Kegro toilers .  However, there were some very serious short
comings in the organisation of this conference, in the preparations that 
have been made for it and in the help and assistance renderec by the sect- 
tions a f f i l iated  to the Red trade union center.

In the f irst  place , we must point out that we in the center made 

many mistakes and had many shortcomings of a polit ical  as well as a tech
nical character. With very l i t t le  experience in organising conferences, it 
was quite natural that we would have many serious shortcomings as to how 
to draw larger and larger masses of ^egro toilers  in the preparations for 
this conference. We in the center did not suffic iently  push the sections 
of the Red trade unions to help us in this movement. But the most serious 
s^D5 tcomings in our conference and in the preparations was the shortcoming 
oi' the Rec sections. For exampi , the Minority Movement in England rendered 
practically  no assistance in the organisation of this conference despite 

the fact that we had planned to hold the conference in the center of British  
imperialism i t s e l f ,  London. The Minority Movement rendered very l i t t l e  
assistance,  comrades in trying to assist  them in getting delegates from 
among the seamen from the colonies of the British  Empire, The same thing 

may be said of the French a f f i l iated  Red unions who did nothing with



regards to bringing Negro workers* from the French colonies to our conference 
Also in Belgium section.  In the United States we were not sufficiently  
broad in our campaign for orgsnisation of the conference and bringing the 
wide masses of Kegro toilers in the participation for the election of 
delegates to the hegro Conference.

As a result of these shortcomings, comrades, this poor representation, 
poor participation and poor preparation showed itself  in the compositipi) 
of our Congress. Our Congress was arranged originally to be'coinposed of 
25 delegates from various sections of the ^egro world. We had only 17 ,  we 
had 7 delegates from-the Vn i ^ ed States, all  workers from the factories ,  we 
has 2 delegates from the Gold Coast, one from Gambia, one from Nigeris ,  a 
white delegate from S .A fr ic a ,  representing the native trade union, a de
legate from Jamaica and other« Other delegates were supposed to come to 
our conference did not arrive,  because of d i f f ic u l t ie s .  Some of these 
oomrades have only arrived to our conference in the last few day3 here .it 
Moscow„

At this conference we took up, the main political  task that the Negro 
toilers face at the present time* The task in the eoonomic struggles of 
the Negro workers, the task of struggling against Social Fascism,' the 
fascism of the Amsterdam International ana the American Federation of 
Labour, holding the workers back, aotually participating in the execution 
of the Negro tollers ss it expresses itself  in a number of the colonies, ' 
where. Belgian Socialists ,  English socialists ,  French soolali,sts were. We 
ha.ve outlined there a complete programme of struggle against I^egro trade 
Union reformism, we have outlined a detailed programme for the trade uni
on orgapisation of tne ^egro toilers in their struggle for shorter hours 
of work, in. the .struggle against speed-up system of the rationalisation 
system, this especially exploits the Negro toilers ,  also the most import
ant question of forced labor amongst the Negro toilers was taken up.

This is perhaps one of the biggest political  tasks that we have be
fore us in the organisation of the ^egro toilers ,  this forced labor 16 
seen, in South A frica ,  West A frica ,  «JamaicaB Haiti  and all Q*f the colonies, r 
8nd even to a certain extent in some parts of the United States.

Another V 6 r y  important political  question was the question of the 
struggles of the Negro toilers against the war which is in preparation.
Our conference pointed out the particular significance of the ^egro to i l 
ers in the last war, how. the imperialists drew them into the war to be used 
as cannon fodder and even how at the present time they are preparing great 
armies of Negro toilers to be used in the next war against the revolutionary 
trade union movement and also against the Soviet union.

These political  tasks were taken up in quite some d eta i l .  These poli 
tical tasks were outlined to the Negro tollers at this Conference. These 
are the basis for the preparation of a future conference of the Negro , 
toilers ,  and w ill  be the basis for continued efforts to organise the Negro 
workers in the different  sections of the world in the coming period.

Comrades, I have spoken of the shortcomings with regards to the pre
paration of our Conference in Hamburg* It  is necessary now to deal with 
some shortcomings with regard to work among Negroes* We have already tfeen 
that repeatedly the, Executive Bureau of the RILU has continuted to instruct 
the Red sections to give more attention to the organisation of the Negro 
toilerso But what has been th§ attitude of all  of our sections? In some 
oases the attitude amongst the reformist and right elements has been the 
same attitude as the social^refoim ists* but of course there were Jticked out 
of the movement that is ,  an attitude of indifference to the organisation 
of Negro toilers,  »n attitude of chauvinism to the Negio toilers, of opport
unism in the organisation of the Negroes. The ^egroes have had experiences 
with the white working class ,  as with the boss class -—  oppression, sj»ave- 
dtlvers,  at least .with the reformist section.  This section is tne right  

hand of the bosses in the exploitation of the Negro . Therefore, the **egro 

toilers have the right to be suspicious of tine organisation of the white . , 
Jerking class ,  even suspicion of -the revolutionary trade union orgenleatior, 
and,comrades, we must say fr an k ly 9 we must approach this question frenkly,  
and say that even among the Red trade union sections of the RILU, ffinon' the



revolutionary trade union movement. The agitation that the Legro comrittee 
of the Executive Bureau has carried on against "special exploitation against 
the Ferro workers, for example, the Vestris. disaster in which we sent out 
an ap^e-2 l to the Kegro toilers has particularly attracted the attention 
of large numbers of Terro seamen in the various ^arts of the vjorld.

vs to the awakening of the class consciousness of the Kegro toilers,  
let us take for example^ the great Haitian demonstration on the part of 
the American workers in 19<29, December, against the massacre of the H a it i 
ans b- the united States marines. What, comrades, was the effect from an 
international point of view of stimulating the Kegro toilers to class cons ■ 
ctoueness? The fact th-at a large section of the white working class in Ame
rica had demonstrated in solidarity with the Haitian workers against the 

United States imperialism. It  was for the first  time that the workers saw 
a revolutionary movement in America supporting their struggle, lot only 
in Ha it i ,  but in Jamaica, in Trinadad, in a number of Carribean colonies, 
this simple demonstration on the part of the working class of America con
siderably influenced the class consciousness of the Haitian workers, of 
the l<egro workers as to the solidarity of the revolutionary movement with 

regards to their- struggle.
Let us take some of the results in South Africa and in the United 

f, to tec. I have a l r e a d y  said t'nat the lTon-European federation of trade unione 
has developed considerably as a result of the renewed activity of the re
volutionary elements in South Africa to carry out the l ine  of the Executive 
Bureau. Organisations in other sections of South Africa have been stimulate 

ed by this activity.
In the United States, the reel trade unions and every union and every 

League of the TUTJL have for the f irst  time we find s larger and larger 
number of TTegro workers, participating in the activities  of the Red trade 
Uf ions. In a number of unions we have a large number oi Fegro toilers as 

me; bers of these unions.
In Prance we have had some results from our agitation there or the, 

part of ore liegro comrade Koyate who has made special efforts to organise 

some of the I e.-ro workers residing in France.
\s to another point ,  and that is the question of t\e organisation of 

the International Conference of TTe-rc • ‘.Yorkers. Here I must give some 
facts about the shortcomings , about the achievements and results .  When we 
consider the political  significance of the Kegro toilers at the present 
period of capitalism, we” can readily understand the great poll tic-1 s igni
ficance of this International Conference held at Hamburg in July .  In the 
preparation a g reat i deal of agitation was carried on throughout the- vari
ous sections where the Negroes are. This has aroused the kegro toilers in 
the various parts of the“world to the necessity of organising the trade 
union movements in their countries. It not only aroused the “ egro toilers, 
but groused the wrath and .anger of the bourgeoisie against Our efforts to 
organise the Negro toilers ,  'However, there were some very serious short
comings in the organisation of this conference, in the preparations that 
have been made for it and in the help and assistance renderec by the sect- 

tions a f f i l iated  to the Red trade union center.
In the f irst  place , we must point out that we in the center made 

many mistakes and had many shortcomings of a political  as well as a tach- 
nical character. With very l i t t le  experience in organising conferences, it 
was quite natural that we would have many serious shortcomings as to hov/ 
to draw larger and larger masses of ^egro toilers  in the preparations for 
this conference. We in the center did not suff ic iently  push the seotions 
of the Red trade unions, to help us in this movement. But the most serious 
shortcomings in our conferencc and in the preparations was the shortcoming 
of the Rec sections. For examp"' , the Minority Movement in England rendered 
practically  no assistance in the organisation of this conference despite 

the fact that we had planned to hold the conference in the center of Brit ish  
imperialism i t s e l f ,  London. The Minority Movement rendered very l i t t l e  
assistance,  comrades in trying to assist  them in get Ling delegates from 
among the seamen from the colonies of the British  Empire, The same thing 

may be said of the French a f f i l iated  Red unions who did nothing with



regards to bringing Kegro workers* from the French colonies to our conference 
Also in Belgium section.  In the United States we were not sufficiently  
broad in our- campaign for organisation of the conference and bringing the 
wide masses of Kegro toilers in the participation for the election of 
delegates to the ^egro Conference.

As a result of these shortcomings, comrades, this poor representation, 
poor participation and poor preparation showed itself  in the CDmpositlpB 
of our Congress. Our Congress was arranged originally to be 'c  Disposed of 
25 delegates from various sections of the iJegro world. We had only 17 ,  we 
had 7 delegates from the United States,  a l l  workers from the factories ,  we 
has 2 delegates from the Gold Coast, one from Gambia, one from Nigeria ,  a 
white delegate from S .A fr ic a ,  representing the native trade union, a de
legate from Jamaica and other0 Other delegates were supposed to come to 
our conference did not arrive ,  because of d i f f ic u l t ie s .  Some of these 
oomrades have only arrived to our conference in the last few days here .it 
Moscow*

At this conference we took up, the main political  task that the Kegro 
toilers face at the present time0 The task in the economic struggles of 
the Negro workers, the task of struggling against Social Fascism,' the 
fascism of the Amsterdam International ana the American Federation of 
Labour, holding the workers back, actually participating in the execution 
of the Kegro tollers as it expresses ttself  in a number of the colonies, * 
where. Belgian Socialis tss English socialists ,  French soci,ali,sts were. We 
haye outlined there a complete programme of struggle against Kegro trade 
union reformism, we have outlined a detailed programme for the trade uni
on organisation of the ^egro toilers in their struggle for shorter hours 
of work, in the .struggle against speed-up system of the rationalisation 
system, this especially exploits the Kegro toilers ,  also the most import
ant question of forced labor amongst the Kegro toilers was taken up.

This is perhaps one of the biggest polit ical  tasks that we have be
fore us in the organisation of the Kegro toilers ,  this forced labor iib 
seen in South Africa ,  West A frica ,  Jamaica, Haiti and all of the c o lo n ie s ,1' 
and even to a certain extent in some parts of the United States.

Another very important political  question was the question of the 
struggles O'f the Kegro toilers against the war which is in preparation.
Our- conference pointed out the particular significance of the ^egro toil 
ers in the last war, how 4>.he imperialists drew them into the war to be used 
as cannon fodder and even how at the present time they ere preparing great 
armies of Kegro toilers to be used in the next war against the revolutionary 
trade union movement and also against the Soviet union.

These political tasks were taken up in quite some deta il .  These p o l i 
tical tasks were outlined to the Kegro toilers  at this Conference. These 
are the basis for the preparation of a future conference of the Kegro 
toilers ,  and will  be the basis for continued efforts to organise the Kegro 
workers in the different sections of the world in the coming period.

^Comrades, I have spoken of the shortcomings with regards to the pre
paration of our Conference in/Hamburg® It is necessary now to deal with. . 
Home shortcomings with regard to work among Negroes. We have already rfeen 
that repeatedly the, Sxeoutive Bureau of the RILU has continuted to instruct 
the Red sections to give more attention to the organisation of the Kegro 
toilers .  But what has been th% attitude of all  of our sections? In some 
esses the attitude amongst the reformist and right elements has been the 

same attitude as the social^reformists? but of course there were picked DUt 

of the movement that is ,  an attitude of indifference to the organisation 
of Negro toilers ,  sn attitude of chauvinism to the Kegro toilers, of opport
unism in the organisation of the Negroes. The ^egroes have had experiences 
with the white working class,  as with the boss class ” ■*- oppression, s^ave- 
d r iv e r s , at least .with the reformist section.  This section is the right 

hand of the bosses in the exploitation of the Negro , Therefore, the «egro 
toilers have the right to be suspicious of the organisation of the white., H 
•Jdrking class ,  even suspicion of the revolutionary trade union organisation 

e n d ,o omrades, we must say frankly ,  we must approach this question frankly, 
end say that even among the Red trade union sections of the RILU, ertor^ the



r e volut ion ary  trade 'onions a f f i l iated  to the RILU ,especially  the opporjur
ists ,  that the Negro toilers also have a right.-to be suspicious of them sn.f 
their so-called "superior"  attitude towards ^ n em .  They have the right-be-; 
couse of this to be suspicious that the R^u unions may have the seme polio, 
towards them :,s the Amsterdam Interna t io n a l , as the American Federation of 

Labour, because for f i f ty  years the Eegro workers have felt  the special 
racial abuses of the white work'lnglass and they have not seen very much 
difference between any of them, at least in an or anisational point or 
view. I say a -ain that the opportunist leadership ir the Red Trade Into . 
have led to this condition. We must drive them out of the Red Unions.

I  think the Red international of Labour U n i o n s  and the Executive 
has been correct in insisting  that our sections should give more attention 
to the o r g a n i s a t i o n  of the ?*egro toilers .  But comrades, again we must say 
that cur sections have done nothing towards the organisation of the Verro 
toilers ,  towards drawing the I'-egro workers into the revolutionary m o v e m e n t^  
We can take them one by~one. England, the Ml in England has done n o t h i n g ^ "  
ind even in the United States although there is a change as a result of > 
the struggle that has been carried on, s t i l l  there is not suffic ient  work 

being done in America. - -
With regards to the l ine  laid  down by the RILU. Comrades, 'I  think that 

the 5 Congress ana tr.e delegates must seriously consider this question, 
s e r io u sly ’approach this question, seriously give a very self  critical  ap
proach to >this question, seriously analyse it. and frankly say to themselves 
what they have not done -and whqt they propose to do. However, cl»mrad<-s, J 
don’ t think that it is time for us to make too many promj..yes, but pctuall; 
time to get down to work to c a r r y  out the policies and l*ine of the Red 

Internstional« ’ .
Comrades, we have come at the 4th Congress, we have brought forward , 

the question of the Negroes to the 4th Congress, but'even yet we find that 

this question has not been oarried out in all  sections.  We have now at the 
5 Congress of the RILU for the first '  £ime a Brazilian  representative of the 
Hegro toilers in Brazil ,  and we-must say from that conversation tjiat v:c 
had with him, v.e discover in Brazil  the same problem, the same struggle 
there that we have had ih the other parts of the world. The workers*-.in 
Brazil have not yet actually got down to the - organisation of the workers 1: 
Bra zil ,  have not yet got actually down to t)j£ fundamental task of oiganis- 
irig the agrarian workers in Brazil ,  because .our comrades t h e r *  have not yet 
seen that the agrarian problem is the' fundamental , >̂r obi em in Srazil ,  and i 

that tfce ma.;J®Tiity tt “Brasil  workers W *  T^gro toilc-rs. So'
attfcafcfcSbonlf**int t-oljslaa* this  ±ion before our Brs iz il idn  comrade end 

I* yant toslnvite the participstioh of our Brszilianlicomrades on this tri-? 
ttfine .to atJrte quite. fr#nk?.y befbroj ihis-SohgrBSsrwiiaA-jiii-thBdsifctiBtion^init- 

B i * E i l t whirls it that wb osnnot have^sxdSlBgatipn^ :ofithismiyetoBnfiiin.i 
tffizil here  ̂before i1 what Ufcet ettU ude .  of the white comrades has been, we 
|iave in a disguised form the manifestations of Chauvinism, manifestaions 
of white chauvinism. With regards to tfye Brazilian  prganisation these ^-pro

blems must be analysed by our Congress.
Tow, comrades-, we have talked of the shortcomings, we have talked of 

the polit ical  sucoesses of the Eegro toilers ,  the question now is what 
are our tasks and tactics* in the present and coming period^ and thfc growing 
revolutionary struggles of the workers in the f i r s t  place* demand more and 

more attention b y ’a ll  aur sections to participate more and more j|n these 

struggles,
For example, one important polit ical  task is the self-determination 

of the H-egr-o toilers in, the various parts of the world and in particular in 
the United States,  of the actual putting forward of the slogan of self- 
determination in the Southern part of the Uriited States.

Conoi etely we have a number of tasks that must be operated by all  
c a '.ions in the carrying out af the line of the RILU in the drawing of the 

w-Brro toilers into the revolutionary movement, these tasks are concretely:
1 .  To help and assist  the new international trade union committee of 

Tlegro workers that has been recently re-organised at the Hamburg conference



--..’a’ *

of Ferro toilers .  In the main the tasks are the strengthening of the E x i s t 
ing contacts and connections with the Kegro toilers in the various parts' of', 
the world, the establishment of new connections with  the Kegro toilersfcin 
the various parts of the world.

2.  The popularisation among the Kegro masses <jf the principles and the 
resolutions of the revolutionary class struggle.

3. To assist in the organisation of peasant organisations pnd the 
drawing of them into direction and connection with the RILU.

4.  To disseminate information about conditions of work and l i fe  of tne 

Herro Loilers.
This is to be particularly disseminated among the white working class 

in the imperialist countries, to struggle against white chauvinism in the 
ranks of the working class, to struggle against Kegro reformism 8nd Kerro 
nationalist ideologies and Kegro trade union reformism, particularly in 
South Africa sra in the United States.

The next task, generally* is to assist in the preparation for a second 
international conference of Kegro workers. Vie have a task in the great 
continent of Africa where we shall have a special section of our work.
There we must strengthen and build the Kegro organisations of the Kegro wori. 
ers in South Africa ,  Gambia, Nigeria, '  Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast, and s 
number of other points for the building of a revolutionary trade union 
movement, for the participation of -the white revolutionary movement in the 
advanced countries in this development. The sections of the Rea trade uni
ons in France must develop their colonial sections and actively organise 
them and have special sections for the organisation of the Kegro workers 
and seamen in their sections there. This must be done in France, England, 
and the USA,

Comrades, in conclusion I h%ve not had time to outline all of the 
tasks that are before us at the present moment, but 1 think in conclusion, 
in spite of a l l ,  that we are on the road, for the first  time for the organ
isation of the Kegro toilers .  I think we can say that the Executive Bureau 
of the RILU and the RILU itself  has for the first  time brought forward 
the question of the organisation of the Kegro toilers .  Kot only have " w e  

gained organisational results ,  but also worldwide influence among the 
Kegro toilers ,  and contrary to the^opinions of certain sections of the 
RILU trade unions? particularly in America, where they had the policy that 
the degrees were reserves of capitalist  reaction,- that the Kpgro toilers 
are a fundamental part of the revolutionary trade union movement and are 
assisting  the development of this movement to a higher level and at the 
present time assisting  in shaking the very foundation of ca^it^lism in 
America , The RILU can be said to have penetrated the whole world and 
brought the Kegro workers into the revolutionary movement under the l ^ d e r -  
ship of the new Executive Bureau and w ill  carry forward what we have 
already accomplished, the bringing of millions of millions of Kegro toiler- 
into the revolutionary trade union movement not only for the establishment 
of socialism in the Soviet Union, for establishing and bringing of a work
ers ’ government in every section of the capitalist  world, for the bringing*  
of great majority of toilers into the revolutionary movement, for the 
overthrown im perialism . , ’
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